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SECTION     I. 


HE  who  aflerts  that  there  would  be  more  real  know- 
ledge and  more  true  wifdom  among  mankind,  if  there 
was  lefs  learning  and  lefs  philofophy  may  offend  fome 
men's  ears  by  advancing  a  paradox  ;  for  fuch  at  leaft  they  will 
call  it.  But  men  who  enquire  without  prejudice,  and  who 
dare  to  doubt,  will  foon  difcover  that  this  feeming  paradox  is 
a  moft  evident  truth.  They  will  find  it  fuch  in  almofl  every 
part  of  human  fcience,  and  above  all  others  in  that  which  is 
called  metaphyfical  and  theological.  The  vanity  of  the  vain- 
eft  men  alive,  of  fome  who  call  themfelves  fcholars  and  phi- 
lofophers,  will  be  hurt ;  but  they  who  feek  truth  without  any 
other  regard,  and  who  prefer  therefore  very  wifely  even  igno- 
rance to  error,  will  rejoice  at  every  fuch  difcovery. 

There  was  a  time  when  navigators  bent  themfelves  obfti- 
nately  to  find  a  pafTage  by  the  North-Eaft  or  the  North- Weft 
to  Cathay.  Neither  frequent  lofles  nor  conftant  difappoint- 
ment  could  divert  them  from  thefe  enterprizes,  as  long  as  the 
fafhionable  folly  prevailed.  The  pafTage  was  not  found  ;  the 
fafhion  wore  out,  and  the  folly  ceafed.  The  bounds  of  navi- 
gation were  fet :  and  fufficient  warning  was  both  given  and 
taken  againft  any  further  attempts  in  thofe  dark  and  frozen 
regions.  Many  fuch  there  are  in  the  intellectual  world  :  and 
many  fuch  attempts  have  been  made  there  with  no  better  fuc- 
cefs.  But  the  confequence  has  not  been  the  fame.  Neither 
examples  nor  experience  have  had  their  effecl:  on  philofophers, 
more  fool-hardy  than  mariners :  and  where  the  former  wan- 
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dered  to  no  purpofe  three  thoufand  years  ago,  they  wander 
to  no  purpofe,  at  leaft  to  no  good  purpofe,  ftill. 

"  II  faut  pouffer  a  une  porte  pour  fcavoir  qu'elle  nous  eft 
"  clofe,"  fays  Charron  fomewhere  in  his  Book  of  Wifdom. 
He  fays  right,  "  pour  fcavoir  qu'elle  nous  eft  clofe."  But 
when  we  know,  or  may  know  very  certainly,  by  our  own 
experience  and  by  that  of  all  the  ftrong  men  in  philofophy 
antients  and  moderns,  that  a  door  is  fruit  which  no  human 
force  can  open,  they  who  continue  to  fweat  and  toil  in  mov- 
ing at  it  are  moft  ridiculoufly  employed.  They  who  affect 
to  guefs  at  the  objects  they  cannot  fee,  and  to  talk  as  if  the 
door  ftood  wide  open  whilft  they  peep  through  the  key-hole, 
are  employed  ftill  worfe.  The  moft  antient  philofophers  may 
be  excufed  in  great  meafure  for  attempting  to  open  every  door 
of  fcience  ;  tho  they  cannot  be  fo  for  impofing  on  mankind 
difcoveries  they  never  made.  But  they  who  followed  thefe,  in 
the  courfe  of  philofophical  generations,  are  inexcufable  on  the 
firft  head  as  well  as  the  laft  ;  fince  what  was  curioftty  in  the 
others  became  prefumption  in  them  :  and  they  fcarce  made 
amends,  by  the  good  they  did  in  advancing  fome  real  know- 
ledge, for  the  hurt  they  did  in  entailing  fo  much  that  is  quite 
phantaftical  on  pofterity. 

Tully  confeffes  very  frankly  that  nothing  is  fo  abfurd  which 
fome  philofopher  or  other  has  not  faid  :  and  his  own  works 
would  furnifn  fufficient  proofs  of  the  anertion,  under  the  epi- 
curean, the  ftoical,  and  the  academical  characters  particularly, 
if  they  were  wanted.  But  this  confeilion  does  not  go  far 
enough  :  and  we  may  employ  upon  this  occafion  againft  phi- 
lofophers the  objection  made  againft  the  Jefuits  by  fome  of 
their  enemies.  The  abfurdities  of  philofophers  are  not  to  be 
afcribed  to  the  particular  men  alone  who  broached  them  in 
J  every 
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every  philosophical  age,  but  to  their  order  and  inftitution,  if  I 
may  fay  fo  ;  the  principles  and  fpirit  of  which  lead  by  ne- 
ceflary  confequences  to  fuch  abfurdities.  The  firft  founders  of 
philofophy  laid  thefe  principles,  and  infpired  this  fpirit  in 
days  of  ignorance  and  fuperftition.  Their  followers  have  re- 
fined upon  them,  confirmed  them,  and  added  to  them.  Time 
and  authority  have  eftablifhed  them  all  :  the  oldeft  and  the 
groffeft  moft.  Words  that  have  really  no  meaning  are  thought 
to  have  one,  and  are  ufed  accordingly.  Ideas,  that  are  really 
incomplete  and  inadequate,  are  deemed  complete  and  adequate. 
Ideas,  that  are  obfeure  and  confufed,  are  deemed  clear  and  di- 
ftincl.  In  a  word,  time  and  authority  have  fo  well  eftablifhed  me- 
taphyfical  and  theological  abfurdities,  that  they  pafs  for  the 
firft  principles  of  fcience,  like  certain  neceflary  and  felf-evident 
truths  which  are  really  fuch.  Men,  who  would  have  been 
giants  in  the  human  fphere,  have  dwindled  into  pigmies  by 
going  out  of  it.  Inftead  of  heaping  mountains  on  mountains 
of  knowledge  to  fcale  the  fky,  they  heap  mole-hills  on  mole- 
hills with  great  airs  of  importance,  and  boaft  ridiculoufly  not 
only  of  their  defign,  but  of  their  fuccefs.  They  appear  to 
me  like  fylphs,  if  you  and  Ariel  will  give  me  leave  to  make 
the  comparifon,  fo  proud  of  not  being  gnomes  that  they 
fancy  themfelves  archangels.  "  Humana  ad  deos  transferunt, 
"  divina  mallem  ad  nos,"  is  an  exprefiion  ufed  by  Tully, 
and  extremely  applicable  to  the  philofophers  of  whom  we  are 
fpeaking.  They  do  moft  prefumptuoufly  the  firft,  and  they 
pretend  with  equal  folly  and  effrontery  to  do  the  laft.  They 
afcribe  to  the  Supreme  Being  the  manner  of  knowing,  the 
ideas,  and  even  the  very  affections  and  pafiions  of  his  crea- 
tures. They  prefume  to  enter  into  his  councils,  and  to  ac- 
count for  the  whole  divine  oeconomy,  as  confidently  as  they 
would  for  any  of  their  own  paultry  affairs.  This  they  call 
theology.     They  build  intellectual  and  material  worlds  on  the 

hypo- 
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hypothetical  fuggeftions  of  imagination.  This  they  call  phi- 
lofophy,  metaphyseal  and  phyfical. 

By  fuch  means,  and  by  fuch  men,  truth  and  error  have 
been  intimately  blended  together  from  the  firft  eflays  of  phi- 
lofophical  enquiry  :  and  various  fyftems  of  natural  and  fuper- 
natural  theology  have  prevailed  in  different  ages.  Had  any 
one  of  them  been  wholly  founded  in  real  knowledge  and  con- 
fined to  it,  as  every  one  of  them  pretended  to  be,  the  cer- 
tainty and  the  importance  of  fuch  a  fyftem  would  have  pre- 
ferred it  among  the  rational  part  of  mankind.  Truth,  pure 
and  unmixed,  would  have  given  it  {lability.  But  error  has 
kept  them  all  in  a  continual  flux  :  and  to  the  fhame  of  the 
human  head  and  heart,  the  moft  rational,  or  the  moft  rea- 
foning,  part  of  mankind  has  maintained  this  flux  by  adopting 
fome  errors,  by  inventing  others,  and  by  cultivating  both. 

If  there  is  no  fubjeel:,  and  I  think  there  is  none,  upon 
which  the  opinions  of  men  have  varied  fo  extravagantly,  and 
have  flood  in  fuch  manifeft  contradiction  to  one  another,  as 
they  have  on  that  of  the  firfl  philofophy,  the  reafon  is,  that 
men  have  not  aimed  fo  much  at  unattainable  knowledge,  nor 
pretended  fo  much  to  it,  on  any  other  fubjeel:.  Folly  and 
knavery  have  prevailed  moft  where  they  fhould  be  tolle- 
rated  leaft  :  and  prefumption  has  been  exercifed  moft  where 
diffidence  and  caution  are  on  many  accounts  the  moft  ne- 
ceflary. 

u  Quale  per  incertam  lunam  fub  luce  maligna 
"  Eft  iter  in  filvis" 

Such  is  our  journey  in  the  acquifition  of  knowledge,  whenever 
we  attempt  to  travel  far.  We  grope  along  in  thofe  paths 
which  experience  and  the  application  of  our  minds  open  to 

us. 
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us.  We  difcern,  according  to  our  manner  of  perception,  a 
few  objects  that  lie  in  our  way,  and  we  guefs  at  a  few  more. 
But  we  cannot  even  guefs,  with  as  much  probability  as  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  juftify  us  in  guefling,  at  our  whole  fyftem,  nor  ex- 
plain the  phaenomena  of  it.  How  much  lefs  ought  we  to 
think  ourfelves  capable  of  knowing  the  divine  fyftem  !  We 
have  a  very  fuperficial  acquaintance  with  man.  Do  we  hope 
to  become  better  acquainted  with  God  ?  One  would  imagine 
that  metaphyseal  divines  did  really  entertain  this  hope.  They 
may  entertain  it,  as  well  as  the  huffing  opinions,  to  ufe  a 
phrafe  of  Mr.  Locke,  which  they  entertain  concerning  the 
human  mind  or  foul.  They  afliime  it  to  be  near  akin  to  the 
divine,  fomething  derived  immediately  from  God,  and  capa- 
ble of  being  united  to  him.  An  intellectual  mirror  it  is,  that 
reflects  from  the  phaenomena  of  nature  alone,  and  therefore 
indire&ly,  fome  very  few  notices  of  the  Supreme  Being,  be- 
yond the  demonftrative  knowledge  that  we  have  of  his  exift- 
ence.  But  thefe  men,  when  they  lower  their  pretentions  and 
would  appear  modeft,  aflume  it  to  be  not  a  mirror  that  reflects 
fuch  notices,  but  a  fpirit  that  is  capable  of  receiving  them, 
and  that  receives  them  directly  from  the  divine  intelligence. 
They  tell  us,  with  great  metaphyseal  pomp  of  words,  that 
reafon,  the  fupreme,  eternal  reafon,  is  the  fun  of  their  intel- 
lectual world,  in  the  light  of  which  they  fee  intelligible  ob- 
jects, juft  as  fenfible  obje&s  are  feen  in  that  of  the  material 
fun.  On  fuch  bold  prefumptions  they  proceed,  and  whither 
may  they  not,  whither  have  they  not,  been  carried  by  them  ? 
The  farther  they  go,  the  more  their  imaginary  light  fails  them. 
But  they  ceafe  not  to  flatter  themfelves  :  and  whilft  they  ex- 
pect at  every  moment,  as  it  were,  the  dawn  of  a  new  day, 
they  fall  into  the  fhades  of  night. 

«  Ubi 
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.  "  Ubi  coelum  condidit  umbra 


u 


Jupiter,  et  rebus  nox  abflulit  atra  colorem." 


Now  fince  metaphyseal  divines  have  wandered  thus  fo 
many  thoufand  years  in  imaginary  light  and  real  darknefs, 
they  are  not  mrely  the  guides  we  mould  chufe  to  follow. 
That  a  degree  of  knowledge  to  which  I  cannot  attain  is  there- 
fore unattainable  by  them,  it  would  be  impertinent  to  con- 
clude. But  I  may  conclude  reafonably  and  modeftly,  that  a 
kind  of  knowledge,  whofe  objects  lie  above  the  reach  of 
humanity,  cannot  be  attained  by  human  creatures,  unlefs  they 
are  affiHed  by  fupernatural  powers,  which  is  a  fuppofition  out 
of  the  prefent  cafe.  I  could  not  have  difcovered,  as  Newton 
did,  that  univerfal  law  of  corporeal  nature  which  he  has  de- 
monftrated.  But  farther  than  that  he  could  go  no  more  than 
I,  nor  difcover  that  action  of  the  firft  caufe  by  which  this 
law  was  impofed  on  all  bodies,  and  is  maintained  in  them. 
It  is  the  kind,  not  the  degree,  of  knowledge  that  is  concerned, 
and  to  be  compared.  Let  us  return  therefore  out  of  this  fcene 
of  illufion  into  that  of  human  knowledge  ;  nor  flutter,  as 
Hobbes  exprefles  himfelf,  like  birds  at  the  window  whilft  we 
remain  inclofed.  We  may  be  the  better  contented  to  confine 
our  enquiries  to  the  limits  God  has  prefcribed  to  them,  fince 
we  may  find  within  thofe  limits  abundant  matter  of  real  ufe 
and  ornament  to  employ  the  ftudious  labors  of  mankind. 
Experimental  knowledge  of  body  and  mind  is  the  fund  our 
reafon  mould  cultivate  :  and  the  firft  is  a  fund  that  philofophers 
will  never  exhauft.  In  this  part,  let  deficiencies  be  noted. 
There  are,  there  can  be  no  excefles :  and  as  to  the  excefles 
that  have  been  and  are  to  be  noted  in  the  other,  they  are  ex- 
cefles of  afluming  and  reafoning,  not  of  experiment  and  ob- 
fervation.  The  phaenomena  of  the  human  mind  are  few,  and 
on  thofe  few  a  multitude  of  hypothefes  has  been  raifed,  concern- 
ing 
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ing  mind  in  general,  and  foul  and  fpirit.  So  that  in  this  part, 
the  improvement  of  real  knowledge  muft  be  made  by  con- 
traction, and  not  by  amplification.  I  will  prefume  to  fay,  that 
if  our  Bacon  had  thought  and  writ  as  freely  on  this  as  he  did 
on  many  other  parts  of  fcience,  his  famous  work,  which  has 
contributed  fo  much,  would  have  contributed  more,  to  the 
advancement  of  real  knowledge,  and  would  have  deferved  it's 
title  better.  Men  might  have  learned  to  confider  body  more, 
inftead  of  doubting  whether  it  exifts,  and  to  confider  their 
own  minds  more,  from  which  alone  they  can  acquire  any 
ideas  at  all  of  mind  ;  inftead  of  dreaming  like  Malebranche 
that  they  interrogate  the  divine  Logos. 

What  right  the  firft  obfervers  of  nature  and  inftruclors  of 
mankind  had  to  the  title  of  fages  we  cannot  fay.  It  was  due 
perhaps  more  to  the  ignorance  of  the  fcholars,  than  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  mafters.  But  this  we  may  venture  to 
affirm,  that  their  right  to  that  appellation  could  not  be 
worfe  founded  than  the  right  of  all  their  fucceflbrs  to  be  called 
lovers  of  wifdom.  There  is  an  anecdote  related  by  Tully  in 
his  fifth  Tufculan,  and  mentioned,  I  think,  by  Diogenes 
Laertius,  which  is  much  to  our  prefent  purpofe  :  or  at  leaft 
the  tale  is  pretty  enough  to  deferve  to  be  told.  The  prince  of 
the  Phliafians  having  heard  and  admired  the  Samian,  afked 
him  what  his  profeffion  was.  He  anfwered,  that  he  was  a 
philofopher,  and  he  explained  himfelf  thus :  He  faid,  that  the 
life  of  man  feemed  to  him  to  refemble  the  great  aflembly  or 
fair  of  Greece  that  was  held  at  Olympia,  where  fome  reforted 
to  acquire  honor  by  exercifing  themfelves  in  the  public  games, 
and  others  wealth  by  traffic  ;  whilft  another  fort  of  men  came 
for  a  much  better  reafon,  to  fee  and  to  obferve  whatever  paft. 
Thus,  he  faid,  fome  men  come  into  the  world  to  feek  glory, 
and  fome  wealth  j  whilft  a  few,  defpifing  both,  obferve  and 
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ftudy  nature  :  and  thefe  are  lovers  of  wifdom.  We  might  be 
induced  by  this  tale  to  think  that  Pythagoras  confined  him- 
felf  within  the  bounds  of  real  knowledge,  if  we  did  not  know, 
by  a  multitude  of  other  anecdotes,  and  by  the  fcraps  of  his 
doctrine  that  have  come  down  to  us,  how  far  he  rambled  out 
of  them.  He  had  been  bred  in  fchools  where  the  distinction 
between  human  and  divine  knowledge  and  wifdom,  to  one  of 
which  we  may  attain,  but  not  to  the  other,  was  fo  little  made, 
that  by  aiming  at  the  laft,  they  miffed  in  many  refpects  even 
the  former.  To  obferve  the  constitution  and  order  of  things 
in  the  phyfical  and  moral  fyftems  to  which  we  belong,  to  form 
general  ideas,  notions,  axioms  and  rules  on  thefe  particulars, 
and  to  apply  them  back  again  to  human  action  and  human  ufe, 
constitutes  knowledge  :  and  the  refult  of  the  whole  is  wifdom, 
human  knowledge  and  human  wifdom.  But  there  are  men, 
and  there  were  fuch  in  the  days  of  Pythagoras,  who  talk  of 
wifdom  as  if  it  was  not  the  refult  of  any  procedure  of  this 
kind,  but  a  fuperior  principle  antecedent  to  it,  independent  of 
human  knowledge,  and  the  influences  whereof  defcend  on  the 
human  mind  from  above,  as  chriftian  theology  teaches  us  that 
grace  and  faith  are  bellowed  on  us. 

According  to  fuch  philolbphers  as  thefe,  men  of  great  au- 
thority in  our  learned  world,  we  muff,  date  the  progrefs  of 
knowledge  and  wifdom  from  Adam,  who  was  the  wifeft  of 
men,  if  it  be  no  blunder  to  fay  fo,  before  the  fall,  and  the 
firft  and  greateft  philofopher  after  it.  I  will  not  mifpend  any 
time  in  collecting  the  puerilities  and  prophanations  that  have 
fallen  from  the  pens  of  rabbins,  and  antient  and  modern  doc- 
tors of  the  chriftian  church.  It  will  be  enough,  and  in  truth 
more  than  the  fubjecr.  deferves,  to  take  notice,  that  if  we 
give  credit  to  thefe  writers,  we  muff,  believe  that  wifdom  was 
infufed  into  the  mind  of  Adam  by  God,  and  that  he  came 

'QUt 
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out  of  the  hands  of  his  Creator  with  all  the  perfections  of 
which  his  nature  was  fufceptible  :  and  of  what  perfections  was 
not  that  nature  fufceptible,  whilft  he  enjoyed  the  vilion  of 
God,  and  whilft  the  Supreme  Wifdom,  that  is  God  himfclf, 
"  for  the  Word  is  God,"  was  pleafed  to  converfe  with  him, 
and  was  delighted  in  his  company  *  ?  He  had  not  only  innate 
wifdom,  but  innate  language  too  ;  for  Adam  and  Eve  dif- 
courfed  together  in  Hebrew  as  foon  as  they  were  created.  Even 
after  the  fall,  Adam  preferved  all  the  knowledge  and  wifdom 
whereof  he  was  in  pofleilion,  tho  more  obfeurely  than  before ; 
becaufe  he  had  no  longer  the  fame  immediate  and  intimate 
communication  with  the  Supreme  Intelligence.  It  mould  feem 
too,  that  he  tranfmitted  fome  faint  glimmerings  of  thefe  ori- 
ginal illuminations  to  all  his  pofterity.  Plato  imagined,  after 
more  antient  philofophers,  that  every  man  is  born  with  a 
certain  reminifcence,  and  that  when  we  feem  to  be  taught,  we 
are  only  put  in  mind  of  what  we  knew  in  a  former  ftate. 
Now  who  can  tell  how  high  this  reminifcence  began,  and 
through  how  many  former  ftates  it  may  have  been  continued  ! 
Several  chriftian  divines  have  taught,  that  all  men  having  been 
contained  in  the  firft  man,  fome  of  his  original  perfection 
has  defcended  to  them,  as  well  as  the  taint  of  his  original  fin : 
and  we  may  conceive  one,  no  doubt,  as  eafily  as  the  other.    ' r 

But  however  all  this  may  have  been,  and  whether  Adam  pre- 
ferved after  the  fall  his  whole  ftock  of  knowledge  and  wifdom  j 
or  whether  he  renewed  it  by  experience  and  meditation  in  the* 
courfe  of  a  long  life,  the  progrefs  of  knowledge  and  wifdom* 
is  deduced  by  the  fame  writers  from  him  to  Seth,  to  Enoch, 
to  Noah,  to  the  patriarchs,  to  Moses,  to  Solomon,  to  the 
ciders  of  Ifrael,  to  the  priefts  of  the  family  of  Aaron,  to  the 

*  — ludens  in  orbc  terrarum  j  &  deliciae  mcae,  efie  cum  filiis  hominum.    Provw 
c.  8.  v.  31. 
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clleges  of  the  prophets,  to  thofe  fanc~tified  orders  the  Recha- 
^sites  and  the  Efienians,  and  in  fhort  to  all  the  fchools  of  the 
chofen   people  both  before  and  after  the  captivity.     Among 
this   people   we  are  told  moft  dogmatically,  that  the  whole 
treafure  of  knowledge  and  wifdom,  as  well  as  of  true  religion, 
was  depofited  by  God,  that  it  was  preferved  there,  and  that 
fome  of  thefe  riches  were  diftributed  from  thence  at  different 
periods  of  time  to  the  reft  of  mankind  :  fo  that  the  people  of 
the  whole  earth  lighted  up  their  candles  at  the  lamp  of  the 
tabernacle.    Joseph  is  fometimes  the  antient  Hermes,  Moses 
the  younger.     Nay  Joseph  is  fometimes  the  fifth  Mercury, 
mentioned  in  feveral  traditions,  who  gave  laws  to  the  Egyp- 
tians, and  taught  them  letters  :   and  Moses   was  the  fourth, 
whom  they  thought  it  criminal  to  name  on  account  of  the 
plagues   they  had  endured   at  the  famous  exode.     By  thefe 
men,  the  light  of  philofophy  was  fpread  in  Egypt.     Daniel, 
Zorobabel  and  others  of  the  captive  Jews  fpread  it  in  Chal- 
daea  :  and  Solomon  had  fpread  it,    long  before,   among  his 
neighbours  the  Phoenicians,  who  left  fome  fparks  of  it  in  all 
the  countries  to  which  thefe  famous  navigators  failed. 

This  account  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  philofophy,  with  a 
multitude  of  other  circumftances,  is  fo  inconfiftent  and  fo  un- 
authorized, or  rather  fo  grofsly  fabulous,  that  they  who  give 
credit  to  it  muft  nrft  renounce  all  the  conditions  of  hiftorical 
probability.  Josephus,  Eusebius,  Clement  of  Alexandria, 
and  others,  both  Jews  and  Chriftians,  laid  the  foundations 
of  the  whole  legend,  and  drefled  up  different  parts  of  it. 
Modern  fcholars,  like  Bochart>  Huet,  Stillingfleet,  and 
many  more,  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  ridiculous  pains  to 
fupport  it.  I  mall  not  enter  at  this  time  into  any  particulars 
concerning  the  proofs  they  bring.  I  will  only  fay,  that,  by  the 
fame  methods,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  make  antiquity  de~ 

pofe 
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pofc  juft  as  we  pleafe.  If  we  affirm,  as  it  is  done  in  the  pre- 
sent cafe,  without  even  any  feeming  authority  ;  if  we  connect 
at  other  times  broken,  and  fupply  imperfect  paflages  by  guefs ; 
and  if  we  paraphrafe  fuch  as  are  obfeure,  till  we  make  them 
fay  what  there  is  no  reafon  but  the  reafon  of  our  fcheme  to 
believe  they  were  intended  to  fay ;  in  fhort,  and  to  mention  no 
more  of  thefe  learned  artifices,  if  we  adopt  fuch  anecdotes  as 
fait  our  purpofe,  and  reject  fuch  as  are  not  favorable  to  it,  tho 
derived  from  the  fame  or  equivalent  authority,  no  hiftorical 
paradox  will  want  fufficient  color  to  make  it  pafs  for  truth,  at 
leaft  among  thofe  who  have,  as  the  writers  above-mentioned 
had,  fome  favorite  purpofe  to  ferve  by  it. 

That  arts  and  fciences  travelled  from  the  Eaft  to  the  Weft, 
from  Chaldaea  to  Egypt,  and  from  Egypt  to  Greece,  has  been 
a  received  opinion  : 

u  Tradidit  iEgyptis  Babylon,  iEgyptus  Achivis." 

This  opinion  agrees  fo  well  with  our  fcripture  account  of  the 
re-peopling  the  world  after  the  deluge,  and  of  the  antiquity  of 
nations,  that  it  ought  to  be  retained  perhaps  for  that  very 
reafon.  Two  writers  of  more  fame  than  good  authority,  but 
who  are  principally  depended  upon  by  modern  antiquarians, 
feem  to  have  thought  fo.  Josephus  relates,  that  Abraham 
was  enriched  by  the  immenfe  prefents  the  ^Egyptians  made  him 
for  inftructing  them  in  the  fciences  that  he  brought  from 
Chaldaea.  Eusebius  aflures  us,  from  the  fame  Josephus, 
that  the  Egyptians  were  ignorant  of  aflrology  and  even  of 
arithmetic,  and  from  Eupolemus,  that  Abraham  converted, 
whilft  he  was  in  their  country,  with  the  priefts  of  Heliopolis. 
But  notwithftanding  all  the  authorities  on  which  this  received 
opinion  is  founded,  a  man  of  ingenuity  and  much  reading 
would  not  find  it  hard  to  eftablifh  another,  by  a  new  choice 

of 
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of  paffages,  and  by  a  new  difpofition  of  them  ;  for  the  learned 
ring  different  changes  on  the  fame  fet  of  bells.  He  might 
fhew  us  perhaps,  that  arts  and  fciences  came  from  the  Weft  in 
a  more  remote  age  than  any  the  Greeks  had  knowledge  of, 
that  they  were  introduced  and  fpread  by  the  Atlantic  people 
who  over-run  Africa  and  Europe,  and  of  whom  Solon  had 
never  heard  till  the  Egyptian  priefts  related  thefe  wonders  to 
him  ;  or  he  might  bring  them  perhaps  from  the  kingdom  of 
Uranus,  that  kingdom  to  which  Atlas,  coeval  with  Saturn, 
and  his  brother,  according  to  Diodorus  Siculus,  gave  his 
name  ;  if  in  truth  the  people  of  that  kingdom  were  different 
from  the  others  who  bore  the  fame  name,  which  point  of  cri- 
ticifm  it  might  be  more  difficult  than  important  to  fettle,  fince 
in  all  cafes  arts  and  fciences  would  ftill  have  been  brought 
from  the  Weft  to  the  Eaft.  After  this,  it  would  be  eafy  to 
tranfport  them  from  Ethiopia,  the  African  Ethiopia,  or  Egypt 
to  more  eaftern  nations,  to  the  Phoenicians,  the  Aflyrians,  the 
Perfians,   the  Indians  and  the  Chinefe. 


SECTION     II. 

BU  T  to  dwell  no  longer  on  thefe  ferious  trifles,  let  us 
conrider  whether  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  philofophy, 
efpecially  of  the  firft,  may  not  be  accounted  for  with  a  proba- 
bility that  is  founded  on  the  general  tenor  of  tradition,  and  on 
the  analogy  with  what  we  know  of  nations  that  have  grown 
up  from  barbarity  to  civility,  and  from  ignorance  to  know- 
ledge. 

I  think  then,  on  both  thefe  foundations,  that  philofophy 
neither  had,  nor  could  have,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  things,  a 
ftated  beginning  at  any  point  of  time,  nor  in  any  particular 

place. 
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place.  It  began,  at  different  periods,  in  different  places,  and 
was  fubject  to  all  the  revolutions  that  attend  the  human  ftate.  It 
was  the  growth  of  fome  countries,  it  was  propagated  into  others. 
It  florifhed  long  in  fome  countries,  it  languifhed  and  was  foon 
at  an  end  in  others.  It  thrived  more  or  lefs,  it  lived  and  died 
according  to  the  characters  of  people  and  the  fortune  of  go- 
vernments. Wherever  it  began,  the  beginnings  of  it  were 
inconfiderable  ;  for  the  trees  which  compofe  the  grove  of 
knowledge  (hoot  up  from  the  fmalleft  feeds.  Nor  was  this 
all.  The  imperfections  of  our  nature,  which  have  manifefted 
themfelves  in  the  whole  progrefs  of  philofophy,  manifefted  them- 
fclves  no  doubt  even  more  grofsly  at  the  rife  of  it,  tho  ignorance 
concealed  them  at  that  time,  as  knowledge  has  difguiled  them 
iince.  Ignorance  preceded  knowledge.  Error  was  coeval, 
and  grew  up  with  it.  Error  florifhes  in  fhades,  and  before 
men  could  get  out  of  thofe  which  ignorance  fpread,  error  had 
outgrown  and  overfhadowed  knowledge.  Superftition  accom- 
panied them  :  and  tho  error  was  the  principal  nurfe,  even 
knowledge  contributed  to  rear  this  child  of  ignorance  and 
fear. 

It  is  agreeable  to  antient  traditions,  and  modern  relations, 
to  believe,  that  wild  uncivilized  people,  tho  reduced  into  foci- 
eties  fubjecl:  to  fome  regulations  of  government,  and  directed 
by  fome  general  rules  which  conftant  experience  forces  them 
to  obferve,  have  few  means  and  little  leifure  to  improve  even 
in  that  knowledge,  the  foundations  of  which  are  already  laid 
by  urgent  neceility  among  them,  and  which  would  render 
their  ftate,  if  it  was  improved,  much  more  comfortable. 
Their  whole  time  is  employed,  the  whole  attention  of  their 
minds  is  bent  to  provide  from  day  to  day,  and  from  feafon 
to  feafon,  for  their  fuftenance  :  and  the  exercife  of  reafon  ap- 
pears as  little  in  them  as  in  the  beafts  they  fometimes  hunt,  and 

by 
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by  whom  they  are  fometimes  hunted.  Arts  lie  uninvented  or 
unimproved,  and  fcience  they  have  not.  But  the  firft  open- 
ings to  fcience,  and  the  firft  motive  to  philofophical  enquiries, 
they  have  even  in  the  ftate  I  defcribe  :  and  this  motive  fhews 
itfelf  in  that  curiofity  to  know  the  caufes  of  the  phaenomena, 
which  is  fo  natural  to  the  human  mind.  The  moft  common 
excite  it.  Thofe  that  are  extraordinary  excite  it  more,  and 
thofe  from  which  they  receive  much  benefit  or  much  hurt  ex- 
cite it  moft  of  all.  Another  principle,  as  natural  to  the  human 
mind,  but  not  very  apt  to  direct  our  enquiries  right,  is  that 
whereby  we  make  ourfelves  the  meafure,  as  well  as  the  final 
caufe  of  all  things.  It  is  this  that  has  reprefented  the  unknown 
caufes  of  the  ordinary  as  well  as  extraordinary,  of  the  beneficial 
as  well  as  hurtful  phaenomena  of  nature  to  the  minds  of  fuch 
lavages  and  demi-favages  as  we  defcribe,  under  the  images  of  ani- 
mal beings,  a  little  different  from  man,  but  analogous  to  him, 
and  endued  only  with  greater  power  and  greater  intelligence. 
Thefe  they  placed  above  or  below,  according  to  the  different 
fcenes  of  action  to  which  imagination  afligned  them  ;  like  the 
captain  above  and  the  captain  below,  the  two  divinities  of  the 
Hottentots.  Thus  the  heaven,  the  earth,  the  fea  and  the  air 
were  foon  peopled  with  divinities  that  directed  all  their  moti- 
ons, and  directed  them  all  relatively  to  man.  Unable  to  dis- 
cover the  order  of  fecond  caufes,  to  trace  thofe  that  are  re- 
mote from  thofe  that  lie  neareft  to  our  obfervation,  and  thofe 
that  are  more  general  from  thofe  that  are  lefs  fo,  which  would 
have  led  them  at  laft  to  the  firft  icmcient  caufe  of  all  things, 
they  took  a  fhorter  and  eafier  method  of  accounting  for  ap- 
pearances, by  afcribing  every  one  to  fome  particular  efficient 
caufe.  Thus  they  made  gods  as  many  as  they  wanted  ;  and 
having  once  made  them  it  became  equally  unneceflary  to  look 
after  intermediate,  and  impious  to  fuppofe  any  fuperior  caufes. 
It  thundered:  Jupiter  was  angry.     It  lightened  :  he  darted 

one 
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One  of  his  fiery  bolts  at  fome  devoted  head.     What  would 
curiofity  delire  more  to  know  *  ? 

I  MIGHT 

*  If  ignorance  and  fear  were  the  two  firft  fources  from  which  polytheifm  and 
idolatry  arofe,  flattery  was  in  procefs  of  time  another  •,  or  that  which  was  gratitude 
originally,  degenerated  into  flattery.  Men  who  had  been  honored  for  the  good 
they  did  during  their  lives  »,  or  admired  for  their  great  actions,  were  adored  after 
their  deaths b.  This  cuftom  was  extended  fo  far,  that  in  fome  countries  %  not  only 
public  benefactors  and  heroes  and  kings  were  deified,  but  every  private  man  wor- 
fhipped  thofe  to  whom  he  had  been  particularly  obliged. d.  Thus  it  was  that  the 
Egyptians  came  to  have  whole  dynafties  of  gods  and  of  demi-gods '.  The  fame 
of  Osiris,  whenever  he  lived,  had  been  great :  and  the  veneration  of  his  fubjedts 
for  him  was  fuch,  that  they  gave  his  name  to  their  gods,  or  afcribed  the  names  of 
their  gods  to  him  f.  Some  have  imagined,  and  among  them  Sir  J.  Marsham* 
if  I  remember  right,  that  his  whole  family  and  his  whole  court  had  their  fhare  of 
divine  honors.  That  as  his  filter,  who  was  his  wife  too,  followed  him  to  heaven 
under  the  name  of  Isis,  fo  the  prefident  of  his  council  became  the  god  of  arts  and 
eloquence,  under  the  name  of  Mercury  :  and  the  general  of  his  troops  was  the 
patron  of  magnanimity  and  military  virtue,  under  that  of  Hercules  :  nay  that 
his  brother  and  his  fons  were  no  more  forgot  by  the  priefts,  than  Busiris  and  An- 
taeus, the  governors  of  two  of  his  provinces,  have  been  by  the  poets.  Sesos- 
tris  furnilhed  the  fame  matter  to  fables,  many  generations  afterwards  :  and 
learned  men  think  that  feveral  of  thofe  in  Homer  may  be  traced  up  to  this  famous 
expedition.  Thefe  deifications  gave  occafion  to  the  hymns  that  were  made  and 
fung,  not  only  as  parts  of  divine  worfhip,  but  as  necenary  means  to  prcferve  the 
memory  of  great  events.  Tullv  fays  fomewhere,  that  the  funeral  orations  in  ufe 
at  Rome  had  corrupted  hiftory  •,  becaufe  hiftorians,  in  the  dearth  of  materials,  had 
taken  fuch  as  they  found  in  thofe  rhetorical  panegyrics.  How  much  more  muft 
fuch  hymns  have  corrupted  both  hiftory  and  religion  ?  The  fimplicity  of  true 
theifm  could  never  fubfift  in  the  figures  of  poetry.  Affected  infpiration  pafled  for 
real,  hyperboles  were  underftood  literally,  and  the  machinery  of  an  ode  was  taken 
for  matter  of  fad. 

Men  grew  fonder  of  polytheifm  by  another  cuftom  that  prevailed.  Every  feet 
framed  a  new  lift  of  gods,  or  gave  new  names  to  antient  divinities  :  and  altho  in 
fome  places  temples  were  opened  to  the  whole  rabble  of  the  fky,  yet  in  others  the 
gods  feemed  to  be  reduced  to  a  fmaller  number,  and  every  nation  was.  fond  to 
have  it  believed,  that  the  deities  they  worfhipped,  belonged  in  a  peculiar  manner  to 
their  country  and  to  them.  The  birth  of  Bacchus,  for  inftance,  had  been 
claimed  by  feveral  nations  of  Afia  and  Africa,    when  Orpheus  applied  to  the 

a  Cic.  de  Nat.  Deor.  1.  2. 

b  Hie  ell  vetutliflimus  rtferendi  bene  merentibus  gratiam  mos,  at  tales  numinibus  afcribant.  Plix.  1.  2. 

c  Aethiopia.  vid.  Strab  1.  17. 

*  Quamobrem  major  coelitum  populus  etiam  quam  hominum  intclligi  poteft,  cum  Cnguli  quoqde 
ex  femetipfis  toiidcm  deos  faciant,  Junones,  Genioique  adoptando  fibi.     Pi. in.  ubi  fupra. 

«  Sufcepit  autem   vita  hominum  conl'uetudoque  communis,   ut  beneficiis  excellentes  viro;  in  coe!ura 
famaac  voluntate  tollerent.   Hinc  Herculef,  bine  Castor  et  Pollux,  &c.   Cic.  de  Nat.  Deor.  1.  /, 
1  Haec  arte  Pollux,  &  vagus  Hercules  innixus  arces  attieit  igneas.     Hor. 

Vol.  IV.  D  fon 
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.  ...  . 

I  might  illuftrate  what  has  been  faid  by  numerous  exam- 
ples, if  I  affected,    what  I  efteem  very  little,  particular  and 

critical 

fon  of  Semele  the  fables  he  had  learned  in  Egypt  concerning  another  Bacchus, 
and  inftituted  in  honor  of  this  new  divinity,  the  orgia  and  religious  ceremonies  he 
had  feen  praftifed  in  honor  of  others  more  antient,  of  the  fame  name  and  profeffion, 
if  I  may  ufe  the  term.  It  would  be  impoffible  to  enumerate,  not  only  all  the 
different  gods,  but  even  all  thofe  that  were  worlhipped  under  the  fame  appellation  ; 
forVARRO,  I  think,  reckoned  at  leaft  three  hundred  Jupiters. 

But  before  I  leave  this  head,  I  will  mention  very  fhortly,  one  or  two  ways 
more,  by  which  thefe  fuperftitions  received  increafe,  fince  they  occur  readily  to  my 
mind.  Miftake  and  involuntary  error  was  one,  involuntary  in  the  generality,  tho 
often  impofed,  fometimes  helped,  and  always  connived  at,  by  the  pious  frauds  of 
the  priefthood.  The  legend  of  Dodona  related,  that  two  black  doves  took  their 
flight  from  the  Egyptian  Thebes,  one  into  Lybia,  the  other  into  Greece  ;  that  the 
firft  ordered  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Hammon  to  be  founded,  and  that  the  latter, 
perching  on  a  tree  at  Dodona,  and  fpeaking  in  the  human  voice,  declared  it  to  be 
in  the  fates,  that  another  oracle  of  Jupiter  fhould  be  eftablifhed  there.  The  fact 
was  attefted  by  all  that  belonged  to  the  temple,  and  the  miracle  palled  currently. 
But  the  priefts  of  the  Theban  Jupiter,  who  had  no  intereft  in  this  particular  fu- 
perftition,  and  with  whom  Herodotus  converfed  when  he  was  in  Egypt,  explained 
the  blunder  and  the  fraud  to  him.  Some  Phoenician  rovers,  it  feems,  had  carried  off 
two  prieftefies,  and  fold  one  into  Lybia,  and  the  other  into  Greece,  where  they  fet 
up  oracles  on  the  model  of  that  which  was  in  their  own  country.  Bochart  has 
Ihewn  how  affinity  of  founds,  which  gave  occafion  to  the  Greek  poets  to  call  the 
priefts  Doves,  might  give  occafion  to  this  fable  :  and  Sir  J.  Marsham  cites  a 
paffage  in  Homer,  where  doves  are  faid  to  carry  ambrofia  to  Jupiter.  Let  me 
fay,  by  the  way,  that  Bochart  might  have  learned  from  hence,  how  precarious  a 
foundation  for  conjecture  fimilitude  of  found  is,  on  which  however,  many  of  his. 
conjectures  reft  principally. 

That  I  may  compare  this  antient,  with  a  modern,  inftance  of  impudent  fraud 
and  foolilh  credulity,  let  me  mention  among  many,  one  that  prevails  at  this  time 
even  in  France.  It  is  believed  then  in  that  country  by  devout  perfons,  that  fome 
holy  man  had  formerly  a  revelation  in  a  vifion  or  a  dream,  directing  a  monaftery  to 
be  built,  and  founded  in  a  particular  field,  which  was  (hewn  to  him.  The  good 
man  publiftied  this  revelation  :  a  bigot  age  believed  him  :  the  monaftery  was 
founded,  and  a  new  order  of  lazy  drones  was  added  to  the  church.  Their  firft 
and  all  their  other  monafteries  were  richly  endowed  :  and  they  continue  to  this  day 
under  a  name  that  marks  their  fuppofed  divine  inRitution,  the  name  of  Premontre. 

If  fuch  grofs  lies  could  be  impofed,  if  plain  matters  of  fact  could  be  thus  per- 
verted to  foment  fuperftition,   what  errors  mult  have  arifen  to  have  the  fame 

effect 
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critical  knowledge  of  the  anecdotes  of  antiquity.  It  is  enough 
for  me  to  have  read  and  confidered  them  fo  far,  as  to  fee  fome 
general  truths  that  rcfult  from  them.  I  proceed  therefore  in 
the  fame  manner  to  obferve,  that  many  antient  traditions 
might  induce  one  to  think,  that  the  unity  of  God  was  the 
original  belief  of  mankind,  and  that  polytheifm  and  idolatry 
were  the  corruptions  of  this  orthodox  faith.  Cudworth 
feemed  to  me  to  have  eftablifhed  this  opinion  on  as  good 
foundations  as  any  opinions  of  this  fort  can  reft,  and  I  own 
that  I  once  very  much  inclined  to  it.  But  when  it  is  con- 
fidered more  clofely,  and  without  prepoiTeflion,  I  apprehend 
that  it  can  be  fupported  neither  by  facred  nor  by  prophane 
authority. 

Not  by  facred;  becaufe  the  Mofaic  account  is  plainly  incon- 
iiftent  with  itfelf,  as  it  ftands  in  the  books  we  have  under  the 

effect  from  the  ufe  of  hieroglyphics,  fymbols,  and  allegories,  wherein  phyfical 
and  moral  philofophy  were  delivered  down  to  pofterity  ?  If  naked  truth,  pafling 
through  many  hands,  came  to  be  difguifed,  what  muft  have  happened  to  truth, 
wearing  a  mafic  at  her  firft  appearance  ?  The  hieroglyphic  and  the  lymbol  remain- 
ed, and  the  fable  continued  in  tradition,  when  the  fignification  of  the  one,  and  the 
moral  of  the  other,  were  forgot.  Books,  which  treat  of  antient  mythology,  furnifli 
many  inftances  of  this  kind.  I  will  mention  two  out  of  Diodorus  Siculus,  as 
examples  of  another  way,  whereby  fuperftitiobs  opinions  and  practices  encreafed 
among  the  heathen.  Pallas  was  a  virgin,  born  out  of  the  head  of  Jupiter. 
She  was  a  goddefs,  famous  in  many  refpeds ;  and  we  fee  of  what  confcquencc 
her  ftatue  was  in  the  Trojan  war  \  Now  the  antient  naturalifts  meaned  to  ex- 
prefs,  by  this  daughter  of  Jupiter,  nothing  more  than  the  air,  uncorrupted,  and 
holding  the  fublimer  place  among  the  elements.  Thus  again,  as  the  Romans  car- 
ried the  eagle,  fo  the  Egyptians  carried  the  images  of  divers  beafts  in  their  en- 
figns b.  Thefe  images,  which  were  prefervcd  only  as  monuments  of  their  triumphs, 
came  in  time  to  be  adored  as  authors  of  their  victories.  The  dog,  which  Anubis, 
and  the  wolf,  which  Macedon,  wore  on  dieir  fhields  or  on  their  helmets,  after 
having  been  long  honored  as  emblems  of  thefe  demi-gods,  came  to  be  gods 
themfelvcs.  From  fome  fuch  originals,  might  proceed  many  other  monftrous 
obje&s  of  adoration, 

11 qualia  demens 

Aegyptus  portenta  colit Juv. 

•Diod.  Sic.  I,  1.  •»  Jb.  1.  *. 
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name  of  Moses.  Not  by  prophane  ;  becaufe  thofe  anecdotes 
are  quite  unfavorable  to  this  opinion,  and  becaufe  every  pro- 
bable reafon  that  can  be  drawn  from  the  conftitution  of  human 
nature,  and  from  the  ordinary  procefs  of  the  human  mind, 
{lands  in  direct  contradiction  to  it. 

Methusalem,  it  is  faid,  faw  both  Adam  and  Noah,  to  both 
of  whom  God  revealed  himfelf  in  his  unity.  Shem,  the  fon 
of  Noah,  lived  even  to  the  days  of  Abraham.  Need  I  ftay 
to  fhew  how  impoflible  it  is  for  any  man  in  his  fenfes  to 
believe,  that  a  tradition  derived  from  God  himfelf,  through  fo 
few  generations,  was  loft  among  the  greateft  part  of  mankind, 
or  that  polytheifm  and  idolatry  were  eftabliflied  on  the  ruins 
of  it  in  the  days  of  Serug,  before  thofe  of  Abraham,  and 
fo  foon  after  the  deluge  ?  I  mould  think  it  impoflible  even 
for  the  Jews  themfelves,  who  fwallow  fo  many  fables  and  fo 
many  anacronifms.  Since  the  unity  of  God  was  not  univer- 
fally  taught  in  thofe  early  days,,  it  was  not  fo  revealed,  nor 
preferved  in  the  manner  aflumed. 

If  the  inconfiftency  of  this  account  makes  us  reject  it,  we 
mail  find  lefs  reafon  to  believe,  on  the  authority  of  prophane 
traditions,  that  the  unity  of  God  was  the  primitive  faith  of 
mankind.  Revelations  to  the  Father  and  to  the  Reftorer 
of  the  whole  human  race,  might  have  eftablimed  this  faith 
univerfally  r  but  without  revelation  it  could  not  be  that  even- 
of  any  one  people,  till  obfervation  and  meditation,  till  a  full  and 
vigorous  exercife  of  reafon  made  it  fuch.  By  considering  the 
phaenomena  feparately,  men  could  not  arrive  at  a  knowledge 
of  the  one  Supreme  Being  :  and  fuch  men,  as  we  {peak  of,. 
were  not  capable  of  taking  an  entire  view  of  the  harmony  of 
the  whole* 

Writers 
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Writers  are  apt  to  talk  of  general  confent,  as  if  it  proved  irr 
all  cafes,  that  opinions  fo  confented  to,  have  a  real  conformity,, 
and  bear  a  real  proportion,  to  the  univerfal  reafon  of  mankind. 
Thus  in  Tully,  there  are  fome  attempts  to  prove  the  truth  of 
polytheifm.  Thus  a  modern  philofopher  and  divine  *  attempts 
to  prove,  that  the  belief  of  inviiible  fpiritsy  employed  in  di- 
recting the  affairs  of  this  vilible  world,  is  founded  in  "  natu- 
"  ral  inftincr.  and  the  evidence  of  reafon."  It  would  be  eafy 
to  fhew,  in  a  multitude  of  inftances,  that  if  this  poflulatum 
be  admitted,  things  manifeftly  falfe  muff,  pafs  often  for  true, 
and  things  demonftrated  true,  for  falfe.  Even  the  existence 
of  a  firft  intelligent  caufe,  the  very  unity  of  God,  of  which 
we  are  fpeaking,  muft  be  owned  to  want  this  pretended  cri- 
terion of  truth.  But  if  univerfal  confent  be  not  neceflary  to 
eftablifh  this  demonftrated  truth,  how  much  lefs  neceflary 
is  it,  that  this  mould  have  been  the  primitive  belief  of  man- 
kind ?  Polytheifm  and  idolatry  are  repugnant  to  right  reafon, 
that  is,  to  the  conclufions  that  reafon  draws  from  fufficient 
information,  and  from  the  combinations  and  comparifons  of 
real,  not  phantaftic  ideas  and  notions.  But  polytheifm  and 
idolatry  have  fo  clofe  a  connection  with  the  few  fuperficial 
and  ill-verified  ideas  and  notions  of  rude  ignorant  men,  and 
with  the  affections  of  their  minds,  that  one  of  them  could 
not  fail  to  be  their  firft  religious  principle,  nor  the  other  their 
firft  religious  practice.. 

There  is  fo  little  prophane  authority  for  afierting  the  con- 
trary, thqt  if  the  pafiages,  produced  to  prove  it,,  were  more 
direct,  and  more  numerous  and  uniform  than  they  are,  they 
would  not  prove  it  to  any  one  who  gives  as  little  credit  to  our. 

*  Thomassin.  Met.  d'etudier  &c.laphilo£ 

very 
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very  beft  fyftems  of  antient  chronology  as  they  deferve.  Sup- 
pole  it  clearly  proved  by  fome  of  thefe  paffages  in  any  one 
inftance,  that  the  unity  of  God  was  the  primitive  belief,  the 
term  primitive  will  be  equivocal,  and  the  proof  precarious. 
For  how  fhall  we  be  allured  that  we  fee  clearly  in  the  midft 
of  chronological  darknefs,  which  is  always  thickeft  the  further 
we  go  back,  that  this  orthodox  faith  was  not  preceded  among 
the  fame  people  by  polytheifm  and  idolatry,  as  we  fhall  cer- 
tainly find  that  it  was  fucceeded  by  them  ?  The  whole  world 
appears,  as  foon  as  we  come  into  hiftorical  light,  over-run 
with  them.  The  vulgar  embrace  them  eafily,  even  after  the 
true  dodtrine  of  a  divine  unity  has  been  taught  and  received, 
as  we  may  learn  from  the  example  of  the  Ifraelites  :  and 
fuperftitions  grow  apace  and  fpread  wide,  even  in  thofe  coun- 
tries where  chriflianity  has  been  eftablifhed,  and  is  daily  taught ; 
as  we  may  learn  from  the  examples  of  the  Roman  churches, 
to  fay  nothing  of  the  reformed,  who  are  lefs  liable  to  the  ob- 
jection. But  ftill  it  remains  true,  that  the  belief  of  one  Su- 
preme Being  may  be  eftablifhed  on  the  ruins  of  polytheifm 
and  idolatry.  In  facl;  it  hath  been  fo,  in  hiftorical  ages.  Why 
fhould  it  not  have  been  fo  in  that  dark  age,  which  preceded 
even  the  fabulous  age,  according  to  Varro's  diftribution  of 
them  ?  In  the  Theban  dynafty,  the  Supreme  Being  was  pi- 
oufly  adored  under  the  name  of  Kneph,  and  the  people  of  it 
were  fo  far  from  any  idolatrous  worfhip,  that  they  refufed  on 
this  account,  as  rigid  Jews  or  Chriftians  might  have  done,  to 
contribute  to  a  tax  raifed  in  Egypt,  and  applied  to  repair  the 
temples,  the  images  or  pictures,  and  other  inftruments  of  ido- 
latry. Now  the  Theban  was  the  moft  antient  dynafty  of 
Egypt :  and  the  Egyptians  were  the  moft  antient  people  of 
the  world :  the  firft  men  therefore  were  unitarians,  not  poly- 
theifts.  But  how  can  this  conclufion  ftand,  when  the  premifes 
neither  have  been,  nor  can  be  proved  j  when  there  may  have 

been 
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been  dynafties  more  antient  than  this,  or  various  revolutions 
of  religion  in  this  very  dynafty ;  and  when  I  have  much  more 
reafon  to  believe,  on  the  reafon  of  the  thing,  and  on  a  general 
analogy  to  what  has  happened  in  other  countries,  that  the  firft 
men  were  polytheifts,  than  any  fcholar  has,  on  the  precarious 
authority  of  a  broken  tradition  or  two,  to  pronounce  them 
orthodox  on  this  article  of  their  faith  ?  In  mort,  there  is,  I 
think,  no  fufficient  grounds  on  which  to  believe,  that  natural 
theology  was  taught  in  its  purity  firft,  and  corrupted  after- 
wards ;  whereas  reafon  and  obfervation  both  make  it  probable, 
that  it  has  fared  with  the  firft  philofophy  as  with  every  other 
part  of  fciencc,  that  is,  much  error  has  been  mingled  fome- 
times  with  a  little  knowledge,  and  efpecially  in  the  beginnings 
of  men's  inquiries  into  nature  ;  and  that  at  other  times  in 
the  progrefs  of  thefe  inquiries,  where  any  progrefs  has  been 
made,  more  or  lefs  knowledge  has  been  acquired  with  a  lefs 
proportion  of  error.  Confcious  of  human  weaknefs  and  de- 
pendency, men  have  acknowledged  in  the  infancy  of  philo- 
fophy, and  even  before  the  birth  of  it,  power  and  intelligence 
fuperior  to  their  own,  fuch  as  made  the  world,  or  fuch  at 
leaft  as  governs  it.  This  was  knowledge.  But  error  grew 
up  with  it.  They  adored  the  vifible  objects  that  (truck  their 
fenfes,  or  at  beft  the  invifible  beings  that  they  afTumed  to 
refide  in  them.  The  rational,  the  orthodox  belief,  the  firft 
true  principle  of  all  theology,  was  not  eftablifhed,  nor  could 
be  fo,  till  the  manhood  of  philofophy. 

The  progrefs  of  this  manhood  was  every  where  flow,  and  m 
fome  countries  none  appears  to  have  been  ever  made.  On 
the  contrary,  men  continued  from  age  to  age  in  the  fame 
ftate,  which  may  be  properly  called  a  ftate  of  natural  error 
and  fuperftition.  Such  nations,  like  changelings  or  naturals, 
may  be  faid  to  have  been  children  to  their  death.     But  in 

others 
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others  this  progrefs  was  made,  and  favorable  combinations  of 
circumftances  helped  to  quicken  it,  in  fome  more,  in  fome 
lefs  ;  but  in  all  much  more  to  the  improvement  of  ufeful  arts, 
and  of  other  fciences,  particularly  of  government,  than  to 
the  inveftigation  of  truths  concerning  the  firft  philofophy. 
We  read,  with  a  juft  admiration,  the  accounts  that  are  come 
down  to  us,  fhort  and  imperfecl:  as  they  are,  of  the  wifdom 
and  policy  of  antient  nations,  of  the  eaftern  empires,  and 
particularly  in  Herodotus  and  Diodorus  Siculus,  of  the 
Egyptian  government.  All  the  arts  and  fciences  were  carried 
far  among  them,  feveral  much  further  than  we  are  able  to 
imitate  ;  and  if  we  judge  of  their  improvements  in  other 
fciences,  as  we  may  fairly  do,  by  thofe  which  they  made  in 
aftronomy,  we  fhall  find  reafon  to  be  of  opinion,  that  thefe 
funk  inftead  of  riling  in  the  hands  of  the  Greeks,  notwith- 
standing their  boafts,  and  thofe  of  Plato  particularly,  that 
they  improved  all  they  learned  ;  as  we  fee  that  the  knowledge 
of  the  true  folar  fyftem  was  loft  foon  after  the  days  of  Pytha- 
goras, and  made  way  for  the  falfe  one  of  Ptolemy.  But 
when  we  confider  the  ftate  of  natural  theology  among  the 
fame  nations,  and  at  the  fame  time,  we  admire  no  longer ;  we 
remain  aftonifhed,  that  men  who  excelled  in  every  other 
branch  of  knowledge,  fhould  embrace  fo  many  abfurd  errors 
in  this,  and  deduce  from  their  philofophy  a  fyftem  of  religion 
that  rendered  them  a  proverb,  even  among  polytheifts  and 
idolaters.  To  give  a  full  account  of  this,  would  be  to  give  an 
hiftory  of  the  progrefs  of  the  firft  philofophy.  I  fhall  touch 
the  principal  heads  as  fhortly  as  I  can  ;  and  indeed  the  greateft* 
fcholars  when  they  pretend  to  do  much  more,  to  enter  into  a 
detail  of  particulars,  and  to  treat  this  fubjecl:  minutely,  involve 
themfelves  and  their  readers  in  webs  of  hypothefes,  one  gene- 
rally as  improbable  as  another,  and  none  of  them  of  any  real 
ufe.     They  fhew  much  learning,  as  it  is  called,  and  often 

much 
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much  fubtilty,  and  this  is  all  they  mew  that  deferves  any 
commendation,  if  even  this  deferves  it.  I  refer  you  therefore 
to  them,  if  you  are  defirous  to  fee  more  particulars  than  you 
will  find  here,  concerning  the  rife  and  early  progrefs  of  Pagan 
theology  and  worfhip. 

Among  people  immerfed  in  ignorance  and  fuperftition,  there 
arofe  in  antient  days,  as  there  have  done  fmce,  fome  men  of 
more  genius  than  the  common  herd,  and  that  were  placed  in 
fituations  and  circumftances,  which  gave  them  perhaps  oppor- 
tunities of  receiving  instruction  from  others,  or  at  lead  better 
means  of  obferving  nature  themfelves,  and  more  leifure  for 
the  inveftigation  of  truth,  and  for  the  improvement  of  know- 
ledge. Thefe  men  were  the  firft  miflionaries,  and  I  fuppole 
the  beft,  that  have  been  feen  in  the  world.  They  aflembled 
little  families,  clans  or  hords,  into  larger  and  more  civilized 
communities  :  they  invented  many  ufeful  arts  of  life  :  they 
eftablifhed  order  and  good  government,  and  they  taught  men 
the  great  leflbn  of  promoting  the  happinefs  of  individuals,  by 
promoting  that  of  the  public,  and  of  preferving  liberty  by 
fubjection  to  law.  Thefe  legillators,  however,  had  been  bred 
in  the  fuperftitious  opinions  and  practices  of  their  families  and 
countries,  and  for  that  reafon  one  may  incline  to  think,  that 
they  preferved  a  tang  of  this  fuperftition  in  their  legiflative 
capacity  ;  fince  it  is  much  more  rare  to  fee  men  fhake  off* 
entirely  long  habits  of  error,  than  to  fee  them  rife  out  of 
meer  ignorance  to  certain  degrees  of  knowledge.  On  this 
fuppofition,  it  would  be  obvious  to  account  for  the  fuperfti- 
tious opinions  and  practices  which  they  propagated,  and  ren- 
dered venerable  in  all  the  governments  they  eftablifhed.  But 
a  reflection  prefents  itfelf  immediately,  which  lets  us  into  a 
fecret,  and  perhaps  a  truer  motive  that  they  had  to  hold  this 
conduct.     They  might  be  neither  bigots  to  old  fuperftitions, 

Vol.  IV.  E  nor 
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nor  to  thofe  that  they  fuperinduced  themfelves.  They  could 
not  believe  that  they  had  a  correspondence,  which  they  knew 
they  had  not,  with  gods  or  daemons,  even  if  they  believed  the 
exiftence  of  fuch  imaginary  beings,  and  yet  they  all  pretended 
to  this  great  prerogative.  The  Egyptian  wifdom,  their  reli- 
gious and  civil  inftitutions,  were  taught  by  Mercury  :  and 
their  firft  legislators  and  philofophers  aflumed  the  name,  or 
had  it  given  them  on  this  account.  Zoroaster  and  Zamol- 
xi s,  one  among  the  Ba&rians,  and  the  other  among  the  Scy- 
thians, had  revelations  from  Vesta.  Minos  had  them  from 
Jupiter  himfelf,  and  Charondas  from  Saturn.  Numa 
converfed  familiarly  with  ^Egeria,  and  Pythagoras  with 
Minerva.  I  need  mention  no  more,  for  I  will  not  offend  by 
adding  Moses  to  this  catalogue. 

Now  fince  thefe  men  impofed  revelations  they  knew  to  be 
falfe,  we  may  conclude,  they  were  not  much  in  earneft  about 
feveral  of  the  doctrines  they  taught,  and  of  the  inftitutions 
they  made,  not  even  about  a  doctrine  which  moft,  and  I 
believe  all  of  them,  were  extremely  folicitous  to  inculcate,  I 
mean  the  do&rine  of  future  rewards  and  punifhments.  They 
endeavoured  to  profit  of  the  general  difpolition,  to  apprehend 
fuperior  powers,  in  fome  of  whom  fuperftition  had  accuftomed 
men  to  imagine  a  feverity  of  juftice,  and  even  an  inclination 
to  afflid:  and  torment ;  and  they  knew  enough  of  the  human 
heart,  to  know  that  men  would  be  flattered  with  immortality 
in  any  fhape,  and  tho  the  confequence  of  it  might  be  their 
own  damnation.  Religion  in  the  hands  of  thefe  philofophical 
legislators,  who  fucceeded  to  the  authority  of  fathers  of  fami- 
lies, was  a  proper  expedient  to  enforce  obedience  to  political 
regimen  :  and  neither  the  dodxines  of  it,  nor  the  rites  and 
ceremonies  and  manners  of  worfhip,  could  be  too  grofs  for 
thofe  who  had  believed  and  practifed  many  other  fuperftitions 

in 
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in  the  days  of  frill  greater  flmplicity  and  ignorance,  and  whilfl 
they  were  under  paternal  government.  I  can  eafily  perfuade 
myfelf,  for  I  think  it  not  only  pofiible  but  probable,  that 
many  of  the  reformers  had  discovered  the  exiftence  of  one 
Supreme  Being,  which  cannot  long  efcape  the  knowledge  of 
thofe  who  obferve  the  whole  face  of  nature.  But  this  know- 
ledge, and  the  confequences  they  mould  be  able  to  deduce 
from  it,  might  not  feem  to  them  fufficiently  adapted  to  the 
character  of  the  people  with  whom  they  had  to  do  :  a  people 
led  by  their  fenfes,  and  by  the  firft  appearances  of  things,  with 
little  ufe  of  reafon,  and  little  exercife  of  reflection,  which 
might  have  rendered  them  capable  of  rifing  from  fenfible  to 
intelligible  objects. 

Natural  theology,  pure  and  unmixed,  it  might  be  thought, 
would  fpeak  in  vain  to  a  multitude,  in  whom  appetites  and 
prepofTeflions,  affections  and  paflions,  raifed  by  fenfible  objects, 
were  ftrong,  and  the  force  of  reafon  fmall.  It  was  neceflary, 
therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  thefe  miflionaries  of  good  policy 
and  good  manners,  and,  in  order  to  promote  them  both,  of 
religion  likewife,  to  fuit  their  doctrines  to  fuch  grofs  concepti- 
ons, and  to  raife  fuch  affections  and  paflions  by  human  images, 
and  by  objects  that  made  ftrong  impreflions  on  fenfe,  as  might 
be  oppofed  with  fuccefs  to  fuch  as  were  raifed  by  human 
images,  and  by  fenfible  objects  too,  and  were  deftructive  of 
order,  and  pernicious  to  fociety.  That  true  felf-love  and 
fbcial  are  the  fame,  as  you  have  exprefled  a  maxim,  I  have 
always  thought  moft  undeniably  evident  ;  or  that  the  author 
of  nature  has  fo  conftituted  the  human  fyftem,  that  they  coin- 
cide in  it,  may  be  eafily  demonftrated  to  any  one  who  is  able 
to  compare  a  very  few  clear  and  determinate  ideas.  But  it  will 
not  follow,  that  he  to  whom  this  demonftration  is  made,  nor 
even  he  who  makes  it,  fhall  regulate  his  conduct  according  to 

E  2  it, 
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it,  nor  reduce  to  practice  what  is  true  in  (peculation.  We  are 
fo  made,  that  a  lefs  immediate  good  will  determine  the  gene- 
rality of  mankind,  in  oppofition  to  one  that  is  much  greater, 
even  according  to  our  own  meafure  of  things,  but  more  re- 
mote :  and  an  agreeable  momentary  fenfation  will  be  preferred 
to  any  kiting  and  real  advantage  which  reafon  alone  can  hold 
out  to  us,  and  reflection  alone  can  make  us  perceive.  Philo- 
fophy  may  teach  us  to  do  voluntarily,  as  I  have  read  that 
Aristotle  fays  it  does,  what  others  are  conftrained  to  do  by 
force.  But  the  many  were  not  philofophers  :  and  therefore 
the  few  might  think  very  plaufibly,  that  fear  was  neceflhry  to- 
make  them  act  as  fuch.  The  influence  of  reafon  is  flow  and 
calm,  that  of  the  paflions  fudden  and  violent.  Reafon  there- 
fore might  fuggeft  the  art  that  ferved  to  turn  the  paflions  on 
her  fide. 

Tho  I  think,  that  they  who  inftituted  religions  in  the  Pagan 
world  were  not  convinced  of  the  truth  of  their  own  doctrines, 
and  that  their  fole  view  was  to  add,  by  this  political  expedient,, 
divine  to  human  authority,  and  the  fanction  of  revelation  to  the 
dictates  of  right  reafon,  yet  am  I  perfuaded,  that  many  of 
them  believed  the  exiftence  of  one  Supreme  Being,  the  foun- 
tain of  all  exiftence,  as  I  faid  jufl  now.  They  believed  far- 
ther, the  anecdotes  of  antiquity  make  it  plain  that  they  did, 
the  exiftence  of  many  inferior  beings  generated,  not  ungene- 
rated  gods  and  daemons.  They  erected,  as  it  were,  a  divine 
monarchy  on  the  ruins  of  a  divine  ariftocracy  ;  and  in  this  re- 
flect, as  well  as  many  others,  they  refined,  whilft  they  improv- 
ed in  knowledge,  out  of  the  abfurdities  of  original  fuperftition, 
into  one  that  was  a  little  lefs  abfurd,  and  that  came  nearer 
truth,  or  difguifed  error  under  more  plauflble  appearances., 
But  all  thefe  refinements,  at  leaft  as  foon  as  the  diftinction  of 
a  public  and  a  fecret  doctrine  was  made,  whenever  that  was 

made, 
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made,  became  parts  of  their  hidden  doctrine,  which  was  com- 
municated to  the  initiated  alone.  Their  outward  doclrine 
differed  not  from  that  of  the  vulgar,  it  was  the  fame  :  or  ra- 
ther the  fuperftition  they  found  eftablifhed  by  cuftom  and 
habit,  and  that  which  they  fuperinduced  by  inftitution,  com- 
pofed  one  monftrous  fyftem  of  ridiculous  polytheifm  and  nau- 
feous  idolatry.  I  imagine,  that  the  firft  philofophy,  of  which 
I  am  to  fpeak  principally  in  this  effay,  took  its  rife  among  the 
fons  of  men,  and  was  fometimes  purged  and  improved,  as- 
every  other  part  of  philofophy  was  in  certain  places,  and  ren- 
dered more  abominable  in  others. 

I  do  not  intend  to  make  the  apology  of  thofe,  who  deftroy- 
ed  the  true  principles  of  natural  theology,  by  adopting  old, 
and  inventing  new  fuperftitions,  in  order  to  enforce  fubmiflion 
to  government,  and  the  practice  of  morality.  I  fay  only,  the 
firft  reformers  of  mankind  are  not  without  excufe  on  this 
head.  Great  authorities  may  be  cited,  antient  and  modern, 
Pagan  and  Chriftian  ;  fome  for  impofing  things  untrue,  fome 
for  concealing  things  true,  and  fome  for  doing  both,  in  mat- 
ters of  religion.  But  a  much  better  excufe,  and  fuch  a  one 
as  divines  particularly  will  have  no  good  grace  in  rejecting, 
may  be  urged  in  their  favor  ;  and  if  nothing  can  juftify,  this 
will  at  leaft  alleviate,  their  guilt. 

This  was  their  cafe  :  they  found  mankind  immerfed  in  fu- 
perftition, and  accuftomed  to  licentioufnefs.  To  cure  them 
of  the  latter,  they  made  their  profit  of  the  former.  They 
reduced  curious  fuperftitions  that  were  taken  up  by  chance, 
as  every  man's  imagination  fuggefted  them  to  him,  and  with- 
out defign,  into  fy ftems  j  and  they  directed-  thefe  fyftems 
in  doctrine  and  practice,  to  the  purpofe  of  reforming  the 
manners  of  the  half-favage  people  whom  they  civilizedy  and 

to 
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to  the  improvement  of  focial  life  under  the  influence  of  law. 
Appeals  to  the  reafon  of  unreafonable  men  would  have  had 
little  effedt :  and  they  had  no  power  to  force  inward  convic- 
tion, any  more  than  outward  profeflion.  They  employed 
therefore  the  only  expedient,  as  bad  a  one  as  it  was,  that  they 
had,  fufficient  to  force  both  ;  the  dread  of  fuperior  power, 
maintained  and  cultivated  by  luperflition,  and  applied  by 
policy. 

What   now  was  the  cafe  of  the  famous  legiflator  Moses  ? 
Some  excufe  for  the  former  will  refult,  I  think,  from  this  com- 
parifon.    When  God  remembered  his  covenant  with  Abraham, 
an  abfurd  expreflion,  but  very  theological,  the  defcendants  of 
Abraham  had  forgot  their  God.  They  were  become  Egyptians, 
that  is,  they  were  attached  to  the  country,  and  frill  more  at- 
tached to  all  the  fuperftitions  of  it.     They  were  conftrained  by 
miracles  to  abandon  one  ;  but  no  miracles,  no  interpofitions  of 
providence  could  oblige  them  to  abandon  the  other.     God  was 
forced,  therefore,  to  indulge  them  in  leveral  fuperftitious  preju- 
dices, as  learned  divines  fcruple  not  to  affirm  ;  and  in  facl:  it  ap- 
pears,  that  a  great  part  of  the  ritual  obfervances  and  laws  of 
the  Egyptians  and  of  the  Ifraelites  were  the  fame,    or  fb  near 
alike,  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  their  having  one  common  ori- 
gin.    This  even  Herman  Witzius  cannot  deny.    He  allows 
that  there  was  a   great  and  wonderful  conformity   between 
them,   "  magnam  atque  mirandam  convenientiam  in  religionis 
u  negotio  :"  and,  therefore  he  would  perfuade,  if  he  could, 
againft  the  plaineft  evidence  that  antiquity  can  furnifh  on  any 
fubjedt,    that  the  Egyptians  borrowed  thefe  institutions  from 
the  Ifraelites,  the  mafters  from  their  fcholars  and  their  flaves ; 
which  would  not  mend  the   matter  neither  extremely,  if  it 
could  be  fhewn,  as  he  attempted  very  weakly  to  mew  it, 
againft  Marsham  and  Spencer. 

But 
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But  you  will  afk,  and  a  reafonable  queftion  it  will  be, 
why  was  God  forced  to  indulge  his  people  in  thefe  fuperftiti- 
ons  ?  The  divine  has  his  anfwer  ready  ;  becaufe  it  becomes 
Infinite  Wifdom  to  do  nothing  by  extraordinary  and  fuperna- 
tnral  means,  which  may  be  done  by  ordinary  and  natural  ; 
and  becaufe  wife  governors  compound,  as  it  were,  often  with 
obfhnacy,  and  indulge  men  in  fome  prejudices,  that  they  may 
draw  them  off  the  more  effe&ually  from  others  *.     For  thefe 

weighty 

*  Thus  it  is  divines  account  for  the  many  Egyptian  rites  that  were  preferved  in 
the  Mofaical  inftitution,  by  afluming  that  God  ordered  it  lb  out  of  indulgence  to  his 
ehofen  people,  who  were  ftrongly  attached  to  the  religion  and  manners  of  Egypt,, 
and  in  order  to  reconcile  them  to  his  law,  by  a  little  mixture  of  fuperftition  in  the 
ceremonious  part  of  it.  Let  another  aflumption,  made  on  the  fame  principle,  and 
more  prefumptuous,  if  that  be  polTible,  than  the  former,  be  mentioned.  It  is  this. 
That  Cncere,  pious  and  learned  man  Mr.  Whiston  fuppofesT  in  his  new  theory 
of  the  earth,  that  the  fun,  moon  and  ftars  were  made  belore  the  fix  days  work  of 
the  creation  began  •,  tho  they  are  faid  to  have  been  made  at  the  fame  time,  accord- 
ing to  the  obvious  fenfe  of  the  words  of  Moses.  They  are  faid  then  firfl  to  be, 
or  to  be  made,  only  becaufe  they  became  firft  confpicuous  then,  and  their 
bodies  diftinctly  vifible,  as  in  a  clear  day  or  night  they  now  appear  to  us,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Whiston.  The  point  is  delicate,  and  therefore  the  good  man 
thought  himfelf  obliged  to  account,  as  well  as  he  could,  for  this  apparent,  and  1 
fear  real,  difference  between  Moses  and  him.  He  fays,  in  the  firfl  place,  diat 
Moses  wrote  in  this  manner,  becaufe  it  was  necefiary  to  fecure  the  Jews  from  the 
adoration  of  the  hoft  of  heaven.  There  was  no  other  way  to  apply  a  fitting 
remedy  to  that  prevailing  cuftom.  The  worihip  of  terreftrial  things  was  demon- 
ftrated,  by  this  account  of  their  original,  to  be  foolifh  and  abfurd  ;  but  that  of 
the  celeftial  bodies  would  have  feemed  permitted  at  leaft,  if  they  too  had  not 
been  included  in  the  fame  relation.  He  lays,  in  the  next  place,  that  we  ought  to 
look  on  the  Mofaic  hiftory  of  the  creation,  as  on  a  journal  of  the  appearances  of 
things,  fuch  an  one  as  an  honeft  and  obferving  fpectator  on  the  earth  would  have  made 
and  have  believed  true,  tho  it  was  not  agreeable  to  the  reality  of  things.  Now  to 
the  firft  of  thefe  bold  aflumptions,  there  lies  a  moft  cruel  objection,  of  which  Mr. 
Whiston  takes  no  notice.  If  Moses  had  told  the  Jews,  that  the  celeftial  bodies 
were  created  beings,  as  well  as  our  eardi,  tho  created  before,  even  long  before  it, 
they  would  have  believed  him  as  foon,  and  have  been  as  effectually  armed  againft 
idolatrous  worfhip,  by  a  true  reprefentation,  as  they  believed  him,  and  were 
thus  armed  by  an  untrue  one.  Another  objection  indeed  Mr.  Whiston  fup- 
pofes  might  be  made  to  him,  and  he  anfwers  it  plaufibly  enough  ;  for  tho  there 
might  be  no  fpe&ator  to  obferve  and  record  what  pafied,  yet  if  the  nature  of  the 

hiftory 
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weighty  reafons,  the  God  of  truth  chofe  to  indulge  error, 
and  fuited  his  inftitutions  to  the  tafte  of  the  age,  "  ad  faeculi 
"  guftum  et  ufum,"  fays  Spencer.  For  thefe  weighty  rea- 
fons, he  would  not  enlighten  the  underftandings,  foften  the 
hearts,  nor  determine  the  wills  of  his  chofen  people  ;  tho  he 
had  hardened  the  heart  of  Pharaoh  a  little  before  againft  the 
ftrongeft  manifeftations  of  almighty  power  ;  which  is,  I  pre- 
fume,  as  extraordinary  and  fupernatural  an  operation  as  that 
of  foftening  the  heart  to  yield  to  fuch  manifeftations.  We 
may  carry  this  farther.  God  contented  himfelf,  according  to 
thefe  bold  judges  of  the  principles  and  views  of  his  proceedings, 
to  take  ordinary  and  natural  means  in  a  cafe  to  which  they 
were  not  adequate,  as  he  muft  have  known  in  his  prefcience 
that  they  would  not  be,  and  as  we  know  by  the  hiftory  of 
thefe  people,  that  they  were  not ;  their  whole  hiftory  being  a 
continued  feries  of  difficult  conversions  from  idolatry,  and  eafy 
relapfes  to  it.     By  this  comparifon  it  appears  then  already  that 

hiftory  required  it,  Moses  might  very  properly  reprefent  things  as  they  would 
have  appeared  to  any  fuch  fpectator  who  had  been  preient.  But  Mr.  Whiston 
immediately  deftroys  the  force,  fuch  as  it  is,  of  his  own  anfwer.  "  To  fpeak  my 
"  mind  freely,"  fays  he,  "  I  believe  that  the  Meflias  was  there  actually  preient,  that 
f*  he  made  the  journal,  that  he  delivered  it  after  to  Moses  on  mount  Sinai,  and  that 
11  from  thence  it  appears  in  the  front  of  his  pentateuch  at  this  day."  It  is'  no 
longer  Moses  then  who  reprefents  things  untruly,  but  fuch  as  they  would  have  ap- 
peared to  an  horteft  ignorant  fpedtator.  It  is  the  Meflias  who  reprefents  them 
untruly  to  Moses,  and  deceives  others  deliberately,  for  he  could  not  be  deceived 
himfelf,  to  prevent  by  this  fallacy  an  evil,  that  would  have  been  prevented  juft  as 
well  by  the  truth.  Whatever  rank  Mr.  Whiston  is  pleafed  to  allow  the  Meflias, 
he  mould  have  refpected  this  divine  perfon  enough,  not  to  impute  to  him  a  falfe 
journal,  made  for  an  unneceffary  purpofe.  But  this  he  does  :  whilft  other  divines 
impute  to  the  Supreme  Being,  an  indulgence  to  the  fuperftitious  prejudices  and 
habits  of  the  Ifraelites,  tho  reafon  as  well  as  experience  fhews,  that  thefe  means, 
which  they  aflume  that  infinite  wifdom  employed,  were  in  no  fort  proportionable 
to  the  end  which  they  afiume  that  the  fame  wifdom  propofed.  Thefe  are  the 
prophane  effects  of  theological  prefumption.  I  would  fooner  be  reputed,  nay  I 
would  fooner  be,  a  Pagan  than  a  Chriftian,  or  an  Atheift  than  a  Theift  •,  if  to  be 
one  or  the  other  it  was  neceffary  to  believe  fuch  abfurdities  as  thefe,  which 
however  difguifed,  and  foftened  by  a  certain  cant  of  expreflion,  are  directly  pro- 
phane, and  indirectly,  or  by  confequence  at  leaft,  blafphemous. 

Moses, 
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Moses,  who  pretended  to  be  directed  and  authorized  by  God 
himfelf,  indulged  the  Ifraelites  in  many  favorite  fuperftitions  : 
as  prophane  legiflators  indulged  the  people,  with  whom  they 
had  to  do. 

But  fince  I  am  got  thus  far  into  this  fubject,  allow  me  to 
take  a  ftep  or  two  more,  and  to  raife  from  the  dead  one  of 
thofe  antient  fages,  who  gave  laws  to  heathen  nations,  and  in- 
ftituted  religions  among  them.  Let  me  fuppofe,  that  one  of 
our  learned  divines  fummed  up  the  accufation  againft  him  and 
his  brethren,  and  contradiftinguifhed  them  from  the  legislator 
of  the  Hebrew  people,  thus.  Notwithftanding  the  conformity 
between  fome  ritual  laws  and  obfervances  of  this  people,  and 
of  the  Egyptians,  and  the  frequent  apoftacies  of  the  former, 
the  knowledge  of  the  one  true  God  was  preferved  among 
them  by  the  Mofaic  difpenfation,  whilft  polytheifm  and  ido- 
latry overfpread  the  reft  of  the  world.  Thus  the  great  defign 
of  God  was  effected  ;  and  thus  the  whole  oeconomy  of 
divine  providence  is  juftified.  Would  the  antient  fage  be  left 
without  any  reply  ?  I  think  not. 

He  might  infift,  in  his  own  excufe,  that  Moses,  like  pro- 
phane lawgivers  *,  did  not  only  indulge  the  people  in  fome 
favorite  habitual  mperftitions,  but  in  others  of  his  own  infti- 
tution  ;  and  that  his  predilection  for  all  thefe,  over  the  real 
duties  of  natural  religion,  made  him  inflict  more  fevere  penal- 
ties on  thofe  who  violated  the  former,  than  on  thofe  who  vio- 
lated the  latter.  He  might  infift,  that  among  the  fuperftitions 
of  Mofaic  inftitution  there  was  one,  which  could  be  charged 

*  Proclive  eft  obfervare,  Deum  cuilibet  legi  rituali,  manu  data,  hoc  eft  proterve 
et  ex  praemeditato  violatae,  lupplicium  extremum  ilatuifTe  -,  quum  tamen  peccatis 
fua  natunl  gravioribus,  fornicationi,  furto,  proximi  mutilationi,  ec  ejuitnodi, 
poenas  longe  mitiores  irrogavit.     Spen.  1.  i.  c.  i. 

Vol.  IV.  F  neither 
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neither  on  the  Egyptian,  nor  any  other  heathen  nation,  and 
which  furpafTed  the  moft  extravagant  of  theirs.  Befides  the 
gods,  which  may  be  faid  to  have  been,  as  it  were,  in  common, 
a  local  tutelary  divinity  was  afliimed  by  every  city  or  nation, 
and  was  diftinguifhed  and  appropriated  by  a  particular  appel- 
lation. This  fuperftition,  he  would  aftert,  that  Moses  imitat- 
ed, and  abufed,  and  aggravated  by  his  imitation.  Tho  poly- 
theifm  and  idolatry  overfpread  the  world,  might  he  fay,  the 
exiftence  of  the  Monad,  or  the  unity  of  the  one  Supreme 
Being,  was  not  unknown  to  many  of  us.  We  could  not  teach 
this  doctrine  with  fuccefs  to  the  vulgar,  uncapable  of  conceiv- 
ing things  purely  intellectual,  but  we  taught  it  to  thofe  who 
were  initiated  into  our  myfteries  :  and  if  we  did  not  propofe 
the  true  God  as  an  object  of  public  and  popular  adoration, 
neither  did  we  bring  the  notions  of  him  down  to  the  low  and 
grofs  conceptions  of  the  multitude,  nor  expofe  the  majefty  of 
this  awful  Being  to  their  prophanations.  This  Moses  did. 
He  would  not  confent  to  take  upon  him  the  commiffion  he  was 
appointed  to  execute,  nor  go  to  the  children  of  Ifrael,  till  he 
was  able  to  tell  them  the  name  of  the  God  who  fent  him.  In 
compliance  with  his  importunity,  and  with  the  prejudices  of 
the  people,  to  whom  he  was  fent,  God  is  faid  to  have  given 
himfelf  a  name,  a  very  magnificent  one  indeed,  and  fuch  an 
one  as  might  denote  the  Supreme  Being  ;  but  frill  a  name,  by 
which  he  was  to  be  diftinguifhed  as  the  tutelary  God  of  Abra- 
ham, Isaac  and  Jacob,  of  one  family  firft,  and  then  of  one 
nation  particularly,   and  almoft  exclusively  of  all  others. 

Our  antient  fage  might  add,  that  the  leaft  part  of  the  mi- 
racles wrought  among  the  Ifraelites,  with  fo  much  profufion, 
and  in  a  continued  feries  of  divine  interpolations,  would  have, 
been  more  than  fufficient  to  draw  any  other  nation,  nay  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  from  polytheifm  and  idolatry.     That  in 

this 
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this  cafe,  neither  he  nor  any  other  legiflator  would  have  found 
it  difficult,  by  propagating  the  belief  and  worfhip  of  the  true 
God,  to  civilize  favage  people  without  having  recourfe  to  the 
expedient  they  employed.  That  as  they  were  in  a  cafe  very 
different,  they  deferve  excufe  and  pity  rather  than  blame,  for 
promoting  natural  religion  and  good  government  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  true  theology.  But  that  Moses  deferves  neither  ex- 
cufe nor  pity,  fince  he  chofe  to  make  ufe  of  fuperftitions  which 
he  did  not  want,  nay  which  defeated,  inftead  of  fecuring,  his 
intent ;  if  his  intent  was  to  deftroy  idolatry  by  the  means  of 
them  :  for  the  fage  would  infift,  with  great  appearance  of 
reafbn,  firft,  that  the  true  God  was  made  known  to  the  Ifrael- 
ites  by  fuch  manifeftations  of  himfelf  to  them,  and  that  his 
law  was  promulgated  in  fo  folemn  and  awful  a  manner,  if  there 
is  any  truth  in  the  Jewifh  traditions,  as  to  leave  no  pretence  for 
adding  any  thing  to  confirm  the  knowledge  or  to  enforce  the 
law.  He  would  infift  in  the  next  place,  that  if  the  apoftacies 
of  the  Ifraelites,  after  fuch  manifeftations  and  declarations  of 
the  one  true  God,  can  be  any  way  accounted  for,  it  muft  be 
by  the  effect  of  the  very  expedient  which  our  divines  pretend, 
that  infinite  wifdom  employed  to  prevent  thefe  apoftacies.  He 
would  conclude  in  fhort,  that  Moses  and  the  heathen  legifla- 
tors  employed  the  fame  means,  with  this  difference,  that  thefe 
means  were  better  proportioned  to  their  end  than  to  his  ;  fince 
they  defigned  to  govern  mankind  by  fuperftition ;  and  he  mean- 
ed,  or  as  divines  prefume  to  tell  us,  God  meaned,  to  deftroy 
idolatry  by  indulgence  to  the  very  fuperftitions  out  of  which  it 
grew.  Upon  the  whole  matter,  whether  the  firft  fages  are 
entirely  excufable  or  not,  their  proceeding  was  much  more 
reafbnable  than  that  which  was  followed  by  the  order,  and 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  God  himfelf,  as  thefe  Euno- 
mians,  who  affect:  to  underftand  the  whole  fecret  of  the  divine 
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ceconomy,  and  to  know  God  as  well  as  he  knows  himfelf, 
have  the  boldnefs  to  affert. 

Tho  I  have  faid  thus  much,  in  excufe  for  thofe  who  were 
the  firft  to  eftablifh  religion  and  government,  I  mail  not  at- 
tempt any  excufe  for  thofe  who  mcceeded  them,  and  who  cul- 
tivated error  and  fiiperftition  on  a  principle  of  private  ambition. 
This  might  be  the  cafe  fbmetimes,  and  to  fbme  degree  among 
the  moft  favage  people  in  antient  days,  as  we  fee  that  it  is  in 
our  own  age  among  the  wild  nations  of  America  and  Africa, 
who  have  their  conjurers  and  their  diviners,  and  who  prac- 
tife  certain  foolifh  rites  under  their  direction.  It  was  more  fb, 
no  doubt,  when  little  Hates  began  to  be  formed  by  aflemblages 
of  a  few  roving  families,  that  fixed  themfelves  in  focieties  un- 
der the  conduct  of  fome  leader  of  their  own  or  of  fbme  foreign 
legiflator  ;  the  memory  of  which  events  has  been  preferved  in 
the  fabulous  traditions  that  are  come  down  to  us  concerning 
Orpheus  and  others ;  for  a  certain  concurrence  of  fabulous 
traditions  may  hold  out  with  fufficient  evidence  fome  general 
truths.  But  we  have,  if  I  miftake  not,  in  the  ftory  of  Py- 
thagoras, an  example  of  error  and  fiiperftition,  propagated 
on  a  motive  of  private  ambition,  that  is  more  circumftantial 
and  better  vouched. 

Pythagoras  came  into  Italy,  with  great  advantages  for 
effecting  his  purpofes.  He  came  among  Greeks,  divided  into 
many  little  ftates,  under  very  unfettled  governments.  He  came 
with  great  reputation  of  learning  and  wifdom  and  fanctity, 
from  a  nation  renowned  for  its  antiquity,  for  civil  policy  and 
for  divine  myftery  ;  from  a  nation  from  whom  the  firft  rudi- 
ments of  civility  and  even  the  ufe  of  letters  had  been  im- 
ported into  Greece,   the  mother  country  of   all  thefe  little 

ftates. 
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dates.  He  had  a  figure;  for  even  that  has  been  thought 
worthy  of  mention,  to  infpire  refpect  to  thofe  who  were  to  be 
taken  by  the  eye.  He  had  eloquence,  to  lead  thofe  who  were 
to  be  led  by  the  ear  :  and  his  miracles,  for  miracles  are  eafily 
impofed  on  people  ignorant  or  fuperftitious,  and  the  people 
Pythagoras  had  to  do  with  were  both,  made  him  eafily  pafs 
for  the  Pythian  or  Hyperborean  Apollo,  for  one  of  the 
genii  that  were  fuppofed  to  inhabit  the  moon,  or  for  a  celeftial 
divinity. 

He  opened  his  fchool  and  began  his  miflion  at  Crotona, 
where  his  orations  to  the  old  men,  to  the  young  men,  to  the 
women  and  to  the  children,  and  much  more  the  miracle  of 
fifh  which  Jamblicus  relates  fo  circumstantially,  gained  him 
admittance  and  eftablifhed  his  credit.  As  his  firft  fchool  or 
college,  fo  his  firft  church,  was  founded  here.  I  may  call  it 
by  that  name,  after  Clement  of  Alexandria,  and  may  ob- 
ferve,  after  that  father  likewife,  a  conformity  between  the 
Pythagorean  and  Chriftian  inftitutions  in  this  refpect.  Perfons 
of  all  ages  and  fexes,  who  were  converted  by  the  miracles  and 
fermons  of  Pythagoras,  reforted  to  this  church.  They 
were  inftru&ed  in  the  public  do&rines  of  his  religion,  and 
in  thofe  divine  truths,  which  they  were  to  believe  firft  in  hopes 
of  underftanding  them  afterwards  ;  which  is  the  very  method 
that  St.  Austin  in  fome  part  of  his  works  prefcribes  to  Chrif- 
tian converts.  Some  few,  and  fuch  alone  as  he  judged  proper 
after  a  long  and  fevere  probation,  like  that  he  had  gone 
through  himfelf  in  Egypt,  and  from  which  neither  the  recom- 
mendations of  Polycrates,  nor  the  favor  of  Amasis  could 
exempt  him,  were  admitted  into  his  college,  that  became  a 
feminary  of  enthufiafts.  They  lived  there  like  Cenobites, 
members  of  this  fpiritual  family,  renouncing  their  own,  and 
throwing  their  whole  fubftance  into  the  common  ftock.    Their 

long 
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long  filence,  their  abftinence,  their  felf-denial,  their  purifica- 
tions, their  aufterities,  and  the  torments  to  which  they  fubmit- 
ted,  prepared  them  for  any  trials,  to  which  they  could  be 
poflibly  expofed  in  the  propagation  of  their  mailer's  fpiritual 
empire. 

In  fuch  an  age,  and  with  fuch  minifters  as  thefe,  men  de- 
voted to  him,  and  ready  to  be  martyrs  for  him,  he  could  not 
have  failed  to  fucceed  among  a  people  who  were  already  pre- 
pared,  by  the  errors  and  fuperftitions  of  their  former  inftitu- 
tions,  for  any  that  the  fcheme  of  his  ambition  could  render  it 
necelfary  to  impofe.     But  he   and  his   difciples   fhewed   this 
fcheme  too  grofsly  and  too  foon  :   for  notwithftanding  all  the 
fine  things  that  are  faid  of  this  famous  perfon  by  Porphyry, 
Jamblicus,  and  other  writers,    and  notwithftanding  all  the 
obfcurity  and  imperfection  of  traditions  concerning  thefe  Grecian 
colonies,  it   feems   apparent   enough  that  the  accufations  of 
Cylo  and  Nino  were  not  void  of  truth,  nor  the  jealoufy  that 
prevailed  groundlefs.     Pythagoras   caufed  revolutions  in  fe- 
veral  cities,  in  Crotona,  in  Sybaris,  in  Catana  for  inftance,  and 
his  difciples,   fuch  as  Zaleucus  and  Charondas,  if  in  truth 
they  were  his  difciples,  afliimed  wherever  they  came  the  part 
of  legislators,  whether  called  to  it  or  not ;   as  if  it  had  been  a 
right  belonging  to  this  religious   fociety  to  give  laws  not  only 
to  their  own,   but  to  the  civil  fociety  that  admitted  them  like- 
wife.    Such  too  we  may  believe  they  pretended  it  was,  fince 
they  all  pretended  to  be  divinely  infpired  :   and  divine  infpi- 
ration,  as  well  as  divine  inftitution,  implies  an  authority  far  fu- 
perior  to  any  that  is  merely  human.     Diogenes  Laertius 
hints  that  the  Crotonians  killed  him  for  fear  of  being  reduced 
under  tyranny  by  him  :   and  fome  traditions  lay,    that  com- 
manding the  army  of  the  Agrigentines  againft  the  Syracufians 
he  was  beat,  and  killed  in  the  purfuit. 

In 
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In  all  cafes,  the  declaration  he  was  reported  to  have  made, 
that  he  had  rather  be  a  bull  for  one  day  than  an  ox  always, 
was  underftood  ;  and  the  bull  perifhed.  Almoft  all  his  difci- 
pies  perifhed  with  him  :  and  the  expullion  of  this  feci:  out  of 
Italy,  may  be  properly  enough  compared  to  that  of  chriftianity 
out  of  Japan.  The  effect  was  not  fo  entire  in  the  former  as 
in  the  latter  inftance  ;  fince  the  philofophy  of  Pythagoras 
continued  to  be  taught  in  Italy  by  Aristaeus  and  others, 
who  took  warning  and  affected  government  no  longer ;  but 
who  thought  too,  or  pretended  to  think,  that  the  gods  would 
be  diipleafed  if  they  fuffered  fo  divine  an  inftitution  to  be  ex- 
tinguifhed. 

The  fame  fpirit,  and  the  fame  apprehenfion,  did  not  prevail 
in  Egypt,  and  the  great  eaftern  kingdoms  :  for  which  reafbn  I 
perfuade  myfelf  that  their  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  conftitutions 
grew  up  together,  and  that  people  who  fubmitted  to  kingly, 
might  fiibmit  the  more  eafily  to  prieftly  government ;  becaufe 
the  priefts  who  had  ufed  to  lead  them  by  fuperftition,  had 
acted  in  concert  with  their  kings  to  make  thefe  eftablifhments.. 
Kings  wanted  their  influence  over  the  people  ;  the  people 
wanted  their  influence  over  kings  :  and  kings  and  people  were 
both  filly  enough  to  imagine  that  they  wanted  fuch  a  pro- 
tection from  the  gods,  and  fuch  an  intercourfe  with  heaven 
as  thefe  prophets  and  feers,  and  magicians  and  priefts,  for  we 
may  jumble  them  all  together,  could  alone  procure.. 


SEC  T. 
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SECTION     III*. 

AS  beneficial  as  thefe  men  had  been  whilft  they  flood 
diftinguifhed  by  knowledge  and  wifdom,  or  by  pre- 
tentions to  them,  not  by  rank,  as  individuals  not  as  members 
of  a  particular  order,  they  became  hurtful  in  many  refpe&s 
when  they  compofed  a  community  within  a  community,  had 
a  feparate  intereft,   and  by  confequence  a  feparate  policy.      I 

*  I  have  fometimes  thought,  and  faid  perhaps  in  our  converfations,  that  the  life 
of  mankind  may  be  compared  aptly  enough  to  that  of  every  individual,  in  refpect 
to  the  acquisition  of  fcience.  There  is  in  both  a  ftate  of  infancy,  of  adolefcence, 
of  manhood,  and  of  dotage,  to  be  obferved.  The  ideas  of  infancy  are  taken  fu- 
perficially  from  the  firft  appearances  of  things  to  the  fenfes.  They  are  ill  com- 
pared, ill  aflbciated,  and  compounded  into  notions  for  the  moft  part  either  trifling  or 
abfurd.  In  adolefcence,  ideas  increafe  and  grow  a  little  better  determined.  Experience 
and  obfervation  compare  and  compound  them  better.  In  manhood,  the  judgment 
is  ripened,  the  underftanding  formed,  the  errors  of  former  ftates  are  afiumed  to  be 
corrected,  and  the  farther  progrefs  of  fcience  to  be  more  fure.  Thus  it  fhould  be 
no  doubt.  But  affections  and  paffions  multiply,  and  gather  ftrength,  in  the  whole 
tourfe  of  this  progrefs.  What  is  gained  one  way  is  loft  another  :  and  if  real 
knowledge  increafes,  real  error  mixes  and  increafes  with  it.  Fancy  may  not  im- 
pofe,  as  it  did  perhaps,  but  it  may  incline  ftrongly  to  error  :  and  authority  and 
cuftom  will  do  the  reft.  They  will  invert  the  whole  order  of  fcience.  Ignorant 
ages  and  ignorant  nations  will  impofe  on  the  moft  knowing  :  and  even  in  the  fame 
age  and  nation,  infancy  impofes  on  adolefcence,  and  adolefcence  on  manhood,  till 
the  great  round  is  finifhed,  and  the  philofopher  who  began  a  child  ends  a  child. 

Let  this  be  applied  principally  to  knowledge  in  the  firft  philofophy.  Arts  of 
all  kinds,  and  many  other  fciences,  have  been  improved  not  fo  much  by  building 
Qn  old,  as  by  laying  new  foundations  ;  not  fo  much  by  afluming  implicitly  princi- 
ples either  antient  or  modern,  as  by  examining  all,  and  adopting,  or  rejecting,  or 
inventing  without  any  regard  to  authority.  The  very  reverfe  of  this  proceeding 
has  been  practifed  in  matters  of  the  firft  philofophy  :  and  the  profeflbrs  of  it  at 
this  hour,  in  the  mature  age  of  philofophy,  do  little  more  very  often  than  repeat 
the  bablings  of  it's  infancy,  and  the  fallies  of  it's  youth.  Thefe  men  are  more 
properly  antient  philofophers  than  thofe  whom  they  call  fo.  They  live  indeed  in 
the  mature  age  of  philofophy.  But  in  this  age,  whenever  metaphyfics  and  theo- 
logy are  concerned,  they  feem  to  rufti  forward  into  a  ftate  of  dotage,  and  affect  to 
hold  the  language  that  the  firft  philofophy  held  in  Oriental,  Egyptian,  and  Grecian 
fchools?  before  ftie  had  learned  to  fpeak  plain. 

pretend 
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pretend  not  to  confider  how  their  power  encroached  on  that  of 
die  ftate,  and  became  independent  on  it,  nor  how  their  wealth 
increafed  to  the  impoverishment  of  all  other  orders.  We  may 
guefs  at  the  antient  by  what  we  know  of  the  modern  clergy, 
and  may  be  allowed  to  wonder  that  in  thofe  days,  as  well  as 
in  our  own,  it  has  been  found  fo  hard  to  difcover  that,  tho 
civil  government  cannot  fubfift  fo  well  without  religion,  reli- 
gion may  fubfift  and  florifh  too  without  ecclefiaftical  govern- 
ment. It  will  be  enough  for  my  purpofe  to  obferve,  to  what 
a  degree  of  wealth  and  power  this  order  arofe  in  the  nations 
we  fpeak  of,  and  to  fhew  how  it  propagated  error  in  philofo- 
phy,  and  fuperftition  in  religion. 

A  s  to  the  firft  then,  the  reverend  Magi  in  Perfia  had  the 
province  of  teaching  princes  how  to  govern,  and  of  alTifting 
their  pupils  in  government  afterwards.  It  was  much  the  fame 
in  Egypt,  where  the  priefts  had  a  peculiar  right  to  admonifh 
and  to  reprove,  indirectly  at  leaft,  the  kings.  In  Ethiopia,  this 
prerogative  was  carried  farther  :  for  there  the  kings  were  or- 
dered to  die  whenever  the  priefts  thought  fit,  till  a  facrile- 
gious  king,  Ergamenes,  I  think,  arofe,  broke  into  the  facred 
college,  and  put  thefe  ghoftly  tyrants  themfelves  to  death.  This 
did  not  happen  neither  till  the  bloody  inquifition  had  been 
long  in  poffeflion  of  this  power,  if  Ergamenes  lived  about  the 
time  of  thefecond  Ptolemy.  The  wealth  and  the  immunities 
of  this  order  were  as  exorbitant  as  the  authority  and  power. 
We  may  learn  from  Diodorus  the  Sicilian,  not  only  that  this 
order  had  raifed  itfelf  to  a  partnerfhip  in  the  fovereignty,  but 
to  an  exemption  from  all  impofitions  and  burdens ;  for  the 

members   of  it   were   "  participes  imperii cunctis  oneribus 

"  immunes,"  and  they  had  alfo  one  third  of  the  whole  pro- 
perty of  Egypt.  As  to  their  immunities,  there  is  an  aftonifli- 
ing  inftance  in  the  book  of  Genefis.     The  miferable  people 

Vol.  IV.  G  were 
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were  obliged  in  a  great  famine  to  fell  their  lands  to  the  king 
for  bread.  But  the  king  gave  bread  to  the  priefts  :  they  eat 
their  fill,  and  kept  their  lands. 

To  fpeak  now  of  the  manner  in  which,  and  the  reafons  for 
which,  this  order  of  men  propagated  error  in  philofophy,  and 
fiiperflition  in  religion,  let  it  be  considered,  how  neceflary  it 
was  for  them  to  maintain  that  reputation  of  fanctity,  know- 
ledge, and  wifdom,  on  which  this  efteem  and  reverence  had 
been  founded.  They  had  provided  themfelves  many  fupports, 
in  the  form  and  conftitution  of  the  Egyptian  and  other  govern- 
ments ;  but  they  faw  at  the  fame  time,  like  able  men,  how 
neceffary  it  was  to  continue  in  force  and  vigor,  the  original 
principles  of  the  empire  they  had  over  the  minds  of  men,  on 
which  all  the  reft  depended.  The  general  fcheme  of  their 
policy  therefore  feems  to  have  been  this.  They  built  their 
whole  fyftem  of  philofophy  on  the  fuperftitious  opinions  and 
practices  that  had  prevailed  in  days  of  the  greatefl  ignorance : 
and,  by  confequence,  their  principal  object  was  falfe,  not  real 
fcience.  Real  fcience  would  have  difcovered  their  fallacies  in 
a  multitude  of  inftances  :  and  it  would  have  ferved  their  chief 
purpofe  effe&ually  in  none,  if  they  had  left  it  unfophifticated. 
Befides,  men  began  to  rife,  as  Tully  expreffes  himfelf,  "  a 
"  neceffariis  ad  elegantiora."  They  might  therefore  have  been 
overtaken  by  fome  who  were  not  of  their  order  in  real,  or 
have  been  detected  in  fantaftical  fcience.  It  was  fit  therefore, 
that  they  mould  guard  againft  both  thefe  accidents  :  and  they 
did  fo  with  much  cunning.  They  multiplied  and  exaggerated 
their  pretenflons  to  fuch  kinds  ol  knowledge,  as  every  man 
was  confcious  to  himfelf  that  he  could  not  acquire  ;  and  yet  as 
every  man  was  prepared  to  believe,  according  to  the  prejudices 
of  the  age,  that  they  had  acquired  by  traditions,  derived 
from  antient  fages,  or  even  by  divine  illuminations,  and  a  cor- 

refpondence 
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refpondence  feveral  ways  carried  on  with  gods  and  daemons. 
But  ftill  they  did  not  reft  their  fecurity  even  on  this  alone. 
They  had  other  expedients,  and  they  employed  them  artfully 
and  fuccefsfully.  Moft  of  their  doctrines  were  wrapped  up 
in  the  myfterious  veil  of  allegory.  Moft  of  them  were  pro- 
pagated in  the  myfterious  cypher  of  facred  dialects,  of  facer- 
dotal  letters,  and  of  hieroglyphical  characters  :  and  the  ufeful 
distinction  of  an  outward  and  inward  doctrine  was  invented, 
one  for  the  vulgar,  and  one  for  the  initiated  ;  that  is,  one  for 
thofe  to  whom  it  was  ufelefs,  or  dangerous  to  truft  their  fe- 
cret,  and  one  for  thofe  the  ability,  credulity,  or  enthufiafm  of 
whom  they  had  fufficiently  tried  by  a  long  noviciate.  Among 
the  firft,  allegory  pafled  for  a  literal  relation  of  facts,  and 
hyperbole  was  the  common  ftile.  Among  the  laft,  all  was 
fraud  or  folly.  We  fee  enough  of  the  firft  in  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment  to  make  both  probable.  Much  in  this  manner,  I  think, 
that  the  corruption  of  the  firft  philofophy  was  eftablifhed  in 
Egypt  and  the  eaft,  from  whence  it  fpread  to  diftant  countries 
and  diftant  ages,  after  it  became  a  trade  in  the  hands  of  men, 
m  whom  the  characters  of  philofophers  and  priefts  were  con- 
founded. 

I  t  would  be  tedious  and  ufelefs  to  defcend  into  many  par- 
ticulars concerning  the  various  fyftems  of  polytheifm  and  ido- 
latry. Let  us  content  ourfelves  with  making  fbme  few  obfer- 
vations  that  may  point  out  the  propagation  of  error  in  natural 
theology,  as  it  descended  from  the  Egyptians  and  other  nations 
to  the  Greeks.  To  be  particular  about  the  rife  of  it  would 
be  ridiculous  affectation.  It  arofe  long  before  the  men,  who 
appear  to  us  to  have  been  the  firft  teachers  of  it,  exifted. 
Pherecydes  of  Syros,  who  writ  in  profe,  and  philofophized 
out  of  verfe  and  fong  the  firft  among  the  Greeks,  was  the 
mafter  of  Pythagoras  and  Thales,  who  founded  the  Italic 
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and  Ionic  fe&s,  and  lived  therefore  later  than  the  fiftieth  olym- 
piad. Homer  and  Hesiod  lived  indeed  before  the  inftitution 
of  the  olympiads,  and  perhaps  much  about  the  fame  time  ; 
tho  Tully,  or  Cato  *,  places  your  blind  man  long  before 
the  other. 

But  I  am  far  from  thinking,  that  Homer  meant  his  Iliad 
and  Odyfley  mould  pafs  for  philofophical  poems ;  tho  it  has 
been  the  madnefs  of  pedants  almoft  from  his  own  age  to  ours, 
to  extol  him  and  cenfure  him  as  a  philofopher.  He  meant  to 
flatter  his  countrymen,  by  recording  the  feats  of  their  ancef- 
tors,  the  valor  of  fome,  and  the  prudence  of  others  ;  and  he 
employed  for  the  machinery  of  his  poem  the  theology  of  his 
age,  as  Tasso  and  Milton  have  employed  that  of  theirs. 
Had  Arnobius,  and  much  more  fuch  a  weak  philofopher  as 
Justin,  or  fuch  a  warm  rhetor  as  Tertullian,  lived  in  our 
days,  you  would  have  been  attacked  in  your  turn,  and  have 
been  made  the  father  of  rofycrufianifm,  and  of  all  the  filly 
doctrines  about  fylphs  and  gnomes;  juft  as  reafonably  as 
Homer  has  been  attacked,  by  the  zeal  of  Chriftian  writers,  for 
teaching  polytheifm  and  idolatry.  I  believe  too,  that  you  would 
have  been  as  well  defended  by  your  commentator,  by  his  in- 
terpretations of  your  allegories,  and  by  his  explanations  of  the 
hidden  fenfe  of  the  Rape  of  the  Locke,  for  inftance,  as  Ho- 
mer was  by  thofe  who  found  out  an  hidden  fenfe  in  alL 
his  fables,  and  who  judged  that  he  muft  have  been  very  know- 
ing in  natural  philofophy,  becaufe  he  mentions  fun,  wind, 
rain,  and  thunder  for  which  you  laugh  at  Politian  and  others; 
of  his.  learned  admirers  +.. 

They  who   have  reprefented  Homer   as  a  great  philofo- 
pher, have  made  themfelves  ridiculous.     They  who  have  re- 

*  Cic.  de  Sened,  +  Pref.  to  the  Iliad. 
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prefented  him  as  the  great  author  of  polytheifm,  idolatry,  and 
fuperftition,  have  done  him  wrong.  Many  antient  bards  flo- 
rimed  long  before  him.  Who  they  were,  whether  the  name 
of  Orpheus,  for  inftance,  was  given  to  different  perfons,  like 
that  of  Pharo,  and  that  of  Zoroaster  very  probably  ;  whether 
it  was  derived  from  a  Phoenician  or  Arabian  word  that  figni- 
fied  knowledge,  as  Vossius  thought;  whether  no  luch  man 
as  Orpheus  ever  exifted,  as  Aristotle  thought;  or  whether 
the  verfes  afcribed  to  him  were  writ  by  a  certain  Cecrops  *r 
as  the  Pythagoricians  pretended,  it  matters  little.  We  may 
reafon  in  this  cafe  much  as  Tully  does  about  Atlas,  Pro- 
metheus, and  Cepheus  -f-  ;  and  we  may  conclude  that  the 
fabulous  anecdotes,  with  which  old  traditions  were  crowded 
about  Orpheus,  to  mention  the  moft  famous  only,  and  the 
dodlrines  he  taught,  and  the  myfteries  he  inftituted,  prove  at 
leaft  thus  much,  that  Egyptian  theology,  and  many  of  thofe 
fuperftitions  had  been  imported  into  Greece  long  before  Ho- 
mer lived.  We  may  eafily  figure  to  ourfelves,  with  what 
advantage  this  theology  and  thefe  fuperftitions  were  introduced 
among  the  rude,  illiterate,  and  at  that  time  half-favage  Greeks, 
from  a  nation  as  famous  as  the  Egyptian,  and  by  men  whether 
Egyptians,  Phoenicians^  or  Greeks  who  had  been  the  fcholars 
of  priefts,  prophets,  feers,  and  magicians  ;  of  holy  men  who 
faw  viuons,  and  dreamed  dreams,  and  enjoyed  every  fort  of 
divine  communication  in  a  country,  where  dynafties  of  gods 
had  ruled  fo  long.  Plato  had  the  front,,  in  a  much  more 
enlightened  ftate  of  Greece,  to  publim  his  own  whimfies  or 
thofe  of  Pythagoras,,  in  his  Timaeus,  on  the  faith  of  men 
begotten  by  gods,  and  therefore  well  acquainted  with  their 
fathers.  Might  not  thefe  miffionary  poets,  or  their  mafters, 
pafs  for  fuch  fons  of  the  gods  in  the  dark  ages  we  refer  to  ?. 

*  Dc  Nat.  Deor.l.  r..  f  Tufcul.  Quaef.  1.  5. 
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Or  might  not  that  divine  fury,  the  fure  mark  of  infpiration, 
be  afcribed  to  them,  which  was  believed  to  feize  the  fibyls, 
and  which  feized  the  prophets  and  fons  of  the  prophets  among 
the  Jews,  nay  even  thofe  who  happened  to  fall  in  their  way, 
as  we  learn  from  the  bible,  that  it  feized  not  only  Saul,  but 
even  the  men  he  had  fent  to  take  David. 

We  may  believe  that  Homer's  predeceflbrs  went  about  ring- 
ing their  fpiritual  and  moral  canticles,  philofophical  rhapfodies, 
and  heroical  ballads,  as  tradition  reports  that  he  did  after 
them.  What  became  of  their  hymns  or  canticles  we  know 
not,  whether  any  were  preferved,  or  when  they  were  loft. 
But  loft  they  were,  which  the  fcattered  fragments  of  his  works 
had  been  likewife,  if  they  had  not  fallen  by  accident  into  the 
hands  of  Lycurgus,  as  Plutarch,  whom  you  cite  for  this 
fadt,  relates  ;  and  if  Solon  had  not  perfected  the  compilation 
of  them,  as  Diogenes  Laertius  relates,  whom  I  wifh  you 
had  cited  likewife,  to  fhew  that  the  two  greateft  legiflators  of 
Greece  publifhed  the  two  firft  editions  of  Homer.  In  this 
manner  his  writings  became  the  fole  repertory  to  later  ages  of 
all  the  theology,  philofophy,  and  hiftory  of  thofe  which  pre- 
ceded his.  All  the  fcriblers  of  Greece  imitated,  and  pillaged 
them,  and  none  more  than  Plato. 

Solon  had  ftudied  philofophy  in  Egypt  under  the  two  moft 
celebrated  priefts  of  Heliopolis  and  Sais,  and  had  learned  even 
the  Atlantic  language,  according  to  the  report  of  Plato. 
This  conlideration  might  influence  the  legiflator  ftrongly,  in 
favor  of  a  poet  who  had  been  {killed  in  the  political,  mytho- 
logical, and  every  other  part  of  Egyptian  knowledge,  above 
three  centuries  before  he  went  to  that  fchool  for  inftruction. 
But  the  general  reputation  of  Egyptian  wifdom,  the  beauty  of 
thofe   poems  wherein   they  found,    or  imagined  that   they 

found 
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found  fo  much  of  it  interfperfed,  and  the  lofs  perhaps  of 
what  their  firft  poetical  reformers  had  committed  to  writing, 
if  they  writ  any  thing,  might  raife  the  efteem  for  Homer 
among  all  the  Greek  philofophers,  to  that  exorbitant  and  even 
ridiculous  height,  to  which  in  fact  it  rofe.  As  foon  as  the  rage 
of  making  complete  fyftems  of  philofophy,  wherein  theology 
and  legiflative  knowledge  had  always  a  principal  fharc,  began 
to  be  the  prevailing  mode  in  Greece,  every  fyftem-maker 
thought  it  necefiary  to  be  armed  with  the  authority  of  Ho- 
mer :  and  they  did  for  this  purpofe,  the  fame  thing  by  his 
writings,  that  St.  Jerom  fays  fomewhere  or  other  was  done  by 
the  facred  writings,  every  one  endeavoured  to  drag  them  to  hi& 
fenfe,  even  when  they  were  contrary  to  it.  "  Scripturas  tra- 
"  here  repugnantes." 

The  poems  of  Homer,  and  the  whole  Pagan  theology, 
like  embroidered  or  painted  curtains,  coarfely  wrought  by  fu- 
perftition  firft,  and  afterwards  enriched  and  heightened  in  their 
coloring  by  the  imaginations   of  poets,    hid  the  true  fcene 
wherein  the  principles  of  natural  theology  are  to  be  found 
from  vulgar  fight,  which  they  amufed  with  gaudy  and  gro- 
tefque  figures,   out  of  the  proportions  and  forms  of  nature, 
divine  or  human,  inftead  of  mewing  this  fcene  in  that  fim- 
plicity,  in  which  it  will  appear  to  every  fober  eye.      The  true 
fcene  wherein  the  principles   of  natural  theology  are  to  be 
found,    was  fignified  perhaps  in  that  remarkable  infeription  on 
a  temple  at  Sais,  which  Plutarch  mentions,  however  diffe- 
rently that  may  have  been  interpreted.     "lam  all  that  has. 
"  been,  is,  and  mall  be,  and  my  veil  no  mortal  has  ever  yet  re- 
"  moved. "  This  veil  reprefented  the  works  of  God,  in  which  and 
by  which  alone  he  is  to  be  difcovered,  as  far  as  he  has  thought 
fit  to  communicate  any  knowledge  of  himfelf.      Beyond  this 
veil  the  eye  of  human  reafon  can  difcover  nothing.     By  the 

help 
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kelp  of  thefe  images,  we  may  form  a  juft  and  clear  notion  of 
the  different  ways  by  which  men  run  into  error,   on  this  im- 
portant fubject  :    the  generality,   by  neglecting  to  contemplate 
God  in  the  works   of  God  :  philofophers,  by  attempting  to 
remove  the  veil,  to  contemplate  God  in  his  nature  and  effence, 
not  in  his  works  alone.     The  vulgar  perfonified,   deified,  and 
worfhipped  the  works,   without  looking   up  to  the  worker, 
as  their  poets  had  taught  them  :  the  generation  of  the  vifible 
world  was  to  them  a  generation  of  invifible  gods,  for  they  had 
taken  ideas  of  power  and  wifdom,  of  good  and  evil,  from  the 
phaenomena  ;  and  they  perfonified  and  deified  not  only  thefe, 
but  affections,  paiTions,  and  almoft  every  complex  mode  that 
the  human  mind  can  frame.  When  they  were  in  this  profufe 
mood  of  deification,  we  cannot  wonder  if  they  deified  thofe 
men  from  whom  they  had  received  great  benefits,  nor  if  tute- 
lary heroes  became  tutelary  gods.     Some  of  the  philofophers, 
having  been  led  by  a  more  full  and  accurate  contemplation  of 
nature,  to  the  knowledge  of  a  fupreme  felf-exiftent  Being,  of 
infinite  power  and  wifdom,  and  the  firft  caufe  of  all  things, 
were  not  contented  with  this  degree  of  knowledge.     They 
would  explain,  they  would  even  analyfe  the  divine  nature.  They 
made  a  fyftem  of  God's  moral  as  well  as  phyfical  attributes, 
by  which  to  account  for  the  proceedings  of  his  providence  ; 
and  reafoning  thus  beyond  all  their  ideas,   by  a  certain  agitation 
and  ferment  of  the  mind,   they  remained  in  the  labyrinths  of 
abfurdity  they  had  formed  ;    acknowledging  the  exiftence  of 
this  Monad,   this  Unity,   elevated  above  all  efience  and  all  in- 
telligence, and  yet  neglecting  to  worfhip  him  ;  conforming  to 
the  practice  of  idolatry,    tho  not  to  the  doctrines  of  poly- 
theifm. 

But  how  true  foever  all  this  may  be,  and  much  more  to 
the  fame  effect  that  might  be  added,  yet  the  great  principle 

that 
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that  maintained  all  the  corruptions  of  natural  religion,  was 
that  of  prieftcraft.  Philofophers  and  priefts  were  the  fame 
perfons  long,  as  I  imagine  that  bards  and  philofophers  had 
been  before  :  and  when  they  aflumed  their  diftincl:  characters, 
the  priefts  were  too  powerful,  and  the  people  too  bigotted,  to 
hope  for  any  reformation.  An  oppofition  to  the  groffeft  fu- 
perftition,  or  a  difbelief  of  that  rabble  of  the  fky,  thofe  gods 
of  different  ranks  and  different  employments,  thofe  celeftial 
hufbands  and  wives,  fathers  and  children,  brothers  and  fifters, 
would  have  paffed  for  atheifm ;  and  the  beft  of  men  would 
have  been  reputed  atheifts,  and  have  been  treated  accord- 
ingly, as  Socrates  was.  It  was  in  thefe  countries  then,  as  it 
is  in  feveral  countries  now.  Nothing  was  too  abfurd  for 
ftupid  credulity  to  receive,  nor  for  artifice,  emboldened  by 
fuccefs,  to  impofe.  Sham  miracles  were  fhewn  like  other 
falfe  wares,  in  a  proper  light,  and  at  a  proper  diftance  ;  and 
thofe  errors  which  had  contracted  the  ruft  of  antiquity  be- 
came, for  that  reafon  alone,  venerable.  In  fhort,  the  whole 
fcheme  of  religion  was  applied  then,  as  it  is  in  many  coun- 
tries, Chriftian  and  others,  ftill,  to  the  advantage  of  thofe 
who  had  the  conduct  of  it.  The  worfhip  of  one  God,  and 
the  fimplicity  of  natural  religion,  would  not  ferve  their  turn. 
Gods  were  multiplied,  that  devotions  and  all  the  profitable 
rites  and  ceremonies  which  belong  to  them,  might  be  fo  too. 
The  invifible  Mithras  would  have  been  of  little  value,  with- 
out the  vifible,  to  the  magi  :  and  a  calf  or  a  cat,  nay  garlic 
and  onions,  were  more  lucrative  divinities  in  lower  Egypt,  than 
Kneph  had  ever  been  in  the  upper. 

But  farther  :  it  was  not  the  nrft  philofophy  alone  that  was 
thus  corrupted,  but  every  other  part  of  fcience  that  could  be 
wrefted  and  mifapplied  to  the  fame  purpofes.  The  priefthood 
held  it,  in  Egypt  and  in  the  other  countries  from  whence  the 
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Greeks  derived  their  knowledge,  to  be  a  maxim  of  ecclenaftical 
policy,  and  a  wife  one  it  was,  to  keep  every  part  of  fcience 
like  a  monopoly  in  their  own  hands,  and  to  be  of  fome  real  ufe 
to  mankind,  in  that  manner  at  leaft.  On  this  principle,  they 
cultivated  arithmetic  and  geometry.  Arithmetic  might  be  of  ufe 
to  them  in  order  to  calculate  the  number  of  their  gods  and 
daemons,  or  the  revenues  they  enjoyed,  which  was  no  eafy 
taflc  :  geometry  might  help  them  to  fet  out  the  bounds  of 
their  poffeilions,  and  ferve  to  other  temporal  purpofes  ;  for 
they  had  not  yet  difcovered,  as  fome  modern  writers  have 
done,  how  well  geometry  may  be  applied  to  prove  the  im- 
mortality of  the  foul,  and  to  the  folution  of  other  metaphy- 
fical  and  theological  problems.  But  they  had  itill  more  ufe 
for  phyfic  and  aftronomy,  to  both  of  which  they  applied 
themfelves  with  induftry  and  fuccefs,  and  both  of  which  they 
made  fubfervient  to  their  great  defign.  "  Medicina  animi," 
phyfic  for  the  foul,  was  the  title  of  fome  books  of  Mercury, 
that  were  carried  in  the  famous  proceflion  defcribed  by  Cle- 
ment of  Alexandria.  It  may  be,  that  the  principles  and  rules 
of  theurgic  magic  were  laid  down  in  thofe  facred  writings, 
and  that  the  Egyptian  priefts  pretended  to  raife  themfelves  and 
others,  by  the  obfervation  of  thefe  rules,  to  fuch  a  commu- 
nion with  the  gods,  as  to  employ  their  divine  power  and 
knowledge  whenever  they  were  neceflary.  But  the  phyfic 
converfant  about  bodily  fubftances  only,  produced  another 
fort  of  magic  which  may  be  called  natural ;  iince  it  confirm- 
ed in  this,  that  the  effects  of  caufes  very  natural  were  afcribed 
by  ignorant  people,  not  indeed  always  and  abfolutely,  to  a 
fupernatural  power,  but  always  to  a  power  and  knowledge 
above  thofe  of  any  other  men  than  their  magicians  ;  and  that 
a  good  chemift  was  deemed,  like  our  friar  Bacon,  a  conjurer. 
Thus  again  aftronomy,  which  had  been  cultivated  long  under 
the  name  of  aftrology,  dwindled  into  that  contemptible  fci- 
ence 
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ence  which  is  at  this  day  fo  juftly  diffinguifhed  from  it.  From 
conlidering  the  motions,  men  grew  attentive  to  the  fuppofed 
influences  of  the  ftars  ;  and  that  ridiculous  fcene  of  fraud 
opened  itfelf,  which  continues  frill  to  impofe  in  the  eaft, 
where  aftrologers,  who  cannot  make  an  almanac,  govern 
princes  and  nations,  by  pretending  to  read  their  deftinies  in 
the  fky. 

The  whole  fyftem  of  mythology  and  Pagan  theology  was 
fo  abfurd,  that  it  could  not  have  been  introduced  into  common 
belief,  if  it  had  not  begun  to  be  fo,  like  other  abfurd  fyftems 
of  religion,  in  times  of  the  darkeft  ignorance,  and  among 
creatures  as  irrational  as  Groenlanders,  Samojedes,  or  Hotten- 
tots ;  if  after  that,  error  and  knowledge  growing  up  together, 
the  former  had  not  outgrown  the  other,  and  maintained  itfelf 
againft  the  improvements  of  human  reafon  and  of  knowledge, 
by  the  force  of  habit  ;  and  finally,  if  legislators  had  not 
thought  it  dangerous  to  cure,  and  ufeful  to  confirm  fuperfti- 
tion  :  and  yet,  after  all,  much  art  was  neceflary  to  keep  it  in 
repute,  beiides  the  craft  that  has  been  already  mentioned,  as 
well  as  to  make  it  anfwer  the  defign  of  legiflators. 

Allegories  that  pafTed  for  facts,  the  fraud  of  oracles,  the 
impertinence  of  parables  that  pretended  to  fome  meaning,  and 
of  fables  that  pointed  at  none,  except  it  was  to  encourage  vice 
by  the  example  of  their  gods,  compofed  an  outward  religion, 
fupported  a  ridiculous  worfhip,  and  ferved  to  amufe  the 
vulgar  ;  for  in  divine  matters,  the  marvellous,  the  improbable, 
nay  the  impoflible  and  the  unintelligible,  make  the  ftrongefl 
impreflions  on  vulgar  minds.  It  has  been  faid,  that  myfteries 
are  defigned  to  exercife  our  faith,  and  allegories  our  under- 
ftanding  ;  but  nothing  can  be  more  foolimly  faid.  A  myftery, 
that  is,   a  thing  unknown,   may  exercife  our  underflanding 
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juft  as  well  as  our  faith,  and  can  in  truth  exercife  neither.  We 
may  have  faith  in  an  authority  we  know,  but  it  is  faith  in  this 
authority,  and  not  properly  in  the  myftery,  which  makes  us 
acquiefce  in  it.  An  allegory  may  be  contrived  to  puzzle  and 
perplex  the  underftanding,  or  to  hold  out  nothing  to  us  but 
itfelf.  In  the  firft  cafe  it  is  impertinent,  in  the  fecond  it 
is  fraudulent,  and  in  both  it  perverts  the  fole  ufe  it  mould  be 
employed  for,  in  the  didactic,  or  even  in  the  poetical  ftile.  Such 
allegories  become,  at  beft,  and  when  they  have  really  fome 
meaning,  a  fort  of  riddles  :  they  are  fit  to  exercife  the  faga- 
city,  and  to  be  the  intellectual  amufement  of  children  alone, 
and  yet  they  have  been  the  pride  of  great  genii.  Josephus, 
who  was  a  Jew  and  a  cabalift,  admired  them  much :  and  he  tells 
a  filly  ftory,  on  the  authority  of  Menander  of  Ephefiis,  to  give 
them  credit,  or  to  raife  our  ideas  of  the  wifdom  of  Solomon, 
Hiram,  and  Abdemon.  The  two  firft  had,  it  feems,  a  curious 
correfpondence,  in  which  they  propofed  riddles  to  one  another, 
and  the  Tyrian  paid  moft  of  the  forfeits,  till  Abdemon  taught 
him  to  pofe  the  wifeft  of  men.  Plato  *,  who  difgraced  philo- 
fophy  as  much  as  Homer  elevated  poetry  by  the  ufe  of  alle- 
gory, declared  that  this  poet,  whom  he  banifhed  in  another 
mood  out  of  his  commonwealth,  mould  not  be  read  by  any 
who  were  not  initiated  in  wifdom  ;  that  is,  who  were  not  able 
to  draw  an  hidden  fenfe  out  of  his  writings ;  that  is,  who  were 
not  able  to  make  their  own  inventions  pafs  for  the  fignification 
of  his  fables,  and  the  interpretation  of  his  allegories.  Allegory, 
in  the  true  intention  of  it,  is  defigned  to  make  clearer  as  well 
as  ftronger  impreflions  on  the  mind ;  and,  therefore,  as  they  who 
pretend  to  foretel  future  events  fhould  be  fufpected  of  impo- 
fture,  when  they  deliver  their  predictions,  like  thofe  who  go- 
verned the  oracles  of  the  heathen  world,  in  obfcure  and  equi- 
vocal terms,  that  may  be  applied  afterwards,    as  they  often 

*  In  Alcib.. 

were. 
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were,  to  different  and  even  contrary  events;  fo  they,  who 
pretend  to  teach  divine  truths  in  allegorical,  fymbolical,  or  any 
myfterious  language,  deferve  to  be  fufpected  of  impofture 
likewife.  There  may  be  good  reafons  for  concealing,  there  can 
never  be  any  fuch  for  dilguifing,  which  is  a  degree  of  falfifying 
truth.  If  men  reafoned  a  little  better  than  they  do  commonly, 
and  were  a  little  lefs  blinded  by  prejudices,  they  would  not  be 
fuch  bubbles  as  to  receive  on  one  authority  what  comes  to 
them  really  on  another.  The  obfcure  prophecy,  and  the  ab- 
ftrufe  doctrine,  when  one  is  interpreted,  and  the  other  explain- 
ed, are  not  fo  properly  the  prophecy  of  the  prophet,  nor  the 
doctrine  of  the  doctor,  as  they  are  fuch  of  the  perfons  who 
apply  the  prophecy  to  fome  particular  event,  and  determine 
the  doctrine  to  fome  particular  fenfe,  neither  of  which  was 
poflibly  intended  by  them. 

Rapin  fays,  in  his  comparifon  of  Plato  and  Aristotle, 
that  the  fymbolical  theology  of  the  Egyptians  feemed  to  them 
the  moft  refpectful  manner  of  treating  divine  fubjects ;  and  he 
quotes  Jamblicus  for  this  obfervation,  that  they  thought 
themfelves  obliged  to  imitate  nature  on  thefe  occasions,  who 
hides  the  perfections  of  the  mind  under  the  outward  veil  of 
the  body.  Now  the  firft  of  thefe  excufes  will  appear  ridi- 
culous enough,  if  we  refer  it  only  to  the  opinions  of  men. 
But  if  we  refer  it  to  any  divine  revelation,  it  is  frill  more 
egregioufly  abfurd.  The  laft  is  an  allegorical  excule  for  alle- 
gory, worthy  of  Jamblicus,  and  little  worthy  of  a  remark. 
But  the  jefuit  gives,  in  the  fame  paragraph,  the  true  and  uni- 
verfal  reafon,  fo  univerfal  and  fo  true,  that  I  wonder  at  him  for 
giving  it,  of  all  figurative  theology.  "  The  priefts,  he  fays,. 
"  who  had  the  keeping  of  thefe  myfteries,  authorized  this  me- 
"  thod  to  fupport  their  credit,  and  to  draw  veneration  to  them- 
"  felves  by  the  refpect  for  thofe  holy  things  which  they  hid 

"  from 
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"  from  the  eyes  of  the  people,   that  they  might  not  be  pro- 
"  phaned." 

I  cannot  let  this  fubjedf.  go,  without  taking  notice  of  what 
my  lord  Bacon  fays  upon  it,  in  the  preface  to  his  treatife, 
which  he  calls  "  de  fapientia,"  and  might  have  called  more 
properly  "  de  futilitate  five  de  infania  veterum."  In  that,  he 
makes  parables  and  allegories  fo  efiential  to  religion,  that  he  af- 
firms, that  to  take  them  away  is  to  forbid  almoft  all  commerce 
of  things  divine  and  human  *.  Whatever  reafons  this  great 
author  had  to  make  fuch  a  declaration,  it  was  rafhly  made. 
The  expreilion  is  allegorical,  but  the  meaning  of  it  is  obvious  ; 
and  therefore  I  fay,  that  as  far  as  man  is  concerned  in  carrying 
this  commerce  on,  we  are  juftified  in  fufpe&ing  it  of  enthufi- 
afm  or  fraud  ;  fince  allegory  has  been  always  a  principal  inftru- 
ment  of  theological  deception.  The  chancellor  admits,  that  it 
ferves  to  involve  and  conceal,  "  ad  involucrum  et  velum," 
which  is  in  direct  contradiction  to  its  proper  ufe,  for  that  is  to 
enlighten  and  illuftrate,  "  ad  lumen  et  illuftrationem."  He 
chofe  to  fay  nothing  of  the  former,  rather  than  to  be  engaged 
in  difputes,  "  potius  quam  lites  fufcipiamus,"  and  we  may  add, 
rather  than  offend  the  clergy.  For  me,  who  think  it  much 
better  not  to  write  at  all,  than  to  write  under  any  reftraint  from 
delivering  the  whole  truth  of  things  as  it  appears  to  me  ;  who 
mould  think  fo,  if  I  was  able  to  write  and  go  to  the  bottom  of 
every  fubjecl:  as  well  as  he  ;  and  who  have  no  cavils  nor  invec- 
tives to  fear,  when  I  confine  the  communication  of  my  thoughts 
to  you  and  a  very  few  friends,  as  I  do  in  writing  thefe  eflays ; 
I  mail  repeat  what  I  have  faid  already,  that  the  philofopher  or 
divine,  who  pretends  to  inftrucl  others  by  allegorical  expref- 
fions  without  an  immediate,  direct,  and  intelligible  application  of 

* cum  ejufmodi  velis  et  umbris  religio  gaudeat,  ut  qui  eas  tollat,  com- 

mercia  divinorum  et  humanorum  fere  interdicat. 

the 
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the  allegory  to  fome  proposition  or  other,  has  nothing  in  his 
thoughts  but  the  fuppofed  allegory,  and  is  mad  enough  to  de- 
ceive himfelf,  or  knave  enough  to  attempt  to  impofe  on  thofe 
he  pretends  to  inflruct.  If  he  has  any  thing  there  which  he 
diftmfts,  and  dares  not  venture  to  expofe  naked  and  ftripped 
of  allegory  to  the  undazzled  eye  of  reafon,  it  is  too  much 
even  to  inimuate  in  fuch  a  cafe,  and  efpecially  on  fubjecls  of 
the  firft  philofophy.  We  may  compare  fuch  theology  as  this 
to  thofe  artificial  beauties,  who  hide  their  defects  under  drefs  and 
paint :  "  pars  minima  eft  ipfa  puella  fui." 

If  we  fuppofe  the  Supreme  Being  concerned  in  this  com- 
merce, as  it  is  called,  we  fuppofe  what  is  very  prophane  and 
audacious.  I  apply  my  lord  Bacon's  words,  "  prophanum 
"  quiddam  fonat  et  audax."  Can  anything  Jbe  more  fo,  than  a 
fuppofition  that  the  God  of  truth  communicates  with  men  by 
a  wretched  human  expedient,  contrived  by  them  to  deceive  one 
another,  or  to  help  their  imperfect  faculties  in  the  conception 
of  things,  and  in  the  expreflion  of  their  conceptions  ?  Tully  * 
entertained,  in  this  very  refpedt,  much  more  worthy  notions  of 
the  divine  nature.  He  argues  againft  the  vanity  of  divination 
by  dreams,  in  anfwer  to  his  brother,  on  this  principle.  If  they 
come  from  the  gods,  they  are  fent  for  the  fake  of  man  :  and  if 
they  are  fent  for  the  fake  of  man,  we  ought  to  believe 
that  all  fuch  advertifements  muft  be  intelligible  to  man -J-.  Ob- 
fcure  dreams  therefore  cannot  be  fuch  advertifements.  They 
would  be  repugnant  to  the  majeffy  of  the  gods  §.  When  God 
fpeaks  to  his  creature,  it  will  be  always  in  terms  plain  and 
precife.  u  Hoc  ne  feceris.  Hoc  facito."  Thou  fhalt  have 
none  other  gods  but  me.      Thou  fhalt  love  thy  neighbour  as 


*  De  Divin.  1.  2. 

■f  Intelligi  a  nobis  dii  velle  debebant  ca,  quae  noftra  nos  monebant.     Ibid 

$  Obfcura  fomnia  minime  confentanea  funt  majeftati  deorum.     Ibid 
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thyfelf.  The  Stoics  thought  to  evade  this  objection  againft 
divination  by  dreams,  when  they  fet  up  their  fage,  that  ideal 
being,  for  the  fole  diviner  *.  But  Tully  laughed  at  all  thefe 
pretentions  to  a  fupernatural  virtue  and  knowledge,  which 
Chrysippus  made  neceflary  to  divination.  He  affirmed  he 
knew  no  perfon  who  had  them,  and  concluded  from  thence, 
that,  if  he  mould  allow  divination,  there  would  be  no  one 
found  to  divine  -f .  Thus  may  we  laugh  too,  and  affirm  on 
long  experience,  that,  if  we  allowed  theological  allegory  to 
come  from  God  with  all  the  pretended  types,  fymbols,  and 
figns,  there  would  be  no  one  found  to  interpret  it,  fb  as  to  fix 
the  fenfe  of  it  indifputably  :  and  yet,  if  the  fenfe  be  not  indif- 
putably  fixed,  human  impofture  may  pafs  for  divine  revelation, 
and  the  word  of  man  for  the  word  of  God. 

If  I  would  enter  into  mch  a  detail,  in  this  place,  it  would  be 
eafy  to  collect  almoft  innumerable  examples  out  of  Jewifh  and 
Chriftian  writers,  to  excufe  the  laugh,  and  to  juftify  the  affir- 
mation. But  inftead  of  that,  I  fhall  content  myfelf  with 
giving  one  or  two  inftances,  that  occur  to  my  memory,  of  the 
ufe  that  was  made  of  interpretations  of  allegory  in  the  Pagan 
theology. 

Stroboeus  has  preferved  a  pafiage  of  Porphyry,  which 
mews  that  the  Pythagoricians  labored  to  difcover  the  hidden 
fenfe  of  Homer,  who  had  {poke  more  darkly  about  gods 
and  daemons  than  any  of  the  antients,  in  order  to  confirm 
or  improve  their  own  theology  by  his  :  and  he  quotes  one  of 
thefe  philofophers,  Pythagoreus  Chronius,  who  leemed  to 

* Stoici  autem  tui  negant  quemquam,  nifi  fapientem,  divinum  effe  pofle. 

Cic.  de  Divin.  1.  2. 

t  *■-*  ■  Vide  igitur,  ne,  etiamfi  divinationem  tibi  efle  conceflcro-  -  -  •  neminem 
tamen  divinum  reperire  poffimus.    Ibid. 
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make  the  poet's  doctrine  conformable  to  his  own,  rather 
than  to  make  his  own  conformable  to  the  poet's  *.  But  the 
Stoics  were  remarkable  above  all  others  for  putting  Homer  and 
the  reft  of  the  poets  to  this  ufe.  Hesiod  was  put  to  the  fame 
ufe,  and  his  fables  and  allegories  ferved  to  the  fame  impertinent 
purpofe  as  thofe  of  Homer  did.  His  poem  was  to  fome,  what 
he  profeffes  at  the  entrance  of  it  that  he  intended  it  mould  be, 
a  theological  rhapfody  concerning  the  generations  of  gods. 
It  was  to  others  a  mere  phyfical  allegory  concerning  the  forma- 
tion of  the  vifible  world  ;  and  accordingly  we  find  thatVEL- 
leius  accufes  Zeno,  in  the  firft  book  of  the  nature  of  the 
gods,  of  mifinterpreting  Hesiod  by  attributing  the  names  of 
Jupiter,  of  Juno  and  Vesta  to  inanimate  beings  alone. 
Varro,  it  is  faid,  did  the  fame:  and  thus  the  poem  became  to 
fome  a  theogonia,  and  to  others  a  cofmogonia.  Another 
inftance  of  the  fuccefs  philofophers  had  in  their  interpreta- 
tions of  allegories  and  fables,  and  of  their  end  in  making  thefe 
interpretations,  follows  that  which  has  been  quoted :  for  after 
fpeaking  of  what  Chrysippus  had  writ  in  his  firft  book  of  the 
nature  of  the  gods,  Cicero's  interlocutor  adds,  that  this  phi- 
losopher endeavoured,  in  the  fecond,  to  accommodate  the  fa- 
bles of  Orpheus,  Musaeus,  Hesiod  and  Homer  to  what  he 
had  advanced,  "  ut  etiam  veterrimi  poets,  qui  hacc  ne  fufpicati 
"  quidem  fint,  Stoici  fuine  videantur."  That  the  moft  antient 
poets,  who  had  not  even  a  fufpicion  that  there  were  any  fuch 
doctrines,  might  feem  to  have  been  Stoicians.  Such  examples 
as  thefe  are  fo  far  appofite,  that  they  ferve  to  fhew  how  ill  fitted 
allegory  is  to  preferve  the  true  fenfe  of  any  doctrine,  and  that 
an  allegorical  fyftem  is  eafily  made  a  nofe  of  wax,  to  be  turned 
any  way  that  the  interpreters  of  it  pleafe. 

*  Nee  tam  fe  ad  poetae  opiniones,  qium  poetam  ad  fuas  accoirmodare  nititur. 

Vol.  IV.  I  Whilst 
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Whilst  paganifm  was  thus  muffled  up  in  allegory  to  amufe 
the  vulgar,  and  to  maintain  and  propagate  fuperftition,  another 
art,  in  fome  degree  the  reverfe  of  this,  was  employed  to  pro- 
mote the  true  ends  of  natural  religion,  and  the  more  effectual 
reformation  of  the  manners  of  men.  The  art  I  mean  is  that 
which  inftituted  rites  and  ceremonies  to  be  performed,  and 
doctrines  to  which  they  were  relative  to  be  taught  in  fecret. 
Antient  writers,  Pagans  and  Chriftians,  fpeak  much  of  thefe 
myfteries,  for  fuch  they  were  called:  the  former  with  vene- 
ration, the  latter  often  with  an  abhorrence,  that  little  became 
thofe  who  imitated  them  in  fo  many  inftances,  and  who  furfered 
their  own  myfterious  rites  to  run  ealily  into  the  very  fame  abufes, 
into  which  the  others  degenerated  late.  To  attempt  a  minute 
and  circumftantial  account  of  thefe  myfteries,  and  even  to  feem 
to  give  it,  would  require  much  greater  knowledge  of  antiquity 
than  I  pretend  to  have,  or  would  take  the  trouble  of  acquiring. 
They  who  attempt  it  have  been,  and  always  will  be,  ridicu- 
loufly  and  vainly  employed,  whilft  they  treat  this  fubject  as  if 
they  had  aflifted  at  the  celebration  of  thefe  myfteries,  or  had 
at  leaft  been  drivers  of  the  afs  who  carried  the  machines  and 
implements  that  ferved  in  the  celebration  of  them.  They  write 
dogmatically  about  things  which  could  not  be  known  authen- 
tically, nor  in  a  detail  of  particulars,  at  the  time  they  were  in 
practice.  Diagoras,  the  Melian,  was  profcribed  at  *  Athens 
for  revealing,  or  pretending  to  reveal  them:  and  the  poet  Aes- 
chylus -f-  had  like  to  have  been  manacred  on  a  bare  fufpicion  that 
the  people  took  at  a  reprefentation  of  one  of  his  plays,  of  fome- 
thing  which  alluded  to  them.  In  a  word,  thefe  rites  were  kept 
fecret  under  the  fevereft  penalties  above  two  thoufand  years  ago. 
How  can  we  hope  to  have  them  revealed  to  us  now,  by  the  help 
of  tradition,  or  hiftory,  wherein  we  find  the  relations  of  other 

*.  Suidas.  f  Clem^Alex.  Strom.  1.  2. 
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things  which  were  of  public  notoriety  much  later  fb  imperfect 
and  dubious  ?  I  pretend,  therefore,  to  nothing  more  than  the 
mention  of  a  few  general  notions  concerning  thefe  myfteries, 
which  feem  probable  to  me :  whatever  weight  you  lay  upon  them, 
about  which  I  am  not  over  folicitous,  they  will  be  fufficient 
for  my  prefent  purpofe  and  for  your  information.  They  will 
ferve  to  mew,  how  men  came  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  true  God,  and  a  more  rational  worfhip. 

The  theology  and  the  mythology  of  the  heathen  world  were 
no  doubt  vaftly  increafed  by  poets,  who  indulged  their  imagi- 
nations without  any  other  view  perhaps  than  the  ornament  of 
their  works,  and  by  philofophers,  who  having,    like  Plato, 
more  imagination  than   knowledge,    endeavoured  to  conceal 
their  ignorance  under  the  veil  of  allegorical  phyflcs  and  chi- 
merical metaphysics.    Thus  gods  and  daemons  and  other  hypo- 
thetical beings  were  multiplied.     Feftivals  and  public  devotions 
multiplied  with  them.  Superftition  fpread,  and  external  religion, 
which  was  made  up  of  nothing  elfe,  florifhed.     But  they  who 
inftituted  religion,  for  the  fake  of  government,  faw  that  fuch 
religion  as  this  would  not  be  fufficient  alone  to  anfwer  their 
end,  nor  enforce  effectually  the  obligations  of  public  and  pri- 
vate morality.     It  looked  no  farther  than  the  prefent  fyftem 
of  things,  and  in  this  they  obferved  no  fettled  diftinc"tion  made 
by  their  gods   between  the  religious  and  the  irreligious,  the 
beft  and  the  worft  of  men.      It  was  not  fufficient,  they  thought 
therefore,  either  to  juftify  the  providence  of  the  gods,   or  to 
determine  the  condudt  of  men.     The  imaginary  unjuft  diftri- 
bution  of  good  and  evil,  had  been  at  all  times  a  great  (tumbling 
block  to  theiftical  philofophers :   and  we  fee  accordingly  that 
hypothefes,  contrived  to  folve  the  difficulty,  had  obtained  in 
an  antiquity  beyond  our   oldeft  traditions.     Such  was  that  of 
the  good  and  evil  principle.     Such  was  that  of  a  future  ftate 

I  2  of 
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of  rewards  and  punifhments,  and  of  a  metempfychofis.  Now 
what  they  had  put  to  a  philofophical,  they  put  to  a  political 
ufe  :  and  the  laft  of  thefe  was  at  leaft  one  principal,  and  I  fup- 
pofe  the  principal,  doctrine  taught  in  the  myfteries  that  they 
inftituted. 

The  myfteries  of  Is  is  and  thofe  of  Mithras  feem  to  have 
been  the  mod  antient :  and  the  former  were  thofe  which 
Inachus  and  Orpheus  carried  into  Greece.  What  they  were 
in  their  original  inftitution,  how  they  were  propagated  in  feve- 
ral  countries  under  the  invocation,  to  ufe  an  expreflion  of 
your  church,  of  different  divinities,  what  alterations  from  one 
to  another  they  received,  or  how  thofe  of  Eleufis  came  to  be 
more  univerfal  and  more  revered  than  the  reft,  I  am  unable  to 
tell,  and  you  I  believe  not  much  concerned  to  know.  But  if 
you  afk  me  how  they  came  to  be  called  myfteries,  tho  their 
principal  doctrine,  the  doctrine  of  a  future  ftate,  was  publicly 
known,  as  I  think  it  was,  my  anfwer  is  ready.  This  doctrine, 
altho  known,  and  the  folemn  rites  that  belonged  to  it  were 
myfteries  among  the  Pagans,  juft  as  the  doctrines  and  rites  of 
baptifm  and  the  Lord's  fupper  were  myfteries  in  the  flrft  ages 
of  the  chriftian  church.  A  general  and  confufed  notion  of 
them  tranfpired.  But  neither  thefe  doctrines,  nor  the  myfti- 
cal  rites  and  ceremonies,  were  explained  even  to  the  catechu- 
mens, and  much  lefs  to  others.  Nay  the  whole  inward  doc- 
trine of  the  eucharifty  was  not  opened  to  all  thofe  who  received 
it,  to  thofe  whom  St.  Austin  calls  "  tardiores  :"  and  the  rea- 
fon  he  gives  for  this  referve,  is,  that  they  might  not  defpife  what 
they  faw,  "  ne  contemnant  quod  vident."  He  thought,  it 
feems,  that  no  explanation  would  prevent  this  fo  effectually  as 
an  air  of  myftery  maintained  by  the  figurative  and  aenigmati- 
cal  terms,  in  which  the  fathers  affected  to  fpeak  on  all  fuch 
fubjects  to  the  public.     This  precaution  was  carried  fo  far,  that 

a  cur- 
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a  curtain  was  drawn  to  hide  the  altar  and  the  prieft  from  the 
right  of  the  congregation,  when  he  was  about  to  confecrate,  as 
I  remember  to  have  read  in  fome  of  your  writers.  Several  ages 
paffed,  before  the  parlors  of  the  church  thought  it  fafe  to  let  the 
people  know,  that  a  few  genuflections,  a  few  figns  of  the  crofs, 
a  few  thumps  on  the  breaft,  and  the  muttering  of  a  few  words, 
were  fufficient  to  draw  God  down  from  heaven,  and  to  tranfub- 
ftantiate  bread  and  wine  into  his  flefli  and  blood. 

This  air  of  myftery  produced  not  only  the  negative  good  that 
has  been  mentioned,  it  produced  likewife  a  pofitive  good  of 
much  confequence.  The  chriflian  fathers  found  it  neceflary, 
on  one  hand,  to  admit  converts  thro  feveral  ftages  of  prepara- 
tion into  the  church,  and,  on  die  other,  to  keep  up  the  fer- 
vor of  thefe  candidates  for  regeneration,  and  the  confequence 
of  it,  falvation.  The  expedient  of  myftery  anfwered  both  pur- 
pofes.  It  kept  them  out  of  the  whole  fecret,  as  long  as  that 
was  neceflary  :  and  it  excited  in  the  mean  time  their  curiofity, 
and  holy  impatience,  to  be  in  it.  St.  Austin,  who  mentions 
the  firft,  mentions  the  fecond  purpole.  He  fpeaks,  in  one  of 
his  epiftles,  of  the  public  prayers  made  to  God,  that  he  would 
infpire  the  catechumens  with  a  deure  of  regeneration  ;  "  Ut 
"  eis  defiderium  regenerationis  infpiraret :"  and  in  another  part 
of  his  works,  he  avows  the  human  means  that  were  employed 
for  a  very  human  reafon,  a  reafon  drawn  from  the  weaknefs 
of  the  human  mind.  He  fays,  that  altho  the  catechumens 
could  have  boren  a  communication  of  the  facraments  to  them, 
this  was  not  done  however,  that  the  more  honorably  thefe  fa- 
craments were  hid,  the  more  earneftly  this  communication 
might  be  defired  by  them.  "  Etii  catechumenis  facramenta 
"  fidelium  non  produntur  ;  non  ideo  fit,  quod  ea  ferre  non 
"  poflunt ;  fed  ut  ab  eis  tanto  ardentius  concupifcantur,  quanta 
"  honorabilius  occultantur." 

Other 
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Other  authorities  might  be  cited,  and  other  inftances  pro- 
duced, if  they  were  neceflary  ;  for  this  was  the  general  policy 
of  the  chriftian  church.  But  there  is  no  need  of  any  authori- 
ty to  confirm  that  of  St.  Austin,  in  fuch  a  cafe  as  this  :  and 
the  two  inftances  I  have  brought  are  fufficient  to  fhew,  for 
what  reafons  myftery  was  eftablifhed  in  the  heathen  devotions, 
by  fhewing  thofe  for  which  it  was  introduced  and  maintained 
in  the  chriftian  devotions.  The  latter,  in  this  refpecl:,  were 
copies  of  the  former  :  and  thefe  copies,  which  we  have  in  our 
hands,  enable  us  to  judge  of  the  originals,  which  we  have 
not. 

The  Chriftians,  the  primitive  Chriftians  themfelves,  could 
not  revere  their  facred  myfteries  more  than  the  Pagans  did 
theirs.  They  could  not  prepare  for  them,  nor  affift  at  them, 
with  greater  attention  of  mind,  with  greater  purity  of  heart, 
nor  with  greater  reverence  and  awe,  than  the  Pagans  prepared 
for  and  aflifted  at  theirs.  The  Pagans  confefted  their  crimes  : 
and  they  went  thro  public  and  private  purgations,  which  we 
may  call  penitences,  long  before  they  could  be  admitted  to 
initiation.  Such,  for  inftance,  as  abftinence  from  women  and 
from  feveral  forts  of  food,  with  different  aufterities  that  are 
mentioned  by  Porphyry,  and  that  writer  of  Milefian  tales, 
Apuleius  ;  after  which  the  public  proclamation  M  procul 
"  ite  profani,"  and  the  private  examination  of  every  one  who 
prefented  himfelf,  "  an  purus  ades  ?"  followed  conftantly.  No 
man,  who  was  noted  for  crimes,  durft  be  a  candidate  for  initia- 
tion :  and  Nero,  as  much  an  emperor  and  a  tyrant  as  he 
was,  durft  not  prefent  himfelf  as  fuch,  after  he  had  killed  his 
mother.  We  find  the  difpofitions,  and  the  manner,  in  which  they 
were  required  to  ailift  at  thefe  myfterious  rites  and  ceremonies, 
described  in  terms  that  might  edify  the  moft  pious  and  ortho- 
dox 
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dox  ears.  Let  me  quote  the  firfl  that  occurs  to  me,  tho  it  is 
not  the  ftrongeft  that  might  be  produced  with  the  pains  of  a 
little  fearch.  Thepaflage  is  in  that  oration,  which  Tully  made 
on  the  occafion  of  fome  anfwers  given  by  the  harufpices, 
whom  the  fenate  had  confulted.  In  that  oration,  {peaking  of 
thofe  myfteries  which  Clodius  had  polluted,  and  exag- 
gerating the  crime,  he  takes  notice  that  they  were  fuch  as  for- 
bid, not  only  curious,  but  even  wandering  eyes,  and  excluded 
not  only  the  wicked,  but  the  imprudent.      "  Non  folum  cu- 

"  riofos  oculos  excludit,  fed  etiam  errantes quo  non  modo 

"  improbitas,  fed  ne  imprudentia  quidem,  poilit  intrare." 
Such  was  the  general  character,  fuch  the  particular  behavior, 
required  of  the  perfons  initiated  into  thefe  facred  myfteries  : 
and  the  excitements  to  the  obfervation  of  all  that  was  thus  re- 
quired, could  not  be  greater ;  fince  they  are  fummed  up  by 
Tully,  who  had  been  initiated  himfelf,  in  this,  that  the  ini- 
tiated learned  how  to  live  with  joy  and  to  die  with  better  hopes ; 
"  cum  lastitia  vivendi  rationem,  et  cum  ipe  meliore  moriendi.* 
They  were  raifed  "  ad  praefentiam  et  participationem  deorum," 
fays  Jamblicus,  a  blefling  which  the  Egyptians  firft  enjoyed 
according  to  him.  Their  fouls  were  purged  and  purified,  till 
they  became  fuch  as  they  had  been  in  their  original  ftate, 
and  before  their  defcent  into  the  prifon  of  the  body.  When 
they  left  the  body,  they  took  their  flight  at  once  to  the  iflands 
of  the  blefled,  nay  they  became  gods,  or  like  to  gods,  accord- 
ing to  fome  feraphic  doctors  of  platonician  divinity ;  whilit 
thofe  of  the  prophane,  unpurged,  unpurified,  and  clogged  by 
the  grofs  affections  of  the  body,  ftuck  in  dirt  and  wallowed  in 
mire  f. 

*  Cic.  de  Leg.  1.  z.  -f  In  coeno  et  luto  volutari.    Dioc.  Laert.. 


SECT. 


64  ESSAY     THE     SECOND. 


SECTION     IV. 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive,  by  this  fhort  account  of  the  heathen 
myfteries,  how  well  this  inward  religion,  for  fuch  I  may  call 
it  in  contradiftindtion  to  vulgar  paganifm,  was  calculated  to 
form  fome  particular  men  to  virtue  and  piety,  and  to  pro- 
mote by  confequence  fo  far  the  good  of  fociety,  which  was  the 
great  end  of  the  firft  legislators,  by  means  more  reafonable  than 
thofe  of  vulgar  religion.  The  celebration  of  thefe  myfteries 
lafted  feveral  days,  and  returned  often  enough,  to  afford 
frequent  opportunities  of  initiation  to  thofe  of  both  fexes  who 
were  defirous  of  it,  as  well  as  of  confirmation  and  improve- 
ment to  thofe  who  had  been  already  initiated.  Leflbns  of  mo- 
rality were  thus  frequently  renewed,  habits  of  piety  were  fb- 
lemnly  maintained,  and  to  enforce  them  all,  that  great  fanc- 
tion,  which  conlifts  in  the  rewards  and  punifhments  of  another 
life,  and  which  had  been  added  very  wifely  to  the  law  of  na- 
ture by  human  inftitution,  and  in  belief  at  leaft,  if  not  origi- 
nally and  by  divine  inftitution,  was  inculcated  fo,  that  every 
man  muft  apply  it  to  himfelf,  and  the  impreilion  be  lafting. 

It  may  be  faid  perhaps  that  no  reformation  of  manners,  no 
degree  of  virtue  and  piety,  beyond  thofe  which  vulgar  pa- 
ganifm was  fufricient  to  procure,  can  be  juftly  afcribed  to  thefe 
inftitutions ;  whereas  they  maintained  much,  at  leaft,  of  the 
fame  rank  polytheifm  in  belief,  and  the  fame  rank  idolatry 
in  practice.  If  this  be  faid,  the  objection  will  be  eafily  anfwer^ 
ed,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  effect  they  had,  by  running  a  pa- 
rallel, as  I  fhall  do  in  another  efTay,  between  pagan  and  chri- 
ftian  reformation  of  manners  ;  for  if  it  appears,  as  I  think  it 
will,  that  the  latter  has  in  this  refpect.  on  the  whole  no  advantage 

to 
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to  boaft  above  the  former,  fome  reformation  muft  be  allowed 
to  have  been  wrought  by  the  pagan  fyftem  of  religion;  after 
which  there  can  remain  no  difpute  whether  this  reformation 
was  owing  to  the  inward  and  hidden,  rather  than  to  the  out- 
ward and  public,  part  of  this  fyftem. 

But  I  confider  here  the  theology  and  religion  of  the  hea- 
then with  regard  to  their  nature,  not  to  their  effects,  and  I 
mall  proceed  therefore  to  obferve,  that  by  the  myfteries  hither- 
to fpoken  of,  I  mean  only  fuch  as  are  called  the  lefler,  and  as 
feem  to  have  been  preparatory  to  the  greater,  which  remain  to 
be  fpoken  of.  There  were  certain  ftages  thro  which  men 
were  admitted  by  flow  fteps  into  the  whole  myftery  of  chri- 
ftianity.  So  they  were  admitted  likewife  into  that  of  hea- 
thenifm.  The  firft  legislators  contented  themfelves  to  efta- 
blifh  a  vulgar  religion,  in  compliance  with  the  ignorance  and 
fuperftition  of  the  favage  vulgar.  But  they  prepared,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  means  of  fupplying  its  defects,  and  of  leading 
men  little  by  little,  and  by  fuch  a  progreflion  as  their  different 
talents  and  characters  rendered  them  capable  of  making,  to  a 
better  knowledge  of  natural  theology  md  natural  religion, 
from  fidtion  to  truth,  from  allegory  to  that  which  allegory 
was  intended  to  fignify.  There  was  a  ftate  of  purgation,  a 
ftate  of  initiation,  and  a  ftate  of  confunmation.  The  two 
firft  were,  I  believe,  thofe  of  the  leffer,  and  the  laft  that  of 
the  greater  myfteries. 

He  who  has  been  curious  to  examine  the  religious  notions 
of  rude,  ignorant,  and  half  ftupid  people,  in  the  pale  of  the 
chriftian  church  as  well  as  out  of  it,  will  not  be  apt  to  won- 
der that  there  were  many  in  the  heathen  world  who  remained 
contented  with  the  vulgar  religion,  and  little  curious  about  the 
myfteries ;  nor  that  they  were  led  rather  by  example  than  by 

Vol.  IV.  K  reflection 
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refle&ion  to  initiation,  when  it  became  almoft  as  general 
among  them  as  baptifm  is  among  us,  and  to  the  belief  of  a 
future  ftate.  Now  fuch  as  thefe  might  have  been  revolted 
againft  the  myfteries,  if  they  had  found  the  gods  they  were 
accuftomed  to  adore  wholly  degraded  in  them.  Thefe  gods 
therefore  were  to  keep  their  places  in  fome  fort,  "  fuus  cuique 
"  honos ;"  tho  many  fabulous  ftories  about  them  were  ex- 
ploded, or  elfe  were  reprefented  as  allegories  not  facts,  and  ex- 
plained in  a  better  fenfe.  The  doctrine  too  of  a  future  ftate 
of  rewards  and  punifhments,  would  have  made  lefs  impreilion 
on  fuch  minds,  perhaps,  if  it  had  not  been  taught  to  the  eyes, 
as  well  as  to  the  ears,  by  folemn  ceremonies  and  pompous 
fhews.  Ceremonies,  therefore,  and  fhews  feem  to  have  been 
inftituted,  and  to  have  been  made  parts  of  thefe  myfteries. 
But  then  there  were  other  perfons,  and  the  number  of  thefe 
increafed  as  philofophy  came  to  be  more  and  more  cultivated, 
who  could  not  bear  to  have  the  abfurdities  of  polytheifm, 
however  mitigated,  impofed  upon  them  in  any  fort,  nor  think 
it  religion  to  worfhip  men  who  had  been  made  gods  by  poeti- 
cal licence,  with  all  their  vices  about  them.  They  could  not 
aflift  at  the  ridiculous  rites  of  idolatry,  nor  be  fpedtators  of  all 
the  puppet  fhews  of  devotion,  without  being  provoked  to 
laughter  or  to  indignition. 

I  can  eafily  beliew,  that  the  foolifh  creeds,  and  the  burlefque 
rites  of  paganifm  w^re  rendered,  in  the  preparatory  myfteries, 
a  little  lefs  fhocking  to  the  common  fenfe  of  thofe  in  whom 
knowledge  began  to  get  the  better  of  prejudice.  But  this  re- 
formation and  improvement  could  not  be  carried  far  at  once. 
Allegory  ferved  to  difguife  ignorance,  and  to  muffle  up  even 
knowledge  in  myftery  among  the  vulgar.  To  cure  this  abufe, 
to  take  off  thefe  mafks,  and  to  lay  allegory  afide  whenever  it 
did  not  ferve  to  iiluftrate  truth,  and  to  improve  or  facilitate 

know- 
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knowledge,  required  time :  and  men,  who  had  been  bred  in 
darknefs,  were  to  be  accuftomed  to  the  light  by  degrees.  This, 
I  imagine,  that  the  myfteries  did,  and  were  contrived  to  do. 
If  too  much  light  had  been  let  in  at  once  upon  the  initiated, 
they  would  have  been  dazzled  and  hurt  by  it.  Rather  than  fuffer 
the  groffeft  objects  of  their  fuperftition  to  be  fuddenly  re- 
moved, thefe  idiots  might  have  clung  to  them  the  more  clofely : 
juft  as  we  have  feen  in  France,  that  popular  tumults  have 
arifen  when  fome  bifhops  have  attempted  to  take  away  images, 
and  to  forbid  devotions,  in  which  the  common  people  had  been 
too  long  indulged,  by  the  connivance  or  by  the  fraud  of  their 
paftors.  On  the  other  hand,  the  reformation  of  vulgar  re- 
ligion, which  was  wrought  by  the  lefler  myfteries,  was  too 
little  certainly  for  thole  who  were  able  to  frame  true  notions  of 
a  Supreme  Being,  and  of  the  worfhip  due  to  him  from  his  crea- 
tures. Thus  it  became  neceflary  to  make  a  fort  of  political 
composition  with  error  :  it  became  neceflary  for  the  inftitutors  of 
religions  to  feparate  the  few  from  the  many,  and  to  carry  the  firft 
on  alone  from  initiation  to  conmmmation,  from  the  lefler  to 
the  greater  myfteries.  There  are  good,  and,  I  think,  fufficient 
grounds  to  be  perfuaded,  that  the  whole  fyftem  of  polytheifm 
was  unravelled  in  the  greater  myfteries,  or  that  no  more  of  it  was 
retained  than  what  might  be  rendered  conflftent  with  mono- 
theifm,  with  the  belief  of  one  fupreme  felf-exiftent  Being. 
Now  on  the  principles  on  which  this  was  done,  fome  of  the 
eftablifhed  ceremonies  of  vulgar  religion  might  feem  quite  in- 
nocent, and  others  might  be  tolerated.  Some  indulgence, 
and  even  a  kind  of  occafional  conformity  to  them,  could  not 
be  fafely  refufed,  in  countries  where  fuch  fuperftitions  had  long 
prevailed ;  where  they  were  incorporated  into  the  very  frame 
of  government,  and  where  powerful  bodies  of  men  had  a  par- 
ticular intereft  in  the  fupport  of  them. 

K  2  SECT. 
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SECTION     V. 

Since  I  have  mentioned  the  compatibility  of  fome  remains 
of  the  grofleft  polytheifm  with  monotheifm,  and  the  principles 
on  which  the  few  might  conform  to  the  many,  at  leaft  in  the 
exteriors  of  religion ;  it  is  neceffary  that  I  mould  explain 
my  felf  on  thefe  heads,  which  contain  the  fum  of  theology  or 
the  firft  philofophy,  as  it  was  underftood  by  the  moft  intelli- 
gent of  the  heathen,  even  in  thofe  countries  where  idolatry 
feemed  to  triumph  the  moft. 

It  cannot  be  proved,  without  the  help  of  the  old  teftament, 
nor  very  well  with  it,  as  I  have  hinted  above,  that  the  unity 
of  God  was  the  primitive  belief  of  mankind :  neither  does  it 
appear  to  my  apprehenfion,  that  in  fact  it  could  be  fb,  accord- 
ing to  all  the  rules  of  judging  that  may  be  drawn  from  reafbn 
and  analogy.  But  yet  I  think  it  mfficiently  evident,  from  rea- 
fon  and  analogy  both,  that  this  firft  and  great  principle  of  na- 
tural theology  could  not  fail  to  be  difcovered,  as  foon  as  fome 
men  began  to  contemplate  themfelves  and  all  the  objects  that 
furrounded  them,  and  to  pufh  their  philofophical  refearches 
up  from  caufes  that  muft  be  the  effects  of  other  caufes  to  a 
firft,  intelligent,  felf-exiftent  caule  of  all  things.  Accord- 
ingly, we  find  that  this  difcovery  had  been  made  in  Egypt,, 
and  all  the  eaftern  nations  that  were  famous  for  learning  and 
knowledge,  long  before  the  dates  of  our  moft  antient  memo- 
rials :  whereas  the  fame  difcovery  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
made  by  thofe  people,  whom  we  are  able  to  view  in  thefe  me- 
morials, before  they  emerged  out  of  ignorance  into  the  light  of 
knowledge  and  philofophical  truth. 

If 
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If  I  would  defcend  into  particular  proofs,  to  confirm  by  the 
teftimony  of  antient  writers,  what  I  advance  on  a  probability 
that  reafon  and  analogy  will  fupport,  I  mould  not  be  at  a  lofs 
to  furnim  them.  But  I  confider,  that  the  work  is  done  to  my 
hands,  in  a  much  better  manner  than  I  mould  be  able  to  do  it, 
and  that  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  difplay  my  little  pedlar's  fhop 
of  learning  before  you,  when  fo  immenfea  ftorehoufe  of  it  lies 
open  in  the  true  intellectual  fyftem  of  the  univerfe.  There  you 
will  find  a  full  and  fuperabundant  collection  of  proofs  that  de- 
monftrate,  beyond  a  poifibility  of  doubting,  the  unity  of  God 
to  have  been  acknowledged  by  the  moft  antient  of  the  idolatrous 
nations ;  tho  they  may  not  demonftrate,  as  I  think  they  do  not, 
that  this  was  the  primitive  faith  of  mankind :  becaule  we  fee 
that  the  things  of  this  world  are  in  a  perpetual  rotation,  and 
becaufe  in  feveral  countries,  at  feveral  periods,  men  may  have 
gone  from  idolatry  to  true  religion,  and  have  fallen  from  this 
back  again  into  idolatry,  as  we  know  that  divers  nations  have 
gone  from  barbarity  to  politenefs,  and  then  have  finifhed  the 
round,  and  have  returned  from  politenefs  to  barbarity.  Eusebi- 
us,  and  a  multitude  of  other  writers  after  him,  would  have  us  be- 
lieve, that  it  was  the  particular  prerogative  of  God's  chofen  peo- 
ple to  be  in  pofleflion  of  this  knowledge,  tho  the  contrary  may 
be  proved,  even  from  his  own  writings,  as  well  as  by  the  con- 
feffion  of  faint  Austin,  and  of  other  fathers  of  the  church: 
and  Josephus  *  afferts,  that  Abraham  was  the  firft  who  dared 
to  fay,  that  there  is  but  one  God.  Abraham  feems,  according 
to  this  hiftorian,  to  have  derived  his  knowledge  of  the  one  true 
God  from  philofophical  obfervation  and  meditation,  before  he 
became  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  Supreme  Being  as  he  was 
afterwards,  when  God  entered  into  a  covenant  with  him.  He 
could  not  derive  it  by  tradition  from  his  anceftors ;  fince  Jose- 

*  Ant.  Jud.  1.  1.  c.  7. 
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phus  and  Philo,  and  many  of  the  rabbins,  affirm,  that  the  fa- 
ther of  the  faithful  was  bred  an  idolater.  Shall  we  think  it 
ftrange  now,  that  other  men  mould  difcover,  by  their  meditati- 
ons on  the  works  of  God,  what  Abraham  difcovered?  Has  this 
fundamental  article  then  of  all  true  theology,  fo  little  propor- 
tion to  our  clear  and  beft  determined  ideas?  Or  is  it  fo  repug- 
nant to  all  the  phaenomena  of  nature  ?  Much  otherwife.  It 
is  fo  well  proportioned  to  one,  and  fo  agreeable  to  both,  that 
we  mould  be  juftly  furprized  to  obferve  the  affectation  of  reftrain- 
ing  this  knowledge  to  the  patriarchs  and  their  defendants,  if 
it  was  not  as  eafy  as  it  is  to  difcern  that  the  Jews  meant  to  do 
greater  honor  to  their  nation,  and  to  refled  greater  authority 
on  their  revelations,  and  that  the  Chriftians  thought  it  proper 
to  maintain  this  groundlefs  affertion,  in  order  to  fhew  the  pre- 
paration for,  as  well  as  the  neceffity  of,  a  new  revelation  to  the 
Jews  and  Gentiles  both. 

But  let  us  not  be  deceived,  by  the  vanity  of  one,  nor  by  the 
artifice  of  the  other.  God  never  left  himfelf  without  a  witnefs, 
which  witnefs  is  the  whole  fyftem  of  his  works;  tho  human 
reafon  muft  be  cultivated  to  difcover  this,  as  well  as  other  truths, 
and  tho  it  has  not  been  therefore  difcovered  alike  by  all  people, 
and  at  all  times.  All  truth  requires  fome  fearch,  and  many 
are  to  be  acquired  by  labor.  But  there  is  no  one  that  requires 
lefs  labor  than  this,  as  there  is  no  one  that  deferves  or  rewards 
our  fearch  fo  well.  Thus  I  think,  and  in  thinking  thus  I  adore 
the  goodnefs  of  the  Supreme  Being.  Bifhop  Wilkins  *  fays, 
in  his  principles  of  natural  religion,  that  "  the  things  which 
"  diftinguifh  human  nature  from  all  other  things  are  the  chief 
"  principles  and  foundations  of  religion,  namely,  the  appre- 
"  henfion  of  a  deity,  and  an  expectation  of  a  future  ftate  af- 
"  ter  this  life,  which  no  other  creature  below  man  doth  par- 

*  L.  2.  c.  I. 
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"  take  of it  is  not   reafon  in   the  general,  which  is  the 

"  form  of  human  nature,  becaufe  there  are  fome  degrees  of 
"  ratiocination  difcernible  in  the  brute  creation,  and  fuch  a 
"  natural  fagacity  as  at  leaft  bears  a  near  refemblance  to  rea- 
"  fbn."  Thus  the  good  bifhop  makes  the  difference  between 
reafon  in  man  and  in  other  animals  very  rightly  to  confift  in 
the  degree,  not  in  the  kind,  without  perceiving  how  far  this 
conceilion  of  an  apparent  truth  would  carry  him  in  the  difpute 
about  fouls,  and  material  and  immaterial  fpirits.  But  even  in 
the  cafe  before  us  it  will  not  ferve  his  pur,pofe,  nor  evince  that 
reafon,  as  it  is  determined  to  adrions  of  religion,  is  the  parti- 
cular form  of  human  nature.  It  will  prove  at  moft  that  fome 
men  have,  and  that  no  other  fpecies  of  animals  has  in  general, 
nor  in  particular  inftances,  the  faculty  we  call  reafon  in  fuch  a 
degree,  as  to  render  them  capable  of  difcovering  the  exiftence  of 
the  Supreme  Being,  and  the  duties  of  natural  religion.  I  faid 
fome  men,  becaufe  even  among  the  creatures  that  are  all  com- 
monly, but  perhaps  erroneoufly,  comprehended  in  this  fpecies 
on  account  of  their  outward  form,  there  are  ftupid  favages,  of 
whom  it  feems  lawful  to  doubt,  whether  they  are  able  to  make 
greater  difcoveries  concerning  God  and  religion,  than  the  half 
reafoning  elephant.  Upon  the  whole  matter,  they  who  fuppofe 
all  men  incapable  to  attain  a  full  knowledge  of  natural  theo- 
logy and  religion  without  revelation,  take  from  us  the  very  ef- 
fence  and  form  of  man,  according  to  the  bifhop,  and  deny  that 
any  of  us  have  that  degree  of  reafon,  which  is  neceflary  to  di- 
fHnguifh  our  fpecies,  and  fufficient  to  lead  us  to  the  unity  of  a 
firft  intelligent  caufe  of  all  things. 

Now  fince  the  unity  of  God  might  be  known  by  a  due  ufe 
of  human  reafon,  and  fince  it  was  actually  known  to  the  anti- 
ent  legiflators, "  who  eftablifhed  the  myfteries  fpoken  of  for 
the  fupport  of  religion,  and  religion  for  the  fupport  of  govern- 
ment, 
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ment,  it  cannot  feem  marvellous,  that  this  doctrine  was 
taught  in  the  celebration  of  the  greater  myfteries.  The  marvel 
would  be,  if  it  had  not  been  taught  in  them.  But  then  there 
is  as  little  room  to  wonder,  that  the  fame  men  mould  eftablifh 
the  belief  of  a  divine  monarchy,  as  they  did  eftablifh  it.  By 
degrading  the  pagan  gods,  they  deftroyed  the  ariftocracy  of 
heaven :  and  by  reafoning  from  human  ideas  of  order,  they 
ran  of  courfe  into  an  hypothefis,  which  has  been  adopted  in 
fome  manner  or  other  by  the  jewifh,  the  chriftian,  the  ma- 
hometan,  and  every  other  fyftem  of  theology.  They  fiippof- 
ed  that  the  making  and  governing  the  world  required  the  mi- 
niftration  of  a  multitude  of  inferior  beings,  beings  not  eternal, 
but  produced  in  time  by  emanation,  or  by  fome  other  incon- 
ceivable manner  of  generation,  concerning  all  which  there  has 
been  more  abfurdity  propagated  by  Pagans  and  Chriftians, 
whether  heretics  or  orthodox,  than  all  the  bedlams  of  the 
world  can  match.  When  they  reafoned  a  pofteriori,  from 
the  works  to  the  exiftence  of  one  God,  they  reafoned  well, 
and  they  arrived  at  truth.  But  when  they  reafoned  in  the  fame 
manner  from  oeconomical  and  political  inftitutions  of  human 
wifdom,  they  reafoned  ill,  and  fell  into  error.  This  error  how- 
ever was  pious  error :  and  pious  error  is  more  excufable  than 
pious  fraud.  They  dared  not  prefume  to  fuppofe  the  fupreme 
incomprehensible  and  ineffable  Being  employed  conftantly,  nor 
at  all  immediately,  about  human  affairs,  and  yet  they  thought 
divine  providence  neceflary  in  the  general  conduct  of  thefe,  as 
they  difcerned  plainly  that  it  was  neceflary  to  preferve  and  rule 
the  great  machine  of  the  univerfe.  Much  lefs  dared  they  fiip- 
pofe  this  Being  to  be  the  tutelary  local  divinity  of  any  one  peo- 
ple, and  much  lefs  ftill  to  be  an  earthly  king  in  the  literal 
acceptation  of  the  word.  They  were  not  enough  familiariz- 
ed with  the  belief  of  divine  revelations,  to  frame  fuch  concepti- 
ons as  thefe. 

Some 
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Some  of  their  philofophers,  indeed,  refined  fo  fublimely  their 
fpeculations  about  the  Supreme  Being,  that  they  grew  quite  un- 
intelligible. God  was,  in  their  conceit,  above  all  eflence,  tho 
exiftent,  above  all  intelligence,  tho  intelligent.  He  was  in  all 
things : 

"  JupiTER-eftquodcunque  vides,  quocunque  moveris." 

He  pervaded,  he  animated  the  whole  world,  and  like  the  foul 
gave  life  and  motion  to  all  the  parts  of  it.  In  him  they  lived, 
and  moved,  and  had  their  being.  Some  of  thefe  men  there- 
fore, whilftthey  feemed-to  worfhip  the  parts  of  this  vifible 
corporeal  fyftem,  might  really  worfhip  the  invisible  God  alone, 
in  the  various  manifestations  of  his  wifdom,  energy  and  pow- 
er. I  fay  fome  of  them ;  becaufe  it  muft  be  confefled,  that 
fome,  even  of  thofe  who  had  been  confummated  by  admuTion 
into  the  greateft  myfteries,  were  not  entirely  orthodox  on  this 
head.  They  adopted  notions  more  intelligible,  and  lefs  un- 
worthy of  the  deity  than  many  that  have  been  mentioned,  but 
fuch  however  as  had  too  near  an  analogy  to  man  and  to  the  af- 
fairs of  mankind.  They  imagined  a  divine  monarchy  on  a 
human  plan,  the  administration  of  which  was  not  carried  on 
by  the  immediate  agency  of  God  himfelf,  but  mediately,  as  in 
terreftrial  monarchies,  by  that  of  inferior  agents,  according  to 
the  ranks  and  the  provinces- allotted  to  them.  Such  were  the 
celeftial  gods,  the  fun;  the  moon,  the  ftars,  or  the  fpirits  more 
properly  who  inhabited  and  prefided  in  them,  who  directed 
their  motions,  and  maintained  their  influences.  Such  again, 
but  in  a  lower  order,  were  the  aethereal  and  aerial  daemons, 
the  .genii  and  the  lares,  who  dwelled  below  the  moon,  and  had 
little  elfe  in  charge  but  what  related  to  man,  and  even  to  par- 
ticular men.  Such  again  were  heroes  and  public  benefactors, 
who  might  well  be  admitted  into  the  celeftial  hierarchy ;  for 
Vol.  IV.  •  L  by 
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by  the  very  doctrine  of  the  myfteries,  private  devotions,  and 
the  exercife  of  private  virtues  could  render  men  like  to  gods 
here,  and  gods  hereafter. 

Since  greater  purity  of  manners,  and  a  more  internal  devo- 
tion were  required  of  the  initiated  than  of  the  vulgar,  it  is  but 
reafbnable  to  conclude,  that  in  the  myfteries  the  gods  were  re-- 
formed as  well  as  their  worfhippers,  that  Jupiter  was  no  long- 
er the  whore-mafter  he  had  been  reprefented,  nor  Mercury 
the  pimp,  nor  Venus  the  common  ftrumpet,  and  fo  on.  But 
frill  it  muft  be  confefled,  that  thofe  fictitious  divinities,  which 
fuperftition  and  poetry  had  -invented,  which  the  lefier  myfteries 
had  preferved,  and  which  the  greater  had  tolerated,  were  alike 
numerous  and  ridiculous,  as  well  as  the  rites  and  ceremonies 
inftituted  in  honor  of  them,  and  practifed  even  by  thofe  who 
were  confummated  in  the  greater  myfteries.  Thus  in  the 
eleufmian  orgia,  for  inftance,  not  to  quote  thofe  of  Bacchus, 
the  moft  extravagant  and  the  fooneft  corrupted  of  any,  the 
wanderings  of  Ceres  in  fearch  of  her  daughter  were  dramati- 
cally reprefented  :  and  the  initiated  ran  about  like  frantic  peo- 
ple with  lighted  torches  in  their  hands. 

If  this  apparent  idolatry  moves  your  indignation,  call  to 
mind  the  diftirldticn  of  a  worfhip  of  Latria  and  a  worfhip  of 
Dulia.  They,  who  acknowledged  but  one  God,  could  pay 
the  firft  to  that  God  alone  :  they  could  not  be  idolaters.  They 
might  honor  the  other  divinities,  as  your  church  honors  her 
faints,  by  the  fecond.  If  this  ridiculous  worfhip  moves  your 
laughter,  have  a  care  :  it  was  in  thofe  days  juft  as  it  is  in  ours, 
and  in  paganifm  juft  as  it  is  in  chriftianity.  The  intelligent 
pagans,  who  were  confummated  in  the  myfteries,  could  explain 
away,  no  doubt,  fome  of  the  apparent  abfurdities  of  thefe  rites, 
and  give  good  prudential  reafons  for  their  compliance  with 
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others.  Celsus  had  boafted  that  he  was  fully  acquainted  with 
the  chriftian  religion,  and  on  that  fuppofed  acquaintance  had 
prefumcd  to  cenfure  it.  Origen,  as  I  find  him  quoted  by 
Cudworth,  mews  Celsus  that  it  was  not  lefs  impertinent  in 
him  to  pretend  to  be  well  informed  of  chriftian  theology,  than 
it  would  be  in  a  ftranger  who  fojourned  in  Egypt  to  pretend  to 
be  well  informed  of  the  Egyptian  theology,  tho  he  had  not  been 
inftrucled  in  the  myfteries  of  it  by  the  pricfts  who  were  alone 
able  to  inftruct  him.  Origen  adds,  that  not  only  among  the 
Egyptians,  but  among  all  other  nations,  who  had  befides  their 
religious  fables  a  fecret  doctrine,  the  religious  rites  were  per- 
formed rationally  by  ingenious  perfons,  whilft  the  fuperflcial 
vulgar  looked  no  further  in  the  obfervation  of  them  than  the 
external  fymbol  or  ceremony.  This  was  a  full  anfwer  to  Cel- 
sus :  and  fo  far  Origen  makes  the  cafe  of  paganifm  and  chri- 
ftianity  the  fame. 

Now  if  they  were  the  fame  in  his  time,  fare  I  am  they  are 
the  fame  in  this  refpedl  in  ours :  and  that  you  may  fee  this  the 
more  clearly,  and  learn  not  to  pafs  too  ram  a  cenfure  on  the 
poor  pagans,  let  us  feign  for  a  moment  that  Abammon,  or  any 
other  heathen  prieft  you  pleafe,  is  rifen  from  the  dead.  He  is 
curious  in  the  firft  place  to  vilit  Egypt  and  the  Eaft ;  but  he  finds 
them  fubdued  by  ignorant  and  barbarous  people,  and  no  traces 
left  of  their  antient  civility,  policy,  and  erudition.  The  coun- 
tries devafted,  the  cities  laid  in  ruins,  and  none  of  the  colleges 
of  the  learned  to  be  found.  He  haftens  away  to  the  Weft ;  for 
he  is  told  that  in  thofe  regions  that  border  on  the  Atlantic  fea 
arts  and  fciences  have  revived,  and  philofophy  has  fixed  her 
throne.  As  he  advances  thither,  •  he  finds  fome  faint  refem- 
blance  of  the  plenty  and  of  the  magnificence  of  antient  Egypt. 
Stately  temples  ftrike  his  eye,  and  excite  his  curiofity  the  moft. 
He  obferves  that  one  is  dedicated  to  the  Trinity.     He  takes 
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this  to  be  fome  triad  into  which  Typho  had  mangled  the 
deity,  and  he  laments  that  Is  is  had  not  joined  the  parts  again 
together ;  for  he  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  know  what  the  Nicean 
council  has  decreed  for  this  purpofe.  He  obferves,  that  another 
is  dedicated  to  the  mother  of  God,  and  imagines  that  Cybele 
may  be  adored  in  it.  Others  he  obferves  in  great  number, 
and  all  diftinguifhed  by  fome  particular  invocation.  Whilft  he 
is  thus  employed,  a  proceilion  comes  by.  Abammon  fees 
with  pleafure  the  priefts  of  Is  is  attend  it  in  their  white  gar- 
ments, and  with  their  heads  fhaved  according  to  the  Egyp- 
tian rite ;  but  he  is  at  a  lofs  to  guefs  what  a  crofs  of  wood, 
which  is  carried  before  them,  can  mean.  He  remembers,  that 
malefactors  were  executed  in  fome  countries  on  fuch  an  inftru- 
ment  of  cruelty;  and  therefore  his  furprize  increafes  when  he 
is  told  that  the  fon  of  God  furfered  on  it  to  fatisfy  divine  juftice, 
and  to  expiate  the  fins  of  mankind.  This  calls  to  his  mind 
perhaps  the  human  facrifices  that  were  fo  long  in  ufe  among 
the  Phoenicians  and  other  nations.  But  he  is  ftill  in  doubt ; 
for  among  them  men  were  facrificed  to  appeafe  the  gods, 
and  here  a  god  is  the  victim.  He  follows  the  proceilion  into 
one  of  the  temples.  The  fervice  begins ;  he  gets  as  near  the  altar 
as  he  can.  He  fees  no  preparations  for  any  facriflce,  but 
obferves  that  the  prieft  holds  fomething  white  and  round  in  his 
hand.  He  afks  what  it  is,  and  is  told  that  it  is  a  wafer.  He 
obferves  him  pour  fome  liquor  into  a  cup.  He  afks,  and  is  told 
that  it  is  wine.  A'  moment  after  the  prieft  having  held  up; 
this  wafer  and  this  cup  fucceilively  over  his  head,  the  people 
proftrate  themfelves  in  acts  of  adoration.  They  bid  him  do  the 
fame  ;  for  they  afliire  him  that  the  wafer  is  become  the  body,, 
and  the  wine  the  blood,  of  God.  The  fervice  over,  he  has 
time  to  furvey  the  church.  He  fees  altars  on  every  fide,  and 
pictures  or  ftatues  over  all.  He  fees  tapers  and  lamps  burning 
even  by  day.     The  pictures  and  ftatues  he  concludes  to  be  the 
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gods  of  this  people,  and  the  tapers  and  lamps  to  have  been  light- 
ed  at   fome  facred  fire,     at   that  perhaps  which  Zoroaster 
brought  from  heaven.     He  ftares  at  an  old  man  with   a  long 
beard,  looking  out  of  the  clouds  at  a  young  man  tied  to  a  ftake 
and  whipped,     and  at  a  white  pigeon  hovering  in  the  midft  of 
the  picture.  As  he  proceeds  on  his  journey  ofcuriofity,  he  fees 
in  another  temple  the  fame  old  man  talking  to  a  beautiful  vir- 
gin, the  virgin  feeming  to  receive  orders  from  him,  and  thruft- 
ing  a  little   child  head   foremoft  into  a  mill,     four  morutrous. 
hearts,  fuch  as  Africa  never  produced,  afTifting  twelve  venerable 
perfons  to  turn  the  mill,  before  which  an  arch-prieft,    with  a 
tripple  crown  on  his  head,    and  a  golden  cup  in  his  hand,  is 
reprefented  kneeling.     The  arch-prieft-  receives  wafers  that  fall 
from  the  mill  into  the  cup.     He  gives  them  to   a  man '  who 
wears  a  red  cap  ;    the  man  of  the  red  cap  gives  them  to  one 
who  wears  a  broad  pointed  cap ;    he  of  the  broad  pointed  cap 
gives  them  to  one  who  wears  a  fquare  black  cap ;   and  he  of  the 
fquare  black  cap  doles  them  about  to  the  people.     Abammon 
obferves  over  the  door  of  the  fame  temple    an   animal  that 
has  four  heads,     the   head   of  a  man,     the   head   of  an  ox, 
the   head    of  an  eagle,     and   the   head    of  a  lion.     He  ob- 
ferves an  afs,  to  whom  peculiar  reipect  feems  to  be  paid,  and 
whole  flocks  of  fheep  and  whole  droves  of  cattle.     Thefe   he 
takes  for  fymbols ;   and  they  have  fo  plain  an  alluiion  to  thofe 
of  Egypt,  when  Egypt  was  the  miftrefs  of  fymbolical  theology, 
that  Abammon  would  be  ready  to  carry  himfelf  back  to  his  own 
age  and  country  in  imagination,    if  the  herds  of  fwine,     that 
have  their  place  too  in  this  facred  painting,    did  not  give  him 
a  good  deal  of  fcandal.     The  people  he  converfes  with,   fwear 
to  him  in  the  moft  folemn  manner  that  they  adore  one  God 
alone,  and  that  they  abhor  polytheifm  and  idolatry.     He  hears 
them,  takes  his  leave  and  goes  away  perfuaded  that  they  are 
polytheifts  as  much,  and  idolaters  more  than  he  or  any 'of  his 
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fathers  were.  This  fable  may  ferve  to  mew  you  that  it  is  not 
only  unreafonable,  but  unfafe  to  cenmre  any  religion  rafhly 
and  without  fufficient  information,  as  pagans  have  calumniated 
judaifm  and  chriftianity,  and  Jews  and  Chriftians,  paganifm 
and  mahometanifm.  The  weapons  of  retaliation  are  always  at 
hand,  tho  thofe  of  defence  are  not :  and  we  fee  that  even  the 
chriftian  religion  is  not  invulnerable.  But  it  is  time  I  mould 
proceed  to  other  corruptions  of  philofophy,  of  the  firft  efpeci- 
ally,  and  to  other  forms  under  which  error  has  been  pro- 
pagated. 

SECTION     VI. 

What  has  been  faid  above,  has  been  laid  generally  and  hy- 
pothetically ; .  for  what  man  in  his  fenfes  would  prefume  to  be 
particular  or  poikive  on  matters  of  fo  great  antiquity,  and  fo 
imperfedtly  and  darkly  delivered  down  on  authorities  for  the 
moft  part  very  precarious  ?  I  think,  however,  that  it  is  proba- 
ble. It  is  probable  that  allegory,  the  refuge  of  ignorance,  the 
veil  of  error,  and  the  inftrument  of  metaphyseal  and  theologi- 
cal deception  in  its  abufe,  was  one  great  fupport  of  paganifm. 
It  rendered  the  outiide  of  this  religion  pompous  and  fhewifh : 
and  this  was  enough  to  raife  and  to  maintain  a  refpe<St  and  vene- 
ration for  it  in  the  minds  of  the  vulgar,  who  never  look  fur- 
ther than  the  outiide,  and  who  are  fond  of  the  marvellous.  It 
is  probable,  that  in  the  myfteries  inftituted  by  the  firft  legifla- 
tors  to  be  a  further  fupport  of  religion,  fuch  allegories  and  fym- 
bols  as  were  kept  in  ufe,  and  fuch  as  were  more  rationally 
invented  for  inftrudtion,  not  for  deception,  were  explained  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  ferve  all  the  purposes  of  morality,  and  to 
form  men  to  be  better  citizens,  by  making  them  better  men,  than 
it  was  thought  that  civil  laws  and  inftitutions  alone  could  oblige 
them  to  be.     It  is  probable,  in  the  laft  place,    that  the  few 
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who  were  confummated  in  thefe  myfterics,  and  to  whom  the 
hidden  do&rine  was  revealed,  acknowledged  the  unity  of  the 
Godhead,  learned  to  join  a  fort  of  mitigated  polytheifm  with 
monotheifm,  and,  tho  they  conformed  in  the  public  worfhip,  to 
have  their  private  belief,  a8  I  am  perfuaded  that  you  have  yours. 

It  is  plain  enough,  that  the  knowledge  of  the"  one  true  God 
would  have  been  acquired  by  men,  and  would  have  been  pre- 
served in  the  world,  if  no  iiich  people  as  the  Jews  had  ever 
been :  and  nothing  can  be  more  impertinent  than  the  hypo- 
thecs, that  this  people,  the  leaft  fit  perhaps  on  many  accounts 
that  could  have  been  chofen,  was  chofen  to  preferve  this  know- 
ledge. It  was  acquired,  and  it  was  preferved  independently 
of  them  among  the  heathen  philofophers,  and  it  might  have 
become,  nay  it  did  probably  become,  the  national  belief  in 
countries  unknown  to  us,,  or  even  in  thofe  who  were  fallen 
back  into  ignorance  before  they  appear  in  the  traditions  we 
have  ;  juft  as  it  became  the  firfl  principle  of  religion  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Theban  dynafty,  *  who  held  that  there 
was  no  God  but  one,  and  this  one  God  was  represented  under 
a  human  figure  by  fome,  with  an  egg,  the  fymbol  of  the 
world,  coming  out  of  his  mouth  ;  with  a  fcepter  and  a  belt 
in  his  hand,  and  with  other  emblems.  Thus  he  was  defcribed 
by  Porphyry,  as  Eusebius  relates,  and  what  other  Being 
can  we  underftand  to  be  meant  by  this  defcription  but  that 
God  who  fpake,  and  the  world  was  made  ? 

Thus  the  theology  of  the  heathen  was  founded  on  original 
truth,  but  was  corrupted  afterwards,  as  other  theologies  have 
been,  in  its  progrefs,  and  by  the  extention  of  it.  The  hea- 
thens, at  leaft  all  of  them  who  deferve  to  be  quoted,  acknow- 
ledged one  fole  Supreme  Being,  the  oldeft  of  all  beings,  ac- 

*  Plut.  de  IsiDEet  Osiride. 
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cording  to  Thales,  becaufe  unmade  or  unproduced,  that  is, 
ielf-exiftent,  and  becaufe  he  alone  is  fo  *.  But  then  they  cor- 
rupted their  ideas  of  the  majefty  of  this  Being,  by  thofe  which 
they  had  of  human  majefty ;  for,  by  meaning  to  think  with 
more  reverence,  they  thought  unworthily  of  God.  They  loft 
fight  of  him,  if  I  may  be  allowed  fuch  an  expreffion,  and  fuf- 
fered  inferior  imaginary  beings  to  intercept  a  worfhip  due  to 
him  alone.  They  reafoned  fo  little  or  fo  ill,  on  other  notions 
much  better  aflbciated  with  this  notion  of  a  God,  fuch  as 
thofe  of  omnifcience,  of  omniprefence,  and  of  that  energy  of 
omnipotence  which  is  fufficient  by  one  fimple  acl:  of  the  will, 
for  thus  we  muft  fpeak  to  fpeak  intelligibly,  to  create  and  go- 
vern an  univerfe,  that  they  thought  it  much  more  agreeable  to 
nature  and  truth  to  account  for  all  the  phaenomena  of  the  phy- 
sical and  moral  worlds  by  fuppofing  the  agency  of  fecond  and 
third  gods,  of  fuperceleftial  and  celeftial  divinities,  and  of 
daemons,  than  to  have  recourfe  to  the  firft  God,  who  dwelled 
in  darknefs  unpenetrable,  or  in  light  that  blinded  the  human 
fight ;  for  both  thefe  images  were  employed,  and  both  fignify 
the  fame  thing.  Thus,  they  attempted  to  reconcile  mono- 
theifm  with  a  fort  of  mitigated  polytheifm  ; .  for  fuch,  at  leaft,  I 
think  it  was  rendered  by  thofe  confummated  in  the  myfteries, 
and  fuch  I  called  it  before  ;  tho  Plutarch  fays  expreffly,  in  the 
place  I  have  juft  now  quoted,  not  only  that  the  moft  antient 
Egyptians  held  the  unity  of  God,  but  alfo  that  they  believed 
no  mortal  could  be  a  God  ;  which  opinion  was  fufficient  of  it- 
felf  to  degrade  numberlefs  beings,  that  went  under  the  vague  and 
equivocal  denomination  of  gods. 

This  fyftem,  made  up  of  monotheifm  and  of  fomething  very 
near  akin,  nearer  than  they  who  held  it  imagined,  to  a  poly- 
-theifm,  inconfiftent  with  the  former,  proved  itfelf  to  be  a  very 

*  Diog.  Laer. 
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rank  foil :  and  immenfe  crops  of  error  fprung  up  from  it,  of 
error  more  ingenious  and  more  plaudble  than  the  fuperftitious 
opinions  of  favage  nations,  but  yet  as  real.  Tho  the  belief 
of  many  inferior  gods  did  not  deftroy  the  belief  of  one  fu- 
preme,  it  maintained  however  a  fort  of  idolatrous  worfhip, 
lince  it  maintained  a  fort  of  polytheifm.  For  as  we  cannot  fup- 
pofe  that  the  vulgar,  the  uninitiated,  adored  the  true  God 
even  intentionally,  fo  we  cannot  fuppofe  that  the  initiated,  nor 
even  the  confummated,  held  conftantly  in  mind  fome  fuch 
cafuiftical  diftinction  as  that  of  Latria  and  Dulia,  when 
they  offered  facriflces  to  other  divinities  and  invoked  them 
directly.  That  learned  man  Cud  worth  feems  to  think  more 
favorably  even  of  the  vulgar,  fomewhere  in  his  famous  fourth 
chapter :  and  I  am  not  ignorant  that  the  doctrine  of  a  media- 
tion between  God  and  man  was  eftablifhed  in  the  heathen 
theology.  But  I  know  too,  that  the  fufpicion  I  have  may  be 
juftified  by  the  example  of  Chriftians,  who  hold  a  mediation 
likewife  :  and  of  thefe  the  former  feem  the  moft  excufable. 
The  Chriftian  believes  that  he  may  have  accefs  at  all  times  to 
the  throne  of  grace ;  but  the  poor  heathen,  filled  with  a  re- 
ligious horror,  durft  not  approach  the  divine  monarch  except 
thro  the  mediation  of  his  minifters.  Aetherial  and  aerial 
daemons  flood  in  the  loweft  rank  of  fuperior  powers.  To 
thefe  he  addreffed  himfelf,  if  they  were  evil  to  foften  their 
malice,  if  they  were  good  to  obtain  their  mediation  with  the 
celeftial,  and  by  them  with  the  fuperceleftial  gods.  He  who 
durft  not  prefume  to  think  that  the  prayers  of  men  could  reach 
to  thefe,  might  offer  up  facriflces  and  prayers  to  thole. 

Philosophers  and  priefts,  who  led  the  multitude  in  matters 
of  fcience  and  religion,  were  the  fame  men  in  Egypt  and  the 
antient  kingdoms  of  the  Eaft  for  many  ages,  how  much  foever 
they  were  diftinguifhed  in  later  times   and  in  other  countries. 

Vol.  IV.  M  Whilft 
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Whilft  they  continued  fuch,  they  profited  alternately,  in  one 
character,  of  what  they  did,  in  another.  Philofophers  in 
profe  and  verfe  helped  to  fill  the  calendar  of  the  priefts  :  and 
theology  became  the  affiftant  of  philofophy  wherever  me  was 
wanted.  Thus,  in  the  cafe  before  us,  when  philofophers  had 
once  eftablifhed  a  divine  monarchy,  at  the  head  of  which  they 
placed  the  firft  God,  enthroned  in  darknefs,  or  hid  by  excefs 
of  light,  creating  and  governing  all  things  by  feveral  orders 
of  inferior  beings,  there  was  a  fort  of  gradation  formed  from 
man  to  God  moft  inconfiftently  with  fome  other  of  their  notions. 
In  favor  of  this  gradation,  and  to  make  it  appear  the  fhorter, 
the  fouls  of  men  were  deemed  immortal  and  of  a  celeftial 
origin.  They  were  raifed  up,  at  leaft,  to  the  very  confines 
of  divinity  :  and  daemons,  and  beings  fuperior  to  daemons,  had 
little  precedence  above  them,  if  any.  They  were  confined 
indeed  to  human  bodies,  and  degraded  to  animate  thefe  fyftems 
of  organized  matter  by  a  temporary  union  with  them,  but 
they  returned  afterwards  to  their  proper  and  kindred  ftars. 
The  others  were  confined  too,  and  had  their  refpedrive  powers 
and  provinces  allotted  to  them,  in  the  general  government  even 
of  fublunary  affairs. 

Theology  did  not  fail  to  build  on  foundations  philofophy 
had  laid  :  and  the  profeflbrs  of  both  improved  the  oppor- 
tunity they  had  of  feigning  a  clofe  correspondence  between 
heaven  and  earth.  They  afliimed,  that  they  had  the  means  of 
knowing  what  was  decreed  above,  that  they  could  difclofe  the 
will  of  the  gods,  avert  their  anger,  procure  their  favor,  and 
exercife  a  coercive  power  over  daemons.  They  imagined  fpi- 
rits  that  belonged  to  the  feveral  planets,  fiery  and  aerial,  aqua- 
tic and  terreftrial :  fo  that  men,  and  not  men  alone,  but  all  other 
animals,  plants,  metals,  and  ftones,  partook  of  thefe  different 
natures,  and  of  the  different  influences  which  defcended  from 

above. 
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above.  The  diftinction  of  good  and  evil  daemons  was  ex- 
tremely ufeful,  in  accounting  for  the  phyfical  and  moral  phae- 
nomena  ;  and  it  doubled  the  fees  of  the  priefts.  Accordingly, 
this  diftinction  had  been  eftablifhed  in  the  remoteft  antiquity,, 
when  philofophers  did,  what  they  do  ftill,  and  inftead  of 
tracing  caufes  up  gradually  from  their  effects,  take  the  lefs 
laborious  tafk  of  inventing  them  at  once  and  by  a  fally  of  ima- 
gination. Justin  the  martyr  found  our  chriftian  devil  preci- 
pitated from  heaven,  in  the  nineteenth  book  of  Homer's  Iliad. 
Plutarch  quotes  Empedocles  for  writing,  that  the  evil  dae- 
mons had  been  driven  from  thence  by  the  gods :  and  you  may 
have  the  word  of  Marsilius  Ficinus,  in  his  dhTertation  on 
the  apology  of  Socrates,  that  Plato  had  heard  in  Egypt 
how  Jupiter  caft  the  impure  daemons  into  hell,  as  well  as  he 
had  learned  from  Ph ere cydes  of  Syros,  either  by  tradition  or 
by  his  writings,  how  feveral  of  thefe  fpirits  had  rebelled  againft 
God  under  the  conduct  of  Ophioneus.  Thefe  reprobate  fpi- 
rits became  the  inftruments,  or  rather  the  authors  of  all  phyfi- 
cal and  moral  evil :  and  the  protection  of  fuch  as  had  not  fallen 
from  this  purity  was  fought,  to  prevent  or  remove  this  malignant 
influence.  The  one  procured  to  men  peace  of  mind,  and  health 
of  body.  The  others  infpired]  lufts,  inflamed  paflions,  and, 
entering  into  the  bodies  of  men  as  well  as  of  other  animals, 
tormented  and  diftorted  their  limbs,  and  plaid  a  thoufand 
extravagant  pranks  in  the  wantonnefs  of  their  power  and 
malice. 

Such  abfurdities  as  thefe,  and  many  others  which  I  will  not 
take  the  trouble  to  collect,  being  grafted  on  a  few  true  princi- 
ples, compofed  the  theological  wifdom  of  the  Egyptians  and 
the  Chaldaeans,  and  corrupted  the  whole  mafs.  I  fay 
their  theological,  for  their  political  and  moral  wifdom  deferves 
to  be  mentioned  without  a  fneer.     The  relations  of  it,  and 
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of  the  effe&s  of  it,  which  we  find  in  Herodotus,   Diodo- 
rus  Siculus,  and  other  antient  authors,  infpire  us  with  ad- 
miration and  refpecl: :   and  it  is  not  poflible  to  account  for  the 
folly  and  madnefs  of  men  on  thefe  theological  fubjecSts,   who 
were  fo  reafonable  and  fo  wife  on  all  others,  except  by  refolv- 
ing  it  into  the  vanity  of  philofophers  and  the  craft  of  priefts. 
If  thefe  men  had  pretended  to  none  of  this  chimerical  know- 
ledge, but  had  contented  themfelves  to  teach  in  the  Simplicity  of 
truth,  the  little  we  are  able  to  know  of  the  divine  nature  and 
the  firft  philofophy,    their   fyftems,  which  they  had  the  rage 
of  extending,  would  have  been  too  narrow  for  their  vanity  \. 
and  their  wealth,  which  they  had  the  rage  of  increasing  by 
this    lucrative   trade,    would  have  been   too  little   for  their 
avarice* 

It  is  hard  to  fay  which  was  greater,  the  impudence  of  their 
pretenfions,  the  art  with  which  they  conducted  them,  or  the 
fuccefs  they  had  in  impoiing  them  on  mankind.  The  Sky 
was  fpread  like  the  great  volume  of  fate  before  them.  They 
and  their  adepts  alone  could  read  in  it,  and  difcover  the  fe- 
crets  it  contained.  The  whole  my  fiery  of  celeftial  influences 
was  known  to  them  alone.  They  could  procure  them,  remove 
them,  change  them,  and  fix  them  to  certain  portions  of  mat- 
ter, or  even  fix  the  fpirits  themfelves,  who  directed  thefe  in- 
fluences, to  Statues  prepared  by  the  rules  of  their  magical  art. 
They  had  myfterious  methods  of  difentangling  the  foul  from 
corporeal  incumberments,  and  preparing  it  for  every  kind  of 
iiipernatural  illumination.  The  mind  was  compofed  for  pro- 
phetic dreams,  the  eyes  were  Strengthened  for  celeftial  virions. 
They  received  inspiration,  and  they  contemplated  the  gods 
that  gave  it*  How  they  underftood  this  contemplation,  how 
they  faw  the  forms  of  the  gods,  *  and  how  the  prefence  of  the 

*  Praefentiam  faepe  divi  fuam-  declarant.    Saepe  vifae  formae  deoruro.    Cic.  de 
Nat.  Deor.  1.  z.    .  gods 


ESSAY     THE     SECOND.  85 

gods  was  declared  to  them,  might  be  explained,  perhaps,  in 
much  as  intelligible  a  manner  as  the  prefence  of  daemons  in 
their  flatues  was  explained.  Suppofe  a  wall  of  looking-glafs, 
and  fo  difpofed  at  the  fame  time  as  to  occafion  an  eccho  *. 
Your  figure  and  your  voice  too  will  be  reflected  from  it,  and 
you  will  be  in  fome  fenfe  in  that  wall.  I  hurry  over  all  thefe 
impertinences,  and  I  conclude  by  faying,  that  from  this 
confpiracy  of  philofophy  and  theology,  in  the  eflablifhment 
of  theurgic  and  natural  magic,  have  proceeded  all  the  folly 
and  knavery  of  judicial  aftrology,  of  horofcopes,  of  {pells, 
of  charms,  of  talifmans,  of  wizards,  of  witches,  and  of  ro- 
fycrucians,  and  all  the  enthufiafm,  blafphemy,  and  fuperfli- 
tion  that  have  accompanied  thefe  excommunicated  perfons  and 
things,  and  that  might  have  been  reproached  with  great  reafon, 
upon  many  occafions,  to  the  orthodox  perfons  themfelves  who 
excommunicated  both.  I  fay  might  have  been  reproached, 
and  I  fay  it  with  reafon ;  fince  many  of  the  opinions  which 
thefe  orthodox  perfons  hold,  or  have  held,  may  be  traced  up 
thro  the  fame  fchools,  thro  which  the  greateft  extravagancies 
of  aflrologers,  magicians,  and  rofycrucians  have  defcended  to 
thefe  days.  But  we  muft  not  flop  here.  We  muft  purfue 
the  propagation  of  error  in  higher  inftances  than  thefe,  and. 
in  fuch  as  prevail  under  fome  form  or  other  even  at  this  day, 
even  among  men  the  moft  enlightened  in  our  enlightened 
age. 

Pagan  theifls,  who  deemed  it  too  great  prefumption  to 
worfhip  the  Supreme  Being,  might  well  have  thought  it  ftill 
more  prefumptuous  to  dogmatize  about  his  nature  and  attri- 
butes :  and  fince  they  held  the  unity  of  the  firfl  caufe  of  all 
things,  they  mould  have  feen  the  abfurdity  and  inconfiftency 
of  analyzing  this  monad  into  feveral  principles,  and  of  aflum- 
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ing  other  fuperceleflial  and  fupereflential  beings.  All  this  was 
done  however,  the  abfurdity  was  put  in  practice,  and  the  in- 
conflftency  was  admitted  into  the  firft  philofophy.  Reafon 
was  overborne  in  this  cafe  by  affections  and  paffions,  as  reafon 
is  in  almoft  every  cafe  where  that  rational  animal  man  is  to 
decide,  and  exceilive  curiofity  and  exceftive  vanity  prevailed 
againft  the  plaineft  dictates  of  common  fenfe.  God  has  pro- 
portioned, in  every  refpecl:,  our  means  of  knowledge  to  our 
Nation  here,  and  to  our  real  wants  in  it.  The  bodies,  that 
furround  us,  operate  continually  on  us  :  and  their  operations 
concern  not  only  our  well  or  ill  being,  but  our  very  being. 
We  are  fitted  therefore  to  acquire,  by  the  help  of  our  fenfes 
properly  employed,  by  experiment  and  induftry,  fuch  a  degree 
of  human  knowledge  about  them  as  is  fufficient  for  the  ne- 
cefTary  ufes  of  human  life,  and  no  more.  In  like  manner, 
the  knowledge  of  the  Creator  is  on  many  accounts  necefTary 
to  fuch  a  creature  as  man :  and  therefore  we  are  made  able  to 
arrive,  by  a  proper  exercife  of  our  mental  faculties,  from  a 
knowledge  of  God's  works  to  a  knowledge  of  his  exiftence, 
and  of  that  infinite  power  and  wifdom  which  are  demonftrated 
to  us  in  them.  Our  knowledge  concerning  God  goes  no  fur- 
ther. We  are  in  abfolute  ignorance  of  the  real  effence  and 
inward  conftitution  of  every  fenfible  object.  How  much  lefs 
reafon  is  there  to  expe£t  any  knowledge  of  the  manner  of  being, 
and  of  the  nature  and  eflence  of  the  invilible  God,  or  of  his 
phyiical  and  moral  attributes,  beyond  that  which  his  works, 
the  effedls  of  his  nature  and  attributes,  communicate  to  us ! 
This  degree,  this  fufficient  degree  of  knowledge  concerning 
God  is  a  fixed  point,  on  one  fide  of  which  lies  atheifm,  and 
metaphysical  and  theological  blafphemy  too  often  on  the  other. 

Notwithstanding  this  which  has  been  faid,    and  which 
appears  to  be  of  the  utmoft  evidence,  philofophers  have  pro- 
ceeded, 
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cceded,  without  any  regard  to  it,  from  the  moft  early  ages : 
and  the  whole  fum  of  theology  has  been  in  every  age  a  con- 
fufed  rhapfody  of  difcordant,  fluctuating  hypothefes.  The 
fcience  to  which  they  pretended  was  unattainable.  Their  doc- 
trines therefore,  tho  dogmatically  taught,  and  implicitly  receiv- 
ed in  their  feveral  fchools,  were  nothing  more  than  arbitrary 
hypothefes :  and  hypothefes  being  Co  extravagantly  prolific, 
that  one  often  engenders  twenty,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the 
confufion  increafed,  that  the  more  thele  doctrines  were  ex- 
plained the  darker  they  grew,  and  that  the  latter  pythagori- 
cians  and  platonicians  were,  if  poilible,  lefs  intelligible  than  their 
maflers,  and  all  thofe  who  had  gone  before  them.  I  mention 
thefe  particularly,  becaufe  they  were  the  great  theological 
doctors  of  Greece,  and  the  great  channels  thro  which  all  the 
metaphyseal  jargon,  and  all  the  fuperftitious  opinions  of  an- 
tient  nations,  have  come  down  to  us,  intermingled  with 
fome  fcraps  of  good  fenfe  and  of  true  theifm.  Plutarch  fays 
there  was  nothing  unreafonable,  fabulous,  nor  fuperftitious  in 
the  facred  inftitutions  of  the  Egyptians,  from  whofe  fchools 
we  know  that  Pythagoras  and  Plato  derived  their  theology. 
But  on  the  contrary,  he  fays,  that  all  of  them  had  moral  and 
ufeful  caufes,  and  hiftorical  and  philofophical  meanings.  But 
the  prieft  made  his  court,  at  the  expence  of  truth,  to  the  prieft- 
efs,  to  whom  he  addrefled  his  treatife  concerning  Isis  and  Osiris  : 
and  we  fhall  do  better  to  give  credit,  on  this  occafion,  to  Di- 
onysius  Halicarnassensis  *,  who  confefles,  that  altho  many  of 
the  Greek  fables  fhewed  the  operations  of  nature  by  allegories,, 
and  were  compofed  for  confolation  under  the  calamities  of  life,, 
for  taking  away  perturbations  of  mind,  for  removing  falfe  opi- 
nions, and  for  other  very  good  and  commendable  purposes,  yet 
they  are  to  be  condemned  in  general,  many  as  impious,  all  as  per- 
nicious ;  and  he  praiies  Romulus  for  admitting  none  of  them. 

*  Ant.  Rom.  L.  z. 
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SECTION     VII. 

It  may  be  worth  while  to  give  two  inftances  of  the  extra- 
vagant hypothefes  which  philolbphy  and  theology  confpired  to 
frame,  as  Toon,  perhaps,  as  men  began  to  turn  their  thoughts  to 
thefe  fubjecls ;  for  we  find  ditheifin  and  tritheifm  eftablifhed 
in  the  mod  early  ages,  concerning  which  we  have  any  anecdotes. 

They  who  believed  a  felf-exiftent  Being,  the  firft  intelligent 
caufe  of  all  things,  muft  have  believed  this  Being  to  be  all-per- 
fect. But  then,  as  they  modelled  his  government  on  an  hu- 
man plan,  Co  they  conceived  his  perfections,  moral  as  well  as 
phyfical,  by  human  ideas ;  tho  they  did  not  prefume  to  limit 
the  former  by  the  latter.  Thus,  God  was  faid  to  be  the  firft 
good  ;  but  then  the  general  notion,  or  the  abftracl:  idea,  as 
Tome  philofophers  would  call  it,  of  this  good,  was  not  only  taken 
from  human  goodnefs,  but  was  confidered  too  with  little  or  no 
other  relation  than  to  man,  that  excellent  creature,  the  very 
image  of  his  Maker,  and  one  half  of  whom,  at  leaf!:,  was  di- 
vine. A  queftion  arofe  therefore  on  thefe  hypothefes.  How 
could  evil  come  into  a  fyftem,  of  which  God  was  the  author, 
and  man  the  final  caufe  ?  this  queftion  made  a  further  hypo- 
thefis  necelTary.  It  was  tc  dignus  vindice  nodus :"  and  ano- 
ther firft  God,  another  coeternal  and  coequal  principle  was 
introduced  to  folve  it,  a  firft  caufe  of  all  evil,  as  the  other 
was  of  all  good.  The  conteft  between  thefe  independent  and 
rival  powers  began  by  a  ftruggle,  fome  have  faid  by  a  battle, 
when  one  of  them  endeavoured  to  reduce  matter,  which  thefe 
philofophers  held  to  be  a  third  principle,  tho  not  a  third  God, 
into  an  orderly  uniform  frame  and  regular  motion,  and  when 
tJie  other  endeavoured  to  maintain  diforder,  deformity,  irregu- 
larity, 
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larity,  and  to  fpoil,  at  lcaft,  the  great  defign.  The  fame  conteft 
was  fuppofed  to  continue  in  the  government  that  commenced 
at  the  formation  of  the  world,  and  phyfical  or  moral  good  and 
evil  to  be  produced,  as  one  or  other  of  thefe  gods  prevailed. 

Plutarch  *,  who  was  a  zealous  aflertor  of  this  doclxine  him- 
lelf,  aflerted  it  to  have  been  likewife  that  of  the  magians,  the 
Chaldeans,  the  Egyptians,  and  of  every  philofopher  almofl  of 
any  note  among  the  Greeks  from  Pythagoras  down  to  Pla- 
to.     He  reprefents  it  as  an  opinion  fettled  in  the  minds  of 
men  by  the  authority  of  lcgiflators  and  divines,  of  philofophers 
and  poets,  and  not  only  as  an  opinion,  but  as  an  article  of  faith, 
on  which  facrifices  and  religious  rites  were  eftablifhed.     But 
every  man  has  fbme  favorite  folly,  and  this  was  his.   Ba  yle  him- 
felf  is  forced  to  confefs,  that  the  reprefentation  is  exaggerated. 
How  indeed  is  it  poflible  to  believe  that  fuch  numbers  of  rea- 
fonable  men  could  concur,  from  age  to  age,  in  fb  great  an  ab- 
furdity  ?    Some  of  them  might,    and  it  is  probable  that  they 
did,  hold  an  opinion  very  near  akin  to  this  and  derived  from  it, 
but  not  the  fame  that  Plutarch  held,    and  the  Marcionites 
and  Manichaeans  after  him.     This  hypothefis  was  mitigated  by 
another;   and  inftead  of  a  god  unproduced  and  felf-exiftent,  an 
inferior  being,  produced  and  dependent,  was  afTumed  to  be  the 
author  of  evil.     The  preceptor  of  Trajan  could  not  help  ad- 
mitting, moft  inconfiftently  with  himfelf,  that  the  two  princi- 
ples were  not  of  equal  force,  and  that  the  good  principle  was 
prevalent:    but  even  further  that  Zoroaster,    and  by  confe- 
quence  the  magi,  called  the  good  principle  alone  God,  and  the 
evil  principle  a  daemon.     This  mitigated  hypothefis  was  adopt- 
ed by  orthodox  Chriftians,  as  the  other  was  by  heretics,     and 
has  therefore  fupported  itfelf  longer  than  the  other :     tho  the 
other  fpread  more  among  Chriftians,    from  the  third  century, 

*  Lib.  de  Iside  et  Osiride. 

Vol.  IV.  N  and 
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and  before  Manes  down  to  the  feventh  and  even  to  the  ninth, 
than  it  had  ever  fpread  and  prevailed  in  the  pagan  world.  But 
whatever  fuccefs  thefe  hypothefes  have  had,  when  we  confider 
even  that  which  I  have  called  mitigated,  as  a  pagan  dogma, 
we  muft  fay,  that  altho  it  does  not  imply  contradiction  fo  mani- 
festly as  the  other,  yet  it  implies  it  as  ftrongly,  and  is  ftill  more 
injurious  to  the  Supreme  Being.  It  implies  it  as  ftrongly ;  for 
to  affirm  that  there  are  two  felf-exiftent  gods,  independent  and 
coequal,  who  made  and  govern  the  world,  is  not  a  jot  more 
abfurd,  than  it  is  to  affirm  that  a  God  fovereignly  good,  and 
at  the  fame  time  almighty  and  alwife,  fuffers  an  inferior  depen- 
dent being  to  deface  his  work  in  any  fort,  and  to  make  his 
other  creatures  both  criminal  and  miferable.  It  is  ftill  more  in- 
jurious to  the  Supreme  Being ;  for  if  we  had  been  to  reafon 
with  pagan  ditheifts  on  their  own  notions,  we  might  have  in- 
flfted,  that  it  is  no  difgrace  to  a  prince  to  reign  according  to  the 
conftitution  of  his  country  jointly  with  another,  as  the  ephori 
reigned  at  Sparta,  and  the  confuls  governed  at  Rome,  and  that 
the  ill  government  of  his  partner  reflects  no  difhonor  on  him.. 
But  that  to  fay  of  a  monarch,  in  the  true  fenfe  of  the  word, 
who  is  inverted  with  abfolute  power,  that  he  fuffers  one  of  his 
fubjects  to  abufe  the  reft  without  controul,  and  to  draw  them 
into  crimes  and  revolts,  for  which  he  punifhes  them  afterwards, 
is  the  moft  injurious  accufation  that  can  be  brought.  That 
heathen  theifts  of  common  fenfe  reafoned  in  this  manner  we  can- 
not doubt,  and  that  they  did  fo  I  find  a  remarkable  proof,  tho 
a  negative  one,  and  brought  for  another  purpofe,  in  the  intel- 
lectual fyftem.  Celsus  objected  to  the  Chriftians  that  they 
believed  a  certain  adverfary  to  God,  the  devil,  called  in  he- 
brew  Satan,  and  that  they  affirmed  impioufly  that  the  greateft 
God  was  difabled  from  doing  good,  or  withftood  in  doing  it, 
by  this  adverfary.  Now  Celsus,  who  made  this  objection  to 
the  Chriftians,  would  not  have  made  it,  I  thinkt  if  he  himfelf 

had 
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had  held  the  mitigated  ditheiim  we  have  mentioned,  whether 
he  held  the  other  or  no. 

Let  us  {peak  of  tritheifm,  the  other  inflance  propofed  to 
fhew  how  natural  theology  was  rendered  a  confufed  heap  of  ab- 
furd  and  inconliftent  hypothefes,  by  men  who  prefumed  to 
dogmatize  beyond  the  bounds  of  human  knowledge. 

Dr.  Cudworth  could  not  well  conceive,  no  more  than  la 
Motthe  le  Vayer,  how  a  trinity  of  divine  hypoftafes  mould 
be  flrft  difcovered  merely  by  human  wit  and  reafon.  He  would 
have  it  believed,  therefore,  a  revelation  to  the  Jews,  and  a  tradi- 
tion derived  from  them.  But  he  fupports  his  fuggeftion  ill. 
That  the  Samothracians  held  a  certain  trinity  of  gods,  which 
they  called  by  an  Hebrew  name  Cabbirim,  or  the  mighty  gods, 
and  that  there  are  in  the  books  of  the  old  Teftament  certain 
fignifications  of  a  plurality  in  the  Deity,  are  allegations  fo  vague 
and  inconclufive  that  they  prove  nothing,  or  might  be  turned 
to  prove  what  the  learned  author  would  have  drfliked  very  much, 
to  prove  it  ill  perhaps,  but  as  well  at  leafh  as  they  prove  his  fug- 
geftion. The  other  proof  he  brings,  may  be  equivocal  as  well 
as  weak  in  the  manner  in  which  it  is  exprefled.  He  quotes 
Proclus  for  faying  that  the  trinity  contained  in  the  Chaldaic 
oracles  was  at  firft  a  theology  of  divine  tradition,  or  a  revela- 
tion, or  a  divine  cabbala,  and  he  quotes  the  Greek  of  Proclus, 
after  which  he  adds,  viz.  amongft  the  Hebrews  firft,  and 
from  them  afterwards  communicated  to  the  Egyptians  and 
other  nations.  If  Proclus  now  had  faid  all  this  in  terms, 
or  had  fpoke  to  the  effect  of  the  additional  words,  which  I 
am  unable  to  determine,  not  having  the  book  at  this  time  in 
my  power,  the  proof  would  have  been  no  better  than  either 
of  the  former.  But  if  the  additional  words  are  not  of  Pro- 
clus,   but  of  the  doctor,  the  doctor  feeming  to  quote  Pro- 
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clus  quotes  himfelf,  in  refpedt  to  the  point  he  was  concern- 
ed to  fecure,  that  this  divine  revelation  could  be  made  to  no 
other  nation,  if  it  was  made,  than  to  the  Hebrews. 

I  proceed  now  to  fay  that  it  is  not  fo  hard  to  conceive  how 
human  wit  and  reafon  might,  and  why  philofophers  did,  in- 
vent the  hypothefis  of  a  trinity,  without  any  obligation  to  the 
Jews,  who  from  their  exode  to  their  return  from  their  feventy 
years  captivity,  and  from  thence  till  all  their  books  were  writ- 
ten or  reduced  into  a  canon,  borrowed  much  more  than  they 
lent. 

The  confufion  and  obfcurity  of  the  firft,  philofophy,  as  it 
was  taught  in  the  antiquity  to  which  we  look  up  in  this  dif- 
courfe,  was  in  no  part  greater  than  in  this  of  the  trinity. 
They  who  have  pretended  to  explain  it,  to  improve  it,  and  to 
build  upon  it,  have  only  perplexed  it  the  more :  fome  becaufe 
they  were  as  chimerical  as  the  firft  inventors,  and  others  be- 
caufe they  had  fome  particular  purpofe  to  ferve.  What  is  un- 
intelligible in  Plato,  for  inftance,  or  in  the  fragments  that  we 
have  of  pythagorean  doctrines,  you  will  not  perceive  to  grow 
more  intelligible  when  you  have  confulted  Jamblicus,  Por- 
phyry, Plotinus,  any  of  the  philofophers  of  thefe  feels,  or 
any  of  the  chriftian  fathers  who  fanctified  a  great  deal  of  this 
heathen  lore.  Marsilius  Ficinus,  and  the  whole  crowd  of 
modern  translators,  commentators,  and  collectors,  will  help 
you  as  little.  Even  Cudworth,  the  beft  of  them,  leaves 
you  where  he  found  you,  and  gives  you  little  elfe  than  a  non- 
fenfical  paraphrafe  of  nonfenfe.  It  was  not  his  fault.  The 
good  man  paned  his  life  in  the  ftudy  of  an  unmeaning  jargon : 
and  as  he  learned,  he  taught. 

If 
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If  he  had  not  been  fond  of  giving  a  divine  original  to  a 
doctrine  that  became  a  fundamental  article  of  chriflianity,  he 
might  have  deduced  the  original  of  this  very  human  hypothe- 
cs, for  fuch  it  was  in  the  pagan  world,  from  what  he  had  af- 
lerted  and  proved  already.  He  had  fhewn  how  poets  and 
philofophers  promoted  polytheifm  by  allegorizing  corporeal 
nature.  Was  it  hard  then  to  imagine,  that  they  allegorized 
incorporeal  nature  likewife  ?  they  deified  fenfible,  why  mould 
they  not  deify  intellectual,  objects  ?  They  increafed  the  number 
of  their  gods,  by  deifying  even  mixed  modes  and  relations. 
Why  mould  they  not  do  the  fame,  by  making  ideal  fubftances 
of  the  wifdom  and  power  of  God,  and  of  that  divine  fpirit 
which  they  imagined  to  pervade  all  things  ?  There  was  no  need 
of  infpiration,  nor  any  extraordinary  communication,  to 
prompt  them  to  do  fb :  and  it  would  have  been  matter  of 
wonder  if  the  whole  fyftem  of  nature  had  not  been  reduced, 
as  it  was,  into  one  body  of  corrupt  theology,  by  the  Egyp- 
tians and  the  other  nations  of  the  Eaft,  and  by  the  Greeks 
who  philofophifed  many  centuries  together  on  the  fame  foolifh 
principles. 

The  habitude  of  erecting  extravagant  hypothecs  into  doc- 
trkies  of  the  nrfr.  philofophy,  and  of  founding  natural  theolo- 
gy on  the  moft  unnatural  principles,  might  feduce  men  eafUy 
into  tritheifm,  without  any  fuch  apparent  reafons  for  it  as  they 
had  for  ditheifm.  But  if  they  thought  themfelves  obliged  to 
invent  the  latter  in  order  to  account  for  the  exiftence  of  evil, 
they  faw  that  there  was  a  neceility  for  inventing  the  former,  in 
order  to  give  an  appearance  of  confiftency  to  the  very  beft  of 
their  theiftical  fyftems.  They  had  gods  and  demi-gods  and  dae- 
mons enough.  But  none  of  them  could  be  reputed  firft  caufes, 
or  principles,  and  three  mch  at  leaft  were  neceflary  to  be  found. 

When 
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When  they  had  imagined  a  celeftial,  on  the  plan  of  a  ter- 
reftrial,  monarchy,  they  found  place  and  rank  and  bufinefs 
for  all  the  imaginary  beings  that  fuperftition  had  created :  but 
they  confined  the  monarch,  like  an  eaftern  prince,  to  the  in- 
moft  recefTes  of  his  palace,  where  they  fuppofed  him  to  re- 
main immoveable.  They  acknowledged  him,  very  rationally, 
to  be  the  fource  of  all  intelligence  and  wifdom  and  power, 
as  well  as  the  fountain  of  all  exiftence,  and  the  fpring  of  all 
life  and  motion  throout  the  whole  extent  of  being.  But  then 
they  imagined,  very  irrrationally,  that  this  unity  was  fuch  an 
immoveable  eflence  as  could  not  have  adted  in  the  formation, 
and  as  did  not  adt  in  the  prefervation  and  government,  of  the 
world.  They  raifed  their  notions  of  the  divine  majefty  fo  high, 
or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  they  refined  fo  metaphyfically 
upon  them,  for  they  cannot  be  ever  raifed  too  high,  when 
they  are  kept  within  the  bounds  of  our  real  ideas,  that  they 
placed  the  Supreme  God  not  only  far  out  of  the  fight  of  hu- 
man intelledt,  but  even  out  of  the  reach,  if  I  may  fay  fo,  of 
that  fyftem  whereof  they  confefled  him  to  be  the  firft  caufe. 
There  were,  indeed,  according  to  them  inferior  generated 
gods  participant  infomefort  of  his  wifdom,  and  delegates  in  fome 
degree  of  his  power ;  but  this  participation  and  this  delegation 
were  not  fufficient :  and  to  make  fuch  a  fyftem  as  that  of  the 
univerfe,  the  very  wifdom  and  the  very  power  of  the  fupreme 
felf-exiftent  Being  were  necefTary.  No  caufe  out  of  the 
Deity  could  produce  fuch  effects,  and  all  other  beings  with  par- 
ticipated wifdom  and  delegated  power  would  be  but  fecond 
caufes  at  beft,  acting  indeed,  but  acted  upon,  without  any 
adequate  efficacy  of  their  own. 

We  may  very  well  believe,  that  fome  fuch  confiderations  as 
thefe  determined  the  moft   antient  philofophers  to  affume  a 

trinity 
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trinity  of  divine  hypoftafes  in  the  Godhead.  A  fecond  proceed- 
ing eternally  from  the  firft,  and  a  third  proceeding  eternally 
from  the  fecond,  or  from  the  firft  and  the  fecond.  Sub- 
fiftencies,  beings  not  independent  like  the  good  and  the  evil 
god,  but  diftinct.  Subordinate,  but  fubordinate  within  the 
Deity,  and  far  above  the  higheft  order  of  generated  gods.  It 
is  probable  that  neither  Zoroaster,  nor  the  magi,  nor  Mer- 
cury Trismegist,  nor  the  Egyptian  divines,  were  as  ingenious 
to  abftract  and  diftinguifh  and  to  invent  new  words,  as  the  Ni- 
caean  fathers,  or  the  latter  pythagoricians  and  platonicians. 
They  might  content  themfelves  with  eftablifhing  the  gene- 
ral difference  I  have  mentioned  between  thefe  three,  and  all 
their  other  gods.  Cud  worth  fays,  that  they  underftood  by 
this  trinity  the  Godhead  :  and  I  remember  to  have  read  fome- 
where,  in  Plotinus  perhaps,  or  in  fome  other  madman  of 
that  ftamp,  that  there  are  emanations  within  the  Deity  as  well 
as  emanations  that  go  out  of  it.  The  fecond  of  thefe  gods, 
then,  was  the  divine  intellect  perfonifled,  an  emanation  that 
did  not  emane,  if  you  allow  the  term,  out  of  the  Deity. 
The  third  was  the  divine  Spirit,  another  emanation  that  did 
not  emane  neither.  Thus  the  difficulties  that  embarrafled 
thefe  great  divines,  might  feem  to  be  taken  away ;  for  tho  the 
immoveable  effence  of  the  unity  could  not  move,  nor  act,  nor 
pervade,  and  become  the  foul  of  the  world  immediately,  yet  all 
this  might  be  done  by  the  fecond  and  third  perfons  of  the  God- 
head, who  exerted  all  die  energy  of  the  firft.. 

That  fuch  an  hypothecs  was  eftablifhed  among  the  moft 
antient  of  the  heathen  divines  cannot  be  doubted,  tho  their 
doctrines  are  come  to  us  in  broken  fcraps  very  imperfectly,  and 
therefore  very  darkly.  This  imperfect  and  general  knowledge 
is  enough  however  to  fatisfy  any  reafonable  curiofity,  and  it 
leaves  room  enough  for  great  fcholars  to  difpute  and  wrangle 
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about  particulars.     Let  us  leave  that  part  to  them,  and  purfue 
reflections  of  another  kind. 

Some,  and  I  think  very  few,  of  the  Greek  philofophers 
were  rank  atheifts.  Diagoras  was  one:  and,  if  it  be  true 
that  Democritus  bought  and  inftructed  him,  he  might  pafs 
ealily  from  the  abfurdity  of  believing  that  the  vifible  fpecies  of 
things  and  the  ideas  we  receive  from  them  are  gods,  to  that  of 
believing  that  there  is  no  God.  Theodorus  was  another: 
and  he  was  fo  zealous  in  his  atheifm,  that  he  wrote  federal  books 
to  maintain  it.  St  rat  o  was  not  quite  fo  positive  in  the  de- 
nial of  any  Supreme  Being  ;  but  he  was  very  pofitive,  that  he 
had  no  need  of  afTiiming  any  to  account  for  the  making  of  the 
world.  He  went  thro  all  the  parts  of  it,  and  pretended  to 
fhew,  that  all  of  them  were  effects  of  natural  caufes,  of  matter 
and  motion.  "  Naturalibus  fieri  aut  factum  efle  dicit  ponde- 
"  ribus  et  motibus,"  fays  Tully  *.  Epicurus  acknowledged 
gods,  but  gods  fo  extremely  ridiculous,  that  he  was  guilty  of 
fomething  worfe  than  atheifm,  whilft  he  affected  theifm,  "  in- 
"  vidiae  deteftandae  caufa,"  fays  the  fame  Tully. 

Such  philofophers  as  thefe  imagined  a  fort  of  plaftic  nature 
working  blindly  but  neceffarily,  and  requiring  no  fuperior  prin- 
ciple to  direct  her  action.  The  greateft  part  of  the  antient  na- 
turalifts  thought  very  differently  from  thefe.  They  efrablimed 
a  material,  and  an  efficient,  intelligent  caufe  of  all  the  phae- 
nomena.  Tho  all  of  them  believed  matter  eternal,  they  had 
various  opinions  about  the  material  caufe.  It  was  to  fome  an 
aflemblage  of  all  the  elements  maffed  and  confounded  and  fer- 
menting together,  "  rudis  indigeflaque  moles."  To  others  it 
was  fome  one  felect  element;  to  Thales  water,  or  perhaps  a 
fluid  chaos;  to  Anaximenes  air;  to  Archelaus  air  condenf- 

*  Acad.  Quad".  1. 4. 
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cd  into  water,  the  principle  of  Thales  ;  or  rarified  into  aether, 
the  fiery  principle  of  the  ftoics.  Their  notions  of  the  effici- 
ent intelligent  caufe  were  not  more  uniform  than  thefe :  but  as 
thefe  were  different  manners  of  conceiving  the  fame  thing,  fo 
were  the  others.  The  material  caufe,  under  every  notion  of  it, 
was  matter  ftill ;  the  efficient  caufe,  under  every  notion  of  it, 
was  intelligence  frill :  and  all  the  notions  of  this  kind,  which 
theiftical  philofophers  entertained,  were  lefs  repugnant,  if  I 
am  not  much  deceived,  than  it  is  commonly  thought.  It  feems 
to  me,  that  the  differences  between  them  were  more  apparent 
than  real,  and  that  they  arofe  chiefly  from  different  applicati- 
ons of  the  fame  trinitarian  hypothefis.  On  this  foundation, 
much  of  what  has  paffed  for  atheifm  may  be  explained  eafily 
into  theifm.  I  could  carry  inftances  of  my  charity  a  great  way 
up  on  this  occasion,  to  the  ionic  philofophers,  Anaximenes 
and  Archelaus  for  inftance,  if  not  to  Anaximander:  and  if 
Thales,  the  founder  of  this  fchool,  wants  little,  Anaxagoras, 
the  laft  but  one  of  his  fuccenors,  wants  no  excufe  to  clear  him 
of  atheifm. 


The  hypothefis  of  a  trinity  in  the  godhead  was  brought  from 
Egypt  into  Greece  by  Orpheus,  whoever  he  was,  and  poffibly 
by  others  in  that  remote  antiquity.  It  is  not  unlikely  too, 
that  this  doclxine  being  taught  to  an  half  favage  people,  who 
were  unable  to  diftinguifh  between  gods  in  the  godhead  and 
gods  out  of  it,  if  in  truth  that  diftinclion  was  made  fo  early, 
increafed  and  confirmed  their  poly  theifm.  But  the  true  phi- 
lofophical  age  having  begun  much  later  in  that  country,  when 
the  Greeks,  inftead  of  waiting  for  miffionaries  from  Egypt, 
went  thither  themfelves  in  queft  of  fcience,  this  hypothefis 
could  be  little  known,  and  lefs  employed  before  that  aera; 
whereas  it  was  much  in  ufe  afterwards,  and  we  find  the  traces 
of  it  in  all  that  theiftical  philofophers  taught.     Thefe  traces  are 
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obfcure  and  confufed.  The  do&rine  itfelf  was  fo,  till  Plato 
appeared  like  the  pagan  Athanasius,  defined  the  myftery, 
and  fixed  a  profefiion  of  faith  that  lafted  till  the  chriftian  A- 
thanasius  altered  it.  Thus  we  may  account,  in  part,  for 
the  obfcurity  and  confufion  wherein  we  difcover  the  traces  of 
this  doctrine.  It  was  very  obfcure  and  confufed  in  the  minds 
of  the  philofophers  themfelves.  No  wonder  then  if  the  refe- 
rences to  it,  and  the  opinions  derived  from  it,  are  frill  more  fb 
in  the  writings  of  men  who  have  conveyed  them  down  to  us 
in  fragments,  and  who  underftood  the  doctrine  even  lefs  than 
thefe  philofophers  *.  Tully 

*  We  fhall  have  no  room  to  be  furprized,  that  the  pagan  doctrine  of  a  trinity 
in  the  godhead  was  taught,  and  has  come  down  to  us,  fo  confufedly  ;  if  we  confi- 
der,  how  confufedly  and  how  darkly  the  fathers  of  the  three  firft  centuries  exprefied 
themfelves  on  the  fame  fubject :  tho  the  learned  bifhop  Bull  would  have  made, 
if  he  could,  thefe  primitive  fathers  all  "  ad  unum"  Athanafians,  and  the  doctrine 
of  the  church  to  have  been  exactly  that  of  the  Nicaean  council,  long  before  Atha- 
nasius  was  born,  or  the  council  was  held.  If  this  doctrine  has  come  down  to  us 
with  greater  precifion,  than  that  of  the  heathen  philofophers,  and  in  an  uniformity 
of  terms,  the  reafon  is  obvious.  Antient  theifts  applied  their  unfettled  notions  of 
this  kind  differently,  and  according  to  their  different  fyftems  of  philofophy.  They 
were  under  no  common  controul,  to  enforce  an  uniformity  of  terms  at  leaft : 
whereas  among  Chriftians  there  was  fuch  a  controul,  and  men  were  obliged  to  ufe 
the  fame  forms  of  words,  whatever  their  opinions  were.  Their  leaders  indeed  dif- 
puted  much,  and  each  of  them  formed  a  party  :  but  when  they  met  in  councils, 
they  were  obliged  fometimes  by  art  or  intrigue,  and  fometimes  by  the  determining 
influence  of  imperial  authority  to  unite  in  terms,  and  to  create  an  appearance  of  uni- 
formity. Thus  the  chriftian  doctrine  of  the  trinity  was  fixed.  Different  councils,  it  is 
true,  made  different  decifions,  and  reverend  fathers,  who  had  held  one  opinion  in 
one  council,  changed  it  in  another  ;  there  were  therefore  feveral  orthodoxies  "  pro 
"  tempore,"  if  I  may  fay  fo.  But  that  which  prevailed  laft  has  come  down  to  us : 
and  nothing  has  been  neglected,  not  even  interpolation,  to  make  more  antient  fa- 
thers hold  the  language  of  thofe  who  were  more  modern ;  an  example  of  which  I 
will  quote  from  Erasmus  *.  That  learned,  exact,  and  candid  divine  not  only  ac- 
knowledges in  many  places,  among  a  multitude  of  other  defects,  fuch  as  unfairnefs, 
uncharitablenefs,  and  violence,  the  inaccuracy  of  thefe  fathers  in  their  writings ; 
but  he  complains  likewife  of  the  interpolations  and  alterations,  which  have  been 
made  in  them  for  the  purpofe  I  have  mentioned.  St.  Hilary,  for  inftance,  who 
fpoke  fometimes  of  the  fon  of  God,  as  of  a  God  of  the  fame  kind,  or  of  the  fame 
nature  with  his  father,  which  expreffions  however  do  not  come  up  to  a  complete 

*  Ep.  in  Hilarium. 
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Tully  makes  Velleius   fay,  that  Thales  was   the  firfl 
who  inquired  into  fuch  matters ;  that  he  afferted  water  to  be 

the 


notion  of  confubftantiality,  dared  not  call  the  holy  ghoft  God,  nor  afcribe  adora- 
tion to  him  j  either  becaufe  he  is  not  called  God  exprefsly  in  fcripture,  or  becaufe 
the  faint  thought  it  more  neceffary  to  infift  on  the  godhead  of  the  lbn,  whofe  hu- 
man nature  made  it  more  difficult  to  perfuade  mankind  that  he  was  God ;  or  elfe, 
finally,  becaufe  the  claim  of  the  holy  ghoft  had  not  been  yet  admitted  in  due  form 
by  councils,  who  erected  themfelves,  as  it  were,  into  courts  of  honor  to  fettle 
ranks  and  precedency  in  heaven.  Erasmus  thinks  that  fuch  reafons  as  thefe 
obliged  Hilarius  to  ufe  much  caution  in  his  expreflions,  and  therefore,  fpeaking 
of  the  holy  ghoft,  he  had  contented  himfelfto  fay,  "  promerendus  eft  :"  but  fome 
orthodox  interpolator  added,  "  et  adorandus."  Many  other  inftances  of  corrupt- 
ing the  text  of  this  writer  there  are,  and  thofe  principally  where  fuch  liberties  ought 
to  have  been  taken  the  leaft,  as  in  his  books  "  de  trinitate,"  and  "  de  fynodis  •" 
for  in  them,  fays  Erasmus,  he  treated  very  difficult  and  very  dangerous  points  of 
divinity,  "  periculofae  de  rebus  divinis  difficultates." 

The  fame  artifice  was  employed  fometimes  in  favor  of  opinions  reputed  heterodox,  if 
we  may  believe  Rufinus,  who,  in  defending  Origen  againft  that  bully,  Jerom, 
and  that  ideot,  Epiphanius,  infifts  that  Origen  would  not  have  been  expofed  to 
their  cenfure,  if  his  writings  had  not  been  interpolated.  But  this  artifice,  as  well 
as  others,  had  a  much  greater,  and  an  entire  effect,  when  it  was  employed  on  the 
fide  of  the  orthodox,  that  is,  of  the  majority,  or  of  thofe  who  made  themfelves 
pafs  for  the  majority.  Thus  it  happened,  in  the  cafe  of  the  trinity,  and  in  many 
others,  that  chriftian  doctrines  have  been  handed  down  with  an  appearance  of  uni  • 
formity,  which  pagan  doctrines  could  not  have. 

But  farther,  if  chriftian  doctrines  had  come  down  in  the  writings  of  the  moft 
antient  fathers,   with  ftill  lefs  uniformity  than  they  have,  fuch  modern  fathers  as 
bifhop  Bull,  would  not  have  found  it  hard  to  make  them  appear  entirely  uniform. 
This  he  has  attempted,  in  the  cafe  of  the  trinity,  with  great  applaufe  from  the  eccle- 
fiaftics  of  your  church,  and  from  thole  of  ours.     He  owns,  for  inftance,  that  Ori- 
gen talks  fometimes  too  freely  and  fceptically ;    that  Tertullian  cared  little 
what  he  faid,  provided  he  contradicted  his  adverfary  •,  and  that  two  eggs  are  not 
more  alike,  than  the  expreflions  of  this  father  to  the  whimfies  of  Valentinian. 
He  gives  us  Lactanctius  for  a  rhetor  ignorant  in  theology,  and  St.  Jerom  for  a 
fophift  not  to  be  relied  on  much.     Many  of  their  expreflions  being  gnoftical,  and 
arian,  as  well  as  thofe  of  other  fathers  •,  they  were  not  much  in  his  favor ;  and  yet 
to  fave  them  for  other  purpofes  wherein  their  authority  might  be  neceflary,  he  dil- 
tinguifhes  between  witnefies  of  the  faith,  and  interpreters  of  the  fcriptures.     He  al- 
lows them  to  be  good  witnefies,  and  condemns  them  often  as  bad  interpreters.     He 
makes  this  diftinction  particularly,  when  he  fpeaks  of  a  pafTage  in  Irenaeus,  where 
this  father  cites  a  pafTage  from  the  prophet  Isaiah,  to  prove  the  divinity  of  the  holy 
ghoft.     Bull  thought  Origen  orthodox  in  his  opinion,  tho  not  in  his  expreffiors, 
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the  firft  principle  of  things,  and  God  the  mind  who  framed  them 

all 


concerning  the  trinity.  Few  of  the  fathers,  who  lived  before  the  Nicaean  council* 
were  fo  -,  and  therefore  Bull  fuppofes  them  orthodox  againft  their  expreflions,  ra- 
ther than  proves  them  to  have  been  fo,  by  their  expreflions.  He  does  by  them,, 
what  they  did  by  the  fcriptures,  and  draws  them  to  his  fenfe,  in  what  terms 
foever  they  fignify  their  own.  Cudworth  thinks  thefe  primitive  fathers 
heterodox  in  opinion,  as  well  as  in  exprefiion.  They  mud  needs  have 
been  much  in  the  wrong,  fince  they  agreed  in  afierting  the  fubordination  of 
the  fon  to  the  father.  They  had  taken  this  opinion  of  the  logos  from  the  plato- 
nic  philofophy,  and  their  whole  trinity  was  built  on  the  plan  which  Plato  had 
made  lefs  confufed  than  that  of  other  heathen  trinitarians.  "  Ufque  ad  tres  hypo- 
**  ftafes,  dicit  Platc,  Dei  progredi  eflentiam ;  e't  efle  quidem,  dkit,  Deum  fumme 
"  bonum,  poll  ilium  autem  fecundum  conditorem,  tertium  autem  mundi  animam." 

The  abfurdities  and  prophanations  built  on  fuch  notions  as  theft,  were  innu- 
merable. He  who  endeavours  to  confider  them  with  attention,  will  find  his  head 
turn  in  the  confufion  they  create,  and  no  preciie  difcrimination  of  orthodox  and 
heterodox  poflible  to  be  made  between  them,  either  according  to  reafon,  wherein 
they  have  no  foundation  at  all,  or  to  gofpel  revelation,  wherein  they  have  very  lit- 
tle. They  were  however  propagated  by  pagan  and  chriftian  theology,  till  meta- 
phorical generations  were  thought  to  be  real,  and  till  the  virtues  and  operations 
of  the  one  Supreme  Being,  were  affumed  to  be  diftinct.  hypoftafes  or  fubfiftences 
in  thedivinity  ;  as  the  aeons  of  Valentinian  fignified,  I  prefume,  no  more,  in  the 
allegorical  cant  of  the  firft  chriftian  times,  than  virtues  and  affections  of  the  divini- 
ty, which  were  afterwards  underftood  to  be  real  beings  exifting  out  of  the  firft 
Being. 

These  doctrines  were  encouraged,  perhaps  introduced  by  others,  that  traditional 
theology  among  the  heathens,  and  cabaliftical  literature  among  the  Jews,  had  pre- 
ferved  from  the  moft  antient  ages ;  and  which,  as  wild  as  they  were,  had  wanted 
neither  knaves  nor  fools  to  vouch  for  them.  Thefe  were  fuch  as  fuppofed  frequent 
manifeftations  of  the  Supreme  Being  to  his  creatures.  According  to  thefe,  he  manifeft- 
ed  himfelf  fometimes  under  the  form  of  an  angel  •,  fometimes  a  little,  and  but  a  little 
differently,  under  that  of  a  man  ;  both  of  which  were  called  God  whilft  the  mani- 
leftation  lafted.  That  this  was  fo,  we  may  conclude  from  divers  paffages  of  the  old' 
teftament,  and  from  feveral  Egyptian  traditions.  Thus  it  became  in  time  not  hard, 
to  imagine  a  much  more  noble  manifeftation  of  the  Supreme  Being  himfelf, 
in  the  appearance  of  the  Logos  or  the  Word,  under  an  human  form,  into  which  God 
had  infinuated  himfelf,  and  in  which  he  remained  incarnated.  "  Pater  in  me  ma- 
"  nens  facit  ipfe  opera."'  The  Word,  that  is  the  fupreme  reafon,  was  always  with 
God,  for  God  alone  is  that  fupreme  reafon  :  but  this  reafon  fpoke  to  mankind  under 
the  fenfible  image  of  a  man,  when  that  perfon  appeared  who  was  called  the  fon  of 
God  on  account  of  his  miraculous  birth,  and  moft  important  million.  Such  was. 
the  Word  of  St  John  ;  "  the  vifible  image  of  the  invifible  God-"    To  this  let  us 
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all  out  of  waterf  •  Diogenes  Laertius  fays,  that  Thales  held 
God  to  be  the  oldeft  of  all  the  things  that  exift,  becaufe  un- 
gencrated  or  unproduccd ;  and  the  world  to  be  the  moft  beautiful, 
becaufe  it  was  made  by  God  §.  Thefe  expreflions  might  induce 
one  to  think,  that  Thales  was  not  only  the  oldeft,  but  the 
moft  orthodox,  of  the  Greek  philofophers,  even  more  fo  than 
the  divine  Plato  ;  and  that  his  doctrine  may  ferve  as  an  in- 
ftance  to  confirm  Tertullian's  maxim,  how  precarious  fo- 
ever  it  be,  "  id  verum  quod  primum."  They  might  induce 
one  to  think,  that  Thales  intended  the  Supreme  Being,  whofe 
fole  action  in  the  production  of  things  other  theifts  did  not  ac- 
knowledge ;  tho  they  acknowledged  his  exiftence.  But  theie 
paffages,  compared  with  others,  will  rather  ferve  to  fhew,  in 
how  confufed  a  manner  the  trinitarian  hypothefis  led  thele 
philofophers  to  fpeak  of  God,  and  of  the  firft  efficient  caufe. 
Bayle  thought  the  text  of  Tully  corrupted  in  the  paffage 
concerning  Thales,  becaufe  Velleius  having  faid,  that  this 
philofopher  was  the  firft,  fays  immediately  after,  that  Anaxa- 
goras  ||  was  the  firft,  who  taught  this  doctrine.  There  may 
be  room  for  fuch  a  fufpicion,  and  whatever  interpretation  be 
given  to  the  paflage,  it  will  be  little  agreable  to  the  uiiial 
clearnefs  and  precifion  of  that  great  author. 


add,  for  the  honor  of  humanity,  and  on  the  authority  of  fcripture,  that  angels  fuf- 
fered  themfelves  to  be  adored  by  men  before  this  manifeftation  ;  but  that  they  have 
declined  this  honor  ever  fince  the  fon  of  God  took  upon  him  the  human  nature. 

+  Thales,  qui  primus  de  talibus  rebus  quaefivit,  aquam  dixit  efle  initium  rerum  : 
Deum  autem  earn  mentem,  quae  ex  aqua  cuncta  fingeret.      Cic.  de  Nat.  Deor.  1.  i. 

§  Antiquifiimum  eorum  omnium  quae  funt,  Deus  ;  ingenitus  enim.  Pulcherri- 
mum  mundus ;  a  Deo  enim  fa&us  eft. 

||  Anaxagoras,  qui  accepit  ab  Avaximene  difciplinam,  primus  omniurrr  re- 
rum  deicriptionem  et  niodum  mentis  infinitae  vi  ac  ratione  defignari,  et  confici 
voluit. 


Whe 


IS 
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When  we  confider  that  Thales  had  been  inftru£ted  in  the 
Egyptian  fchools,  and  reflect  on  the  opinion  imputed  to  him 
by  St ob ae us,  that  the  firft  caufe  had  no  action,  we  muft  be 
perfuaded,  that  however  he  fpoke  of  mind,  he  did  not  in- 
tend the  firft  God  in  the  heathen  trinity.  He  feems  rather  to 
have  confounded  Nous  and  Pfyche,  mind  and  foul,  the  fe- 
cond  and  the  third  god.  A  pafTage  in  Diogenes  Laertius 
is  very  favorable  to  this  notion ;  for  in  that  Thales  is  faid  to 
have  held,  that  mind,  and  therefore  the  efficient  caufe  which 
had  made  all  things  out  of  water,  was  the  fwifteft  of  things, 
and  pervaded  rapidly  the  univerfe  *.  None  of  thefe  philofo- 
phers  prefumed  to  employ  the  firft  God,  as  the  immediate 
active  efficient  caufe  of  things.  They  introduced  therefore  in- 
to their  phyfiological  theology  the  fecond  and  the  third  gods 
of  the  zoroaftrian  and  orphic  trinity,  whom  they  fometimes 
feem  to  diftinguifh,  and  whom  they  much  oftener  confound. 

Pythagoras  talked,  it  is  faid,  of  an  immaterial  unity  and  a 
material  duality,  by  which  he  pretended  to  fignify  perhaps  the 
firft  principles  of  all  things,  the  efficient  and  material  caufes : 
and  yet  we  fee  how  his  doctrine  is  reprefented  in  the  firft  book 
of  the  nature  of  the  gods.  He  was  underftood  to  have  taught, 
that  God  is  a  foul  difTufedthro  all  being,  and  from  which  all  hu- 
man fouls  were  taken  f.  This  was  called  "  avulfionem  aethe- 
"  ris  immortalis  et  divini :"  and  Cicero  remarks,  or  makes 
his  interlocutor  remark,  that  Pythagoras  did  not  fee  how  by 
this  avulfion  or  diftraclion  God  himfelf  was  rent  and  torn, 
"  difcerpi  ac  dilacerari  Deum  §." 

*  Velociflimum,  mens ;  nam  per  univerfa  difcurrit. 

j  Pythagoras cenfuit  animum  efle  per  naturam  rerum  omnem  internum  et 

commeantem,  ex  quo  animi  noftri  carperentur,  &c. 
§  Dioc.  Laer. 

This 
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This  pythagorean  god  was  very  like  the  aetherial   god  of 
the  ftoicians,  and  both  of  them  fignified,    if  my  notions  are 
right  on    this  fubject,  which  I  do  not  prefume  to  affirm,  tho 
I  think  them  as  probable  as  any  others,  the  third  divinity  in  the 
godhead,  according  to  the  trinitarian  hypothecs,  which  was 
certainly  known  to  the  Samian,  and  could  not  be  unknown  to 
the  mafter  of  the  portic.     Thefe  theiftical  naturalifts  imagined 
a  fort  of  plaftic  nature,  as  well  as  the  atheiftical   naturalifts ; 
but  inftead  of  fuch  a  one  as  adted  blindly  and  neceflarily,  they 
aflumed  one  that   a<5ted  by  defign  and  choice,  that   is  with 
intelligence.     This  mind  or  intelligent  fpirit,    for   they  were 
often  undiftinguifhed,  being  infufed,  as  it  were,  into  all  the 
parts   of  the  material  world,    and  moving  and  directing  the 
whole  as  the  human  mind  or  foul  moves  and  diredts  the  human 
body,  they  conceived,   the  ftoics   at  leaft  conceived,  the  ma- 
terial world  like  a  great  animal  endued  with  life,  fenfe,  and 
intellect,  according  to  the  curious  logic  of  Zeno,  who  ad- 
vanced this  paradox  on  the  ftrength  of  logic  for  want  of  any 
better  foundation,  and  juft  as  he  advanced  many,  and  might 
have  advanced  ten  thoufand  more.     But  ftill  we  muft  not  ima- 
gine, that  air  or  water,   or  aether  or  fire,  or  the  world  itfelf 
was  God  in  the  opinion  of  thefe  philofophers.     No,  they  were 
theifts,    and  their  god  was  the  divine  fpirit  that  exerted  the 
power  and  energy  of  the  father  of  fpirits ;  their  god  was  the 
mind  or  foul  of  their  trinity,  or  both  together.    They  who  look- 
ed up  to  the  "  fublime  candens"  of  Ennius  invoked  Jupiter, 
according  to  this  poet,  and  who  was  Jupiter  ?  not  the  aether, 
the  "  fublime  candens,"  but  a  being  everywhere  prefent  and 
almighty,  the  father  of  gods  and  men,  the  lord  of  all  things, 
and  who  governs  them  with  his  nod  \ 

As 

*  Afpicc  hoc  fublime  candens,  quern  invocant  omnes  jovera — pattern  divum- 

que 
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As   extravagant  as  thefe  doctrines  may  appear,   you  mufl 
not  condemn  them  too  rafhly.      If  Zen o  lived  in  thefe  days, 
he  might  juftify  what  he  taught  about  aether,  and  a  divine 
fpirit  that  acts  in  it  and  by  it,  by  greater  authorities  than  you 
apprehend  perhaps.     He  might  foon  reconcile  his  opinions  to 
thofe  of  fome  chriftian  philofophers,  and  fhelter  himfelf  be- 
hind their  orthodoxy.     There  are  thofe  who  afcribe  as  much 
to  this  active,  luminous,  fiery  aether  as  Zeno  did :    and  fince 
he  thought  it,  or  rather  called  it,   God,  becaufe  of  the  divine 
fpirit  whofe  vehicle  it  was,  they  would  foon  perfuade  him  to 
admit  that   this  divine  is  an  incorporeal  fpirit,  without  whofe 
immediate  action  upon  aether,  even  aether  itfelf  would  be  in- 
capable of  producing  any  one  of  the  phaenomena,  and  not  the 
leaft  operation  could  be  performed  in  the  whole  extent  of  phy- 
fical  nature.     They  would  perfuade  him  to  it  the  fooner,   be- 
caufe by  rejecting  all  exiftence,  befides    fpirit  and  idea,    and 
by  making  his  doctrines  coincide  with  theirs  in  the  whole,  he 
would  deliver  himfelf  from  a  moft  abfurd  inconfiftency,  or 
from  the  trouble  of  defending  it.     I  find,  in  one  of  the  fineft 
letters  of  Seneca  *,  whofe  authority  concerning  the  tenets  of 
Zeno,  the  founder  of  the  feet  he  had  embraced,  is  decifive, 
that  this  philofopher  denied  the  exiftence  of  a  material  world, 
and  by  confequence,   one  would  think,  of  his  favorite  aether. 
Parmenides  afierted  one  fole  fubftance,   like  Spinoza.     Zeno 
denied   even  this,    lays  Seneca  -f-.     He  could  not  believe  his 
God,  therefore,  to  be  fo  much  as  cloathed  with  aether,  unlefs  he 
contradicted  himfelf:   but  by  taking  refuge  among  thefe  philo- 
fophers, he  might  talk  as  if  he  did ;  he  might  maintain  that 

que  hominumque — dominatorem  rerum,  omnia  nutu  regentem— praefentem  ac  prae- 
potentem  Deum.     Cic.  de  Nat.  Deor.  1.  2. 

*  Ep.  88. 

•f Parmenjdi,  nihil  eft  praeter  unum — Zenoni  ne  unum  quidem, 

he 
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he  was  fb  cloathed,  and  might  aftume  the  right  they  aflumc* 
to  talk  moft  learnedly  oi  all  the  corporeal  phacnomena  without 
believing  that  they  exift ;  in  fhort,  he  might  reduce  inconfiftency 
itfelf  into  fyftim.  Seneca,  and  the  whole  portic,  might  cry 
out  that  too  much  fubtilty  does  great  hurt,  and  is  injurious  to 
truth  *.     They  would  cry  out  in  vain. 

Having  obfervedhowTHALEs, Pythagoras,  andZENo,  the 
founders  of  three  famous  feels,  reafoned  about  the  firft  principles 
of  things,  I  come  to  fpeak  of  Anaxagoras.  Now  this  philo- 
fopher,  like  the  reft,  held  matter  to  be  eternal.  But  he  dif- 
fered from  them  in  his  notions  concerning  the  efficient  caufe. 
He  did  not  make  a  plaftic  intelligent  nature  of  mind  and  (pint, 
confounded  into  one.  He  did  not  make  the  fame  of  fpirit  alone, 
as  he  might  have  done,  fince  this  fpirit  being  divine  and  even 
a  third  God,  according  to  antient  traditions,  could  want  no 
intelligence.  He  did  not  mingle  up  both  or  either  of  thefe 
with  matter,  to  conftitute  a  foul  of  the  world.  He  advanced  a 
much  more  rational  hypotheiis  than  any  of  thofe  who  went  be- 
fore, or  who  came  after  him.  Diogenes  Laertius  has  pre- 
ferved  the  fummary  of  it  in  his  own  words.  He  was  the  firft, 
fays  this  biographer,  who  added  mind  to  matter,  that  is,  he 
added  it  in  a  manner  that  neither  Thales  nor  any  of  the  Greek 
philofophers  had  imagined  before  him ;  for  he  writes  thus  in 
the  beginning  of  his  work,  all  things  were  blended  together, 
when  mind  came  and  put  them  into  order  -f.  "  Acceilit 
"  mens."  Mind  then  was  no  part  of  them,  no  plaftic  nature 
working  in  them.  Mind,  the  firft  efficient  caufe,  was  diftinct 
from  them,  and  extrinfecal  to  them.  I  determine  not,  whether 
Anaxagoras  meaned  by  mind  the  Supreme  Being  in  his  unity, 

*  Quantum  mali  faciat  nimia  fubtilitas,  et  quam  infefta  veritati  fit.     ib. 

-f-  Primus  hie  materiae  mentem  adjecit,  in  principio  operis fie  feribens,  omnia 

fimul  erant,  deinde  acceffit  mens  eaque  compofuit. 

Vol.  IV.  P  with- 
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without  any  regard  to  the  hypothecs  of  a  trinity,  or  whether 
he  afTumed  diftinctJy  the  fecond  God  of  this  trinity,  whilft  others 
aflumed  the  third  only,  or  confounded  the  fecond  with  the 
third  in  their  notions  of  a  firft  efficient  caufe.  In  all  cafes  he 
was  a  more  reafonable  theift,  and  efpecially  if  he  afcribed  the 
production,  order,  and  government  of  the  univerfe  to  the  one, 
whom  others  confidered  only  as  the  firft  God  ;  which  I  incline 
to  think  was  his  meaning. 

But  to  what  purpofe  do  I  comment  on  this  paflage,  when 
the  doctrine  of  Anaxagoras  concerning  a  firft  efficient  caufe 
is  fo  fully  mentioned  by  Aristotle  and  Plutarch  ?  The  for- 
mer of  thefe  was  much  more  inclined  to  cenfure,  than  to  ap- 
prove the  opinions  of  other  philofophers  :  and  yet  Anaxago- 
ras extorted  his  approbation,  on  this  occafion  at  leaft,  how 
much  foever  their  opinions  might  differ  on  others.  He  who 
taught  that  mind  or  intellect:  was  the  efficient  caufe  of  the  world, 
and  of  all  order  in  it,  appeared  like  a  man  of  good  fenfe, 
"  quafi  fobrius,"  in  cbmparifon  with  the  former  naturalifts, 
who  were  a  fet  of  vain  bablers,  "  vana  dicentes,"  fay  Aris- 
totle * :  and  he  adds,  we  know  that  this  man  was  Anaxa- 
goras. The  fame  philofopher,  in  another  place -f,  lets  us 
farther  into  this  doctrine  ;  for  he  fays  there,  that  according  to 
it  this  mind,  the  firft  principle  or  efficient  caufe,  was  fimple 
and  unmixed,  and  that  Anaxagoras  afcribed  to  it  both  know- 
ledge and  the  beginning  of  motion  §.  Plutarch  goes  far- 
ther ||,  for  he  contrails  the  doctrine  of  Anaxagoras,  who  held 
that  matter  was  motionlefs  till  God  gave  it  motion  as  well  as 
order,  with  that  of  Plato,  who  held  that  matter  was  in  a  dis- 
orderly motion,  and  that  God  did  nothing  more  than  direct 

*  Arist.  metaph.  1.  i.  f  Arist.  de  anima  1.  i. 

§ Simplicem,  et  non  miftam,  et  puram  efie,  finceramque    dixit.     Atqua 

eidem  principio  haec  utraque  tribuit,  cognitionem et  motum,  dicens,  univerfum 

mentem  movifie. 

U  Plut.  de  placit.  phil.  1.  i.e.  7.  this 
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this  motion  fo  as  to  bring  order  out  of  confufion.  This  is 
the  fubftance  of  the  paflage  :  and  furely  the  Ionic  philofopher 
came  nearer  to  orthodoxy  in  this  cafe  than  the  divine  Plato, 
tho  fuch  a  platonic  madman  as  poor  Dacier  may  not  fcruple 
to  aflert,  and  to  believe  pioufly,  that,  according  to  Plato,  mo- 
tion was  imprinted  on  matter  by  the  fame  fpirit  who  created 
matter  *. 

It  was  objected  to  Anaxagoras,  by  Aristotle  and  by  fe- 
veral  chriftian  writers,  that  altho  he  acknowledged  a  fupreme 
mind  to  be  the  efficient  caufe  of  all  things,  yet  he  had  never 
recourfe  to  it  when  he  could  account  for  the  phaenomena 
without  it.  That  he  ufed  the  divine  intellect  as  a  machine,  to 
remove  difficulties,  otherwise  infuperable,  out  of  the  way  f  ; 
but  in  every  other  cafe,  he  chofe  rather  to  infift  on  natural 
caufes  §,  than  to  argue  from  the  principles  of  ||  mind  and  rea- 
fon.  All  this  now  means  no  more,  than  that  he  neither  mingled 
logic,  like  Aristotle,  nor  theology,  like  Plato,  with  his 
phyfics :  and  the  objection  is  not  only  abfurd  in  itfelf,  but  fo 
much  the  more  fo,  becaufe  the  methods  of  inquiring  into 
nature,  implied  in  it  and  oppofed  to  that  of  Anaxagoras,  are 

"  infinitely  abfurd.  I  acknowledge,  might  Anaxagoras  fay,  a 
fupreme  mind  that  difpofed  and  ordered  the  whole  frame  of 
the  univerfe,  that  gave  it  motion  and  fet  the  great  machine 
a  going  under  the  influence  and  direction  of  fecond  caufes, 
which  proceed  and  work  effects  according  to  the  original  impref- 
fions  that  divine  wifdom  and  power  made  uniformly  on  all  matter, 

or  differently  on  the  different  elements  of  it.     Thefe  original 

*  II  a  etc  imprime  a  la  matiere  par  le  meme  efprit  qui  l'a  cree.  La  doctrine  de 
Platon. 

T  ■■    ■    Tanquam  machina  utitur  intellectu,  &c.     Arist. 

§ Magis  caecera  omnia,  quam  intelledum,  caufam  eorum  quae  fiunt  ponic. 

Arist. 

J, Ex  mentis  rationifquc  regula Euseb. 

P  2  impreffionsj 
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impreflions,  which  proceed  from  the  inconceivable  energy  of 
the  firft  efficient  caufe,  and  this  order  of  fecond  caufes  which 
proceeds  from  them,  I  call  laws  of  nature.  Knowledge  of  the 
firft  is  wholly  unattainable.  I  prefume  therefore  to  fpeak  fel- 
dom  of  it,  and  always  hypothetically.  Knowledge  of  the  fe- 
cond may  be  attained  in  fome  degree  by  obfervation  and  expe- 
riment, and  by  no  other  means.  By  thefe  we  may  rife  a  little 
way  from  particular  to  general  and  more  general  caufes,  and 
within  thefe  bounds  I  confine  my  phyfical  refearches. 

If  Anaxagoras  held  this  difcourfe,  whatever  cavils  might 
be  made  by  atomic  or  other  philofophers  to  fome  of  the  terms 
he  employed,  we  mould  be  obliged  to  confefs  that  he  talked 
very  rationally.  Logic  came  into  mode  after  his  time.  But 
logic,  to  fpeak  like  my  lord  Bacon,  cannot  reach  the  fub- 
tilty  of  nature,  and  by  catching  at  what  it  cannot  hold, 
ferves  rather  to  eftablifh  and  fix  error,  than  to  open  the 
way  to  truth.  I  may  fay  too,  after  men  of  the  greateft  name 
in  philofophy,  what  it  would  become  me  ill  fo  pronounce  on 
my  own  authority,  that  Aristotle  rendered  himfelf  as  ridi- 
culous by  applying  logic  to  natural  philofophy,  as  Des  Cartes 
rendered  himfelf  eftimable  by  the  application  of  geometry  to  it. 
As  to  theology,  they  who  abufe  it  by  mixing  it  with  phyiics, 
any  farther  than  Aanaxgoras  did,  degrade  the  Supreme  Being 
in  their  ideas,  and  lead  men  back  towards  polytheifm,  or  to. 
fomething  very  like  it  at  leaft.  Which  is  the  lefs  pardonable,, 
becaufe  it  is  done  wantonly,  as  it  were,  and  without  any  apparent 
motive  but  impertinent  curiofity,  or  as  impertinent  vanity. 
They  are  unable  to  conceive  how  body  can  act  at  all,  and 
therefore  they  fuppofe  the  immediate  prefence  and  action  of 
an  incorporeal  agent  in  every  operation  of  corporeal  nature.. 
But  to  what  purpofe  ?  aether,  it  is  faid,  that  pure  invifible 
active  fire,  permeates  the  hardeft  bodies,  or  gravitation  or  at- 
traction ' 
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traction  intercedes  all   body,    even   the  "  minima  naturae." 
Is  not  this  now  to  afcend  high  enough  in  the  feries  of  fccond 
caufes  ?  Or  if  we  cannot  conceive  how  aether  performs  of  it- 
felf,    and  without  any  concurrent   caufe,  the  operations,  and 
produces  the  effects  which  chemifts  afcribe  to  it,  do  we  hope 
to  difcover  how  mind  adts  on  aether,  or  concurrently  with  it  ? 
Will  any  man,  who  is  in  his  fenfes,  expect  to  difcover  what 
thofe  original  impreflions  are,  or  how  they  were  given  by  the 
fupreme  mind,  which  determine  aether  in  this  manner,  and 
make  it  the  fenfiblc  caufe  of  thefe  effects  ?  I  think  not.      They 
who  believe  that  the  newtonian  attraction  is  no  original  nor 
univerfal  property  of  matter,  will  do  extremely  well  to  attempt 
the  improvement  of  this  fyftem,  by  difcovering  the  phyfical  or 
metaphyiical  caufe  of  it.      They  who  believe  it  fuch  a  property 
will  inquire  no  farther,  nor  agitate  their  minds,  nor  beat  their 
brains,  to  difcover  the  caufe,  and  in  hope  to  determine  how 
this  property  was  impreffed  originally  on  matter.     A  leibnit- 
zian  who  does  not  believe  any  fuch  original  univerfal  proper- 
ty,   nor  any  thing  more  than  a  new  phaenomenon  to  have 
been  difcovered,  mould  confequentially  attempt  the  improve- 
ment I  have  juft  mentioned.     But  I  think  he  would  rather  at- 
tempt to  demolifh  by  logic,  what  has  been  erected  on  experi- 
ment,   and  geometry,    without  being   able  to  fubftitute  any 
thing  fo  good  in  the  room  of  it.     He  would  require  of  the 
newtonian,  to  give  him  the  fufficient  reafon  of  fuch  a  property 
in  matter.     He  would  retire  from  the  vifible  corporeal  world 
to  the  intellectual  world  of  ideas,  and  endeavour  to  make  the 
inquiry,  that  he  could  carry  on  no  farther  in  phylics,  end  in 
metaphysics.     The  newtonian,    if  he  was  wife,  would  refufe 
to  follow  him,  left   the   inquiry  mould  end  after  much  labor 
of  abftract  meditation  as  oddly  as  that  of  Leibnitz  did,  when 
he  could  find  the  fufficient  reafon  of  extenfion  in  nothing  bet- 
ter than  non-extended  mbftances,  in  thole  fimple  beings  his 
monades-  As 
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As  it  is  unreasonable  to  indulge  the  foolifh  defire  of  know- 
ing, or  the  impertinent  defire  of  appearing  to  know,  beyond 
the  reach  and  comprehenfion  of  our  very  limited  faculties  in 
all  cafes,  fo  it  is  particularly  both  prophane  and  injurious  to 
true  theifm  to  afuirne  the  immediate  prefence  and  action  of 
the  Supreme  Being  in  all  the  operations  of  corporeal  nature ; 
however  the  aflumption  may  be  palliated  by  metaphyfical  dis- 
tinctions, and  how  innocent  foever  the  intentions  of  thofe 
who  make  it  may  be.  They  who  do  this,  do  in  effect  reduce 
God  in  their  ideas,  notwithstanding  all  the  magnificent  ex- 
prefiions  which  they  employ,  to  be  a  fort  of  plaftic  intelligent 
nature,  working  constantly  on  matter,  if  not  in  it.  The  notion 
is  much  the  fame  with  that  which  the  pagans  entertained. 
It  is  only  lefs  reverential  to  the  Supreme  Being  than  theirs 
was.  They  gave  this  employment  to  a  third  God,  who  was 
in  that  hypothefis  the  fecond  link  in  that  chain  of  being  that 
reached  down  from  God  to  man.  Thefe  chriftian  philofo- 
phers  and  divines  give  it  to  the  Supreme  Being  himfelf ;  for 
they  profefs  that  they  adore  this  Being  in  his  unity,  and  have 
no  other  God  but  him.  We  are  forced  to  help  our  concep- 
tions of  the  divine  nature  by  images  taken  from  human  nature, 
and  the  imperfections  of  this  nature  are  our  excufe.  But  then 
we  muft  take  care  not  to  make  humanity  the  meafure  of  divini- 
ty, and  much  more  not  to  make  the  laft  the  leaft  of  the  two. 
When  we  have  raifed  our  idea  of  any  human  excellency  as  high 
as  we  are  able,  it  remains  a  very  limited  idea.  When  we  ap- 
ply it  to  God,  we  muft  add  to  it  therefore  our  negative  idea, 
or  our  notion  of  infinity ;  that  is,  we  muft  not  confine  it  by 
the  fame*  nor  fuppofe  it  confined  by  any  limitations  whatever. 
Thus  when  we  fpeak  of  the  world  the  work  of  God,  we  muft 
not  conceive  it  to  have  been  made  by  a  laborious  progreflion, 
and  to  have  remained  at  laft  imperfect  like  the  works  of  men. 

We 
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We  muft  conceive  on  the  contrary,  as  well  as  we  can,  that 
God  willed  it  to  exift,  and  it  exifted  j  that  he  wills  it  to  con- 
tinue, and  it  continues  diftindl  from  the  workman,  like  any 
human  work,  and  infinitely  better  fitted  by  the  contrivance 
and  difpofition  of  it  to  anfwer  all  the  purpofes  of  the  divine 
architect,  without  his  immediate  and  continual  interpofition. 
To  think  otherwife  is  to  meafure  divinity  by  a  more  fcanty  meafure 
than  humanity,  and,  becaufe  we  cannot  conceive  how  the  ope- 
rations of  this  vaft  machine  are  performed,  to  account  for  them 
by  fuppofing  it,  in  this  inftance,  lefs  perfect  than  a  machine  of 
human  execution.  Carry  a  clock  to  the  wild  inhabitants  of 
the  cape  of  Good  Hope.  They  will  foon  be  convinced  that  in- 
telligence made  it,  and  none  but  the  moft  ftupid  will  imagine 
that  this  intelligence  is  in  the  hand  that  they  fee  move,  and  in 
the  wheels  that  they  fee  turn.  Thofe  among  them,  who  pre- 
tend to  greater  fagacity  than  the  reft,  may  perhaps  fufpect  that 
the  workman  is  concealed  in  the  clock,  and  there  conduces  in- 
vifibly  all  the  motions  of  it.  The  firft  of  thefe  hottentot  phi- 
lofbphers  are,  you  fee,  more  rational  than  atheifts  ;  the  fecond 
are  more  fo  than  the  heathen  naturalifts,  and  the  third  are  juft 
at  a  pitch  with  fome  modern  metaphyficians. 

The  fame  objection  was  pufhed  by  Plato  againftANAXAGORAs 
on  this  farther  confideration,  that,  by  infilling  on  fecond  caufes 
alone,  he  neglected  the  contemplation  of  final  caufes  and  to 
penetrate  the  defigns  of  that  Supreme  Spirit  who  governs  the 
world  ;  whilft  Socrates  undertook  to  explain  all  nature  by 
the  fitnefies  and  unfitnefles  of  things,  and  rather  to  give  men 
great  views,  and  to  elevate  their  minds,  than  to  inftrud: 
them  in  natural  philofophy  *."  I  have  touched  this  fubject, 
I  believe,  already  in  part,  and  enough  to  (hew,  after  my  lord 
Bacon,  that  the  method  Anaxagoras  took,  and  our  modern 

*  Dacier  on  the  doctrine  of  Plato. 
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philofophers  have  purfued  with  fo  much  honor  to  themfelves, 
and  fo  much  benefit  to  mankind,  tended  to  the  advancement 
of  real  knowledge ;  whereas  the  contrary  method  tended  to 
obftrucl:,  and  did  really  obftrudt  it.  But  in  this  place,  and 
without  repeating  what  has  been  faid  before,  I  muft  examine 
the  objection  in  another  view,  and  fhew  by  a  comparifon  of 
the  two  methods,  that  Socrates  and  Plato,  who  were  in  all 
things  the  fame,  as  Plutarch  fays  *,  fubftituted  fantaftic  in 
lieu  of  real  knowledge,  and  corrupted  fcience  to  the  very 
fource ;  that  of  the  firft  philofophy  in  a  particular  manner, 
and  by  fuch  afTiimptions,  and  fuch  a  method  of  reafoning  as 
continue  the  taint  to  this  day. 

They  difcovered  a  firft  intelligent  caufe,  as  Anaxagoras 
had  done,  "  a  pofteriori,"  that  is,  by  the  only  true  way  by 
which  we  are  able  to  make  this  difcovery.  The  reflections 
which  Socrates  made  on  the  creatures,  as  we  learn  from  Xe- 
nophon  f,  demonftrated  to  him  that  the  Creator  of  the  world 
was  not  chance.  It  might  have  been  expected  from  the  cha- 
racter of  Socrates,  that  he  would  have  confined  his  {pecula- 
tions to  the  fame  principle  of  reafoning,  or  have  controuled 
them  by  it.  But  he  did  the  contrary.  Xenophon,  who 
took  minutes  of  his  difcourfes,  accufed  Plato  of  corrupting 
the  do&rine  of  their  common  mafter,  and  Diogenes  Laertius 
fays,  that  Plato  afcribed  to  him  many  things  which  he  never 
taught.  This  writer  quotes  for  it  even  the  authority  of  So- 
crates himfelf;  for  he  relates,  that  when  this  philofopher  heard 
the  lyfis  read,  he  cried  out  "  oh  Hercules!  how  many 
"  things  does  this  young  man  feign  of  me  ?"  But  notwithftand- 
ing  thefe  teftimonies,  and  without  entering  into  the  quarrel  be- 
tween Xenophon  and  Plato,  like  Gellius,  Athenaeus,  and 
others,  it  would  be  eafy  to  prove  by  feveral  authorities,  and  even  by 
*  De  placit.  phil.  f  De  memorab. 
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that  of  Xenophon,  that  if  Socrates  did  not  fay  all  that  Pla- 
to made  him  fay,  yet  he  advanced  many  points  of  doctrine 
much  more  improper  to  be  fubjects  of  inquiry,  than 
many  which  he  forbid  to  be  made  fuch.  In  fhort,  tho  he  is 
faid  to  have  drawn  philofophy  from  the  clouds,  and  tho  he- 
did  in  fact  prefer  the  ftudy  of  morality  to  that  of  phyfics,  yet 
he  mounted  to  the  clouds  himfelf,  and  loft  himfelf  in  them. 
How  could  he  do  otherwife  ?  when  he  declared  that  the  two 
offices  of  philofophy  are  the  contemplation  of  God,  and  the 
abftraction  of  the  foul  from  corporeal  fenfe  *.  Men,  who  are 
prefumptuous  and  mad  enough  to  think  themfelves  capable  of 
fuch  contemplation  and  fuch  abftraction,  may  well  begin  their 
inquiries  out  of  the  bounds  of  human  knowledge :  and  they 
who  do  fo,  run  a  great  rifque  of  getting  never  into  them.  Such 
were  thefe  famous  philofophers :  and  that  you  may  the  better 
comprehend  their  method,  I  choofe  to  fet  it  before  you  in  the 
light  in  which  it  ftands  in  the  Phaedo.  You  will  fee  it  there,  and 
perhaps  it  is  the  only  thing  worth  obferving  in  the  whole  dialogue, 
with  this  advantage,  that  the  method  of  reafoning  "  a  priori" 
is  contrafted  with  that  of  reafoning  "  a  pofteriori." 

In  the  account  which  Phaedo  gives  of  the  difcourfe  Socrates 
held  immediately  before  his  death,  concerning  the  immortality 
of  the  foul,  two  objections  that  were  made  to  him  are  mention- 
ed. It  was  objected  that  the  foul,  being  nothing  more  than  a 
kind  of  harmony  refulting  from  the  compofition  of  the  body, 
inftead  of  lafting  longer  than  the  body,  muft  decay  with  it, 
and  even  perifh  before  it.  In  the  next  place,  the  foul  having 
been  compared  to  a  taylor,  who  makes  himfelf  feveral  fuits  of 
cloaths,  and  wears  them  out  one  after  another,  the  objector 
urges,  that  me  may  wear- out  herfelf  at  laft  by  the  fatigue  of 
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going  thro  fo  many  generations,and  perim  with  one  body,  tho  lrie 
has  out  lived  many.    Such  weighty  objections  threw  the  auditors, 
who  had  been  convinced  before  by  the  no  lefs  weighty  arguments 
of  Socrates,  into  doubt  and  perplexity.     Socrates  felt  none, 
as  you  will  believe  of  courfe:   and    Phaedo  proceeds  to  relate 
how  he  continued  the  difputation,  how  he  convinced  Cebes  one 
of  the  objectors,  and  how  he  left  Simonias  the  other  without 
a  reply.     In  order  to  do  this  the  more  effectually,    he  thinks  it 
neceflary  to  consider  the  caufes  of  generation  and  corruption : 
and  he  fays  on  that  occafion,  that  he  had  been  deiirous  in  his 
youth  to  ftudy  phyfics,  or  the  hiftory  of  nature,  as  he  calls  this, 
fcience.     Now  the  more  he  ftudied  nature,  that  he  might  dif- 
cover  the  caufe  of  generation  and  corruption,    and  the  confti- 
tution  of  human   bodies,    the  more  blind  and  the  more  igno- 
rant, it  feems,  he  grew:    and  this  we  mail  believe  the  more 
ealily  Hill,  if  we  confider  how  fuperficially   his  fcholar  talks, 
and  how  grofsly  he  blunders  too,    whenever  he  touches  thefe 
fubjeCts,  which  he  affeCts  to  treat  as  matters  of  amufement  ra- 
ther than  of  ferious  application.     Socrates  became  acquainted 
with  fecond  caufes  and  effects  in  the  courfe  of  this  ftudy ;   but 
he  could  go  no  higher,  and  he  remained  much  diflatisfled  with 
fuch  imperfect  knowledge.    He  was  therefore  extremely  rejoic- 
ed when  he  fell  by  accident  on  the  works  of  Anaxagoras;   for 
that  philofopher  teaching  that  mind  or  intelligence  had  difpof- 
ed  and  ordered  and  was  the  caufe  of  all  things,  he  expected  to 
find  in  thole  writings  the  fuffkient  reafon  of  Leibnitz,  not  on- 
ly how  but  why  this  mind  or  intelligence  had  difpofed  and  or- 
dered every  thing,  why  every  thing  is  as  it  is  thro  the  whole 
extent  of  nature.     But  he  was  again  wonderfully  difappointed. 
Anaxagoras  proceeded  on  obfervation  and  experiment,  fuch 
as  he  was  able  to  make,  to  confider  how. fecond   caufes  work 
in  the  corporeal  fyftem,  and  the  production  of  the  phaenome- 
na,  under  the  direction,    and  by  the  energy  of  the  firft.     But 
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he  prefumcd  not  to  go  up  to  the  firft,  to  difcover  how  this  direc- 
tion was  given,  how  this  energy  was  communicated,  nor,  in  a 
word,  what  the  defigns,  the  reafbns,  and  the  ends  of  the  di- 
vine architecl:  were.  Socrates  therefore,  who  aimed  at  no- 
thing lefs  than  knowledge  of  this  kind,  defpifed  Anaxagoras, 
and  confidering  what  he  had  a  mind  to  know,  without  any 
regard  to  the  means  he  had  of  knowing,  he  defpifed  phyfics 
and  rcforted  to  metaphyfics.  There  he  and  his  fcholar  found 
the  immaterial  forms  of  things,  eternal  ideas  and  incorporeal 
fubftances  ;  by  which  if  you  mould  afk  me  what  I  underftand 
him  to  have  meant,  I  mould  be  obliged  in  confcience  to  anfwer 
you  as  honeft  Cebes  anfwered  Socrates,  "  per  Jovem  haud 
"  multum."  Whatever  they  are,  they  exift  in  the  divine  in- 
tellect. There  we  may,  and  there  we  ought  to  contemplate 
them ;  for  the  Logos  or  fecond  God  in  the  platonic  trinity  was 
an  aflbmblage,  a  congeries,  as  Cud  worth  calls  him,  of  beings 
crowded  into  one,  the  place  of  ideas  in  the  platonifin  of  Mal- 
branche,  and  the  fame  thing  to  the  foul,  as  the  foul  is  to 
the  body ;  for  fo  we  muft  underftand  an  expofitor  and  transla- 
tor of  Plato,  or  deny  him  any  meaning  at  all 


* 


If  you  would  know  how  Socrates  purfues  his  fublime  me- 
taphyseal method  of  investigating  nature,   you  may  pleafe  to 
imagine  Anaxagoras  and  him  in  your  garden,    and  yourfelf 
fauntering  between  them.  You  admire  the  beauty  and  fmell  of 
one  of  your  flowers,  and  you  afk  the  philofophers  what  makes 
it  fo  fine  and  fo  fweet  ?  The  firfl  talks  to  you  of  the  figure  of 
the  flower,  of  the  variety  of  colours  which  fet  off  one  another, 
and  the  feveral  tints  which  run  into  one  another  and  beget  a 
pleafing  qonfufion.     He  talks  to  you  of  the  different  ftrainers 
thro  which  the  fap  is  filtered,  and  of  the  great  alterations  that 
he  has  obferved   to  be  wrought   to  the  tafte  as  well  as  to  the 
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fight  and  fmell  in  fruits  as  well  as  flowers  by  this  operation  of 
nature.  But  he  owns  very  frankly,  that  his  knowledge  ex- 
tends no  further,  and  that  he  cannot  fo  much  as  guefs  at  the 
inward  constitutions,  and  the  real  efiences  of  fubftances.  So- 
crates afks  Anaxagoras  whether  his  fenfes  do  not  deceive 
him,  when  they  give  him  ideas  that  are  not  full  nor  true  re- 
prefentations  of  the  outward  objects  ?  Whether  he  does  not  per- 
ceive, that  fenfible  objects  are  always  in  a  flux,  and  never  ex- 
ift ;  whereas  intellectual  objects  are  permanent,  •  and  exift  al- 
ways? Whether  he  can  pretend  therefore  to  have  any  thing 
more  than  opinion  about  the  former,  and  whether  the  latter 
alone  are  not  objects  of  knowledge  ?  Whether  the  intellectual 
contemplation  of  thefe  is  not  disturbed  by  the  impreflions  of  the 
other,  and  whether  we  are  not  kept  from  knowledge  by  tak- 
ing opinion  for  it  ?  Such  questions  as  thefe,  and  many  more, 
we  may  fuppofe,  that  Socrates  would  afk  according  to  his 
ufual  ftyle,  in  reply  to  the  Ionic  philofopher;  after  which  he 
would  bid  you  fnut  your  eyes  and  flop  your  nofe,  if  you  are 
curious  to  know  why  the  flower  is  fine  and  fweet.  He  would 
bid  you  raife  your  thoughts  by  intenfe  meditation,  and  an  ab- 
straction from  all  particulars,  up  to  the  immaterial  forms,  the 
firft  fine  and  the  firft  fweet.  It  is  by  them,  he  would  fay, 
that  this  flower  becomes  fine  and  fweet,  juft  as  a  thing  is  big 
by  bignefs,  or  little  by  littlenefs,  juft  as  one  is  one  by  the  par- 
ticipation of  unity,  and  two  are  two  by  the  participation  of 
duality. 

If,  in  the  courfe  of  your  conversion,  it  mould  turn  on 
moral  subjects,  the  fame  method  of  reafoning  would  be  applied 
even  to  them.  Should  you  afk  Anaxagoras  what  goodnefs  is,  or 
justice  ?  He  might  bid  you  perhaps  turn  your  eyes  inward  firft, 
then  fur  vey  mankind,  obferve  the  wants  of  individuals,  the  bene- 
fits of  fociety,  and  from  thefe  particulars  frame  the  general  noti- 
ons 
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ons  of  goodnefsand  juftice.  He  might  go  a  ftep  further,  and  add, 
this  is  human  goodnefs  and  human  juftice,  fuch  as  we  can  com- 
prehend, fuch  as  we  can  exercife,  and  fuch  as  the  fupreme  mind 
has  made  it  both  our  duty  and  our  intereft  to  exercife,  by  the  con- 
futation of  the  human  fyftem,  and  by  the  relations  which  arifc 
in  it ;  from  all  which  our  notions  of  goodnefs  and  juftice  refult, 
and  are  compounded.  Of  divine  goodnefs  and  divine  juftice, 
might  this  philofopher  conclude,  I  am  unable  to  frame  any 
adequate  notions,  and  inftead  of  conceiving  fuch  diftin£t  moral 
attributes  in  the  Supreme  Being,  we  ought  perhaps  to  conceive 
nothing  more  than  this,  that  there  are  various  applications  of 
one  eternal  reafon,  which  it  becomes  us  little  to  annalyfe  into 
attributes. 

The  language  of  Socrates  would  be  very  oppofite  to  this. 
He  would  bid  you  turn  your  eyes  from  the  moral,  as  well  as  the 
physical  world  to  the  intellectual,  nor  aim  at  knowledge  where 
it  is  not  to  be  had,  but  feek  it  where  it  is  alone  to  be  had.  He 
would  bid  you  difengage  your  foul  from  the  incumberment  of 
your  body  by  purification  and  intenfe  meditation,  rife  from 
fenfe  to  pure  intellect,  and,  defpifing  the  low  drudgery  that 
the  acquisition  of  particular  opinions  requires,  afpire  to  nothing 
lefs  than  general  knowledge,  a  knowledge  of  the  immaterial 
forms  of  things,  which  are  antecedent  to  actual  exiftence,  a 
knowledge  which  may  be  obtained  in  part  now,  and  which 
will  be  complete  hereafter.  He  would  proceed  and  infift,  for 
this  is  the  exprefs  doctrine  of  the  Phaedo,  that  when  you  have 
once  mounted  up  to  thefe  eternal,  independent,  and  unal- 
terable ideas,  you  mould  make  them  the  foundations  or  firft 
principles  of  all  your  reafoning,  and  receive  as  true,  or  reject 
as  falfe,  whatever  you  obferve  to  be  agreeable,  or  repugnant  to 
them.  Thus  you  would  become  able  to  imitate  God  in  the 
.exercife  of  goodnefs,   juftice,    and  every  other  moral  virtue; 
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fince  his  and  your  ideas  of  thefe  virtues  would  be  taken  from 
the  fame  originals:  and  Socrates  might  the  better  conjure 
you,  as  he  conjured  his  auditors  in  the  prifon,  to  make  your- 
felf  as  like  as  poflible  to  your  great  exemplar,  the  Supreme 
Being. 

I  think  you  are  not  extremely  converfant  in  the  works  of 
Plato:  and  you  may  fufpect  therefore  that  I  aggravate  the  im- 
pertinence of  his  doctrines.  But  the  truth  is,  that  as  I  have  made 
Anaxagoras  fay  nothing  more  than  what  he  would,  or  might 
have  faid,  conformably  to  his  manner  of  philofophiling ;  fo  I 
have  made  Socrates  advance  nothing  which  the  Phaedo  in  par- 
ticular, as  well  as  Plato's  writings  in  general,  will  not  vouch. 
But  iince  I  have  brought  this  rambling  eftay  down  to  the 
founder  of  the  academy,  it  is  neceflary  that  fomething  more 
mould  be  faid  about  him  and  his  philofophy ;  for  his  appear- 
ance, and  the  inftitution  of  his  fchool  make  a  moft  remarkable 
epocha  in  the  hiftory  of  the  flrft  philofophy.  So  remarkable, 
and  fo  neceflary  to  be  well  furveyed,  that  we  cannot  otherwife 
difcern  the  true  origin  of  the  firft  philofophy,  and  the  theolo- 
gy which  prevails  at  this  hour  in  our  own  country,  and  among 
all  the  nations  of  the  Weft. 


SECTION     VIII. 

Signs,  fymbols,  facerdotal  letters,  facred  dialeds,  and  hiero- 
glyphics were  employed  by  the  egyptian  and  eaftern  nations, 
to  preferve  and  to  perpetuate  their  knowledge.  Strange  means 
indeed !  For  how  imperfectly,  how  darkly,  how  uncertainly 
muft  this  knowledge  have  been  conveyed  both  to  and  from 
the  greek  philofophers  ?  What  precifion  or  clearnefs  can  we 
imagine,   for  inftance,    that  Democritus  could  find  in  thofe 
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ethics  which  he  is  faid  to  have  transcribed  from  the  columns  of 
Actcarus  in  Babylonia?    Thefe  monuments  of  egyptian  and 
eaftern  philofophy  were  explained,  it  may  be  faid,    to  Demo- 
critus  and  to  the  other  Greeks,  who  went  into  thofe  countries 
for  inftru&ion  in  every  part  of  fcience,  by  the  brachmans,  the 
magi,  the  gymnofophifts,   and  the  egyptian  priefts,  into  whole 
colleges  they  were  admitted,    and  into  whofe  rites   they  were 
initiated.      I  believe  that  this  was  fo.      I  believe  that  the  egyp- 
tian and  eaftern  mailers  explained  and  commented  the  hiero- 
glyphical  or  facerdotal  text  to  their  grecian  fcholars,    and  I 
believe  further,  that  the  fcholars  fet  up  for  mafters  foon.    The 
philofophy  they  had  learned,    marvellous  and  myftic,    fuited 
their  genius  extremely,   and  was   particularly  adapted  to  their 
humour,  in  ages  when  every  man  who  had  pretenfions  of  this 
kind  afTe&ed  to  inftitute  a  new  feci:,    or  to  diftinguifli  himfelf 
at  leaft  by  fome  new  hypotheiis.     But  what  was  the  effect  of 
all  this.     Did  they  become  more  intelligible  than  their  mafters,. 
or  was  their   knowledge  more  real  ?  We  have  in  our  hands  the 
book  Jamblicus  wrote  in  anfwer  to  the  queftions  which  Por- 
phyry  had  afked.     Jamblicus  wrote  long  after  the  times  we 
fpeak  of  here ;   but  his  Him  of  theology  and  theurgic  knowledge 
was  extracted  from  aflyrian  and  chaldaean  memorials,     from, 
the  columns  of  the  firft  Mercury,  and  from  books  that  con- 
tained all  the  doctrines  of  the  antients,    concerning  matters  of 
a  divine  nature,  which  were  probably  the  books  of  the  fecond 
Mercury,  or  fuch  as  went  under  his  name.      In  fhort,  from 
the  fame  fources,,  from  whence  the  Greeks  had  fb  many  centu- 
ries before  derived  their  knowledge  real  and  pretended.     Was 
it  grown  more  clear?  Was  it  not  in  Jamblicus,  and  in  all  the 
greek  philofophers,  who  mingled  up  their  own  conceits  with 
thofe  of  their  egyptian  and  eaftern  mafters  as  unintelligible  in. 
jargon,  as  the  original  of  it  all  could  be  in  hieroglyphics  or  fa- 
cerdotal letters. 

SUCH! 


.120         ESSAY     THE     SECOND. 

Such  we  may  conclude  was  the  firft  philofophy  among  the 
Greeks,  from  the  beginning  of  their  philofophical  aera,  which 
we  date  no  higher  than  Pherecydes  of  Syros  and  Thales, 
dark  in  its  original,  and  rendered  more  dark  and  more  confuf- 
ed  by  men  who  grafted  inceflantly  one  degree  of  fantaftical 
knowledge  on  another,  and  who  for  want  of  any  criterion  to 
fix  their  opinions,  wandered  into  every  hypothefis  which  their 
warm  imaginations,  overheated  by  thofe  of  Egypt  and  the 
Eaft,  could  fuggeft  to  them. 

In  the  midft  of  this  darknefs  and  confufion,  Plato  arofe, 
about  two  centuries  after  the  commencement  that  has  been  fet 
of  the  philofophical  aera.  If  he  dirpelled  any  of  this  darknefs, 
it  was  by  introducing  a  falfe  light  into  the  firft  philofophy, 
that  led  men  oftener  out  of  the  way  of  truth  than  into  it :  and 
as  to  the  confufion,  which  vague  notions  and  fyftems  of  mere 
imagination  neceflarily  produce,  there  was  never  any  greater 
than  that  which  arofe  in  metaphyfics  and  theology,  after  pla- 
toniim  began  to  be  dogmatically  taught  in  the  fchool  of  Alex- 
andria, and  in  thofe  of  chriftianity. 

This  philofopher  availed  himfelf  of  all  the  fantaftical  fcience 
that  was  then  in  vogue.  He  went  into  Egypt,  he  heard  Cra- 
tylus,  a  fcholar  of  Heraclitus.  He  had  a  philofophical 
correfpondence  with  Archytas  :  and,  that  he  might  im- 
prove himfelf  the  more  in  pythagorean  doctrines,  he  went  in- 
to Italy  and  converfed  with  the  principal  men  of  that  broken 
feci.  He  was  a  follower  and  a  fcholar  of  Socrates  from  his 
youth.  Neither  Socrates  nor  he  had  any  great  claim  to  the 
honor  of  being  firft  inventors  or  teachers  in  any  part  of  fcience. 
That  the  mafter  reduced  fpeculation  to  adtion  we  cannot  doubt  ? 
and  Tully  in  his  academical  queftions  defcribes  him  pom- 
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poufly  as  the  firft  who  called  philofophy  off  from  objects  which 
are  placed  by  nature  beyond  our  reach,  and  which  had  em- 
ployed all  the  philofophers  before  him,  to  the  bufinefs  and 
duty  of  common  life,  and  to  the  confideration  of  virtue  and 
vice,  of  good  and  evil.  But  public  and  private  morality,  and 
all  the  rules  of  good  government,  to  fay  it  by  the  way,  had 
been  taught  long  before  Socrates,  by  Solon  and  the  other 
fages  of  Greece  :  and  if  we  compare  the  fuccefs  of  his  million 
at  Athens  with  that  of  Pythagoras  at  Crotona,  as  it  is  re- 
prefented  by  Justin  *,  we  fhall  find  no  reafon  to  think  him 
either  the  firit.  or  the  greateft  miflionary  of  natural  religion. 
Sure  it  is,  that  he  devoted  himfelf  to  this  work  with  much 
fincerity,  perfeverance  and  zeal,  and  was  the  martyr  of  a 
much  purer  doctrine  than  many  a  modern  miflionary  has  died 
for  teaching.  All  we  are  to  understand,  therefore,  by  what  is 
mentioned  above,  feems  to  be  this,  that  he  confined  his  leffons 
of  philofophy  to  ethics :  and  even  this  cannot  be  true,  if  his 
leflbns  were  fuch  as  Plato  reprefents  them.  I  cannot  help 
thinking,  that  Tully  was  more  attached  to  Socrates  on  ac- 
count pf  his  academical,  than  his  moral  character. 

There  was  a  greater  fimplicity,  no  doubt,  in  his  manner 
of  teaching  than  in  that  of  Plato,  and  in  the  doctrines  too, 
very  probably,  that  he  taught.  When  queftions  were  afked 
him  about  another  world,  he  anfwered  with  much  fimplicity, 
that  he  had  never  been  there,  nor  had  ever  feen  any  one  who 
came  from  thence.  Plato  pretended  to  know  more  of  the 
matter,  and  to  have  his  knowledge  from  one  who  had  been, 
there,  and  whom  the  infernal  judges  had  fent  to  reveal  what 
he  had  feen  and  heard.  This  iclle  tale  was  taken  probably 
from  the  magi  or  the  Chaldaeans,   if  this  Erus  Armenius, 
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mentioned  in  the  tenth  book  of  his  politics,  was  one  of  the  Zoro- 
asters  :  and  as  idle  as  it  is,  it  got  into  hiftory  *,  and  has  been 
recorded  gravely,  among  other  ftories  of  extraordinary  events, 
Buttho  the  doctrines,  as  well  as  the  manners  of  Socrates,  were 
more  fimple  than  thofe  of  Plato  ;  yet  we  know  from  Plu- 
tarch, and  even  by  the  difcourfes  which  Xenophon  as  well  as 
Plato  afcribes  to  him,  that  he  entertained  and  propagated  many 
of  thofe  theological  and  metaphysical  notions,  which  are  not, 
moft  certainly,  parts  of  natural  theology ;  becaufe  they  cannot  be 
neceflarily  deduced  from  any  knowledge  that  we  have  of  na- 
ture. 

Metaphysics  maybe  faidto  have  fucceeded  mythology  and 
phylics  in  Greece  about  this  time,  tho  the  name  was  not  in- 
vented till  long  after.  Pherecydes,  Pythagoras,  and 
Parmenides  made  ftrong  pretentions  to  a  fcience  of  this  fort. 
But  the  firft  and  the  laft  founded  no  feci ;  and  that  of  the 
other  was  foon  difperfed  and  extinguifhed  :  tho  Diogenes 
Laertius  fays,  by  miftake  doubtlefs,  that  it  continued 
eighteen  generations.  The  writings  of  thefe  philofophers  being 
foon  loft,  nor  any  fet  of  men  remaining  long  to  preferve  a  body 
of  their  doctrines,  Plato  and  Aristotle  had  an  opportunity 
of  decking  themfelves  in  their  plumes,  and  of  coming  down  to 
pofterity  as  originals  on  this  and  other  fubjects,  on  which  they 
were  far  from  being  fuch. 

The  fables  and  the  fuperftitious  notions  that  prevailed 
among  the  vulgar  of  all  ranks,  in  the  days  of  polytheifm,  about 
their  gods,  became  foon  too  grofs  to  fatisfy  thofe  who  began 
in  every  country  to  emerge  out  of  ignorance,  and  to  cultivate 
and  improve  their  reafon.     In  vain  did  the  philofophers  and 

*  Val.  Max.  I.  i.    Macrob.  fomn.  Scip. 
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priefts  endeavour  to  foften  them  to  fuch  men  as  thefe,   by  all 
the  myftery  of  their  myfteries,  into  which  Socrates  would 
never  fubmit  to  be  initiated,  that  is,   by  their  fecret  doctrine. 
Not  only  the  unity  of  the  Supreme  Being,  but  the  abfurdity 
of  fuppofing  him  to  exift  a  fyftem  of  matter  like  other  mate- 
rial beings,  was  difcovered,  and  the  notion  of  a  fpiritual  fub- 
ftance  was  eftablifhed.     Whether  this  notion  was  entertained 
firft  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  was  applied  afterwards  to  the 
human  foul ;  whether  it  was  entertained  firft  of  the  human  foul, 
and  was  applied  afterwards  to  the  Supreme  Being ;  or  whether 
the  idea  of  fpirit  and  fpiritual  fubftance  was  determined  exactly 
either  by  antient  philofophers,  or  by  chriftian  fathers,  as  we  have 
determined  ours,  if  even  ours  is  as  much  determined  as  we  fup- 
pofe  it  to  be,  I  mall  not  inquire  at  this  time.    All  I  mean  to  ob- 
serve is,  that  an  intellectual  world  of  fubordinate  and  of  created 
gods,  of  daemons,  of  fouls,  and  other  fpiritual  inhabitants,  being 
once  afliimed,  as  it  was  together  with  die  unity  of  God,  if  that 
which  is  demonstrated  maybe  faid  in  any  fenfe  or  on  anyoccafion 
to  be  afliimed,  the  philofophers  did  much  the  fame  thing  in  a 
metaphyseal,  as  they  and  the  priefts  had  done  in  a  mytho- 
logical way.     They  made   as   many  fpiritual   beings  as  they 
wanted,  and  they  generated  them  as  they  could.     The  head  of 
Jupiter  opened,  and  Pallas  the  goddefs  of  wifdom  came  out 
ot  it,  according  to  the  mythologifts.    This  image  was  too  grofs, 
and  the  fable  too  impertinent  to  be  retained.      Plato  therefore 
rehned  metaphyfically  upon  it,  and  fuppofed,  for  in  him  it  was 
mere  fuppofition,    a  fecond  god,    the  logos,    the  word,  the 
wifdom  of  the  firft,    an  emanation  proceeding  from  the  firft. 
When  this  metaphyseal  generation  by  emanation  was  once  efta- 
blifhed in  opinion,   metaphysics  peopled  heaven  as  faft  as  ever 
phyfics,   by  the  help  of  mythology,  had  done :  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  consider  without  aftoniihment,  how  thefe  spiritual 
beings   were   multiplied  from   age   to  age,    by   pythagorician 
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and  platonic  philofophers,  by  jewifh  cabbalifts,  and  by  chri- 
stian divines  both  orthodox  and  heretical.  A  new  jargon  grew 
up  to  exprefs  thefe  chimerical  notions,  and  very  often  to  ex- 
prefs  things  of  which  the  learned  in  thofe  days,  as  in  ours, 
had  not  themfelves  any  notion  at  all.  Expanfions  and  difTu- 
fions  of  the  moft  excellent  nature,  which  Pythagoras  had 
learned  from  the  zoroaftrian  theology  to  be  a  pure  and  perfect 
light,  and  which  fome  of  the  greek  philofophers  called  an  in- 
telligent fire,  proceiTions,  profufions,  and  extenfions  of  the  firffc. 
limple  fubftance,  fuperior  lights  in  the  world  of  emanations,  call- 
ed fephiroth  by  the  Jews,  aeons  male  and  female,  fuperfubftantial 
and  fubftantial  beings,  numbers,  ideas,  words,  forms,  fouls  that 
inhabit  in  heaven  and  in  the  ftars,  all  thefe  terms  wereufed,  I  fay,, 
till  they  palled  for  terms  of  a  real  fcience.  Thus  metaphyfics  confti- 
tuted  a  fort  of  polytheifm,  as  mythology  had  done  before  :  and 
to  fhew  you  how  little  advantage  thefe  refined  doctrines  had 
over  the  other,  I  will  bring  an  inftance  which  I  find  in  Mr. 
Selden,  and  which  is  plainly  an  ingraftment  on  the  metaphy- 
fical  doctrines  of  Pythagoras  and  Plato  ;  tho  it  be  of  a  later 
date,  as  it  muft  needs  be,  fince  it  is  taken  from  the  Jews  who 
had  moft  probably  no  knowledge  of  chaldaic  philofophy  till 
they  went  into  captivity,  nor  of  greek  philofophy  till  after 
the  expedition  of  Alexander.  Nothing  appeared  more 
fhocking  in  all  the  pagan  mythology,  than  the  carnal  copula- 
tions of  gods  and  goddefTes  with  one  another  and  with  mortals, 
than  their  adulteries  and  their  rapes,  than  gods  begetting  chil- 
dren and  goddefies  lying  in :  and  yet  we  may  fee  by  a  pafiage 
of  Plutarch,  in  the  life  of  Numa  Pompilius,  that  thefe 
opinions  were  not  only  entertained  by  the  vulgar,  but 
were  matters  of  grave  fpeculation  and  of  theological  difpute, 
as  much  as  the  incarnation  of  the  Word  has  been  among  Chri- 
ftians  :  for  he  fays  that  the  egyptian  doctors  made  this  diftinc- 
tion ;    they  held  that  a  god  might  get  a  woman  with  child, 
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but  that  a  man  could  have  no  carnal  commerce  with  a  god- 
defs.     Now  thefe  copulations  were  carried  on  between  ibuls 
in  the  fpiritual  world,  according  to  the  cabbalifts,  thofe  fa- 
mous interpreters  of  jewifh  theology,  tho  in  a  more  decent 
manner,    and  in  lawful  marriage,  as  we  learn  from  Selden  *. 
The  cabbalifts,  he  fays,   aflert,   that  as  a  foul  defcends  from 
heaven  into  the  embryo  of  every  man,  fo  a  new  foul  is  fent 
from  above  into  every  profelyte  of  juftice ;   that  which  he 
had  whilft  he  was  a  pagan  either  vanishing  or  returning." 
This  new  demand  of  fouls,  you  fee,  required  a  new  fupply  ; 
and  thefe  ingenious  metaphyficians  foon  found  one  that  was 
more  than  fufficient.     They  imagined  four  palaces  in  heaven, 
where  the   fouls    of  innumerable  holy  women  are  married  to 
the  fouls  of  holy  men;   "  and,  they  add,   that  as  in  marriages 
"  here  on  earth,   bodies  copulate  with  bodies,   fo,  in  thofe  cc- 
"  leftial   marriages,     fouls    copulate   with   fouls,     light   with 
"  light  +."    Would  not  this  fample  of  cabbaliftical  knowledge 
make  any  learned  divine  grieve,   that  the  feventy  books  of  this 
kind,  which  Esdras  had  collected  for  the  uie  of  wile  men,  are 
loft  ? 


Metaphysics  hot  only  fucceeded  phyfics  and  mythology  in 
the  manner  here  obferved,  and  became  as  great  a  fund  of  fu- 
perftition,  but  they  were  carried  ftill  farther,  and  corrupted 
all  real  knowledge,  as  well  as  retarded  the  progrefs  of  it.  Me- 
taphyficians have  not  been  quite  agreed  about  the  nature  anil 
object  of  their  fuppofed  fcience.  -  Thofe  we  have  laft  mention- 
ed may  be  called  and  diftinguifhed  by  the  title,  if  they  like 
it,  of  pneumatic  philofophers,  iince  their  object  is  fpirit  and 


*  De  jure  nat.  et  gen.  juxta  difcip.  Ebraeor.  1.  2.  c.  4. 

•f  Addunt  ut  in  conjugiis  hujus  mundi,  feu  terreftribus,  corpora  corporibus  con- 
junguntur,  ita  in  alterius  illius,  feu  coeleftibus  conjugiis,  efle  conjunftionem  anima- 
rum  cum  animabus,.  luminis  cum  lumine, 
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fpiritual  fubftances  ;  how  ridiculous  foever  it  be  to  imagine  fpi- 
rit  lefs  an  object  of  natural  philofophy  than  body.  Thofe  we 
are  about  to  mention  may  be  decorated  with  a  greek  name 
likewife,  and  be  called  ontologifts  or  ontofophifts ;  fince 
their  objed:  is,  being  in  the  abftrad,  u  ens  quatenus  ens." 
But  the  name  that  fuits  belt  all  the  parts  of  metaphyfics,  is  that 
of  the  praeternatural  fcience  ;  becaufe  it  is  fynonymous  to  chi- 
merical fcience.  Who,  indeed,  but  the  author  of  nature,  can  fee 
and  know  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  it  ?  And  who  that  is  not  de- 
lirious, therefore,  can  prelume  to  lee  and  know  beyond  it  ?  What 
principles  can  be  laid,  or  how  can  any  be  laid,  of  a  fcience 
that  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  firft  and  univerfal  fcience,  and  to 
contain  the  principles  of  all  others,  which  are  to  be  deduced 
from  it  ?  One  might  think  that  nothing  can  mew  fo  marvel- 
oufly  the  wanderings  of  the  human  mind,  and  the  prevalence 
of  imagination  over  all  the  rational  faculties,  as  this  inveterate 
habit  of  dogmatizing  about  fpirit  and  fpiritual  fubftances,  and 
even  about  God,  the  Father  of  fpirits.  But  there  is  fomething 
ftill  more  abfurd  in  the  other  part  of  metaphyfics.  In  this, 
the  foundations  are  laid  in  knowledge.  Foundations  narrow, 
and  in  no  degree  proportionable  to  the  hypothefes  raifed  upon 
them ;  but  knowledge  fo  real  that  it  is  intuitive,  the  know- 
ledge that  they  have  of  their  own  fpirits,  minds,  or  fouls,  in 
a  word  of  their  own  intelleclual  powers.  In  the  other,  the 
foundations  are  laid  in  a  fuppofition  which  we  know,  or  may 
know,  intuitively  to  be  falle ;  for  we  may  be  as  certain  that 
the  human  mind  cannot  make  the  abftra&ions  thefe  philofo- 
phers  pretend  to  make,  as  we  are  certain  that  we  can  walk  or 
run  but  cannot  fly  :  and  yet  this  whole  branch  of  philofophy 
is  built  on  the  fuppofition  that  the  human  mind  can  and  does 
make  them.  Such  were  the  numbers  of  Pythagoras,  if  we 
know  what  they  were :  fuch  were  the  ideas  of  Plato,  and 
fuch  is   that  fantaftic  fcience  which  perverts  the  whole  order 
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of  real  fcience,  by  pretending  to  defcend  from  fcientihcal  and 
axiomatical  down  to  particular  knowledge,  and  from  univerfals 
to  fingulars,  inftead  of  attempting  conformably  to  nature  and 
reafon  the  very  reverfe  of  this. 

The   fuppofed   abftracl:  ideas,  whether  fimple  or  complex, 
were  wrought  up,   by  warm  imaginations,  into  eternal  effences, 
incorporeal   fubftances,    independent   and  divine  beings  that 
refided  in  or  with  the  fupreme  intellecl:,  and  this  may  be  pro- 
perly called  the  flrft  apotheofis  of  folly  *  ;   for  the  fame  men 
foon  imagined  a  fecond.      The  fecond  was  that  of  the  human 
mind   or    foul.       The    human   mind   or  foul   was  of  divine 
original,   according  to  Pythagoras  and  Plato,  and  returned 
back  to  the  foul  of  the  univerfe  when  it  left  the  body  ;   to  that 
foul  which  is  of  the  fame  kind  and  nature,   "  ad  id  quod  ejuf- 
"  dem  generis  et  naturae   eftf."      Now  the  foul  contracting 
much  impurity  in  its  defcent  into  the  body,  and  whilft  it  con- 
tinues in  that  prifon,  thefe  philofophers  taught  that  tranfmigra- 
tions  of  the  foul  thro  feveral  bodies  ferved  not  only  as  fome  de- 
gree of  punifhment,  but  likewife  to  purge  it  from  thefe  pollu- 
tions :   and  this  was  the  famous  doctrine  of  a  metempfycho- 
fis,  at  leaft  of  Plato's  ;  for  between  his  and  that  of  Pytha- 
goras there  feems  to  have  been  fome  difference.     In  one  ref- 
pecl,   the  difference  is  obvious  enough.     The  metempfychofis 
of  Pythagoras  was  I  think  general,  and  that  of  Plato  not. 
Plato  cfcuTed  fouls  at  their  going  out  of  the  bodies  they  had  in- 
formed into  three  forts,    the  incurable,   the  curable,  and  the 
pure.     The  firft  went  to  the  devil,    as  we  mould  fpeak,  at 
once.      Tranfmigration  ferved  the  purpofe  of  the  fecond,  juft 
as  well   as  your   purgatory,  and  prepared  them  to  afcend  to 
their  antient  habitations  in   "  domefticas  quafi fedes  §." 


*  Stulticiae  apotheofis.    Bacon. 

•f  Plato.  §  Photius. 


The 
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The  laft,  having  been  purified  before  death,  wanted  no  pu- 
rification after  it.  For  this  reafon  it  was  that  the  philofophy 
we  refer  to,  inculcated  fo  much  the  neceflity  of  abftrafting  the 
foul  from  matter,  and  of  dying  during  life  a  philofophical 
death ;  the  confequence  of  which  was  regeneration,  being 
born  anew,  and  putting  off  the  old  man  to  fpeak  in  chriftian 
phrafe  *.  Thus  the  foul  might  be  accuftomed  to  contemplate, 
in  pure  intellect,  abftracl:  forms  and  eternal  effences ;  to  retain 
or  to  recover  by  reminifcence  it's  former  knowledge  of  real 
beings,  "  vere  entium  -f- ;"  to  rife  to  that  fuperceleftial  place 
and  the  field  of  truth,  where  fouls  feed  on  divine  ideas  |.  By 
fuch  excursions  as  thefe,  not  unlike  to  thofe  that  are  fo  inge- 
nioufly  feigned  in  the  world  of  Des  Cartes  §,  the  foul 
may  know  all  things  intuitively,  like  God,  in  this  world, 
and    become    God  in  another. 

"  ubi  depofito  confcendes  corpore  coelum 


"  Immortalis  eris   divus 

Empedocles  imagined  his  foul  to  be  fo  pure,  that  a  god 
might  be  faid  to  dwell  in  him,  and  on  that  account  called 
fiimfelf  a  god,  "  feipfum  appellavit  deum  **."  Plato 
foftened  this,  by  adding  modeftly,  "  quantum  licet  homini," 
as  much  as  a  man  may  be  fo  :  but  that  great  pneumatic  philo- 
fopher  Athanasius  was  bolder  than  Plato,  if  he  faid,  what 
I  have  feen  fomewhere  quoted  from  his  writings,  that  by  a 
participation  of  the  fame  fpirit  we  are  united  to  the  Deity  ++. 

'•*  Jamblicus.  t  Ibid. 

$ In  locum  fupra  coeleftem,  inque  campum  veritatis elevatas,  divinis 

ideis  pafci.     Phot. 

§  Le  monde  de  Des  Cartes,  a  critical  fatire  on  the  cartefian  philofophy  by 
father  Daniel  thejefuit. 

||  Carm.  aurea. 

**  SEXt.  Empiric  adv.  Math. 

■ft  Participatione  fpiritus  conjungimur  Deitati. 
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SECTION     IX. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  may  venture  to  pronounce  that  me- 
taphyficians  have  always  proceeded  on  a  falfe  fuppofition,  by 
neglecting  the  real  phaenomena  of  the  human  mind,  and  by  as- 
cribing to  it  an  imaginary  power.  We  may  venture  to  fay, 
that  their  principles  became  prophane  and  impious,  when  they 
deified  their  own  ideas  by  the  firft  apotheofis  I  have  mention- 
ed, and  that  they  terminated  in  blafphemy,  enthufiafm,  and 
madnefs,  when  they  deified  their  own  fouls  by  the  fecond. 
Such  philolbphy  as  this,  however,  fuited  extremely  well  the 
genius,  and,  if  I  miftake  not,  the  defign  of  Plato.  He  was 
much  more  a  poetical  philofopher  than  Homer  was  a  philofo- 
phical  poet :  and  he  had  the  worft  grace  imaginable  when  he 
banifhed  the  latter  out  of  his  Utopia,  whofe  writings,  with  no 
more  help  than  his  own  require  to  fix  the  allegorical  and 
myftical  fenfes,  would  have  done  juft  as  much  good  in  his 
whimfical  republic.  If  Homer  has  done  no  good,  he  has 
done  no  lairing  hurt  to  philofophy ;  whereas  Plato,  and  his 
fcholar  Aristotle,  did  not  only  improve  much  error,  but 
diverted  men  from  the  purfuit  of  truth :  and  this  they  did, 
not  only  in  their  own  age,  but  have  continued  to  do  it  at  fe- 
veral  periods,  and  in  feveral  degrees,  down  to  ours.  Plato 
treated  every  fubjed:,  whether  corporeal  or  intelle&ual,  like 
a  bombaft  poet  and  a  mad  theologian  *,  "  per  ambages  Deo- 
"  rumque  minifteria."  Aristotle,  like  an  ontofopliift  and  a 
dialectician,  with  all  the  cavil  -f  of  words  and  captious  difpu- 


* Tumidus  poeta,    thcologus  mente    captus.       Bacon    de    interp. 

nat. 

T Verborum  cavillatio  — —  et  captiofae  difputationes,  quae  acumen  irri- 

tum  exercent.     Sen.  ep.  45. 

Vol.  IV.  S  tation, 
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tation,  which  ferve  to  nothing  more  nor  better  than  to  exer- 
cife  a  vain  and  trifling  fubtilty  of  wit,  and  to  prove  equally  well, 
for  inftance,  that  *  mice  gnaw  or  do  not  gnaw  cheefe,  which 
is  an  example  that  Seneca  brings  by  way  of  ridicule  on  fuch 
philofophers  as  thefe,  and  which  might  have  been  applied 
very  ftrongly  to  Zeno  the  founder  of  his  feci:,  to  Chrysippus, 
and  all  the  heroes  of  the  portic.  But  I  choofe  to  confirm,  what 
I  advance  concerning  the  characters  of  thefe  two  philofophers, 
in  better  words  and  on  a  better  authority  than  my  own.  My 
lord  Bacon  oblerves,  that  almoft  all  the  antient  naturalifts,  fuch 
as  Empedocles,  Anaxagoras,  Anaximenes,  Heraclitus, 
and  Democritus  fubjected  mind  to  things  -f.  That  is,  they 
never  loft  fight  of  the  phaenomena  of  the  vifible  world,  but  made 
them  the  rule,  as  well  as  object,  of  their  inquiries :  and  what  is 
faid  about  this  object  of  phyfics,  the  corporeal  world,  will  hold 
equally  well  about  the  other,  the  intellectual.  But  §  Plato, 
he  adds,  fubjected  the  world  to  thought,  and  Aristotle 
even  thought  to  words :  the  ftudy  of  philofophy  turning  into 
difputation  and  plaufible  difcourfe,  and  a  fevere  inquifition 
after  truth  being  laid  afide.  The  meaning  of  all  which  is 
plainly  this,  that  thefe  men  turned  phyfics  into  metaphyfics 
and  logic  ;  that  in  order  to  make,  or  to  appear  to  make,  which 
anfwered  their  end  perhaps  as  well,  important  difcoveries  about 
the  nature  and  truth  of  things,  one  of  them  had  recourfe  to 
abftradt  meditation,  which  agitates  the  mind  in  a  perpetual 
round,  and  can  never  terminate  in  certainty  for  want  of  a  fuf- 


*  Mus  fyllaba  eft  :  mus  autem  cafeum  rodit :  fyllaba  ergo  cafeum  rodit.  Mus 
fyllaba  eft :  fyllaba  autem  cafeum  non  rodit :  mus  ergo  cafeum  non  rodit.  Ibid, 
ep.  48. 

■f Mentem  rebus  fubmiferunt. 

§  At  Plato  mundum  cogitationibus,  Aristoteles  vero  etiam  cogitationes  ver- 
bis adjudicarunt,  vergentibus  etiam  turn  hominum  ftudiis  ad  difputationes  et  fermo- 
nes,  et  veritatis  inquifitionem  feveriorem  miJlam  faeientibus.  Parm.  Tekf.  et  Dem. 
philof. 
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iicient  criterion  ;  and  the  other,  to  an  artful  ufe  of  words  by 
which  a  learned  ambiguity  is  maintained,  and  the  whole  buft- 
nefs  of  philofophers  is  to  tie  and  untie  thefe  verbal  knots  *. 
For  thefe  reafons,  and  furely  they  are  decifive,  the  learned 
chancellor  concludes,  that  their  fyftems  of  philofophy  ought 
rather  to  be  rejected  in  the  whole  kind  than  to  be  refuted  par- 
ticularly, fince  they  are  the  fyftems  of  men  who  affected  to 
fpeak  much,  and  who  knew  little  -j- . 

It  was  faid,  in  the  beginning  of  this  effay,  that  the  preten- 
tions to  fcience  unattainable,  which  end  always  in  fantaftical 
hypothefes,  might  be  excufable  in  thofe  who  made  the  nrft 
eflays  in  philofophy,  but  were  without  excufe  in  thofe  who 
fiicceeded  them,  in  the  courfe  of  philofophical  generations. 
The  reflection  was  levelled,  and  very  juftly,  at  Plato  and 
Aristotle  in  a  particular  manner.  To  pafs  any  fuch  judg- 
ment on  thofe  who  went  before  them  would  be  very  unfair  ; 
becaufe  their  writings  are  not  in  our  hands,  as  thofe  of  thefe 
two  philofophers  are,  if  indeed  the  canon  of  Aristotle's  be 
as  well  afcertained  as  that  of  Plato's,  and  becaufe  the  little 
we  can  learn  of  their  opinions  has  been  delivered  down  to  us 
in  broken  incoherent  paflages,  in  confufed  and  inaccurate  col- 
lections, and  by  men  very  often  who  did  not  understand 
them,  or  who  had  their  reafons  for  mifreprefenting  them. 
To  conceive  this  the  better,  we  need  only  consider  what  in- 
formations we  have  of  philofophical  fyftems,  more  modern 
than  thofe  we  fpeak  of,  and  given  us  by  men  who  were  them- 
felves  philofophers.     I  might  inftance  in  many,  but  I  will  con- 

*  Ne&imus  nodos,  et  ambiguam  fignificationem  verbis  illigamus  deinde  diflbl- 
vimus.     Sen.  ubi  fup. 

T  Quare  hujufmodi  placita  magis  toto  genere  reprehendenda,  quam  proprie  con- 
Futanda  videntur.  Sunt  enim  eorum  qui  multum  loqui  volunt,  et  parum  fcire. 
Bac.  Parm.  &c. 


S    2 
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tent  myfelf  to  afk,  whether  he  that  mould  take  all  his  notions 
of  ftoicifm  from  Velleius,  or  of  epicureanifm  from  Balbus, 
or  of  both  from  the  declamation  of  Cotta,  would  do  much 
juftice  to  the  portic,  or  to  the  garden  of  Gargettus  ?  Thefe 
philofophies  were  abfurd  enough  of  themfelves ;  but  they  were 
made  more  fo  by  reprefentation. 

We  know,  in  general,  that  there  were  philofophers  irjt 
Greece  of  great  merit  before  Plato  and  Aristotle  ;  that 
Plato  borrowed  from  them,  as  well  as  from  Homer,  without 
any  acknowledgments  of  the  debt,  and  that  Aristotle  did  his- 
befl  to  defame  or  deftroy  their  works :  for  Aristotle,  like 
an  ottoman  prince,  as  my  lord  Bacon  was  fond  of  obferving, 
endeavoured  to  put  all  his  brethren  to  death,  and  fucceeded  in 
his  barbarous  defign  *.  Among  thefe,  and  probably  at  the 
head  of  them,  Democritus  may  be  placed.  His  great  repu- 
tation gave  occafion  to  filly  people,  as  great  reputations  da 
fometimes,  to  invent  a  thoufand  filly  ftories  of  him.  But  of 
all  thefe,  no  one  was  more  impertinent  than  that  of  his  putting 
out  his  eyes  that  he  might  meditate  with  lefs  diftra&ion,  which 
Plutarch,  in  his  treatife  about  curiofity,  fays  was  falfe,  but 
generally  reported.  Another,  which  we  find  in  Plutarch's 
table  difcourfe  +,  is  much  more  in  character.  Democritus, 
having  eat  a  fig  which  had  a  tafte  of  honey,  far  from  fhutting 
his  eyes  and  contemplating  the  firft  fweet,  he  flarted  up  from 
his  table  in  hafte  to  examine  the  tree  and  the  place  where  it 
grew.  His  maid  indeed  faved  him  that  trouble  by  owning, 
that  fhe  had  put  the  figs  in  a  honey  pot.  But  his  firft,  and 
as  it  were  habitual,  impulfe  was  to  make  ufe  of  his  eyes,  and 
to  examine  the  phaenomenon  by  obfervation  and  experiment^ 

* Ilium  fcilicet,  Qttomannorum  more,  in  fratribus  trucidandis  occupatunii 

fuifTe  •,  quod  et  ei  ex  voto  fucceffit.     De  interp.  nat.  et  alibi. 
f  Sympof.  lib.  i.  c.  10. 
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which  he  made  the  rule  of  his  inquiries,  the  criterion  of  his 
opinions,  and  the  foundation  of  all  his  philofophy.  "  Aeta- 
"  tern  inter  experimenta  confumpfit,"  he  parTed  his  whole  life 
in  experiments, 

Diogenes  Laertius  witnefleth  how  averfe  Plato  was  to> 
this  philofopher,  and  in  truth  Pythagoras  was  more  accord- 
ing to  his  heart.  But  it  were  to  be  wimed,  fince  Plato  was 
to  have  fo  great  an  influence  on  the  progrefs  of  fcience,  and 
fince  his  fpirit  was  to  pofTefs  philofophers  for  fo  many  ages, 
that  he  had  taken  his  method  of  philofophiring  from  D2M0- 
critus  rather  than  from  the  Samian.  The  Samian  had  been 
inftructed,  in  his  travels,  in  all  the  parts  of  philofophy,  and 
he  brought  particularly  the  true  folar  fyftem,  no  doubt,  from 
his  eaftern  mafters.  He  brought  likewife  many  of  their  fupcr- 
ftitious  cuftoms  and  opinions,  and  involved,  like  them,  all 
his  doctrines,  even  the  plaineft  precepts  of  morality,  in  myfte- 
ry.  He  appears,  by  the  accounts  which  we  find  of  him  in 
Diogenes  Laertius,  in  Plutarch,  in  Porphyry  and  Jam- 
blicus,  to  have  learned  among  the  egyptian  priefts  and  the 
magi  the  great  fecret  of  purfuing  ambition  under  the  veil  of 
learning,  wifdom,  and  fanctity,  and  to  have  formed  in  his 
travels  the  project,  which  he  undertook  at  his  return  to  exe- 
cute the  projeci:  of  opening  a  fchool,  founding  a  feci:,  infti- 
tuting  a  religion,  and  governing  all  the  greek  colonies  in  Italy 
and  Sicily.  Democritus  travelled,  like  him,  and  went  to  the 
fame  fchools.  In  this  they  were  alike.  But  they  differed 
much  in  the  other  refpects,  which  could  not  fail  to  determine 
Plato  againft  Democritus,  and  in  favor  of  Pythagoras, 
Neither  of  them  were  magicians,  I  fuppofe,  any  more  than: 
our  learned  friar,  whom  the  ignorance  of  his  age  would  have 
made  to  pafs  for  fuch:  and  as  the  credulity  of  Pliny  made  him 
reprefent  them  and  others  to  have  been*    But  as  Democritus 
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was  no  more  a  magician  than  every  able  naturalift,  chemift, 
and  mathematician,  will  appear  in  fome  ages,  fo  he  feems  to 
have  pretended  to  no  fupernatural  fcience  and  power  as  Py- 
thagoras did,  and  much  lefs,  like  him,  to  have  been  the 
delian  Apollo,  or  any  other  divine  perfon  cloathed  with  hu- 
manity and  converting  with  men.  In  his  difputes  with  the 
magi,  he  feems  to  have  oppofed  real  phyflcs  to  imaginary 
metaphyfics,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  animal,  vegetable, 
and  mineral  world,  to  all  their  dreams  about  the  intellectual 
and  fpiritual.  What  we  know  of  the  atomical  fyftem  of  this 
philofopher,  whether  he  invented  it,  or  Leucippus,  or  a 
certain  Phoenician  named  Moschus  long  before  either  of  them, 
may  feem  little  confonant  to  true  theifm :  and  yet  his  animated 
atoms,  and  his  intelligent  and  divine  fpecies,  may  be  reconciled 
to  it,  as  well  as  fome  opinions  that  very  orthodox  divines  have 
advanced.  Philofophers  may  fpeak  too  little,  and  too  much, 
of  the  Supreme  Being  and  firft  caufe  of  all  things  :  and  neither 
of  old,  nor  in  our  days,  has  the  due  mean  been  enough  obferv- 
ed.  Now  if  it  does  not  appear  that  Democritus,  whofe  ob- 
jed:  was  not  theology,  and  among  whofe  works,  the  catalogues 
of  which  have  been  rather  falfely  lengthened  than  fhortened, 
writ  any  treatife  of  that  fort,  we  may  fuppofe  that  he  made  too 
little  mention,  or  no  mention  at  all  of  the  Supreme  Being, 
without  fuppoiing  him  for  that  reafon  an  atheift.  Whereas 
Pythagoras,  who  made  theology  his  capital,  reafoned  always 
from  heaven  to  earth,  parcelled  out  the  divine  nature  into 
a  vaft  variety  of  beings,  interested  it  and  mingled  it  in  every 
thing,  and  contrived  to  render  phyfics  a  rhapfody  of  enthufi- 
aftical  opinions  and  fables  ;  of  which  proceeding  the  Timaeus 
in  Plato  is  a  very  ftrong  and  undeniable  example.  To  con- 
clude this  comparifon,  I  will  only  add,  that  if  Democritus 
did  not  acknowledge  the  unity  of  a  firft  intelligent  caufe,  and 
that  was  objected  to  him  by  a  pythagorean  platonift,  for  they 

grew 
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grew  in  time  to  be  confounded  together,  one  might  afk  that  fa- 
mous queftion,  is  it  no  matter  "  utrum  Deum  neges,  an  infa- 
"  mes  ?"  whether  you  deny  or  defame  God  ?  The  ignorance 
may  deferve  pity.     The  defamation  deferves  abhorrence. 

If  I  have  fingled  out  thefe  two,  among  the  philofophers 
who  preceded  Plato,  and  have  dwelled  fo  long  on  their  dif- 
ferent characters  and  different  methods  of  philofophiftng,  it 
has  been  to  mew,  the  more  fenlibly  by  the  contraft,  how  and 
thro  what  channels  the  wild  metaphyfics  and  all  the  prophane 
theology  of  the  Eaft  has  come  down  principally  to  thefe  in- 
lightened  ages  of  the  Weft,  and  how,  by  the  purfuit  of  unat- 
tainable knowledge,  philofophers  have  gone  out  of  the  true  and 
natural  road  to  truth  into  that  which  has  led  them  into  error, 
and  muft  keep  them  in  it,  by  corrupting  fcience  even  in  the  firft 
principles. 

It  is  a  very  true  obfervation,  and  a  very  common  one,  that 
our  affections  and  paftions  put  frequently  a  byafs  fo  fecret  and 
yet  fo  ftrong  on  our  judgments,  as  to  make  them  fvverve  from 
the  direction  of  right  reafon :  and  on  this  principle  we  muft 
account,  in  great  meafure,  for  the  different  fyftems  of  philofo- 
phy  and  religion,  about  which  men  difpute  fo  much,  and  fight 
and  perfecute  fo  often.     But  it  is  not  fb  commonly  obferved, 
tho  it  be  equally  true,  that  as  extenfive  as  this  principle  is  in 
itfelf,  fince  it  extends  to  almoft  all  mankind,  the  action  of  it 
in  one  fingle  man  is  fometimes  flifficient  to  extend  the  effects 
of  it  to  millions.     Many  a  lyftem,  and  many  an  inftitution,  has 
appeared  and  thrived  in  the  world  as  a  production  of  human 
wifdom  raifed  to  the  higheft  pitch,  and  even  illuminated  by  in- 
fpiration,  which  was  owing,  in  it's  origin,  to  the  predominant 
paflion,    or  to  the  madnefs  of  one  fingle  man.      Authority 
comes  foon  to  ftand  in  the  place  of  reafon.     Men  come  to  de- 
fend 
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fend  what  they  never  examined,  and  to  explain  what  they  ne- 
yer  underftood.  Their  fyftem,  or  their  inftitution,  to  which 
they  were  determined  by  chance,  not  by  choice,  is  to  them  that 
rock  of  truth  on  which  alone  they  can  be  faved  from  error  * : 
they  cling  to  it  accordingly,  and  doubt  itfelf  was  this  rock  to  the 
academicians. 

What  has  been  faid  cannot  be  illuftrated  better  than  by  the 
example  of  Plato.  He  florifhed,  as  we  have  obferved, 
about  two  centuries  after  the  commencement  of  the  philofo- 
phical  age  in  Greece ;  for  I  think  that  we  mull  place  the 
commencement  at  Thales,  wherever  we  think  fit  to  place  the 
end  of  it.  The  ionic,  the  eleatic,  the  italic  feels  were  al- 
ready founded,  and  had  made  much  progrefs  and  much  noife 
in  the  learned  world,  by  the  public  leflbns,  whether  in  regular 
fchools  or  not  it  matters  little,  and  by  the  writings  and  dis- 
putations of  feveral  great  philofophers,  by  whom  the  honor  of 
thefe  fchools  had  been  fupported,  their  different  hypothefes 
improved,  and  their  different  methods  of  investigating  truth 
defended.  I  have  faid  before,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  defcend 
into  the  detail  of  thefe  fyftems  of  philofophy  with  any  affu- 
rance :  and  I  will  add,  in  this  place,  that  I  have  never  read 
any  pretended  explanations  of  them  attempted  by  modern 
fcholars,  even  in  an  intelligible  manner,  for  this  is  not  always 
the  cafe,  which  might  not  have  been  for  the  mofr.  part  altered, 
and  fometimes  contradicted  entirely,  on  the  authority  of  the 
very  fame  fragments.  One  thing  is  certain,  however,  and  we 
may  affirm  very  fafely,  that  the  difference  between  attainable 
and  unattainable,  real  and  fantastic  knowledge,  and  between 
the  methods  that  led  to  one  or  the  other  of  thefe,  was  not  hard 
to  be  difcerned  after  all  the  effays  that  had  been  made  in  every 

* De  rebus  incognitis  judicant,   et  ad  quarricunque  funt  difciplinam  quafi 

fempeftatc  delati,  ad  earn  tanquam  ad  faxum  adhaerefcunt.    Acad,  quaeft.  1.  2. 

part 
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part  of  philofophy,  and  that  were  ftill  making  when  Plato 
arofe.  We  may  believe  that  there  were  fome  who  did  begin 
to  difcern  it  accordingly,  how  much  foever  their  notions  con- 
cerning the  firft  philofophy  had  been  corrupted,  and  the  ufe  of 
their  reafon  had  been  perverted  by  egyptian  and  eaftern  pre- 
judices. That  Anaxagoras  did,  we  cannot  doubt ;  and  the 
cenfure  Socrates  pafles  on  him  in  the  Phaedo,  makes  his  pa- 
negyric on  this  head. 

Democritus  pafTed  his  whole  life,  and  he  lived  to  be  more 
than  an  hundred  years  of  age,  in  a  conftant  application  to  ex- 
perimental philofophy.  But  few  there  were  then,  or  will  be 
at  any  other  time,  who  prefer  folitude  to  fociety,  leifure  to 
power,  knowledge  to  wealth,  and  filcnt  obfcurc  truth  to  talka- 
tive and  glittering  error,  as  this  philofbpher  did.  If  Plato 
had  followed  his  example,  he  might  have  made  poillbly  a  great 
revolution  in  the  philofophy  of  his  own  age,  and  might  have 
laid  pofterity  under  the  obligation  of  learning  from  him  the 
way  to  real,  inftead  of  being  mifled  by  him  into  chimerical, 
fcience.  He  might  have  flood  like  a  polar  ftar  to  direct  fu- 
ture generations  in  their  inquiries  after  truth,  inftead  of  becom- 
ing an  ignis  fatuus,  that  has  danced  before  their  eyes,  and 
has  led  them  into  error.  But  thofe  very  difpofitions  of  mind, 
and  that  very  character  which  hindered  Plato  from  following 
this  example,  procured  him  all  the  reputation  he  acquired,  and 
has  enjoyed  fo  long.  In  thofe  days,  as  in  ours,  philofophers 
fought  fame  rather  than  truth,  and  the  foolifh  applaufe  of  man- 
kind could  not  fail  to  ftrengthen  that  natural  biafs. 

The  greek  philofophers,  for  the  molt  part,  refembled  the 
greek  hiftorians  mentioned  by  Strabo.  Plato  did  fo  mod 
eminently.  The  hiftorians,  obferving  how  fond  their  country- 
men were  of  thofe  who  writ  fables,  turned  hiftory  into  ro- 

Vol.  IV.  T  mance, 
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mance,  and  ftudied  to  make  their  relations  marvelous  and 
agreeable,  with  little  regard  to  truth ;  in  which  they  were  en- 
couraged after  Alexander's  expedition  into  Afia,  by  the  dif- 
ficulty of  difproving  any  thing  they  laid  of  countries  fo  remote. 
Juft  ib  did  the  philofophers  in  general,  and  Plato  in  particu- 
lar. They  took  their  ideas  and  notions  fuperficially  and  inac- 
curately from  the  firft  appearances  of  things,  and  examined  and 
verified  them  as  little  as  the  others  did  facts.  Thefe  ideas  and 
notions  were  combined  and  compared  by  them  as  every  man's 
fancy  fuggefted:  and  they  had,  befides  thefe,  in  the  inex- 
hauftible  ftorehoufe  of  fancy,  as  many  "  entia  rationis"  as  might 
fupply  all  their  occafions.  Thus  the  greek  philofophy  became 
a  chaos  of  wild  difcordant  opinions  and  hypothefes,  concern- 
ing divine  and  human,  intellectual  and  corporeal  nature,  which 
could  neither  prove  themfelves,  nor  be  reconciled  to  one  another. 
They  were  the  various  offspring  of  imagination.  Of  imagina- 
tion that  affected  to  rove  in  the  divine  fphere,  that  of  poilibi- 
lity,  and  would  not  be  confined  to  the  human,  that  of  actua- 
lity. Thefe  philofophical  romances,  in  the  light  in  which 
they  appear  to  us,  may  be  compared  not  amifs  to  Am  ad  is  of 
Gaul,  to  Peirceforrest,  and  the  reft  of  thofe  heroical  legends, 
which  were  writ  in  defiance  of  hiftory,  chronology,  and  common 
fenfe,  as  the  others  were  in  defiance  of  nature,  and  real  knowledge, 
which  were  the  amufements  of  ignorant  ages,  and  which  are 
feigned  fo  agreeably  by  Cervantes  to  have  turned  the  brains 
of  Don  Quixote.  I  apprehend  that  few  of  them  had  even 
the  merit  which  la  Calprenede  claimed  in  favor  of  his  Caf- 
fandra ;  for  he  boafted  that,  among  the  fictions  it  contained, 
there  was  no  one  which  might  not  be  deemed  true  confiftent- 
ly  with  hiftory :  whereas  in  the  antient  philofophical  hypothe- 
fes, how  little  foever  we  know  of  them,  we  know  enough  to 
be  fure  that  there  were  many  opinions  advanced  abfolutely  in- 
confiftent  with  the  nature  of  things,    and  with  the  dictates  of 

right 
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right  reafon ;  fuch  as  were  not  only  unfupported  by  cither,  but 
as  were  contradicted  by  both. 

I  have  touched  already  the  principles  from  whence  all  this 
reafoning  madnefs  proceeded ;   for  there  is  fuch  a  thing :    and 
Buchanan  ufed  the  expreilion    "  gens  ratione  furens,"   very 
properly.      The  man,  who  walked  foberly  about  in  the  bedlam 
of  Paris,  and  believed  himfelf  God  the  father,  was  certainly 
mad :  and  yet  he  reafoned  extremely  well  when  he  affured  the 
company  that  the  other,  who  called  himfelf  God  the  fon,  was 
an  impoftor;   becaufe  he  who  was  the  father  knew  him   not, 
nor  had  ever  feen  him  in  heaven.      Thus  the  philofopher,  who 
is  in  fuch  hafte  to  arrive  at  general,    that  he  neglects  particular 
knowledge,  and  takes  a  bold  leap  from  a  few  clear  and  diftinct 
ideas  to  the  firft  principles  of  things,  how  well  foever  he  rea- 
fons,  is  mad.      Des   Cartes  was  mad,  whenever  he  did  fo: 
and  none  but  Fontenelle  would  have  made  it  a  proof  of  his 
fuperiority  over  Newton,  who  did  the  very  contrary.     Ideas 
may  be  clear  and  diftinct  in  the  mind,  and  yet  be  fantaftical ; 
or  have  only  metapyfical  reality.     But  fuppofe  them  as  real  as 
you  pleafe,  yet  to  make  them  proper  materials  of  general  know- 
ledge, we  muft  not  attempt  to  leap,  we  muft  go  ftep  by  ftep, 
and,  by  a  flow  gradation  of  intermediate  connecting  ideas,  from 
particulars  to  generals.      Befides,  if  we  fuppofe  all  the  ideas  we 
have  of  both  kinds  to  be  in  any  cafe  real,    yet  ft  ill  they  may 
not  be  fufficient,  fufficient  I  mean  in  number.     The  ftock  we 
have  may  ferve  to  eftablifh  one  general  axiom,  but  not  another, 
more  general,  which  we  endeavour  to  raife  upon  it.     In  fhort, 
he,  who  imagines  that  he  can  extend  general  knowledge  by 
the  force  of  pure  intellect  and  abftract  meditation,     beyond 
the  foundations  that  he  has  laid  in  particular  knowledge,  is 
juft  as  mad,    in  thinking  he  has  what  he  has  not,  as  he  who 
thinks  he  is  what  he  is  not.     He  is  juft  as  mad  as  the  architect 

T  2  would 
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would  be,  who  fhould  undertake  to  build  the  roof  of  the  houfe 
on  the  ground,  and  to  lay  the  foundations  in  the  air. 

It  is  not  enough  to  fay,  that  Plato  was  an  heroical  poet  j 
nor  after  Longinus,  that  he  derived  from  Homer,  as  from  a 
great  fource,  very  many  of  his  doctrines.  He  had  the  genius 
of  thofe  dithyrambic  poets,  who  were  faid  proverbially,  and 
with  allufion  to  their  extravagant  fallies  of  imagination,  never 
to  drink  water.  He  fpeaks  with  great  refpect  of  a  divine  fury, 
the  principle  of  fublime  metaphyseal  and  theological  know- 
ledge ;  and  he  was  fo  full  of  it  himfelf,  that  no  man,  a  little 
lefs  delirious  than  Marsilius  Ficinus,  and  a  little  lefs  fimple 
and  bigot  than  Dacier,  can  read  his  writings,  as  thofe  of  a 
philofopher  who  fought  truth  in  good  earneft,  and  meant  to 
inftrucl:,  rather  than  to  amufe.  Ficinus  owns  *,  fpeakingof 
the  language  of  this  philofopher,  that  "  he  raves  and  ram- 
"  bles,  obferves  no  order  like  other  men  in  his  difcourfe,  and 
"  appears  rather  to  be  fome  prieft  or  prophet,  who  raves  and 
"  expiates  and  tranfports  others  into  the  fame  fury,  than 
"  a  man  who  goes  about  to  inftrucV'  Quint ili an  -j-  fpeaks 
to  the  fame  effect:  and  even  Cicero,  as  partial  as  he  was,  is 
forced  to  confefs,  that  his  ftyle  was  rather  that  of  poetry  than 
of  profe.  Let  me  add,  that,  when  he  finks  from  thefe  ima- 
ginary heights  of  enthufiafm  and  falfe  fublime,  he  finks  down, 
and  lower  no  writer  can  fink,  into  a  tedious  focratical  irony,  in- 
to certain  flimfy  hypothetical  reafonings,    that  prove  nothing,, 

*  Ad  Laur.  Med.  prom. — furit  enim  interdum  atque  vagatur,  ut  vatcs,  et  or- 
dinem  interea  non  humanum  lervat,  fed  fatidicum  et  divinum;  neque  tam  docen- 
tis  perfonam  agit  quam  facerdotis  cujufdam,  atque  vatis,  partim  quidem  furentis, 
partim  vero  caeteris  expiantis,  et  in  divinum  furorem  fimiliter  rapientis. 

T  Multum  enim  fupra  profam  orationem,  &  quam  pedeftrem  Graeci  vocant, 
furgit,  ut  mihi  non  hominis  ingenio,  fed  quodam  delphico  vidcatur  oraculo  inllruc- 
tus.  1.  10.  c.  i^ 
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and  into  allufions  that  arc  mere  vulgarifms,  and  that  neither 
explain  nor  inforce  any  thing,  that  wants  to  be  explained  or 
inforced. 

As  the  founder  of  the  academy  drew  the  grotefque  of  his 
theology  and  metaphyfics  principally  on  the  canvafs,  that  Ho- 
mer  and  Pythagoras  had  fpread  for  him,  fo  it  feems  to  me, 
that  he  propofed  much  the  fame  objects  of  ambition  to  himfelf, 
as  the  Samian  did.  I  do  not  mean  to  make  any  ill-natured 
reflections  on  his  voyages  into  Sicily,  nor  on  his  intrigues  with 
Dion,  nor  to  infill  on  thofe  which  have  been  made.  If  he 
took  a  great  fum  of  money,  it  was  to  buy  books.  If  he  rode 
into  Syracufe  in  a  gilded  chariot,  drawn  by  four  white  horfes, 
and  with  all  the  pomp  of  a  triumph,  it  was  to  humor  the  ty- 
rant he  meant  to  reform.  If  he  obtained  a  diftricl:  of  coun- 
try in  Sicily,  as  Plotinus  did  fome  centuries  afterwards  in 
Italy,  it  was  with  the  fame  delign,  to  fet  mankind  an  example 
of  the  moft  perfect  form  of  government.  But  frill  we  muft  not 
think  him  as  free  from  ambition,  as  Socrates  feems  to  have 
been.  He  took  warning  indeed  from  the  examples  of  Pytha- 
goras and  of  Socrates.  One  taught  him  to  moderate  his 
political,  and  the  other  his  philofophical  zeal.  But  ftill,  with 
all  this  apparent  moderation,  he  had  an  ambition  as  real  as  any 
other,  though  compatible  with  moderation,  and  even  leaning 
on  the  appearances  of  it,  as  on  fo  many  necenary  fupports. 
There  is  an  ambition  that  burns  as  hotly  under  the  mantle  of 
a  philofopher,  or  the  cowl  of  a  monk,  as  in  the  breaft  of  an 
hero,  and  that  exerts  itfelf  as  effectually,  and  often  as  hurt- 
fully  to  mankind  as  the  other.  The  cell  of  Bernard,  or  that 
ofHiLDEBRAND,  even  before  he  got  the  papacy,  was  a  fcene 
of  as  much  intrigue,  and  as  many  ambitious  projects,  as  that 
of  Ferdinand  the  catholic,  or  of  Charles  the  fifth.  If  the 
characters  of  Dionysius  the  elder  and  the  younger  did  not  luf-. 


i+2         ESSAY     THE     SECOND. 

fer  Plato  to  regulate  the  government,  and  exercife  legislation 
in  Sicily,  nor  the  dotage  of  the  athenian  commonwealth  in  his 
own  country,  he  acquired  however  a  much  greater  dominion, 
than  that  of  Syracufe  or  of  Athens,  and  held  a  much  nobler 
and  higher  rank  than  that  of  tyrant  or  of  archon.  He  could 
not  perfuade  his  countrymen :  to  attempt  to  force  them  he 
thought  unlawful.  He  retired  therefore  into  the  academy, 
and  exercifed  in  that  retreat,  like  Bernard  in  his  monaftery, 
a  far  greater  power,  quietly  and  fafely,  than  any  that  princes, 
or  the  principal  men  in  commonwealths  could  boaft  of,  with  all 
the  trouble  and  danger  to  which  they  flood  continually  expofed 
in  their  public  life.  His  reputation,  and  the  authority  found- 
ed on  it  were  fuch,  that  appeals  were  made,  and  ambaffadors 
fent  to  him  from  different  people,  who  folicited  him  to  give 
them  laws ;  a  favor  he  beftowed  on  fome,  and  refufed  to 
others.  In  another  part  of  the  refemblance  between  Bernard 
and  him,  the  faint  indeed  outdid  the  philofopher  very  much. 
He  acquired  immenfe  wealth  to  his  order,  as  well  as  to  his  par- 
ticular convent.  Whereas  Plato  left  nothing  but  his  philo- 
iophy  to  the  philofophers  of  his  fed:,  in  general :  and  tho  he 
increafed  the  revenues  of  the  academy,  and  tho  the  cuftom 
of  obtaining  further  acquisitions  of  wealth  by  the  teftamenta- 
ry  difpolitions  of  perfons  who  defired  to  encourage  this  fchool, 
prevailed  from  his  time ;  yet  all  this  would  have  been  but  a 
mite  in  the  bernardine  treafury. 

In  the  laft  part,  which  I  mall  mention,  of  refemblance 
between  thefe  two  theologians,  the  pagan  had  vaftly  the  ad- 
vantage over  the  chriftian.  The  order  of  the  monks,  inftead 
of  maintaining  a  fuperiority  over  other  orders,  was  foon  loft  in 
the  crowd  of  them ;  or  if  diftinguifhed,  was  diftinguifhed  on- 
ly by  ignorance  and  luxury,  and  the  pomp  of  their  princi- 
pal men.    Whereas  the  fed  of  philofophers  did  not  only  eclipfe 

all 
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all  thofe  that  were  more  antient,  but  outfhine  and  outlaft  all 
that  were  cotemporary  or  of  later  inftitution.  It  fpread  into 
Afia  when  Alexander  carried  his  arms  thither,  and  into 
Egypt  under  the  aufpices  of  his  fucceflbrs.  Platonifm  return- 
ed back,  as  it  were,  to  thofe  nations  from  whom  the  doclrines 
of  it  had  been  derived  originally,  altered  indeed,  but  cafily 
known,  and  therefore  eagerly  embraced  by  the  true  parents ; 
becaufe  of  the  many  allegorical,  aenigmatical,  cabbaliftical, 
myftical  features  which  it  retained  of  the  family. 

I  do  not  believe  that  Plato  was  an  enthufiaft,  in  any  other 
fenfe  than  you  poets  affect  to  appear  fuch,  when  you  call  for 
infpiration  and  boaft  of  the  divine  fury :  and  I  could  fooner 
perfuade  my  felf  that  he  was  never  in  earneft,  than  .that  he 
was  always  fo  ;  for  which  opinion  I  fhall  give  you  my  reafons 
on  fome  other  occafion.  But  fure  it  is,  that  he  has  made  en- 
thufiafts  in  all  ages,  and  in  all  churches ;  in  the  chriftian 
church  particularly,  the  moft  feraphic  flints,  and  the  moft  ex- 
travagant heretics  :  of  all  which  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  fpeak 
more  at  large  elfewhere ;  for  as  this  philofbpher  had  a  place 
frequently  in  our  converfations,  the  mention  of  him  will  return 
frequently  in  thefe  eflays ;  which  are  repetitions  a  little  ex- 
tended of  the  former,  and  which  claim  fome  of  the  liberty  al- 
lowed in  the  former. 

Platonism  florifhed  in  Italy  as  well  as  in  Greece,  in  Afia, 
and  in  Egypt:  and  the  extravagant  encomiums  of  Socrates, 
Plato,  and  their  fchool,  which  we  find  fo  often  repeated  by 
Tully,  would  be  alone  fufficient  to  fhew  us  how  highly  this 
philofophy  was  efteemed  in  the  roman  commonwealth.  But 
tho  it  was  held  in  this  efteem,  I  think  that  it  had  received  at 
that  time  a  blow  which  made  it  no  longer  fit  to  be  propagated 
with  fuccefs,  as  it  was  then  taught.  It  was  become  a  philo- 
fophy 
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*ophy  for  fophifts  and  rhetors  only  ;  and  the  dogmatical  varnifh, 
which  had  impofed  at  firft,  being  taken  off  by  Arcesilaus 
and  Carneades,  there  remained  nothing  in  it  on  which  the 
minds  of  men,  that  feek  naturally  to  be  determined  and  fixed, 
could  reft  with  complacency.  Cuppeity  and  tableity,  thole 
ridiculous  abftractions,  which  Diogenes  laughed  at  Plato 
for  fuppofing,  had  paued  in  the  world ;  but  to  make  men 
doubt  of  the  exiftence  of  the  cup  and  the  table,  was  im- 
poffible. 

The  mod  abfurd  fyftem,  that  is  dogmatical,  will  prevail 
fooner  and  longer,  and  more  generally,  than  that  of  the  fe- 
cond  or  third  academy,  or  that  of  Pyrrho  did,  which  arole 
about  the  fame  time ;  and  the  dulleft  ftoician,  that  ever 
was,  would  have  perfuaded  men  to  affent  to  this  proposition, 
"  the  world  is  a  wile  being  *,"  as  readily  as  to  this,  in  a  bright 
funfhine,  "  it  is  now  light,"  much  fooner  than  Carneades 
would  have  perfuaded  them  to  lay  afide  all  claim  to  decision, 
and  to  confound  true  and  falfe  in  the  clafs  of  probability  f. 
It  is  not  worth  while  to  enter  into  any  nice  diftin&ion  that  may 
be  made  between  thefe  philofophies.  It  is  enough  for  our  pre- 
fent,  or  any  other  reafonable  purpofe,  to  confider  them  all 
together  as  the  iyftems,  if  they  can  be  called  iyftems,  of  men 
who  entertained  a.  perpetual  fulpenfion  of  mind,  denied  that 
any  certainty  was  to  be  had,  and  disputed,  at  moft,  about 
probability.  Such  a  man  as  Tully,  who  was  oftentatious 
of  his  eloquence,  might  very  naturally  take,  as  he  did,  this 
part  upon  him  §,      He  protefts  in  his  academical  queftions 

*  Nee  magis  approbabit  nunc  lucere nunc  mundum  efle  fapientem.     Cic. 

Acad.  Quaeft. 

-j-  Philofophiam  ■         quae  confundit  vera  cum  falfis  fpoliat  nos  judicio.     Ibid. 

§  Si  aut  oftentatione  aliqua  adduftus,  aut  ftudio  certa'ndi,  ad  hanc  potiffimum 
philofophiam  me  applicavi,  non  modo  ftukitiam  meam,  fed  etiam  mores,  et  natu- 
ram  condemnandam  puto. 

againft 


ESSAY     THE     SECOND. 


*45' 


againft  any  imputation  of  orientation  indeed ;  but  there  will 
be  no  uncharitablenefs  in  laying  much  more  weight  on  what 
fell  from  him  in  the  fecond  tufculan,  where  he  confefles,  that 
the  cuftom  of  difputing  for  and  againfl  every  thing  pleafed 
him  much,  becaufe  it  was  "  maxima  dicendi  exercitatio." 
In  fhort,  altho  the  academicians  chofe  a  much  more  eafy 
tafk,  when  they  undertook  to  refute  the  ftoicians  and  the 
epicureans,  and  every  other  dogmatic  feci,  than  that  of 
defending  the  apparent  dogmas  of  their  mailer  would  have 
been ;  yet  it  feems  to  me,  that  they  could  not  have  flood  long 
on  that  foot,  nor  have  acquired  the  fame,  which  thofe  mad- 
men, who  fucceeded  them  in  the  profeflion  of  platonifm,  ac- 
quired. 

Antiochus,  the  third  in  fucceflion  from  Carneades, 
and  the  laft  in  the  direct  academic  line,  began  to  deviate 
from  the  principle  and  conduct  of  Arcesilaus  improved  by 
Carneades  ;  and,  under  pretence  of  reviving  the  old  aca- 
demy and  genuine  platonifm,  he  taught  dogmatically  the 
doctrines  he  found  in  Elato,  and  blended  them  with  thofe 
of  the  portic  and  the  lyceum.  From  this  time,  the  falle  fub- 
lime  of  Plato  began  to  fpeak  more  flrongly  than  ever  to  the 
imagination,  to  the  affections  and  paiTions,  and,  aided  by 
the  quibbles  of  Zeno,  and  the  fubtilties  of  Aristotle,  in  a 
fhort  time  after  to  the  prejudices  of  mankind.  I  fpeak  thus 
generally,  becaufe  platonic  philofophy,  which  had  been  con- 
fined to  fchools  in  Greece,  in  Afia,  and  in  Egypt,  or  had  been 
cultivated  by  a  few  particular  genii  at  Rome,  became  fafhiona- 
ble  and  fpread  more  than  ever,  when  it  had  re-afTumed  the 
gawdy  drefs  of  which  it  had  been  (tripped  in  the  academy,  for 
feven  generations  of  philofophers  at  leafl.  If  the  roman  la- 
dies were  not  platonics  in  love,  they  were  fuch  in  philofophi- 
cal  fpeculation  :    and  the  emperors   Adrian,     Antoninus, 

Vol.  IV.  U  and 
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and  Marcus  Aurelius,  for  inftance,  were  as  fond  of  the 
philofophical  gown,  as  of  the  imperial  mantle.  Julian  was 
lb,  not  long  after  them,  to  a  degree  of  fanaticifm. 


SECTION     X. 

When  I  come  to  fpeak  of  authority  in  matters  of  religion, 
of  the  chriftian  particularly,  it  will  be  proper  to  {hew  how 
platonifm  was  incorporated  with  it  :  how  the  former  ferved 
to  deck  out  the  artificial  theology  grafted  on  revelation,  and 
how  the  latter  ferved  to  perpetuate  the  former.  Here  I  confi- 
der  platonifm  relatively  to  the  efFedls  it  has  had  on  fcience  in 
general ;  and  as  to  them,  I  fay,  that  they  have  perverted  the 
ufe  of  reafon,  and  corrupted  the  firft  elements  of  human 
knowledge,  or  fubftituted  fuch  as  are  fantaftical  in  the  place 
of  fuch  as  are  real.  Thefe  firft  elements  of  human  knowledge 
are  the  ideas  we  acquire,  according  to  the  eftablifhed  order  of 
human  nature,  from  the  very  dawn  of  life.  As  we  grow  up 
we  learn  of  courfe  to  examine,  to  compound,  and  to  compare 
thefe  in  fame  degree  or  other,  and  fufriciently  for  our  ordina- 
ry ufe  in  the  ftations  and  circumftances  of  life  wherein  we 
are  placed.  If  all  this  be  not  very  accurately  done,  as  it  is 
not  always,  and  perhaps  feldom,  there  arifes  very  rarely  any 
great  inconveniency  from  it.  But  the  cafe  becomes  extremely 
different  in  matters  of  higher  concern,  in  thofe  of  philofophy> 
and  of  the  firft  philofophy  efpecially.  The  more  complex, 
and  the  more  abftradt  our  ideas  and  notions  are,  the  more 
likely  are  we  to  frame  or  retain  them  ill,  the  confequence  of 
which  muff,  be  error  on  the  moft  important  fubjecls  that  can 
exercife  the  human  mind.  What  fhall  we  fay  then  of  a  writer, 
who  has  not  only  propagated  on  thefe  fubjefts  fantaftical  ideas 
and  notions  for  real,  with  an  impofing  air,  but  has  attempt- 
ed 
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ed  to  turn  mankind  out  of  the  way  of  framing  any  others  on 
every  fubject  ?  Shall  we  fay,  that  he  was  the  philofophical 
Homer  ?  We  /hall  trifle  cgregioufly  if  we  do.  Allufion, 
allegory,  metaphor,  and  every  part  of  figurative  ftyle  is  the 
poet's  language.  Figments  of  imagination  are  his  fubject. 
The  philofopher  may  fometimes  employ  the  former  cautioufly, 
and  under  much  controul :  the  latter  never.  Reafon  muft 
be  his  guide,  and  truth  alone  his  fubjecl:.  When  they  are  not 
fuch,  tho  he  keeps  the  name,  he  goes  out  of  the  character. 
He  is  guilty  of  fraud.  Plato  was  eminently  guilty  of  it,  and 
the  taint  has  defcended,  like  that  of  original  fin,  to  his 
pofterity. 

All  his  lineal  fucceflbrs  have  followed  the  example  he  fet 
them  in  feveral  forms,  according  to  their  feveral  talents. 
They  attempted  it  even  in  phyfics.  But  error  of  this  kind 
has  not  been  eflablifhed,  nor  fixed,  nor  fanctified.  Corporeal 
nature  affords  a  public  rtandard  obvious  to  fenfe,  and  by  which 
every  man  may  try  the  ideas  and  notions  of  another,  whether 
they  be  fantaftic  or  real ;  and  for  this  reafbn  phyfical  know- 
ledge has  been  in  almoft  a  conftant  courfe  of  improvement, 
the  errors  have  been  from  age  to  age  corrected,  and  the  fen- 
fible  phaenomena,  which  are  the  objects  of  it,  being  num- 
berlefs,  it  has  been  vaftly  extended,  as  well  as  afcertained,  in 
thefe  latter  ages.  Since  the  revival  of  experimental  philofo- 
phy,  fpeculative  whimfical  naturalifts  have  impofed  no  more 
than  Ovid,  who  did  not  mean,  nor  than  Lucretius,  who 
did  mean  to  impofe,  their  phyfics  for  true  philofophy. 

Plato  did  his  b'eft  to  difgrace  this  criterion,  and  to  perfuade 
men  not  to  trull  to  it,  even  to  verify  their  fimple  ideas  of  fenfible 
objects.  Metaphyfics  fuited  his  purpofe  better,  juft  as  an  half 
light  fuits  better  than  a  full  light  the  purpofe  of  one  who  has 

U   2  falfe 
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falfe  wares  to  vend.     We  have  indeed  in  our  minds  a  criterion 
of  fpiritual  nature,    and  of  matters  purely  intelligible.     But 
this  criterion  is  not  as  public,  and  as  common  to  all  men,  as 
the  other.     However  fantaftical,  inadequate,  or  confufed  and 
obfcure  the  ideas  and  notions  of  another  man  may  appear  to 
me,  he  is  at  liberty  to  affirm,  that  they  appear  quite  otherwife 
in  his  mind :  and  tho  I  may  not  believe  him,   I  cannot  contra- 
dict him.     What  can  I  fay  to  a  myftic,  who  boafts  of  fpecial 
grace,  and  divine  illuminations ;   or  to  a  metaphyfician,  who 
pretends  to  make  incomprehensible  abftractions,  and  to  clam- 
ber up  Plato's  myftic  ladder  from  opinion  to  knowledge,  the 
knowledge  of  immaterial  forms,    more  than  this,    I  perceive 
no  fuch  illuminations,  I  can  make  no  fuch  abftractions,   I  have 
no  fuch  ladder  ?    Thefe  divines  and  philofophers  are  flopped,, 
like  their   fellow-creatures,    on  the  very  outfkirts  of  the  in- 
tellectual world,  notwithstanding  their    boafts  :    and   if    they 
related  nothing  of  it  more  than  what   they  have  felt,  feen, 
and   known,     they  would   relate  nothing   more   than    other 
philofophical  travellers.     But   as   they  pretend  to  have  gone 
farther,  they  may  well  pretend  to  have  felt,,  feen,  and  known 
more., 

Plato  was  fuch  a  traveller,  and  the  father  of  philofophical 
lying  to  us,  who  are  not  acquainted  with  thofe  who  preceded 
him.  Thofe  who  preceded  him  might  neglect  an  exact  deter- 
mination of  ideas,  and  a  fteady  ufe  of  words,  the  figns  of  thefe 
ideas,  which  is  no  more  than  all  philofophers  are  apt  to  do.  But 
he  is  to  us  the  firft  who  taught  men,  inftead  of  diftrufting,  to 
renounce  their  fenfes  in  the  fearch  of  truth ;  and,  inftead  of 
taking  their  ideas  from  the  outward  impreftions,  and  inward 
fuggeftions  of  nature,  to  take  them  from  an  aflumed  region 
of  ideas  which  never  exifted  out  of  delirious  brains.  This 
doctrine,    that  poifons  fcience  to  the  very  roots,  is  in  part  (o 

abfurd* 
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abfurd,  and  in  part  fo  notorioufly  falfe,  that  we  may  juftly 
wonder  how  he  could  miftake  the  truth  in  one  cafe,  and  af- 
firm, if  he  really  meant  to  affirm,  and  expected  to  be  believ- 
ed, directly  againft  it  in  the  other.  That  we  cannot  have 
knowledge  of  fenfible  objects,  abfolute  knowledge,  a  know- 
ledge of  the  efTences  of  the  fubftances,  is  moft  true ;  not  for 
the  reafon  he  gives,  becaufe  they  are  in  a  perpetual  flux,  al- 
ways generating,  never  exifting :  but  becaufe  we  cannot  dif- 
cern  by  our  fenfes  their  inward  conftitutions  and  firft  quali- 
ties, nor  any  thing  more  than  their  effects  on  us.  Such  know- 
ledge is  relative  to  our  ftate,  and  would  not  be  the  lame  in 
another.  It  is  human  knowledge  :  no  more.  But  ftill  it  is 
one  kind  of  knowledge,  and  very  fufficient  for  us.  I  have 
not  an  opinion,  I  know  that  I  am  warmed  or  burned :  and  if 
chriftianity  had  been  never  publimed,  I  mould  have  known, 
not  believed  myfelf  to  be  a  man,  not  a  cock.  As  Male- 
branche,  who  was  tranfported  by  the  delirium  of  Pl  a  to,  by 
that  of  Des  Cartes,  and  by  his  own  all  at  once,  made  ufe  of 
faith  to  realife  fenfitive  knowledge  ;  fo  Plato  found  in  the  in- 
tellectual world  the  forms  and  eflences  of  fubftances,  as  well 
as  the  ideas  and  notions  that  we  have  of  mixed  modes  and  re- 
lations. All  thefe,  according  to  him,  were  fixed  and  perma- 
nent, eternal  exemplars  and  divine  entities,  and  therefore  the 
fole  objedts  of  fcience.  Reafon  was  placed  between  the  objects 
of  intellect  and  of  fenfe.  The  "  firft  belong  to  God,  and  to  fome 
"  of  the  elect  among  men  *."  When  reafon  rifes  up  to  the  firft, 
it  acquires  the  knowledge  of  things  divine  :  When  it  defcends 
to  the  latter,  it  is  filled  with  the  errors  of  opinion.  Science  is 
therefore  u  a  comprehenfion  of  things  divine  by  reafon  -f-." 
I  take  the  fubftance  of  what  is  here  faid  from  Marsilius  Fici- 
nus,  to  whofe  expofition  of  Plato's  meaning  there  can  be  no 

*  Intelledtus  autem  Dei  proprius,  et  paucorum  admodum  ele&orum  hominum. 
■f  Divinarum  rcrumcertacomprehenfia     Mars.  Ficm.  ep;  in  theaetetum. 

objection 
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obje&ion  made :  and  I  add,  that  if  I  took  the  whole,  the  jar- 
gon would  be  ftill  more  furpriiing. 

What  man,  who  was  not  in  the  delirium  of  a  metaphysical 
fever,  and  who  turned  his  eyes  coolly  and  foberly  inward,  has 
not  feen  that  we  know  nothing  of  fenfible  objects  but  what  our 
fenfes  difcover  to  us,  and  our  memory  retains  of  them  after 
they  are  difcovered :  and  that  all  thofe  ideal  entities,  the  ab- 
ftract  forms  of  them,  are  the  bold  fictions  of  imagination  ? 
Who  ever  reflected  on  the  operations  of  his  mind,  and  did  not 
perceive,  that  all  his  ideas,  or  complex  notions  of  mixed  modes 
and  relations,  are  the  creatures  of  the  mind,  who  puts  them 
together  for  her  ule  as  experience  and  obfervation  direci,  nay 
arbitrarily  if  me  pleafes ;  that  he  never  difcerned  them  any  where 
but  in  his  own  mind ;  that  they  are  of  mere  human  production, 
and  that,  as  they  are  often  varioufly  combined  or  compound- 
ed by  different  minds,  fo  they  are  feldom  preferved  in  any 
mind  ileadily  and  invariably?  Shall  we  be  afraid  then  to  fay, 
that  the  doctrine  of  ideas  in  Plato  is  abfurd  and  falfe,  and  that 
he  has  by  teaching  it  corrupted  the  firft  elements  of  knowledge  ? 
It  is  manifeft  that  he  has  done  fo:  too  manifeff.  to  be  denied, 
and  for  this  reafon  his  admirers  have  endeavoured  rather  to  ac- 
cuftom  mankind  to  the  abfurdity,  by  their  conftant  imitations 
of  it,  than  to  defend  it. 

Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  obferved,  and  much 
more  that  might  have  been  obierved,  to  fhew  the  fallacy  and 
impertinence  of  a  philofophy.  that  has  been  fo  long  admired, 
this  philofophy  has  rolled  down  a  torrent  of  chimerical  know- 
ledge from  pagan  and  chriftian  antiquity,  with  little  oppofition, 
and  fcarce  any  interruption,  to  the  prefent  age ;  for  which  reafon 
it  is  as  neceffary  to  expofe  the  futility  of  this  philofophy  now, 
as  it  would  have  been  many  centuries  ago.     Not  only  pagan, 

but 
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but  christian  theology  has  been  derived  from  Plato  in  great 
meafure ;  and,  as  ftrangely  as  that  may  found,  even  from  Ho- 
mer too,    if  he  imitated  Homer  as  much,    and  borrowed  as 
much  from  him  as  Longinus  and  others  of  the  antients  af- 
firm.    There  is  a  certain  marvelous  which  dazzles  and  feizes 
the  mind,    the  philofophical  as  well  as  the  unphilofbphical  ; 
and  the  man  who  thinking  he  underftands,  admires  his  own 
underftanding,    as  well  as  the  man  who  admires^  becaufe  he 
does  not  underftand.      This  gave  a  great  luftre  to  the  platonic 
philofophy :   and  is  employed  in  feafon  and  out  of  fealbn,     fo 
as  to  run  thro  almoft  every  part  of  it.      But  there  is  fomething 
more  to  be  obferved.      Plato  affected  to  write  fo  equivocally 
and  fo  inconfiftently,  according  to  the  different  fubjects,    and 
different  characters  of  interlocutors,   whom  he  introduces  in  his 
dialogues,  that  he  might  pafs  either  for  a  dogmatift,  or  a  fcep- 
tic.     The  latter  academy  took  this  hint:   but  they  followed  a 
middle  courfe,  denying  certainty  to  the  dogmatifts,  and  main- 
taining probability  againft  the  fceptics :   in  which  middle  courfe 
they  could  not,  however,  have  maintained  themfelves  long,  as  it 
has  been  obferved  already.      The  latter  platonicians  therefore 
aflumedthe  doftrines  of  their  matter  to  be  dogmatical,    taught 
them  with  all  their  own  improvements  as  fuch,  fucceeded  bet- 
ter, and  lafted  longer.     Thus  has  the  fame  of  this  fchool  been 
preferved,  and  the  philofophy  been  propagated,    under  diffe- 
rent forms  to  one  uniform  purpofe,    to  feduce  men  out  of  the 
precincts  of  real  knowledge. 


SECTION     XI. 


Not  only  curiofity  was  indulged,  but  vanity  was  gratified  by 
it.     An  identity  in  nature,  or  a  cognation,  as  the  learned  Cud- 
worth 
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worth  calls  it,  of  the  divine  and  human  mind  being  once 
eftablifhed,  it  is  no  wonder,  that  the  bounds  of  attainable  and 
unattainable  knowledge  were  confounded,  and  became  undif- 
cernible.  The  farther  we  carry  our  difcoveries  concerning 
the  animal  fyftem,  wherein  we  have  our  place,  the  more 
proofs  we  find  that  all  the  parts  of  it  are  full  of  life,  and  fenfe, 
and  intelligence,  in  an  inconceivable  variety  of  degrees,  but  in 
fome  degree  or  other:  and  Malebranche  had  reafbn  to  fay, 
"  lespetits  animaux  ne  manquentpas  aux  microfcopes,  comme 
"  les  microfcopes  manquent  aux  petits  animaux."  Now  the 
moral  effect  of  fuch  a  furvey  as  this  mould  be,  both  a  greater 
adoration  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  a  greater  humiliation 
of  ourfelves,  who  are  fo  clofely  connected  with  the  reft  of 
the  animal  kind.  But  the  prophane  aflumption  we  {peak  of 
here,  which  had  its  foundation  in  the  platonic  and  pythago- 
ric  fyftems,  tends  to.leflen  our  admiration  and  adoration  of 
the  Supreme  Being,  or  at  leaft  the  humiliation  of  our- 
felves, by  taking  our  thoughts  off  from  the  fenfible  connection 
between  us  and  other  animals,  and  by  applying  them  to  an 
imaginary  connection  between  the  divine  and  human  nature. 
There  are  no  anthropomorphites  I  think  left,  but  there  have 
been  men  among  the  moft  devout  theifts  of  paganifm,  and 
there  are  thofe  among  chriftian  philofophers  and  divines,  who 
join  God  and  man  as  abfurdly  by  a  fuppofed  iimilitude  of  in- 
tellect, knowledge,  and  manner  of  knowing,  as  thofe  heretics 
did  by  a  fuppofed  iimilitude  of  figure.  Vanity  has  not  only 
maintained  this  abfurdity  among  the  followers  of  Plato,  but 
fpread  it  among  thofe  of  different  iects.  I  will  not  turn  to  the 
extravagant  panages  of  this  fort,  that  are  to  be  found  in  the 
writings  we  have  of  the  latter  pythagorician  platonifts.  I  will 
mention  one  only  from  thofe  of  St.  Austin,  which  happens  to 
occur  to  my  memory,  and  may  ferve  "  inftar  omnium."  No- 
thing is  fuperior  to  the  human  foul,  fays  that  father,  but  God. 

"  Nihil 
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c<  Nihil  eft  potentius nihil  eft  fublimius.     Quicquid  fupra 

w  illam  eft  jam  creator  eft."  This  doctrine  the  faint  learned, 
as  he  learned  that  of  the  divine  logos,  from  Plato,  or  from 
thofe  madmen,  the  difciples  of  Pythagoras  and  Plato.  In 
fhort,  the  vanity  of  the  human  heart  indulged  itfelf  in  this  kind 
of  flattery  fo  much,  that  even  the  ftoics  borrowed  the  fame  no- 
tions. Human  reafon  is,  according  to  Seneca,  not  only  a  por- 
tion of  the  divine  fpirit  immerfed  in  body,  the  fame  in  God 
and  in  man,  with  this  fole  difference,  in  him  it  is  perfect,  in 
us  capable  of  perfection  * ;  but  it  was  an  axiom  of  that  fchool, 
that  the  foul  is  divine,  and  all  divine  natures  are  the  fame  -f- . 


Philosophers  being  thus  drawn,  in  their  own  conceit,  out 
of  that  clafs  of  beings  in  which  the  creator  had  placed  them, 
and  having  placed  themfelves,  according  to  their  own  good 
pleafure,  and  without  any  other  claim  to  it  than  arbitrary  af- 
fumption,  in  a  fort  of  middle  ftate,  at  leaft,  between  God  and 
man,  in  which  too  they  pretended  themfelves  able  to  place 
others  by  certain  metaphyseal  noftrums,  thefe  mountebanks 
and  their  zanis  were  eafily  induced  to  imagine,  that  fince  their 
fouls  were  immortal,  and  participant  of  the  divine  nature,  they 
were  capable  of  knowledge  of  all  kinds,  and  of  wifdom  more 
than  human,  even  whilft  they  wore  the  garb  of  humanity. 
Believing  themfelves  wrapped  up  in  pure  intellect,  whilft 
they  were  in  truth  tranfported  by  mere  imagination,  they  af- 
fiimed  their  knowledge,  like  their  nature,  to  be  divine.  Clogged 
by  bodies,  and  confined  for  a  time  to  this  inferior  fyftem,  they 
could  not  enjoy  the  full  prerogatives  of  their  own,  nor  attain 
complete  abfolute  knowledge.     But  ftill  they  enjoyed  and  ex- 


*  In  corpus  humanum  parsdivini  fpiritus  merfa 

nis.     In  illis  confummata  eft.     In  nobis  confummabilis. 


diis  hominibufquc  commu- 


f  Divinorum  una  natura  eft. 

Vol.  IV. 


X 


ercifed 
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ercifed  thefe  prerogatives  in  a  good  degree,  clogged  and  confin- 
ed as  they  were,  when  they  abftracted  their  fouls  from  their 
bodies,  by  fpiritual  exercifes  and  profound  meditation,  and 
rofe  by  this  abftraction  in  pure  intellect  up  to  contemplate  the 
divine  ideas,  and  to  know,  if  not  as  much  as  God,  yet  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  much  more  than  other  men.  Plotinus,  who 
was  fo  afhamed  to  wear  a  body,  that  he  would  never  fuffer 
any  picture  of  it  to  be  drawn,  had  been  ravifhed  more  than 
once,  as  Porphyry  affirms,  to  an  union  with  the  fupreme  in- 
telligence, and  he  himfelf  had  been  fo  once.  It  was  not  hard 
for  fuch  philofophers  to  believe,  and  to  make  it  believed,  that 
the  knowledge  unattainable  by  others  was  attainable  by  them, 
and  that  whilft  ordinary  perfons,  incumbered  by  body,  and 
groveling  on  earth,  acquired  with  much  pains  a  little  particu- 
lar knowledge,  they  had  the  metaphyseal  fecret  of  rifing  to 
univerfals. 

Such  as  thefe  were  the  men,  who  iiliiing  from   the  fchools 
of  pythagoric  and  platonic  philofophy,     difturbed  the  progrefs- 
of  real  knowledge,  and  by  flattering  the  vanity  of  the  human 
mind,    turned  it  to  fantaftical.     Heathens  adopted  thefe  noti- 
ons the  more  eafily,  becaufe  they  had  already  adopted  thofe   of 
geniij  of  daemons,  of  celeftial  and  fuperceleftial  gods,    who 
formed  a  chain  of  intelligence  from  the  human  up  to  the  fu- 
preme. Chriftians  too  might  adopt  them  the  more  readily,   be- 
caufe they  had  other  as  undetermined  ideas  of  cherubim  and 
feraphim,  of  thrones,   principalities,  powers,    and   virtues,    of 
archangels  and  angels,  of  three  hierarchies,  and  nine  choirs  of 
celeftial  fpirits,  figments  of  crackbrained  enthufiafts,    fuch  as 
Denys  the  areopagite,  and  the  fchohr  of  St.  Paul,     if  in  truth 
there  was  any  fuch  perfon,    and  if  fome  pious  knave   did  not 
forge  the  book  and  an  author  for  it.  Thefe  notions  might  ferve,, 
as  well  as  thofe  of  the  heathens,  to  form  an  intellectual  chain,, 

and 
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and  a  fhort  gradation  of  intelligence  from  God  to  man.     But 
orthodox  Chriftians  had  no  need  of  any  fuch  chain.   They  knew 
by  the  fcriptures,   that  the  correfponclence  between  God  and 
man  was  often  immediate  and  even  intimate  and  familiar  with 
his  elect,   and  with  fuch  purified  fouls  as  were  prepared  for  it. 
They  found  in  the  old  teftament  one  example  of  a  patriarch 
tranflated  very  corporeally  into  heaven,    and  one  in  the  new  of 
an  apoftle  ravifhed  thither,   he  knew  not  how.      But  the  whole 
tenor  of  the  facred  writings  represented  the  Supreme  Being,    in 
frequent  conference  with  his  creatures,    God   covenanting,    or 
making  bargains  with  man,  and  man  with  God ;   God  holding 
the  language  of  man,  reafoning,   arguing,  expoftulating,   in  a 
very  human  manner,   animated  by  human  affections,    and  ap- 
pealing to  human  knowledge.      In  fhort,   they  believed  farther, 
on  the  fame  authority,  that  the  word,    the  wifdom  of  the  fa- 
ther, the  very  God,  had  been  incarnated  here  on  earth,  allum- 
ed  an  human  body,   lived  like  a  man  with  men,     and  died  at 
once  by  their  hands  and  for  their  fakes.      It  could  not  be  hard 
furely  for  thofe  who  believed  all  this,   and  who  were  accuftomed 
to  think  in  this  manner  of  the  divinity,   to  be  perfuaded,    that 
God  knew  by  the  help  of  ideas,  like  man,    fb   clofe  was  the 
analogy  between  their  natures,   that  there  were  two  regions  of 
ideas,  the  one  of  ideas  of  fenfe,  the  other  of  ideas  of  pure  in- 
tellect ;   that  the  former  being  nothing  more  than  reprefentati- 
ons  of  appearances,  and  relative  folely  to  the  fyffcem  in  which 
they  arofe,    nothing  more  could  be  acquired  by  them  than 
probability,  and  opinion  founded  on  it,    fufficient  indeed  for 
vulgar  ufe,  tho  not  fo  for  philofbphical  purpofes ;   but  that  minds 
illuminated  by  philofophy  could  rife  to  the  higher  region    in 
which  alone  certainty  and  fcientifical  knowledge  were  to  be  ac- 
quired by  contemplating  thofe  intellectual  ideas,    abftradt  na- 
tures, eternal  effences,  incorporeal  fuhftances,    and  all  the  ob- 
jects of  metaphyiics. 

X   2  From 
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From  fuch  fantaftical  notions  we  know,  that  men  fet  out  in 
fearch  of  fantaftical  knowledge  above  two  thou  {and  years  ago, 
and  how  much  fooner  we  cannot  fay.  In  hopes  of  reaching 
unattainable,  they  neglected  attainable  knowledge,  fcorned  to 
confine  themfelves  to  that,  to  which  they  were  confined  by 
the  author  of  nature,  and  attempting  to  rife  above  the  level  of 
humanity,  they  funk  below  it ;  for  they  furely  are  below  it,  who 
imagine  themfelves  to  be  what  they  are  not,  to  have  knowledge 
where  they  can  have  none,  and  to  want  it  where  it  lies  open 
to  their  induftry. 

It  would  have  been  no  agreeable  attempt  in  thole  days,  nor 
is  it  a  welcome  one  in  thefe,  to  fix  the  bounds  of  attainable  and 
unattainable  knowledge.  The  philofophers  we  fpeak  of  are  as 
ridiculous  in  a  quite  contrary  fenfe,  as  the  learned  mandarins  of 
the  Chinefe.  The  mandarins  had  decided,  that  China,  a  part 
of  Tartary,  the  other  ftates  that  lay  round  them,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring iflands  contained  the  whole  world.  They  knew  no 
other,  they  inquired  after  no  other,  and  were  aftonifhed  there- 
fore when  thejefuits  fhewed  them  a  map  of  the  two  hemifpheres. 
The  philofophers  remain  unacquainted  with  their  own  country, 
and  inquire  little  about  it,  or  about  thofe  that  lie  neareft  to  it. 
They  are  wholly  taken  up  with  imaginary  countries  at  an  im- 
menfe  diftance,  where  they  never  were,  and  concerning  which 
they  can  have  no  intelligence  from  any  that  have  been  there. 
But  the  abfurdity  of  abfurdities  is  this.  They  pronounce  dog- 
matically, and  they  pretend  to  demonftrate  when  they  fpeak  of 
thefe  unknown  countries,  and  they  fink  into  doubt  and  hypo- 
thefis  when  they  fpeak  of  their  own. 

Could  philofophers  have  been  perfuaded  to  analiie  the  hu- 
man mind,  to  examine  intuitively  the  faculties  of  it,    and  to 

compare- 
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compare  them  with  the  objects  of  their  inquiry,  the  extra- 
vagant notions  fpoken  of  might  have  been  foon  exploded, 
the  progrefs  of  fantaftical  knowledge  might  have  been  Hopped 
early,  and  that  of  real  knowledge  might  have  been  advanced 
without  interruption. 

But  the  ill  ftar  of  knowledge  contrived  to  render  this  im- 
practicable. It  has  been  faid,  that  Aristotle  was  an  un- 
grateful fcholar  to  his  mafter  Plato.  It  may  be  fo.  But  this 
obligation,  at  leaft,  the  mafter  had  to  the  fcholar.  The  fcholar 
raifed  a  mift  that  hindered  men  from  difcerning,  as  they  might 
have  done  fooner  or  later,  the  abfurdity  of  his  philofophy  : 
and  this  mift  continued  thickening  before  the  eyes  of  men  for 
many  ages.  The  Romans  were  far  from  correcting  and  im- 
proving the  greek  philofophy.  They  contented  themfelves  to 
tranflate  and  imitate :  and  the  fame  fervile  manner  of  philofo- 
phifing  was  followed  after  the  refurrection  of  letters.  A  ridi- 
culous veneration  for  Plato  revived  with  them  :  and  Aris- 
totle maintained  in  the  fchools  the  empire  he  had  ufurped 
every  where  during  the  dark  ages  of  gothic,  of  arabian,  and 
of  ecclefiaftical  barbarity.  The  antient  fathers  of  the  church 
had  recommended  thefe  two  philofophies  fufficiently  to  more 
modern  doctors,  by  their  example  and  writings.  But  Aris- 
totle had  helped  to  defend  what  Plato  had  helped  princi- 
pally to  eftablifh,  and  as  defence  grew  more  and  more  necef- 
fary  from  age  to  age,  fo  the  reputation  and  authority  of  Aris- 
totle, which  were  great  in  the  mahometan,  feemed  to  rife 
above  thofe  of  Plato  in  the  chriftian  fchools  of  philofophy  : 
or  at  leaft  to  be  more  employed  in  them.  I  am  not  ignorant 
that  many  paffages  of  the  fathers  and  other  chriftian  writers 
may  be  cited  againft  the  peripatetic  philofophy.  But  thefe 
paffages  ferve  only  to  multiply  proofs,  that  thefe  venerable  per- 
fons  were  apt  to  contradict  one  another,  and  even  themfelves.. 

Cardinal 


158  ESSAY     THE     SECOND. 

Cardinal  Palavicini  was  very  angry  with  father  Paul  for 
faying,  when  he  fpeaks  of  the  fixth  feilion  of  the  council  of 
Trent,  wherein  fo  much  ufe  was  made  of  the  diftinctions  of  the 
ftagyrite,  *  that  without  this  afliftance  "  wc  mould  have  had 
"  many  articles  of  faith  the  lefs."  The  cardinal  denies  the 
fact  fo  little,  that  he  juftifies  the  proceeding  by  the  example  of 
thofe  antient  councils,  who  did  the  fame  when  they  diftin- 
guifhed  fo  nicely  fubftance,  perfon,  and  hypoftafis.  I  know 
not  whether  it  be  true,  tho  I  incline  to  believe  it  if  Melan- 
cthon  faid  it,  that  the  ethics  of  Aristotle  were  read  public- 
ly in  fome  churches  inftead  of  the  gofpels.  But  every  one 
knows,  that  he  and  his  philofophy  have  been  fpoken  of  by 
great  divines  and  moft  devout  perfons  of  the  chriftian  and  ma- 
hometan  churches,  in  terms  fo  hyperbolical,  that  they  are  blaf- 
phemous. 

By  fuch  combinations  of  circumftances,  and  by  others  that 
were  favorable  to  the  ariftotelian  philofophy,  a  jargon  of  words, 
that  feemed  to  explain,   without  explaining,  and  the  rules  of 
a  dialectic,  that  feemed  to  prove,  and  that  did  prove  indifferent- 
ly either  in  favor  of  truth,  or  of  error,    took  up  the   whole 
attention    of    philofophers,    and    rendered    it    impoilible    for 
them    to    make    any  advances  in   learning  and  knowledge. 
All  the  rational  powers  of  the  ftrongeft  minds  were  fo  mif- 
applied,    that   giants  employed  themfelves  in  picking  ftraws ; 
and  men,   whofe  intellectual  fight  might  be  compared  to  that 
of  Lynceus,  wandered  about  in  a  metaphyfical  and  logical 
mift,  always  in  fearch  of  truth,  finding  it  feldom,  and  miftaking 
often  even  error  for  it.     Fantaftical  ideas,  new  invented  words, 
and  new  applications  of  old  words  put  into  a  quaint  fyllogifti- 
cal  form,  made  up  the  fum  of  the  mirabilia,  the  inopinata, 
and  the  paradoxes  of  the  ftoics.     Much  in  the  fame  manner 

*  Noi  mancavamo  di  molti  articoli  di  fede.    Hift.  del  con.  trid.  1.  2. 

did 
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did  fchoolmen  proceed  in  fubtilifing  their  ideas  and  notions, 
and  in  turning  and  winding   them  by  rules  of  art,  without 
any  concern  to  compare  them  with  nature,  and  to  verify  and 
fix  them  by  what  is.     The   confequence  has  been,  that  altho 
much  of  the  cant  of  the  fchools  is  laid  afide,   yet  many  fan- 
tastical  or   undetermined  ideas  and  notions,    and  many  un- 
meaning words,  or  words  of  vague  fignification,   which  grew 
into  uie,  or  were  confirmed  in  ule  then,  impofe  ftill ;   and  that 
even  fome  of  our  fineft  writers  banter  themfelves  and  others 
with   them.      It  inuft  not  be  imagined,   that  he  who  reafons, 
or  feems  rather  to  reafon  clofely  and  eonfequentially,  has  there- 
fore truth  always  on  his  fide.      To  be  fure  of  this,    we  muft 
be  fure  that  his  words  have  ideas  and  notions  perceivable  by  us,, 
attached  to  them ;   we  muft  be  fure  that  all  thefe  are  fteadily 
employed,  and  we  muft  be  able,   by  a  careful  analyfe  of  the 
ideas  and  notions,    where  there  is  the  leaft  room  for  doubt,, 
to  difcern  whether  they  arc  fantaftical  or  real,  and  adequate 
and  complete,    clear  and  diftinct,    or  the  contrary,  relatively 
to   the  fubjecls  about  which  they  are  employed.      If  we  do 
this,  we  fhall  be  neither  (educed  by  declamation,  nor  deceiv- 
ed by  argumentation.     Some  writers  impofe,  as  fairies  and  en- 
chanters in  romances  are  faid  to  have  done ;   but  if  we  do  this, 
their  charms  will  be  broke,  and  either  nothing,  or  fomething 
extremely   abfurd  or   weak  will  appear,  where  a  Stupendous 
and  folid  pile  prefented  itfelf  to  our  firft  fight.     If  we  neg- 
lect this,    not  only  Malebranche,  or  the  bifhop  of  Cloyne, 
thofe   excellent  poets,  may  lead  us  agreeably   "  per  ambages 
"  deorumque  minifteria,"    thro  fuch  mazes  of  error  as  none 
but  the  brighteft  genii  are  able  to  contrive ;  but  your  ghoft- 
ly  father,  if  you  had   one,  might  undertake  to  convince  you 
by  dint  of  logic,  that  when  he   affirms  the  fame  body  to  be 
at  the  fame  inftant  in  different  places,  he  is  far  from,  affirming* 
that  the  fame  body  is  and  is  not  in  the  fame  place. 

S  EC- 
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It  will  found  oddly  to  fome  ears,  that  the  right  ufe  of  rea- 
fon,  and  the  right  conduct  of  the  understanding  in  the  invefti- 
gation  of  truth,  and  the  acquisition  of  real  knowledge,  is  a 
very  late  difcovery  ;  and  yet  nothing  is  more  certain.  It  was 
not  near  fo  foon  after  the  resurrection  of  letters,  as  it  might 
have  been  expected,  that  the  fantastical  and  fafhionable  phi- 
lofophy  of  Plato  and  Aristotle  began  to  be  exploded. 
Little  by  little,  however,  there  arofe  men,  who  made  this 
ufe  of  the  light  that  increafed  gradually  in  the  orb  of  fcience. 
There  were  fome  essays  made,  faintly,  diffidently,  and  occa- 
sionally at  firft,  like  thofe  of  men,  who  emerging  out  of 
darknefs,  were  dazzled  as  well  as  enlightened,  or  of  men 
who  were  fenfible  that  they  might  suffer  for  faying,  that 
they  had  feen  what  they  had  feen,  or  that  they  knew  what 
they  knew,  in  opposition  to  the  confirmed  prejudices  of  man- 
kind. Others  followed  with  greater  affurance,  like  men  born 
in  the  light,  whofe  eyes  were  able  to  bear  a  greater  effulgence 
of  it,  and  who  besides  this  had  lefs,  for  even  they  had  fbme- 
thing  to  fear  from  ecclesiastical,  abetted  by  civil  power. 
One  of  thefe,  and  the  firft  that  deferves  to  be  named  in  this 
roll,  was  our  Verulam,  that  aftonifhing  genius,  who  durst 
form  the  design  of  rebuilding  fcience  from  the  foundations. 
I  prefume  not  to  fay  how  near  he  brought  this  design  to  bear, 
nor  how  practicable  he  left  it.  But  this  I  may  fay,  that  the 
foundations  were  ill  laid  before  his  time,  and  that  he  laid,  on 
the  rock  of  nature  and  truth,  fuch  as  can  alone  support  this 
building.  The  meaneft  cottage,  that  art  ever  raifed,  can  reft 
on  no  other  fafely,  and  the  moft  stupendous  pile  of  philofo- 
phical  fyftems  may  reft  on  thefe  immoveably.    Whatever  efteem 

he 
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he  was  tempted  to  think,  by  a  review  of  their  fcattered  re- 
mains, that  the  more  antient  philofophers  of  Greece  might  de- 
ferve,  he  considered  the  works  of  Plato  and  of  Aristotle, 
which  have  been  alone  preferved,  as  the  bane  of  philofophy. 
They  had  been  followed  fervilely  from  their  own  age  to  his, 
by  which  means  they  had  flood  as  barriers  againft  all  improve- 
ment, and  the  poifonous  fprings  they  had  opened  continued 
to  infect  all  the  {beams  of  knowledge.  He  attempted,  there- 
fore, to  depofe  thefe  tyrants  in  philofophy,  and  to  draw  men 
off  from  the  enthufiafm  of  one,  and  the  fophiftry  of  the 
other,  from  the  contemplation  of  confufed  and  ill  abstracted 
ideas  and  notions,  and  from  a  wanton,  not  to  fay  a  frau- 
dulent, ufe  of  words,  to  the  contemplation  of  nature,  and  a 
ftrict  regard  to  things.  The  very  firft  aphorifm  of  the  no- 
vum organum  ftates  the  only  true  object  of  human  know- 
ledge, and  limits  that  which  every  man  may  be  faid  to  have  ac- 
quired, to  what  he  has  difcovered  of  nature  by  obfervation  and 
experience  *. 

Human  knowledge,  to  be  real,  muft  be  derived  from,  and 
tried  by  what  really  is,  according  to  my  lord  Bacon  and  to 
truth :  and  he  was  fo  far  from  indulging  the  licentious  ufe 
which  philofophers  make  of  that  dangerous  power  of  the  mind, 
the  power  of  imagining  what  may  be,  and  of  erecting  hypo- 
thefes  into  lyftems  of  knowledge,  that  he  infifts  on  the  neceflity, 
not  that  we  mould  doubt  of  every  thing,  but  that  we  mould 
examine  every  thing,  that  we  mould*  purge  our  minds  of  all 
thofe  idols,  as  he  ftyles  them,  thofe  falfe  and  fuperricial  notions 
that  are  taken  from  vulgar  opinion,  and  at  beft  from  philoso- 
phical rumor,  which  were  the  foundations  of  platonilm,  tho 
Plato  ufed  fome   fort  of  induction,  and  of  peripateticifm ; 

*  Homo  naturae  minifter,  et  interpres  tantum  facit  et  intelligit,  quantum  de  natu- 
rae ordine,  re,  vel  mente,  obiervaverit :  nee  amplius  fcit,  aut  potelt. 

Vol.  IV.  Y  and 
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and  finally,  that  the  mind  being  thus  prepared  to  receive  the 
direct  or  reflected  rays  of  truth,  we  mould  not  reject,  but 
aflift  and  controul  fenfe  in  a  courfe  of  learned  experience, 
abllradt  our  notions  from  things  with  the  utmoft  accura- 
cy, and  proceed,  as  far  as  we  can  proceed,  in  the  fame 
manner,   to  aphorifms  and  axioms  more  and  more  general. 

Whilst  the  fame  of  this  great  man  was  freiri,  and  his 
works  were  in  every  learned  hand  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
Des  Cartes  arofe,  another  luminary  of  the  philofophical 
world,  and  I  could  eafily  fufpect  that  my  lord  Bacon's  writ- 
ings v/ere  not  unknown  to  him;  for  as  little  as  it  is  pretend- 
ed he  ufed  to  read,  he  did  not  difdain  to  borrow  from  authors 
oi  inferior  note,  of  the  fame  country :  and  they  who  repay 
with  ample  intereft,  like  Des  Cartes,  into  the  common 
flock  of  learning,  need  not  be  afhamed  to  borrow  fometimes. 
The  french  philofopher,  like  the  englifh,  made  clear  and 
diftincT:  ideas  the  neceflary  materials  of  knowledge.  But  then, 
as  he  left  this  important  article  too  general  and  too  loofe,  fb 
whilft  he  built  up  truth  with  one  hand,  he  laid  a  foundation 
for  infinite  error  on  the  other.  He  difarmed  the  fcholaftics  ; 
but  he  furnifhed  arms  to  the  myftics.  Befides  clear  and  dif- 
tincT ideas,  he  admits  a  certain  inward  fentiment  of  clearnefs 
and  evidence.  The  word  fentiment  is  applied  in  the  french 
language  fb  varioufly  and  fo  confufedly,  that  it  becomes  often 
equivocal.  But  fince  it  is  diftinguimed,  on  this  occasion, 
from  idea,  it  muft  be  meant  either  to  fignify  that  immediate 
perception  which  the  mind  has  of  fome  felf-evident  truth,  in 
which  cafe  it  is  not  a  principle  of  knowledge,  but  knowledge 
itfelf,  intuitive  knowledge  ;  or  elfe  it  muft  be  meant  to  fig- 
nify that  apparent  evidence  wherewith  notions  and  opinions 
enter  into  the  mind  of  one  man,  that  are  not  accompanied 
with  the  fame  evidence,  nor  received  in  the  fame  manner,  in 
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the  mind  of  another.  Now  in  this  cafe,  the  lively  inward 
fcnt'iment  of  Des  Cartes  is  nothing  better  than  that  ftrong 
permafion,  wherewith  every  cnthufiaft  imagines  that  lie  fees 
what  he  does  not  fee,  hears  what  he  does  not  hear,  feels 
what  he  does  not  feel,  and,  in  a  word,  perceives  what  he 
does  not  perceive.  If  any  thing  elfe  be  meant  by  fentiment, 
thus  diilinguifhed  from  idea,  as  a  principle  of  knowledge,  I 
confefs  my  fell  unable  fo  much  as  to  guefs  what  it  is.  But 
notwithstanding  this,  Des  Cartes  holds  an  high  rank  among 
thofe  benefactors  to  mankind  in  the  advancement  of  know- 
ledge, who  freed  human  reafon  from  the  chains  of  authority. 
He  improved  natural  philofophy  by  geometry,  and  geometry 
by  algebra  :  in  which  refpecl:,  he  fhewed  the  way  to  our  New- 


ton. 


Gassendi  was  another  of  thefe  reformers  of  philofophy, 
and  the  reftorer  of  the  atomfcal  dodlrine.  He  expoled,  even 
to  ridicule,  the  dialectics  of  Aristotle  :  he  difarmed  the 
peripateticians  of  thefe  enchanted  weapons,  and  would  have 
completed,  by  his  vi&ories  over  them,  the  fubverfion  of  their 
long  eftablifhed  empire,  if  he  had  not  apprehended,  with  reafon, 
enemies  much  more  formidable  than  mere  philofophers,  be- 
cause armed  with  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  power.  It  is  this  fear, 
which  has  hindered  thole  who  have  combated  error  in  all  ages, 
and  who  combat  it  flill,  from  taking  all  the  advantages  which 
a  full  exposition  of  the  truth  would  give  them.  Their  adver- 
faries  triumph,  as  if  the  goodnefs  of  their  caufe  had  given  them 
the  victory,  when  nothing  has  prevented  their  entire  defeat, 
and  reduced  the  conteft  to  a  drawn  battle,  except  this,  that 
they  have  employed  arms  of  every  kind,  fair  and  foul,  with- 
out any  referve ;  whilft  the  others  have  employed  their  offen- 
sive weapons  with  much  referve,  and  have  even  blunted  their 
edge  when  they  ufed  them. 

Y  2  If 
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If  it  was  my  defign  to  {peak  of  all  thofe,  who  have  advanced 
real  knowledge  in  all  its  parts,  fince  the  refurrection  of  let- 
ters, beyond  fuch  of  the  antients,  at  leaft,  as  we  are  ac- 
quainted with,  the  roll  would  be  a  long  one.  But  my  inten- 
tion being  to  fpeak  of  thofe  alone,  who  have  ftudied  the  hu- 
man mind,  rectified,  or  pretended  to  rectify,  the  errors  of 
it,  and  thereby  improved,  or  pretended  to  improve,  our  rea- 
fon,  I  mail  content  my  felf  to  mention  two  that  are  the  bell 
known  to  me.  Mr.  Locke,  and  the  author,  perhaps  I  mould 
fay  authors,  of  the  logic  of  Port  royal. 

The  firft  fteps  towards  a  right  conduct  of  the  underftanding, 
and  a  juft  difcernment  of  unattainable  knowledge,  and  of 
that  which  is  attainable,  in  different  kinds  and  degrees,  are 
an  accurate  analyfe  of  the  mind,  a  careful  review  of  the  in- 
tellectual faculties,  as  well  feparately  as  in  their  cooperations, 
and  an  attentive  obfervation  of  the  whole  intellectual  proce- 
dure, natural  and  habitual,  as  it  has  been  hinted  already. 
When  this  is  well  and  truly  done  by  any  writer,  the  reader 
will  feel  confcioufly  that  it  is  fo ;  for  he  will  perceive  the 
phaenomena  of  his  own  mind  to  be  fuch  as  they  are  reprefent- 
ed,  and  he  will  recollect,  that  the  fame  things  have  pafTed 
there,  tho  he  has  not  always,  or  at  all  obferved  them.  This 
happens  to  me  when  I  read  the  effay  on  human  underftand- 
ing.  I  am  led,  as  it  were,  thro  a  courfe  of  experimental  phi- 
losophy. I  am  fhewn  my  felf;  and  in  every  inftance  there  is 
an  appeal  to  my  own  perceptions,  and  to  the  reflections  I  make 
on  my  own  intellectual  operations.  I  know  that  this  method 
is  difagreeable  to  fbme,  and  I  am  not  furprifed  that  it  mould 
be  fo.  There  are  thofe  who  think  they  do  not  want  it  r  and 
they  are  thofe  who  want  it  moft.  There  are  thofe  likewife  who 
fear  it;  becaufe  they  apprehend  that  analyfe  of  ideas  and  notions, 
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that  comparifon  of  them  with  the  real  nature  of  things,  and 
that  fteady  precision  in  the  ufe  of  words,  whicli  would  reduce 
many  a  dogmatic  fyftem  to  pafs  for  nothing  better  than  a  fanci- 
ful hypothecs,  as  it  really  is. 

The  logic  of  Port  royal  will  fuit  fuch  perfons  as  thefc,  and 
efpecially  thofe  of  the  lecond  fort  much  better.     In  whatever 
language  or  country  this  treatife  had  been  publimed,  it  would 
have  appeared  to  be  not  an  art  of  thinking,    but  an  art  of 
thinking  conformably  to  chriftian  doctrines,    and  to  thofe  of 
Rome  particularly.     It  is  contrived  to  mangle  and  diftort  hu- 
man reafon,  fo  as  to  proportion  it,   I  do  not  fay  to  revelation, 
but  to  theology ;   tho  theology  fhould  be  proportioned  to  rea- 
fon :   and  I  add,   that  if  reafon  could  be  made  by  abufe  to  ferve 
the  purpofes  of  this  theology,  it  might  be  made  by  no  greater, 
nay  by  the  very  fame  abufe,  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  any  other, 
pagan  or  mahometan.     Now  this  proceeding  is  unfair :    and 
he  who  holds  it  means  to  deceive,  not  to  inftrud:.      The  true 
art  of  thinking  mult,  be  the  fame  among  all  mankind,  fince 
their  intellectual  fyftem,  and  the  things  of  nature  from  which 
their  ideas  and  notions  ought  to  be  abftracted,  are  the  fame. 
But  if  this  example  was  followed,  the  art  of  dunking  would 
vary,  as   the   different    metaphyfi.cs    of    Mencius    and    Des 
Cartes,  or  the  different  theologies  of  the  bonzes  and  the  jefuits, 
vary.     Art  fhould  direct  practice :    but   thus,  practice  would 
direct  art.     There  would  be  one  art  of  thinking  for  Chriftians, 
one  for  the  doctors  of  Mecca,  one  for  the  literati  in  China,  and 
fo  on. 

Tho  I  give,  on  this  occafion,  a  preference  to  Bacon  and 
to  Locke  over  Des  Cartes  and  the  author  of  the  logic  of 
Port  royal,  it  is  not  from  fo  mean  and  contemptible  a  motive 
as  this  would  be,  that  they  were  englimmen.     The  advance- 
ment 
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ment  of  knowledge,  and  the  improvement  of  reafon  are  of  com- 
mon concern  to  all  rational  creatures.  We  are  all  of  the  fame 
country  in  thefe  refpects :  and  he  who  thinks  and  a&s  otherwife 
is  a  promoter  of  faction  in  the  great  commonwealth  of  learning. 
As  much  as  I  admire  thefe  two  philofophers,  I  am  not  blind 
to  their  errors ;  for  even  I,  who  have  no  telefcopical  eyes, 
can  difcern  fpots  in  thefe  funs.  I  can  difcern  a  tincture,  and 
fometimes  more  than  a  tincture,  in  Bacon,  of  thofe  falfe  no- 
tions which  we  are  apt  to  imbibe  as  men,  as  individuals,  as 
members  of  fociety,  and  as  fcholars,  and  againft  which  he 
himfelf  is  very  folicitous  to  put  us  on  our  guard.  I  am  con- 
vinced, more  by  his  example  than  by  what  he  fays,  that  thefe 
falfe  notions  render  the  admiflion  of  truth  into  the  mind  more 
difficult,  and  the  hold  of  error  more  ftrong.  I  can  difcern,  in 
Mr.  Locke,  fometimes  ill  abftracted  and  ill  determined  ideas, 
from  which  a  wrong  application  of  words  proceeds,  and  pro- 
portions to  which  I  can  by  no  means  aifent.  I  confefs  farther, 
that  I  have  been,  and  am  (till,  at  a  lofs  to  find  any  appearance 
of  confiftency  in  an  author  who  publifhed  a  commentary  on 
the  epiftles  of  St.  Paul,  and  a  treatife  of  the  reafonablenefs  of 
chriflianity,  which  he  endeavours  to  prove  by  fad:  and  by  ar- 
gument, after  having  ftated,  as  clearly  as  he  had  done,  the  con- 
ditions and  the  meafures  of  hiftorical  probability,  and  after 
having  written,  as  ftrongly  as  he  had  done,  againft  the  abufe 
of  words.  I  think  that  neither  Bacon  nor  Locke  have  kept 
up  entirely  to  their  own  rules.  But  I  think  thefe  rules  are  efta- 
biifhed  by  them  more  truly  than  by  any  others. 

That  they  are  not  fo,  in  one  very  considerable  inftance,  by 
Des  Cartes,  I  have  obferved  already,  and  mail  not  feek  for 
any  other  in  that  refpe&able  author.  But  the  charge  I  have 
brought  againft  the  logic  above  mentioned  is  fo  very  heavy,  and 
this  fault  among  others  runs  fo  evidently  thro  the  whole  book, 
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that  I  think  it  neceflary  to  produce  fome  examples  of  it.  To 
produce  them  will  be  fufficient.  I  mail  make  few  or  no  re- 
flections on  them.  Turn,  if  you  pleafe,  to  the  fourth  chap- 
ter of  the  firft  part,  and  to  the  fourteenth  of  the  fecond, 
which  treat  of  the  ideas  of  things  and  the  ideas  of  figns,  and 
of  the  proportions  wherein  the  names  of  things  are  given  to 
their  figns.  You  will  foon  fee  how  far  this  writer  was  from 
meaning  any  improvement  to  human  reafon,  by  all  the  trifling 
matter  he  puts  gravely  and  dogmatically  together. 

That  we  have  ideas  which  are  made  fometimes  to  (land  as 
figns  of  other  ideas  is  true,  and  fo  we  have  ideas  which  are 
made  to  Hand  in  the  relations  of  caufe  and  effect  to  other 
ideas.  But  the  ideas  of  both  thefe  kinds  may  be  confidered 
unrelatively,  and  they  become  ideas  of  figns,  or  caufes,  or  effects, 
by  an  occafional  act  of  the  mind,  which  joins  them  fometimes 
properly,  and  fometimes  improperly  in  thefe  relations  to  others. 
The  idea  of  refpiration,  like  that  of  fpontaneous  motion,  is 
one  of  thofe  that  compofe  our  complex  idea  of  every  animal. 
It  is  a  part  of  the  idea,  not  a  iign  of  the  whole.  It  cannot  be 
the  fign  of  any  particular  animal,  becaufe  it  is  common  to  all 
animals.  It  cannot  be  the  fign  of  animality,  or  the  fuppofed 
abftract  idea  of  animal,  becaufe  we  have  no  fuch  idea.  It  can- 
not be  the  fign  of  that  confufed  crowd  of  ideal  animals  that 
the  mind  reprefents  to  itfelf,  whenever  we  endeavour  to  think  o£ 
animals  in  general,  any  more  than  the  fign  of  any  particular 
animal.  They  all  imply  it,  and  they  may  be  faid  to  be  fo  many 
figns  of  refpiration,  jufl  as  well  as  refpiration  to  be  a  fign  of  them. 

But  be  this  as  it  will,  about  which  it  is  filly  to  beftow  many 
words,  let  us  obferve  that  this  author,  who  pretends  to  teach 
men  how  to  think,  endeavours  to  impofe  on  them  very  grofily, 
as  groffly  as  if  he  had  imagined  that  they  could,  not  think  at 

all 
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all  without  his  help.  Having  amufed  his  readers  with  the  hy- 
pothecs of  ideas  of  figns,  made  fuch  by  nature  in  fome  cafes, 
and  by  inftitution  in  others,  that  are  fometimes  certain  and 
fometimes  probable,  all  which  is  very  proper  to  perplex  the 
thoughts  of  young  logicians  ;  he  ilides  in,  as  evident  examples 
of  what  he  advances,'  fuch  as  have  not  even  an  apparent  con- 
nection with  it.  He  diftinguifhes  moft  nicely  between  figns 
that  are  joined  to  things,  and  figns  that  are  feparated  from 
them.  Symptoms,  he  fays,  the  figns  of  ficknefs,  are  joined 
to  ficknefs.  Let  it  be  that  they  are  fo  in  nature,  and  in  our 
ideas,  however  this  matter  might  be  otherwife  explained.  But 
then  he  adds,  as  if  all  thefe  were  things  analogous,  "  thus 
"  the  ark,  the  fign  of  the  church,  was  joined  to  Noah  and 
"  his  children,  who  were  the  true  church  at  that  time :  thus 
"  our  material  temples,  the  figns  of  the  faithful,  are  often 
joined  to  the  faithful :  thus  the  dove,  the  fign  or  figure  of 
the  holy  ghoft,  is  joined  to  the  holy  ghoft:  thus  the 
warning  of  baptifm,  the  fign  or  figure  of  fpiritual  regenera- 
tion, is  joined  to  this  regeneration."  In  fpeaking  of  figns 
that  are  feparated  from  things,  he  is  not  fo  profufe  of  examples. 
He  produces  one  only,  but  that  as  appofitely  as  any  of  the 
others.  It  is  taken  from  the  facrifices  of  the  mofaic  inftitution, 
which  were,  he  fays,  fb  many  figns  of  Jefus  Chrift  offered  up 
in  facrifice. 

I  might  conclude  my  extracts  here.  But  fince  it  is  of  ufe 
to  fhew  how  great  reafon  there  is  to  guard  againft  the  fraud, 
as  well  as  madnefs,  of  philofophy,  it  may  be  proper  to  men- 
tion a  few  more  paflages  of  the  fame  abfurdity  or  ridiculous  im- 
portance out  of  this  famous  book.  We  are  told  then  farther, 
that  "  a  thing  may  hide  and  difcover  another  thing  at  the  fame 
"  time.  It  may  be  thing  and  fign  at  the  fame  time,  and  may 
«  hide  as  thing,  what  it  difcovers  as  fign.    Hot  afiies,  as  a  thing, 
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"  hide  the  fire  ;  as  a  fign,  difcover  it.      The  forms  that  angels 
"  borrowed,  as  things,   hid  them ;   as  figns,  difcovered  them. 
"  The   euchariftical  fymbols,    as  things,    hide  the  body  of 
"  Chrift ;  as  figns,  difcover  it."     Again,  we  are  talight,  that 
"  the  nature  of  a  fign  being  to  excite  in  the  fenfes  the  idea  of 
"  the  thing  figured  by  the  idea  of  the  thing  figuring,  as  long  as 
"  this  effect  fubfifts,   that  is,  as  long  as   this  double  idea  is 
"  excited,  the  fign  fubfifts,  even  tho  the  thing  be  deftroyed 
u  in  it's  own  nature.     Thus,  it  is  of  no  moment  whether  the 
**  colors   of   the  rainbow,    which  God  has   taken  for  a  fign 
u  that  he  will  deftroy  mankind  by  a  deluge  no  more,   be  real 
"  and  true,    provided  that  the  fame  imprefiion    be   always 
"  made  on  our  fenfes,  and  that  they  (can  he  mean  our  fenfes?) 
u  make  ufe  of  this  imprefiion  to  conceive  the  promiie  of  God. 
"  Juft  fo,  it  is  of  no  moment  that  the  bread  of  the  eucharifty 
"  fublift  in  its    proper   nature,    provided  that  the  image  of 
"  bread,  which  ferves  us  to  conceive  in  what  manner  the  body 
"of  Chrift  nourifhes  our   fouls,   and  how  the   faithful   are 
"  united  one  with  another,  be  excited  conftantly  in  our  fenfes." 
One  may  now  fafely  challenge  the  ableft  profeflbr  in  bedlam 
to  crowd  more  nonfenfe  into  fewer  words,  and  yet  it  is  faith- 
fully  extracted   from   a  book  which  is  put  into  the  hands  of 
young  men,    as  I  remember  that  it  was  into  mine,  in  order 
to  improve  their  reafon,  by  teaching  them  a  right   determi- 
nation of  their  ideas,  and  a  right  conduct  of  their  underftand- 
ing. 

To  fay  the  truth,  tho  experimental  philofbphy  has  been  vaft- 
ly  improved  by  the  moderns,  and  tho  a  true  conducl:  of  the 
underftanding  may  be  faidjuftly  enough  to  be  a  new  difcovery 
in  general,  yet  the  fame  reformers,  who  have  rooted  up  a 
monftrous  crop  of  old  errors,  have  left  fbme  of  thefe,  and  have 
planted   others.     The  firft  philofophy  particularly  has  been 
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over-run  with  both:  and  learning  has  finifhed  the  round, 
which  ignorance  began.  In  the  darknefs  of  ignorance,  fuper- 
ftition  prevailed  :  in  the  light  of  knowledge,  overweaning  cu- 
riofity,  the  offspring  of  felt-conceit,  as  felf-conceit  is  of  pride. 
Both  are  natural  to  the  human  mind,  and  each  of  them  de- 
veloped itfelf  into  activity  at  different  times,  and  in  that  ftate 
of  things  that  was  proper  to  it.  Superftition  firft :  for  igno- 
rant, uncivilifed  people,  who  are  fierce  to  their  fellow  crea- 
tures, are  timid  and  docile  under  every  apprehenfion  of  liipe- 
rior  power.  Of  thefe  difpofitions  in  favorable  conjunctures,  the 
perfian  Zerdusht,  whoever  he  was,  the  indian  Foe,  and  the 
arabian  Mahomet,  knew  how  to  profit:  and  the  magi,  the 
bonzes,  and  the  doctors  of  Mecca,  were  not  at  liberty,  if  they 
were  inclined,  to  frame  their  notions  of  the  firft  philofophy, 
according  to  nature  and  truth.  They  were  to  think  on  the 
principles  their  mafters  had  laid.  Thefe  were  to  be  after  ted, 
not  examined.  Fact  was  to  be  bent,  and  common  fenfe  per- 
verted, into  a  conformity  with  them.  Puerilities  and  vulga- 
rifms  were  to  be  taken  for  marks  of  a  divine  fimplicity,  and  the 
ravings  of  enthufiafm  for  the  myfterious  language  of  inspirati- 
on. If  the  cafe  has  not  been  quite  fo  bad  in  the  chriftian 
world,  yet  I  will  undertake  to  fhew  you,  in  another  of  thefe 
eflays,  as  I  endeavoured  to  do  in  one  of  our  converfations,  that 
the  fuperftitions  of  ignorant  ages,  and  the  fantaftical  know- 
ledge of  thofe  that  were  more  learned,  have  produced  fome  as 
extravagant  opinions  in  theology  among  Chriftians,  orthodox 
and  heretics,  as  any  we  can  reproach  to  the  mahometans,  or 
even  to  the  pagans,  and  that  they  work  their  effect  even  at 
this  hour. 

All  errors,  even  thofe  of  ignorance  and  fuperftition,  are 
hard  to  remove  when  they  have  taken  long  hold  of  the  minds 
of  men,  and  efpecially  when  they  are  woven  into  fyftems  of 
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religion.  But  there  are  fome  from  which  men  are  unwilling 
to  depart,  and  of  which  they  grow  fond,  for  a  reafon  that  has 
been  often  touched.  As  men  advance  in  knowledge,  their 
felf-conceit  and  curiofity  are  apt  to  increafe,  and  thefe  are  fure 
to  be  flattered  by  every  opinion  that  gives  man  high  notions 
of  his  own  importance.  What  contradictions  and  inconfiften- 
cies  are  not  huddled  together  in  the  human  mind  ?  Superfti- 
tion  is  produced,  by  a  fenfe  of  our  weaknefs ;  philofophical 
prefumption,  by  an  opinion  of  our  ftrength ;  and  fuperftition 
and  prefumption  contribute  alike  to  continue,  to  confirm,  and 
propagate  error. 

A  system  of  philofophy,  which  had  not  contained  a  fyftem 
of  theology,  as  well  as  of  politics,  would  have  been  held  in  no 
eftcem  among  the  antients.  Many  fuch  were  formed,  but 
with  thefe  confiderable  differences  between  the  two  forts. 
Errors  in  rules  of  policy  and  law  were  eafy  to  be  corrected  by 
experience,  like  errors  in  natural  philofophy.  Nay  the  firfl 
were  fo  the  moft,  becaufe  how  little  regard  foever  philosophers 
might  have  to  experience  in  either  cafe,  the  truth  would  force 
itfelf  upon  them,  or  others  ;  in  one  by  the  courfe  of  affairs  ; 
whereas  it  muft  be  fought,  to  be  had  in  the  other.  But  when 
it  was  fought,  it  was  obtained.  Errors  in  theology  and  meta- 
phyfics  could  not  be  thus  corrected  ;  neither  eafily,  nor  at  all, 
among  men  who  feemed  tacitly  agreed  to  admit  and  confine 
themfelves  to  no  criterion  in  thefe  fciences,  neither  to  the  phae- 
nomena  of  their  own  fpirits  in  their  doctrines  about  fpiritual 
nature,  nor  to  the  works  of  God  and  the  conduct  of  his  provi- 
dence in  their  {peculations  about  his  attributes. 

Another  difference  between  fyftems  of  theology  and  thofe 
of  politics  and  laws  has  been,  and  always  muft  be,  this,  that 
the  latter  may  be  various,  nay  contrary  to  one  another,  and  yet 
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be  fuch  as  right  reafon  dictates ;  provided  they  do  not  (land 
in  oppofition  to  any  of  the  laws  of  our  nature.  But  in  theo- 
logical reafonings,  and  thofe  which  are  called  metaphyseal, 
the  various  opinions  may  be  all  falfe,  or  if  they  are  not  all  fo, 
one  alone  can  be  true.  This  consideration  mould  have  had 
two  effects.  It  mould  have  rendered  philofophers  and  divines 
more  cautious  in  framing  opinions  on  fuch  fubjedls,  and  lefs 
positive  in  maintaining  them  from  the  beginning  :  and  when 
they  found  a  multitude  of  queftions  arife,  which  were  indeter- 
minable for  want  of  a  fufficient  criterion,  they  mould  have 
ceafed  the  purfuit  of  unattainable  knowledge,  and  have  confin- 
ed themfelves  to  the  improvement  of  that  which  God  has 
judged  fufficient  for  us,  and  has  given  us  the  means  of  ac- 
quiring. The  very  contrary  has  happened  to  fuch  a  degree  of 
extravagance,  as  muft  feem  delirious  to  every  one  who  is  not  in 
the  fame  delirium.  Can  he  be  lefs  than  mad  who  pretends 
to  contemplate  an  intellectual  world,  which  he  affumes,  in  the 
dull  mirror  of  his  own  mind  ;  of  which  he  knows  little  more 
than  this,  that  it  is  both  dull  and  narrow  ?  Can  he  be  lefs  than 
mad,  who  perfeveres  dogmatically  in  this  pretention,  whilft  he 
is  obliged  to  own  that  he  arrives  with  many  helps,  much  pains, 
and  by  flow  degrees,  to  a  little  imperfect,  knowledge  of  the  vi- 
fible  world  which  he  inhabits,  and  concerning  which  he  is 
therefore  fober  and  modeft  enough  to  reafon  hypothetically  ? 
In  a  word,  can  he  be  lefs  than  mad,  who  boafb  a  revelation 
iuperadded  to  reafon,  to  fupply  the  defects  of  it,  and  who  fu- 
peradds  reafon  to  revelation,  to  fupply  the  defects  of  this  too,  at 
the  fame  time  ?  This  is  madnefs,  or  there  is  no  fuch  thing  in- 
cident to  our  nature  :  and  into  this  kind  of  madnefs  the  great- 
eft  genii  have  been  the  moll  apt  to  fall.  A  St.  Paul,  profound 
in  cabaliftical  learning;  a  St.  Austin,  deep  read  in  Plato ;  a 
father  Malebranche,  and  a  bifhop  of  Cloyne.  Elevation  of 
genius  makes  them  giddy  :  and  thefe  men,  like  thofe  who  are 
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born  in  the  purple,  imagine  they  can  do  every  thing  they  have 
a  mind  to  do,  becaufe  they  can  do  more  than  others.  The 
miftake  has  been  fatal  to  both ;  to  thefe  heroes  in  philofophy, 
as  well  as  to  the  others.  Tho  all  men  are  not  placed  on  the 
fame  level,  there  is  a  level  above  which  no  man  can  rife  :  and 
he,  who  compares  the  nature  of  his  mind  with  the  nature  of 
things,  will  be  fure  to  find  it. 

I  have  now  thrown  upon  paper  all  that  occurs  to  my  pre- 
fent  thoughts,  or  all  that  I  have  leifure  to  digeft  and  extend, 
of  what  has  been  thrown  out  in  many  converfations  concerning 
the  folly  and  prefumption  of  philofophers,  the  rife  and  pro- 
grefs  of  their  boafted  fcience,  the  propagation  of  error  and  fu- 
perftition,  and  the  partial  attempts  that  have  been  made  to  re- 
form the  abufes  of  human  reafon.  It  has  amuied  me  in  writ- 
ing, I  wifh  it  may  amufe  you  in  reading,  and  be  of  inftruction 
to  us  both.  Regular  treatifes  and  complete  fyftems  you  do 
not  expect  from  me  :  nor  mould  you  have  them,  if  I  had  a  much 
higher  opinion  of  my  own  capacity  than  I  have.  My  fuperiors 
in  knowledge  and  parts  would  do  better  perhaps,  if  even  they 
were  content  to  write  eflays,  that  they  might  improve,  corredt, 
or  reject,  as  I  am  always  ready  to  do,  on  farther  obfervation, 
reflection,  and  information.  In  the  mean  time,  what  has  been 
now  faid  may  be  fufficient,  as  I  think,  to  eftablifh  the  general 
proposition,  that  there  would  be  more  real  knowledge,  and 
more  true  wifdom  among  mankind,  if  there  was  lefs  learning, 
and  lefs  philofophy. 
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HAVING  obferved,  in  the  foregoing  ellay,  how  abfurdly 
and  prefumptuoufly  philofophers  reafon  upon  a  fuppofed 
analogy  of  the  human  with  the  divine  mind,  whilft  they  fcorn 
to  look  downwards,  and  to  obferve  the  real  analogy  that  there 
is  between  the  mind  or  foul  of  the  whole  animal  kind,  the  hu- 
man fpecies  included  ;  it  has  come  into  my  thoughts  to  add  the 
reflections  that  follow  as  relative  to  die  fame  fubjecT:. 

You  may  fee  in  Tully  *,  that  the  froics,  who  obferved 
the  internal  and  external  conftitutions  of  men  to  be  very  diffe- 
rently affected  according  to  the  different  climates,  concluded 
from  thence,  that  there  were  creatures  of  more  fublime  natures 
in  purer  air,  and  filled  unknown  fpaces  with  thefe  unknown 
inhabitants.  I  am  far  from  embracing  this  hypothecs  ;  but  it 
feems  to  me,  that  there  is  a  probability  fufficient  to  force  our 
affent  to  another,  which  has  prevailed  lefs,  becaule  it  is  found- 
ed on  a  degree  of  aftronomical  knowledge  that  few  perfons 
have  now,  or  had  antiently ;  whereas  the  former  is  a  mere  wild 
ailumption  of  imagination.  The  hypothecs  I  mean,  is  that 
which  we  find  in  the  cofmotheoros  of  Mr.  Huygens,  and  from 
which  Fontenelle  has  borrowed  the  materials  of  his  pretty- 
book  of  the  plurality  of  worlds.     Tho  I  give  this  hypothecs 
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fo  modern  an  original,  becaufe  it  is  beft  known  and  fufficient 
for  my  purpofe,  I  am  not  ignorant  that  it  had  been  advanced 
before,  and  that  Orpheus,  as  well  as  Mr.  Huy gens,  peopled 
the  planets.  We  have  reafon  to  think  he  did,  by  thofe  verles 
which  Proclus  has  preferved,  and  in  which  the  thracian  bard 
fpeaks  of  houfes  and  cities  in  the  moon.  But  how  old  or  how 
new  foever  this  hypothecs  may  be,  it  aflumes,  you  know, 
that  the  planets  of  our  folar  fyftem,  and  the  fame  may  be  af- 
fumed  of  thofe  of  a  multitude  of  other  folar  fyftems,  which 
the  immenftty  of  the  univerfe  contains,  are  worlds  that  have  an 
analogy  with  ours,  and  the  habitations  of  animals  that  have  an 
analogy  with  us.  The  analogy  muft  be,  no  doubt,  very  remote, 
infuch  a  vaft  variety  of  portions,  conftitutions,  and  laws  of  nature : 
but  ftill  there  may  be,  and  there  are  very  probably,  relations 
both  phyfical  and  moral  between  all  thefe  numberlefs  worlds 
and  fyftems  of  worlds,  as  between  various  parts  of  one  ftupen- 
dous  whole,  and  the  habitations  of  ten  thoufand  times  ten 
thoufand  millions  of  intellectual  corporeal  beings,  who  live, 
like  us,  under  the  providence,  general  or  particular,  of  the  in- 
comprehenfible  Creator  of  all  things. 

Shall  we  be  fo  abfurd  and  fo  impertinent  now  as  to  ima- 
gine, that  all  thefe  creatures  of  God,  tho  corporeal  like  men,  are 
confined  to  the  fame  degree  of  intelligence,  or  even  to  the 
fame  manner  of  knowing  ?  Or  rather  than  believe  that  they 
are  in  thefe,  and  perhaps  in  other  refpects,  fuperior  to  us, 
mall  we  aflert  that  there  are  no  fuch  beings,  and  deny  that 
they  exift,  tho  we  difcover  fome  of  their  habitations  ?  Philofo- 
phers  who  lived  before  the  invention  of  microfcopes,  might 
have  afferted  juft  as  well,  that  the  "  minima  naturae,"  im- 
perceptible by  their  minutenefs,  as  thefe  beings  by  their  dis- 
tance, did  not  exift.  We  cannot  difcern  a  gradation  of  beings 
in  other  planets  by  the  help  of  telefcopes,  as  we  obferve  fuch 
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a  gradation  by  the  help  of  microfcopcs  in  our  own ;  but  the 
gradation  of  Cenfe  and  intelligence  in  our  own,  from  animal  to 
animal,  and  of  intelligence,  principally,  up  to  man,  as  well  as 
the  very  abrupt  manner,  if  I  may  fay  fo,  in  which  this  evident- 
ly unfinished  intellectual  fyftem  ftops  at  the  human  fpecies,  gives 
great  reafbn  to  believe,  that  this  gradation  is  continued  upwards 
in  other  fyftems,  as  we  perceive  it  to  be  continued  downwards 
in  ours.  We  may  well  fufpect  that  ours  is  the  loweft,  in  this 
refpect,  of  all  mundane  fyftems  ;  fince  the  rational  is  fo  nearly 
connedled,  as  it  is  here,  with  the  irrational :  and  there  may  be  as 
much  difference  between  fome  other  creature  of  God,  without 
having  recourfe  to  angels  and  archangels,  and  man,  as  there  is 
between  a  man  and  an  oifter. 


We  are  not  able  to  conceive  any  manner  of  knowing,  which 
we  have  not :  and  yet  certain  it  is,  that  there  may  be  many  fuch. 
But  even  if  we  aflume  arbitrarily,  that  there  is  no  other  manner 
of  knowing,  as  thofe  prophane  divines  do  who  confine  that  of 
God  himfelf  to  knowledge  by  ideas  ;  yet  will  it  be  ftill  evident, 
that  other  creatures  of  God  may  enjoy  the  fame  faculties  that  we 
have  in  a  more  perfect  manner.  It  is  eafy  to  conceive,  for  in- 
ftance,  that  there  may  be  animals  whofe  fenfes  can  penetrate 
the  inmoft  conftitutions  of  fubftances,  and  who,  having  ideas 
of  their  real  efTences,  know  the  firft  general  principles  and 
caufes,  where  we  know  nothing  more  than  ibme  particular  ef- 
fects. There  may  be  minds  wherein  ideas  and  notions  once 
received  or  framed,  never  fade  nor  vary.  Such  minds  may 
difcern,  at  one  glance,  and  by  immediate  intuition,  the  agree- 
ment or  repugnancy  of  all  their  ideas  and  notions.  The  folu- 
tion  of  the  moft  difficult  problem  may  be  to  them  as  eafy,  as 
the  comparifon  which  fhews  the  equality  of  twice  two  to  four 
is  to  us.  In  a  word,  there  may  be,  and  it  implies  no  contra- 
diction to  fuppofe  that  there  are,  creatures  in  other  fyftems 
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of  animal  being  tempered  with  finer  clay,  caft  in  nobler  moulds, 
than  the  human,  and  animated  by  fpirits  more  fubtile  and  volatile 
than  ours,  whatever  theirs  or  ours  are.  It  were  to  be  wimed  that 
philofophers,  who  are  fo  intent  on  the  leaft  probable  hypothefes, 
would  contemplate  this,  and  would  compare  the  manifeft  im- 
perfections of  their  own  nature  with  the  poffible,  nay  proba- 
ble, excellencies  of  other  animal  natures.  They  might  avoid 
one  extreme  into  which  they  are  apt  to  fall,  by  looking  down 
on  inferior  beings ;  and  another,  by  looking  up  at  fuperior. 
This  double  view  would  teach  them  neither  to  undervalue  hu- 
man nature,  as  fome  have  done ;  nor  to  over-rate  it,  which  is 
the  folly  of  more. 

What  has  been  here  faid  concerning  the  intelligent  inha- 
bitants of  other  planets  is  purely  hypothetical.     It  can  pafs  for 
nothing  more.     But  I  am  fure  that  it  is  much  more  confident, 
and  more  conceivable  than  the  other  fyftem,  which  prevails  in 
our  days,  as  it  did  in  thofe  of  old.     The  fyftem  of  an  intel- 
lectual world,  a  world  of  immaterial  ideas  and  of  fpiritual  na- 
tures.    Neither  is  it   liable  to  have  fuch  abfurd  notions  and 
practices  grafted  upon  it,  as  have  been  grafted  on  the  other. 
The  inconfiftency  of  maintaining,  like  Pythagoras,  that  the 
human  foul  is  a  portion  of  the  Deity,  "  particula  divinae  aurae," 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  that  there  are  other  fpiritual  beings  be- 
tween God  and  man ;    or   like  St.  Austin,  that  there  is  no 
mind  exiftent   between  the  human  and   the  fupreme  mind,, 
"  nee  ulla  natura  interpofita,"    and,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
there  are  intelligences  fuperior  to  man,  and  inferior  to  God  ; 
the  inconfiftency  of  thefe  opinions,  I  fay,  is  equal,  and  equal- 
ly obvious.     But  on  the  other  hand,  to  deny,  that  there  is  any 
affinity  between  the  fupreme  and  created  intelligences  is  very 
confiftent  with  this  afiumption,  that  the  chain  of  intelligence 
from  man  upwards,  thro  many  orders  of  created  intellectual 
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beings,  is  immeasurably  long ;  tho  the  uppermoft  link  of  this 
chain  is  not  fuppofed  to  be  fattened  to  the  throne  of  infinite 
wifdoni,  nor  to  be  nearer  to  it  than  the  lowermoft.  Again  : 
Since  our  planet  is  inhabited  by  corporeal  intelleclual  beings,  the 
hypothecs  tliat  afTumes  the  other  planets  to  be  fo  likewife,  is 
much  more  conceivable,  than  that  of  legions  of  angels,  of  dae- 
mons and  genii,  and  of  pure  and  impure  fpirits,  which  pagan 
theology  invented,  and  Jews  and  Chriftians  adopted.  Whether 
we  fuppofe  thefe  beings  immaterial,  according  to  the  prefent 
mode  of  opinion ;  or  whether  we  fuppofe  them,  as  the  antients 
both  heathens  and  Chriftians  did  generally,  to  be  fine  mate- 
rial fubftances,  like  that  whereof  they  made  the  human  foul, 
or  wherewith  they  thought  proper  to  cloath  it  in  it's  feparate 
ftate,  and  of  which  Tully  fays  in  his  tufculans,  "  tanta 
"  ejus  tenuitas,  ut  fugiat  aciem ;"  whichever  we  fuppofe, 
this  hypothefis  ftands  on  no  other  foundation,  philofophically 
fpeaking,  than  that  of  a  mere  poflible  exiftence,  of  fuch  fpi- 
rits as  are  admitted  for  divers  theological  ufes.  The  other 
hypothefis  is  founded  on  what  we  know  of  a&ual  exiftence. 
We  are  led  to  it  by  a  plain,  direct,  and  unforced  analogy. 
We  know  that  there  are  habitations :  and  we  afTume  that  they 
are  inhabited. 


The  firft  might  appear  plaufible,  as  it  did  in  thofe  ages 
when  poets  and  philofophers,  as  well  as  the  vulgar,  imagined 
that  the  Supreme  Being  who  fpoke,  to  ufe  a  common  expref- 
fion,  and  the  univerfe  was  made,  and  every  acl:  of  whofe  will 
is  diffident  to  deftroy  it  again,  flood  in  need,  like  fome  earth- 
ly monarch,  of  minifters  to  attend  his  throne,  of  meflengers  to 
convey,  and  oi  troops  to  execute  his  orders :  when  they  look- 
ed on  the  vidble  world,  as  on  a  great  palace  whofe  floor  was 
the  earth,   and  whofe  ceiling  or  upper  ftory  was  the  fky  *, 
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and  when,  in  confequence  of  fuch  fantaftical  notions,  they  fup- 
pofed  the  upper  ftory,  or  heaven,  to  be  the  habitation  of  gods, 
and  of  other  celeftial  perfons,  as  the  lower  ftory,  or  earth, 
was  that  of  men.  But  it  is  time  that  thefe  wild  imaginations 
mould  have  no  longer  any  place  in  the  firft  philofophy.  As  far 
as  revelation  realifes  and  fanclifies  them,  they  muft  be  employed 
by  the  divine :  and  he  has  in  revelation  a  fufficient  authority 
for  employing  them.  The  philofopher,  whofe  object  is  na- 
tural theology,  has  not  the  fame ;  becaufe  the  reality  of  fuch 
exiftences  cannot  be  deduced  from  any  knowledge  he  has  of 
nature,  and  becaufe  he  cannot  be  juftified  in  going  beyond 
the  bounds  which  this  knowledge  prefcribes.  Faith  and  rea- 
fon,  revealed  and  natural  knowledge,  ought  to  be  always  dif- 
tinguifhed  ;  left  one  mould  be  confined,  and  the  other  extend- 
ed too  much :  and  divines  and  philofophers  mould  keep  in  their 
diftinct  provinces. 

Thus  they  proceed,  for  the  moft  part,  in  matters  of  natu- 
ral philofophy.  The  modern  philofophers,  tho  very  good 
Chriftians,  communicate  the  wonderful  difcoveries  that  have 
been  made  in  corporeal  nature,  and  concerning  the  true  fyftem 
of  the  univerfe,  without  any  regard  to  their  repugnancy  to  the 
mofaic  hiftory  of  the  creation,  and  to  almoft  all  the  notions  of 
the  {acred  penmen,  which  were  plainly  thofe  of  an  ignorant 
people  and  unphilofophical  ages.  When  fuch  of  thefe  philofo- 
phers, as  are  divines,  endeavour  to  reconcile  to  philofophical 
truth  thefe  apparent  contradictions  to  it,  they  do  but  make  the 
authority  of  the  fcriptures,  and  fhew  moft  evidently  how  ne- 
cefiary  it  is  to  keep  theology  and  philofophy  each  on  it's  proper 
bottom,  and  to  avoid  at  leaft,  by  comparing  thefe  different 
fyftems,  to  demonftrate  that  they  are  irreconcileable.  St 
Austin  and  others  paid,  as  divines,  no  regard  to  cofmogra- 
phy,  and  flatly  denied  the  antipodes.     The  inquifitors  at  Rome 
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denied  that  Galilei  faw  what  he  faid  he  faw,  and  punifhed 
him  very  confequentially  for  faying  that  he  faw  it.  Several 
divines  follow  the  fame  method.  They  enter  into  cofmogra- 
phical  difquifttions  no  more  than  St.  Austin,  nor  into  agro- 
nomical any  more  than  the  roman  inquifitors,  but  content 
themfelves  to  take  the  hiftory  of  the  creation  according  to  the 
literal  and  obvious  fenfe,  as  they  find  it  related  in  the  book  of 
Generis,  and  as  they  would  take  any  other  journal  or  hiftorical 
relation.  They  who  have  done  otherwife,  and  have  found, 
upon  trial,  that  this  relation,  thus  underftood,  could  not  be  re- 
conciled to  nature,  reafon,  philofophy,  nor  natural  theology, 
for  natural  theology  teaches  us  to  think  of  God  in  a  manner 
very  oppofite  to  the  ideas  which  Moses  gives  of  the  Supreme 
Being  and  of  his  operations,  have  made  ufe  of  two  expedients 
little  favorable  to  the  mofaic  hiftory :  for  fome  have  aflumed 
it  to  be  in  this  part  wholly  mythological,  and  others,  unable  to 
wreft  natural  philofophy  into  an  agreement  with  it,  have  fo 
wrefted  the  text  into  a  feeming  agreement  with  their  philofo- 
phical  theories,  as  to  make  it  plain  that  this  text  may  be  ap-r 
plied  to  any  hypothecs,  with  fome  ingenuity,  a  fkill  in  lan- 
guages, and  a  knowledge  of  antiquity But  I  ftop  here, 

a  digreilion  that  might  carry  me  infenfibly  a  great  way,  and 
that  was  intended  only  to  fhew,  that  fince  men  have  not  ad- 
mitted, in  favor  of  revelation,  a  fyftem  of  phyfics  that  is  in- 
confiftent with  philofophical  truth,  there  is  no  reafon  for  ad- 
mitting, in  favor  of  the  fame  revelation,  a  fyftem  of  pneuma- 
tics, that  is  fo  too  :  whereas  an  hypothecs  that  has  fome  foun- 
dations of  probability  in  natural  philofophy  may  be  admitted, 
for  this  reafon  by  the  philofopher,  and  even  by  the  divine  for 
another  reafon  ;  becaufe  it  is  not  inconfiftent  with  revelation. 
If  it  be  faid  that  the  pneumatical  fyftem,  which  eftablifhes 
fo  many  orders  of  fpiritual  beings,  is  not  inconfiftent  with  any 
knowledge  that  we  have  of  nature ;  that  it  is  properly  a  fyftem, 
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becaufe  it  is  eftablifhed  on  revealed  authority  ;    and  that  if  we 
confider  it  in  a  philofophical  light  alone,    and  merely   as  an 
hypothefis,  it  is  better  founded  than  the  other  ;    fince  we  may 
affume,  that  there  is  a  world  of  fpirits,  from  what  we  know  of 
our  own  fpirit  by  a  more  direct  and  eafy   analogy  than  that  by 
which  we  aflume,  that  the  planets  are  inhabited  by  corporeal 
intelligent  animals :  if  this  be  faid,  the  anfwer  is  obvious  and 
decifive.     That  there  are  fuch  fpiritual  beings,  as  the  authority 
of  revelation  is  brought  to  prove,  may  not  be  inconfiftent  with 
fome  philofophical  truths,  but  is  fo  with  others.     Let  it  be, 
that  any  knowledge  we  have  of  natural  philofophy  does  not 
contradict  this  fyftem,  yet  is  it  fufpicious  te  the  firft  philofo- 
phy, becaufe  unnecefTary  ;    and  inconfiftent  with  it,    becaufe 
the  reafons  for  the  generation,  to  fpeak  like  the  heathen,    or 
the  creation,  to  fpeak  like  Jews  and  Chriflians,  of  this  unnecef- 
fary  world  of  fpirits,  the  fuppofed  manner  of  their  exiftence, 
and  the  ufes  to  which  they  are  put,  or  fuffered  to  put  them- 
felves,    with  a  multitude  of  other  circumftances,  ftand  in  op- 
position to  feveral  truths  of  the  firft  philofophy  or  natural  the- 
ology, and  have  ferved  only  to  promote  polytheifm,  fuperftiti- 
on,  and  idolatry.     Thefe  dogmas  then,  for  if  they  are  reveal- 
ed they  ceafe  to  be  hypothefes,  muft  be  folely  maintained  on 
the  authority  of  the  fcriptures. 

If  the  divine  keeps  on  that  ground,  he  cannot  be  defeated. 
He  may  own  his  inability  to  aniwer  the  objections,  and  to  folve 
the  difficulties  oppofed  to  him ;  or  may  refufe  more  prudently  , 
ftill  to  give  any  attention  to  philofophical  reafbnings,  by  urg- 
ing, that  a  time  will  come,  a  time  appointed  of  the  father, 
when  every  knot  will  be  untied,  and  every  feeming  repugnancy 
of  reafon  to  revelation  will  be  reconciled :  and  that  he  is  con- 
tented, as  the  philofopher  ought  to  be,  to  wait  for  that  time. 
The  rabbi  might  defer  his  aniwer  till  Elus  comes:    the  Chri- 
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ftian  till  the  Meflias  comes  in  his  glory,  and  till  the  confum- 
mation  of  things.   In  the  mean  while,  a  fort  of  truce  mould  take 
place  between  the  divine  and  the  philofopher.     The  former 
mould  forbear  the  vain  attempt  of  bending  reafon  to  fupport 
revelation  in  this  cafe,  which  is  often  done  in  many  others,  and 
almoft  always  with  notable  prejudice  to  the  latter.     The  philc- 
fopher  fhould  forbear  to  invade  the  province  of  the  divine,    on 
this  condition ;   and  mould  content  himlelf  to  aflert  and  pro- 
mote natural  theology,    without  oppofing  it  to    fupernatural. 
Both  of  them  might  thus  concur  in  receiving  the  hypothecs  of 
planetary  worlds,  which  does  not  require  to  be  contrafted  witli 
the  other,  nor  mould  have  been  fo  by  me,  if  I  had  not  thought 
it  neceflary  to  fhew  at  the  fame  time,   that  there  are  probably 
finite  created  intelligences  vaftly  fuperior  to  the  human,   and 
that  there  is  however  no  fuch  gradation  of  intelligent  beings,  as 
raifes  the  moft  elevated  of  them  a  jot  nearer  to  the  fupreme  in- 
telligence than  the  loweft.      I  oppofe  this  theological  fyftem, 
and  I  defend  the  philofophical  hypothecs,  the  rather,   becaufe 
by  thefe  means  we  may  combat  the  pride  and  prefumption  of 
metaphysicians  in  two  moft  flagrant  inftances,  in  the  aflumpti- 
on  of  a  gradation  of  the  fame  intelligence  and  knowledge  from 
man  to  God,  as  I  have  faid  already,  and  in  that  by  which  man 
is  made  the  final  caufe  of  the  whole  creation ;    for  if  the  pla- 
nets of  our  folar  fyftem  are  worlds  inhabited  like  ours,  and  if 
the  fixed  ftars  are  other  funs  about  which  other  planets  revolve, 
the  celeftial  phaenomena  were  no  more  made  for  us  than  we 
for  them.     That  noble  fcene  of  the  univerfe,    which  modern 
philofophy  has  opened,  gives  ample  room  for  all  the  planetary 
inhabitants,  whom  it  leads,  and  even  conftrains  us  to  fuppofe. 
Where  the  fpirits  of  the  other  fyftem  refide  was  a  queftion  eafily 
anfwered,  when  fuperftition  and  hypothefis  made  up  the  funi 
of  theology  and  philofophy.     But  it  is  not  fb  eafy  to  be  an- 
fwered now.     Are  the  good  and  pure  fpirits  in  heaven?    But 
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where  is  heaven  ?  Is  it  beyond  all  the  folar  fyftems  of  the  uni- 
verfe?  Or  is  it,  like  the  intermundia  of  Epicurus,  in  expanfes 
between  them?  Are  the  evil  and  impure  fpirits  in  hell?  But 
where  is  hell  ?  Is  it  in  the  center  of  any  one  planet  for  every 
fyftem  ?  Or  is  it  in  the  center  of  every  planet  ?  Do  others  wan- 
der in  air?  or  refide  latent  in  every  element?  Are  they  confin- 
ed invifibly,  like  thofe  that  the  Chinefe  imagine,  to  certain 
countries  and  cities,  to  rivers  and  lakes,  to  woods  and  moun- 
tains ?  Or  is  it  their  employment  to  attend  on  particular  men, 
the  guardian  angels  of  fome,  or  the  devils  and  the  tempters  of 
others;  for  temptation  is  afcribed  to  the  evil  fpirits  ftill,  tho 
pofTeilion  is  fo  no  longer,  I  think,  out  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
and  other  countries,  where  religious  ignorance  prevails  as  much 
as  in  them,  if  any  fuch  there  are?— — —  Tantum— 
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SECTION     I. 


I  HAD  fmifried  the  laft  efiay  before  I  recolle&cd,  that 
there  was  fomething  in  Mr.  Locke's  difbourfe  concerning 
the  reafonablenefs  of  chrifHanity,  very  repugnant  to  what 
I  have  advanced  about  the  knowledge  of  the  one  true  God, 
and  to  what  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  fay,  on  another  occafion, 
about  the  ignorance  of  natural  religion,  under  which  it  is  fup- 
pofed  that  mankind  labored  before  the  coming  of  Chrift.  I 
£hall  not  anticipate  the  fecond  point,  but  mail  beftow  fome 
more  reflections  on  the  firft ;  in  order  to  judge,  whilft  the  fubjecl: 
is  frefh  in  my  mind,  whether  I  ought  to  retract,  any  thing  that 
I  have  faid  to  you  in  converfation,  or  that  has  fallen  from  my 
pen  upon  the  fubjecl:.  If  it  appears,  on  examination,  that  my 
notions  are  not  fo  well  founded  in  fadr,  and  in  reafon,  as  thofe 
of  this  great  man  in  the  prefent  cafe,  I  fhall  fubmit  with  plea- 
fure  to  an  authority,  that  I  refpect.  extremely  in  all  cafes ;  and 
if  it  appears  that  they  are  better  founded  than  his  in  both,  one 
ufeful  leflbn  will  be  the  refult  of  this  examination.  We  fhall 
learn  how  unfafe  it  is  to  take  for  granted  any  thing,  in  matters 
efpecially  which  concern,  or  which  are  thought  to  concern, 
religion,  that  we  have  not  ourfelves  examined,  and  how  inex- 
cufable  it  is  to  do  this  in  cafes  wherein  we  may  be  able,  with  a 
little  pains,  to  judge  for  ourfelves. 

The  firft  article  of  natural  theology,  in  which  the  heathen 
were  deficient,  according  to  Mr.  Locke,  was  the  knowledge 
of  one  God,  maker  of  all  things.     He   admits,     at  the  fame 
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time,  that  the  works  of  nature,  in  every  part  of  them,  fuffi- 
ciently  evidenced  a  deity;  and  that,  by  the  impreflions  of 
himfelf,  God  was  eafy  to  be  found.  Thefe  aflertions  do  not 
feem  very  confiftent,  and  therefore  it  is  added,  that  the  world 

made  fo  little  ufe  of  their   reafon,  that  they  faw  him  not 

fenfe  and  luft  blinded  their  minds.  But  the  rational,  and 
thinking  part  of  mankind,  he  confefles,  found  the  one  fu- 
preme,  invifible  God,  when  they  fought  after  him.  If  this  be 
true  now,  as  it  is  moft  certainly,  the  heathen  world  made  as 
good  ufe  of  their  reafon,  for  ought  I  can  fee,  as  the  chriftian 
world.  In  this,  it  is  not  the  irrational  and  unthinking,  but 
the  rational  and  thinking  part  of  mankind  who  feek,  and  find 
the  true  God ;  and  juft  fo  we  are  told,  that  it  was  in  the  other. 
Befides,  if  this  be  true,  it  follows,  that  this  great  and  funda- 
mental article  of  natural  theology  is  difcoverable  by  a  due  ufe 
of  human  reafon;  and  Mr.  Locke  acknowledges  accordingly 
again,  that  God  was  found  by  the  wife  and  virtuous,  which  is 
a  limitation  of  no  great  lignificancy  to  his  purpofe,  fince  the 
vicious  would  have  fought  him  in  no  ftate  of  mankind,  nor  the 
foolifh  have  found  him.  But  fays  this  writer,  the  wife  and 
virtuous  had  never  authority  enough  to  prevail  on  the  multi- 
tude, and  to  perfuade  the  focieties  of  men,  that  there  was  but 
one  God.  If  he  had  proved,  as  well  as  affirmed  this,  he  would 
only  have  proved,  what  no  man  denies,  that  fufficient  means 
to  reclaim  men  from  polytheifm  and  idolatry,  and  to  eftablifh 
the  belief  of  one  God,  appear  to  have  been  wanting  in  general, 
and  to  a  great  degree,  as  far  as  the  memorials  we  have  of  an- 
tient  nations  can  mew.  He  would  not  have  proved,  that  the 
light  of  nature  was  infufficient,  nor  that  the  religion  of  nature 
was  defective  in  this  refpecl.  He  would  not  have  proved,  what 
he  had  in  view  to  eftablifh,  that  the  belief  and  worfhip  of  one 
God  was  the  national  religion  of  the  Ifraelites  alone,  and  that 
it  was  their  particular  privilege,  and  advantage,  to  know  the 
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true  God,  and  the  true  worfhip  of  him  ;  whilft  all  other 
nations,  from  the  beginning,  adored  the  hoft  of  heaven,  as 
Eusebius  afferts  very  confidently,  tho  he  is  far  from  proving 
it. 

Eusebius  took  much  pains,  and  ufed  much  art,  I  might 
fay  artifice,  to  fpread  an  opinion  that  this  knowledge,  and  all 
good  theology  were  derived  from  the  Jews,  and  from  their 
fcriptures ;  nay  that  the  philology,  and  philofophy  of  the 
whole  learned  world  were  purloined  from  thence,  and  the 
heathen  were  plagiaries,  who  lighted  their  candles  at  the  fire 
of  the  fanctuary,  as  fome  modern  Eusebius  or  other,  Gale, 
I  think,  cxprefies  himfelf.  Josephus  had  gone  before  Eu- 
sebius in  the  fame  defign :  for  thus  far  Jews  and  Chriftians 
made  their  caufe  common,  and  he  had  begun  to  falfify  chro- 
nology, that  he  might  give  his  nation  a  furprifing  antiquity. 
Eusebius  did  the  fame,  and  without  taking  the  trouble  of 
defcending  into  particulars,  many  of  which  are  acknowledged 
by  learned  and  orthodox  writers,  I  may  fay,  that  from  that 
time  to  this,  or  to  the  time  when  by  the  revival  of  letters,  and 
the  invention  of  printing,  which  made  the  knowledge  of  anti- 
quity more  eafy  and  common,  much  the  fame  practice  was 
continued  with  much  the  fame  fuccefs.  Antient  memorials 
have  been  forged  and  altered  for  this  particular  purpofe,  mere 
aflumptions  have  been  delivered  as  facts,  and  nothing  lias  been 
neglected  to  give  not  only  antiquity,  but  illuftration,  to  a  na- 
tion that  never  had  much  of  the  latter  out  of  their  own  writ- 
ings, and  thofe  of  chriftianity.  As  the  hiftory  of  the  Jews 
was  committed  to  the  care  of  their  fcribes ;  fo  the  propagation 
of  every  learned  fyftem  that  could  tend  to  the  confirmation  of 
it,  by  reconciling  anachronifms,  and  by  coloring  improbabi- 
lities, has  been  the  charge  of  a  particular  order  of  men  among 
Chriftians,  who  had  the  monopoly  of  learning  for  many  ages, 

and 
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and  who  have  had  a  great  fhare  of  it  fince.  This  has  been 
impofed  on  the  bulk  of  mankind,  prepared  by  their  prejudices 
to  acquiefce  under  the  authority  of  great  names,  and  frighten- 
ed from  examining  by  the  enormous  piles  of  greek,  and  latin, 
and  eaftern  languages,  in  which  fuch  authors  feem  to  entrench 
themielves. 

Notwithstanding  this,  I  will  fay,  and,  if  I  know  any 
thing,  I  fay  it  on  knowledge,  that  thefe  entrenchments  are  not 
tenable.  They  cannot  be  battered  down  always,  perhaps,  by  the 
fame  arms  by  which  they  are  defended,  but  fure  I  am  they 
may  be  undermined,  and  he  who  fearches  their  foundations 
will  find  that  they  are  laid  on  fand.  Josephus,  and  Eusebius 
will  be  of  great  ufe  to  him,  againft  themfelves.  Their  writings 
are  repertories  of  valuable  fragments,  and  of  fuch  as  would  be 
more  fo,  if  more  credit  could  be  given  to  the  fidelity  of  thofe 
who  cite  them.  I  have  fometimes  thought,  that  we  might  ap- 
ply properly  enough  to  the  jew,  and  the  chrifBan  author,  what 
La  Bruyere  fays,  in  his  characters,  of  Perault,  that  he  quoted 
fo  many  pafTages  from  antient  writers,  whilft  he  attempted  to 
prove  the  fuperiority  of  the  moderns,  that  his  works  were  read 
for  the  fake  of  thefe  pafTages. 

Thinking  in  this  manner,  I  could  not  fail  to  be  furprifed 
when  I  found  fuch  aflertions,  as  are  mentioned  above,  in  a 
treatife  writ  by  Mr.  Locke.  The  common  herd  of  writers  co- 
py one  another  in  every  point  that  makes  for  their  common 
caufe,  about  which  alone,  and  not  about  truth,  they  feem  to  be 
concerned.  They  affirm  over  and  over  fb  pofitively,  and  fo  long, 
things  deftitute  of  proof,  or  evident  falfities,  that  even  the  lafl 
grow  into  belief,  according  to  the  practice  of  the  court  of  Rome, 
as  father  Paul  reprefents  it,  in  her  usurpations.  I  mould  not 
have  eafily  fufpected  Mr.  Locke  of  fuch  a  proceeding,  nor  of 
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affirming  dogmatically  what  he  had  not  fufficiently  examined. 
But  he  has  writ  below  himfelf  in  this  inftancc,  by  going  out  of 
his  way,  and  has  afiumed  the  fpirit  of  thofe  who  write  on 
the  fame  fubject,  much  like  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  who  loft 
himfelf  in  the  vague  probabilities  of  chronology,  after  having 
purfued  with  fo  much  fuccefs  the  certainty  of  mathematical  de- 
monftration. 

I  meddle  not  here  with  any  thing  that  is  faid  concerning 
that  clear  knowledge  of  their  duty,   which  was  wanting  to 
mankind,    as  Mr.   Locke   affirms    very  untruly,    before    the 
coming  of  Chrift,  nor  with  the  theological  part  of  this  treatife. 
I  confine  myfelf  to   thefe  propositions,    that   all   the  heathen 
were  in  a  ftate  of  darknefs,  and  ignorance  of  the  true  God, 
and  confequently  that   the  belief  and  worfhip  of  one  God  was 
the  national  religion  of  the  Ifraelites  alone.     Now  here  I  ob- 
ferve  a  want  of  that  precifion,  which  this  great  man  is  fo  careful 
to  keep  in  all  his  other  writings.     As  he  does  not  diftinguim 
enough  the  want  of  a  fufficient  knowledge  of  natural  religion, 
and  the  want  of  fufficient  means  to  propagate  it,  which  he  ra- 
ther confounds  in  all  he  fays  about  them,  fb  he  ufes  thefe  two 
expreffions,  the  true  God,  and  one  God,  as  if  they  were  ex- 
actly fynonymous ;  whereas  they  are  not  really  fo,  and  the  ex- 
planation, and  justification  of  the  distinction,  in  the  prefent 
difpute,  will  fet  the  matter  on  a  very  different  foot.      It  is  not 
unity  alone  that  conftitutes  the  complex  idea,  or  notion  of  the 
true  God.     There  is,  there  can  be  but  one  fuch  Being,  and 
yet  a  monotheift  may  be  as  far  from  the  knowledge  of  the  true 
God  as  the  rankeft,  and  moft  fuperftitious  polytheift.     I  have 
taken  notice,  in  the  precedent  eflay,  how  the  belief  of  one 
God,    and  of  many,  was  reconciled  in  the  heathen  theology 
feveral  ways ;  and  what  I  have  touched  tranfiently,    may  be 
feen  made  out  fully  in  the  intellectual  fyftem.     A  polytheift, 

who 
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who  believes  one  felf-exiftent  Being,  the  fountain  of  all  ex- 
iftence,  by  whofe  immediate  or  communicated  energy  all  things 
were  made,  and  are  governed,  and  who  looks  on  all  thofe  other 
beings  whom  he  calls  gods,  that  is,  beings  fuperior  to  man, 
not  only  as  inferior  to  the  Supreme,  but  as  beings  all  of  whom 
proceed  from  him  in  feveral  fubordinate  ranks,  and  are  appoint- 
ed by  him  to  the  various  ufes  and  fervices  for  which  he  de- 
figned  them  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  divine  oeconomy  ;  mch 
a  polytheift,  I  fay,  will  approach  nearly  to  true  theifm,  by 
holding  in  this  manner  nothing  that  is  abfolutely  inconiiftent 
with  it :  whilft  the  monotheift,  who  believes  that  there  is  but 
one  God,  and  afcribes  to  this  God,  whom  he  mould  conceive 
as  an  all-perfect  Being,  the  very  worft  of  human  imperfections, 
is  moft  certainly  ignorant  of  the  true  God,  and  as  oppofite  to 
true  theifm  as  the  atheift,  nay  he  is  more  injurioufly  fo.  Mr. 
Locke  would  have  done  like  himfelf,  if  he  had  made  thefe  re- 
flections before  he  had  joined  in  the  common  cry  ;  and  he  might 
have  thought,  perhaps,  in  that  cafe,  that  the  coming  of  Christ 
was  necefiary  to  give  the  Jews  true  notions  of  God,  as  well  as 
to  convince  the  Gentiles  of  his  unity. 

Instead  of  this,  he  takes  the  common  opinion  for  granted, 
fuppofes  what  is  in  queftion,  and  does  not  fo  much  as  attempt 
a  proof.     He  fays  indeed,  that  "  there  was  no  part  of  mankind 

"  that  had  a  greater  light  of  reafon,  or  that  followed  it 

farther  in  all  forts  of  fpeculations,  than  the  Athenians ;  and 
yet  we  find,  he  adds,  but  one  Socrates  amongft  them  that 

oppofed  and   laughed  at  their  polytheifm and  we  fee 

how  they  rewarded  him  for  it."  He  quotes  in  the  fame  place 
the  reproach  that  St.  Paul  made  to  this  people.  "  Ye  men 
"  of  Athens,  I  perceive  that  in  all  things  ye  are  too  fuperfti- 
"  tious,  for  as  I  paffed  by,  and  beheld  your  devotions,  I  found 
"  an  altar  with  this  infcription,  to  the  unknown  God*"     If 
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thefe  were  meant  for  proofs  of  what  he  aflerts,  they  were  un- 
luckily choien.  Matter  of  fact  is  miftaken  in  one,  and  in 
neither  of  them  is  there  the  leaft  color  of  argument.  Socrates 
was  fo  far  from  oppofing  the  religious  worfhip  eftablifhed  at 
Athens,  that  he  held  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  fol- 
low the  religion  eftablifhed  by  the  laws  of  his  city,  as  we  know 
upon  good  authority,  that  of  Xenophon  ;  and  if  we  turn  to 
the  Euthyphro  in  Plato,  we  mail  find  him  declaring,  in  his 
zeal  for  polytheifm,  againft  all  the  traditions  which  he  judged 
to  be  unworthy  of  the  gods,  tho  they  were  believed,  and  re- 
fpected  by  the  vulgar.  This  was  his  crime.  He  neither  op- 
pofed,  nor  laughed  at  polytheifm,  tho  he  certainly  believed  the 
unity  of  the  Supreme  Being.  But  the  zeal  of  bigots  in  thofe 
days,  as  in  ours,  made  it  no  lefs  criminal  to  reject  the  abufes 
of  religion,  than  to  profefs  atheifm  ;  and  a  faction  in  the  ftate 
took  advantage  of  this,  to  put  him  to  death. 

But  if  we  fuppofe,  for  argument  fake,  that  he  was  put  to 
death  for  oppofing  and  laughing  at  polytheifm,  and  idola- 
try ;  if  the  Athenians  were  fuperftitious,  as  they  were  un- 
doubtedly, and  if  they  dedicated  an  altar  to  the  unknown 
God,  what  will  all  this  ferve  to  prove  ?  It  will  prove  only  that 
men  are  apt,  and  even  the  moft  judicious  fometimes,  to  erect 
their  fcanty  knowledge  of  a  few  particulars  into  a  fuppofed 
general,  and  certain  knowledge  of  any  fubject.  A  little  tract 
of  land  pafles  with  them  for  the  whole  world,  two  or  three  na- 
tions for  all  mankind,  and  two  or  three  thoufand  years  for  all 
antiquity.  Are  we  able  to  compare  the  Athenians  very  exactly 
in  this  refpect,  or  in  any  other,  with  the  people  who  florifhed 
at  the  fame  time,  and  of  whom  we  have  fbme  accounts  in 
hiftory,  and  tradition  ?  How  much  lefs  are  we  able  to  compare 
them  with  fo  many  other  nations,  of  whom  not  fo  much  as  the 
names  are  come  down  to  us,  or  were  known  to  them  ?  What 
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argument  then  can  be  drawn  from  the  polytheifm,  idolatry,, 
and  mperftition  of  this  little  ftate,  to  that  of  the  whole  world, 
which  is  the  point  to  be  proved  ?  or  from  the  Athenians  in  the. 
days  of  Socrates,  or  St.  Paul,  even  to  the  Athenians  them- 
felves  in  the  ages  whereof  the  priefts  of  Sais  talked  to  Solon  : 
nay  to  the  whole  race  of  mankind  in  thefe,  and  ftill  more  an- 
tient  ages  ;  for  even  thefe  were  not  deemed  the  firft  ? 

I  might  leave  the  argument  here,  fince  the  author  of  the 
reafonablenefs  of  chriftianity  offers  no  other  proofs  of  the  fadts 
he  advances.  But  I  think  my  felf  obliged  to  juftify  my  opinion 
fo  contrary  to  his,  and  to  that  of  the  whole  crowd  of  fcholars, 
on  whofe  authority  he  refts.  Great  men  take  great  liberties, 
and  expert  to  be  believed  on  their  words,  and  the  difciples  of 
Mr.  Locke  have  as  good  aright,  as  the  difciples  of  any  philofo- 
pher,  to  ufe  the  dvjog  gQt).  But  for  me,  who  cannot  allow  it  to 
any  in  matters  which  I  am  able  to  examine,  and  who  mould 
think  myfelf  obliged  to  give  my  reafons  even  for  agreeing  with 
him  in  all  fuch  matters,  it  leems  ftill  more  incumbent  upon  me 
to  give  thofe  which  induce  me  to  differ  from  him ;  and  I  mall 
do  fo,  without  repeating  much  of  what  has  been  faid  by  me  al- 
ready. 

I  have  faid  in  the  former  efiay,  and  I  have  given  my  rea- 
fons for  it,  that  I  do  not  believe  mankind  difcemed  the  unity  of 
God  in  the  firft  dawnings  of  knowledge.  But  the  impreilions 
of  the  Creator  are  fo  ftrongly  marked  in  the  whole  extent  of  the 
creation,  and  the  idea  of  an  all-wife,  and  all-powerful  Being,  firft 
caufe  of  all  things,  is  fo  proportionable  to  human  reafon,  that 
it  muft  have  been  received  into  the  minds  of  men  as  foon  as 
they  began  to  contemplate  the  face  of  nature,  and  to  exercife 
their  reafon  in  fuch  contemplations ;  and  this  was  long  before 
the  commencement  of  any  traditions  that  we  find  out  of  the 
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books  of  Moses.      Prophane  memorials  mew  us  the  whole 
world,  and  facred  memorials  except  the  patriarchs,    and  the 
Ifraelites  alone  out  of  this  dark  fcene,  involved  in  polytheifm, 
fuperftition,    and  idolatry.     But  (till,    both  facred   and  pro- 
phane concur  in  mewing  us  fome  gleams  of  light  that  break  thro 
thefe  clouds,    fome  notices  of  the  knowledge,  and  worfhip  of 
the  true   God,    that  were  kept  up  among  the  fbns  of  men. 
They  appear  faintly,  and  very  imperfect  they  were  in  thefe  times, 
perhaps,  early  to  us,  tho  late  with  refpect  to  the  beginning  of 
our  mundane,  and  human  fyftem.     But  ftill  they  appear,  and 
give  us  fufficient  reafon  to  collect  from  their  appearances,  much 
more  than  they  mew  us  immediately. 

It  is  ftrange  to  obferve  how  unwilling  ecclefiaftical  writers 
and  divines  are  to  admit  this  truth ;  and  it  is  often  provoking 
to  obferve  that  they,  who  have  no  more  pretence  to  be  believed 
about  their  own  religion,  than  the  heathen  writers  about  theirs, 
prefume  to  contradict  what  the  latter  of  thefe  affirm  about  their 
faith,  in  oppofition  to  the  invectives  of  chriftian  writers,  tho 
they  appeal  to  the  antient  doctors  of  paganifm  whom  they 
do  not  appear  to  have  interpolated,  nor  under  whofe  names 
there  is  no  pretence  to  fay  that  they  have  impofed  any  fpurious 
books  on  the  world  ;  both  which  accufations  are  evidently  true 
of  our  chriftian  writers  in  the  firft,  and,  as  we  commonly  lay, 
the  pureft  ages  of  chriftianity.  It  is  ftranger  ftill  to  obferve 
how  little  regard  the  fame  perfons  pay,  upon  this  head,  even  to 
the  opinions  of  the  greateft  faints,  and  moft  learned  men  of 
their  own  church.  I  could  quote  many  inftances.  Let  one 
fuffice.  It  fhall  be  taken  from  St.  Austin,  who  anfwering  a 
paffage  of  Faustus  the  manichaean  *,  wherein  he  makes  the 
belief  of  one  Supreme  Being  the  common  badge  of  pagans, 
Jews,  and  Chriftians,  does  not  allow  indeed  that  the  Chriftians 
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took  the  opinion  of  a  divine  monarchy  from  the  heathens,  but 
is  forced  to  allow  that  thefe  were  not  fo  given  up  to  falfe  gods, 
as  to  lofe  the  belief  of  the  one  true  God,  from  whom  every 
kind  of  nature  proceeds  *. 

The  polytheifm,  fuperftition,  and  idolatry  of  Egypt  appear 
fo  monftrous  in  the  light  in  which  we  view  them,  that  they 
furnifh  the  principal  topics  of  every  declamation  againft  the 
theology  of  paganifm;  and  yet  I  perfuade  my  felf,  that  the 
knowledge  and  worfhip  of  God  in  his  unity,  had  prevailed 
even  there  in  times  unknown  to  us.  Let  it  be  considered  that 
the  Greeks,  thro  whom  all  our  prophane  anecdotes  concerning 
this  country  have  been  conveyed,  were  not  much  acquainted 
with  it,  nor  had  reforted  to  it  in  fearch  of  knowledge  till  the 
reign  of  Psammitichus,  that  is,  till  feventeen  or  eighteen  cen- 
turies after  the  eftablifhment  of  this  monarchy,  dating  this 
eftablifhment  only  from  Menes,  and  bringing  him  down  as  low 
as  he  is  dragged  by  Marsham.  Thales,  Solon,  and  Py- 
thagoras went  thither  nearly  about  the  fame  time,  in  the 
reign  of  Croesus  at  fooneft ;  or  in  that  of  Cambyses  at  lateft. 
By  this  chronology  it  appears,  that  an  immenfe  fpace  of  time, 
fufficient  for  many  revolutions  in  religion  and  government, 
was  elapfed  before  the  Greeks  had  the  means  of  being  well  in- 
formed about  either  ;  and  the  antiquities  of  Egypt  might  be  as 
obfcurely,  and  imperfectly  feen  by  thefe  firft  philofophers,  who 
went  thither,  as  the  greek  antiquities  are  by  us.  We  may 
pufh  this  consideration  farther,  and  fuppofe  that  the  fame  poly- 
theifm, fuperftition,  and  idolatry  that  they  found  eftablifhed 
in  Egypt,  were  eftablifhed  there  in  the  time  of  Orpheus,  fix 
or  feven  hundred  years  before,  or  even  in  the  time  of  Cecrops, 
Cadmus,  Danaus,  or  Erectheus,  who  are  faid  to  have  carried 

* Gentes  non  ufque  adeo  ad  falfos  dcos  efle  dilapfas,   ut  opinionem  amitte- 

rent  unius  veri  Dei,  ex  quo  eft  omnis  qualiicunque  natuia. 
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colonies,  letters,  and  civil  inftitutions  into  Greece  two  or  three 
hundred  years  fooner  than  Orpheus  carried  religions  rites  and 
myfteries  thither :  and  there  will  remain  ftill  behind  all  thefe 
events,  an  antiquity  more  than  fufficient  for  one  revolution  in 
theological  opinions,  and  in  religious  worfhip  at  leafl,  and  per- 
haps for  more  than  one. 

I  am  willing  to  grant  more  than  Eusebius,  or  any  one  elfe 
lias  proved,  and  yet  this  conceffion  will  only  thruft  the  aera  of 
egyptian  polytheifm    and  idolatry  back  into  a  greater   anti- 
quity.    It  will  not  give  any  grounds  to  aflert,  like  Eusebius, 
that  the  Egyptians  were  polytheifts,  and  idolaters,  or  profened 
a  fort  of  religious  atheifm  from  the  beginning,    nor  that  the 
Ifraelites  alone  knew,  and  worfhipped  the  true  God.      It  may 
lead  us  perhaps  to  opinions  very  oppolite  to  thefe,  and  much 
better  founded  on  prophane,  for  I  mall  not  yet  conlider  the  fa- 
cred  authority  that  is  alledged  for  them,  and  that  is  more  lb  in 
appearance  than  in  reality.     The  more  antient  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  polytheifm  and  idolatry  in  Egypt   is  agreed  to  have 
been,  the  ftronger  the  argument  grows,  that  may  be  drawn  from 
thofe  notices  that  we  have  in  our  moft  authentic  accounts  of 
egyptian  theology,  of  a  purer  faith  and  worfhip.     The  belief 
of  one  fupreme,  invifible,  and  incomprehenfible  Being,  Creator 
of  all  things,  muft  have  been  once  firmly  fettled  in  the  minds 
of  that  people,  when  fo  many  ages  of  prevalent   polytheifm 
and  idolatry  were  not  able  to  root  it  out,  nor  to  efface  the  traces 
of  the  worfhip  of  him.     Public  profeflion,  and  practice,  the 
outward  fyftem  of  religion,  was  altered,  and  the  purity  of  it 
corrupted  many  ways,  and  by  different  motives.     But  nothing 
except  conviction  could  have  preferved,  from  time  immemorial, 
in  the  fecret  theology,  or  inward  doctrine  of  the  Egyptians, 
this  fundamental  article  of  all  true  religion,  the  existence  of  one 
Supreme  Being,  Creator,  and  Monarch  of  the  univerfe,  and 

this 
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this  article  was  fo  preferved.  Whatever  errors  the  Egyptians, 
or  their  fcholars  the  Greeks,  admitted  into  their  theology,  this 
opinion  tinctured  every  theiftical  fyftem :  and  even  they  who 
held  the  world  to  be  eternal,  like  Aristotle  and  others,  held 
the  world,  and  the  deified  parts  of  it  to  be  fo,  not  as  felf-exiftent, 
but  as  eternal  effects  of  an  eternal  caufe.  Aristotle  argues 
in  his  metaphyfics  againft  the  folly  of  fuppofing  more  principles 
than  one,  and  nothing  can  be  more  exprefs  than  the  doctrine 
of  Plotinus  on  this  point,  where  he  diftinguifhes  between  prio- 
rity in  the  order  of  time,  and  priority  in  the  order  of  nature, 
and  makes  the  world  coaeval  with  God  no  otherwife,  than  as 
light  is  conceived  to  be  coaeval  with  the  fun. 

The  belief  of  one  Supreme  Being  may  appear  the  more  evi- 
dently to  have  been  that  of  the  Egyptians,  publicly  profefled 
in  the  moft  antient  times  of  that  monarchy,  and  held  at  all 
times  in  their  fecret  theology,  from  this  consideration,  that  it 
was  brought  from  thence  by  the  firft  of  the  Greeks,  who  went 
thither  for  inftruction,  and  that  the  fame  doctrine  was  held  by 
the  raft  of  thofe  who  had  ftudicd  this  philofophy.      Thales, 
and  Pythagoras,   to  fay  nothing  of  Plato  here,  who  came 
long  after,    brought   it  into   Greece,    difguifed  indeed  under 
hieroglyphical  and  myftical  reprefentations,   but  yet  too  plain- 
ly taught  to  be  mi  (taken  for  the  contrary  doctrine.     Anaxago- 
ras   made  a  more  public  ufe  of  it  by  his   writings,  and  has 
gone  away  with  the  honor  of  being  the  firft  of  the  Greeks  who 
introduced  a  nous,  or  mind,  into  the  cofmopoeia.     But  Tha- 
les was  of  the  fame  opinion  as  Anaxagoras,  and  Eusebius 
quotes  very  unfairly  what  this  philofopher  laid  of  water,  as  of 
the  firft  principle  of  all  things,  without  making  any  mention 
of  that  intelligence  who  framed  all  things  of  water  according 
to  Thales  *.     This  notion  of  a  fluid  chaos,  which  we  know 
to  have  been  very  general,   by  Plutarch  and  by  other  autho- 

*  Cic.  de  Nat.  Deor.  1.  i.  rities 
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rities,  was  very  mofaical  too,  and  points  up  to  an  egyptian  ori- 
ginal. The  founder  of  the  ionic  feci:  had  it  from  thence  mod 
certainly,  and  Moses  too,  if  we  give  any  credit  to  Si mplici us, 
who  fcrupled  not  to  declare,  as  I  find  him  quoted  by  Dr. 
Cudworth,  that  the  pafTages  in  thefirft  of  Generis  about  the 
creation  of  the  world  were  taken  from  egyptian  traditions. 
He  called  them  fabulous,  becaufe  he  was  a  "zealous  aflerter  of 
the  eternity  of  the  world.  But  his  authority  will  not  make 
them  pafs  for  fuch.  Moses,  who  had  been  inftructed  in  all 
the  wifdom  of  the  Egyptians,  might  believe  them  true  upon 
much  better  grounds.  Nay  more,  he  might  be  directed,  if 
you  pleafe,  by  inspiration  to  take  from  them  his  belief  of  the 
beginning  of  things.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  plain  that  the  Su- 
preme Being,  the  maker  of  the  world,  was  acknowledged  by  the 
egyptian  theology  at  the  firft  period  that  has  been  mentioned. 

To  prove  that  the  fame  doctrine  was  derived  from  the  lame 
fource,  by  the  laft  of  thofe  who  applied  themfelves  to  the  Study 
of  egyptian  theology,  I  fhall  content  myfelf  to  bring  Jambli- 
cus  forward ;  a  very  myfterious  writer  indeed,  and  yet  plain 
enough  to  eftablim  what  we  contend  for.  He  anfwers  the 
queftions  Porphyry  had  afked  of  Anebo,  under  the  name  of 
Abammon  the  mafter  of  Anebo.  He  was  a  Syrian,  a  very 
learned  man,  and  much  more  capable,  probably,  than  any 
Egyptian  of  that  age  to  give  a  body  of  their  divinity.  Now 
we  learn  by  the  eighth  fection  of  the  book  he  wrote  on  this  occa- 
sion, that  the  egyptian  philofophy  fuppcfjd  a  multitude  of  ef- 
fences,  as  they  exprefled  themfelves,  and  a  multitude  of  diffe- 
rent principles  of  thefe  enences,  from  whence  I  am  apt  to  think, 
that  Pythagoras  borrowed  his  numbers,  and  Plato  his  ideas. 
They  carried  their  inquiries  beyond  all  the  bounds  of  human; 
knowledge,  and  they  difputed,  as  we  do  now,  about  words. 
But  Still  it  is  manifeft,  that  thefe  elfences,  or  principles,  were 

deemed 
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deemed  fubordinate  to  the  firft  caufe  ;  for  before  them  all,  and 
before  their  firft.  god  and  king  the  fun,  they  acknowledged  a 
Being,  the  fountain  of  all  being,  the  root  of  all  intelligible 
ideas.  From  this  Being  proceeded,  according  to  this  theology, 
u  explicuit  fe"  in  Gale's  tranflation,  that  being  who  is  his 
own  father,  fufficient  to  himfelf,  the  God  of  gods,  the  father 
of  effences  from  whom  all  exiftence  flows.  This  was  the  doc- 
trine which  Mercurius  Trismegistus  taught,  and  thefe  were 
the  principles  he  placed  before  the  aetherial,  empyreal,  and  ce- 
leftial  deities,  concerning  whom  he  wrote  a  great  number  of 
volumes.  That  this  is  a  rhapfody  of  nonfenfe,  I  agree  mofl 
readily.  But  it  may  not  be  lefs  genuine  for  that,  and  it  is  fuf- 
ficient for  mypurpofe;  fince  it  eftablifhes  the  unity  of  God  even 
more  precifely,  and  lefs  myfterioufly  than  the  Athanafian  creed. 

That  greek  metaphy ileal  refinements  helped  to  render  the 
egyptian  theology  lefs  intelligible,  I  fhall  not  controvert ;  tho 
he  muft  pafs  for  a  dogmatical  pedant,  who  premmes  to  affirm, 
that  they  did  fo,  and  pretends  to  be  a  competent  judge  of  the 
matter.  But  fure  I  am,  that  the  orthodoxy  of  it,  in  this  great 
point,  is  better  proved  by  this  quotation  from  Jamblicus,  than 
the  fuppofed  monftrous  heterodoxy  of  it  by  any  authority  Eu- 
sebius  brings  tojuflify  his  charge.  He  affirms  very  pofitively, 
in  the  third  book  of  his  evangelical  preparation,  that  no  other 
gods,  befides  the  ftars,  were  acknowledged  even  in  the  hidden 
theology  of  the  Egyptians;  that  the  creation  of  the  univerfe 
was  afcribed  to  the  vifible  fun  alone,  and  all  things  depended, 
according  to  it,  on  fatal  neceffity,  and  on  the  influence  of  the 
ftars,  without  the  intervention  of  any  incorporeal  being,  any 
efficient  reafbn,  God,  gods,  or  invifible  intelligent  natures.  To 
maintain  this  flout  aflertion,  he  quotes  a  fragment  of  Porphy- 
ry's letter  to  An e bo,  and  triumphs  much  in  it,  tho  it  makes 
nothing  to  his  purpofe.     It  proves  that  Chaeremon,  and  fome 

other 
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■other  writers  had  induced  Porphyry  to  doubt  concerning  this 
article  of  the  egyptian  creed,  and  that  he  writ  to   his  prieft  to 
be  informed  of  the  truth.     Chaeremon  was  an  egyptian,  and 
had  been  a  prieft,  as  Anebo  was ;   for  neither  the  comic  poet, 
nor  any  other  of  that  name,  can  be  the  perfon  intended,    as  it 
fecms  to  me.     Porphyry  might  poflibly  know  nothing  more 
of  him.     His  authority,  therefore,  appeared  fufficient  to  make 
Porphyry  inquire.     But  it  was  not  fufficient  to  make  Euse- 
bius affirm,  in  flat  contradiction  to  fo  many  better  authorities, 
and  even  to  his  own  in  other  places.      This  Chaeremon,   I  be- 
lieve,   was  he  who  had  accompanied  Aelius   Gallus  in  his 
voyage  from  Alexandria  higher  up  into  Egypt,    and  had  been 
derided  for  his   ignorance  and  arrogance  by  the  whole  compa- 
ny.    Strabo  had  been  one  of  this  company,    and  Eusebius 
had  read  the   feventeenth   book  of  his    geography,    without 
doubt,  wherein  an  account  is  given  of  this  important  perfon. 
It  is  fhameful,  therefore,  to  fee  him  quoted  for  the  true  notions 
of    egyptian   theology.     There  were  fome   philofophers  and 
learned  men  in  Egypt,  very  probably,  in  the  time  of  Chaere- 
mon.    But  the  colleges  of  thofe  antient  philofophers,    under 
whom  Eudoxus  and  Plato  had  ftudied,    were  defert;    or  if 
they  remained,  they  were  become  feminaries  of  priefts,     who 
took  care  of  facrifices,  performed  the  other  rites  of  fuperftition, 
exercifed  all  the  craft  of  their  order,  and  took  no  pains  to  im- 
prove themfelves  and  others  in  knowledge.      Eusebius  mould 
have  remembered,  that  if  Chaeremon's  authority  was   good 
againft  the  Egyptians,  it  was  of  fome  force  and  weight  againft  the 
Jews,  which  he  would  have  been  as  unwilling  to  admit  as  Jose- 
PHus,whoaccufed  Chaeremon  for  this  reafon  of  impofture,un- 
lefs  he  had  avowed  in  this  cafe  a  maxim,  which  he  and  Joseph  us 
have  done  little  elfe  than  avow  in  others,  that  the  fame  teftimo- 
ny  is  good  when  it  makes  for  them,    and  bad  when  it  makes 
againft  them.     Eusebius  mould  have  remembered,    when  he 
.  Vol.  IV.  D  d  derided 


202  ESSAY     THE     THIRD. 

derided  the  comment  of  Porphyry  on  the  verfes  attributed  to 
Orpheus,  and  when  he  afked  how  the  author,  whoever  he  was, 
could  fing  of  God,  or  mean  that  efficient  mind  that  created 
the  univerfe,  who  had  never  heard  of  any  fuch  doctrine  ?  He 
mould  have  remembered,  I  fay,  that  he  begged  the  que- 
ftion,  and  fuppofed  what  he  had  not  proved  againft  the 
pagans. 

It  has  been  obferved  already,  that  the  unity  of  a  Supreme 
Being  muft  have  been  once  a  firft  principle  of  egyptian  religi- 
on, fince  it  pierced  thro  fuch  an  immenfe  feries  of  polytheifm, 
fuperftition,  and  idolatry.  Here  we  may  obferve  to  the  fame 
purpofe,  that  all  the  metaphyseal  and  theological  refinements 
of  Egypt  and  Greece,  were  not  able  to  remove  this  angular 
ftone  of  true  theifm.  When  metaphyfi.es  and  theology  are 
made  fciences,  and  thefe  fciences  become  the  profefiions  of  or- 
ders of  men,  who  increafe  their  confideration  in  the  world,  or 
advance  their  temporal  interefb  by  creating  an  appearance  of 
myftery  where  there  is  none,  or  by  increasing  it  where  it  is,  the 
fimplicity  of  religion  will  be  loft  of  courfe,  and  natural  theolo- 
gy will  be  transformed  into  artificial.  We  may  find  examples 
to  confirm  this  truth  in  the  chriftian  fyftem,  and  I  much  doubt 
whether  the  evangelifts  would  underftand  the  epiftles  of  St. 
Paul,  tho  one  of  them  was  his  fcribe,  or  St.  Paul  the  works 
of  St.  Austin,  tho  the  faint  took  fo  much  of  his  theology 
from  the  apoftle.  This  happened  in  the  egyptian  fyftem  of  re- 
ligion; but  this  fundamental  article,  the  unity  of  God,  was 
preferved,  tho  darkened  and  perplexed  by  the  engraftments 
made  upon  it.  Such  were  thofe  which  may  be  found  in 
Plato,  and  in  the  latter  platonicians ;  fuch  were  thofe 
which  I  have,  and  others  which  I  might  have  cited  from 
Jamblicus.  But  in  all  of  them  the  exiftence  of  a  Supreme 
Being,    the  Being  of  beings,  the  God  of  gods,   the  fountain 

of 
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of  all   exiftence,    the  root  of  all  intelligible   ideas,    was  ac- 
knowledged. 

May  one  not  think,  without  being  too  hypothetical,  that 
weCcc  in  the  anecdote  Plutarch  *  relates  concerning  the  belief 
and  worfhip  of  the  people  of  the  theban  dynafty,  the  laft 
ftage  of  orthodox  faith,  and  of  natural  religion  in  Egypt  ? 
They  adored  the  one  God  eternal,  invifible,  not  like  to  any 
vilible  objedts,  nor  to  be  reprefented  by  them.  I  \\{c  Mr. 
Locke's  words,  for  if  he  had  intended  to  defcribe  this  faith 
and  worfhip  from  Plutarch,  he  could  not  have  done  it  more 
exactly,  and  yet  this  is  the  defcription  of  that  God  who  was 
not  known,  according  to  him,  till  the  light  of  the  gofpel  ma- 
nifefted  him  to  the  world.  He  might  have  affertedjuft  as  tru- 
ly, that  no  men  but  the  Jews  knew  how  to  read  and  write, 
before  the  coming  of  Chrift,  becaufe  many  of  them  knew  it 
ill,  as  they  do  to  this  day,  and  fome  of  them  did  not  know  it 
at  all. 


At  what  time  the  true  God  was  thus  publicly  known  and 
worfhiped  in  the  upper  Egypt,  it  is  impofiible  to  determine. 
But  we  fee  in  the  hiftory  afcribed  to  Moses,  that  he  was  known 
in  the  lower  Egypt,  and  the  neighbouring  country  of  the  Cha- 
naanites  in  the  days  of  Abraham.  The  adventures  of  this  patri- 
arch and  his  fon,  when  their  wives  were  taken  from  them, 
are  told  in  feveral  chapters  of  Generis  a  little  confufedly,  but 
however  they  ferve  to  eftablifh  this  facl:.  No  man,  who  reads 
the  twentieth  chapter  of  Generis,  can  doubt,  whether  it  was 
the  true  God,  or  not,  of  whom  the  author  meant  to  fpeak, 
and  who  appeared  to  the  firft  of  the  Abimelechs  in  his  fleep. 
It  has  been  faid,  I  know,  on  this  occasion,  that  God  manifeft- 
ed  himfelf  fomctimes  to  thofe  who  were  not  in  his  alliance,  or 


*  De  Iside  &  Osiride. 
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covenant,  but  that  he  did  this  always  for  the  fake  of  his  own 
people.  He  did  it  then,  at  this  time,  to  preferve  Sarah's 
chaftity.  Be  it  fo.  But  (till  he  manifefted  himfelf  on  this  im- 
portant occafion.  The  king  of  Gerar  knows  him,  and  appeals 
to  his  juftice.  God  is  pleafed  to  declare  that  the  king's  inten- 
tions were  not  criminal,  and  that  he  had  therefore  kept  him 
from  the  commiflion  of  the  fin,  a  very  unneceffary  reftraint, 
furely,  fince  the  king  did  not  intend  to  commit  it,  fince  his 
intentions  were  not  criminal.  God  commands,  the  king  obeys, 
Abraham  intercedes,  and  Abimelech  is  reftored  to  the  power 
of  begetting,  and  his  wife  and  his  concubines  to  the  power  of 
conceiving  children.  The  fame,  or  which  is  more  likely,  fome 
other  Abimelech  had  taken  warning,  and  therefore  as  foon  as 
he  knew  that  Rebecca  was  the  wife  of  Isaac,  he  threatened 
death  to  any  man,  who  mould  prefume  to  He  with  her,  and 
bring  fo  great  a  fin  on  him,  and  his  people.  He  followed 
Isaac  to  Berfabea,  and  there  this  king,  his  minifter,  and  his 
general  defired  to  make  a  folemn  league  with  him,  becaufe  they 
knew  that  the  Lord  was  with  him  *.  The  reafon  they  gave, 
to  induce  him  to  confent,  was  not  only  that  they  had  done  no 
hurt  to  him,  nor  his,  but  that  they  had  fent  him  from  Gerar, 
with  the  blefling  of  the  Lord  f.  Is,  the  true  God  pointed  more 
directly  out  any  where  in  the  famejbook?  Do  not  the  Abime- 
lechs  acknowledge  him,  and  conduct  themfelves,  on  this 
occafion,  as  one  of  the  patriarchs  might  have  done. 

Melchisedech  muft  not  be  forgot  in  this  place.  A  thou- 
fand  idle  guefies  have  been  made,  and  various  fables  invented 
about  him.  St.  Paul,  in  his  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews,  fhews, 
great  cabaliftical  fkill  on  this  fubject,  and  grounds  on  fuch  for- 
ced allufions  as  might  pafs  in  the  fchool  of  Gamaliel,    the 

*  Tecum  effe  Dominum.  * 

•f*  Dimifimus  auctum  beneclictione  Domini.    Gen.  vi.  26. 
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leaft  conclufive  reafoning  that  was  ever  heard  out  of  it.  The 
book  of  Genefis  fays  little  of  this  king  and  prieft,  but  enough  to 
fhew,  that  the  true  God  was  known  to  others  befides  the  jcvv- 
iffi  line  of  patriarchs,  and  before  the  Ifraelites  were  a  people. 
He  was  of  egyptian  race,  as  fome  have  aflerted  without  any 
grounds,  I  believe,  of  hiflory  or  tradition,  but  not  without  an 
air  at  leaft  of  probability.  In  all  cafes,  he  was  prieft  of  the 
1110ft  high  God,  as  well  as  king  of  Salem.  As  fuch  he  blef- 
fed  Abraham;  as  fuch  the  father  of  the  faithful  received  his 
bleiling ;  as  fuch  he  paid  him  the  tithes  of  his  plunder,  which 
is  a  title,  by  the  way,  for  carrying  the  divine  right  of  tithes  far- 
ther than  the  moderation  of  the  church  has  hitherto  carried 
it  *.  Since  he  was  a  prieft  of  the  true  God,  as  well  as  king  of 
Salem,  or  Jerufalem,  are  we  to  believe  that  his  fubjedts  were 
all  idolaters  ?  The  fuppofition  cannot  be  reconciled  to  common 
fenfe ;  and  finee  it  cannot,  fure  I  am  that  the  proportions  I 
combat  cannot  be  fo,  nay  I  have  the  authority  of  the  bible  on 
my  fide.     I  fhall  have  it  lb  again  before  I  have  done. 

If  I  would  proceed  now,  as  learned  men  prefume  to  do  very 
frequently,  and  without  the.  leaft  fcruple,  I  might  venture  to 
affirm,  on  thefe  foundations  a  little  extended  and  improved, 
not  only  that  the  true  God  was  known  by  the  Egyptians, 
and  by  fome  of  the  people  of  Paleftine  before  the  vocation  of 
Abraham,  but  that  this  patriarch,  who  became  the  father  of 
the  faithful,  tho  faid  to  have  been  bred  an  idolater,  learned 
this  orthodox  faith  in  Egypt,  and  the  neighbouring  countries, 
if  he  was  fo  bred  in  his  own.  But  I  am  not  fcholar  enough  to 
prefume  to  affirm  on  wild  conjecture.  I  dare  go  no  farther 
than  fufficient  probability  leads  me,  and  fufficient  vouchers  fup- 
port  me.     With  thefe  on  my  fide,  I  might  go  on  to  fhew, 

*  What  is  here  faid,  is  faid  on  the  authority  of  St.  Paul  ;    for  if  we  believe  Mo- 
-ses,  it  may  be  that  Melchtsedech  paid  tithes  to  Abraham, 

that 


2o6  ESSAY     THE     THIRD. 

that  the  unity  of  a  Supreme  God  was  taught  both  by  the  chal- 
daeans,  and  the  magi,  and  might  reft  on  the  proofs  brought 
by  Cudworth  in  his  intellectual  fyftem,  by  Hide  in  his  trea- 
tife  concerning  the  religion  of  the  antient  Perfians,  and  by  other 
authors,  leaving  critics,  who  are  not  able  to  fubvert  the  fyftems 
of  thefe  writers,  to  nibble  at  fome  particular  circumftances. 
But  I  choofe  to  leap  at  once  to  the  extremity  of  the  Eaft,  and 
to  mew  by  anecdotes  lefs  common,  that  a  nation,  lately  known, 
had,  in  as  great,  or  even  a  greater  antiquity,  the  fame 
faith. 

The  nation  I  mean  is  the  Chinefe,  who  will  not  be  fufpect- 
ed,  one  would  think,  of  having  had  any  communication  with 
the  Ifraelites,  tho  I  would  not  anfwer  for  fuch  antiquaries  as 
Huetius,  nor  others  of  that  ftamp.  The  Chinefe  have  their 
pentateuch  as  well  as  the  Jews,  and  one  volume  of  it  is  as  old  as 
Fohi  the  founder  of  their  empire.  Two  other  volumes  contain 
records  as  old  at  leaft  as  the  deluge,  and  the  two  laft  are  collecti- 
ons from  other  antient  monuments  publifhed  by  Confucius, 
who  lived  fix  hundred  years  before  Christ,  and  was  therefore 
elder  than  Esdras.  The  chinefe  fcholars,  as  proud  of  the  an- 
tiquity of  their  nation  as  ever  any  of  thofe  who  difputed  former- 
ly about  theirs  could  be,  might  difregard  our  moft  antient  tra- 
ditions, and  look  on  Moses  as  a  modern  hiftorian.  They 
might  found  their  incredulity  on  their  credulity,  and  their  po- 
fitivenefs  on  their  ignorance ;  which  is  the  general  cafe  of  bi- 
gots in  the  Weft,  as  well  as  in  the  Eaft.  But  for  us,  who  have 
the  happinefs  to  live  in  this  inlightened  age,  and  who  pretend 
to  examine  every  thing,  and  to  judge  according  to  evidence, 
we  fhould  have  no  good  grace  to  reject  the  clafGcal  books  of 
the  Chinefe.  They  come  to  us  upon  as  good  original  authori- 
ty as  that  of  the  Jews,  they  contain  as  few  things  that  are 
repugnant  to  the  general  obfervation  and  experience  of  man- 
kind 
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kind  as  any  other  antient  records,  and  much  fewer  than  fome ; 
and  they  have  been  preferved  in  a  manner  that  gives  them  a 
lingular  authenticity,  into  which  I  will  not  enter,  becaufe  it 
would  lead  me  far,  and  might  caufe  fome  invidious  compari- 
fons  *. 

This  authenticity  is  Co  well  eftablifhed,  that  the  atheifts  in 
China  are  forced  to  fubmit  to  it,  and  tho  their  advantage  would 
be  to  reject  thefe  books,  they  endeavour,  by  all  the  artifice  of 
fophiftry,  to  drag  a  meaning  out  of  them,  which  may  feem 
to   fet  the   opinion  of  antiquity  on   their  fide.      The  antient 
fages  among  the  Chinefe,    like  thofe  of  other  nations,  delivered 
their  doctrines  in  fhort  apophthegms,  in  parables  and  allegories. 
They  who  followed  were  not  fo  laconic,  but  even  they  dealed 
much  in  figure ;    and  allegory  allegorifing  allegory  very  often 
by  way  of  explanation,  the  fenfe,    which  was  at  firft  obfeure, 
grew  to  be  worfe  than  obfeure.     It  grew  to  be  litigious.      The 
paraphrases  and  commentaries  multiplied,  the  difputes  increaf- 
cd,     and  the  labor  on  every  fide  has  been  to  confirm  different 
and  oppofite  opinions,   by  different  expofitions  of  the  fame  text. 
The  language,  as  well  as  genius,   of  this  people  has  helped  to 
increafe  the  confufion,  not  fo  much  indeed  as  if  theie  books  had 
paffed  thro  feveral  languages,    but  ftill  a  great  deal  from  the 
fcarcity  of  words,  and  the  neceflity  of  fupplying  this  defect, 
when  they  fpeak  by  numberlefs  inflections  and  tones  of  voice, 
and  when  they  write  by  numberlefs  points  and  accents. 

A  jesuit,  who  reftored  the  minion  in  the  laft  century,  af- 
ter it  had  been  fome  time  interrupted  by  the  authority  of  the 
government,  took  a  method  which  it  is  to  the  prefent  purpofe  to 
mention.  He  engaged  in  the  difpute  that  was  carried  on  be- 
tween the  theifts  and  the  atheifts,    and  maintained  in  concert 

*  Vid.  Scien.  Sin.  &c. 
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with  the  former,  that  the  antient  Chinefe  believed  and  wor- 
shiped one  God.  This  God,  the  God  of  their  fathers,  denied 
by  fome,  forgot  by  more,  and  almoft  unknown,  he  declared 
to  be  the  God  whofe  revelation,  and  whofe  will  he  came  to 
publifh  among  them.  Neither  he,  nor  thofe  who  followed 
him  have  made  many  real  converts  to  chriftianity,  nor  per- 
fuaded  that  people  to  believe  that  his  religion  was  in  former 
times  eftablifhed  amongft  them,  tho  many  pious  frauds  have 
been  employed  for  that  purpofe.  But  in  the  other  part,  there 
has  been  lefs  difficulty,  and  more  fuccefs,  for  the  ftate  of  the 
difpute  feems  to  have  flood  thus. 

A  being  called  Xam  Ti,  which  words  fignify  the  Supreme 
King,  appears  in  all  their  antient  books  to  have  been  worfhiped 
as  the  difpenfer  of  temporal  good  and  evil  to  mankind.  Fohi 
offered  victims,  and  Hoam  Ti  built  a  temple  to  this  divinity. 
From  this  time,  that  is  from  an  aera  anterior  to  any  of  ours, 
the  fame  worfhip  continued,  together  with  religious  rites  prac- 
tifed  in  honor  of  inferior  fpirits  *,  who  are  fometimes  called  the 
minifters  of  the  Supreme  King,  and  who  are  faid  by  one  of  the 
interpreters  of  Confucius,  to  exercife  their  offices  "  in  hoc 
"  coeli  et  terrae  medio,"  to  bring  bleffings  on  the  good,  and 
punifhments  on  the  wicked.  The  book  Xu  Kim  fays  ex- 
preflly,  that  their  great  emperor  and  legiflator  Xun  facrificed 
to  Xam  Ti,  and  to  the  fix  principal  fpirits.  Another  claffical 
book  mentions  a  very  antient  edict,  by  which  all  the  people  are 
commanded  to  pay  honor  to  the  Supreme  Emperor  of  heaven, 
and  likewife  to  the  fpirits,  that  the  fpirits  may  intercede  for  the 
happinefs  of  the  people,  "  ut  pro  populo  flagitarent  felicita- 
'"  tern."  Such  paffages,  and  a  multitude  of  others  to  the  like 
effect,  are  found  in  the  antient  books  of  the  Chinefe,  as  we 
learn  from  the  jefuits,  from  whom  alone  we  can  have  any  tole- 
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rable  information,  and  it  mould  feem  that  fuch  authorities  were 
Sufficient  to  decide  the  controverfy,  and  to  leave  no  doubt  whe- 
ther the  antient  people  of  this  country  believed  a  God,  or  were 
atheifts.  But  the  men  of  letters  among  them  at  this  time  pro- 
fefs  a  fort  of  fpinozifm,  to  which  they  endeavour  to  reconcile 
thefe  paflages,  and  there  are  many  examples  in  the  "  fcientia 
"  finica"  of  the  extravagant  paraphrafes  they  make  for  this 
purpofe. 

The   atheifts  infift,    and  the  theifts  admit,  that  the  word 
Tien,  which  fignifles  heaven,  is  frequently  ufed  now,  and  was 
fo  antiently  as  fy nonymous  to  the  words  Xam  Ti.     What  the 
atheifts  would  infer  from  thence  is  obvious,  but  by  no  means 
conclufive.      Their  forefathers  imagined,  as  I  believe  that  all 
the  antient  people  of  the  world  did,  and  as  almoft  all  the  peo- 
ple of  the  world  do  ftill,  that  the  habitation  of  God,   and  all 
celeftial  beings  was  above  that  canopy  which  appeared  to  be 
fpread  over  their  heads,  and  which  they  called  heaven.     From 
hence  the  cuftom  arofe  of  employing  the  word  which  fignifies 
the  place  of  revidence,    for  the  word  that  denotes  the  being 
who  is  fuppofed  to  reftde  in  it.     But  the  argument,  that  re- 
mits from  the  promifcuous  ufe  of  thefe  words,  will  turn,   ac- 
cording to  my  apprehenfton,    directly  againft  the  ufe  which 
the  atheift  would  make  of  it.     If  the  antient  Chinefe  had  ac- 
knowledged no  higher  principle  than   matter  and  form,  no 
fupreme  intelligent  Being,  the  words  Xam  Ti,  far  from  being 
*  ufed  as  fynonymous  to  the  word  Tien,  would  never  have  come 
into  ufe  at  all.     A  man  who  mould  fay  at  Pekin,   China  de- 
clared war  againft  the  Tartars,  or  the  emperor  of  China  did  fo, 
would  fpeak  as  intelligibly  as  a  man  at  London  would  do,  who 
fhould  fay  Great  Britain,    or  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  de- 
clared war  againft  France.     But  the  lame  manner  of  fpeaking 
cannot  obtain  in  a  country  that  has  neither  emperor,  nor  king ; 
Vol.  IV.  E  e  and 
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and   no  dutchman  ever   faid   indifferently  this  Holland   did, 
or  this  the  king  of  Holland  did.      This  argument  muft  be 
the  ftronger  in  the  mouths  of  chinefe  theifts ;   becaufe  in  the 
fame  books,  wherein  the  words  we  have  mentioned  are  thus 
ufed,  the  feparate  exiftence  of  the  fpirits  of  mountains,  rivers, 
and  cities,  and  of  the  feafons,  the  fun,  the  moon,  and  the  pla- 
nets is  taught :   and  yet  thefe  feparate  fpirits,  and  the  things 
over  which  they  prefide,  are  fpoken  of  with  the  fame  licence. 
They  are  called  indifferently  the  fpirit  of  the  mountain,  or  of 
the  river,  and  the  mountain  or  the  river ;  nay  the  very  fame  words 
that  are  employed  to  fignify  the  fortifications  of  a  city,  are  em- 
ployed to  fignify  the  tutelary  fpirits  of  that  city.     On  the  whole 
we  may  conclude,  that  a  Supreme  Being  was  known  to  the  an- 
tient  Chinefe,    tho  fuperftition,    idolatry,    and  atheifm  have 
been  fo  prevalent  among  that  people  fince.      The  facrifices  per- 
formed with   fo  much  order  and  pomp,  fo  much  reverence 
and  religious  awe,    the  fails,  the  purifications,  and  the  other 
a6ls  of  divine  worfhip  which  were  pra£tifed,  were  not  performed 
and  pra6lifed  furely  in  honor  of  matter  and  form,  nor  directed 
to  thefe  vague  ideas  of  the  human  mind.     The  emprefles  who 
nourifhed  filk  worms,  and  weaved  ornaments  for  the  altars ; 
the  emperors  who  plowed  and  fowed  annually,  and  raifed  by 
the  fweat  of  their  brows  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  which  they  of- 
fered on  thofe  altars,  acknowledged  without  doubt  fome  other 
divinity  than  Tai  Kie,  and  Li.      Thus  we  muft  think,  unlefs 
we  can  be  as  abfurd  as  Eusebius,  and  figure  to  our  felves  a 
fort  of  religious  atheifts,  who  acknowledging  no  deity  befides 
dead  and  fenfelefs  matter,  yet  worfhiped  it,  invoked  it,  and 
implored  it's   alliftance.     But  this  fottifhnefs  and   contradic- 
tious   nonfenfe  Cudworth  cannot  believe  incident  to  human 
nature  *,  and  I  prefume  to  think  that  moft  men  will  be  of 
the  fame  mind. 

*  IntelL  fyftenv 
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SECTION     II. 


The  particular  proofs  that  have  been  brought,  or  to  which 
I  have  referred  in  this,  and  the  foregoing  eflay,  are  fufficient 
to  deftroy  the  credit  of  the  aflertions  to  which  they  are  oppof- 
ed.  But  it  may  be  proper  to  fhcw  farther,  that  if  there  were 
no  fuch  particular  proofs  of  the  acknowledgment  of  the  one 
true  God  by  other  nations  befides  the  Ifraelites,  yet  the  af- 
fumption  that  he  was  acknowledged  by  them  alone,  and  that 
all  other  nations  were  polytheifts  and  idolaters,  from  the  be- 
ginning, would  deferve  to  be  rejected  for  it's  abfurdity ;  fince 
it  will  be  found  inconfiftent  with  the  tenor  of  the  mofaical  hif- 
tory,  when  we  take  fcripture  for  our  guide,  and  with  all  the 
rules  of  judgment  that  obfervation,  experience,  and  good 
fenfe  fuggeft  to  us,  when  we  confider  the  human  character, 
and  the  courfe  of  human  affairs.  I  am  not  furprifed  when 
I  meet  in  Bochart  with  fuch  an  anertion  as  this  boldly  ad- 
vanced, that  "  there  was  no  church  before  the  deluge  except 
"  in  the  family  of  Seth,"  and  that  after  the  deluge,  "  till  the 
"  coming  of  Christ,  God  made  himfelf  known  to  no  people 
"  except  to  thofe  who  were  of  the  race  of  Sem  *."  But  when 
I  meet  with  fuch  aflertions  as  I  have  quoted  from  Mr.  Locke, 
in  an  author  who  lays  afide  the  comments  and  fyftems  of  di- 
vines, and  betakes  himfelf  to  the  fole  reading  of  the  fcriptures, 
I  confefs  myfelt  furprifed,  to  the  laft  degree,  at  the  weakneis 
of  the  flrongeft  minds. 

We  have  nothing  to  do  here  with  the  antediluvian  world. 
We  leave  the  ecclefiaftical  hiftory  of  it  to  Bochart,  and  the 
natural  to  Burnet.  But  if  we  confult  the  bible  for  what  pafled 
after  the  deluge,  and  is  to  our  prefent  purpofe,  we  mall  find 
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that  the  knowledge  of  the  one  true  God,  derived  to  Noah 
from  Adam  by  uninterrupted  fucceffion,  and  confirmed  to  him 
by  many  particular  revelations,  muft  have  been  common  to 
him,  and  to  his  family,  as  much  as  thofe  particular  precepts 
which  he  is  faid  to  have  received  from  the  mouth  of  God,  and 
which  are  called  "  praecepta  noachidarum."  The  fons  of 
Noah,  therefore,  when  they  difperfed  themfelves  to  re-people 
the  world,  muft  have  carried  this  knowledge  with  them,  and 
have  communicated  it  to  their  defcendants,  in  all  the  fettle- 
ments  they  made,  and  in  all  the  colonies  that  were  propagated 
from  thefe. 

This  is  fo  evident  that  it  would  fuffer  no  difpute  in  any  fi- 
milar  cafe:  and  yet  for  reafons  not  hard  to  find,  nor  proper 
to  avow,  it  is  denied  in  this.  Lactantius  fays  *,  that  Ham 
the  fon  of  Noah  fettled  in  Arabia,  and  that  having  not  receiv- 
ed the  worfhip  of  God  by  tradition  from  his  father,  the  nation 
he  founded  was  the  firft  that  knew  not  God.  A  ftrange  af- 
fertion  indeed,  and  fuch  an  one  as  cannot  be  true,  if  the  facred 
hiftory  be  fo.  We  read  there  *f-,  that  the  patriarch  lying  drunk 
and  naked  in  his  tent,  and  this  ungracious  fon  feeing  him  in 
that  indecent  condition,  he  told  it  to  his  brothers;  that  Sem 
and  Japhet  went  reverently  backwards,  faw  not  their  father's 
nudity,  and  threw  a  cloak  over  him  §.  After  this,  Noah 
pronounced  the  prophetical  curfe  againft  Chanaan,  the  fon 
of  Ham,  who  was  to  be  the  fervant  of  the  fervants  of  his  bro- 
thers ||  ;  and  this  prophecy,  it  is  faid  by  Bochart  and  others, 
had  it's  completion  when  the  Chanaanites  were  fubdued  by  the 
Ifraelites.  But  whatever  criticifms  good  or  bad  may  be  made 
on  it,  and  whatever  reflection  the  punifhment  of  Chanaan> 

*  De  Orig.  Er.  c.  4.  j-  Gen.,  ix.. 
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who  had  no  fhare  in  his  father's  crime,  may  fuggeft,  this  gave 
the  Ifraelites  the  fole  title  they  had  to  the  land  of  promife  by 
the  grant  God  made  of  it  to  the  pofterity  of  Abraham,  and 
was  employed  to  juftify  all  the  cruelties  they  exercifed  on  the 
Chanaanites. 


This  unfortunate  per/on  was  not  only  punimed  in  his  race, 
as  the  prophecy  threatened,  but  his  name  and  memory  arc 
cruelly  perfecuted  to  this  day  by  the  unrelenting  wrath  of  jew- 
ifh  and  chriftian  writers.  Some  have  accufed  him  of  gelding 
his  father,  and  fome  of  committing  inceft  with  his  mother. 
He  was  banifhed,  they  fay,  to  the  fcorching  climate  of  Africa, 
and  the  color  of  his  pofterity  is  a  lafting  monument  of  the 
blacknels  of  his  crimes.  He  not  only  preferved  and  propa- 
gated the  necromancy  which  he  had  learned  of  the  lafcivioua 
angels  before  the  deluge  *,  but  he  became  himfelf  an  object  of 
idolatry,  as  he  had  been  an  idolater,  and  was  worfhiped  under 
the  name  of  Jupiter  Hammon.  They  who  can  believe  all 
this,  may  believe  that  polytheifm  and  idolatry  were  eftablifh- 
ed  immediately  after  the  deluge.  But  they,  who  are  not  quite 
fo  credulous,  will  fee  that  fuch  opinions  are  irreconcileable  to  the 
fcriptures,  and  to  common  lenfe.  Noah  might  be  as  angry  as 
he  pleafed  with  his  reprobate  fon,  and  might  conceal  from  him 
as  many  traditions  as  he  could,  yet  ftill  this  fon  had  been  an  eye- 
witnefs  of  the  deluge,  he  had  been  faved  with  the  reft  of  the 
family  in  the  ark,  he  had  aftifted  his  father  without  doubt  in 
building  it,  and  in  making  all  the  other  preparations  for  that 
great  cataftrophe,  as  well  as  for  the  renewal  of  the  fpecies  of 
animals,  and  the  reftoration  of  things  afterwards.  Is  it  poftible 
to  conceive,  that  he  fhould  not  have  heard,  whilft  they  floated 
together  over  the  drowned  world,  who  that  God  was  by  whole 
power  it  was  drowned,  and  what  thofe  crimes  were  which  had 
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drawn  this  aftoniihing  definition  on  mankind  ?  It  is  impofTible. 
His  father  could  not  conceal  this  knowledge  from  him.  Ham 
knew  the  one  true  God  moft  certainly,  and  had  often  joined  in 
the  worfhip  of  him.  He  could  no  more  be  ignorant  of  God  than 
he  could  be  of  the  deluge. 

This  is  fo  very  plain,  that  it  cannot  be  directly,  nor  gene- 
rally denied,  whatever  exprefHons  may  be  fometimes  ufed  by 
men  whom  learning  emboldens,  and  zeal  is  apt  to  tranfport. 
But  then  the  chronology,  founded  on  the  genealogies  in  the 
book  of  Genefis,  fuppofes  the  tradition  of  thefe  revelations,  by 
which  God  communicated  himfelf  to  man,  to  have  been  pre- 
ferved  fo  little  a  time  after  the  deluge,  that  it  gives  a  color  to 
fuppofe  all  the  nations  of  the  world,  nay  even  the  defcendants 
of  Sem,  ignorant  of  the  one  true  God :  and  on  this  aflump- 
tion,  prefumptuous  dogmatical  perfons,  who  affe£  to  be  in  the 
whole  fecret  of  the  divine  oeconomy,  eftablifh  the  reafon  that  they 
aflign  by  another  afliimption,  for  the  election  and  feparation  of 
the  pofterity  of  Abraham  from  all  other  people.  Infinite  wif- 
dom,  it  feems,  could  contrive  no  other  expedient  for  continuing 
the  primitive  faith  and  worfhip,  for  fuch  that  of  the  one  true 
God  was  by  thefe  accounts,  among  the  defcendants  of  one  fa- 
mily that  had  repeopled  the  earth,  except  this  of  reviving  them, 
and  continuing  them  by  fuch  a  feries  of  revelations  and  mira- 
cles among  one  people,  as  would  have  made  any  revival  of 
them  unneceffary  among  any  other ;  becaufe  they  would  have 
been  more  than  fufficient  to  continue  them  uncorrupted  over 
the  whole  world,  not  only  till  the  vocation  of  Abraham  four 
hundred  years  after  the  deluge,  not  only  till  the  coming  of  the 
Mefliah  two  thoufand  years  after  that,  but  even  to  this  hour, 
and  to  the  confummation  of  all  things. 

Some 
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Some  place  the  aera  of  idolatry  precifely  at  Serug,  who  was 
three  generations  older  than  Abraham.  Sir  John  Marsham 
thinks  it  a  very  proper  date  *.  A  probable  one  I  am  fure  it  is 
not,  nor  indeed  a  proper  one  for  any  purpofe,  except  that  of 
making  mankind  idolaters  juft  in  time  for  introducing  the  vo- 
cation of  Abraham.  This  might  render  it  proper  for  Euse- 
bius,  Epiphanius,  and  all  the  tribe  of  Jews,  and  Chriftians 
who  have  employed  every  literary  artifice  to  confine  the  know- 
ledge and  worihip  of  God  to  the  chofen  feed,  and  to  reprefent 
them  as  the  fole  object  of  providential  care  for  twenty  centuries. 
But  I  think  that  the  learned  and  judicious  chronicler  has  not 
deferred  to  be  ranked  among  this  partial  and  collulive  tribe. 
We  might  call  them  the  blind  tribe  too,  fince  they  muft  not 
have  feen,  unlefs  you  fuppofe  that  they  faw,  but  depended  on 
the  blindnefs  of  a  then  ignorant  world,  that  this  knowledge 
and  worfhip  could  not  have  been  as  confined  as  they  fuppofe  it 
from  the  time  of  the  flood,  unlefs  God  had  by  one  continued 
miracle  concealed  himfelf  to  eftablifh  the  kingdom  of  the  devil y 
and  altered  the  very  nature  of  things  to  make  fo  important,  fo 
univerfal,  fo  indifputable  a  tradition  die  before  it's  time,  and, 
as  we  may  fay,  at  once. 

When  the  fame  perfons  attempt  to  eftablifh  the  credibility  of 
the  mofaical  hiftory,  they  do  not  iniift  alone  upon  the  divine 
infpiration  of  the  author,  but  upon  the  ordinary  means  that  he 
had  of  knowing,  with  the  greateft  certainty,  all  that  we  find  re- 
lated in  the  pentateuch.  Thefe  means  were  the  traditions 
which  they  fuppofe  to  have  come  frefh  and  authentic  to  him 
thro  a  very  fmall  number  of  generations,  tho  from  a  very  great 
antiquity.  Adam  lived  nine  hundred  and  thirty  years ;  and 
the  deluge  happened  lixteen  centuries  and  an  half  after  the  crea- 
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tion.  Noah  therefore,  who  was  born  fix  hundred  years  before 
the  deluge,  had  lived  with  thofe  who  had  lived  with  the  firft  of 
men.  Noah  continued  alive  three  hundred  and  fifty  years  after 
the  deluge,  that  is  within  feventy  fix  years  of  the  vocation  of 
Abraham,  and  Sem  the  fon  of  Noah  died  juft  as  many  years 
after  this  vocation.  From  Abraham  the  traditions  pafled  to 
Isaac,  and  from  him  to  Jacob,  and  all.  the  perfons  who 
had  converfed  with  this  patriarch  could  not  be  dead  in  the 
courfe  of  a  century  which  intervenes  between  the  deceafe  of 
Jacob,  and  the  birth  of  Moses.  Thus  you  fee  that  the  tra- 
ditions from  Adam,  to  this  legiflator  and  hiftorian,  pafTed 
thro  about  feven  generations,  and  from  Noah  to  Abraham, 
and  his  cotemporaries,  thro  one  or  two  at  moft,  according  to 
this  chronology. 

Let  us  take  now  this  chronology  for  good,  whatever  ob- 
jections may  be  made  to  it,  or  how  precarious  foever  the  prin- 
ciples of  it  deferve  to  be  efteemed.  But  then  let  us  afk  every 
man  of  fenfe  and  candor  who  receives  it,  whether  he  can  per- 
fuade  himfelf  that  in  the  days  of  Abraham,  about  four  hun- 
dred years  after  the  deluge,  nay  much  fooner,  in  the  days  of 
Serug,  the  exiftence  of  that  God  who  had  deftroyed  and  re- 
ftored  the  world,  in  fo  aftonifhing  a  manner  juft  before,  could 
be  wholly  loft  in  the  memory  of  mankind  ?  I  fay  juft  before,  with 
very  good  reafon  ;  becaufe  the  diftance  of  three  or  four  centu- 
ries, when  the  lives  of  men  were  reckoned  by  centuries,  may 
be  called  properly  juft  before.  The  deluge  was  an  event  as 
modern  to  Abraham,  and  the  men  of  that  age,  as  the  refto- 
ration  of  King  Charles  the  fecond  is  to  us  of  this  age.  Could 
the  belief  and  worfhip  of  God  be  loft  by  the  defcendants  of  Sem, 
an  hundred  years  before  the  death  of  Sem?  Could  they  be  loft 
even  during  the  life  of  Noah  ?  Is  it  poflible  to  figure  to  omv 
felves  the  children  of  thefe  holy  patriarchs  profefling  polytheifm, 

and 
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and  practicing  idolatry,  under  the  eyes  of  their  fathers,  and 
Abraham,  for  inftance,  educated  in  the  religion  of  the  zabians, 
a  new  name  given  by  our  learned  men  to  the  chaldaeans,  af- 
ter mahometan  writers,  whilft  Sem  was  (till  alive?  Once  more: 
Is  it  credible  in  the  loweft  degree  of  credibility,  that  the  chal- 
daeans, who  were  able  to  give  Calisthenes,  two  thoufand 
years  after  the  flood,  agronomical  obfervations  of  as  great  a 
number  of  years  at  leaf!:,  mould  know  nothing  of  the  flood, 
of  the  occafion,  of  the  author  of  it,  in  a  word  of  the  true  God, 
in  lefs  than  four  centuries  after  it  had  happened  ?  Thefe  im- 
probabilities are  lb  very  monftrous,  that  it  is  marvelous  any  men 
mould  be  hardy  enough  to  impofe  them,  or  filly  enough  to 
believe  them.  When  Maimonides  is  gravely  quoted  to  prove 
Tarah  an  idolater,  I  let  my  book  fall  with  aftonifliment. 
As  foon  would  I  quote  Navarette,  a  fpanifh  mifTionary,  to 
prove  that  the  firft  coin  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge,  is 
that  made  by  Tarah  the  father  of  Abraham,  .at  the  requeft 
of  king  Ninus,  and  for  thirty  pieces  of  which  Judas  fold  his 
matter. 

I  know  that  Joshua  is  introduced  in  the  twenty  fourth 
chapter  of  the  book  afcribed  to  him,  fpeaking  in  the  name  of 
God  to  the  children  of  Ifrael,  and  telling  them  that  Tarah, 
the  father  of  Abraham  and  Nachor,  had  ferved  ftrange  gods. 
Now  that  here  and  there  a  man  might  begin  to  corrupt  the 
worfhip  of  the  true  God,  even  in  thefe  early  days,  is  juft  credi- 
ble. But  that  the  true  God  mould  be  unknown,  and  idolatry 
eftablifhed,  at  that  time,  is  what  I  affirm  to  be  incredible. 
Let  commentators  puzzle  over  the  text,  or  take  the  fact  as 
they  find  it  without  any  examination,  it  will  become  other  men 
to  believe,  that  fomething  has  happened  to  the  jewifh  re- 
cords, like  that  which  happened  to  thofe  of  another  antient 
people,  the  Phoenicians ;  and  that  if  the  fcribes  of  the  former 
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hive  not  corrupted  their  hiftory,  as  Philo  Byblius,  who  pub- 
liihed  a  greek  tranilation  of Sanchoniathon  in  the  reign  of 
Adrian,  complains  that  the  prieftsof  the  latter  had  corrupted 
theirs ;  we  may  fuppofe,  at  leaft,  as  fome  even  of  the  jewifh 
doctors  have  done,  that  the  genealogies  of  the  bible,  far  from 
being  complete,  are  imperfect  abstracts ;  or  that  they  have  been 
compiled,  as  father  Fouquet,  at  his  return  from  China,  where 
he  had  refided  three  and  twenty  years,  allured  me  that  the 
chronological  table  in  the  "  fcientia  finica"  had  been.  This  ta- 
ble is  compofed  of  cycles  of  threefcore  years  each,  and  all  thefe 
cycles  appear  to  us  unbroken.  But  the  learned  jefuit  averred, 
that  in  the  originals  many  of  them  wanted  the  beginning,  and 
many  of  them  the  end.  So  that  the  fpace  of  time  to  which 
this  table  refers  could  not  be  fhorter,  but  might  be  immeafura- 
bly  longer  than  the  chronological  table,  his  brethren  had 
put  together,  reprefents  it.  In  a  word,  it  will  become  reafona- 
ble  men  to  affume  any  hypothesis,  rather  than  to  believe, 
againft  univerfal  experience,  the  leaft  difputable  analogy,  and 
the  plained  dictates  of  common  fenfe,  that  the  knowledge 
and  worfhip  of  God  were  entirely  forgot,  whilft  the  preachers 
of  both,  and  the  eye-witnefles  of  the  deluge,  were  ftill  alive. 

Let  us  believe,  on  the  authority  of  Moses,  that  God 
trufting  neither  to  the  imprelTions  of  himfelf  that  are  vifible  on 
the  whole  face  of  nature,  nor  to  the  reafon  he  gave  to  man, 
communicated  this  knowledge,  and  directed  this  worfhip  by 
immediate  revelations.  But  let  us  not  be  fo  abfurd  as  to  believe, 
on  any  authority,  that  fo  many  signal  revelations,  and  astonifh- 
ing  miracles,  attefted  by  evidence  unquestionable,  and  deliver- 
ed down  by  immediate,  not  remote  tradition,  could  be  forgot 
fo  foon,  nor  that  they  could  be  remembered,  and  the  great 
truths  they  communicated,  and  confirmed,  be  forgot.  All 
thefe  must  have  continued  ftrongly  impreiled  on  the  minds  of 

men 
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men  much   longer,    even  in  the  ordinary  courfc  of  things. 
They  mull  have  continued  to  be  fo,  not  only  in  the  countries 
where  the  repeopling  of  the  world  began,   but  wherever  the 
founders  of  nations  led  their  colonies  from  thence,  which  they 
began  to  do  in  the  days  of  Phaleg,  that  is  about  a  century  after 
the  flood.     If  we  believe,    on  the  authority  of  Moses,  that 
God  made  himfelf  known  by  revelations  and   miracles  to  all 
the   men  that  were  at  a  certain  time  in  the  world,  and  from 
whom  all  the  nations  of  the  world  defcended,  we  cannot  be- 
lieve, on  the  fame  authority,  becaufc  we  cannot  believe  con- 
liftently  with  it,  that  his  being  and  his  worfhip  were  unknown 
to  any  of  thefe,  or  forgot  by  any  of  them  in  the  courfe  of  a  very 
few  years.      The  fame  authority  would  be  made  thus  to  con- 
tradict itfelf.      In  the  cafe  of  another  hiftory,  we  fhould  fay 
that  neither  might  be  true.     But  in  the  cafe  of  this  we  may 
fay  that  both  cannot.     The  firft  is  a  plain,  independent  fact, 
that  muft  be  reputed  true  on  the  whole,  whatever  difputes  may 
arife  about  circumftances,  or  the  hiftory  muft  be  reputed  fa- 
bulous.    But  the  other  depends  on  a  chronology  very  liable  to 
miftakes,  and  not  affecting  the  truth  of  the  former.     That  fa- 
mous aftronomer,  Cassini,  took  the  pains  to  calculate  Kick- 
wards  a  remarkable  eclipfe,  or  two,  that  are  mentioned  in  the 
antient  chinefe  annals.     He  found  that  fuch  eclipfes  had  been, 
but  the  dates  were  not  exact.     Juft  fo  we  find  that  the  one 
true  God  was  eclipfed,  if  I  may  ufe  this  expreflion ;   but  tho 
the  eclipfe  lafted  long,  and  lafts  to  this  hour  in  fome  parts  of 
the  world,  it  could  not  begin  fo  early,  nor  fpread  fo  univerfalfy 
as  fome  men  would  induce  us  to  believe.     Will  it  be  faid  that 
the  confufion  of  languages,  which  began  at  once  in  the  plains 
of  Sennaar,  and  was  followed  by  the  difperfion  of  mankind  into 
all  the  parts  of  the  earth,  as  the  ftory  is  generally,  tho  errone- 
ously underftood,  interrupted  or  corrupted  tradition,  and  gave 
occafion  to  the  immediate  eftablimment  of  polytheifm  and  ido- 
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latry  ?  But  the  argument  to  be  drawn  from  this  famous  event 
will  prove  the  very  contrary.     Tho  languages  were  confound- 
ed,   memory  was   not  deftroyed,    and   the  knowledge  which 
had  been  common  to  all  men  whilft  they  lived  together,   and 
formed  but  one  community,    was  continued,    and   delivered 
down  in  different  languages  after  this  divifion.      The  know- 
ledge was  difperfed,  as  thofe  who  had  it  were  difperfed ;   and 
the  fame  truths  were  taught  then  as  they  are  now,    in  diffe- 
rent tongues.     Nay  farther,  this  very  confufion  and  the  dif- 
perlion  of  mankind,  which  were  brought  about  in  fo  miracu- 
lous a  manner,  and  by  an  immediate  act.  of  the  fame  omnipo- 
tent Being  who  had  fo  lately  deftroyed,  and  now  reftored  the 
world,    would  have  become,    if  this  had  been  the  cafe,  the 
ftrongeft  confirmations  imaginable  of  the  truths  that  were  known 
before  ;   and  with  the  renewal,  and  confirmation  of  thefe  truths 
in  their  minds,   the  fons  of  men  would  have  fettled  themfelves 
in  feveral  countries,  and  have  given  beginnings  to  the  feveral 
nations.     Among  thefe,  therefore,  and  in  opposition  to  truths 
fo  well  known,  and  fo  lignally  confirmed,  it  was  not  poflible 
that  the  zabians,  and  the  magians,  and  every  other  feci:  of  ido- 
laters mould  arife,  till  by  a  long  tract  of  time,  and  a  multitude 
of  revolutions  in  the  affairs  of  mankind,  true  primitive  tradi- 
tions, and  genuine  theifm  began   to  decay  together.     Then, 
and  not  till  then,  might  prieftcraft  prevail,  which  Mr.  Locke 
efteems  an  obftacle  to  the  progrefs  of  true  religion,  and  which 
I  believe,  on  principles  founded  in  the  mofaical  hiftory,  to  have 
bten  the  great  corrupter  of  it  after  it  had  been  eftablifhed.     I 
might  ealily  illuftrate,  and  confirm  thefe  opinions,  which  are 
both  true  relatively  to  different  times,  and  different  places,  by 
examples  drawn  from  hiftory,  and  even  from  the  experience  of 
our  own  age,  from  what  pafles  in  countries  where  the  propaga- 
tion of  chriftianity  is  attempted  by  millions,  and  in  thofe  where 
this  religion  is  already  eftablifhed. 
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Something  ftronger  than  this  may  be  objected  to  me.     It 
may  be  faid,  that  whilft  I  argue  on  probable  reafons,  and  en- 
deavour to  mew  that  the  true  God,  and  the  true  worfhip  of 
him,  could  not  be  forgot,  nor  polytheifm  and  idolatry  be  eita- 
bliihed  as  foon  as  they  are  faid  to  have  been,  among  the  nations 
of  the  world,  I  do  not  enough  confider  what  pafled  among  God's 
chofen  people,  in  inftances  where  no  fuppofition  of  anachro- 
nifm  will  help   me  to  evade  the  force  of  fcripture  authority. 
Some  pert  divine  may  bid  me  defcend  a  little  lower  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  bible,  and  learn  there  how  fhort  the  duration  was, 
even  among  this  people,  of  thofe  imprcflions  which  revelations 
and  miracles  mould  have  rendered  permanent,  and  almoft  in- 
delible, according  to  me,  even  among  the  other  people  of  the 
world  who  were  left  to  walk  in  their  own  ways.     I  do  fo  again, 
as  I  have  done  already  often,  and  I  find  that  the  pofterity  of 
Abraham,  or  the  children  of  Israel,  as  they  were  called,  after 
that  fome  myfterious  perfon  or  other  had  changed  the  name  of 
Jacob  who  worfted  him  at  wreftling,  into  that  of  Israel  ;   I 
fay,   I  find  that  they  were  become  idolaters  before  their  de- 
liverance out  of  Egypt,  confirmed,  hardened  idolaters,  and  fo 
accuftomed  to  the  manners,  and  wedded  to  the  fuperftitions  of 
the  Egyptians,  that  however  Moses  drew  them  forth  as  a  fe- 
parate  people,  there  feemed  to  be,  as  Eusebius  *  himfelf  con- 
iefles  it  happened  he  knew  not  how,  no  perceivable  difference 
between  them  and  the  Egyptians.     This  may  well  appear  the 
mere  furprifing,  if  it  be  true,  according  to  the  common  reckon- 
ing, that  Jacob  died  lefs  than  two  centuries  before  the  exode, 
that  Joseph   died  about  fifty  years  after  his  father,  and  that 
Levi  had  not  been  dead  fo  long  when  Aaron  was  born,  and 
Moses  after  him.     How  this  could  happen,    neither  Euse- 
bius was  able  to  account,  nor  is  any  man  elfe.     Dr.  Spencer  -f* 

*  Fraep.  Evan.  1.  7.  c.  8.  -j-  De  Leg.  Heb.  rit  1.  1.  c.  1. 

takes 


222  ESSAY     THE     THIRD. 

takes  pains  to  prove  the  fact,  and  it  is  fomething  odd  to  fee 
the  authority  of  Eusebius  and  Theodoret,  of  Maimonides, 
and  p..  Juda  fuperfluoufly  employed  to  confirm  what  the  bi- 
ble had  proved  in  feveral  places  to  his  hand.  But  when  he 
goes  about  to  reconcile  the  fact  to  fome  notion  of  reafonable 
probability,  he  flicceeds  ftill  worfe,  and  does  as  much  too  little, 
as  he  had  done  more  than  enough.  The  learned  writer  thinks, 
that  if  this  people  had  been  treated  in  a  better  manner  by  the 
Egyptians,  they  could  however  have  hardly  avoided  taking  up 
the  barbarous  manners  of  that  nation  to  which  they  had  been 
fo  long  accuftomed.  But  he  argues,  "  a  fortiori,"  that  this 
was  inevitable,  becaufe  they  endured  a  cruel  fervitude  in  Egypt, 
and  becaufe  fuch  a  fervitude  renders  men  little  attentive  to  reli- 
gious matters,  and  difpofes  them  to  conform  to  the  manners 
and  genius  of  their  mailers  *.  Now  the  very  reverfe  of  this 
maxim,  and  this  reafoning,  feems  to  me  to  be  true.  The 
fear  of  (tripes  may  produce,  whilft  it  continues,  fuch  a  con- 
formity in  outward  mew,  but  it  can  difpofe  men  inwardly  to 
embrace  the  manners  and  opinions,  religious,  or  others,  of  their 
tyrants,  no  more  than  it  can  difpofe  them  to  love  their  perfons, 
and  even  the  appearance  of  fuch  a  conformity  will  ceafe  when- 
ever the  flavifh  eftate  ceafes.  It  will  not  only  ceafe,  but  the 
flaves  become  freemen  will  throw  off  every  badge  of  their  Sla- 
very, and  prefer  the  manners  and  opinions  of  thofe  efpecially 
by  whom  they  are  delivered,  to  fuch  as  they  profefl'ed  thro  fear, 
when  they  were  under  the  lafh  of  their  tafkmafters,  "  pugnis 
"  fuftibufque  faevientes.  f  "  Tyranny  may  make  hypocrites,  it 
can  never  make  profelytes.  Whoever  has  ftudied  the  human 
nature,  and  been  careful  to  obferve  the  courfe  of  human  af- 
fairs, muft  think  it  repugnant  to  both,  not  only  that  the  Ifrae- 

*  Tam  fervilis  autem,  et  infaelix  vivendi  conditio,  hominum  animos  anguftos 
reddere  folet,  rerum  coeleftium  cura  vacuos,  et  in  dominorum  fuorum  mores  ct  in- 
genia  pronos.  Ibid.  f  Ibid. 
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litcs  mould  forget  the  traditions  of  their  fathers,  and  the  God 
of  Abraham,  of  Isaac,  and  of  Jacob,  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  but 
that  they  mould  have  been  as  much  wedded  to  idolatry,  as  the 
Egyptians  themfclves  were. 

Bi5T  if  this  be  fhange,  it  is  ftranger  ftill  to  obferve  how  lit- 
tle cfFeft  revelations  of  public  notoriety,  occafional,  and  con- 
ftant  or  (landing  miracles  before  the  exode,  at  the  exode,  in 
the  wildernefs,  in  the  promifed  land,  under  their  judges,  and 
under  their  kings,  had  on  the  fame  people.  They  forgot  the 
true  God,  even  whilft  he  conduced  them  visibly  thro  the  de- 
fert.  They  revolted  from  him  whilft.  the  peals  of  thunder,  that 
proclaimed  his  defcent  on  the  mountain,  rattled  in  their  ears, 
and  whilft  he  dictated  his  laws  to  them.  All  the  power  that 
omnipotence  could  exert  Was  not  fufficient  to  revive  in  the 
minds  of  this  ftubborn  generation,  the  faith  and  piety  of  their 
fathers,  nor  a  due  and  lafting  fenfe  of  that  religion  which  they 
had  certainly  followed,  for  fome  time  at  leaft,  after  their  fet- 
tlement  in  Egypt:  and  Dr.  Spencer  therefore  might  have  term- 
ed their  manners  barbarous  with  much  more  reafon  than  he  ap- 
plied that  epithet  to  thofe  of  the  Egyptians  *.  As  the  means  of 
conviction,  and  the  motives  of  fubmiflion  to  the  religion  that 
Moses  instituted,  continued,  and  increafed,  fo  did  the  indo- 
cility,  and  apparent  incredulity  of  this  elect  people.  Neither 
the  promifes,  nor  the  threatenings,  the  rewards,  nor  the  punifh- 
ments,  by  which  God  endeavoured  to  attach  them  to  himfelf, 
neither  his  condefcenfion  in  wearing  their  crown,  and  in  go- 
verning them  like  an  earthly  monarch  till  they  depofed  him, 
nor  his  conftant  refidence  even  after  his  depofition  among  them, 
could  fucceed.     They  were  proof  againft  miracles  to  fuch  a 

*  Ifraelitas,  fub  prima  incolatus  aegyptiaci  tempora,  fcientiae  divinae  lampada  a 
patribus  acceptam  hubuifie,  et  religionem  avitam  integram  et  illibatam  diu  tenuifie, 
nobis  facile  perfuadeamus.   Ibid. 

degree, 


224  ESSAY     THE     THIRD. 

degree,  that  there  would  not  have  been  more  room  for  furprife, 
if  we  had  been  told,  that  Noah  and  his  family  ferved  ftrange 
gods  even  in  the  ark,  than  there  is  to  find,  in  the  hiftory  of 
this  people,  that  they  revolted  back  to  idolatry  nine  hundred 
years  together  on  every  occafion.  This  hiftory,  in  fhort,  con- 
tains many  particular  miracles  which  operated  effectually  againft 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  nature,  phyfical  and  moral,  and  at  the 
fame  time  the  whole  thread  of  it  is  a  fyftem  of  miracles  inef- 
fectually operated,  for  a  purpofe  fo  natural,  that  every  one  of 
them  feems  to  make  the  next  unneceflary. 

If  the  divine  now  mould  afk  me,  after  all  that  I  have  own- 
ed in  favor  of  his  argument,  whether  that  which  happened  at, 
and  after  the  exode,  might  not  happen  after  the  deluge  ?  whether 
the  families  that  repeopled  the  earth  at  this  period,  might  not 
forget  the  true  God,  and  his  worfhip  immediately  after  it,  not- 
withftanding  any  traditions,  as  we  fee  that  God's  chofen  and 
favorite  people  did  during  their  bondage  in  Egypt,  and  as  they 
continued  to  do  very  frequently  from  that  time  till  the  baby- 
Ionian  captivity,  notwithftanding  the  miraculous  advertifements, 
and  the  interpofitions  of  providence  ever  watchful  to  prevent 
thefe  apoftacies  ?  If  the  divine,  I  fay,  fhould  afk  me  fuch  que- 
ftions,  my  anfwer  would  be  this.  The  hiftory  of  the  bible  tells 
me,  that  thefe  things  paffed  as  I  have  reprefented  them.  But  I , 
know  that  they  are  repugnant  to  univerfal  experience,  and  I  have 
a  confcious  certainty  that  they  are  fo  to  the  human  nature. 
Look  into  the  hiftory  of  the  world,  reverend  fir,  and  you  will 
find  too  many  examples  of  pretended  revelations,  of  forged 
miracles,  and  of  groundlefs  traditions,  that  have  prevailed  among 
mankind  from  age  to  age,  to  leave  it  in  your  power  to  think 
that  unexceptionable  revelations,  real  miracles,  and  certain  tra- 
ditions, could  be  ever  ineffectual.  Nothing  lefs  than  the  great- 
eft  of  all  miracles  could  make  them  fo,  and  who  mould  work 
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fuch  a  miracle  ?  Not  God  moft  certainly ;  for  thofe  which  were 
difappointed  of  their  effect:,  you  fay,  were  wrought  by  him. 
Was  it  then  the  devil  ?  But  how  came  he  to  have  fuch  a  pow- 
er, and  to  be  fuffered  to  exert  it  in  fuch  a  cafe  ?  I  know  farther, 
moft  intuitively,  that  no  creature  of  the  fame  nature  as  I  am 
of,  and  I  prefume  the  Ifraelites  were  human  creatures,  could 
refift  the  evidence  of  fuch  revelations,  fuch  miracles,  and  fuch 
traditions  as  are  recorded  in  the  bible.  Look  into  yourlelf,  re- 
verend fir,  and  you  will  find  it  to  be  fb.  God  appearing  in 
all  the  terrors  of  his  majefty,  and  his  prophets  denouncing 
judgments  which  were  inftantly,  and  literally  fulfilled,  to  men- 
tion thefc  particulars  alone  out  of  many,  muft  have  rouzed  the 
moft  ftupid,  have  terrified  the  moft  audacious,  and  have  con- 
vinced the  moft  incredulous. 

Such  an  anfwer  as  this  might  procure  me  in  return  fome  ec- 
clefiaftical  billingfgate.     I  might  be  called  infidel,  deift,  and 
perhaps  atheift.     I  fhould  be  accufed  certainly  of  difbelieving 
the  holy  fcriptures.     My  reply  to  fo  angry  a  difputant  would 
be  calm,  and  fuch  as  might  teach  charity  to  thofe  who  preach 
it  fo  much,  and  practife  it  fo  little.      "  Ne  faevi  magne  facer- 
"  dos."    I  do  notfo  much  deny  the  truth  of  the  facts  related, 
as  I  oppofe  the  application,  and  the  ufe  made  of  them.     You 
argue  from  the  conduct  of  the  Ifraelites  to  that  of  other  nations, 
and  would  perfuade  us,  that  all  thefe  might  be  polytheifts  and 
idolaters  from  the  beginning;   becaufe  the  true  God,    and  his 
worfhip  were  forgot  fo  foon,  and  fo  often  by  his  chofen  peo- 
ple.    But  I  deny  that  any  fuch  analogy  will  hold  good.     The 
Ifraelites  were  a  people  fet  apart  from  the   reft   of  mankind, 
and  indeed  fo  fet  apart,    and  fo  diftinguifhed,    that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  God  towards  them,    and  their  behaviour  towards 
God,  and  towards  man,  make  all  together  fuch  a  feries  of  hi- 
ftory  as  can  be  compared  with  no  other ;    fuch  an  hiftory  as 
Vol.  IV.  G  g  mews 
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{hews  us  this  people,  but  leads  us  to  judge  by  analogy  of  no 
other.     In  prophane  hiftory  we  acquire  experience  of  mankind, 
and  of  human  affairs.     The  benefit  we  reap  from  it  confifts  in 
this,  and  by  this  general  knowledge  we  judge  of  every  particu*- 
lar  hiftory  that  we  read.     In  facred  hiftory  we  acquire  none  of 
this  experience.     It  is  the  hiftory  of  a  people  not  only  fet  apart 
from  the  great  community  of  mankind,    but  in  many  refpecls 
taken  out,  as  it  were,  of  the  human  fyftem.     To  make  the 
events  recorded  in  it  ferve  as  foundations,    therefore,    of  the 
judgments  we  pafs  on  thofe  that  may  have  happened  among 
other  people,  is  juft  as  abfurd  as  it  would  be  to  make  a  collec- 
tion of  miracles,  that  is,  of  events  out  of  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  nature,  and  even  repugnant  to  it,   ferve  as  the  foundation  of 
natural  and  experimental  philofophy. 

Let  us  believe  then  what  is  in  the  bible,  becaufe  it  is  there* 
Not  like  Tertullian,  becaufe  it  is  impoftlble,  or  abfurd; 
but  altho  it  be  improbable,  or  inconfiftent.  At  the  fame  time 
let  us  not  apply  the  extraordinary  events  that  we  find  therej 
to  fuch  as  happen  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  human  affairs. 
Much  lefs  let  us  apply  our  own  obfervation  and  experience, 
by  which  we  judge  very  properly  of  other  hiftories,  to  that  of 
the  bible.  That  of  the  bible  muft  ftand  on  the  bottom  of  its 
own  authority,  independently  of  all  other ;  and  I  am  perfuad- 
ed  that  nothing  has  fhaken  this  authority  more  than  the  filly  at- 
tempts of  fome  writers  to  confirm  it  by  arguments  drawn  from 
the  reafon  of  things,  that  is,  from  a  comparifon  of  ideas  deriv- 
ed from  human  obfervation  and  experience.  It  feems  to  me, 
that  divines  fhould  reft  the  authority  both  of  the  old  and  new 
teftament  on  the  proofs  they  are  able  to  bring  of  their  divine 
original,  and  of  the  uncorrupt  manner  in  which  they  have  been 
conveyed  down  to  latter  ages,  folery. 

To 


ESSAY     THE     THIRD.  227 

To  eftablifh  the  credit  of  other  hiftories,  for  I  confider  the 
bible  here  only  as  an  hiftory,  it  is  not  indeed  fufficient  to  afcer- 
tain  the  authors  of  them  ;  becaufe  thefe  authors,  being  men, 
may  have  been  deceived,  or  may  have  defigned  to  deceive. 
For  this  reaibn  their  internal,  as  well  as  external  proofs  of  au- 
thenticity are  examined,  and  they  are  received,  or  rejected,  as 
they  appear  confiftent  or  inconliftent,  conformable  or  repug- 
nant to  the  obfervation  and  experience  of  mankind.  But  this 
fecond  examination  is  unneceflary,  when  the  queftion  is  about  the 
word  of  God,  known  to  be  fuch  by  evidence  fuperior  to  all  con- 
tradiction, or  it  is  impertinent  and  prophane.  If  we  could  fuppofe 
the  authenticity  and  divine  original  of  the  fcriptures  deftitute  of 
fufficient  external  proof,  this  deficiency  would  not  be  fupplied  by 
all  the  fkill  of  thofe  who  pretend  to  difcover,  by  their  fuperior  pe- 
netration, the  internal  proofs.  If  the  authenticity  and  divine  origi- 
nal of  them  be,  on  the  contrary,  fufficiently  eftablifhed  by  exter- 
nal proof,  it  is  both  impertinent  and  prophane  to  pretend  to  con- 
firm divine  teftimony,  by  (hewing  that  there  is  reaibn  to  believe  it 
true.  Reafon  has  been  too  much  employed  where  it  has  nothing  to 
do,  and  too  much  neglected  where  it  has  moft  to  do.  Men  have  be- 
lieved implicitely,  when  they  mould  have  reafoned,  in  laying  the 
grounds  of  faith ;  and  they  have  reafoned  dogmatically ,  when  they 
mould  have  believed  implicitely,  thefe  grounds  being  once  laid. 

A  maxim  has  been  eftablifhed  in  theology,  winch  may  be 
brought  to  juftify  this  proceeding  againft  me,  and  the  authority 
of  St.  Austin  may  be  brought  to  juftify  the  maxim.  But  the 
authority  of  common  fenfe,  much  better  than  that  of  St.  Au- 
stin, will  juftify  me  in  faying  that  the  maxim  is  falfe.  The 
maxim  is  this,  that  miracles  themfelves  are  not  to  be  admitted  as 
proofs  of  a  divine  original,  unlefs  the  caufe,  for  which  they  are 
wrought,  appears  to  us  to  be  good,  and  therefore  not  till  the 

G  g  2  doctrines 
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doctrines  they  atteft  have  been  examined.  By  a  parity  of 
reafon  it  may  be  faid,  that  altho  the  external  evidence  which 
proves  the  fcriptures  of  divine  original,  be  full  in  that  refpect, 
yet  the  internal  evidence  muft  be  fought  for  in  them  to  make 
their  authenticity  complete  in  every  refpeft.  This  maxim,  and 
this  way  of  reafoning  were  taken  up  perhaps  very  properly  at 
a  time  when  reports  of  miracles  were  eafily  believed,  when 
every  fuppofed  magician  was  thought  to  perform  them,  and 
when  they,  who  would  not  allow  the  pretentions  of  Apollo- 
nius  Thyaneus,  for  inftance,  who  was  oppofed  by  the  pa- 
gans to  Christ,  and  who  was  worfhiped  as  a  god  with  Christ, 
Abraham,  and  Orpheus  by  the  emperor  Severus,  were  oblig- 
ed however  to  acknowledge  his  miracles.  But  the  cafe  is  wide- 
ly altered,  and  it  is  as  improper  to  infill  on  this  maxim  now, 
as  it  might  be  proper  then.  We  know  now  that  miracles,  real 
miracles,  can  be  operated  by  no  power  but  that  of  God,  nor 
for  any  purpofe,  by  confequence,  but  fuch  as  infinite  wildom 
and  truth  direct  and  fanctify.  We  know  therefore  that  no  fact,, 
nor  doctrine,  repugnant  to  the  divine  nature  and  attributes,, 
can  have  been  vouched  by  miracles,  nor  be  taught  in  the 
word  of  God :  and  the  difference  is  great  between  rejecting  any 
fuch  facts,  or  doctrines,  and  the  authority  on  which  they  are 
founded,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  alcoran,  for  inftance,  and  refuf- 
ing  to  admit  all  the  facts  and  doctrines  contained  in  a  book  prov- 
ed by  undeniable  teftimony  of  the  fact  to  be  the  word  of  God  j 
till,  befides  this  external  proof,  divines  have  furnifhed  the  in- 
ternal proofs  they  boaft  of,  which  are  often  the  wildeft  hypo- 
thefes  of  imagination,  and  fuch  as  a  doctor  of  Mecca  would 
hardly  frame  in  behalf  of  the  alcoran.  Vain  triflers!  They  pre- 
tend to  develope  the  whole  feeret  of  a  divine  oeconomy  relative 
to  man ;  and  tho  it  be  fo  eafy  to  difcern  what  is  evidently  incon- 
{iftent  with  the  divine  attributes,  that  every  reafonable  man  is 
able  to  difcern  it,  yet  thefe  men  are  not  Hopped  by  fuch  evi- 
dence* 
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dence.  The  prefumptuous  habits  of  theology  carry  them  to  talk 
of  the  plan,  which  they  fuppofe  infinite  wifdom  to  have  form- 
ed, as  if  they  viewed  it  from  an  higher  ftage  of  intelligence, 
and  knowledge.  From  thefe  whimfical  paradoxes,  they  de- 
rive the  greateft  part  of  what  they  call  the  internal  evidence  of 
the  fcriptures.  On  the  whole,  it  is,  I  hope,  plain  by  this 
time,  that  far  from  difbelieving  the  hiftory  of  the  bible,  I  aflert 
the  authority  of  it,  and  endeavour  to  place  it  out  of  the  reach 
of  cavil,  whilft  die  divine  does  the  contrary  ;  for  by  taking  the 
fame  liberty  as  he  takes,  and  which  every  other  man  has  the  fame 
right  to  take,  fome  will  pretend  to  find  internal  evidences  of  an 
human,  where  he  pretends  to  find  thofe  of  a  divine  original : 
and  thus  the  authenticity  of  the  fcriptures,  inftead  of  being 
once  for  all  fixed,  will  be  rendered  by  theological  orientation  a 
matter  of  eternal  difpute.  But  ftill  I  deny,  that  the  example 
of  the  Ifraelites  at,  and  after  the  exode,  under  their  judges, 
and  under  their  kings,  furnifhes  any  argument  againft  me. 
All  the  facts  contained  in  the  mofaical  hiftory  are  true ;  be  it  fo, 
at  leaft  for  argument  fake  :  but  confiftently  with  them  I  may 
believe,  nay  confiftently  with  them  I  cannot  believe  otherwife, 
in  oppofition  to  Mr.  Locke,  and  to  all  thofe  who  went  before 
him  in  aflerting  what  he  afterts,  that  mankind  could  not  be 
polytheifts  and  idolaters  from  the  beginning,  no,  nor  near 
the  beginning,  and  confequently  that  the  belief  and  worfhip 
of  the  one  true  God  could  not  be  the  national  religion  of  the 
Ifraelites  alone. 

Let  us  confider  now  what  will  refult  from  another  hypothefis. 
We  fuppofe  then  that  men  acquired  without  any  revelations, 
general  or  particular,  and  by  a  due  ufe  of  their  reafon,  a 
knowledge  of  the  one  true  God.  That  they  might  acquire  it 
by  thefe  means,  in  former  ages,  cannot  be  denied  with  any 
fbrt  of  modefty,.  or  candor ;  fince  we  are  able  to  demonftrate 

invinr- 


23o  ESSAY     THE     THIRD. 

invincibly  this  great  truth  by  the  fame  means  :  and  if  they 
might  acquire  it,  on  what  pretence  can  it  be  laid  that  they  did 
not  ?  Modern  philofophy  has  opened  a  more  glorious  profpect 
of  the  works  of  God  than  that  which  the  antient  nations  appear 
to  us  to  have  had,  and  every  new  difcovery  adds  to  the  magni- 
ficence of  the  fcene,  and  to  the  fortte  of  the  argument.  But 
the  great  author  of  nature  was  always  vifible  in  every  part, 
even  the  moft  minute,  of  the  fyftem  of  nature;  and  they  who 
were  far  from  feeing  as  much  of  it  as  we  fee,  tho  we  too  are 
far,  very  far  furely,  from  feeing  the  whole,  might  eafily  ob- 
ferve  an  unity  of  defign,  which  pointed  out  moft  evidently  the 
unity  of  that  Being  by  whofe  wifdom  the  defign  was  laid,  and 
by  whole  power  it  was  executed.  All  I  aflume  therefore  is, 
that  among  creatures  to  whom  God  has  given  fenfe  and  intel- 
lect, there  have  been  many  at  all  times  who  not  only  faw  like 
the  reft  what  was  vifible,  but  who  difcovered  by  reflection 
and  contemplation  what  was  intelligible,  and  yielded  to  the 
teftimony  God  has  given  of  himfelf.  On  this  aflumption  we 
fhall  find  reafon  to  believe  that  genuine  theifm  could  be  at  no 
time  confined  to  any  one  people,  and  that  it  muft  have  been 
at  different  times,  and  in  different  places  difcovered,  eftablifh- 
ed,  corrupted,  loft,  and  renewed,  according  to  the  vicifiitude 
of  human  affairs. 

We  reprefent  the  firft  communities  of  men  roving  about  in 
herds,  like  fome  other  animals,  and  fuch  as  we  fee  many  of  the 
favage  people  of  the  world  at  this  hour.  As  long  as  they  Con- 
tinued in  that  ftate,  the  unity  of  God  might  be  unknown  to 
them,  becaufe,  reafon  operating  much  more  ilowly,  and  efpe- 
cially  in  fuch  a  ftate,  than  the  affections  and  paflions  of  our 
nature,  a  multitude  of  fuperftitious  notions,  arifing  from  igno- 
rance and  fear,  could  not  fail  to  take  poflefiion  of  the  minds 
of  thefe  men,  and  to  prevent,  or  mifguide  their  reafon.     Aji 

the 
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the  objects  that  furrounded  them  were  new  to  them,  and  as  they 
had  not  the  experience  of  others  to  direct  their  judgment  con- 
cerning the  impreflions  which  thefe  objects  made  upon  them, 
To  their  own  experience  came  too  late.  The  prejudices  of  fu- 
perftition  had  rendered  them  unattentive  to  it,  or  unfit  to  make 
a  reafonable  ufe  of  it,  before  it  came.  But  this  could  not  con- 
tinue, even  on  this  hypothefis,  to  be  long  the  univerfal  ftate  of 
mankind. 

Nations  were  civilifed,  wife  conftitutions  of  government 
were  framed,  arts  and  fciences  were  invented  and  improved, 
long  before  the  remoteft  time  to  which  any  hiftory,  or  tradition 
extends ;  and  all  this  could  not  have  been  done  without  much 
more  information  of  the  moral  and  phyfical  fyftem  of  the 
world,  and  much  greater  efforts  of  human  reafon  than  were  ne- 
ceflary  to  demonftrate  the  firft  principle  of  true  theifm.  •  Let 
us  conclude,  therefore,  on  grounds  of  the  higheft  probability, 
that  God  was  known  to  fuch  as  made  a  due  ufe  of  their  reafon, 
and  demonftrated  by  them  to  others,  even  in  nations  unknown 
to  us ;  and  fince  he  was  known,  that  he  was  worfhiped  ;  for  to 
fay  he  was  known  and  not  worfhiped,  is  little  lefs  abfurd  than  it 
would  be  to  fay  he  was  worfhiped  and  not  known. 

But  tho  God  was  known  and  worfhiped,  it  will  not  follow 
that  this  knowledge  and  worfhip  were  preferved,  or  even  efta- 
blifhed  any  where  in  all  the  purity  of  theifm.  Were  they  fb 
among  the  Ifraelites,  who  retained  fo  many  of  the  rites,  and 
ceremonies,  and  mperftitious  opinions  of  the  lower  Egypt  ?  tho 
they  believed  the  unity  of  God,  and  abhorred  idols,  like  the 
people  of  the  upper  ?  In  fhort  are  they  fo  at  this  time  ?  Are 
they  fo  among  us  ?  It  has  been  obferved  in  the  foregoing  eflay, 
and  I  have  juft  touched  the  fame  thing  in  this,  that  the  feeds 
of  fuperftitious  opinions  and  practices  having  been  fowed  be- 
fore 
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fore  nations  were  formed,  or  governments  eftablifhed,  it  is  not 
unreafonable  to  believe  that  the  firft  legiflators  cultivated  them 
for  political  purpofes.     Nay  even  fuch  as  were  neither  poly- 
theifts,    nor  idolaters  themfelves,    for  it  is  very  reafonable  to 
fuppofe  there  were   fome  fuch,  might  nurfe  up  an  abundant 
crop  of  fuperftition  by  the  very  means  by  which  they  defigned 
to  promote  true  religion.     This  we  mall  not  think  improbable 
if  we  confult  hiftory,  or  if  we  confider  it  analogically  to  the  ex- 
perience of  our  own  age.     To  work  effeds  contrary  to  the  in- 
tention of  them,  is  a  fate  that  attends  very  frequently  the  beft  of 
human  expedients,    and   the  reflection  does  no  honor  to  our 
wifdom  and   forefight.     Private  ambition  grew  up  naturally 
among  thofe  who  intended  nothing  more  by  promoting  reli- 
gion, than  the  political  purpofes  of  government,  and  the  en- 
thufiafm  of  fuperftition  arofe  ftill  more  naturally  among  thofe 
who   promoted  it,    becaufe  they  believed  in  it.     Both  thefe 
motives  contributed  to  corrupt  genuine  theifm,    to   difguife 
firft,  and  to  conceal  afterwards,  the  fimplicity  of  natural  reli- 
gion under  the  tinfel,  and  the  embroidery  of  polytheifm  and 
idolatry.     From  both  of  them  proceeded  fo  many  falfe  pre- 
tences of  revelation  and  infpiration,  the  legerdemain  of  mira- 
cles, and  fuch  blafphemous  affe&ations  of  a  divine  nature,  or 
million,  as  the  indian  Foe,  or  the  arabian  Mahomet  impofed 
on  a  great  part  of  mankind. 

That  men  are  capable  of  falling  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
one  true  God  into  polytheifm,  and  from  a  pure  worfhip  of 
him  into  idolatry  and  fuperftition,  by  fuch  means  as  I  have 
mentioned,  and  by  others,  whether  this  knowledge  and  this., 
worfhip  were  communicated  to  them  by  revelation,  or  difco* 
vered  by  the  ufe  of  reafon  as  other  truths  are,  this  very  reafon 
as  well  as  experience  will  evince.  But  the  difference  between 
the  hypothefis  which  affumes,  that  the  unity  of  the  Supreme 
J  ■  '  Being 
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Being  was  taught  by  revelation  alone,  confirmed  by  miracles, 
and  delivered  down  by  tradition ;  and  the  hypothefis  we  go 
upon  here,  which  arTumes  that  this  truth  might  be  difcovered 
by  reafon  as  well  as  by  revelation  at  all  times,  and  therefore 
muft  have  been  difcovered  at  fome  times  by  thofe  who  had  no 
other  guide  but  reafon,    deferves   to   be  confldered  a   little 


more. 


The  propofition  which  affirms  that  all  the  nations  of  the 
world,  except  the  Ifraelites,  were  ignorant  of  the  true  God 
from  the  beginning,  is,  inmanyrefpe&s,  to  the  laft  degree  abfurd. 
It  implies  that  the  Ifraelites  were  a  nation  from  the  beginning. 
But  were  they  fo,  if  we  reckon  from  Adam,  or  even  from 
Noah,  or  even  from  the  vocation  of  their  father  Abraham  ? 
If  they  were  not  fo,  why  are  they  excepted  as  fuch  from  the 
beginning  out  of  the  afrumed  general  ignorance  of  mankind 
concerning  the  true  God  ?  Some  divines  will  tell  us,  that  tho 
God  might  be  difcovered,  yet  he  could  not  .be  fully  and  cer- 
tainly difcovered,  nor  fuch  as  he  is,  by  reafon  alone.  That 
he  was  pleafed,  therefore,  to  difcover  himfelf  by  immediate  reve- 
lation, not  to  the  bulk  of  mankind,  but  to  patriarchs,  to  pro- 
phets, and  to  his  chofen  people,  both  when  they  were  a  fami- 
ly and  when  they  were  a  nation.  That  he  has  revealed  him- 
felf ever  fince  in  the  fame  manner,  and  to  the  fame  perfbns,  that 
is,  to  hiseleft,  in  the  fcriptures ;  which  help  them,  fays  Calvin 
in  the  fixth  chapter  of  the  firft  book  of  his  inftitution,  like  fpec- 
tacles  to  read  diftin&ly  and  clearly  what  others  difcern  confuied- 
ly  and  imperfectly.  But  they  who  compare  the  ideas  and  no- 
tions concerning  the  Supreme  Being  that  reafon  collects  from 
the  phaenomena  of  nature,  phylical  and  moral,  which  we 
know  to  be  the  works  of  God,  with  thofe  that  the  books  of 
the  old  teftament,  which  we  fuppofe  to  be  his  word,  give  us, 
will  be  apt  to  lay  thefe  fpe&acles  aiide,  and  to  conclude  that 
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the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob  cannot  be  that  glorious 
fupreme  all-perfect  Being  whom  reafon  iQiewed  them,  and 
whom  they  difcerned  with  their  naked  eyes.  But  again : 
What  do  thofe  words,  all  the  nations  of  the  world,  fignify  ?  If 
We  understand  them  literally,  they  affirm  what  it  is  impoilible 
the  affirmers  mould  know  to  be  true.  If  we  underftand  by 
them,  as  we  are  apt  to  do,  a  few  nations  only,  fuch  as  were 
formed  on  the  firft  repeopling  of  the  world  by  Noah,  and  his 
immediate  defcendants,  they  affirm  what  is  frill  more  impro- 
bable. In  a  word,  this  propofition  ftands  in  direct  contra- 
diction to  the  other,  which  is  part  of  the  fame  hypothecs  j  for 
if  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God  was  communicated  by  reve- 
lation, and  propagated  by  the  firft  men  who  were  witneftes 
of  this  revelation,  according  to  the  mofaical  account,  the  true 
God  muft  have  been  univerfally  known  in  the  beginning,  and 
from  the  beginning.  This  needs  no  proof,  it  is  felf-evident ; 
and  they  who  will  maintain  that  the  nations  of  the  world  were 
ignorant  of  the  true  God  from  the  beginning,  with  any  con- 
fiftency,  muft  give  up  Moses  ;  and  inftead  of  affuming  fuch  a 
revelation,  and  a  tradition  in  confequence  of  it,  they  muft  ad- 
mit that  all  men  were  ignorant  of  the  true  God,  till  fome  of 
them  difcovered  this  great  truth  by  philofbphical  observation 
and  meditation,  and  communicated  it  to  others,  as  it  is  faid 
that  Abraham  did. 

They  may  fuppofe,  as  much  as  they  pleafe,  that  the  tra- 
dition was  worn  out,  and  the  knowledge  loft  entirely,  in  lefs 
time  than  would  have  been  fufficient  to  deftroy  the  memory  of 
the  moft  trifling  events,  and  the  leaft  important  opinions ;  even 
this  will  not  fave  their  hypothecs.  •  On  the  fuppofition  of  fuch 
a  revelation,  and  of  fuch  a  tradition,  it  would  be  ftill  abfurd 
to  affert,  that  all  the  nations  of  the  world  were  ignorant  of  the 
true  God  from  the  beginning  j  as  it  would  be  hard,  on  the  fup- 
pofition 
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pofition  that  this  knowledge  was  ever  entirely  loft  among  men, 
to  account  for  the  belief  of  one  Supreme  Being,  which  prevailed 
in  the  efoterical,    or  fecret  doctrines  of  philofophers,  whilft 
their  exoterical,    or   public  doctrines,  were  favorable  to  poly- 
theifm.       All   this,     a  general   ignorance,    and   a   particular 
knowledge,  can  be  accounted  for  no  other  way  than  by  admit- 
ting, not  only  that  the  knowledge  of  one  Supreme  Being  is  to 
be  acquired  by  reafon,  without  the  necefllty  of  any  revelation, 
or  of  any  miracles  to  impofe  it,  and  that  it  has  been  fo  acquired 
in  the  improved,  tho  not  in  the  original  ftate  of  mankind ; 
but  alfo  that  it  may  be,  and  has  been  eftablifhed  in  general 
and  national  belief,  at  certain  times,  and  under  the  influence 
of  favorable  conjunctures  among  feveral  antient  nations.      The 
authority  of  revelation,  if  God  revealed  himfelf  to  men  in  any 
other  manner  than  by  his  works,   being  conveyed  down  by  tra- 
dition,   and  this  tradition  being  fpent  in  a  long  tract  of  time, 
and  by  the  various  accidents  which  happen  according  to  the 
courfe  of  human  affairs,  nothing  would  remain  to  keep  up,  or 
to  renew,  this  belief  in  the  minds  of  men.     But  the  authority 
of  reafon  ceafing  to  be  exerted,  or  ceafing  to  prevail,  rcafon 
would  frill  remain,  and  be  at  hand  to  renew  this  belief,  and 
propagate  it  again  in  a  more  happy  feafon.     Revelation  defcends 
like  a  torrent,  and  bears  down  all  before  it,  whilft  the  tradi- 
tion of  it  is  frefh  and  ftrong.     But  this  force  diminifhes  gra- 
dually ;   the  ftream  grows  feeble,  and  ceafes  at  laft  to  run,  by  a 
necefHty  ariiing  from  the  nature  of  things.    The  ftream  whereof 
reafon  is  the  fource,  may  be  obftructed  in  it's  courfe.     It  may 
creep  fcarce  perceived  in  the  fame  channels,  for  it  may  difap- 
pcar  entirely  ;   but  when  it  rolls  no  longer  on  the  furface,    it 
runs  under  ground,  and  is  ever  ready  to  break  out  anew. 


Our  phyfical  and  moral  fyftems  are  carried  round  in  one 
perpetual  revolution,  from  generation  to  corruption,  and  from 
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corruption  to  generation ;  from  ignorance  to  knowledge,  and 
from  knowledge  to  ignorance ;  from  barbarity  to  civility,  and 
from  civility  to  barbarity.  Arts  and  fciences  grow  up,  florifh, 
decay,  die,  and  return  again  under  the  fame,  or  other  forms, 
after  periods  which  appear  long  to  us,  however  ftiort  they  may  be, 
compared  with  the  immenfe  duration  of  the  fyftems  of  created 
being.  Thefe  periods  are  fo  difproportionate  to  all  human  mean? 
of  preferving  the  memory  of  things,  that  when  the  fame  things 
return,  we  take  frequently,  for  a  new  difcovery,  the  revival  of 
an  art  or  fcience  long  before  known.  It  is  much  the  fame  with 
opinions,  and  even  with  many  demonftrated  principles  of  know- 
ledge. The  moft  abfurd  of  the  former  come  into  public  vogue, 
as  well  as  the  moft  evident  of  the  latter ;  and  the  latter  go  out  of 
it  again,  as  well  as  the  former.  Let  us  defcend  into  fome  parti- 
culars that  may  ferve  to.  illuftrate  what  is  here  faid.. 

When  we  look  into  the  hiftory  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans, 
now  ignorant  do  thefe  people  appear  to  have  been  in  the  art  of 
navigation  ?  In  what  cockboats  was  the  fate  of  the  war  decided  at 
Salamis  ?  What  idea  muft  we  have  even  of  the  Carthaginian  fleets, 
when  we  fee  them  vanquished  by  a  people  whofe  fkill  had  gone, 
till  the  firft  punic  war,  little  farther  than  hollowing  trees  into 
mifhapen  and  unwieldy  canoes*?  How  flow  was  the  progrefs  of 
this  art  afterwards?  Confined  to  the  Mediterranean,  and  attempt- 
ing little  and  feldom  the  Ocean,  obliged  in  both  to  cling  to  the 
fhore  -f,  the  ftouteft  of  their  fhips  of  war  would  have  founder- 
ed where  a  Deal  yawl  rides  fecurely.  Shall  we  conclude  now 
from  thefe  reprefentations,  that  they  fhew  us  the  beginning  of 
navigation  ?  No.  We  fee  in  them  the  decay  of  the  art.  To 
inquire  critically  into  the  voyages  of  Bacchus,  of  Hercules, 
of  Jason  ;  to  fix  the  times  when  thefe  heroes  florifhed,  or 
when  Minos  held  the  dominion  of  the  fea,  would  be  imperti- 

*  Caudieariae  naves.  f  Legere  et  radere  littus. 
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ncnt  induftry.  It  is  enough  to  know,  that  tho  the  Greeks 
were  frightened  at  the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  fea,  that  new 
and  aftonifhing  phacnomenon  to  this  knowing  people,  even  at 
the  time  of  Alexander's  expedition,  the  indian  ocean,  rough 
as  it  is,  had  been  explored  long  before  by  merchants  who  fail- 
ed from  the  coaft  of  Arabia  and  Egypt.  If  Hercules  erect- 
ed his  columns  at  the  mouth  of  the  Streights,  the  Phoeni- 
cians parted  beyond  them.  They  vifited  the  coafts  of  Portu- 
gal, the  fortunate  illands,  or  the  Canaries,  and  even  the  ut- 
moft  Thule  ;  perhaps  the  other  hemifphere,  and  the  iflands,  at 
leaft,  which  Columbus  had  the  honor  of  difcovering  fome 
thoufands  of  years  afterwards.  The  fhips  of  Midacritus,  or 
Melcartus,  traverfed  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  and  brought  lead  or 
tin  "  ex  cafllteride  infula,"  probably  from  Cornwall.  This 
we  learn  from  obfcure  tradition,  and  what  do  we  fee  in  the 
clearer  light  of  hiftory  but  the  refloration  of  this  very  art  ?  We 
have  fpoke  of  an  art.     Let  us  {peak  now  of  a  fcience. 

Astronomy  had  made  a  low  figure  among  the  Greeks  for 
fome  time  before  Hipparchus,  who  lived  about  the  time  of 
the  fixth  or  feventh  of  the  Ptolemy's  ;  and  tho  we  hear  much 
of  the  fame  of  Thales,  of  Pythagoras,  and  Eudoxus,  yet 
aftronomy  and  aftrology,  which  we  diftinguifh  very  properly,, 
were  in  thofe  days  confounded  together.  Men  were  much 
more  attentive  to  difcover  the  imaginary  influences  of  the  ftars, 
than  to  obferve  their  real  motions :  and  the  honors  done  to  Be- 
rosus  by  the  Athenians,  for  his  divine  predictions,  fhew  us  in 
what  manner,  and  to  what  purpofes  this  fcience  was  cultivated 
a  little  before  Hipparchus,  that  is,  in  the  time  of  Alexan- 
der. Hipparchus  invented  mathematical  inftruments  for  ob- 
ferving  the  celeftial  phaenomena,  and  obferved,  it  is  faid,  very 
accurately.  Ptolemy,  another  aftronomer,  came  after  him,, 
and  tho  he  made  fome  pretentions  to  aftrology,  as  others  had 
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done,  yet  he  was  an  aftronomer  in  the  proper  fenfe.  He  im- 
proved on  the  improvements  of  Hipparchus,  and  the  fyftem 
which  bears  his  name  was  univerfally  received.  It  continued 
to  be  fo  till  Copernicus  arofe.  But  if  we  conclude  from  hence, 
that  we  fee  die  whole  rife  and  progrefs  of  aftronomy,  or  that 
Copernicus  was  the  author  of  a  new  fyftem,  we  fhall  be  much 
deceived.  We  fee  aftronomy  in  its  decayed  and  corrupt  ftate, 
and  we  fee  it  recover  from  thence,  and  return  back  to  its  true 
principles.  The  beginnings  of  it,  among  the  Egyptians  and 
the  Chaldaeans,  if  in  truth  it  did  begin  among  them,  the  pro- 
grefs they  made,  and  the  degree  of  perfection  to  which  they 
carried  it,  are  unknown  to  us.  But  befides  feveral  probable 
reafons,  which  determine  us  to  think  that  they  carried  it  very  far, 
we  know  certainly  that  the  true  folar  fyftem,  which  Coperni- 
cus difcovered  about  two  hundred  years  ago,  was  taught  in  the 
Pythagorean  fchools  above  two  thoufand  years  ago,  and  was  by 
confequence  that  of  the  fchools  of  Egypt  and  Babylonia. 

To  fpeak  now  of  opinions,  and  of  the  felf-evident,  or  de- 
monftrated  principles  of  real  knowledge :  the  former  fluctuate 
perpetually.  When  one  of  them  alone  can  be  true,  a  thoufand 
that  ftand  in  diredt  oppofition  to  one  another  are  entertained. 
Whilft  they  laft  they  are  unfteady.  Time  and  experience  ex- 
plode them  often ;  and  when  they  return  into  ufe  again,  they 
are  feldom  exadly  the  fame.  The  latter  are  fixed  and  uniform. 
Time  and  experience  confirm  them,  they  cannot  be  exploded, 
they  may  be  unknown,  or  they  may  be  forgot ;  but  whenever 
they  are  perceived  by  the  mind,  far  from  degenerating  into  opi- 
nions, they  are  perceived  by  every  mind  alike.  Thus,  I  think,  we 
are  to  underftand  that  axiom  of  the  ftoician  Balbus,  "  opinio- 
"  num  commenta  delet  dies,  naturae  judicia  confirmat."  It 
may  be,  it  has  been  faid,  that  the  latter  part  of  this  axiom  is 
often  contradi&ed  by  experience,  and  that  falfe  demonftrations 

have 
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have  taken  often  the  place  of  true,  as  opinions  merely  probable, 
nay  improbable,  have  paffed  among  whole  nations  for  the  mofl 
demonftrated  truths.     But  I  fufpeft  that  this  has  been  the  cafe 
in  appearance  rather  than  in  reality,  or  that  the  exceptions  are 
too  few  to  invalidate  the  general  rule.     Truths  that  may  be 
called  properly  the  judgments  of  nature,  becaufe  they  are  con- 
formable to  the  nature  of  things,  and  have  been  deduced  from 
thence  by  a  procefs  of  reafoning  in  every  ftep  of  which  the  mind 
has  had  intuitive  knowledge,  cannot  be  removed,  they  muff  be 
confirmed  by  time,  the  nature  of  things,  and  the  reafon  of  men 
continuing  the  fame.      But  thefe  very  truths  may  be  fo  difguifed 
by  opinions  which  are  thought  to  be  compatible   with  them 
which  muffle  them  up,  and  which  cling  to  them,  tho  they  be* 
parts  of  them  no  more  than  cloaths  are  parts  of  body,  that  the 
fame  principle  of  real  knowledge  profefTed  by  different  people 
or  at  different  times,  appears  to  be  a  different  principle.     If  Dil 
ACJ°R/fS'r orTHEODORUs,  or  Vanini,  or  any  other  particular 
atheift,  for  a  community  of  atheifts  never  exifted  out  of  Mr 
Bayle's  head,  had  been  afked,  whether  it  is  not  the  intereft  of 
every  individual  to  fubmitto  government,    and  to  promote  the 
goodoffociety;  or  if  any  theift  had  been  afked,  whether  this  be 
not  the  duty,  as  well  as  intereft  of  every  individual,  they  would 
all  have  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  and  have  affented  td  thefe 
firft  principles  of  public  and  private  morality.     Notwithstanding 
this,  what  a  variety  of  opinions  has  there  not  been  about  this 
intereft  and  this  duty?  They  have  been  fo  various,    as  well  as 
the  pradice  of  men  confequent  from  them,  that  whoever  confi- 
ders  his  own,  or  paft  ages,  may  be  tempted  to  think,    that  in 
fome  countries  the  obligation  of  fubmitting  to  government  is 
efteemed  unconditional,  and  illimited ;  and  in  others,  no  obli- 
gation at  alls  or  that,  as  he  fees  no  country  wherein  the  com- 
mon duties  of  fociety  are  enough  obferved,  fo  there  are  others 
wherein  every  man  deems  himfelf  an  individual,  independent  by 
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nature,  and  difavows  any  fuch  duty.  Suppofe  now  that  in  one 
of  thefe  countries  liberty  be  eftablifhed  on  a  iyftem  of  law, 
equally  diftant  from  tyranny,  and  from  licentioufnefs.  Sup- 
pofe that  in  another  fuch  a  reformation  of  manners  be  wrought, 
no  matter  by  what  means,  that  the  duties  of  morality  are  prac- 
tifed  in  it  univerfally,  and  with  the  utmoft  exactnefs,  mall  we 
conclude  from  thefe  examples,  that  in  the  former  cafe  the  prin- 
ciples of  public,  and  in  the  latter  thofe  of  private  morality, 
were  never  known,  or  had  been  loft,  and  were  then  demon- 
strated anew  ?  Shall  we  not  rather  conclude,  according  to  the 
truth  of  tilings,  that  thefe  principles  have  been  always  known, 
and  that  the  new  eftablifhment,  and  the  new  reformation  do 
nothing  more  than  ftrip  them  of  the  falfe  opinions  which  were 
fo  complicated  with  them,  that  men  derived  their  inftitutions 
and  notions,  not  from  the  fure  judgments  of  nature,  but  from 
the  falfe  comments  of  opinion  *  ? 

Thus  again,  the  exiftence  of  one  fupreme,  felf-exiftent, 
and  all-perfect  Being,  the  firft  intelligent  caufe  of  all  things, 
was  acknowledged,  as  we  difcern  more  or  lefs  clearly  by  almoft 
all  our  antient  traditions,  in  thofe  nations  who  had  any  pre- 
tence to  be  efteemed  civilifed,  and  moft  directly  and  explicite- 
ly  in  thofe  that  were  the  moft  inlightened  by  knowledge.  But 
yet  this  bright  and  luminous  truth,  this  judgment  of  nature, 
was  clouded  by  fuch  a  multitude  of  fuperftitious  notions,  that 
it  appeared  dubioufly,  and  that  fomething  whicli  feemed  repug- 
nant to  it  might  have  been  objected  to  every  nation  who  pro- 
fefled  it  in  their  outward,  or  even  in  their  fecret  doctrine.  An 
orthodox  Ifraelite  was  fcandalifed,  no  doubt,    when  he  beheld 

*  N.  B.  There  is  a  paffage  in  Polybius  worth  being  turned  to  on  this  occafion. 
•It  is  in  the  thirteenth  book.  He  obferves  there  how  truth  is  difguiied,  or  concealed 
by  the  falfe  opinions  of  men  ;  but  he  infills,  that  thefe  laft  for  a  time  only,  and  that 
truth  prevails  always. 
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among  his  heathen  neighbours  their  deceafed  kings  and  heroes 
erected  into  divinities,  and  adored  as  fuch.  But  we  may  afTure 
ourfclves,  that  an  inhabitant  of  Thebes  in  Egypt,  who  acknow- 
ledged no  god  but  the  unborn  eternal  Kneph,  or  even  a  poly- 
theift,  who  worfhiping  many  gods,  that  is,  inferior  divinities, 
acknowledged  ftill  one  Supreme  Being,  the  monarch  of  gods 
and  men,  was  not  lefs  fcandalifed  when  he  faw  this  Being,  ol 
whom  he  had  the  fublimeft  conceptions  that  the  mind  of  man 
can  frame,  degraded  into  the  rank  of  a  local  tutelary  divinity, 
the  God  of  Abraham,  of  Isaac,  and  of  Jacob,  the  God  of  one 
family,  and  one  nation,  of  a  family  who  had  ftrolled  into  Egypt 
for  bread,  of  a  nation  who  had  been  long  flaves  in  that  country. 
In  vain  would  the  learned  priefts  of  all  fides  have  explained  their 
iymbolical  rites,  and  my  flic  doctrines.  The  Ifraelite  would  have 
remained  convinced,  that  the  one  true  God  was  unknown  to  the 
heathen ;  and  the  heathen,  that  he  was  unknown  to  the  Ifraelite. 
It  fared  with  this  principle  of  knowledge,  as  Plutarch  obferves 
in  one  of  his  mifcellaneous  trads,  in  the  manner  that  it  fares  with 
the  virtues.  The  prudence  of  Ulysses  appeared  different  from 
that  of  Nestor,  and  the  juftice  of  Cato  from  that  of  Agesi- 
laus.  The  fame  principle  of  knowledge,  derived  from  the  fame 
ufe  of  reafon,  took  various  appearances  from  the  various  opinions 
that  were  complicated  with  it  in  the  minds  of  men,  much  as  the 
fame  virtue  took  a  different  hue,  according  to  the  different  tem- 
pers, characters,  and  circumftances  of  thofe  who  profeffed  and 
practifed  it. 

This  feems  to  have  been  the  ftate  of  things  till  the  coming  of 
Christ.  Whether  the  knowledge  and  the  worfhip  of  the  one 
true  God  were  taught  by  revelation,  or  by  reafon,  that  which  is 
affirmed  concerning  them  cannot  be  true.  In  the  firft,  cafe  they 
muft  have  been  known  from  the  beginning  by  all  the  people  of 
the  earth,  and  long  before  the  Ifraelites  grew  up  to  be  a  nation. 
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In  the  fecond  cafe,the  man  who  fhould  afTert,  that  Abraham,  or 
any  other  of  the  patriarchs,  was  alone  able  to  make  thefe  difcove- 
lies  by  dint  of  reafon,  and  philosophical  reflection,  would  not  de- 
ferve  a  ferious  anfwer.  Nay  further,  if  we  go  upon  the  firft  fup- 
polition,  that  of  revelation,  if  we  take  the  words  offome  divines, 
that  this  belief  and  worfhip  could  be  communicated  no  other 
way  to  mankind,  and  that  this  facred  depofite  was  trufted  to  a 
people  chofen  to  preferve  it  till  the  coming  of  the  Mefliah,  this  af- 
iumption  will  appear  as  little  conformable  to  the  reafon  of  things, 
as  feveral  others  are  which  the  fame  men  advance  to  be  parts  of 
the  divine  oeconomy,  and  for  which  they  appeal  to  the  reafon  of 
mankind.  Reafon  will  pronounce,  that  no  people  was  lefs  fit  than 
the  Ifraelites  to  be  chofen  for  this  great  truft  on  every  account. 
They  broke  the  truft  continually,  and  the  miracles  that  were 
wrought  to  preferve  it,  notwithstanding  their  apoftacies,  would 
have  preserved  it  at  leaft  as  well  all  over  the  world.  Befides  the 
revelations  made  to  them  were  "  Shut  up  in  a  little  corner  of  the 
"  world,  amongft  a  people,  by  that  very  law  which  they  received 
"  with  it,  excluded  from  a  commerce  and  communication  with 
"  the  reft  of  mankind,"  as  Mr.  Locke  *  obferves  very  truly.  A 
people  fo  little  known,  and  contemned,  and  thought  vilely  of  by 
thofe  nations  that  did  know  them,  were  therefore  very  *  unfit, 
<c  and  unable  topropagate  the  doctrine  of  one  God  in  the  world." 

But  wherefore,  then,  was  this  depofite  made  to  them ?  It  was 
of  no  ufe  to  other  nations  before  the  coming  of  Christ,  nor  Serv- 
ed to  prepare  them  for  the  reception  of  his  gofpel ;  and  after  his 
coming,  it  was  in  this  great  refpecl:  of  little  ufe,  if  of  any,  to  the 
Jews  themfelves.  They  believed  univerfally  one  God,  but  they 
were  not  univerfally  difpofed  to  believe  in  his  fon.  Monotheifm 
might  indifpofe  them  to  the  gofpel,  as  well  as  their  attachment  to 
the  law  of  Moses.  The  expectation  of  the  Mefliah  did  not  clam 
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with  monotheifm.  But  they  might  imagine,  that  the  belief  of 
God  the  fon,  and  God  the  holy  Ghoft  did  fo  very  manifeftly ;  the 
trinity  not  having  been  early  reconciled  to  the  unity  of  God. 
Other  nations  feemed  to  be  better  prepared  by  philofophy,  by  that 
of  Plato  in  particular,  and  by  the  polytheiftical  notions  of  di- 
vine natures,  fome  in  the  godhead,  and  fome  out  of  it,  for  the 
reception  of  the  gofpel,  or  of  the  theology  which  the  preachers 
of  the  gofpel  taught.  Accordingly  we  find,  that  when  Christ 
came,  and  threw  down  the  wall  of  partition,  if  he  did  throw  it 
down,  and  not  St.  Paul,  the  miracles  wrought  to  propagate  chri- 
ftianity  had  greater  effect,  out  of  Judaea  than  in  it.  On  the  whole 
matter,  it  is  impoilible  to  conceive,on  grounds  of  human  reafon, 
to  what  purpofe  a  divine  oeconomy,  relative  to  the  coming  of 
Christ,  mould  have  confined  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God  to 
the  Jews,  and  have  left  the  reft  of  mankind  without  God  in  the 
world.  On  the  other  fide,  if  men  difcovered  the  Creator  of  all 
things  by  their  obfervations  and  their  reafonings,  things  muft  have 
pafled  much  as  the  memorials  of  antient  times  give  us  grounds  to 
believe  that  they  did  pafs.  The  knowledge  of  the  true  God 
muft  have  been  uncertainly  propagated,  and  uncertainly  main- 
tained; it  muft  have  been  never  loft,  but  always  liable  to  be  dark- 
ened by  too  much  ignorance  and  ftupidity  in  fome,  and  too 
much  imaginary  knowledge,  and  the  endlefs  refinements  of  opi- 
nion in  others. 

That  our  Saviour  found  the  whole  world  in  a  ftate  of  error  con- 
cerning thisfirft  principle  of  natural  religion,  thonotofabfolute 
darknefs,  is  allowed ;  and  that  the  fpreading  of  chriftianity  has 
contributed  to  deftroy  polytheifm  and  idolatry  is  true.  But  that, 
which  Mr.  Locke  advances  to  have  been  the  confequence  of  this 
great  event,  is  not  true.  It  is  not  true,  that  God  has  been  made 
known  to  the  world  by  this  revelation,  with  fuch  evidence  and 
energy,  that  polytheifm  and  idolatry  have  been  no  where  able  to 
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withftand  it.  On  the  contrary,  orthodox  theifm  has  not  prevailed 
in  fome  countries  where  it  has  been  taught.  In  others,  chriftianity 
has  been  eftablifhed  on  the  ruins  of  poly  theifm  and  idolatry,  and 
has  been  rooted  up  again  in  its  turn.  Revelation  has  had  no  bet- 
ter fuccefs  than  reafon.  Neither  has  been  able  to  preferve  the  pu- 
rity of  the  doctrines  they  taught,  nor  an  uniformity  in  the  prac- 
tice they  prefcribed.  Nay  mahometifm,  a  religion  inftituted  by  an 
arabian  free-booter,  who  impofed  himfelf  for  a  prophet  of  God, 
and  compofed  that  extravagant  rhapfody  of  fuperftition  and  en- 
thufiafm,  the  Koran,  has  been  further  propagated  than  chriftiani- 
ty, and  that  not  by  the  fword  alone,  no  more  than  chriftiani- 
ty. Mahomet  and  the  firft  caliphs  eftablifhed  their  religion  by 
the  fuccefs  and  terror  of  their  arms.  But  fince  that  time  it  has 
been  extended  by  fpiritual  conquefts,  and  not  only  the  conquered, 
but  the  conquerors,  for  fuch  the  Turks  were,  have  embraced  it. 
Christ,  his  apoftles,  and  the  firft  preachers  of  chriftianity,  efta- 
blifhed this  religion  by  their  miracles,  and  by  their  fufferings. 
But  fince  that  time  it  has  been  propagated  and  preferved  by  vio- 
lence as  great,  at  leaft,  as  that  which  the  Saracens  employed  to 
eftablifh  the  other.  But  however,  and  by  what  means  foever,  thefe 
religions  have  been  extended,  that  of  Mahomet  has  taught  the 
unity  of  God  in  terms  fo  clear,  and  fo  precife,  as  to  leave  no 
room  for  any  opinions  that  may  be  fb  much  as  ftrained  into  po- 
lytheifm ;  and  has  fo  effectually  banifhed  all  kinds  of  images, 
that  the  moft  grofs  and  fuperftitious  of  the  vulgar  cannot  have 
the  leaft  occafion  of  Hiding  into  idolatry. 

Christ  found  the  world  in  darknefs  and  error.  But  if  he 
was  to  come  again,  would  he  not  find  it  in  the  fame  ftate? 
Would  he  find  even  the  religion  he  came  to  eftablifh,  either 
pra&ifed,  or  even  taught  in  its  genuine  purity?  Would  he  not 
find  the  decalogue  fhortened,  and  the  creed  lengthened,  by 
fome  Chriftians  ?  Would  he  not  find  the  creed  fhortened  by  others, 
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who  left  the  decalogue  of  the  fame  fize,even  by  Mr.  Locke  him- 
felf ?  Chriftianity  has  been  from  the  inftitution  of  it  in  a  per- 
petual flux,  not  relatively  to  certain  opinions  alone,  that  may  be 
deemed  indifferent,    or  not  quite  cflential ;     but  relatively  to 
fundamental  articles,  on  which  the  whole   fyftem  leans.      Let 
me  produce  one  inftancc,  which  will  illuftrate,  and  confirm, 
what  has  been  faid  againft  thofe  who  take   fo  much  pains  to 
make  us  believe,  that  polytheifm  and  idolatry  prevailed  among 
the  nations  of  the  world  from  the  beginning.  Arianifm  had  ve- 
ry nearly  prevailed  in  the  chriftian  church.    It  was  all  that  in* 
trigue  could  do  to  check,    and  all  that  wars   and  perfecutions, 
wherein  millions  perifhed,    could  do  to  extirpate  this  herefy. 
Let  us  fuppofe  now  that  thefe  falutary  methods  had  proved  in- 
effectual, and  that  the  orthodox  faith  was  at  this  time  creeping 
about  in  corners,  as  the  arian  faith  actually  is,  and  was  preferv- 
ed  only  by  a  few  rational  and  thinking  men,    who  were  fain, 
in  their   outward  profeflion  and  worfhip,  to  go  with  the  herd, 
and  to  keep  to  the  religion  eftablifhed  by  law ;  I  afk,  would 
it  be  fair  to  conclude,    that  the  orthodox  faith  had  never  been, 
the  faith  of  the  chriftian  church,  and  that  this  abominable  he- 
refy had  been  eftablifhed  from  the  beginning?  It  would  not  be 
fo  moft  certainly.  To  recapitulate,  therefore,  and  to  conclude  : 
I  think  it   plain,   that  the  knowledge  and  worfhip  of  the  one 
true  God  muft  have  been  the  religion  of  mankind  for  a  long 
time,  if  the  mofaical  hiftory  be  authentic,  and  was  not  there- 
fore confined  from  the  beginning  to  the  family  of  Sem,    nor  to 
the  Ifraelites  who  pretended  to  be  of  it.     I  think  it  plain,  that 
the  aflumed  confinement  of  this  orthodox   faith  and   worfhip 
could  anfwer  no  imaginable  defign  of  a  divine  oeconomy,  pre- 
paratory to  the  coming  of  Christ  ;  fince  the  Jews,    who  had 
it,  were  not  better  prepared  than  the  Gentiles,     who  are  faid 
not  to  have  had  it,    to  receive  and  embrace  the  gofpel ;    and 
fince  this  doctrine  was  propagated  much  more  by  heathen  phi- 
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loibphers  than  by  Jewifh  doctors .  I  think  it  plain,  that  if  we 
fuppofe  the  unity  of  God  to  have  been  difcovered  by  reafon, 
and  to  have  been  propagated  by  human  authority  merely, 
the  belief  of  it  muft  have  gone  thro  all  the  viciflitudes,  and 
have  been  expofed  to  all  the  corruptions  that  appear  to  have 
attended  it.  I  add,  that  we  have  the  lefs  reafon  to  be  furprif- 
ed  at  this,  or  to  doubt  of  it,  flnce  we  fee  that  very  faith,  which 
God  himfelf  came  on  earth  to  publifh,  which  was  confirmed 
by  miracles,  and  recorded  by  divine  infpiration,  fubject  to  the 
fame  viciflitudes,  and  the  fame  corruptions. 
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SECTION     I. 


AL  L  men  are  apt  to  have  an  high  conceit  of  their  own 
underftandings,  and  to  be  tenacious  of  the  opinions 
they  profefs  ;  and  yet  almoft  all  men  are  guided  by  the 
underftandings  of  others,  not  by  their  own,  and  may  be  faid 
more  truly  to  adopt,  than  to  beget,  their  opinions.  Nurfes, 
parents,  paedagogues,  and  after  them  all,  and  above  them  all, 
that  univerfal  paedagogue  cuftom,  fill  the  mind  with  notions 
which  it  had  no  fhare  in  framing,  which  it  receives  as  pafiively, 
as  it  receives  the  impreflions  of  outward  objects,  and  which, 
left  to  itfelf,  it  would  never  have  framed  perhaps,  or  would 
have  examined  afterwards.  Thus  prejudices  are  eftablifhed  by 
education,  and  habits  by  cuftom.  We  are  taught  to  think 
what  others  think,  not  how  to  think  for  ourfelves ;  and 
whilft  the  memory  is  loaded,  the  underftanding  remains  un- 
exercifed,  or  exercifed  in  fuch  trammels  as  conftrain  it's  mo- 
tions, and  direcl:  it's  pace,  till  that  which  was  artificial 
becomes  in  fome  fort  natural,  and  the  mind  can  go  no 
other. 

Wrong  notions,  and  falfe  principles,  begot  in  this  manner 
by  authority,  may  be  called  properly  enough  the  baftards  of 
the  mind  ;  and  yet  they  are  nurfed,  and  preferved  by  it  as  if 
they  were  the  legitimate  ifTue ;  Na^  hey  are  even  deemed  to 
be  fo  by  the  mind  itfelf.  The  mind  grows  fond  of  them  ac- 
cordingly, and  this  miftaken  application  of  felf-love  makes 
men  zealous  to  defend,  and  propagate  them  by  the  fame  kind 
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of  authority,  and  by  every  other  fort  of  impofition.     Thus 
they  are  perpetuated,  and  as  they  contract  the  ruft  of  antiquity 
they  grow  to  be  more  refpedted.     The  fact  that  was  delivered 
at  firfl  on  very  fufpicious  teftimony,   becomes  indifputable ; 
and  the  opinion  that  was  fcarce  problematical  becomes  a  de- 
monftrated  proportion.     Nor  is  this  at  all  wonderful.     We 
look  at  original,   thro  intermediate  authority,  and  it  appears 
greater  and  better  than  it  is  really,  juft  as  objects  of  fight  are 
fometimes  magnified  by  an  hazy  medium.     Men  who  would 
have  been  deemed  ignorant,  or  mad,  or  knavifh,  if  they  had 
been  our  cotemporaries,  are  reverenced  as  prodigies  of  learning, 
of  wifdom,  and  of  virtue,  becaufe  they  lived  many  centuries 
ago.     When  their  writings  come  down  to  pofterity,  pofterity 
might  judge  indeed  of  their  characters  on  better  grounds  than 
report  and  tradition  :    but  the  fame  authority,  which  fhewed 
them  in  a  half  light,  fcreens  them  in  a  full  one.     Paraphrafes 
and  commentaries  accompany  their  writings.     Their  miflakes 
are  excufed,  their  contradictions  are  feemingly  reconciled,  their 
abfurdities  are  varnifhed  over,  their  puerilities  are  reprefented  as 
marks  of  a  moid  amiable  fimplicity,  their  enthufiaftical  rants 
as  the  language  of  the  mofl  fublime  genius,  or  even  of  infpi- 
ration ;  and  as  this  is  frequently  done  with  much  fkillful  plau- 
fibility,  fo  it  is  always  aided  by  the  ftrong  prepofTeiTions  that 
have  been  created  in  their  favor.     The  firft  traditional  authori- 
ties that  handed  down  fantaftic  fcience,  and  erroneous  opinions, 
might  be  no  better  than  the  original  authorities   that  impofed 
them.     But  they  were  fufficient  for  the  time  ;  and  when  er- 
ror had  once  taken  root  deeply  in  the  minds  of  men,   tho 
knowledge  increafed,    and  reafbn  was   better  cultivated,    yet 
they  ferved  principally  to  defend  and  embellifh  it.     Truths, 
that  have  been  difcovered  in  the  mofl:  inlightenedages  and  coun- 
tries, have  l>cen  by  fuch  means  as  thefe  fo  blended  with  the 
errors  of  the  tUrkcit,  that  the  whole  mafs  of  learning,  which 
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we  boaft  of  at  this  hour,  muft  be  fcparatcd,  and  fiftcd  at  giv.it 
expence,  like  the  ore  o(  a  poor  mine  ;  and  like  that  too,  will 
hardly  pay  the  cofts. 

It  may  found  oddly,  but  it  is  true  in  many  cafes  to 
fay,  that  if  men  had  learned  lefs,  their  way  to  knowledge 
would  be  fhorter  and  ealier.  It  is  indeed  fhorter  and  ealier 
to  proceed  from  ignorance  to  knowledge,  than  from  error. 
They  who  are  in  the  laft,  muft  unlearn  before  they  can  learn  to 
any  good  purpofe ;  and  the  firft  part  of  this  double  talk  is  not 
in  many  refpects  the  leaft  difficult,  for  which  reafon  it  is  fel- 
dom  undertaken.  The  vulgar,  under  which  denomination 
we  muft  rank,  on  this  occafion,  almoft  all  the  fons  of  Adam, 
content  themfelves  to  be  guided  by  vulgar  opinions.  They 
know  little,  and  believe  much.  They  examine  and  judge  for 
themfelves  in  the  common  affairs  of  life  fometimes,  and  not 
always  even  in  thefe.  But  the  grcateft  and  the  nobleft  ob- 
jects of  the  human  mind  are  very  tranfiently,  at  beft,  the  objects 
of  theirs.  On  all  thefe,  they  refign  themfelves  to  the  autho- 
rity that  prevails  among  the  men  with  whom  they  live.  Some 
of  them  want  the  means,  all  of  them  want  the  will,  to  do 
more ;  and  as  abfurd  as  this  may  appear  in  fpcculation,  it  is 
beft,  perhaps,  upon  the  whole,  the  human  nature  and  the  na- 
ture of  government  confidered,  that  it  mould  be  as  it  is. 

Scholars  and  philofbphers  will  demand  to  be  excepted  out 
of  the  vulgar,  in  this  fenfe.  But  they  have  hot  a  juft  claim  to 
be  fo  excepted.  They  profefs  to  feek  truth  without  any  other 
regard;  and  yet  the  talk  of  unlearning  error  is  too  hard  for 
them.  They  fet  out  in  this  fearch  with  the  fame  prejudices, 
and  the  fame  habits  that  they  who  neglect  it  have,  and  they 
lean  on  authority  in  more  cafes  than  the  others.  If  they  im- 
prove and  employ  their  reafon  more,  it  is  only  to  degrade  her 
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the  more ;  for  they  employ  her  always  in  fubordination  to 
another  guide,  and  never  truft  themfelves  wholly  to  her  condudt, 
even  when  authority  cannot  have  the  appearance  of  authority 
without  her  approbation.  The  tafk  of  unlearning  error,  and 
laying  authority  alide  in  the  fearch  of  truth,  is  not  only  hard 
in  itfelf,  but  it  becomes  harder  ftill  by  two  confederations,  as  it 
implies  a  felf-denial  of  vanity,  and  of  ambition.  Scholars  are  os- 
tentatious of  their  learning,  and  tho  he  who  has  read  much  will 
not  arrive  at  truth  fo  foon,  nor  fo  furely,  as  he  who  has  thought 
much,  yet  will  he  make  a  greater  glare,,  and  draw  more  ad- 
miration to  himfelf.  The  man  who  accumulates  authorities 
of  philofophers,  of  fathers,  and  of  councils  to  eftablifh  an  opi- 
nion that  muft  be  founded  in  reafon,  and  be  agreeable  to  the 
common  fenfe  of  mankind,  or  be  founded  in  nothing,  is  not 
unlike  the  child  who  choofes  a  crown  in  feveral  pieces  of  brafs, 
rather  than  a  guinea  in  one  piece  of  gold.  Thus,  again,,  we 
muft  not  imagine  that  we  behold  an  example  of  modefty  and 
moderation,  when  we  fee  a  whole  feci  of  philofophers  fubmit  to 
the  authority  of  one,  as  Pagans,  Chriftians,  and  Mahometans 
did  in  their  turns,  and  for  many  ages,  to  that  of  Aristotle  j, 
whilft  they  dared  to  reafon  in  no  other  form,  nor  on  any  other 
principles  than  thofe  which  he  had  prefcribed.  It  is  in  truth 
an  example  of  rank  ambition.  Such  men,  like  the  Haves  who 
domineer  in  abfolute  monarchies,  intend  by  their  fubmiilion  to 
a  fupreme  tyrant  to  acquire  the  means  of  exerciflng  tyranny  in. 
their  turns. 

There  are  innumerable  cafes  in  common  life,  and  many  in 
arts  and  fciences,  wherein  we  muft  content  ourfelves,  accord- 
ing to  the  condition  of  our  nature,  with  probability,  and  rely 
on  authority  for  want  of  the  means,  or  opportunities,  of  know- 
ledge. I  rely  on  the  authority  of  my  cook,  when  I  eat  my 
foup ;  on  the  authority  of  my  apothecary,  when  I  take  a  dofe 
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of  rhubarb  ;  on  that  of  Graham,  when  I  buy  my  watch,  and 
on  that  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  when  I  believe  in  the  doctrine 
of  gravitation  ;  becaufe  I  am  neither  cook,  apothecary, 
watchmaker,  nor  mathematician.  But  I  am  a  rational  crea- 
ture, and  am  therefore  obliged  to  judge  for  myfelf  in  all  thole 
cafes  where  reafon  alone  is  the  judge  ;  the  judge  of  the  thing 
itielf ;  for  even  in  the  others,  reafon  is  the  judge  of  the  autho- 
rity. My  parfon  might  reproach  me  very  juftly  with  the  folly 
of  going  thro  the  journey  of  life  without  opening  the  eyes  of 
my  mind,  and  employing  my  intellectual  Sight.  But  my  par- 
fon grows  impertinent  when  he  would  perfuade  me,  like  thole 
of  your  church,  to  remain  in  voluntary  blindnefs ;  or  like  thofe 
of  ours,  to  let  him  fee  for  me,  tho  my  eyes  are  open,  tho  my 
faculties  of  vifion  are  at  leaft  as  good  as  his,  and  tho  I  have  all 
the  fame  objects  of  light  before  my  eyes  that  he  has  before 
his. 


Resignation  to  authority  will  appear  the  more  abfurd,  if 
we  conflder,  that  by  it  we  run  two  rifks  inftead  of  one.  We 
may  deceive  ourfelves  no  doubt.  But  is  the  divine,  is  the  phi- 
lofopher,  infallible  ?  We  mail  not  mean  to  deceive  ourfelves 
moft  certainly.  But  the  divine,  or  the  philofopher  may  in- 
tend to  deceive  us.  He  may  find  his  account  in  it,  and  de- 
ceit may  be  his  trade.  Had  thefe  men  that  luperiority  over 
others,  which  fome  of  them  have  afiumed ;  did  the  fublime 
objects  of  divine  philofophy  appear  to  them,  tho  they  do  not 
appear  Co  to  us,  in  the  effulgence  of  an  immediate  and  direct 
light,  there  would  be  fome  better  reafon  than  there  is  for  a  de- 
pendence on  their  authority,  at  leaft  in  one  refpect.  We  might 
own  their  knowledge  fufficient  to  eftablifh  this  authority,  what- 
ever we  thought  of  their  candor  and  fincerity.  But  God  has 
dealed  more  equally  with  his  human  creatures.  There  is  no 
fuch  fuperiority  of  fome  over  others.     They  who  exercife  their 
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reafon,  and  improve  their  knowledge  the  moft,  are  dazzled 
and  blinded  whenever  they  attempt  to  look  beyond  the  reflect- 
ed light  wherein  it  is  given  us  to  contemplate  the  exiftence,  the 
nature,  the  attributes,  and  the  will  of  God  relatively  to  man. 
They  who  pretend  to  face,  like  fo  many  intellectual  eagles, 
the  fun  of  eternal  wifdom,  and  to  fee  in  that  abyfs  of  fplendor, 
are  fo  truly  metaphyseal  madmen,  that  he  who  attends  to  them, 
and  relies  on  them,  muft  be  mad  likewife. 

The  more  important  any  fubject  is,  the  more  reafon  we  have 
to  be  on  our  guard  againft  the  impofitions  and   feductions  of 
authority,    and  to  judge  in  the  belt,  manner  we  can  for  our- 
felves.      The  all-wife  God  has  difpofed  the  univerfal  order  fo, 
that  every  man  is,  by  his  nature,  capable  of  acquiring  a  cer- 
tain and  fufficient  knowledge  of  thofe  things  which  are  the 
moft  important  to  him,  whilft   he  is  left  to  probability  and 
belief  about  others  :   and  yet  fuch  are  the  contradictions  which 
reconcile  themfelves  to  one  another  in  the  heads  and  hearts  of 
men,  that  even  they  who  perceive  the  importance  of  the  fub- 
jeel, and  are  not  delivered  over  by  a  fupine  neglect  to  authori- 
ty, are  however  deterred  by  an  unreafonable  timidity  from  the 
ufe  of  their  own  judgments,  and  are  determined  by  an  affection 
of  their  minds,  in  oppofition  to  common  fenfe,  to  deliver  them- 
felves over  to  the  prevalent  authority,  whatever  that  be.     Thus, 
they  who  invade  the  reafon  of  mankind  triumph,  not  by  their 
own  ftrength,    but  by  the  prejudices  of  the  invaded.     Their 
fuccefs  may  be  compared  to  that  of  a  certain  prince  who  placed, 
it  is  laid,  cats  and  other  animals,  adored  by  the  Egyptians,  in 
the  front  of  his  army  when  he  invaded  that  people.     A  reve- 
rence for  thefe  phantoms  made  the  Egyptians  lay  down  their 
arms,  and  become  an  eafy  conqueft. 

This 
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This  timidity  is  the  lcfs  cxcufable,  becaufe  the  divine  wif- 
dom,  as  I  hinted  above,  has  been  pleafed  to  manifeft  to  us  a 
rule  of  inquiry  and  judgment  in  matters  of  divine  philofo- 
phy  and  natural  religion,  that  is  fure,  as  far  as  it  goes,  and  it 
goes  moft  certainly  as  far  as  the  fame  wifdom  intended  that 
our  inquiries  and  judgments  mould  proceed.  It  ferves  at 
once  both  to  direct:  and  limit  them.  God  has  fhewn  thefe 
great  objects  to  us  in  a  light  reflected  from  his  works,  and  pro- 
portioned to  our  nature.  He  has  fhewn  them  in  no  other,  in 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  his  providence.  The  way  therefore  to 
avoid  fantaftical,  and  to  attain  fome  degree  of  real  knowledge 
concerning  them,  is  to  apply  ourfelves  to  a  careful  obfervation 
of  the  phaenomena  of  nature,  corporeal,  and  intellectual,  as 
nature  is  commonly  diflinguifhed.  The  true  foundations  of 
natural  theology  muft  be  laid  in  natural  philofophy.  So  they 
have  been  laid,  in  part  at  leaft,  by  antient  and  modern  theifts, 
and  by  the  latter  efpecially,  fince  the  wonderful  difcoveries  that 
have  been  made  by  the  improvement  of  experimental  philofo- 
phy ;  difcoveries  that  might  fend  the  wifeft  men  of  antiquity, 
facred  and  prophahe,  could  they  arife  from  the  dead  with  all 
their  wifdom  and  all  their  learning  about  them,  once  more 
to  fchooi. 

The  foundations  *  of  theifm  have  been  laid  wider,    but 
they  wanted  no  folidity  before  thefe  difcoveries.     Thefe  new 

proofs, 


*  This  note  is  added  a  great  number  of  years  after  I  had  written  what  is  con- 
tained in  the  text  referred  to,  and  after  my  opinions  concerning  the  Supreme  Being, 
and  the  proofs  of  his  exiftence  had  been  eftablifhed  in  my  mind  ;  becaufe  I  have 
lately  lound,  in  the  hiftory  of  the  royal  academy  of  fciences  at  Berlin  for  the  year 
1746,  a  diflertation  written  by  a  very  ingenious  man,  a  very  good  philolopher,, 
and  one  with  whom  I  have  been  long  acquainted,  that  I  cannot  approve  on  many 
accounts.    His  avowed  defign  is  to  deduce  the  proofs  of  God's  exiftence  from  the 
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proofs,  nay  all  proofs  beyond  thofe  which  every  obferving  man 
is  able  to  draw  even  from  an  unphilofophical  view  of  the  fyf- 

tem 

general,  not  any  particular  laws  of  nature,  and  to  deduce  thofe  of  motion  and  reft 
metaphysically  from  the  attributes  of  the  fupreme  intelligence. 

To  make  way  for  this  proof,  he  rejects  or  endeavours  to  weaken  every  other  proof, 

on  this  pretence,  that  the  attempt  to  eftablifh  truth  on  falfe  reafonings  is  the  greateft 

.injury  which  can  be  done  to  it.     I  (hall  not  take  on  me  to  examine  his  hypothefis, 

I  how  little  foever  I  like  the  deduction  of  a  phyfical  hypothefis  from  metaphyfical 

principles,  inftead  of  eftablifhing  general,  abitract,  or,  if  you  pleafe,  metaphyfical 

axioms  on  particular  experiments  and  obfervation. 

Mr.  Maupertuis  lays  no  weight  on  the  famous  argument  of  Des  Cartes 
taken  from  the  idea  of  an  infinite,  all-perfect  Being,  which  he  fuppofes  to  be  in  the 
human  mind  •,  and  Maupertuis  is  in  the  right.  He  fays  little  on  the  afiumed 
univerfal  confent  of  mankind  to  this  great  and  fundamental  truth,  and  he  is  not  in 
the  wrong.  This  confent  is  not  fuch  as  it  ftands  reprefented  by  many.  It  is  gene- 
ral enough  to  (hew  the  proportion  which  this  truth  bears  to  the  univerfal  reafon  of 
mankind,  and  I  think  it  would  prove  no  more  if  it  was  ftill  more  general.  The  ac- 
tual exiftence  of  fuch  a  Being  cannot  be  fairly  deduced  from  it.  He  will  not  infill, 
he  fays,  on  the  argument  which  may  be  drawn  from  the  intelligence  whereof  we  are 
confcious,  to  a  firft  intelligence,  infinite,  and  eternal,  which  is  the  original  of  all 
intelligence,  and  the  firft  caufe  of  all  things  •,  and  yet  I  apprehend  that  he  has  given 
us  none  fo  good  by  the  help  of  metaphyfics,  and  mathematics,  as  this,  which  is 
plain  and  obvious  to  the  conception  of  every  rational  creature. 

That  fome  theifts  have  reafoned  weakly  from  the  phaenomena  of  nature  to  the 
exiftence  of  God  is,  I  believe,  true,  as  I  am  fure  it  is  true  that  others  would  have 
made  the  doctrine  of  final  caufes  ridiculous,  if  any  thing  could  make  it  fo,  by  the 
ridiculous  application  of  it  on  every  unworthy  and  trifling  occafion.  But  we 
muft  not  learn  from  hence  to  defpife  all  thofe  arguments  which  antient  philofophers 
drew  from  the  beauty,  order,  and  difpofition  of  the  univerfe,  on  this  fmart  conceit, 
that  they  knew  too  little  of  nature  to  have  a  right  to  admire  it. 

He  is  not  fatisfied  neither  with  thofe  which  Newton,  and  much  lefs  with  thofe 
which  other  naturalifts  have  drawn  from  the  fame  phaenomena.  If  he  cites  thofe  of 
Newton,  it  is  only  to  fhew  how  weak  and  inconclufive  even  thefe  are.  Newton 
thought  that  the  uniform  motion  of  the  planets  proved  itfelf  necefiarily  to  have  been 
directed  by  choice,  not  by  chance,  and  he  fhews  the  great  probability  of  this  doc- 
trine. But  then  he  thinks  there  remains  probability  enough  on  the  other  fide,  to 
hinder  us  from  faying  thBt  this  uniformity  muft  have  been  necefiarily  the  effect  of 
choice,  tho  it  fhould  be  granted,  agreeably  to  Newton's  fyftem,  that  all  the  ce- 
leftial  bodies  being  drawn  towards  the  fun,  move  in  a  vacuum.  On  the  other  hand 
he  advances,  that  the  force  of  Newton's  argument  being  founded  alone  on  the  im- 
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tern  of  nature,  are  proofs  "  ex  abundantia."  I  honor  moft 
iincerely  thofe  philofophers  who  have  endeavoured  to  raife  the 

thoughts 

poflibility  of  affignlng  a  phyfical  caufe  of  this  uniformity  in  his  hypothefis,  it  will 
have  no  force  with  other  philofophers.  The  uniformity  of  thefe  motions  will 
not  appear  inexplicable  to  thofe  who  admit  a  fluid  matter,  in  which  the  planets  are 
hurried  round,  or  by  which  their  motion  is  moderated.  On  this  foot  we  are  not 
reduced  to  the  alternative  of  fuppofing  either  chance,  or  choice,  and  fuch  an  uni- 
formity of  motion  will  prove  the  exiftence  of  God  no  more  than  any  odicr  motion 
impreficd  on  matter.  This  Maupertuis  fays.  But  till  the  phyfical  caufe  of  the  uni- 
form motion  of  the  planets  has  been  explained  intelligibly  by  the  hypothefis  of  a 
fluid,  we  muft  remain  where  we  were,  and  have  recourle  in  one  cafe,  as  well  as  in  the 
other,  to  choice,  or  chance. 

This  philofopher  thinks  that  the  argument,  drawn  by  Newton  from  the  forma- 
tion of  animals,  has  no  more  ftrength  than  the  former.  He  afks,  whether,  if  the 
uniformity  of  fome  be  a  proof  on  one  fide,  the  infinite  variety  of  others  will  not  be  a 
proof  on  the  other  fide  ?  Now  furely  thefe  proofs  are  fo  far  from  being  contradic- 
tory, that  they  coincide.  The  eagle,  the  fly,  the  flag,  the  fnail,  the  whale,  and 
the  oifter  are  very  different  animals  no  doubt ;  and  the  immenfe  variety  of  the  dif- 
ferent fpecies  of  animals  appropriated  to  different  elements,  and  purpofes,  difplays 
the  magnificence  of  the  animal  world,  and  the  infinite  power  of  it's  author,  as  the 
uniformity  of  all  thofe  of  the  fame  fpecies  fhews  the  defign  and  wifdom  of  that  Being 
who  created  them,  and  appropriated  them  to  the  fame  elements,  and  to  the  fame 
purpofes.  When  we  compare  an  eagle  to  a  fly,  we  find  a  proof  of  one.  When  we 
compare  an  eagle  to  an  eagle,  we  find  a  proof  of  the  other.  In  Ihort  the  objection 
is  founded  in  cavil,  not  in  argument. 

Mr.  Maupertuis  proceeds,  and  admits,  but  admits  as  if  it  were  for  argument's 
fake  alone,  that  the  proportion  of  the  different  parts  and  organs  of  animals  to  their 
wants,  carries  a  more  folid  appearance;  and  he  judges  that  they  reafbn  very  ill, 
who  aflert  that  the  ufes,  to  which  thefe  parts  and  organs  are  applied,  were  not  the 
final  caufes  of  them,  but  that  they  are  fo  applied,  becaufe  the  animal  is  fo  made. 
Chance  gave  eyes  and  ears,  and  fince  we  have  them,  we  make  ufe  of  them  to  fee 
and  hear.  He  thinks  however  it  may  be  faid,  that,  chance  having  produced  an 
immenie  number  of  individuals,  thole  of  them,  whofe  parts  and  organs  were  pro- 
portioned to  their  wants,  have  fubfifted,  whiltt.  thofe  who  wanted  this  proportion 
have  perifhed,  and  difappeared.  Thofe  who  had  no  mouth,  for  inftance,  could 
not  eat,  and  live  •,  thofe  who  wanted  the  organs  of  generation  could  not  perpetuate 
their  fpecies :  and  thus  from  the  prefent  ffate  of  things  theifts  draw  an  argument, 
which  will  appear  fallacious,  when  it  is  applied  to  the  poflible  original  of  things. 

To  ridicule  the  proofs  of  this  kind,  he  afks,  a  little  too  triumphantly,  what  it  fig- 
nifies  to  difcover  appearances  of  order  and  proportion,  if  after  this  difcovery  we 
are  flopped  in  our  reafoning  by  fome  untoward  conclufion  ?  He  inftances  in  the 

Vol.  IV.  L  1  ferpent, 
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thoughts  of  men,  by  thefe  difcoveries,  from  the  phaenomena 
up  to  the  author  of  nature,   inftead  of  amufing  the  world, 

like 

ferpent,  who  can  neither  walk,  nor  fly,  and  yet  faves  himfelf  from  the  purfuit  of 
other  animals  by  the  flexibility  of  his  body,  which  enables  him  to  crawl  away  fafter 
than  many  of  them  can  follow  him.  The  cold  of  the  winter  would  chill  him  to 
death,  if  the  form  of  his  body,  and  the  flippery  fmoothnefs  of  his  fkin,  did  not  ena- 
ble him  likewiie  to  creep  thro  holes  that  hide  him  under  the  ground.  This  is  the 
difcovery.  The  untoward  conclufion  follows,  and  he  afks,  to  what  purpofe  does 
all  this  ferve  ?  Why  truly  to  none  but  the  prefervation  of  an  animal,  whofe  bite  is 
iufficient  to  kill  a  man.  Thus  the  philofopher  endeavours  to  deftroy  one  proof  of 
God's  exiftence,  by  begging  the  fame  queftion  as  the  divine  begs,  when  he  would 
prove  that  God  is  unjuft,  becaufe  there  is  either  phyfical,  or  moral  evil  in  the  world  j 
that  is,  by  afluming  man  to  be  the  final  caufe  of  the  creation. 

The  great  and  refpectable  perfons,  fuch  as  father  Malebranche,  whofe  au- 
thority Maupertuis  cites  againft  the  order  obferved  in  the  conftruction  of  the  uni^ 
verfe,  and  who  were  at  a  lofs  to  comprehend  how  it  could  be  the  work  of  a  Being 
infinitely  wife  and  powerful,  built  their  objections]  on  the  fame  afiumption,  and 
ran,  as  he  obferves,  into  many  abfurd  fyftems.  But  I  wave  entering  any  farther 
here  into  the  consideration  of  this  afiumption,  and  the  ufe  that  is  made  of  it,  fincc 
I  have  taken  occafion  to  fpeak  fully  about  it  in  another  place. 

The  criticifm  he  makes  on  that  expreffion  which  clofes  the  firft  of  Mr.  Pope's 
ethic  epiftles,  "  whatever  is,  is  right,"  cannot  be  maintained.  The  propofition  is 
not  advanced  as  an  argument  to  prove  the  exiftence  of  God,  nor  as  a  profeflion  of 
faith,  "  un  acte  de  foi."  I  prefume  Mr.  Pope  meaned  it  as  a  reafonable  confe- 
quence  of  what  he  fuppofed  already  proved,  and  that  when  defign  and  wifdom  were 
fo  evidently  marked  in  all  the  works  of  God  which  are  objects  of  human  obfervation 
and  knowledge,  it  became  his  creatures  to  conclude  that  the  fame  wifdom  and  de- 
fign were  employed  in  the  whole,  tho  human  obfervation  and  knowledge  cannot 
reach  to  the  whole,  and  therefore  that  he  was  juftified,  as  he  was  moil  certainly,  in 
pronouncing  that  "  whatever  is,  is  right."  To  fay  that  this  axiom  tends  to  fubmit 
all  things  to  a  fatal  neceffity,  is  not  true.  To  fay  that  it  eftablifhes  fubmifiion  and 
refignation  to  the  divine  providence,  in  oppofition  to  the  pride  and  prefumption  of 
philofophers  and  divines,  is  true.  It  is  a  truth  which  no  man  fhould  be  afhamed 
to  own,  and  which  every  rational  creature  fhould  be  afhamed  to  contradict. 

Maupertuis  himfelf  admits  enough  toeftablifh  this  truth,  when  he  admits  that 
intelligence  and  defign  are  perceivable  in  a  multitude  of  the  phaenomena-,  and  yet 
he  does  not  give  up  the  point.  It  is  not  enough,  he  fays,  to  prove  intelligence  and 
defign.  To  prove  the  wifdom  of  God,  we  mud  penetrate  into  the  objects  to  which 
this  intelligence  and  defign  were  directed.  Ability  in  the  execution  is  infufficient. 
To  fhew  his  wildorn,  we  muft  prove  his  motives  to  have  been  reafonable.  To  what 
purpofe  do  we  admire  that  regularity  with  which  ail  the  planets  move  the  fame  way, 
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like  many  others,  with  metaphyseal  abftractions.  But  yet  I 
think,  that  wc  wanted  neither  a  Boyle,  nor  a  Ray,  nor  a 
Derham,  nor  a  Newyntit  to  convince  us  of  the  felf-exiftenc 
of  an  intelligent  Being,  the  firft  caufe  of  all  things ;  and  I  am 
fure  that  we  are  much  to  blame  if  we  want  a  Bent  ley,  or  a 
Clarke,  to  put  us  in  mind,  for  in  truth  they  do  no  more,  of 
the  exiftence  of  fuch  a  Being.  In  fhort,  natural  theology  refb 
on  better  foundation  than  authority  of  any  kind,  and  the  duties 
of  natural  religion,  and  the  fins  againft  it,  are  held  out  to  us  by 
the  conftitution  of  our  nature,  and  by  daily  experience,  in 
characters  fo  vifible,  that  he  who  runs  may  read  them. 

These  revelations,  for  flich  they  may  be  properly  called,  are 
made  to  the  reafon  of  mankind  ;  and  the  fame  reafon  that  col- 
lects them  from  the  face  of  nature,  is  able  to  propagate  the 
knowledge  of  them,  and  to  find  means  of  enforcing,  as  far  as 
the  general  imperfection  of  our  nature,  and  particular  contin- 
gent circumftances  admit,  *a  conduct  Suitable  to  them.  But 
men  have  not  been  contented  to  do  this.  They  have  imagined, 
or  they  have  found  in  the  frailty  of  the  human  nature,  and  the 
imperfection  of  the  human  ftate,  an  apparent  neceflity  of  going 
farther  ;  of  adding  art  to  nature,  falfhood  to  truth,  and  their 
own  inventions  for  divine  communications.  In  order  to  make 
the  impofition  pafs,  they  have  fet  authority  in  the  place  of  rea- 
fon.    The  religion  of  nature,  and  therefore  of  the  God  of  na- 

almofl  in  the  fame  plane,  and  in  orbits  nearly  alike,  if  we  do  not  fee  that  it  is  better 
that  they  mould  move  fo  than  otherwife,  that  is,  if  we  have  not  difcovered  the  fuf- 
ficient  reafon  that  Leibnitz  requires  in  all  cafes  where  things  may  be  done  more  ways 
than  one  ?  A  reafonable  man  may  content  himfelf,  without  this  fufficient  region,  in 
many  cafes,  and  Leibnitz  blundered  grievoufly  when  he  pretended  to  have  found  it 
in  fome.  I  doubt  Maupertuis  has  not  fucceeded  better,  in  deducing  the  firft  and 
univcrfal  laws  of  nature  from  the  attributes  of  an  all-wile,  and  all-powerful  Being,  in 
order  to  fhew,  that  fince  thefe  laws,  which  are  obferved  in  the  univerfe,  are  the  very 
fame  which  fuch  attributes  muft  have  produced,  fuch  a  Being  muft  exiit,  and  be  the 
author  of  thefe  laws,    Happily  we  have  no  want  of  this  demonltration. 

L  1  2  ture, 


2.6o       ESSAY     THE     FOURTH. 

ture,  is  fimple  and  plain  ;  it  tells  us  nothing  which  our  reafbn 
is  unable  to  comprehend,  and  much  lefs  any  thing  which  is 
repugnant  to  it.  Natural  religion  and  reafon  are  always 
agreed,  they  are  always  the  fame,  and  the  whole  oeconomy  of 
God's  difpenfations  to  man  is  of  a  piece.  But  religions,  found- 
ed in  the  pretended  revelations  we  fpeak  of  here,  grow  vo- 
luminous and  myfterious,  oppofe  belief  to  knowledge,  and 
when  they  cannot  ftand  a  reafonable  examination,  efcape  from 
reafon  by  afliiming  that  they  are  above  it.  Many  fuch  reli- 
gions have  appeared  in  the  world.  We  Chriftians  reject  them 
all,  not  only  becaufe  they  carry  moft  evident  marks  of  im- 
pofture,  but  becaufe  there  can  be  no  more  than  one  true  reve- 
lation, and  that  is  undoubtedly  the  revelation  we  acknowledge  ; 
for  chooling  of  which  however,  and  for  rejecting  the  others,  we 
muft  confefs  that  we  had  no  reafon  at  all,  or  we  muff  confefs 
that  the  truth  of  a  revelation  is  an  object  of  reafon,  and  to  be 
tried  by  it, 

Religions,  instituted  by  men  who  thought  themfelves  in- 
fpired  when  they  were  only  mad,  or  by  men  who  were  thought 
to  be  infpired  when  they  were  only  cheats,  reft  on  the  mere 
authority  of  their  founder,  maintained  and  improved  by  his, 
difciples,  and  their  fucceffors.  Reafon  had  no  mare  in  ex- 
amining the  original  pretended  revelation,  nor  has  much  in  ex- 
amining the  defcent  of  the  tradition  that  preferves  it.  How  could 
reafon  have  any  fhare  in  examining  and  controuling  the  flrft, 
on  which  the  laft,  and  all  the  confequences  of  an  impofture  de- 
pend, among  men  ignorant  and  credulous,  or  who  were  pre- 
pared by  fuperftition  to  believe  revelation  no  uncommon  event  ? 
The  enthufiaft  was  not  enough  in  his  fenfes  to  reflect,  that  in  or- 
der to  be  aflured  he  had  a  revelation  from  God,  it  was  necefla- 
ry  he  mould  have  not  only  a  lively  inward  fentiment  of  the  di- 
vine truth  that  he  fuppofed  revealed  to  him,  but  alfo  a  clear  and 

diftinft 
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diftincT:  perception  of  the  time  and  manner  in  which  this  fu~ 
pernatural  operation  was  performed.  The  impoftor  was 
enough  in  his  fenfes  to  know,  that  no  one  was  able  to  prove 
he  had  not  the  revelations  he  pretended  to  have ;  becaufe  no 
man  is  able  any  more  to  perceive  the  perceptions  of  another 
man's  mind,  however  occasioned,  than  to  fee  an  outward  ob- 
ject by  the  eyes,  or  to  hear  a  found  by  the  ears,  of  another. 
Believers  in  men  of  both  thefe  characters  were  never  wanting: » 
and  far  from  examining,  it  became  a  merit  not  to  examine. 

He  faid  it,  was  foundation  enough  for  an  article  of  faith  in 
the  pythagorean  religion  ;  and  the  fame  proof  was  fufficient  to 
eftablifh  the  religion  of  Foe  that  began  in  India,  was  propa- 
gated into  China,  and  fpread  in  feveral  feels  all  over  the  Eaft. 
The  fame  obfervation  may  be  made  on  other  religions  that 
have  been  impofed  by  the  force  of  authority,  no  matter  how 
acquired,  on  ignorant  and  fuperftitious  people  at  firft,  and  on 
thofe  of  more  fenfe  and  knowledge,  when  the  authority  was 
grown  too  ftrong  to  be  fhaken.  But  chriftianity  was  not  fo  im- 
pofed ;  and  nothing  can  be  more  plain  than  this,  that  God 
fubmitted  the  authority  of  his  revelation  at  the  time  he  gave 
it,  and  therefore  at  every  later  time  much  more,  to  the  reafon 
of  the  creatures  to  whom  he  gave  it. 

When  we  confider  the  great  and  glorious  purpofes  of  this 
revelation,  the  manner  in  which,  and  the  perfon,  even  the  fon> 
of  God  himfelf,  by  whom  it  was  made,  and  all  the  ftupen- 
dous  miracles  in  the  heavens,  and  on  earth,  that  were  wrought 
to  confirm  it,  we  are  ready  to  conclude  that  fuch  a  revelation 
muft  have  left  reafon  nothing  to  do,  muft  have  forced  convic- 
tion, and  have  taken  away  even  the  poilibility  of  doubt.  This 
confequence  feems  fo  necefTary>  that  if  fuch  events  were  dated 
hypothetically,    the  hypothefis  would  be  rejected  as  defective 

and 
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and  inconfiftent,  unlefs  they  were  fuppofed  to  have  had  their 
full  effecl: ;  and  yet  in  fadt,  an  universal  fubmiflion  of  all  thole 
who  were  witnelfes  of  the  figns  and  wonders  that  accom- 
panied the  publication  of  the  gofpel,  did  not  follow.  The 
learned  men  among  the  Jews,  the  fcribes,  the  pharifees,  the 
rulers  of  the  people,  were  perfecutors  of  chriftianity,  not  con- 
verts to  it ;  and  the  vulgar,  as  well  as  they,  were  fo  far  from 
believing  Jesus  to  be  the  Mefliah  their  nation  expe&ed,  or  any 
divine  perfon  fent  by  God,  that  when  Pilate  inclined  to  fave 
him,  inftead  of  Bar  abb  as  a  notorious  criminal,  the  whole 
crowd  cried  out,  "  let  his  blood  be  on  us  and  our  children,"  and 
iniifted,  with  a  fort  of  mutinous  zeal,  on  his  execution. 

What  are  we  to  fay  now?  The  Jew  will  infill  that  the  mi- 
racles might  be  fuch  as  they  are  reported  to  have  been,  but  that 
if  they  were  fuch,  they  were  wrought  by  the  powers  of  magic, 
like  thofe  ofApoLLONius  of  Thy  ana  ;   or  by  fome  fecret  charm 
like  that  of  the  true  pronunciation  of  the  name  that  confifted 
of  four  letters,  the  famous  tetragrammaton  ;   and  that  his  an- 
cestors had  reafon  therefore  to  reject  the  proofs  drawn  from 
them,  inftead  of  believing,  that  the  God  of  truth  had  fet  his 
feal,  as  it  were,  to  an  impofture.     The  infidel  will  infill,  that 
all  thefe  miracles  were  equivocal  at  beft,  fuch  as  credulous  fu- 
perftitious  perfons,  and  none  elfe  believed,    fuch  as  were  fre- 
quently   and  univerfally  irnpofed  by  the  firPc  fathers  of   the 
chriftian  church,  and  as  are  fo  Hill  by  their  fucceffors,  where- 
ever  ignorance  or  fuperftition  abound.     He  will  apply  to  mi- 
racles, what  Bessarion  faid  of  faints,  and  bid  us  judge  of  the 
antient  by  the  modern.     Thus  will  thefe  men  account  for  the 
little  fuccefs  which  the  gofpel  had,  on  the  firft  publication  of  it: 
little,  I  mean,  when  compared  with  the  authority  of  the  preacher, 
whofe  divinity  was  fufficiently  manifefted  under  the  difguife  of 
humanity. 

SECT- 
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But  I  afk,  what  now  will  a  good  and  reafonable  Chriftian 
fay  ?  He  will  not  allcdge,  I  think,  that  the  Jews  were  reject- 
ed, and  the  Gentiles  called  in :  fince  his  two  antagonifts  would 
be  ready  to  anfwer,  that  he  fet  the  effect  in  the  place  of  the 
caufe,  and  the  cauic  of  the  effecl:,  when  he  affumed,  that  the 
Jews  refufed  to  believe  in  the  miracles  and  gofpel  of  Chris Tr 
becaufe  they  were  rejected,  inftead  of  affuming  that  they  were 
rejected  becaufe  of  their  unbelief.  Would  he  follow  the  exam- 
ple that  has  been  fet  on  other  occafions  ?  Would  he  reafon  from 
his  notions,  well  or  ill  abstracted,  of  order,  and  of  the  fitnefles 
and  unfitnefles  of  things  to  the  conduct  of  God,  call  this  rea- 
foning  demonstration,  and  when  he  found  the  phaenomena 
ftand  in  oppofition  to  it,  as  they  would  do  evidently  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  fince  that  univerfality  of  fubmiflion  to  the  fon  of  God 
was  not  paid,  which  ought  to  have  been  paid,  according  to  all 
our  ideas  of  order  and  fitnefs,  would  he  have  recourfe  to  fome 
bungling  hypothecs  to  reconcile  them  ?  If  he  took  this  method, 
it  would  happen  to  him  as  it  has  happened  to  divines  very  often ; 
he  would  strengthen  the  objection  of  the  infidel,  and  not  be 
able  to  folve  it  afterwards. 

An  end  to  which  the  means  are  not  proportioned  can  never 
be  the  end  of  infinite  wifdom,  feconded  by  infinite  power.  The 
means  employed  to  eftablifh  and  maintain  the  gofpel  have  not 
been  Sufficient  to  do  it  independently  of  reafon,  and  by  the 
mere  force  of  authority,  from  the  first  publication  of  it.  The 
end  and  defign  therefore  of  infinite  wifdom  was  not  to  Subject 
human  reafon,  how  much  foever  it  was  in  fact  Subjected  by  the 
firft  converts,  to  a  revelation  received  implicitely,  even  on  the 
authority  of  the  fon  of  God  hirnfelf,  and  much  lefs  on  any  other, 

Reafon 


264         ESSAY     THE     FOURTH, 

Reafon  was  made  fo  necefiary  to  judge  of  this  revelation,  even 
at  the  time  it  was  given,  that  if  we  fuppofe  ourfelves  tranfport- 
ed  back  to  that  time,  and  inquiring  into  the  truth  of  this  re- 
velation on  the  very  fpot  where  it  was  made,  we  mall  find, 
that  far  from  being  determined  by  authority  in  favor  of  it,  our 
reafon  would  have  had  much  to  do  in  comparing  the  various 
and  contradictory  teftimonies,  and  in  ballancing  the  degrees  of 
probability  that  refiilted  from  them.  The  conteft  between  the 
firft  witnefles  of  chriftian  revelation,  and  the  reft  of  the  Jews 
who  witnefied  againft  it,  became  a  party  conteft,  carried  on 
with  great  zeal  on  the  perfecuted  fide,  and  great  cruelty  on  the 
other.  They  difputed  not  only  about  the  miracles  that  had 
been  wrought,  and  were  daily  working  among  them,  even 
about  that  decifive  concluding  miracle  the  refurre&ion  of  Jesus, 
but  about  the  interpretation  of  their  prophecies,  which  foretold 
the  coming  of  the  Mefliah,  and  about  the  application  of  them 
to  him.  In  fuch  a  confufed  ftate  of  things,  on  whofe  authority 
could  any  honeft  inquirer  have  depended  ?  If  he  had  weighed, 
or  if  he  had  counted  fufTrages,  he  would  have  been  equally  de- 
termined againft  the  truth ;  and  upon  the  whole  he  muft  have 
defpaired  of  coming  to  a  determination  at  all  by  any  other  way 
than  that  of  employing  the  utmoft  fagacity  of  his  mind,  and 
judging  for  himfelf,  unlefs  it  had  pleafed  God  to  make  him 
fome  particular  revelation. 

-  This  advantage  St.  Paul  boafted  that  he  had.  The  mira- 
cles of  Christ  and  of  his  difciples  made  fo  little  imprefiion  on 
him,  tho  he  had  not  only  heard  of  them  all,  but  had  been  an 
eye-witnefs,  at  leaft,  of  that  which  appeared  when  St.  Ste- 
phen was  ftoned  to  death,  that  he  fignalifed  his  zeal  againft 
chriftianity  till  he  himfelf  became  the  fubject  of  a  moft  miracu- 
lous operation,  and  was  called  upon  by  Jesus  in  a  fhort,    but 

very 
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very  pathetic  expoftulation  *.     In  this  manner  he  was  convert- 
ed ;  and  in  this  manner  every  inhabitant  of  the  earth,    Jew  or 
Gentile,  learned  or  ignorant,  might  have  been  converted,  as  well 
as  he.     But  it  was  not  in  the  plan  of  providence  to  employ  the 
immediate,    particular,    miraculous,    and  therefore  irrcfiftible 
authority  of  revelation  in  many  cafes:   and  all  other  authority, 
even  that  of  miracles,    occasionally  wrought  before  fome,  and 
reported  by  others,   being  inadequate  to  univerfal   conviction, 
the  generality  of  men  were  left  to  embrace  Christianity  or  not, 
as  their  reafon,  right  or  wrong,  weak  or  strong,   mould  direct, 
and  reafon  not  being  fubdued  by  revelation,  revelation  was  sub- 
jected to  reafon.     St.  Paul  was  not  in  this  cafe:   his  reafon  had 
been  fubdued  effectually.     But  he   dealed  with  other  men   as 
being  in  it.     He  argued,  he  expostulated,  he  appealed  to  their 
reafon  principally.     He  worked,  indeed,  now  and  then  a  mira- 
cle, as  it  was  given  him  to  work  them  ;   for  his  cafe  in  this  re- 
flect may  be  compared  to  that,  which  a  divine  of  the  faculty  of 
Paris,  whom  I  have  quoted  elfewhere,  afTiimed  to  be  the  cafe 
of  all  thofe  who  wrote  the  books  of  the  old  testament.     One 
feemed  to  have  had  infpirations,    and  the  others  a  power  of 
working  miracles  occasionally,  not  constantly.     Paul,   there- 
fore, appealed  chiefly  to  the  reafon  of  mankind  in  his  feveral 
millions.     On  two  of  thefe  millions,  at  least,  it  may  be  to  our 
prefent  purpofe  to  make  fome  reflection. 

He  preached  at  Antioch  to  the  Jews  and  to  the  Gentiles : 
the  former  contradicted  him,  difputed  with  him,  and  raifed  a 
perfecution  against  him  and  his  companion  Barnabas.  The 
apostles  worked  no  miracles  on  this  occafion,  like  men  who 
knew  how  ineffectual  the  authority  they  procured  was,  for  the 
most  part,  in  the  then  ordinary  exercife  of  that  power.  The 
last  recourfe  was  to  reafon :  and  when  that  failed,  the  apoftles 
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turned  themfelves  from  the  loft  fheep  of  the  houfe  of  Ilrael  to 
the  Gentiles.  The  Gentiles  were,  more  docile,  and  free  from 
the  prejudices  of  the  Jews  about  their  prophecies,  which  only 
ferved  to  miflead  them :  reafon  had  more  effect  on  thefe ;  they 
rejoiced,  they  glorified  the  word  of  God,  and  they  believed, 
that  is,  as  many  of  them  as  were  preordained  to  eternal  life  * ; 
for  it  would  feem,  by  this  paflage,  that  neither  authority, 
nor  reafon,  nor  miracles,  nor  all  thefe  together  were  fufficient 
to  make  men  profelytes  to  chriftianity  without  a  previous  desig- 
nation, and  divine  election  -f-.  Let  us  follow  St.  Paul  from 
Antioch  to  Rome,  where  he  fucceeded  a  little  better  among 
the  Jews.  Thofe  of  Afia  looked  upon  him  as  an  apoftate,  and 
Were  the  more  averfe  to  chriftianity,  perhaps,  for  his  preaching 
it.  But  the  Jews  at  Rome  had  no  prejudices  againft  him,  tho 
he  was  brought  thither  in  chains.  They  had  received  no  let- 
ters about  him  from  Judaea ;  no  one  who  came  from  thence  had 
ipoke  any  evil  of  him.  They  had  heard,  indeed,  of  a  new  feci: 
which  was  every  where  oppofed,  and  they  were  deiirous  to 
know  his  opinion  of  it  §.  They  took  a  day  to  hear  him,  and 
they  heard  him  with  remarkable  patience,  for  they  heard  him 
from  morning  to  night.  He  was  full  of  the  holy  ghoft,  he  ar- 
gued from  the  law  of  Moses,  from  the  prophets,  and  from 
every  other  topic,  as  we  may  allure  ourfelves,  and  omitted  no- 
thing that  might  perfuade  them  to  embrace  the  gofpel.  What 
was  the  effecT;?  Some  believed,  and  fome  believed  not.  The 
fame  may  be  obferved  of  his  proceeding  at  ThefTalonica.     He 

*  Credidtrunt  quotquat  erant  praeordinati  ad  vitam  aeternam.  Aft.  c.  xiii. 

-f-  N.  B.  The  opinion  that  God  acts  with  men  by  arbitrary  will,  and  by  virtue  of 
his  abfolute  fovereignty  over  his  creatures  being  once  eftablifhed ;  and  in  confe- 
quence  of  it,  the  doclrines  of  election,  reprobation,  and  an  eternal  predeftination ; 
much  of  what  has  been  laid  {"alls  to  the  ground.  Miracles  were  as  fuperfluous  as  rea- 
fon, where  ipecial  grace  was  to  operate,  and  both  infignificant,  where  it  was  not  to 
operate.  I  own  myielf  unable  to  reconcile  thefe  apparent  inconfiftencies,  and  I  leave 
that  taik  to  others. 

§  Ads  ch.  xxv'uL 
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went  into  the  fynagogue,  he  worked  no  miracles,  but  he  rca- 
foned  with  the  Jews  three  fabbath  days,  Sec. 

To  conclude  on  this  head  then,   it  is  plain  that  the  firft  pub- 
lishers of  chriftianity  did  not  reft  the  caufe  primarily,  or  folely, 
on  authority  of  any  kind.    It  is  plain  that  they  fubmitted  the 
gofpcl,  and  the  authority  of  thofe  who  publifhed  it,   to  the  ex- 
amination of  reafon,  as  any  other  fyftem  even  of  divine  philofo- 
phy  ought  to  be  fubmitted.     The  confequence  was,    that  it 
prevailed,  as  other  religions  have  done,  and  not  with  that  uni- 
verfal  aflent  which  might  have  been  expected  from  a  religion 
given  by  God  himfelf,  and  given  to  all  the  fons  of  men ;    from 
a  revelation,  their  belief  in  which  was  to  decide  their  eternal 
happinefs  or  mifery,  and  which  omnipotence  could  have  im- 
pofed  as  eafily  on  all  as  on  fome,  if  infinite  wifdom  had  fo  de- 
signed.    Right  reafon  is  always  on  the  fide  of  truth  :   it  is  truth, 
and  can  never  differ  from  itfelf.     But  right  and  wrong  reafony 
the  bona  and  mala  ratio  of  Cot t a,  being  nothing  elfe  than  the 
refult  of  a  right  and  wrong  ufe  of  our  faculties,  it  is  no  wonder 
the  imperfection  of  thefe  faculties,  and  the  prejudices  and   fe- 
ductions  to  which  we  are  expofed  being  confidered,  that  the 
wrong  takes  often  the  place  of  the  right,    and  pafles  for  it. 
Why  the  natural  order  of  things  was  preferved  thus  far  in  the 
cafe  of  a  fupernatural  difpenfation,  why  fo  many  particular 
miracles  were  wrought  ineffectually  to  the  general  avowed  de- 
sign of  this  revelation,  and  why  the  divine  authority  of  it  was 
not  manifefted  to  all  concerned  in  it,  that  is,  to  all  mankind,  as 
the  divine  authority  of  the  law  was  manifefted  to  all  concerned 
in  it,  that  is,  to  all  the  Ifraelites,  let  us  not  prefume  to  guefs. 
In  this  manner  chriftianity  was  firft  promulgated  ;  and  in  this 
manner,  therefore,  it  was  right  and  fit  that  chriftianity  fhould 
be  promulgated. 


M  m  2 
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But  now,  fince  the  prerogative  of  reafon  was  thus  eftablifh- 
ed  over  revelation  originally,  it  is  proper  we  mould  inquire 
how  far  this  prerogative  extends  now,  and  whether  it  be  leflen- 
ed,  or  increafed,  by  length  of  time.  In  order  to  this  divines 
teach,  that  we  mufl  diftinguifh  between  the  external  and  in- 
ternal evidences  of  the  truth,  and  divinity,  of  the  chriftian  re- 
velation ;  by  which  I  mean  the  teftimony  brought  to  prove  the 
fact,  that  this  revelation  was  made  by  God,  and  the  character 
of  the  doctrines  contained  in  it,  whether  worthy  or  unworthy, 
of  a  divine  original.  ,  If  they  can  eftablifh.  the  fact  fufficiently, 
the  fecond  attempt  feems  little  necefTary ;  but  it  is  for  the  ho- 
nor of  chriffcianity  to  ftand  fuch  examinations,  as  every  pretend- 
ed revelation  declines ;  and  our  divines  themfelves  exhort  us  fo  to 
examine ;  tho  it  muft  be  confefled,  that  when  the  refult  of  our 
examination  is  not  ftrictly  conformable  to  the  doctrines  they 
teach,  they  damn  us  for  examining,  according  to  that  abfurd 
prerogative  which  they  exercife  frequently  of  advancing  general 
proportions,  and  of  condemning  them  in  particular  inftances. 
Let  us  not  be  fo  abfurd.  He  who  examines  in  a  manner  to  mew, 
that  whilft  he  refufes  fubmiflion  to  the  authority  of  man,  as  if 
it  was  that  of  God,  he  is  careful  not  to  reject  the  authority  of 
God,  as  if  it  were  that  of  man,  does  much  more  fervice  to 
chriftianity  than  he  who  refolves  all  into  authority,  and  builds 
his  religion  on  his  faith,  inflead  of  building  his  faith  on  his  re- 
ligion ;  that  is,  than  he  who  aflents  to  facts  and  doctrines,  and 
a  whole  fyftem  of  religion  implicitely,  without  an  examina- 
tion of  any  part  of  it,  inftead  of  believing  things  that  he  can  nei- 
ther comprehend,  nor  examine,  on  the  foundation  of  thofe 
which  he  comprehends,  and  has  examined. 

Of  the  two  forts  of  evidence  that  have  been  mentioned,  the 
external  comes  firft  under  examination;    for  nothing  can  be 
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more  ridiculous  than  that  which  has  happened  very  often  to  phi- 
lofophers  and  learned  men,  to  examine  the  caufes  of  things, 
to  defcant  profoundly  on  their  nature,  and  after  that  to  find 
that  the  exiftence  of  thefe  things  was  doubtful,  or  the  non-ex- 
iftence  certain.  One  of  your  divines  would  urge  the  autho- 
rity of  the  church  on  this  occaflon,  as  fufficient  to  fupply  the 
want  of  any  other  proof,  and  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of  proba- 
bility, which  he  would  call  certainty.  But  he  would  urge  it 
moft  abfurdly,  fince  he  would  prove  in  a  circle  the  authority  of 
the  church  by  that  of  the  fcriptures,  and  the  authority  of  the 
fcriptures  by  that  of  the  church.  One  of  our  protcftant  divines 
who  unite  in  oppofition  to  the  authority  of  your  church,  and 
would  be  glad  to  erect  an  authority  very  like  to  it  each  in  his 
own,  would  mince  the  matter  a  little,  would  rather  infinuate 
than  aflert  fuch  an  authority,  and  rather  perfuade  than  demand 
fubmiflion  to  it.  He  would  allow,  that  in  the  full  latitude  of 
evangelical  liberty,  you  have  a  right  to  examine  the  teftimony 
in  favor  of  chriftianity.  But  he  would  attempt  at  the  fame 
time  to  ihew  you,  that  it  is  much  more  eafy,  and  full  as  fafe  to 
rely  on  the  authority  of  fb  many  pious,  judicious,  and  learned 
men  as  have  made  it  the  bufinefs  of  their  lives  to  examine  the 
teftimonies  of  this  revelation,  and  have  agreed  to  affirm  the 
validity  of  them. 

Neither  of  thefe  divines  however  would  be  fb  ridiculous,  f 
think,  as  to  deny  that  the  external  evidence  of  chriftian  reve- 
lation has  been  diminifhed  by  time.  They  would  own,  that  it 
has  been  fo  by  the  lofs  of  many  proofs,  whereof  time  and  acci- 
dents have  deprived  us.  But  I  am  apt  to  fufpecl,  that  if 
time  and  accidents  had  been  more  impartial,  and  had  convey- 
ed down  to  us  all  the  proofs  that  were  brought  for  it  and 
againft  it,  tho  proofs  would  have  been  more  abundant,  the 
evidence  would  not  have  been  greater,  and  we  mould  be  puz- 
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led  as  much  by  contradictory,  as  we  are  by  fcanty,  proofs. 
We  have  indeed  the  concurrent  teflimony  of  the  facred  writers, 
and  it  has  been  afked,  whether  we  have  not  as  much  knowledge 
of  them  as  we  have  of  feveral  prophane  writers  whofe  hiftories 
pafs  for  authentic  ?  it  has  been  faid  too  by  fome  of  thofe,  who 
corrupt  oftener  than  they  correct  the  text  of  antient  authors, 
that  it  is  by  a  multitude  of  various  readings,  and  of  critical 
emendations,  that  thefe  authors  have  been  reftored.  But 
the  comparifons  are  by  no  means  juft ;  for  a  different  proof  is 
neceflary  of  the  competency  of  authors,  and  a  different  af- 
furance  of  the  fenfe  of  their  writings,  according  to  the  different 
ufe  that  is  made  of  the  authority.  We  know  that  the  memorials 
of  men  who  had  been  captains  in  the  army  of  Alexander,  and 
eye-witneffes  of  all  that  pafled  in  his  famous  expedition,  were 
in  fome  inftances  different  and  contradictory.  We  have  reafon 
to  fufpect  the  veracity  of  Caesar  in  fome  parts  of  his  commen- 
taries; and  if  we  had  the  commentaries,  of  Labienus,  or  thofe 
of  Asinius  Pollio,  as  we  have  the  hiftory  of  Dion  Cassius, 
we  mould  have  ffill  more  reafon  to  fufpect,  or  we  fhould  find 
more  proofs,  perhaps,  of  the  errors.  We  read,  however,  the  hifto- 
ries of  Arrian,  and  even  of  Quintus  Curtius,  tho  we  do  not 
know  who  the  latter  was;  and  the  commentaries  of  Caesar,  as 
authentic  hiftories.  Such  they  are  too,  for  all  our  purpofes  ; 
and  if  paffages  which  we  deem  genuine  fhould  be  fpurious,  if 
others  mould  be  corrupted,  or  interpolated,  and  if  the  authors 
fhould  have  purpofely,  or  thro  deception,  difguifed  the  truth,  or 
advanced  untruth,  no  great  hurt  would  be  done.  But  is  this  the 
cafe  of  the  fcriptures  ?  In  them,  befldes  all  the  other  circumftan- 
ces  neceflary  to  conftitute  hiftorical  probability,  it  is  not  enough 
that  the  tenor  of  facts  and  doctrines  be  true  ;  the  leaft  error  is 
of  confequence.  There  was  a  time  when  the  eaftern  and 
weftern  churches  had  great  difputes  about  the  proceflion  of 
the  holy  ghoft ;   whether  he  proceeded  from  the  father  and 
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the  fon,  or  from  the  father  by  the  fon.     Thefe  difputes  occa- 
fioned  much  diforder,  tho  the  difference  of  a  monofyllable 
was  alone  concerned.     But  other  difputes  had  arifcn   before 
thefe,  lafted  longer,  and  devafted  almoil  all  Chriftendom  by- 
wars,  perfecutions,  and  maflacres,  tho  the  fole  difference  be- 
tween the  contending  parties  was  about  a  fingle  letter.     One 
fide  affirmed,  and  the  nicaean  council  decreed,    that  the  fon 
was  b[xo£aioc,  that  is,  confubftantial  witli  the  father,  "  habens  fi- 
"  mul  eflentiam,   id  eft,  eandem  eflentiam,"  the  arians,  moft 
of  them  at  leaft ,  would  have  acknowledged  him  to  be  ofxoicxatoi;, 
that  is,  of  iimilar  fubftance,  "  habens  fimilem  eflentiam;"  but 
the  holy  council  adhered,    and  the  arians  were  all   damned 
for  the  difference  of  an  iota.     If  the  decrees  of  councils,  there- 
fore, and  the  feveral  creeds  that  were  made  required  fo  exacl:  a 
precifion  of  words  and  letters,  and  if  the  leaft  miftake  was  of 
fuch  fatal  confequence,  what  muff,  we  think,   what  have  we 
not  reafon  to  fear  concerning  that  text  on  which  they  have  all 
pretended  to  be  founded,  and  wherein  it  is  faid,  that  there  are 
thirty  thoufand  various  readings  ?  When  we  meet  with  any  re- 
cord cited  in  hiftory,  we  accept  the  hiftorical  proof,  and  con- 
tent ourfelves  with  it,  of  how  many  copies  fbever  it  may  be 
the  copy.     But  this  proof  would  not  be  admitted  in  judicature, 
as  Mr.  Locke  *  obferves,  nor  any  thing  lefs  than  an  attefted 
copy  of  the  record.     The  application  is  obvious,  and  if  it  be 
reafonable  to  take  fuch  a  precaution  in  matters  that  concern 
private  property,  and  wherein  the  fum  of  ten  pounds  may  not 
be  at  ftake,  how  much  more  reafonable  is  it  to  neglect  no  pre- 
caution that  can  be  taken,    to  affure  ourfelves  that  we  receive 
nothing  for  the  word  of  God,  which  is  not  mfficiently  atteft- 
ed  to  be  fo.     It  may  be  faid,    it  has  been  faid  by  a  very  able 
writer,  that   "   the  ground  of  this  proceeding  in  civil  courts 
"  feems  to  be,  that  the  original  record,  or  an  attefled  copy, 
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is  capable  of  being  produced ;  and  that  therefore  to  offer 
any  diftant  proof  might  look  as  if  fome  art  were  intend- 
ed to  corrupt  matters,  and  to  difguife  the  truth."  After 
this,  he  afks,  "  is  it  in  the  nature  of  things  as  poflible  and  eafy 
"  to   produce  the   originals,    or  attefted  copies  of  the  fcrip- 

"  tures as  it  is  to  do  fo  in  matters  which  come  before  a 

"  civil  court?"    The  evafton  is  not  even  plaufible.     The  co- 
py of  a  copy  is  not  refufed  in   proof,  folely  becaufe  the  origi- 
nal or  attefted  copy  may  be   had,  for  this   is   not  always  the 
cafe,  but   becaufe   the  proof  would   be  too   diftant   whether 
they  can  be  had  or  no.     The  two  cafes  therefore  are  not  vaft- 
ly,  as  this  writer  affirms,  nor   at   all   different.      If  the   rule 
may  be  thought  reafonable  in  the  one,  it  cannot  be  thought, 
without  abfurdity,    unreafbnable   in  the   other.     However  it 
happens,  the   want  of  an  original,  or  of  an  attefted  copy,  is  a 
want  of  proof:   and  the  learned  divine  will  be  forced,  if  he 
is  pufhed   on  this  article,   to  confefs  this  want  of  proof,  or  to 
fupply  it,  which  he  is  too  wife  to   attempt,  by  mewing   that 
the  fcrip tures  we  have  are  attefted  copies  of  the  originals.      I 
might  carry  this  very  far,  if  I  would  carry  it  as  far  as  occafion 
is  given  to  carry  it.     But  I  will  only   fay,  that   it   would  be 
much  better   to  leave  objections  unanfwered,  than  to  anfwer 
them  no  better ;   and  that  I  pity  a  man  of  as  good  parts  as  Dr. 
Conybear,  who  is  obliged  to  fuch  drudgery.   The  authentici- 
ty of  the  fcriptures  has  fuffered  much  diminution  by  length  of 
time,  and  by  other  ways ;  for  which  reafon  divines  would  do  bet- 
ter, perhaps,  if  they  trufted,  more  to  grace  and  faith  to  fupply  this 
diminution,  and  lefs  to  their  own  fkill,  in  the  eftablifhment  of 
the  external  proofs  of  a  traditional  revelation ;   tho  I  know  that 
thefe  external  proofs  may  be  deemed  to  be  in  fome  fort  "  con- 
£  ditiones  fine  quibus  non." 

SEC- 


ESSAY     THE     FOURTH. 


273 


SECTION     III. 


But  the  prerogative  of  reafon  extends  farther  than  the  exa- 
mination of  witneffes,  and  other  external  teftimony.  There 
is  another  ground  of  probability  to  be  eftablifhed ;  and  if 
this  cannot  be  eftablifhed,  the  credit  of  a  revelation  will  not 
fupport  itfelf  on  the  other  alone.  This  ground  of  probability 
is  that  which  was  mentioned  at  the  fame  time  with  the  former, 
and  is  called  internal  evidence.  Divines  found  it  high,  and 
build  much  upon  it ;  but  their  proceeding  is,  to  my  appre- 
henlion,  alike  abfurd  and  licentious. 

A  divine,  who  has  a  large  flock  of  theological  prefump- 
tion,  finds  direct  and  evident  proofs  of  a  divine  infpiration  in 
the  very  ftyle  of  the  fcriptures ;  in  the  fublimity  of  fome  parts, 
and  in  the  Simplicity  of  others :  tho  the  fame  fublimity,  and 
the  fame  fimplicity  are  to  be  found  in  uncanonical  writings, 
and  even  in  thofe  of  eaftern  nations  that  are  not  chriftian. 
He  reafons  magifterially,  as  if  he  was  thoroughly  acquainted 
not  only  with  the  human,  but  with  the  divine  nature ;  as  if 
his  underftanding  bore  fo  near  a  proportion  to  the  wifdom  of 
God,  that  he  could  difcover  it  latent  in  the  deepeft  myfteries, 
or  under  the  veil  of  things  feemingly  fo  indifferent,  or  fo  com- 
mon, that  men  of  lefs  fagacity  would  not  fufpecl:  even  human 
wifdom  to  have  been  employed  about  them ;  and  finally,  as  if 
his  extended  genius  was  able  to  comprehend  a  whole  oecono- 
my  of  divine  wifdom  from  Adam  down  to  Christ,  nay  even 
to  the  confummation  of  things ;  to  connect  all  the  difpenfations, 
and  to  (hew  the  fufficient  reafon  of  providence  in  every  par- 
ticular inftance  on  the  fame  plan.  This  now  is  madnefs,  or 
fomething  worfe  than  madnefs ;  and  yet  men  are  fo  accuftomed 
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to  reafon  in  this  method,  and  on  thefe  principles,  that  not  only 
the  learned  and  ingenious,  who  have  fome  pretence  to  be  fo 
mad,  purfue  them,  but  every  dabler  in  theology,  who  has  no 
fuch  pretence,  and  muft  pafs  tor  a  fool  or  a  knave  whenever 
he  grows  extravagant,  affects  to  reafon  in  the  fame  manner 
when  he  writes,  or  when  he  preaches ;  and  talks  as  imperti- 
nently in  the  pulpit  of  the  defigns  of  God,  and  of  the  con- 
duct of  providence,  as  he  talks  of  the  political  defigns  and 
conduct  of  his  governors  in  the  coffee-houfe.  Thus  the  bible 
becomes  a  canvafs,  on  which  it  has  been  the  bufinefs  of  many 
to  dawb,  from  the  time  when  it  was  firft  fpread  before  them. 
If  it  was  agreed,  that  fome  out-lines  may  have  been  traced  by 
the  original  painter :  yet  would  it  be  manifeft,  that  feveral 
particular  figures,  and  the  compofition  of  the  whole  fyftem  is 
the  work  of  bungling  human  pencils. 

From  a  motley  fyftem  thus  framed,  the  pretended  internal 
evidences  of  divine  revelation  are  drawn,  and  they  are  often 
drawn  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  who  might  yield  to  external 
proofs  is  mocked  at  thefe,  inftead  of  being  confirmed  by  them. 
How  mould  it  be  otherwife,  when  thefe  proofs  are  not  brought 
even  as  they  are  found  in  this  motley  fyftem,  and  when  they 
take  the  appearance,  for  they  have  often  no  more,  of  proofs, 
not  from  the  plain  text  and  tenor  of  the  fcriptures,  but  from 
the  amplifications  and  conjectures  of  divines  ?  Thefe  amplifi- 
cations and  conjectures  take  away  the  force  of  the  proof,  flich 
as  it  is,  by  fhewing  too  vifibly  that  they  are  amplifications 
and  conjectures ;  for  it  is  not  lawful  to  proceed  in  cafes  where 
divine,  as  in  thofe  where  human  knowledge,  wifdom,  and  au- 
thority are  alone  concerned.  In  thefe,  our  endeavours  to  im- 
prove what  we  find  are  not  only  lawful,  but  laudable ;  and 
it  is  no  more  reafonable  that  the  authority  of  thofe  men,  who 
have  gone  before  us,  mould  fix  the  bounds  of  our  inquiries, 

than 
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than  it  is  that  our  authority  fhould  fix  thofe  of  the  men,  who 
are  to  come  after  us.  Human  fcience  would  have  been  long 
ago  at  a  ftand,  if  a  contrary  practice  had  prevailed  univerfally, 
as  we  fee  it  is,  and  has  long  been,  in  thofe  particular  countries 
where  the  contrary  practice  has  fo  prevailed.  But  what  is 
commendable  in  one  cafe,  is  blameable  in  the  other.  We  have 
no  more  right  to  add  to  the  word  of  God,  than  we  have  to  alter 
it :  and  the  lame  revelation  which  gives  us  divine  knowledge, 
in  what  proportion  foever  it  be  given,  and  how  little  foever  it 
may  fatisfy  our  curiofity,  and  our  imaginary  want,  confines  it 
likewife.  The  human  mafter  may  tell  us  all  he  knows,  and 
we  may  carry  knowledge  much  farther  on  his  inftructions, 
and  on  our  own  ftrength.  But  the  divine  mafter  tells  us  no 
more  than  he  judges  it  fit  we  fhould  know,  and  every  ftep  we 
attempt  to  make  beyond  his  exprefs  revelation,  and  on  our 
own  ftrength,  is  a  ftep  we  make  in  the  dark,  expofed  to  err, 
and  fure  not  to  know. 

Tho  I  think  that  the  internal  evidences  of  a.  divine  reve- 
lation neither  are,  nor  can  be,  fuch  pofitive  proofs  as  they  are 
pretended  to  be ;  yet  am  I  fully  perfuaded  that  reafon  ought 
to  examine  the  inward  character  of  a  revelation,  as  well  as  the 
outward  teftimony.  Negative  proof  will  fupply  the  want  of 
pofitive  proof:  and  thus  a  fure  and  a  real  criterion  will  be  found, 
inftead  of  one  that  is  equivocal  at  beft,  and  imaginary.  I  will 
not  perplex  the  argument  by  confidering  how  far  a  conformity 
to  the  general  experience  of  mankind  is  to  be  exacted  in  an 
hiftory  that  relates  principally  to  fupernatural  events;  but  I 
may  iniift  that  there  is  another  conformity,  a  conformity  to  all 
we  know  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  of  the  law  of  our  nature, 
fo  very  effential  to  a  revelation  that  pretends  to  come  from 
God,  that  if  any  one  thing  repugnant  to  this  knowledge  be 
found  in  any  hiftory,  or  fyftem  of  doctrine,  they  ought  to  be 
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rejected,  whatever  proofs  external  or  internal  they  may  boaft  of 
a  divine  original.  Tho  we  hold  no  very  exalted  rank  among 
the  intellectual  creatures  of  God,  yet  has  he  been  pleafed  to 
give  us  faculties  by  which  we  are  able,  in  uling  them  well,  to 
demonftrate  all  that  he  has  judged  necefiary  for  us  to  know  in 
our  natural  ftate,  and  without  fupernatural  afliftance,  concern- 
ing his  existence,  his  nature  and  attributes,  his  providence  over 
his  creatures,  and  their  duties  to  him  and  to  one  another.  We 
ought  to  acknowledge,  with  the  utmoft  gratitude,  the  advan- 
tage of  fuch  a  rank  in  the  order  of  beings  :  and  fhall  we  dare  to 
affume  for  true  any  facts,  or  any  doctrines  that  are  evidendy  in- 
confiftent  with  this  knowledge,  however  even  good  men  may 
endeavour  to  reconcile  in  opinion,  by  frivolous  difcourfe,  things 
that  are  irreconcileable  in  nature,  or  whatever  authority  be 
employed  to  impofe  them  ?  God  forbid  that  we  mould.  Right 
reafon  will  never  advife  us  to  do  fo,  and  if  any  pretended  re- 
velation required  that  we  mould,  it  would  prove  itfelf  to  be 
falfe,  for  that  very  reafon. 

Natural  revelation,  fb  I  will  call  it,  produces  knowledge,  a 
feries  of  fenfitive  and  intuitive  knowledge  from  the  firft  principles 
to  the  laft  conclufions.  The  fyftem  of  things  that  are,  that  is, 
the  phaenomena  of  nature,  are  the  firft  principles ;  and  reafon, 
that  is,  a  real  divine  illumination,  leads  us   from  one  neceflary 
truth  to  another  thro  the  whole  courfe  of  thefe  demonftrations. 
In  all  thefe  cafes  we  know  ;  we  do  not  believe.     But  in  the  cafe 
of  fupernatural  revelation,   when  it  is  traditional,  we  can  have 
nothing  more  than  opinion,  fupported  by  human  authority,  and 
by  decreasing  probability  afterwards.  The  divine  authority  grows 
lefs  and  lefs  apparent,  whilft  the  obligation  of  fubmiflion  to  it  is 
reputed  dill  the  fame.    But  the  certainty  of  natural  revelation 
fuffers  no  diminution.  It  is  always  original,  and  equally  capable 
of  forcing  our  aflent  in  all  times  and  places,  becaufe  the  princi- 
ples. 
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pies  by  which  it  is  manifefted  are  equally  objects  of  human 
fenfe  and  intellect,  in  all  times  and  places.  The  miflionary  of 
fupernatural  religion  appeals  to  the  teftimony  of  men  he  never 
knew,  and  of  whom  the  infidel  he  labors  to  convert  never 
heard,  for  the  truth  of  thofe  extraordinary  events  which  prove 
the  revelation  he  preaches :  and  it  is  faid  that  this  objection  was 
made  at  firft  to  Austin  the  monk  by  Ethelred  the  faxon 
king.  But  the  miflionary  of  natural  religion  can  appeal  at 
all  times,  and  every  where,  to  prefent  and  immediate  evidence, 
to  the  teftimony  of  fenfe  and  intellecl:,  for  the  truth  of  thofe 
miracles  which  he  brings  in  proof:  the  conftitution  of  the 
mundane  fyftem  being  in  a  very  proper  fenfe  an  aggregate  of 
miracles. 


Upon  the  whole,  let  us  fuppofe  the  hiftorical  and  traditional 
authority,  urged  in  proof  of  a  revelation,  to  be  carried  as  high: 
as  the  nature  of  things  will  admit,  on  a  concurrence  of  all  the 
conditions  neceflary  to  eftablifh  fuch  a  probability  as  ought  to 
ftand  in  lieu  of  certainty,  in  every  other  cafe,  and  as  may  induce 
us,  in  this  cafe,  to  believe  even  in  inftances  that  are  not  at  all 
conformable  to  general  experience ;  yet  muft  we  not  receive 
it   for  true  till  we  are  fure,  on  the  moft  careful  examination, 
and  analyfis,  that  it  contains  nothing  unworthy  of  the  maje- 
fty  of  the  Supreme  Being,  nothing  inconfiftent  with  the  de- 
monftrated  truths  of  natural  religion.     Prophane  hiftory  may 
contain  fuch  things  as  are  not  conformable  to  general  experience, 
and  be  neverthelefs  credible  in  all  other  refpects.     But  facred 
hiftory,  the  hiftory  of  a  divine  revelation,  that  contains  any 
one  thing  unworthy  of  the  Supreme  Being,  or  repugnant  to 
the   religion  of  nature,  and  to  the  moft  evident   dictates  of 
reafon,  ought  to  be  rejected  with  indignation,  and  will  be  fo 
by  every  man  who  is  afraid  to  blafpheme.     There  are  many 
occafions  on  which  we  cannot  difcover  the  whole  truth,  and 
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on  which,  however,  we  are  very  able  to  difcern  what  implies 
contradiction  with  fome  felf-evident,  or  demonflrated  truth. 
This  may  be  one  of  thofe,  and  on  this  we  mall  be  fure  not  to 
err,  if  we  perfuade  ourfelves  that  the  fame  God  who  gave  us 
reafon  to  arrive  at  certainty  in  fome  cafes,  and  at  probability 
in  various  degrees  in  others,  never  defigned  that  we  mould  op- 
pofe  probability,  in  any  cafe,  to  certainty,  nor  believe  againft 
knowledge.  Dr.  Barrow,  in  a  difcourfe  concerning  the  vir- 
tue and  reafbnablenefs  of  faith,  after  begging  the  queftion  long, 
and  talking  in  a  theological  cant  more  worthy  of  Paul  than  of 
a  man  like  him,  as  he  was  bound  by  his  profeflion  to  do,  talks 
like  a  philofopher,  and  a  man  of  firperior  fenfe.  He  fays,  that 
41  if  we  ferioufly  weigh  the  cafe,  wefhall  find  that  to  require 
"  faith  without  reafon  is  to  demand  an  impoflibility ;  and  that 
"  God  therefore  neither  doth,  nor  can  enjoin  us  faith  without 
"  reafon."  Now  I  afk,  if  we  are  not  obliged  to  believe  with- 
out reafon,  can  we  be  obliged  to  believe  againft  it  ?  He  fays, 
"  that  no  man  can  believe  he  knoweth  not  what  nor  why;" 
and  therefore  that  he  who  "  truly  believeth  muft  apprehend 
"  the  proposition,  and  muft  difcern  its  connection  with  fome 
"  principle  of  truth,  which,  as  more  notorious  to  him,  he  be- 
"  fore  doth  admit."  Now  let  me  afk  again,  can  any  man 
be  faid  to  apprehend  a  propofition  which  contains  a  myftery, 
that  is,  fomething  unintelligible;  or  any  thing  more  than  the 
found  of  the  words  ?  Will  not  the  argument  againft  believing 
become  ftill  ftronger,  if  a  propofition  is  repugnant  to  any  prin- 
ciples of  truth,  which  we  have  before  admitted  on  evident  de- 
monftration?  I  am  proud  to  have  doctor  Barrow  on  my  fide, 
and  will  therefore  conclude,  as  he  does,  that  the  man,  who 
pretends  to  believe  otherwife,  "  doth  only  pretend  to  believe 
"  out  of  fome  defign,  or  from  affection  to  fome  party;  his 
"  faith  is  not  fo  much  really  faith  as  hypocrify,  craft,  fondnefs, 
w  or  faction." 

This 
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This  being  premifed,  let  us  own  that  when  a  revelation 
has  pafled  fuccefsfully  thro  thefe  trials,  when  it  has  all  the  au- 
thenticity of  human  teftimony,  when  it  appears  connftcnt  in 
all  it's  parts,  and  when  it  contains  nothing  inconfiftent  with 
any  real  knowledge  which  we  have  of  the  fupreme  all-perfe6r. 
Being,  and  of  natural  religion,  fuch  a  revelation  is  to  be  re- 
ceived with  the  mod  profound  reverence,  the  moft  intire  fub- 
miffion,  and  the  moft  unfeigned  thankfgiving.  Reafon  has 
exercifed  her  whole  prerogative  then,  and  delivers  us  over  to 
faith.  To  believe  before  all  thefe  trials,  or  to  doubt  after  them, 
is  alike  unreafonable ;  for  nothing  can  be  more  abfurd  and 
contemptible,  than  what  St.  Austin  fomewhere  or  other,  for 
in  his  works  I  have  read  it,  advances  about  believing  nrft,  in 
hopes  of  underftanding  afterwards  ;  which  is  a  propofition 
much  like  that  which  Calvin  *,  as  abfurd  and  as  dogmatical 
a  father  as  Austin,  maintains,  when  he  makes  the  authority 
of  the  fcriptures  to  depend  on  the  inward  teftimony  of  the  fpi- 
rit  alone,  and  then  mentions  the  proofs  proper  to  eftabliih  the 
authenticity  and  divinity  of  thefe  books,  as  props,  "  admi- 
"  nicula,"  that  may  help  to  fupport  the  faith  they  could  not 
have  raifed. 


SECTION     IV. 


If  fuch  abfurdities  as  thefe  have  induced  fbme  to  ridicule  all 
religions  that  affume  themfelves  founded  on  divine  revelation, 
there  are  thofe  who  take  occafion  from  the  effects  of  them  to 
form  objections  of  a  graver  kind,  and  of  greater  confequence. 
Thefe  men  would  have  it  believed,  that  all  fuch  religions  are 
incompatible  with  civil  fovereignty  ;  becaufe  they  introduce  a 

*  Vid.  Calvin's  Inft.  1.  1.  c.  8. 
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private  confcience  that  may  be,  and  often  is,  contrary  to  the 
public  confcience  of  the  ftate  ;  and  not  only  fet  up  private  judg- 
ment in  oppofition  to  that  of  the  legislature,  but  inforce  the 
dictates  of  it  by  a  greater  authority,  even  by  that  of  God  him- 
felf.  The  Jews  were  unfociable  members  of  the  great  com- 
monwealth of  mankind  :  and  the  fame  private  confcience 
which  determined  them  to  the  exercife  of  every  kind  of  cruelty 
on  other  nations  and  other  religions,  made  them  rebels  to  go- 
vernment, even  to  their  own,  upon  fome  occafions,  and  fre- 
quently perfecutors  and  aflaflins  of  one  another.  They 
thought  themfelves  authorifed  by  their  religion  to  commit  fucn 
barbarities  as  even  they,  perhaps,  if  they  had  had  no  religion 
would  not  have  committed ;  and  zeal  for  it,  that  is,  private 
confcience,  infpired  a  fanguinary  rage  that  might  be  called, 
very  juftly,  religious  madnefs.  To  fubdue  thofe,  and  reduce 
them  to  a  ftate  of  fervitude  who  do  not  receive  the  coran,  is  a 
firft  principle  that  made  innumerable  countries  the  fcenes  of 
{laughter  and  mifery.  Mahomet,  who  taught  it,  pra&ifed 
it ;  and  his  fucceffors  have  exercifed  the  fame  violence,  as  far 
as  they  have  been  able  to  carry  their  arms.  But  this  violence  is 
not  confined  to  thofe  whom  they  call  infidels,  for  the  fedts  of 
Omar  and  Aly  deteft  each  other  as  much  as  they  both  do 
chriftianity  :  and  the  doctors  of  Mecca  gave  as  good  a  bull  to 
Miriweis  to  fatisfy  private  confciences  in  taking  arms  againft  the 
fophy,  as  any  pope  ever  gave  to  juftify  rebellion,  and  the  depo- 
fition  of  a  lawful  prince  *. 

But  to  leave  judaifm  and  mahometifm,  and  to  fpeak  of 
the  chriftian  religion,  againft  which  the  objection  is  particularly 
directed,  and  which  I  mean  particularly  to  defend ;    it  muft 

*  N.  B.  A  manufcript  in  the  king  of  France's  library  writ  at  the  time,  and  on 
the  fpot,  gives  an  account  of  a  journey  which  Miriweis  made  to  Mecca  for  this 
purpofe,  before  he  invaded  Perfia  and  dethroned  the  fophy. 
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be  confefTed,  that  from  the  time  it  made  any  figure  in  the 
world,  it  appeared  divided  into  feels  that  even  heathen  perfe- 
cution  could  not  unite :  and  that  from  the  time  it  became  an 
eftablifhed  religion,  it  deluged  the  world  with  blood,  at  the 
fuggeftion,  as  well  as  under  the  pretence,  of  private  confeience. 
Whatever  fed:  prevailed,  by  ecclefiaftical  cabals,  or  by  court 
intrigues,  out  of  which  the  ladies  *  were  not  always  exclud- 
ed, that  feci  diclated  one  public  confeience  in  the  religion  of 
the  Mate.  Another  feci  that  prevailed  at  another  time,  or  in 
another  place,  by  much  the  fame  means,  diclated  another ; 
and  of  this  we  need  no  other  proof  than  the  feveral  revolutions 
from  athanafianifm  to  arianifm,  and  from  arianifm  to  athana- 
fianifm.  One  alone  could  prevail  at  once,  and  as  there  were 
many,  there  was  always  a  refiftance  of  private  to  public  con- 
feience more  or  lefs  open,  and  which  broke  out  in  mutiny  or 
rebellion  on  one  fide,  and  in  maffacres  and  perfecutions  on  the 
other,  very  frequently.  How  it  happened,  I  know  not.  Let 
divines  tell  that,  or  rather  let  us  forbear  to  pry  over  curioufly 
into  the  fecret  difpofitions  of  providence.  But  fo  it  has  hap- 
pened, that  the  chriflian  religion  has  been  attended  by  the 
fame  courfe  of  accidents  as  are  common  with  it  to  every  infti- 
tution  purely  human.  The  beft  of  thefe  anfwer  their  end  in 
part  only  from  the  firfl,  and  whilft  the  impreflion  of  the  force, 
that  fet  them  a  going,  lafts ;  and  never  fail  to  Slacken  after- 
wards, or  to  take  new  impreflions  from  contingent  events,  by 
which  they  degenerate,  and  become  infenfibly  new  inftitutions 
under  old  names.  A  man  who  denies  this,  or  who  does  not 
confefs  like  Charron  f,  that  "  after  all,  nothing  mews  more 
"  than  religion  the  weaknefs  of  humanity,"  is  too  ignorant, 
or  too  disingenuous  to  deferve  an  anfwer.     But  as  government 

*  If  Irene  had  a  determining  influence  over  the  fathers  of  the  fecond  nicaean 
council,  there  is  room  to  think  that  another  theological  princefs  took  part  with 
Eusebius  of  Nicomedia  in  the  firft.  f  De  la  Sagefle. 
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is  not  to  be  bammed  out  of  fociety,  and  anarchy  to  be  intro- 
duced ;  becaufe  government,  inftead  of  fecuring  the  peace, 
and  procuring  the  happinefs  of  ftates,  is  often  the  caufe  of  all 
their  diforders,  and  of  their  final  fubverfion :  fo  neither  is  re- 
ligion to  be  banifhed  out  of  government,  becaufe,  inftead  of 
ftrengthening  and  fupporting,  it  ferves  often  to  weaken  and 
to  diflblve  thofe  that  are  the  moft  firmly  eftablifhed. 

What  is  here  faid  of  religion  in  general,  is  eminently  true  of 
chriftianity  in  particular.  Tho  this  religion  was  born,  if  I  may 
fay  fo,  in  a  defert,  and  educated  by  a  feci:  of  the  moft  obfcure 
people  in  the  roman  empire,  and  tho  it  feemed  calculated  in  ma- 
ny inftances  to  be  rather  the  inftitution  of  an  order  of  reformers, 
than  of  a  national  governing  religion ;  yet  no  religion  ever  ap- 
peared in  the  world,  whofe  natural  tendency  was  fo  much  di- 
rected to  promote  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  mankind.  If  it 
has  had  a  contrary  effecl:,  it  has  had  it  apparently,  not  really. 
Theology  is  in  fault,  not  religion.  Theology  is  a  fcience  that 
may  be  compared  juftly  to  the  box  of  pandora.  Many  good 
things  lie  uppermoft  in  it.  But  many  evil  lie  under  them,  and 
fcatter  plagues  and  delblation  thro  the  world.  If  we  cannot 
fhut  the  box,  it  is  of  ufe,  however,  to  know  that  the  box  is  open ; 
and  to  be  convinced  the  more  of  this  truth,  let  us  make  a  gene- 
ral analyfe  of  chriftianity,  and  then  obferve,  as  generally,  the  rife,, 
progrefs,  and  effects  of  theology. 


SECTION     V. 

In  the  firft  place  then,  chriftianity  is  founded  on  the  univer- 
fal  law  of  nature.  I  will  not  fay  that  chriftianity  is  a  republi- 
cation of  it.  But  I  will  fay  that  the  gofpel  teaches  the  great 
and  fundamental  principle  of  this  law,  univerfal  benevolence ; 
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recommends  the  precepts  of  it,  and  commands  the  obfervation 
of  them  in  particular  inftances  occafionally,  always  fuppofes 
them,  always  enforces  them,  and  makes  the  law  of  right  rca- 
fon  a  law  in  every  pofTible  definition  of  the  word  beyond  all  ca- 
vil. I  fay  beyond  all  cavil,  becaufe  a  great  deal  of  filly  cavil 
has  been  employed  to  perplex  the  plainer!:  thing  in  nature,  and 
the  beft  determined  nullification  of  words  according  to  the  dif- 
ferent occafions  on  which  they  are  ufed. 

I  shall  attempt  perhaps,  at  fome  other  time,  to  expo/e 
more  fully  the  folemn  trifling  that  has  been  employed,  on  this 
fubjedt,  if  what  will  be  here  faid  mould  not  be  thought  fuffi- 
cient,  as  I  believe  it  ought  to  be. 

Without  entering  therefore  into  metaphyfical  and   logi- 
cal refinements,  concerning  fitnefTes  and  unfitnenes,  refulting 
from  the  fuppofed  eternal  relations  of  things,  which  determine, 
according  to  fome  writers,  the  will  of  God  himfelf ;  without 
amufing  ourfelves  to  diftinguifh  between  natural  differences 
that  arife  in  this  manner,  and  moral  differences  that  are  faid  to 
arife  from  will  alone,  let  us  obferve,  that  not  only  felf-preferva- 
tion,   but  a  defire  to  be  happy,  are  the  immediate  or  improved 
effects  of  a  natural  inftinct,  the  firft  in  the  whole  animal  kind, 
the  laft  in  the  human  fpecies  at  leaft.     As  foon  as  men's  ap- 
petites and  pafnons  are  awake,  they  are  determined  by  thele 
to  indulge  every  agreeable,    and  to  abhor  every  difagreeable 
ienfation  ;   for  pleafiire  which  is  temporary,  and  therefore  not 
real  happinefs,   panes  for  it,  and  is  alone  the  object  of  appetite 
and  pallion.      But  as  foon  as  their  reafbn  is  formed,  they  dis- 
cover the  momentous  difference  between  pleafure  and  happi- 
nefs.    Experience  and  reflection  bring  them  acquainted  with 
the  fyftem  in  which  they  are  placed,  and  with  the  eflential,   I 
do  not  fay  eternal  differences  of  things  according  to  the  con- 

O  o  2  ftitution 
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ftitution  of  it,  by  which  fome  tend  to  their  pleafure,  fome  to 
their  happinefs,  fome  to  both,  and  fome  to  neither ;  or  to  the 
very  contrary,    to  pain  and  mifery.      By  thefe  confequences 
they  diftinguifh  natures,  and  on  thefe  effential  differences  rea- 
fon  eftablifhes  the  principles  neceflary  to  promote  and  fecure 
the  human  happinefs  of  every  individual  in  the  happinefs  of 
fociety.     Thefe  principles  are  called,  very  properly,  the  laws 
of  nature ;  becaufe,  altho  it  be  true  that  the  Supreme  Being 
willed  into  exiftence  this  fyftem,  as  he  did  every  other,  and 
by  confequence  all  the  relations  of  things  contained  in  it,  yet 
it  is  not  this  will  that  impofes  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  and  among 
men  who  have  no  knowledge,  perhaps,  of  their  creator  ;  it  is  in 
truth  the  conftitution  of  the  fyftem  alone  that  impofes  thefe 
laws  on  mankind  originally,  whatever  power  made  the  fyftem, 
or  fuppofing  it  to  have  been  never  made  ;  and  when  they  are 
thus  impofed,  they  determine  the  will  of  our  fpecies  as  effectu- 
ally,   and  oblige  as  ftrongly,    as  the  moft  powerful  principle 
of  human  nature  can  determine  and  oblige  human  creatures. 

I  no  not  lay  that  they  have  their  effecT:  abfblutely,  nor  con- 
ftantly.     Appetite,  pailion,  and  the  force  of  immediate  objects 
are  often  too  hard  for  reafon,  even  among  thofe  who  hearken  the 
moft  to  her  voice :    and  no  wonder  they  mould  be  fo,  fince 
they  are  too  hard  for  revelation.     If  the  law  of  nature,  col- 
lected by  human  reafon  from  the  eflential  differences  of  things, 
cannot   procure  a   perfect,  obedience  from  thofe  who  profefs 
themfelves  fubjecl:  to  it,    without  the  afliftance  of  civil  lawsy 
and  political  inftitutions,  nor  even  with  this  afliftance ;   fo  may 
we  fee  even  in  every  chriftian  country,  that  the  will  of  God, 
declared  in  his,  works,  and  in  his  word,  cannot  determine  the 
rebellious  will  of  man  to  conform  to  it  in  any  near  degree, 
even  where  it  is  inforced  by  the  terrors  of  prefent,  as  well  as 
future  punifhmentSj    that  are  held  out  to  the  tranfgreffors  of 
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it.  If  we  confider  effects,  the  law  of  nature  is  as  much  a 
law  as  the  law  of  the  gofpel,  and  creates  as  really  an  obliga- 
tion in  choice  to  prefer  good  to  evil.  If  we  confider  original 
inftitution  and  authority,  it  will  not  indeed  correfpond  in  the 
mind  of  a  ftratonic  philofopher  with  his  notion  of  an  human 
lawimpofed  by  will,  but  he  will  be  under  no  ncceility  of  apply- 
ing that  notion  to  it.  He  may  think,  and  call  it  a  law  impofed 
on  him  by  the  operations  of  a  fuperior,  tho  unintelligent 
power,  the  courfe  of  which  he  cannot  alter,  and  muft  there- 
fore conform  himfelf  to  it  in  order  to  be  happy  ;  and  fome- 
thing  of  this  kind  even  Grotius  *  was  forced  to  allow,  a  lit- 
tle unwillingly,  when  he  faid  ■■  "  et  haec  quidem 

"  locum  aliquem  haberent   etiamfi   daremus non  efle 

"  Deum."  The  morality  of  a6fions  does  not,  I  think,  con- 
fift  in  this,  that  they  are  prefcribed  by  will,  even  the  will  of 
God ;  but  in  this,  that  they  are  the  means,  however  impofed 
the  practice  of  them  may  be,  of  acquiring  happinefs  agreeable 
to  our  nature.  Morality  regards  manners,  and  the  conduct  of 
human  life,  and  therefore  I  fee  as  little  reafon  to  deny  that 
atheifts  may  have  knowledge  of  the  morality  of  actions,  as  I 
do  to  deny  that  the  practice  of  this  morality  is  enjoined  by  a 
law  in  the  fenfe  of  obliging  and  binding ;  for  if  it  mould  be 
faid,  that  it  cannot  pafs  for  a  law  in  this  fenfe,  becaufe  every 
man's  own  reafon  impofes  it  on  him,  and  he  cannot  be  at  once 
the  obliger  and  the  obliged,  the  binder  and  the  bound,  I 
mould  think  the  fophifm  fcarce  worthy  of  an  anfwer  ;  or  mould 
content  myfelf  to  inform  the  fophifter,  that  there  may  be 
obligation  without  a  law  by  will,  and  a  law  by  will  without 
obligation,  and  then  leave  him  to  ponder  on  the  matter. 

But  now,    tho  the  law  of  nature  be  a  law  in  a  ftrict  and 
proper  fenfe,  and  as  really  promulgated  by  God  in  his  works  as 

*  Dejure  belli  etpacis.     proleg.  2. 

k 
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it  would  have  been  in  his  word  if  he  had  fpoke  to  his  creatures, 
how  much  wrangling  foever  may  be  made  by  men  who  frame 
and  change  definitions  juft  as  their  different  purpofes  require ; 
yet  is  this  law  more  completely,  and  more  effectually  fuch  to 
a  theift  than  to  an  atheift,  and  Mr.  Bayle's  famous  paradox 
can  never  be  received  for  truth  by  common  fenfe,  nor  by  good 
policy.  The  fame  ufe  of  fenfe  and  reafon  mews  to  both  the 
confkitution  of  nature,  the  effential  differences  of  things,  and 
the  obligations  that  have  the  force  of  laws  derived  from  thence. 
But  the  former  rifes  from  a  knowledge  of  the  phaenomena  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  God  of  nature,  and  in  the  law  he  difcovers 
the  lawgiver.  The  atheift  fees  it  is  his  intereft,  the  theift  fees 
it  is  his  duty,  to  obferve  this  law,  and  he  adores  the  divine 
wifdom  and  goodnefs  that  have  blended  together  lb  marvel- 
lously, and  fo  gracioufly,  his  greateft  intereft  and  his  greateft 
duty.  Every  kind  of  knowledge,  whereof  our  nature  is  capa- 
ble, combines  to  fhew  the  theift,  that  God  fpeaks  to  man  in 
his  works,  and  lignifi.es  his  will  by  them.  He  can  neither  be 
in  doubt  whether  it  is  God  who  fpeaks,  nor  be  at  a  lofs  to 
underftand  the  divine  language.  An  atheift  who  has  much 
imagination,  much  elevation  of  mind,  and  a  great  warmth  of 
inward  fentiment,  may,  perhaps,  contemplate  the  differences  of 
things  in  abftract  consideration,  and  contraft  the  beauty  of 
virtue  and  the  deformity  of  vice  till  he  falls  in  love,  if  I  may 
ufe  the  expreffion  after  Tully,  with  the  former,  and  grows  to 
abhor  every  appearance  of  the  latter.  He  may  create,  in 
this  manner,  in  himfelf,  as  it  were,  an  artificial  moral  fenfe  ;  for 
to  affume  any  fuch  natural  inftincl:  is  as  abfurd  as  to  aflume 
innate  ideas,  or  any  other  of  the  platonic  whimfies.  But  how 
much  more  lively  muft  this  fenfe  be  in  the  theift,  who  knows 
not  only  that  virtue  is  the  perfection  of  his  nature,  but  that  he 
conforms  himfelf  by  the  practice  of  it  to  the  defigns  of  infinite 
wifdom,   and  co-operates  in  fome  fort  with  the  Almighty  ? 

As 
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As  a  knowledge  of  the  eflential  differences  of  things  may 
lead  men  who  know  not  God,  to  a  knowledge  of  the  morality 
of  actions,  fo  do  thefe  eflential  differences  ferve  as  fo  many- 
clues  by  which  the  theift  may  guide  himfelf  thro  all  the  intri- 
cacies of  error  and  of  difputation,  to  a  knowledge  of  the  will 
of  God.  Since  infinite  wifdom,  that  muft  always  proportion 
means  to  ends,  has  made  happinefs  the  end  or  inftinctive  ob- 
ject of  all  his  human  creatures ;  and  has  fo  constituted  them, 
and  the  fyftem  in  which  he  has  placed  them,  that  they  can  nei- 
ther attain  to  this  happinefs,  nor  be  fecure  in  the  pofleilion  of 
it  by  any  other  means  than  the  practice  of  morality,  or  the  fo- 
cial  virtues  ;  it  is  demonftrated,  that  God  wills  we  mould  purfue 
thefe  means  to  arrive  at  this  end.  We  know  more  certainly 
the  will  of  God  in  this  way,  than  we  can  know  it  in  any  other. 
We  may  take  the  word  of  man  for  the  word  of  God,  and  in 
fact  this  has  been,  and  is  ftill  the  cafe  of  many.  But  we  can 
never  miftake  the  works  of  God  for  the  works  of  men,  and 
may  be  therefore  affured  that  a  revelation,  evidently  manifefted 
in  them,  is  a  divine  revelation.  But  tho  natural  religion  is  an 
object  of  knowledge,  and  all  other  religions,  even  that  of  the 
gofpel,  can  reft  on  nothing  more  than  probability,  yet  may 
that  probability  be  fuch  as  will  and  ought  to  force  our  aflent. 
He  therefore  who  thinks  that  the  chriftian  religion  is  founded 
on  fuch  a  probability,  may  affirm  that  the  gofpel,  tho  he  does 
not  think  it,  in  propriety  of  fpeech,  a  republication,  is  a  con- 
firmation of  the  law  of  nature,  and  renders  this  a  law  beyond 
all  cavil  about  the  term. 

Sanctions  of  this  law  are  implied  in  the  theiftical  fyftem; 
becaufe  it  aflumes,  and  to  be  fure  very  juftly,  that  the  general 
happinefs,  or  mifery,  of  mankind  depends  on  the  obfervation 
of  this  law,  and  that  the  degrees  of  one  and  the  other  bear  al- 
ways 
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ways  a  proportion  to  the  exercife,  and  to  the  negled  of  public, 
and  private  virtue,   in  every  community.     But  thefe  motives 
are  fuch  as  particular  men  will  be  apt  to  think  do  not  imme- 
diately,  nor  dire&ly  concern  them,  becaufe  they  are  apt  to 
confider  themfelves  as   individuals,    rather   than  as  members 
of   fociety,    and    to   catch  at  pleafure  without  any  regard  to 
happinefs.     To  give  an  additional  ftrength,  therefore,  to  thefe 
motives,  that  are  determining  in  their  own  nature,  but  not  fo 
according  to  the  imperfection  of  ours ;  decifive  to  our  reafon, 
but  not  fo  to  our  appetites  and  paffions,  the  antient  theifts  and 
polytheifts,  philofophers  or  legiflators,  invented  another ;  that, 
I  mean,  of  future  rewards  and  punifhments  reprefented  under 
various  forms,  but  always  directed  to  the  fame  purpofe.     This 
motive  every  man  who  believes  it  may,  and  muft,  apply  to 
himfelf,  and  hope  the  reward,  and  fear  the  punifhment  for 
his  fecret  as  well  as  public  adions,  nay  for  his  thoughts  as  well 
as  his  aclions.     What  effed  this  motive  had  in  remote  antiquity 
we  cannot  fay,  but  it  had  loft  it's  force  long  before  the  inftitu- 
tion  of  chriftianity .     The  fear  of  hell  particularly  was  ridiculed 
by  fome  of  the  greateft  moralifts;  and  to  fhew  how  little  it 
was  kept  up  in  the  minds  of  the  vulgar,  we  may  oblerve  that 
Tully  *  treated  it  in  fome  of  his  public  pleadings  as  he  would 
have  avoided  fcrupuloufly  to  do,   whatever  he  thought  of  it 
himfelf,  if  this  fear  had  been  at  that  time  prevalent  even  among 
the  vulgar. 

:    * quid  tandem  Mi  mali  mors  attulit  ?  nifi  forte  ineptiis  et  fabulis  duci- 

mur,  ut  exiftimemus  apud  inferos  impiorum  fupplicia  perferre  — — -  aftum  effe 
praecipitem  in  fceleratorum  fedem  atque  regionem.  Quae  f ifalfa  font  id  quod 
omnes  intelligunt-,  quid  ei  tandem  aliud  mors  eripuit,  praeter  fenfum  dolons  ?  pro 

Clu emtio.- Ut  aliqua  in  vita  formido  improbis  effet  pofita,  apud  inferos 

eiufmodi  quaedam  illi  antiqui  fupplicia  impiis  conftituta  effe  voluerunt :  quod  vide- 
licet intelligebant,  his  remotis,  non  effe  mortem  ipfam  pertimefcendam.  Orat.  4-  w 
Catilin. 

Tho 
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Tho  future  rewards  and  punishments  are  not  original  nor 
direct  fanctions  of  the  law  of  nature,  becaufe  not  coeval  with 
it,  yet  they  became  fuch  when  the  chriftian  revelation  was 
made.  They  are  original  fanctions  of  chuiftianity,  and  chrifti- 
anity  which  includes,  was  defigned  to  enforce,  the  law  of  na- 
ture. We  may,  therefore,  be  allowed  to  wonder,  and  to  feek 
the  reafon,  why  the  law  of  nature,  thus  enforced,  has  lerved  fo 
little  to  correct  the  manners  of  men,  and  to  promote  the  peace 
and  happinefs  of  the  world  ?  Why  chriftianity  has  ferved,  on 
the  contrary,  to  determine  men  to  violate  the  very  law  it  con- 
firms, and  has  opened  a  new  fource  of  mifchief  wherever  it 
has  prevailed  ?  I  faid  above,  that  theology  is  in  fault,  not 
religion.  We  mall  fee  this  verified  in  every  part  of  the  analyfe 
we  make  of  chriftianity.  A  few  reflections  will  mew  it  to  be 
fo  in  this  part,  where  we  confider  the  gofpel  as  a  fyftem  of  na- 
tural religion. 


SECTION     VI. 


The  law  of  nature  then,  or  natural  religion,  as  it  is  the  molt 
important,  is  the  plaineft  of  all  laws ;  and  if  the  heavens  do  not 
declare  the  will,  as  well  as  the  glory  of  God,  according  to  an 
obfervation  my  lord  Bacon  *  makes  in  a  chapter  that  contains 
fome  of  the  idols  of  the  den,  and  of  the  theater  particularly, 
fure  I  am,  that  the  earth,  and  the  inhabitants  of  it,  declare  both. 
The  will  of  God  has  been  revealed  in  his  works  to  all  thole 
who  have  applied  themfelves  to  the  contemplation  of  them, 
even  to  thole  who  did  not  difcover  him  in  them,  from  die  time 
that  men  have  ufed  their  reafon ;  and  where  reafon  improved, 
and  knowledge  increafed,  morality  was  carried  as  high  in  fpe- 

*  De  Aug.  Scien.  lib.  9.  chap.  1. 
Vol.  IV.  P  p  culation, 
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culation,  and  in  practice  too,  by  fome  of  the  heathen  worthies, 
as  by  any  of  the  chriftian  faints ;  even  as  high  as  the  very  pre- 
cept which  the  chancellor  *  quotes,  and  which  he  declares,  a 
little  rafhly,  to  be  more  than  human,  and  above  the  light  of 
nature,  fince  it  was  taught  by  fome  who  had  no  other  light. 
Notwithftanding  this,  divines,  who  cannot  bear,  that  the  will, 
any  more  than  the  exiftence,  of  God  fhould  be  deduced  from 
his  works,  the  cleareft  and  the  moft  authentic  of  all  revelations, 
affirm  againft  facl:  and  reafon  both,  that  men  may  have  indeed 
fome  true  notions  of  virtue  and  vice,  and  of  good  and  evil,  by 
the  light  of  nature,  but  that  the  moral  law  is  too  fublime  for 
reafon  to  attain  to  every  part  of  it ;  and  on  this  affirmation,  a 
great  deal  of  theological  policy  has  been  eftablifhed.  Thus 
they  give  too  another  inftance  of  their  inconfiftency,  for  no- 
thing is  more  common  than  to  find  in  their  writings,  nay  in 
the  courfe  of  the  fame  argument,  the  religion  of  nature  extolled 
as  a  perfect,  and  vilified  as  a  moft  imperfect  fyftem.  Had 
thefe  reverend  perfons  been  content  to  teach  the  duties  of  natu- 
ral religion  with  evangelical  fimplicity,  as  Christ  himfelf  did  in 
his  fermon  on  the  mount  and  elfewhere,  they  might  have  taught 
additional  duties,  and  theological  virtues  apart ;  and  they  might 
have  enforced  the  whole,  if  they  had  pleafed,  by  the  heaven 
they  promifed,  and  by  the  hell  they  threatened. 

Thus  they  might  have  preferved  natural  religion  in  the  ge- 
nuine purity  of  it.  Inftead  of  perplexing  and  corrupting  it, 
they  might  have  enabled  every  one  to  be  his  own  cafuift,  and 
have  made  good  men  as  well  as  Chriftians.  But  this  method, 
v/hich  would  have  enlarged  the  kingdom  of  God,  would  not 
have  enlarged,  nor  fortified,    the  theological  empire.     To  do 

*  Diligite  inimicos  •,  benefacitc  his  qui  oderunt  vos quae  certe  verba  plaufum 

ilium  merentur,  nee  vox  hominem  fbnat  -x  fi  quidem  vox  eft,   quae  lumen  naturae 
fuperat.  ib. 
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this  the  more  effectually,  it  was  neceflary  to  maintain  the  in- 
fufficiency  of  human  reafon,  tho  God  thought  it  fo  fufficient, 
that  he  left  the  whole  race  of  mankind,  a  few  patriarchs  and 
the  chofen  feed  excepted,  feveral  thoufand  years  under  no  other 
conduct.  It  was  neceflary  to  boaft  the  ncceffity  of  a  revelation 
that  might  fupply  the  defects  of  reafon,  tho  this  revelation  re- 
mains, and  has  remained,  from  the  time  it  was  made,  un- 
known to  the  far  greateft  part  of  mankind.  It  was  neceflary 
to  make  even  the  moral  law  a  myftery,  and  fuch  a  myftery  as 
could  not  be,  on  many  occafions,  unveiled  without  a  profound 
knowledge  of  theology ;  which  is  a  fcience  that  their  order  has 
imagined,  and  has  referved  to  itfelf.  In  this  refped:,  the  chri- 
ftian  priefthood  has  been  wifer  than  the  heathen.  The  heathen 
priefts  were  wholly  employed  in  teaching  filly  ceremonies,  and 
celebrating  the  pompous  rites  of  fuperflitious  worfhip.  They 
left  the  care  of  teaching  the  principles,  and  inculcating  the  ob- 
ligations of  morality  to  philofophers ;  at  leafl  in  the  times  with 
which  we  are  beft  acquainted,  this  was  the  ftate  of  religion 
among  the  pagans.  But  from  the  moft  early  days  of  chriftia- 
nity,  it  has  not  been  thus  in  the  chriftian  church.  The  per- 
fons,  whom  we  repute  commiflioncd  to  inftrudt  others  in  re- 
vealed religion,  have  afiumed  the  fole  right  of  deciding  in  all 
cafes  concerning  natural  religion,  that  is,  in  almofr.  all  the  moft 
important  affairs  of  public  and  private  life. 

By  thefe  means,  and  by  thefe  men,  the  moral  law  has  been 
fo  intermixed  with  theology,  and  both  of  them  have  been  fo 
extended,  and  fo  perplexed,  that  the  two  plaineft  things  in  the 
world,  and  which  would  not  have  been  fitted  to  the  purpofe 
of  them,  nor  by  confequence  worthy  of  their  author,  if  they  had 
not  been  plain,  the  law  of  nature  and  the  law  of  grace,  have 
been  rendered  voluminous,  intricate,  and  contentious  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  the  life  of  man  is  fcarce  long  enough  to  attain  a 

P  p  2  know- 
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knowledge  of  them.     Divines,  who  are  fuppofed  to  have  thk 
knowledge,  are  therefore  confulted  like  oracles,    and  till  their 
decifions,  like  thole  of  the  others,    and  for  fome  of  the  fame 
reafons,   began  to  lofe  their  credit,  their  authority  in  the  direc- 
tion of  private  confcience  was  abfolute,  and  extended  from  the 
prince  to  the  peafant,    who  were  alike  under  their  influence. 
When  they  had  decoyed  mankind  out  of  the  plain  into  a  wood, 
they  who  had  planted  the  wood  were  neceflary   guides  in  it. 
Much  ill  ufe  has  been  made  of  this  authority,  and  much  color 
given  by  it  to  the  objection  againft  religion,  which  we  conflder 
here.    So  much,  that  I  apprehend  there  is  no  way  to  do  right 
to  chriftianity,   but  that  of  imputing,  as  we  do,    confequences 
that  cannot  be  denied,  to  the  corruption  of  religion  by  theolo- 
gy.     This  corruption  has  gone  fo  far,    that  altho  it  be  of  the 
lair,  abfurdity  to  affirm,  that  any  law  can  alter,  much  lefs  con- 
tradict, that  of  nature,    yet  have  men  prefumed  to  difpenfe 
with  the  obfervations  of  this  law,    to  diftinguifh  it  away,    to 
decide  in  direct  oppofition  to  it,    and  fhameleflly  to  advance, 
that  the  bifhop  of  your  church,  for  inftance,  has  a  power  to 
alter  the  very  nature  of  things.      "  Jure  poteft  contra  jus  de- 
"  cernere."     Nay,  Bellarmin  prefumed  to  fay,  that  if  a  pope 
fhould  injoin  vices  and  forbid  virtues,     the    chriftian  church 
would  be  obliged  to  believe  vices  good   and  virtues   evil,    or 
would  fin  againft  confcience.     "  Nifi  vellet  contra  confcienti- 
"  am  peccare."  Bellarm.  de  Pont. 

Moral  theology,  which  contains  a  fiiper-ethical  doctrine,  as 
fome  grave  divines  have  ridiculoufly  called  it,  rendered  the 
fyftem  of  ethics  in  the  writings  of  the  antient  fathers,  and  doc- 
tors of  the  chriftian  church,  more  confufed,  lefs  confiftent, 
and  often  lefs  moral  than  we  find  it  eftablifhed  in  thofe  of  the 
heathen,  altho  no  fyftem  can  be  more  fimple  and  plain  than 
this  of  natural  religion  as  it  ftands  in  the  gofpel.     I  do  not 

pretend 
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pretend  to  criticife  the  offices  of  St.  Ambrose,  tho  he  was  a 
faint  not  very  unlike  our  Becket  ;   but  I  will  fuppofe,  that  no 
man  prefumes  to  compare  them,    in  any  refpect  to  thofe  of 
Tully,  and  I  will  advance  that  Tully  would  have  blufhcd 
to  own  fome  of  the  moral  doctrines  of  St.   Austin,    tho  St. 
Austin  was  after  St.  Paul,  the  great  author  of  theological 
fyftems.     This  abufe  of  reafon,  and  of  revelation  both,  was 
never  pufhed  fo  extravagantly,  however,  as  it  was  by  the  fchool 
divines.     Thefe  men,    who  fate  ruminating  in  their  cells  on 
the  very  little  they  knew  by  experience  and  obfervation,    and 
whofe  minds,  therefore,    were  void  of  the  true  materials  of 
knowledge,  worked  up,  in  place  of  them,  all  the  "  entia  ra- 
"  tionis,"  chimeras  of  imagination  that  have  no  fubdftence  out 
of  it,  and  pafs  under  the  name  of  metaphyfics ;  all  the  ufelefs 
definitions,  frivolous  diftindions,  vain  fubtilties,  and  captious 
argumentations  of  logic.     By  them,  cafuiftry  came  into  vogue, 
which  has  been  called  in  french  "  l'art  de  chicaner  avec  Dieu  :" 
as  logic  has  been  called  u  l'art  de  chicaner  avec  les  hommes;" 
and  we  may  call  the  whole  tribe,  as  Buchanan  called  the  fcotch 
and  irifh  fcholaftics  particularly, 

"  Gens  ratione  furens,  et  mentem  pafta  chimaeris.', 

Some  divines  have  made  men  enthufiafta,  by  {training  the 
obligations  of  natural  and  revealed  religion  both  fo  high,  that 
they  become  almofr.  inconceivable,  and  quite  impracticable. 
Others  again,  fcholaflic  divines  and  cafuifts  efpecially,  have 
fo  relaxed  all  thefe,  and  taught  men  fo  many  ways  of  com- 
pounding, as  it  were,  with  God,  that  they  are  left  at  liberty, 
on  many  occafions,  to  indulge  the  excefs  of  their  paflions. 
According  to  the  firft,  a  good  ChrifUan  is  an  ideal  man  that 
never  exifted  out  of  idea,  as  much  as  the  fage  of  the  ftoics. 
According  to  the  laft,  the  worft  of  men  may  be  good  Chri- 
itians  on  earth,  and  faints  in  heaven.  In  fhort,  they  have  di- 
vided. 
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vided  the  two  laws  that  are  intimately  united  in  the  gofpel, 
have  fet  them  in  oppofition,  and  have  very  often  made  the  vio- 
lations of  one  pais  for  lawful  means  of  promoting  the  other. 
The  natural  effect  of  religion  is  to  help  reafon  to  fubdue  our 
paflions,  and  of  theology  to  help  the  paflions  to  fubdue  reafon 
and  religion  both,  not  only  by  indulgence  to  them,  but  by  ir- 
ritating the  worft  and  moft  furious  of  them.  Hiftory  is  full 
of  fuch  examples ;  and  irreligious  perfons  make  ufe  of  them, 
unjuftly,  againft  chriftianity. 


SECTION     VII. 

There  are  two  other  parts  befides  this  of  natural  religion, 
into  which  chriftianity  may  be  analyfed,  and  which  have  been 
corrupted  alike  by  theology.  Duties  fuperadded  to  thofe  of  the 
former,  and  articles  of  belief  that  reafon  neither  could  difcover, 
nor  can  comprehend.  As  impracticable  as  fome,  and  as  incre- 
dible as  others  may  feem,  the  duties  required  to  be  pra&ifed, 
and  the  proportions  required  to  be  believed  are  concifely  and 
plainly  enough  exprefled  in  the  gofpel,  in  the  original  gofpel 
properly  fo  called,  which  Christ  taught,  and  which  his  four 
evangelifts  recorded.  But  they  have  been  rendered,  fince  they 
were  firft.  publifhed,  and  they  began  to  be  fo  as  foon  as  they 
were  publifhed,  extremely  voluminous  and  intricate.  The  du- 
ties, external  duties  at  leaft,  have  been  multiplied  by  ecclefiafti- 
cal  policy,  that  profited  of  the  natural  fuperftirion  of  mankind. 
The  articles  of  belief  have  been  multiplied,  and  complicated  by 
cabaliftical  notions  taken  from  the  Jews,  and  by  metaphysical 
refinements  taken  from  heathen  theology.  Children  fufTer 
often  for  the  fins  of  their  fathers.  But  in  this  cafe,  the  rule  is 
inverted.  The  gofpel  gave  birth  to  chriftian  theology,  and  the 
gofpel  fuffers  for  the  fins  of  her  licentious  offspring ;  of  that 
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ecclefiaftical  order,  I  mean,  who  affecting  to  be  called  the  reli- 
gious, have  proved  thcmfelves  to  be  the  moft  irreligious  fociety 
that  was  ever  formed,  and  the  moft  hurtful  too,  as  he  who 
compares,  thro  the  whole  ferics  of  their  own  hiftory,  the  little, 
good,  with  the  infinite  mifchief  they  have  done,  muft  con- 
iefs. 


It  is  common,  and  yet  aftonifhing,  to  obferve  with  how 
much  folemnity  and  confidence  almoft  all  thole,  who  teach  and 
defend  chriftianity,  prefume  to  affirm  any  thing,  tho  never  lb 
evidently  falfe,  that  they  imagine  may  ferve  to  recommend  it, 
and  how  by  thefe  means  they  do  hurt,  even  where  they  intend 
to  do  good.  They  do  hurt,  moft  certainly,  to  the  caufe  of  reli- 
ligion ;  and  the  end  is,  in  this  cafe,  lb  far  from  fanctifying  the 
means,  that  the  means  difgrace  the  end.  One  artifice  that  they 
employ  continually,  is  to  confound,  as  much  as  they  can,  the 
want  of  power  in  the  heathen  world  to  reform  the  manners  of 
men,  by  promoting  effectually  the  practice  of  natural  religion, 
and  the  want  of  a  fufficient  knowledge  of  this  religion.  That 
the  heathen  fages  wanted  this  power  is  true,  and  that  the 
apoftles,  faints,  and  doctors  of  chriftianity  have  not  had  it, 
even  with  the  help  of  a  particular  revelation,  is  true  likewife ; 
but  it  is  as  falfe  to  fay  that  the  former  had  not  a  fufficient 
knowledge  of  natural  religion,  as  it  would  be  to  fay  that  Chri- 
ftians  have  it  not.  The  great  book  of  nature  lies  open  before  us, 
and  our  natural  reafon  enables  us  to  read  in  it.  Whatever  it 
may  contain,  that  cannot  be  thus  read,  cannot  be  called  na- 
tural religion  with  any  precifion  of  ideas,  or  propriety  of 
words ;  nor  will  the  example,  that  has  been  brought,  of  men 
who  aflent  readily  to  truths  confonant  to  their  reafon,  which 
they  receive  from  others,  and  would  have  found  it  hard  to 
difcover  themielves,  be  made  applicable  to  the  prefent  cafe,  fo 
as   to  deftroy  the  diftinction.     Mr.  Locke  ftiould  have  {een 
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this  fooner  than  any  man,  and  one  would  think  a  reflection 
Co  obvious  mould  efcape  no  man.     He  did  not,   or  he  would 
not,  make  it.     He  feems  to  me,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  trea- 
tife  concerning  the  reafonablenefs  of  chriftianity,  not  only  to 
confound  the  want  of  fufficient  means  to  propagate,  and  the 
want  of  fufficient  means  to  know  the  religion  of  nature,   but  to 
play  fo  loofely  in  his  expreflions  between  this  religion  and  the 
chriftian,  that  it  is  hard  to  diftinguifh  fometimes  what  he  in- 
tends ;  whether  he  intends  means  of  propagating  or  means  of 
knowing ;  to  what  fenfe  he  confines  natural,  arid  to  what  re- 
vealed religion.     Thus  much,  however,  is  very  clear  :    he  af- 
ferts  the  infufficiency  of  "  human  reafon,  unaflifted  by  revelation, 
"  in  it's  great  and  proper  bufinefs  of  morality."     Human  rea- 
fon, he  fays,   "  never  made  out  an  entire  body  of  the  law  of 
"   nature  from  unquestionable  principles,    or  by  clear  deduc- 

"  tions.     Scattered   fayings, incoherent  apophthegms    of 

"  philofophers  and  wife  men could  never  make  a  mora- 

"  lity could  never  rife  to  the  force  of  a  law."     Thefe 

affertions  now  are  in  part,  and  in  part  only,  true.  But  when 
he  comes  to  contraft  this  fuppofed  imperfect  knowledge  of  the 
religion  of  nature,  which  the  heathen  had,  with  that  fuppofed 
perfect  knowledge  which  is  communicated  by  the  gofpel,  what 
he  advances  ftands  in  direcT;  contradiction  to  truth.  It  is  not 
true,  that  Christ  revealed  an  entire  body  of  ethics,  proved  to 
be  the  law  of  nature  from  principles  of  reafon,  and  reaching  all 
the  duties  of  life.  If  mankind  wanted  fuch  a  code,  to  which 
recourfe  might  be  had  on  every  occasion,  as  to  an  unerring  rule 
in  every  part  of  the  moral  duties,  fuch  a  code  is  ftill  wanting ; 
for  the  gofpel  is  not  fuch  a  code.  Moral  obligations  are  occa- 
sionally recommended  and  commanded  in  it,  but  no  where 
proved  from  principles  of  reafon,  and  by  clear  deductions,  un- 
Jefs  allulions,  parables,  and  comparifons,  and  promifes,  and 
threats,    are  to  pafs  for  fuch.     Were  all  the  precepts  o^  this 
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kind,  that  are  fcattcred  about  in  the  whole  new  teftament,  col- 
lected, like  the  fhort  fentences  of  antient  fages  in  the  memorials 
we  have  of  them,  and  put  together  in  the  very  words  of  the  fa- 
cred  writers,  they  would  compofe  a  very  fhort,  as  well  as  un- 
connected fyftem  of  ethics.  A  fyftem  thus  collected  from  the 
writings  of  antient  heathen  moralifts,  of  Tully,  of  Seneca, 
of  Epictetus,  and  others,  would  be  more  full,  more  entire, 
more  coherent,  and  more  clearly  deduced  from  unqueftionable 
principles  of  knowledge.  Nor  muft  we  think  that  this  takes 
off  from  the  dignity,  the  authority,  or  the  utility,  even  in 
moral  doctrines,  of  revealed  religion.  The  law  of  nature  was 
fufficiently  known,  and  the  teachers  of  it,  who  made  no  pre- 
tence to  any  divine  million,  had  prefTed  it  on  the  minds  and 
conferences  of  mankind,  the  fole  way  they  could  prefs  it,  by 
arguments  drawn  from  the  reafon  of  things.  Revelation  was 
not  given  to  do  what  reafon  could  do  alone.  It  was  not  given 
to  convince  men  of  the  reafonablenefs  of  morality,  but  to  en- 
force the  practice  of  it  by  a  fuperior  authority. 

If  there  was  any  thing  like  a  complete  fyftem  of  morality  in 
the  gofpel,  we  mould  find  it  in  the  fifth,  fixth,  and  feventh 
chapters  of  St.  Matthew,  fince  they  contain  a  fermon  preach- 
ed by  Christ  himfelf,  not  on  any  one  particular  doctrine,  but 
on  the  whole  duty  of  man.  What  now  do  we  find  in  them  ? 
Many  excellent  precepts  of  morality,  no  doubt,  intermingled 
with,  and  enforced  by  feveral  confiderations  drawn  from  his 
own  revelations,  and  yet  fuch  as  the  law  of  nature  enjoins,  or 
implies,  and  as  have  been  practifed  by  philofophers,  and  other 
good  men  among  the  heathen.  Some  of  thefe,  and  fome  others 
that  we  find  interfperfed  in  the  gofpels,  are  fuch  as  may  be 
reckoned  of  the  kind  of  thofe  which  St.  Austin  calls  "  fubli- 
"  miora  praecepta,"  not  fo  much  pofitive  duties,  as  inftances 
of  greater  purity  and  chriftian  perfection,  and  rather  recom- 
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mended  than  commanded.  Thus,,  for  inftance,  wherever 
marriage  has  been  inftituted,  adultery  has  been  forbid.  It  was 
fo  by  the  mofaic  law,  it  is  fo  by  the  law  of  nature ;  for  tho 
marriage  be  not  directly  inftituted  by  this  law,  yet  every  wrong, 
every  invafion  of  another  man's  property,  and  every  injuftice  is 
forbid  by  it.  Now  the  gofpel  carries  this  duty  much  farther, 
and  declares,  that  "  whofoever  looketh  on  a  woman  to  luft  after 
"  her,  hath  committed  adultery  with  her  already  in  his  heart." 
The  law  that  forbids  the  commiflion  of  a  crime,  does  certainly 
imply  that  we  mould  not  defire  to  commit  it ;  for  to  want  the 
defire,  or  to  be  able  to  extinguifh  it,  is  the  beft  fecurity  of  our 
obedience ;  tho  he  who  is  unable  to  extinguifh  it,  and  yet  ab- 
ftains  from  the  fin,  has  in  the  eye  of  reafon  a  greater  degree  of 
merit.  Reafon  commanded  what  a  man  may  by  the  force  of 
reafon  perform.  Revelation  commands  what  it  is  impoflible  to 
obey,  without  an  afliftance  unknown  to  reafon.  Thus  again, 
murder  is  forbid  by  the  law  of  nature,  but  even  anger  is  forbid 
by  this ;  and  univerfal  benevolence,  that  great  principle  of  the 
firft,  is  {trained  by  the  laft  to  a  love  of  our  enemies  and  perfe- 
cutors  :  a  precept  fo  fublime,  that  I  doubt  whether  it  was  ever 
exactly  obferved  any  more  under  the  law  of  grace,  than  un- 
der the  law  of  nature,  tho  fome  appearances  of  it  may  be 
found*  perhaps,  under  both,  and  at  leaft  as  many  under  one  as 
under  the  other.  Thefe  fublime  precepts,  which  are  peculiar- 
ly chriftian,  and  feem  defigned  to  characterife  chrifHanity, 
have  not  been  obferved  by  the  profeflbrs  of  it,  either  antient  or 
modern.  The  quaker  who  fays  yea  yea,  and  nay  nay,  and 
doth  not  fwear  at  all,  does  not  willingly  part  with  his  coat  as 
well  as  his  cloak,  nor  give  away  one  becaufe  the  other  has  been 
taken  from  him  \  neither  does  the  good  man  neglect  to  lay  up 
fome  treafures  on  earth,  where  moth  and  ruft  corrupt,  and 
where  thieves  break  thro  and  fteal.  It  has  occurred  to  me  often,. 
that  the  fame  reafon  may  be  given  for  thefe  fublime  precepts, 
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which  Tully  gives  fomcwhcre  for  the  fevcrer  doctrines  of  the 
ftoics.  Men  will  always  flop  fhort  of  that  pitch  of  virtue 
which  is  propofed  to  them,  and  it  is  therefore  right  to  carry  the 
notions  of  it  as  high  as  pofiible.  Whether  this  rcafon  will  be 
admitted  or  no,  I  cannot  tell.  It  feems  to  me  the  beft  that  can 
be  given,  "  et  valeat  quantum  valere  poteft."  In  all  cafes 
thefe  fublime  precepts  are  fo  little  inconfiftent  with  the  law  of 
nature,  that  they  are  this  very  law  carried  beyond  the  original 
terms  of  it. 


There  are  befides  thefe  general  duties,  and  others  of  the  fame 
kind  commanded,  or  recommended  by  the  gofpel,  fome  that 
feem  directed  to  the  Jews  only,  and  fome  that  feem  directed 
more  immediately  to  the  difciples  of  Christ.  Of  the  firft  fort  is 
that  injunction  which  reftrains  divorces  to  the  cafe  of  adultery  ; 
whereas  by  the  law  of  Moses,  as  well  as  by  thofe  of  other  legisla- 
tors, a  man  who  did  not  like  his  wife,  nor  care  to  cohabit 
with  her,  might  give  her  a  letter  of  divorce,  and  turn  her  out 
of  his  doors ;  for  which  exprefs  leave  is  given  in  Deuterono- 
my *.  Of  the  fame  fort  are  thofe  directions  which  tend  to  render 
the  worfhip  of  God  more  intellectual,  and  the  practice  of  good 
works  lefs  oftentatious.  The  heathen  faffed  and  prayed,  and 
exercifed  charity  as  well  as  the  Jews.  But  the  divine  worfhip 
of  both  confifted  in  a  multitude  of  external  duties,  and  in 
pompous  rites  and  ceremonies ;  and  die  Jews  are  taxed  particu- 
larly with  hypocrify,  and  with  an  affectation  of  doing  acts  of 
charity  in  public,  in  the  ftreets,  and  the  Synagogues,  in  order 
to  gratify  their  vanity,  and  to  be  applauded  by  the  public.  Of 
the  fecond  fort  are  certain  duties  enjoined  in  this  fermon,  and 
in  other  parts  of  the  gofpel,  which  feem  fit  enough  for  a  reli- 
gious feet,  or  order  of  men  like  the  eflenians,  but  are  by  no 
means  practicable  in  the  general  fociety  of  mankind.  To  re- 
lift  no  injury,  to  take  no  care  for  to  morrow,  to  neglect  provid- 

*  Chap.  xxiv. 
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ing  for  the  common  neceflaries  of  life,  and  to  fell  all  to  follow 
Christ,  might  be  properly  exacted  from  thofe  who  were  his 
companions,  and  his  difciples  in  a  ftricter  fenfe,  like  the  fcho- 
lars  of  Pythagoras,  admitted  within  the  curtain;  but  reafon 
and  experience  both  fhew  that,  considered  as  general  duties, 
they  are  impracticable,  inconfiftent  with  natural  inftincl:,  as 
well  as  law,  and  quite  deftructive  of  fociety.  They  have  not 
been  therefore  considered  as  fuch.  They  have  been  laid  afide; 
and  nothing  more  than  a  pretended  obfervation  of  them  has 
been  kept  up  by  fome  of  the  monaftic  orders. 

If  this  now  be,  as  it  is  moft  certainly,  a  true,  tho  general 
and  fhort  reprefentation  of  the  moral  duties  contained  in  the 
gofpel,  and  added  to  thofe  of  natural  religion,    both  which 
confift  in  piety  towards  God,  and  benevolence   towards  man, 
will  any  difciple  of  the  philofopher  of  Malmefbury  prefume  to 
maintain,  that  the  objection  raifed  againft  religion  has  the  leaft 
force  on  account  of  them,  or  that  they  render  it  inconftftent  with 
civil  fovereignty  ?  He  who  mould  maintain  it,  would  fall  below 
notice,    and  not  deferve  an  anfwer.     But  if  the  objection  be 
levelled  againft  the  numberlefs  duties  fuperadded  to  thofe  of  the 
gofpel,  inftead  of  being  levelled  againft  the  few  that  have  been 
fuperadded  by  the  gofpel  to  thofe  of  natural  religion,  it  will 
be  unanfwerable.     Thofe  of  the  former  fort  have  been  fo  in- 
creafed,  efpecially  in  matters  of  rites,  of  ceremonies,    and  of 
external  devotion,  by  the  authority  of  the  church,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  ages,  that  they  overload  and  ftifle,  as  it  were,  true 
religion ;   nay  that  they  fubftitute  in  lieu  of  it  a  carnal  religion, 
fuch  as  that  of  the  Jews,  and  thofe  of  paganifm  were.     That 
the  religion  inftituted   by  Moses  was  fuch  in  outward  ap- 
pearance,  "  in  frontifpicio  quidem,"  fays  Spencer,    our   di- 
vines admit.     But  they  aflert  that  inwardly,   "  in  penetrali,'* 
it  was  divine  and  myftic.    The  heathen  faid  the  fame  of  theirs ; 
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and  in  truth,  if  theirs  were  not  very  divine,  they  were  very 
myftical.  Chriftianity  has  completed  the  round,  and  has  been 
brought  back,  in  many  countries  at  leaft,  from  the  fimplicity 
of  the  gofpel  to  the  pageantry  and  fuperftition  of  heathen  and 
jewiln  obfervances. 

The  facraments  of  baptifm  and  the  Lord's  fupper  are  cer- 
tainly divine  ceremonies,  lince  they  were  inftituted  by  Christ 
himfelf;    and  they  may  be  faid  to  be  myftical  too,   becaule 
they  are  intended  to  be  vifible  figns  of  fomething  invifible. 
Baptifm,  or  warning,  is  necefiary  to  cleanlinefs  and  health,   in 
warm  countries  efpecially.     But  it  was  foon  adopted  by  thole 
who  inftituted  religions,  and  applied  it  to  inward,  as  well  as, 
outward  purification.     It  was  fo  among  the  heathen,  it  was  fo 
among  the  Jews,  it  is  fo  at  this  day  among  the  idolaters  in  the 
Indoftan,  and  among  the  Mahometans.    The  heathen  had  their 
public  and  private  purifications,  and  we  know,   by  other  proofs 
befides  the  acknowledgment  of  St.  Austin,  that  baptifm  was 
one  of  them.     We  know  too,  that  the  pagan  ceremonies  of  pu- 
rification had  a  fpiritual  meaning,  and  were  intended  to  keep 
up  a  fenfe  of  religion  in  the  minds  of  men.      "  Cafte  jubet  lex 

"  adire  ad  deos,"  fays  Tully  *,   "  animo  videlicet nee 

"  tollit  caftimoniam  corporis."  The  Jews  employed  feveral 
kinds  of  baptifm.  They  baptifed  even  their  houfhold  goods. 
Every  kind  had  a  myftical  fignification,  and  the  profelytes  to 
the  law  of  Moses,  who  were  baptifed  as  well  as  circumcifed, 
were  underftood  to  be  regenerated  as  well  as  purified.  The 
profelyte  became  a  new  man  by  this  ceremony,  retained  nothing 
of  his  former  ftate,  and  even  his  parents  ceafed  to  be  reputed 
fuch.  The  precurfor  of  Christ  inftituted  a  baptifm  of  repen- 
tance ;  and  even  Christ  himfelf,  who  had  not  certainly  any 
need  of  repentance,  infilled  to  be  baptifed  in  the  Jordan,  as  he 
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was  after  fome  modeft  refiftance  on  the  part  of  John.  He  was 
not  only  baptifed  before  he  began  his  miflion :  but  he  inftituted 
this  ceremony  at  the  clofe  of  it,  when  he  ordered  his  difciples  to 
"  baptife  all  nations  in  the  name  of  the  father,  the  fon,  and  the 
"  holy  ghoft." 

The  communion  or  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper  is  ano- 
ther, and  the  only  other,  religious  ceremony  inftituted  by  th^ 
fame  divine  authority.  We  hear  fomething  of  fymbols  of 
bread,  and  fymbols  of  the  cup,  which  cup  was  of  water,  that 
were  ufed  in  the  myfteries  of  Mithras,  and  in  others.  There 
is,  I  think,  no  room  to  fufpecr.  that  the  chriftian  communion 
bore  any  allufion  to  thofe  rites  in  it's  inftitution,  whatever  it 
did  afterwards.  But  the  Jews  had  their  paflbver,  and  in  imi- 
tation of  that  feaft,  as  well  as  on  occafion  of  it,  Christ  in- 
ftituted his  fupper.  One  was  defigned  to  preferve  the  memory 
of  the  exode,  before  which  a  deftroying  angel  palled  over  the 
houfes  of  the  Ifraelites,  and  put  the  firft  born  of  the  Egyptians 
to  death.  The  other  was  defigned  to  preferve  the  memory 
of  the  death  of  Christ,  which  was  then  near,  which  he 
allured  his  difciples  had  been  foretold  by  the  prophets,  and 
would  be  effectual  to  the  redemption  of  mankind,  and  to  the 
remiflion  of  fin.  No  infKtutions  can  be  imagined  more  fimple, 
nor  more  void  of  all  thofe  pompous  rites  and  theatrical  repre- 
fentations  that  abounded  in  the  religious  worfhip  of  the  hea- 
then and  the  Jews,  than  thefe  two  were  in  their  origin. 
They  were  not  only  innocent,  but  profitable  ceremonies,  be- 
caufe  they  were  extremely  proper  to  keep  up  the  fpirit  of  true 
natural  religion,  by  keeping  up  that  of  chriftianity,  and  to 
promote  the  obfervation  of  moral  duties,  by  maintaining  a  re- 
fpect  for  the  revelation  that  confirmed  them.  But  they  were 
foon  perverted  by  the  fathers  of  the  church,  who  trufted  fo  little 
to  the  providence  of  God  for  the  propagation  of  this  religion, 
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that  they  employed  the  loweft  tricks  of  human  policy  for  the 
purpofe.  They  added  another  ftage  of  external  obfervances,  if 
I  may  fay  fo,  in  the  progrefs  of  converts  to  chriftianity,  and 
modelled  the  ceremonies  of  it  on  the  plan  of  thofc  heathen 
myfteries,  againft  which  they  declaimed  fo  bitterly;  for  the 
good  men  were  apt  to  be  bitter,  as  well  as  inconfiftent.  Baptifm 
was  the  ceremony  of  purgation  that  preceded  initiation.  Nei- 
ther children  nor  others  were  admitted  to  it,  till  by  exorcifms,. 
and  the  blowing  of  the  priefts  upon  them,  the  impure  fpirits 
were  driven  from  them.  Blowing  was  the  firft,  warning  the 
fecond  part  of  this  purgation.  They  who  had  gone  thro  both 
were  fitted  to  receive  the  influences  of  grace.  They  were  the 
catechumens,  the  initiated,  who  partook  of  the  firft  and  leaft 
myfteries:  and  the  complete  or  perfect  Chriftians  were  thofe, 
who  not  only  partook  of  the  greateft,  the  communion,  but 
were  let  into  the  whole  fecret  of  it.  This  third  ftage  was  that 
of  confummation,  according  to  chriftian  as  well  as  heathen 
theology :  and  it  would  fcarce  be  poflible  to  believe,  that  the 
greateft  faints  and  doctors  of  the  church  had  talked  fo  much 
blafphemous  nonfenfe,  and  employed  fo  much  artifice  about  it, 
if  their  writings  were  not  extant,  and  if  we  did  not  fee  in  them,, 
that  deification  in  another  life  was  promifed  to  thofe  who  receiv- 
ed the  chriftian  facraments  with  faith ;  as  it  had  been  promifed  to 
thofe  who  went  pioufly  thro  all  the  myfterious  ceremonies  of  hea- 
thenifm.  It  would  be  fcarce  poflible  to  believe  that  even  At  h  ana- 
si  us,  as  well  known  as  he  is  by  his  creed  and  by  other  circum- 
ftances,  could  have  had  the  front  to  affert,  that  men  are  united  to 
the  godhead  by  a  participation  of  the  fpirit,  "  participatione  fpiri- 
"  tus  conjungimur  deitati;"  which  participation  is  the  effect  of 
thefe  facraments,  of  that  particularly,  which  was  called  "  mag- 
"  num  et  pavendum  myfterium,"  and  the  facrament  "  emi- 
"  nentiae  gratia,"  as  it  was  then,  and  as  it  is  at  this  hour.  It 
would  be   tedious  to  defcend  into  a  greater  detail  here.     If 
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you  have  a  mind  at  any  time  to  do  fo,  you  may  confult,  among 
other  writings,  the  fixteenth  exercitation  of  Casaubon  againit 
Baron i us,  where  you  will  find  enough  to  fatisfy  your  curiofi- 
ty,  and  more  than  enough  to  raife  your  furprife.  All  I  fhall 
fay  more  concerning  thefe  two  religious  ceremonies,  inftituted 
by  Christ,  is  this;  baptifm  has  been  kept  at  no  very  great  di- 
ftance  from  the  fimplicity  of  it's  original,  and  the  little  altera- 
tion that  has  been  made,  leaving  it  as  much  a  fign  as  it  was 
before,  and,  no  doubt,  as  effectual  as  it  was  before  to  every 
other  purpofe,  renders  the  ceremony  more  decent  by  fprinkling 
only  with  water,  according  to  the  practice  of  the  weftern 
churches,  than  it  would  be  by  a  total  immerfion,  according  to 
that  of  the  primitive  church,  and  of  the  oriental  churches,  if 
I  miftake  not,  even  at  this  time.  But  the  other  inftitution  has 
been  fo  difguifed  by  ornament,  and  fo  much  directed,  in  your 
church  at  leaft,  to  a  different  purpofe  from  commemoration, 
that,  if  the  difciples  were  to  affemble  at  eafter  in  the  chapel 
of  his  holinefs,  Peter  would  know  his  fucceffor  as  little  as 
Christ  would  acknowledge  his  vicar,  and  the  reft  would  be  un- 
able to  guefs  what  the  ceremony  reprefented,    or  intended. 

It  would  be  ftill  more  tedious  to  defcend  into  an  enumerati- 
on of  all  the  impofitions,  which  the  church  has  laid  on  the  chri- 
ftian  world.  New  powers,  new  rights,  new  duties,  new  fins, 
new  ceremonies,  new  obfervances  to  be  practifed  from  the  birth 
to  the  death  of  every  man,  all  tending  to  the  profit  of  the  cler- 
gy, none  founded  on  the  plain  authority,  and  many  eftablifh- 
ed  in  direct,  contradiction  to  the  fpirit,  and  to  the  letter  of  the 
gofpel.  Judaifm  and  paganifm  gave  occafion  to  them.  They 
were  derived  from  thence.  They  are  no  parts  of  the  chriftian 
fyftem:  Christ  had  ho  fhare  in  their  inftitution..  The  man- 
ner indeed  in  which  the.  gofpel  was  publifhed,  and  much  more 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  propagated,  might  lead  defigning, 
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enthufiaftical,  and  fupcrftitious  men,  to  graft  all  thefe  foreign 
branches  on  the  ftock  of  genuine  chriftianity.  Christ  himfelf 
was,  in  outward  appearance,  a  Jew.  He  ordered  his  difciples, 
and  the  crowds  that  followed  him,  to  obferve  and  do  whatever 
the  fcribesand  pharifees,  who  fat  in  the  chair  of  Moses,  mould 
direct  *.  He  only  warned  them  againft  the  examples  that 
thefe  men  gave,  who  did  not  pradlife  what  they  taught, 
"  dicunt  enim  et  non  faciunt."  He  was  a  better  Jew  than 
they,  and  he  exhorted  others  to  be  the  fame.  It  is  true  that 
he  commifTioned  his  apoftles  to  teach  and  baptife  all  nations  -f-, 
when  he  gave  them  his  laft  inftrudtions.  But  he  meaned  no 
more,  perhaps,  by  all  nations,  than  the  Jews  difperfed  into  all 
nations,  fince  he  had  before  that  time  forbid  them  to  go  into 
the  ways  of  the  Gentiles,  and  into  the  cities  of  the  Samaritans  §. 
He  fent  them  rather  to  the  loft  fheep  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael, 
and  declared  this  in  a  very  remarkable  manner  to  be  the  objecl: 
of  his  own  million,  by  the  language  he  held  to  the  canaanite 
woman.  She  endeavoured  in  vain  to  move  his  companion.  He 
told  her  it  was  not  fit  to  take  the  bread  of  the  children  and 
give  it  to  the  dogs  || :  nor  did  he  relent  and  cure  her  daughter, 
till  he  was  overcome  by  her  importunity  and  her  faith. 

These  declarations  of  Jesus  before  his  crucifixion,  and  the 
charge  he  gave  to  his  difciples  after  his  refurre&ion,  might  em- 
barrafs  them  a  little,  and  might  caufe  fome  difference  of  opini- 
on among  them  at  their  firft  fetting  out.  So  it  happened :  and 
tho  a  predilection  for  the  Jews,  and  a  ftrong  attachment  to 
the  obfervances  of  the  law,  might  have  been  expected  from 
St.  Paul,  a  zealous  pharifee,  who  had  been  bred  at  the  feet  of 
Gamaliel,  rather  than  from  St.  Peter,  a  poor  ignorant  fiih- 
erman;  yet  St.  Paul  diftinguifhed  himfelf  as  the  apoftle  of  the 
Gentiles,  and  alledged,  that  the  gofpel  of  the  uncircumcilion 
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was  committed  unto  him,  as  the  gofpel  of  the  circumcifion  was 
unto  Peter  *.     It  is  probable,  that   the  firft  had  made  a  re- 
flection early,  and  had  feen  it  confirmed  by  experience,  as  foon 
as  he  entered  on  his  apoftolical  million,  that  efcaped  the  fecond. 
The  refledtion  I  mean  is  this,    that  the  contempt  and  aversi- 
on in  which  both  the  nation  and  the  religion  of  the  Jews  were 
held  by  the  reft  of  mankind,  would  make  it  much  more  eafy  to 
convert  the  Gentiles  at  once  to  chriftianity,  than  to  make  them 
Jews  firft,  in  order  to  make  them  Chriftians  afterwards.    The 
council  of  the  apoftles  and  the  elders  at  Jerufalem,  to  which  Paul 
and  Barnabas  were  deputed  from  Antioch,  where  the  difpute 
about  circumcifing  the  gentile  converts  had  been  carried  even 
into  mutiny,  was  of  the  fame  mind.     Nay  St.  Peter  f  him- 
felf  fpoke  on  that  fide  of  the  quefti'on,  how  much  foever  he 
trimmed  when  St.  Paul  withftood  him  to  his  face  §,  and  re- 
proved him  for  his  difiimulation,  and  the  bad  example  he  gave. 

It  is  evident,  that  indulgence  to  the  Jews  and  to  the  Gen- 
tiles, in  order  to  gain  both,  was  a  fundamental  principle  of 
apoftolical  conduct  from  the  firft  preaching  of  the  gofpel.  Pe- 
ter converfed  and  eat  with  the  Gentiles  at  Antioch,  till  the  ar- 
rival of  certain  Jews  made  him  feparate  himfelf  from  the  form- 
er, fearing  them  which  were  of  the  circumcifion :  and  Paul, 
who  reproached  this  prince  of  the  apoftles  fo  harfhly  for  his  hy- 
pocrify,  it  he  did  not  diflemble  to  the  elders  the  doctrine  he 
taught  to  the  Gentiles,  did  at  leaft  diflemble  fo  far  to  the  pub- 
lic, when  he  came  to  Jerufalem  and  joined  in  the  moft  folemn 
act,  that  the  moft  rigid  obfervers  of  the  law  could  perform, 
as  to  exprefs  a  zeal  for  obfervances  he  did  not  much  value,  and 
for  a  law  he  thought  abrogated ;  for  that  was  the  cafe,  and  that 
doctrine  is  inculcated  throughout  his  epiftles.  In  fhort,  he 
cairiea  his  indulgence  fo  far,  or  he  difTembled  fo  far,    that  he 
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became  as  a  Jew  to  the  Jews,  that  he  might  gain  the  Jews, 
and  to  them  that  are  without  law,  that  is,  to  the  Gentiles,  as 
without  law,  that  he  might  gain  them  too  *.  We  have  his 
own  word  for  this,  and  he  boafts  of  it. 


By  fuch  prudent  conduct,  the  gofpel  was  fuccefsfully  pro- 
pagated, and  converts  flocked  apace  into  the  pale  of  chriftia- 
nity  from  thefe  different  and  oppofite  quarters ;  from  which 
it  is  no  wonder  that  they  brought  along  with  them  feveral  of 
their  former  ufages,  rites,  and  ceremonies. 

Abstinence  from  things  ftrangled  and  from  blood  had  been 
conftantly  obferved  by  the  Jews,  and  was  one  of  the  conditions 
impofed  by  the  chriffian  church  on  the  Gentiles  received  into  it. 
This  condition  was  confirmed  by  the  apoftolical  conftjtutions, 
and  enforced,  I  believe,  by  penalties  more  fevere,  in  fome  of 
the  imperial.  It  remained  long  in  general  practice,  among  the 
Chriftians  of  the  Eaft,  and  is  perhaps  even  now  practifed  by  fe- 
veral of  thofe  churches.  But  in  the  Weft  it  was  fbon  abandon- 
ed, and  will  not  be  revived  again  by  the  zeal  of  our  acquaint- 
ance Dr.  Delany.  Abftinence  likewife  from  all  kinds  of  nou- 
rifhment,  or  the  moft  rigorous  falling  on  folemn  occafions,  had 
been  obferved  in  the  jewifh  church,  and  is  obferved  ftill  by 
the  chriftian  churches  of  the  Eaft ;  for  as  to  thofe  of  the  Weft, 
they  cannot  be  faid  to  faft,  when  their  manner  is  compared 
with  that  of  the  others,  or  with  that  of  the  Mahometans:  they 
may  be  faid  rather  to  feaft  very  often,  and  only  to  change  one 
kind  of  luxury  for  another. 

These  obfervances  were  of  mere  pagan  or  jewifh  original. 
Others  were  of  a  mixed  kind.  Moses  had  made  the  deftructi- 
on  of  idolatrous  worfhip  a  principal  object  of  his  law ,    and  the 
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zeal  againft  images  was  great  among  the  Jews.  But  they  made 
a  diftinclion,  which  the  cafuifts  of  the  upper  Egypt  did  not 
make,  I  prefume,  formerly ;  and  which  thofe  of  Mecca  would 
not  admit  now.  Images  carved  or  embofied  were  held  in  hor- 
ror, but  a  flat  figure,  either  painted  or  embroidered,  was  al- 
lowed. A  paffage  which  I  have  read,  quoted  from  Mai moni- 
des  *,  is  very  exprefs  and  very  clear  on  this  fubjecl:.  Pictures 
being  thus  introduced  from  judaifm,  ftatues  foon  followed  from 
the  pagan  worfhip :  and  the  weftern  churches,  if  not  the  eaftern, 
who  kept  more  nearly  to  the  jewifh  cuftoms,  were  furnifhed 
like  heathen  temples.  Confeflion  of  fins  was  in  ufe  among  the 
heathen,  fo  it  was  among  the  Jews,  fo  it  was,  and  fo  it  is 
among  Chriftians,  and  feveral  forms  of  it  have  been  prefcribed. 
Penance  and  expiation  followed  both  in  the  pagan  and  jewifh 
churches :  they  were  derived  into  the  chriftian,  and  they  have 
been  often  coftly  in  all  three.  One  fort  of  penance  obtained 
in  the  two  Jaft  indeed,  which  I  do  not  remember  to  have  ob- 
tained in  the  firft,  that  of  flagellation :  a  fort  of  penance  which 
has  been  fince  applied,  as  the  learned  Meibomius  afliires  us,  to 
a  very  different  and  unholy  purpofe.  In  the  fynagogue  it  is 
faid,  that  the  penitents  flogged  one  another,  but  your  church, 
like  a  more  indulgent  mother,  allows  every  one  to  flog  himfelf, 
and  to  proportion  the  penance  to  the  tendernefs  of  his  confci- 
ence,  and  the  tendernefs  of  his  fkin. 

But  to  what  purpofe  mould  I  mention  any  more  of  thefe 
particulars  ?  A  multitude  of  fuch  ceremonies,  not  to  fay  fuper- 
ftitious  rites,  have  been  adopted  by  the  chriftian  church,  tho 
neither  commanded,  nor  even  recommended  by  the  goipeL 
For  this  reafon,  the  apoftles  do  not  feem  to  have  been  very  in- 

*  Lud.  com.  ad  hift.  aethiop*  Sed  hoc  capiendum  de  imagine,  quae  protuberat, 
quales  furvt  figurae  ac  fculpturae  in  palatiis,  et  his  fimiles.  Talem  igitur  fi  quis  fe* 
cerit,  vapulat.  Sin  autem  figura  fit  depreffa,  vel  coloribus  expreffa,  uti  illae,  quae 
in  tabulis  menfifvc  hunt,    aut  quae  intextae  operi  textorio,  pro  licitis  habentur. 
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tent  about  thefe,  or  any  other  forms  of  external  fervice.     They 
feem  to  have  diftinguifhed  rightly  between  the  end  and  the 
means :     the  end  immutable,    as  a  religion  given  by  God  mull 
neceflarily  be :   the  difcipline,  or  means  of  fupporting  it,  muta- 
ble, as  the  ordinances  of  men  muft  be  according  to  the  vicifli- 
tude  of  circumftances,  and  the  fluctuation  of  human  affairs. 
But  theii  fuccefibrs  did,  and  have  done  ever  fince,  the  very  re- 
verie of  this,  and  it  is  aftonifhing  to  obferve  what  a  buftle  they 
made,  and  what  contefts  they  had  about  the  time  of  keeping 
eafter,  and  other  points  of  difcipline  and  ceremony  which  the 
apoftles  had  not  thought  of  importance  enough  to  deferve  their 
decifion,  nor  even  their  notice.     All  thefe  fluctuated  therefore 
extremely  in  the  fame  churches,  and  varied  in  different  churches, 
during  the  flrft  ages  of  chriftianity,  and  efpecially  until  the  fy- 
nagogue  was  honorably  buried  *,  if  it  can  be  faid  to  be  fo  even 
at  this  day.     I  interpofe  this  doubt,  not  only  becaufe  there  re- 
mains a  tang  of  judaifm  among  feveral  of  the  eaftern  feels,, 
which  will  not  appear  ftrange  to  thofe  who  know  that  the  chri- 
ffian  church  of  Jerufalem  judaifed  during  a  fucceflion  of  fifteen 
bifhops,  but  becaufe  the  weftern  feet,   your  pretended  catho- 
lic church,    inftead  of  aflerting  evangelical  freedom  from  the 
bondage  of  the  mofaical  law,  or  rather  whilfl  me  aflerts  it,  has 
introduced  many  things  from  this  very  law,  and  has  the  front  to 
juftify  them  on  the  authority  of  it,  under  a  new  difpenfation 
that   takes   all   authority   from    it,    according    to  St.   Paul. 
Ointment,  holy  water,    incenfe,    tapers,    the  confecration  of 
altars,  and  the  celebration  of  jubilees,  are  of  this  kind.     But 
I  think  that  your  doctors  would  not  found  fo  high  this  autho- 
rity, if  thefe  things  were  alone  concerned.     There  are  others 
which  import  them  more,  and  which  they  have  been  obliged 
to  eftablifh  on  jewifh  authority,  for  want  of  any  better ;  and 
it  is  for  the  fake  of  fuch  inftitutions  that  they  have  deemed  it 


*  — —  Donee  fynagoga  honorifice  fepulta  fuerit. 
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expedient  to  accuftom  men  to  refpect  this  authority  on  other 
occafions,  on  fuch  particularly  as  relate  to  the  immediate  fer- 
vice  of  God,  of  which  cuftom,  not  reafon  nor  revelation  moll 
certainly,  has  made  them  to  pafs  for  efTential  parts.  The  divine 
right  of  tithes  was  eftablifhed  by  the  law  of  Moses.  By  virtue 
of  that  law,  the  chriftian  priefthood  claim  it.  The  nafci  was 
the  pontiff  of  the  Jews,  and  the  head  of  their  church.  From 
hence  an  argument  the  more  for  the  fupreme  authority  of  the 
pope.  Councils  are  derived  from  the  fanhedrin,  and  the 
whole  fyftem  of  the  hierarchy  and  of  ecclefiaftical  regimen 
from  the  conlfitution  of  the  jewifh  church.  I  take  no  notice 
here  of  the  fhare  which  paganifm  had  in  all  that  has  been 
mentioned,  either  immediately  or  mediately  thro  judaifm. 
Enough  is  faid  for  my  prefent  purpofe :  and  obfervations 
of  that  fort  will  be  more  neceflary  under  another  head. 

Let  thofe  now,  who  object  to  religion  on  account  of  ex- 
ternal   duties,     rites,     ceremonies,     and  ecclefiaftical   inftitu- 
tions,  learn  to  be  more  juft  in  their  cenfures.   Let  them  learn  to 
diftinguifh  rightly  between  thofe  things  which  the  gofpel  re- 
quires, and  thofe  which  the  church  impofes.     If  they  do  not 
make  this  diflinclion,  their  objections  are  trifling,  and  if  they 
do  make  it,   they  may  have  the   concurrence  of  every  fincere 
and  intelligent  Chriftian  along  with  them  ;   for  reafons  which 
are  not  theirs  indeed,  fince  they  are  intended  to  flrengthen  and 
confirm,  not  to  weaken  nor  explode  religion.     When  we  con- 
sider how  ftrong  the  impreffions  of  fenfe  are,  and  how  they  are 
apt  to  controul  that  which  fhould  controul  them,  we  may  find, 
perhaps,  very  fufficient  reafon  to  incline  us  to  approve  in  ge- 
neral the  ufe  of  ceremonies  and  the  pomp  of  external  fervice 
in  religion.      To  keep  up  a  fenfe  of  it  in  the  minds  of  men, 
there  feem  to  be  but  two  ways.     To  ftrike  the  fenfes  frequent- 
ly by  public  and  folemn  acts  of  religious  worfhip,  and  to  heat  the 
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brain  by  notions  of  an  inward  operation  of  the  fpirit,  and  of  a 
fort  of  myftical  devotion  independent  of  outward  forms,  or 
even  inconftftent  with  them.  One  of  thefe  leads  to  fuperfti- 
tion,  the  other  to  enthufiafm.  Both  are  filly  ;  but  the  laft  is 
bad  in  this  refpect :  it  is  lefs  governable  and  lefs  curable.  Su- 
perstition is  folly.  Enthufiafm  is  madnefs.  It  is  good  to  be  ort 
our  guard  againft  both.  But  I  am  to  fpeak  in  this  place  of  the 
flril  alone,  and  as  to  that,  the  folemn  magnificence  of  a  church, 
the  grave  and  moving  harmony  of  mufic,  the  pomp  and  order 
of  ceremonies  decently  performed,  the  compofed  looks,  and 
the  myftical  veftments  of  the  priefts  who  perform  them,  all 
this,  I  think,  cannot  fail  to  infpire  an  awful  refpe£r,  and  to 
maintain  a  devout  attention  of  mind  in  the  generality.  Here 
and  there  a  man,  perhaps,  may  take  thefe  ceremonies,  and 
thofe  who  perform  them,  for  what  they  are,  and  not  be  im- 
pofed  upon  by  them,  either  before  or  after  the  celebration  of 
fuch  rites  as  thefe.  But  during  the  celebration  of  them, 
whilfV  the  fpe&acle  is  before  his  eyes,  and  the  found  in  his  ears, 
I  think  that  the  fame  impreflions  will  be  made  in  fome  degree 
even  on  fuch  a  man  as  this.  You  and  I  knew  Betterton" 
and  Mrs.  Barry  off  the  ftage,  as  well  as  on  it,  and  yet  I  am 
perfuaded  neither  of  us  could  ever  fee  Jaffier  and  Belvidera 
without  horror  and  compaflion.  I  do  not  pretend  to  decide 
in  the  difpute  about  the  pomp  of  external  fervice.  I  only 
fpeak  according  to  what  I  have  felt.  But  tho  I  do  not  take 
part,  on  the  whole,  for  the  ufe  or  difufe  of  church  ceremonies, 
it  may  be  allowed  me  to  declare  againft  the  abufe  of  them  all, 
as  a  friend,  not  as  an  enemy  to  religion.  It  is  certain  that 
this  abufe  has  defeated  the  very  end  to  which  they  were  di- 
rected, or  which  ferved  as  a  reafon  for  the  introduction  of 
them,  and  has  fubftituted  fomething,  which  is  not  religion, 
in  the  place  of  it.  Our  Spiritual  guides  have  run  into  very 
wild  extremes.     Some  have  fhewed  a  great  difregard  to  good 
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works,  and  have  talked  of  juftifying  faith  alone,  as  the 
fole  means  of  falvation,  and  in  contradiftindtion  to  good 
works,  like  the  fcotch  prefbyterian  parfon,  who  aflured  his 
brethren  from  the  pulpit,  that  immorality  had  deftroyed  it's 
thoufands,  but  morality  it's  ten  thoufands.  Others  have  in- 
fifted  much  on  good  works,  but  they  have  confounded  the  na- 
ture of  them.  They  have  rather  meaned,  by  good  works, 
the  practice  of  arbitrary  duties,  which  ecclefiaftical  difcipline 
has  eftablifhed,  or  ecclefiaftical  authority  recommended,  and 
which  are  beggarly  elements  indeed,  than  the  practice  of  thole 
moral  duties  which  reafon  prefcribes  as  well  as  revelation. 
How  much  they  prefer  the  former  to  the  latter,  may  appear  by 
the  univerfal  practice  of  moft  chriftian  countries.  In  fome, 
the  man  who  ftabs  his  enemy  goes  to  confeflion,  and  his  con- 
icience  is  never  at  quiet  till  he  has  purchafed  abfolution  by  mo- 
ney, or  by  penance,  or  by  both.  The  woman  who  lies  in  the 
arms  of  her  adulterer  will  leap  out  of  bed,  and  knock  her  fore- 
head, and  beat  her  breaft,  at  the  tinkling  of  a  little  bell  in  the 
ftreet.  Nay  in  the  country  where  I  have  pafTed  fo  many  years 
of  my  life,  where  bigottry  is  lefs  prevalent,  generally  {peaking, 
than  in  others  of  the  fame  communion,  the  poor  man  who  has 
eat  an  egg  in  lent,  when  eggs  have  not  been  permitted  by  the 
bifhop,  and  who  had  perhaps  nothing  elfe  to  eat,  cannot  be 
abfolved  of  this  heinous  fin  by  the  fame  prieft  that  might  ab- 
fblve  him  for  neglecting  the  worfhip,  or  offending  againft  the 
law  of  God.  The  former  fin  is  of  a  blacker  dye  than  thefe, 
and  he  muft  have  recourfe  for  abfolution  to  an  higher  autho- 
rity ;  which  is  an  imitation  of  the  Jews  likewife,  among 
whom  any  offence  againft  the  ritual  law  was  punifhed  more 
feverely  than  crimes  much  more  grievous  in  their  nature,  as  I 
believe  it  has  been  obferved  already  after  Dr.  Spencer.  But 
enough  has  been  faid  concerning  duties  added  by  the  gofpel 
to  natural  religion,  and  duties  added  by  the  church  to  thofe 
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of  both.     It  is  time  to  fpeak  of  articles  of  faith,  which  make 
a  third  and  laft  part  of  the  analyfe  of  chriftianity. 


SECTION     VIII. 

It  is  this  part  that  has  furnifhed  matter  of  ftrife,  conten- 
tion, and  all  uncharitablenefs,  even  in,  as  well  as  from,  the 
apoftolical  age.  It  is  this  that  has  added  a  motive  the  more, 
and  one  that  is  ftronger  than  any  other,  to  animofity  and 
hatred,  to  wars  and  maflacres,  and  to  that  cruel  principle 
which  was  never  known  till  Chriftians  introduced  it  into  the 
world,  to  perfecution  for  opinions,  for  opinions  often  of  the 
moft  abftracl  /peculation,  and  of  the  leaft  importance  to  civil 
or  religious  interefts.  It  is  this,  in  fhort,  whofe  effects  have 
been  fo  fatal  to  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  mankind,  that  no- 
thing which  the  enemies  of  religion  can  fay  on  the  fubject 
will  be  exaggerated  beyond  the  truth.  But  ftill  the  charge 
they  bring  will  be  unjuftly  brought.  Thefe  effects  have  not 
been  caufed  by  the  gofpel,  but  by  the  fyftem  raifed  upon  it. 
Not  by  the  revelations  of  God,  but  by  the  inventions  of  men. 
We  diftinguifhed  before  between  the  original  and  the  tradi- 
tional proofs,  and  we  muft  diftinguifh  here  between  the  origi- 
nal and  traditional  matter  of  thefe  revelations.  The  gofpel  of 
Christ  is  one  thing,  the  gofpel  of  St.  Paul,  and  of  all  thole 
who  have  grafted  after  him  on  the  fame  ftock,  is  another. 

I  will  not  fay,  that  one  article  of  belief  alone  is  neceflary 
to  make  men  Chriftians,  the  belief  that  Jesus  was  the  Meftiah 
promifed  to  the  Jews,  and  foretold  by  their  prophets.  This 
may  be  the  primary,  but  it  is  not  the  fole  obje6t  of  our  faith. 
There  are  other  things  doubtlefs  contained  in  the  revelation  he 
made  of  himfelf,    dependent  on,    and  relative  to  this  article, 
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without  the  belief  of  which  I  fuppofe  that  our  chriftianity  would 
be  very  defective.  But  this  I  fay ;  the  articles  of  belief,  which 
Christ  himfelf  exacted  by  what  he  faid,  and  by  what  he  did, 
have  been  lengthened  immeafurably,  and  we  may  add  both  un- 
neceflarily  and  prefumptuoufly  by  others  lince  his  time.  The 
fyftem  of  religion,  which  Christ  publifhed,  and  his  evange- 
lifts  recorded,  is  a  complete  fyftem  to  all  the  purpofes  of  true 
religion,  natural  and  revealed.  It  contains  all  the  duties  of  the 
former,  it  enforces  them  by  aflerting  the  divine  miffion  of  the 
publifher,  who  proved  his  affertions  at  the  fame  time  by  his 
•miracles,  and  it  enforces  the  whole  law  of  faith  by  promifing 
rewards,  and  threatening  punifhments,  which  he  declares  he  will 
diftribute  when  he  comes  to  judge  the  world.  Befides  which, 
if  we  do  not  acknowledge  the  fyftem  of  belief  and  practice, 
which  Jesus,  the  finifher  as  well  as  author  of  our  faith,  left 
behind  him  to  be  in  the  extent  in  which  he  revealed  and  left  it, 
complete  and  perfect,  we  muft  be  reduced  to  the  grofleft  ab- 
furdity,  and  to  little  lefs  than  blafphemy. 

These  reafons,  which  cut  up  the  root  of  artificial  theology,, 
deferve,  for  that  reafon,  to  be  more  fully  explained.  If  we  do 
not  acknowledge  them,  we  afliime  that  the  fon  of  God,  who 
was  fent  by  the  father  to  make  a  new  covenant  with  mankind, 
and  to  eftablifh  a  fpiritual  kingdom  on  the  ruins  of  paganifm, 
and  the  reformation  at  leaft  of  judaifm,  executed  his  com- 
miflion  imperfectly  ;  we  aflume,  that  he  died  to  redeem  man- 
kind from  fin,  and  from  death  the  wages  of  fin,  but  that  he  left 
them  at  the  fame  time  without  fufficient  information  concerning 
that  faith  in  him,  and  that  obedience  to  his  law,  which  could 
alone  make  this  redemption  effectual  to  all  the  gracious  purpofes 
of  it ;  fince  we  might  rife  to  immortality  indeed  by  the  merits, 
of  his  pailion,  but  this  refurredtion  might  be  to  damnation  too,, 
unlefs  an  entire  faith  in  him,  co-operating  with  our  imperfect 
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obedience,  juftified  and  faved  us.  In  fhort,  we  afTumc,  that 
they  who  were  converted  to  chriftianity  by  Christ  himfelf, 
and  who  died  before  the  fuppofed  imperfection  of  his  revelation 
had  been  fupplied  by  the  apoftles,  by  Paul  particularly,  lived 
and  died  without  a  fufficient  knowledge  of  the  terms  of  falva- 
tion,  than  which  nothing  can  be  faid  more  abominable.  Na- 
tural religion  may  be  colle&ed,  flowly,  perhaps,  tho  fufficient- 
ly  by  natural  reafbn,  from  the  works  of  God,  wherein  he  mani- 
fefts  his  will  to  mankind.  But  a  religion,  revealed  by  God 
himfelf  immediately,  muft  have  been  complete  and 'perfect 
from  the  firft  promulgation  in  the  mind  of  every  convert  to  it, 
according  to  all  our  ideas  of  order :  and  if  we  confider  it  as  a 
covenant  of  grace,  the  covenant  muft  have  been  made  at  once, 
according  to  all  thefe  ideas,  and  all  thofe  of  juftice.  No  new 
articles  of  belief,  no  new  duties,  could  be  made  neceflary  to 
falvation  afterwards,  without  changing  the  covenant :  and  at 
that  rate  how  many  new  covenants  might  there  not  be  ?  How 
often,   I  fay  it  with  horror,  might  not  God  change  his  mind  ? 

Will  it  be  urged,  as  an  anfwer  to  what  has  been  faid,  that 
the  explanations  and  additions,  which  have  been  made,  were 
made  by  the  fame  authority  that  made  the  original  covenant, 
in  order  to  afcertain  the  terms,  and  to  fecure  the  effect  of  it, 
and  that  there  is  therefore  no  reafon  to  find  fault  that  they 
were  made  ?  But  if  this  mould  be  faid,  inftead  of  removing 
one  abfurdity  and  profanation,  it  will  only  ferve  to  advance 
another.  The  force  of  the  obje&ion  refts  on  the  very  affertion 
contained  in  the  anfwer,  on  the  famenefs  of  the  authority.  If 
the  additions  were  not  faid  to  be  made  by  the  lame  authority, 
they  would  be  entitled  to  little  regard,  and  the  objection  would 
vanifh.  But  fince  they  are  faid  to  be  (b  made,  and  fince  they 
make  a  change  in  the  covenant,  for  a  covenant  is  changed  by 
additional  conditions,  tho  the  original  remain  ftill  in  force,  the 
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objection  is  confirmed  by  the  anfwer ;  and  a  farther  abfurdity 
arifes  from  it,  or  the  fame  abfurdity  appears  in  a  new  light.  If 
it  was  neceflary  that  the  apoftles,  who  were  filled  with  the  holy 
ghoft,  or  other  infpired  perfons,  mould  publifh  by  the  afliftance 
of  the  fpirit  any  knowledge  neceflary  to  falvation,  which  Jesus 
had  not  taught,  or  explain  the  covenant  of  grace  more  perfectly 
than  he  had  done,  it  follows,  that  the  third  perfon  of  the  trini- 
ty was  employed  to  aflift  the  fecond  in  making  a  more  full  and 
perfect  publication  of  the  gofpel,  which  comes  too  near  the 
cafe  of  poor  mortals,  who  want  this  afliftance  to  receive  and 
practife  the  gofpel  as  they  ought,  and  to  whom  it  is  given  to 
fupply  the  imperfection  of  their  nature.  Upon  the  whole,  have 
we  not  reafon  to  diftinguifh  with  an  holy  fear  between  the  ori- 
ginal fyftem  of  chriftianity,  and  the  very  beft,  if  that  could  be 
afcertained,  of  all  thofe  difcordant  fyftems  into  which  the 
pure  ore  of  the  gofpel  has  been  fo  often  melted  down  and  caft 
anew,  during  feventeen  centuries,  at  different  times,  and 
every  time  with  fuch  a  mixture  of  human  alloy,  that  no  one 
of  them  can  carry,  without  fraud,  the  image  and  fuperfcrip- 
tion  of  our  heavenly  Caesar? 

Christianity,  as  it  ftands  in  the  gofpel,  contains  not  only 
a  complete  but  a  very  plain  fyftem  of  religion ;  it  is  in  truth 
the  fyftem  of  natural  religion,  and  fuch  it  might  have  con- 
tinued to  the  unfpeakable  advantage  of  mankind,  if  it  had 
been  propagated  with  the  fame  fimplicity  with  which  it  was 
originally  taught  by  Christ  himfelf.  But  this  could  not  have 
happened,  unlefs  it  had  pleafed  the  divine  providence  to  pre- 
ferve  the  purity  of  it  by  conftant  interpofitions,  and  by  ex- 
traordinary means  fufflcient  to  alter  the  ordinary  courfe  or 
things.  Such  a  conftant  interpofition,  and  fuch  extraordinary 
means,  not  being  employed,  chriftianity  was  left  very  foon  to 
fhift  for  itfelf,  in  the  midft  of  a  frantic  world,  and  in  an  age 
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when  the  moft  licentious  reafbnings,  and  the  moft  extrava- 
gant fuperftitions,  in  opinion  and  practice,  prevailed  uni- 
verfally  under  the  refpectable  names  of  theology  and  meta- 
phyfics ;  and  when  the  Jews  themfelves,  on  whofe  religion, 
and  on  the  authority  of  whofe  fcriptures  chriftianity  was 
founded,  had  already  gone  far  in  corrupting  both,  by  oral 
traditions  and  cabaliftical  whimiies,  by  a  mixture  of  noti- 
ons taken  from  the  chaldaic  philofophy  during  their  capti- 
vity, and  from  the  grecian  philofophy  lince  the  expedition 
of  Alexander.  The  traces  of  thefe  mixtures  are  difcern- 
able.  Thofe  of  greek  origin  moft  manifeftly;  and  among 
them,  thofe  of  platonifm  are  fo  ftrongly  marked,  that  it  is  im- 
poftible  to  miftake  them.  This  philofophy  was  the  very 
quinteffence  of  the  theology  and  metaphysics,  which  Plato, 
and  Pythagoras  before  him,  had  imported  into  Greece.  It 
had  been  extracted  by  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  warmeft  ima- 
gination that  ever  Greece  produced,  and  had  contributed 
more  than  any  other  lyftem  of  paganifm  to  turn  theiils  into 
enthuiiafts,  and  to  confirm  that  fondnefs  for  myftery,  with- 
out an  air  of  which  no  dodrine  could  pafs  for  divine.  What 
effect  all  thefe  circumftances  had  on  chriftianity,  and  how 
they  ferved  to  raiie  an  intricate,  voluminous,  and  contentious 
fcience  on  foundations  of  the  greateft  fimplicity  and  plain- 
nefs,  it  may  be  worth  while  to  examine  more  particularly,  and 
in  fuch  a  detail  as  the  nature  of  thefe  eflays,  which  are  not 
deftgned  to  be  treatifes,  and  my  confined  knowledge  of  anti- 
quity, permit.  The  extent  of  one  and  the  other  will  be  fuf- 
ficient,  perhaps,  for  our  purpofe. 
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SECTION     IX. 

Men  have  accuftomed  themfelves  to  talk  fo  vaguely  about 
myfteries,  that  the  very  meaning  of  the  word  is  become  a  my- 
ftery.  The  whole  new  teftament  has  been  called  the  gofpel, 
and  the  whole  gofpel  a  myftery.  Both  very  improperly ;  for 
the  firft  confounds  what  mould  be  always  diftinguifhed  in  fa- 
vor of  the  original  fyftem  of  chriftianity :  and  the  fecond  is  ab- 
furd  in  the  higheft  degree,  fince  nothing  can  be  conceived  to 
be  more  fo  than  to  predicate  two  contradictory  terms  of  the 
fame  fubjecl:.  To  affirm  that  a  thing  is  and  is  not  exiftent  at 
the  fame  time,  isjuft  as  reafonable  as  to  affirm,  that  the  gof- 
pel is  at  once  a  revelation  and  a  myftery,  a  thing  fhewn  and  a 
thing  hidden.  That  there  are  many  ambiguous  expreffions, 
and  many  dark  fayings,  in  the  gofpel,  that  there  are  many 
doctrines,  which  reafon  would  never  have  taught,  nor  is  able  to 
comprehend  now  they  are  taught,  cannot  be  denied.  Nay  the 
utmoft  human  endeavours  have  been,  and  muft  be  always,  em- 
ployed in  vain  to  reduce  the  intire  plan  of  divine  wifdom  in 
the  million  of  Christ,  and  the  redemption  of  man,  to  a  co- 
herent, intelligible,  and  reafonable  fyftem  of  doctrines  and 
fads.  Is  it  ftrange  that  it  fhould  be  fo  ?  It  could  not  be  other- 
wife.  Two  of  the  evangelifts  recorded,  as  witnefles,  what 
they  faw  and  heard  in  this  extraordinary  conjuncture,  and  two 
others  what  they  were  told  about  it.  Not  the  whole  indeed ; 
for  then  the  world  could  not  have  contained  the  books  that 
would  have  been  written,  but  as  much  as  was  neceflary,  and 
even  a  little  more  than  was  ftrictly  fo,  to  account  for  the  efta- 
blimment  of  the  fpiritual  kingdom  of  Christ,  as  it  is  called 
improperly  enough,  and  to  explain  the  laws  of  it,  and  the  con- 
ditions of  admiilion  into  it.  If  a  great  prince  fhould  arife  in 
any  country,    make  an  intire  revolution  in  the  conftitution  of 
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it,  reform  fomc,  and  aboliih  others  of  the  antient  laws  and 
cuftoms,  and  eftablifh  a  new  government  on  new  principles  of 
government,  would  it  not  be  fufficient  for  the  people  to  know 
his  right  in  general,  and  the  meafures  of  their  obedience  in  par- 
ticular ?  Would  they  complain,  if  fome  things  eflential  to  nei- 
ther, and  fcarce  relative  to  the  latter,  were  obfeurcly  mention- 
ed in  any  of  his  declarations  or  constitutions,  that  they  wanted 
a  complete  fyftem  of  the  government  to  which  they  fubmitted 
themfelves,  and  were  therefore  obliged  to  fupply  on  their  own 
authority  what  they  had  not  received  on  the  authority  of  their 
legiflator.  I  think,  they  would  make  no  fuch  complaint.  Rea- 
sonable men  I  am  fure  would  not.  To  fuch,  the  whole  would 
appear  plain  enough,  and  they  would  refolve*  to  believe  and 
obey  it  in  the  obvious  and  literal  fenfe,  whilft  a  few  bufy,  over- 
curious,  and  defigning  politicians  might  render  what  was  plain, 
intricate,  and  two  or  three  dark  exprefHons  the  fubjed:  of  per- 
petual difpute,  and  irreconcileable  divifion,  by  their  refine- 
ments. Thus  the  peace  of  fociety  might  be  broken,  and  the 
very  end  of  government  be  defeated,  not  by  any  want  of  ne- 
ceffary  information,  but  by  an  affectation  of  knowing  more 
than  the  legiflator  thought  it  necefiary  that  they  mould  know. 
Such  as  I  have  reprefented  thefe  politicians  in  civil  government,, 
fuch  have  divines  and  metaphysicians  fhewn  themfelves  in  reli- 
gion :  and  it  is  full  as  unjuft  to  charge  the  mifchiefs  that  have 
followed  in  one  cafe,  on  religion,  as  it  would  be  to  charge  thofe 
that  would  follow  in  the  other,  on  government. 

The  only  way  to  have  prevented  fuch  mifchiefs  as  thefe  from 
arifing  in  the  city  of  God  would  have  been  this,  that  Chriffians 
mould  have  adhered  clofely  to  the  gofpel,  as  it  was  taught  by 
Christ  himfelf;  that  they  mould  have  thought  it,  as  he 
thought  it,  fufficient  for  them;  have  received  implicitly  what 
is  plainly  revealed  in  it,  and  have  avoided  all  dogmatical  deci- 

fions 
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fions  on  things  obfcure  or  doubtful.     Explanations  in  all  thefe 
cafes  ferve  only  to  multiply  difputes,    and  to  eftablifh  religion, 
on  human,  inftead  of  divine,    authority.     This  affords  a  rule 
invariable  as  God  himfelf.     The  other  fluctuates  as  the  opini- 
ons, and  even  the  interefts  of  men  vary.    Under  one,   Chriftians 
might  have  continued  united  in  the  fame  communion,  and  even 
members  of  the  fame  family,  friends  and  brethren.      Under  the 
other  it  is  impofTible  that  this,  which  is  the  great  object  of  chri- 
ftianity,  mould  be  obtained,  and  therefore  I  am  willing  to  be- 
lieve, that  they  who  had  been  the  immediate  difciples  of  the 
faviour  preached  his  gofpel  in  a  fpirit  of  union,     in  fo  fimple  a 
ftyle,  and  in  fo  ftrict  and  fcrupulous  a  conformity  to  the  reve- 
lations he  had  made,  in  what  form  foever  the  writings  of  thefe 
men  have  come  down  to  us,   thro  very   interpolating  hands, 
that  there  neither  was  nor  could  be  any  divifion  among  them, 
nor  any  feeds  of  division  fowed  by  them.     He  who   compares 
the  epiftles  of  James,  of  Peter  and  John,  fuch  as  we  have 
them,  withthofe  of  Paul,  and  all  thefe  with  the  doctrines   of 
the  gofpel,   will  be  perhaps  of  this  opinion ;   at  leaf!  he  will  have 
no  ground  to  fay  of  the  three  firft.,    that  they  were  authors  of 
new  gofpels,  as  he  will  have  grounds  to  fay  of  the  laft,  and  as 
the  laft  does  in  effect  fay  of  himfelf.     He  will  be  of  this  opini- 
on too  the  more  eafily,  on  account  of  a  very  fenfible  difference 
in  the  manner  as  well  as  the  matter  of  their  writings.     There  is 
a  moft  remarkable  and  amiable  anecdote  to   this  purpofe  men- 
tioned by  fome  writers,  and  for  which  the  authority  of  Jerom 
is  cited.     St.  John  had  been  long  confined  in  the  iiland   of 
Pathmos,  to  which  Domitian  had  bammed  him,    and  where 
it  is  pretended  that  he  writ  the  apocalypfe,  that  ftrange  rhap- 
fody  of  unintelligible  revelations,    as  they  are  called  moft  ab- 
furdly.     It  is   much  more  probable,  and  more  for  the  honor 
of  the  evangelift,  as  well  as  of  chriftianity,  to  believe  that  they 
were  compofed  by  Cerinthus,    by  a  vifionary  of  the  fame 
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name  as  that  of  the  apoftle,  or  by  fome  other  enthufiaft.     They 
were  not  admitted  into  the  canon  at  Laodicea,  nor  would  have 
been  ever  admitted  to  difgrace  it,  if  Justin,   Irenaeus,   Ori- 
gen,  and  Tertullian,  in  whom  the  love  of  myftery  was  a  kind 
of  delirium,  and  after  their  example  feveral  of  the  other  fathers, 
had  not  crowded  them  into  the  canon  by  receiving  them  as  ca- 
nonical.    The  anecdote  I  am  about  to  produce  will  fhew  how 
far  St.  John  was,   tho  his  gofpel  gave  him  the  title  of  the  the- 
ologian,  from  multiplying  and  propagating  myfteries,  and  how 
he  retained  that  character  of  plainnefs  and  fimplicity,  which  he 
had  acquired  in  the  fchool  of  his  divine  mafter.     Domitian 
dead,  and  Nerva  emperor,  the  holy  evangelift  returned  to  his 
church  at  Ephefus,  threefcore  years  after  the  death  of  Jesus. 
Not  only  the  gofpcls,  his  own  among  the  reft,  which  it  is  laid 
that  he  writ  at  the  defire  of  his  people  as  foon  as  he  returned 
to  them ;   but  even  the  epiftles  were  then  writ,    and  the  fyftem 
of  chriftianity  had  taken,  in  moft  of  the  churches  at  leaft,  the 
form  which  Paul  had  given  it.      If  the  good  old  man,  feeble 
and  decrepit,   was  unable  to  make  long  fermons,    it  appeared 
that  he  did  not  think  them  very  neceflary  neither  ;  for  when  he 
ipoke  in  the  public  affemblies,    the  fum  of  what  he  faid  was, 
children  love  one  another.     The  people   of  Ephefus,    where 
Paul  had  been,  where  he  boafted  that  he    had   fought  with 
beafts  after  the  manner  of  men,    where  he  had  certainly  made 
long  and  myftical  difcourfes,  were  difappointed  and  diflatisfied 
with  the  fuccincT:  and    plain   doctrine   of  their   bifhop;     but 
when  they  expoftulated  with  him  upon   it,    they  had  a  very 
fhort  and  deciiive  anfwer,  this  the  Lord  commands:    and   if 
you  do  this,    it  is  fufficient.     He  fpoke  to  men  who  believed 
already  in  Jesus  the  Meiliah,     and  in  all  that  he  had  juft  be- 
fore recorded  in  the  gofpel  he  publifhed  at  their  requeft,  after 
his  return  from  Pathmos.     Whatever  others  might  think,    he 
thought  that  the  gofpel  wanted  no  further  explanations,    nor 
Vol.  IV.  T  t  extenfi- 
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extensions,  and  contented  himfelf  therefore  to  recal  to  their 
memory,  on  every  occafion,  that  fundamental  article  of  the 
law  of  nature,  and  the  law  of  the  gofpel,  univerfal  bene- 
volence. 

The  character  of  St.  John  was  not  that  of  St.  Paul.  One 
had  been  formed  in  the  bofom  of  Jesus ;  called  to  be  a  difci- 
ple,  and  commiffioned  to  be  an  apoftle,  inftructed  by  the 
doctrine  and  example  of  his  mailer.  He  had,  like  Peter 
and  the  reft,  no  other  fcience,  and  what  that  was  the  four 
evangelifts  tell  us.  Paul,  on  the  contrary,  had  been  educat- 
ed in  the  fchools  of  the  law,  fuch  as  the  law  was  become  in 
thofe  days,  when  oral  tradition,  cabaliftical  myfteries,  and 
fcraps  of  pythagorician,  platonic,  and  even  ftoician  doctrines, 
had  been  blended  with  it,  and  compofed  the  moft  extravagant 
fyftems  of  philofophy  and  religion.  The  mailers  of  all  this 
learning  were  the  pharifees,  whole  feet  began  probably  two 
hundred  years  before  Christ,  and  was  in  the  higheft  reputa- 
tion when  he  came  into  the  world.  Of  this  feet  was  Paul  ; 
and  he  continued  in  it  till  he  was  about  forty  years  old,  pro- 
fiting in  the  religion  of  the  Jews  above  many  of  his  equals 

exceedingly  zealous    of    the  traditions    of  his  fathers and 

perfecuting  the  church  of  God  *.  After  this,  he,  who  had 
refilled  fo  many  miracles,  was  converted  by  a  miracle,  which 
he  and  his  amanuensis  Luke  have  related.  He  was  called 
by  God  himfelf  in  a  great  light,  which  was  always  underflood 
to  denote  fome  divine  prefence,  to  be  an  apoftle,  a  chofen  vef- 
fel,  replenifhed  with  gifts  of  the  holy  ghoil,  and  overflowing 
with  grace.  His  peculiar  deftination  was  to  preach  Christ, 
whom  God  had  revealed  in  him,  among  the  heathen :  and  this 
he  began  to  do  immediately,  for  being  made  an  apoftle  by  a 
diftinct  commiilion  from  the  reft,  he  conferred  not  with  flefh 

*  Epift.  to  the  Gal.  chap.  i. 
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and  blood,  nor  went  up  to  Jerufalem  to  them  whieh  were 
apoftles  before  him,  but  preaeJied  as  fbon  as  his  eyes  were 
opened,  as  he  had  received  the  imposition  of  hands,  and  as 
he  had  been  baptifed,  by  virtue  of  a  particular  infpiration, 
that  gofpel  of  which  lie  fpeaks  to  the  Galatians  with  lb  much 
confidence,  that  he  pronounces  every  one  who  mould  preach  any 
thing  different  from  it,  himfelf,  an  angel  from  heaven,  and 
therefore  moft  certainly  even  the  other  apoftles,  accurfed.  It 
was  not  till  three  years  after  his  journey  into  Arabia,  and  his 
return  to  Damafcus,  that  he  went  to  Jerufalem,  where  he 
communicated  privately  to  them,  which  were  of  reputation, 
the  gofpel  he  preached  to  the  Gentiles;  for  he  might  want 
their  approbation,  tho  he  did  not  want  their  information  nor 
advice :  and  this  he  obtained  fo  far,  that  they  gave  him  and 
Barnabas  the  right  hand  of  fellowfhip,  that  thefe  two  mould 
preach  the  gofpel  to  the  Gentiles,  and  they,  that  is,  the  other 
apoftles,  to  the  children  of  Ifrael. 

This  fhort  deduction  of  facts,  taken  from  St.  Paul's  own 
account  of  himfelf,  and  in  which  he  allured  the  Galatians  before 
God  that  he  lied  not,  may  ferve  to  introduce  an  obfervation 
touched  upon  already,  and  more  eafily  made  than  explained. 
In  the  laft  chapter  of  his  epiftle  to  the  Romans,  he  calls  the 
gofpel  he  preached,  my  gofpel;  which  expreflion  he  cannot 
be  fuppofed  to  have  ufed,  fays  Mr.  Locke  in  his  note  on  the 
paflage  very  juftly,  unlefs  he  knew  that  what  he  preached  had 
fomething  in  it,  that  diftinguifhed  it  from  what  was  preached 
by  others.  But  what  that  was  we  are  left  by  this  able  com- 
mentator to  feek*  It  was  not  plainly,  what  he  fays  it  was  plain- 
ly, the  myftery  of  God's  purpole  of  taking  in  the  Gentiles  to 

be  his  people and  without  fubjecting  them  to  circumcifi- 

on,  or  the  law  of  Moses.  II  this  myftery,  fo  inconfiftent  with 
the  declarations  and  practice  of  Jesus,  was  revealed  to  Paul, 

T  t  2  it 
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it  was  revealed  to  the  apoftles  too,  fince  they  preached  and 
published  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation  indifferently  to  Jews  and 
Gentiles ;  in  doing  which  had  this  myftery  been  revealed  to  him 
exclusively  of  them,  they  would  have  been  apoftles  of  Paul 
in  this  inftance,  rather  than  of  Christ.  If  the  exemption  of 
the  gentile  converts  from  circumcifion,  and  other  obfervances 
of  the  mofaical  law,  was  the  myftery,  the  myftery  was  explain- 
ed by  the  decree  of  the  council  of  Jerufalem  ;  by  which  no- 
thing more  was  required  of  the  Gentiles,  than  to  abftain  from 
idolatry,  or  meats  offered  to  idols,  from  fornication,  and  from 
blood.  St.  Paul  affumed,  indeed,  that  not  only  the  vocation 
of  the  Gentiles,  but  this  exemption  in  favor  of  them  and  of  the 
Jews  too,  were  myfteries  revealed  particularly  to  him.  It  is 
evident,  however,  that  the  other  apoftles  and  the  elders  looked 
on  it  as  no  myftery  at  all,  and  that  they  treated  it  as  a  matter 
of  difcipline :  fo  that  a  queftion  may  arife,  whether  St.  Paul 
was,  what  the  pope  pretends  to  be,  above  the  council,  or  the 
council  above  him.  The  apoftles  had  given  no  directions  to 
innft,  that  the  Gentiles  mould,  or  fhould  not,  fubmit  to  cir- 
cumcinon,  and  to  the  yoaks  of  the  law,  which  St.  Peter  fcru- 
ples  not  to  fay,  in  his  fpeech  on  that  occalion,  were  fo  heavy, 
that  "  neither  they  nor  their  fathers  were  able  to  bear  them  *." 
In  a  word,  by  the  opinion  St.  James  delivered,  and  by  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  decree,  it  is  manifeft,  that  the  miftaken 
zeal  for  the  law,  which  fome  of  the  Jews  retained  after  their 
converfion,  and  perhaps  the  immoderate  zeal  of  St.  Paul  for 
an  immediate  and  total  abolition  of  it,  had  given  rife  to  this 
difpute,  and  that  it  was  determined  not  as  a  point  on  which 
the  divine  purpofe  had  been  revealed  to  Paul,  or  anyone  elfe, 
but  according  to  what  has  been  juft  now  faid,  as  a  point  of 
difcipline  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  apoftles  and  elders,  whole 
Cole  regard  was  to  prevent  any  fchifm  in  a  church  hardly  yet 

*  A&s  chap.  xv. 
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formed,  and  who  for  that  reafon,  whilft  they  indulged  the 
Jews  in  citcumciiion  and  other  ritual  obfervances  of  their  Jaw, 
exempted  the  Gentiles  from  the  far  greateft  and  heavieft  part  of 
them. 

But  there  is  fomething  more  to  be  obferved.  If  the  purpofe 
of  God  was  to  take  the  Gentiles  to  be  his  people  under  the 
Mefliah  in  this  manner,  if  their  abftaining  from  jewifh  rites 
and  ceremonies  was  a  pofitive  law  of  God  under  the  new  co- 
venant, as  the  abftaining  from  idolatry  was  both  under  the  new 
and  under  the  old,  how  came  it  to  pafs,  that  the  Mefliah  him- 
felf  gave  no  inftruction  about  it  to  his  apoftles,  when  he  fent 
them  to  preach  his  gofpel  to  all  nations,  and,  as  we  may  fay, 
to  people  his  kingdom,  which  they  did  chiefly  out  of  the  gen- 
tile world  ?  Why  was  the  revelation  of  this  important  myftery, 
fo  neceftary  to  be  publifhed  at  the  very  firft  publication  of  the 
gofpel,  if  it  was  the  eternal  purpofe  of  God,  or  elfe  not  ne- 
ceflary  at  all,  referved  for  St.  Paul,  who  was  then  a  perfecu- 
tor,  not  a  preacher  of  the  gofpel,  and  whofe  apoftlefhip  did 
not  begin  before  the  converfions  ?  Shall  we  fay  that  this  eternal 
purpofe  of  the  father  was  unknown  to  the  fon  ?  We  fhall  blaf- 
pheme  if  we  do.  Shall  we  fay  that  it  was  known  to  him,  but 
that  he  neglected  to  communicate  it  to  the  firft  preachers  of  his 
gofpel,  and  gave  them  imperfect  inftruclions  ?  The  profana- 
tion will  be  little  lefs.  Thefe  queftions,  and  fome  others  of  the 
fame  kind,  will  not  be  eafily  anfwered,  unlefs  it  be  by  men 
who  are  never  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  the  abfurdities  that  they 
impute  to  the  divine  conduct,  by  fuppoflng  it  directed  accord- 
ing to  fuch  partialities  as  are  proportioned  to  the  lownefs  of 
their  minds :  but  the  pertnefs,  not  to  fay  the  impudence,  of 
thefe  men  deferving  no  regard,  we  muft  feek  another  folution 
of  the  difficulty,  and  endeavor  to  find  what  it  was  that  dif- 
tinguifhed  St.  Paul  in  this  refpect  from  the  other  apoftles, 

and 
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and  gave  him  a  reafon  for  calling  the  gofpel  he  preached  his 
own  gofpel. 

Some  folution  of  this  fort  may  occur  to  us,  perhaps,  if  we 
reflect  on  what  was  mentioned  above  concerning  the  difference 
between  the  manner  in  which  St.  Paul  preached  the  gofpel, 
and  that  of  the  other  apoftles ;  which  difference  marks  very 
ftrongly  the  different  fchools  wherein  they  had  been  inftructed, 
and  had  formed  the  habits  that  characterifed  them,   the  fchool 
of  Christ  and  the  fchool  of  Gamaliel.     From  one  of  thefe 
the  apoftles  had  brought  great  modefty  and  gentlenefs  of  tem- 
per, a  fhort,  familiar,  and  fimple  ftyle,  like  that  of  their  Lord 
and  mafter.     From  the  other  St.  Paul  carried  into  the  apoftle- 
fhip,  with  a  great  ftock  of  jewifh  learning,    a  great  deal  of 
that  afliiming  air  which  is  apt  to  accompany  much  learning, 
or  the  opinion  of  it :    and   accordingly  we  find  him  obliged 
more  than  once  in  his  epiftles  to  excufe  his  boafting,  and  the 
value  he  fet  on  himfelf,   by  fuch  humble  exprefiions  as  a  man 
who  had  not  been  full  of  the  holy  ghoft  might,  in  his  cafe, 
have  taken  a  pride  in  ufing.     He  carried  with   him  likewife, 
from  the  pharifaical  fchools,  a  great  profufion  of  words,  and 
of  involved   unconne&ed  difcourfe,     even   on   thofe    fubjefts 
which  required  to  be  the  moft  clearly  and  diftinctly  developed, 
if  they  were  to  be  infifted  upon  at  all,  and  not  to  be  palled 
over  in  filence  rather,  or  touched  very  tranfiently,  as  they  had 
been  by  the  other  apoftles.      The  other  apoftles  were  all  evan- 
gelifts,  that  is,  they  were  publifhers  of  the  glad  tydings  of  fal- 
vation:   they  declared  to  the  world  that  the  kingdom  of  the 
Mefliah,  that  is,  the  fpiritual  kingdom,  was  begun,   and  they 
taught  men  the  indifpenfable  conditions  of  belief  and  practice, 
in  order  to  be  admitted  into  it.     Farther  than  was  neceffary  to 
this  purpofe,  they  did  not  affect  to  carry  their  do&rines.     They 
meaned  to  convince,  not  to  perplex  the  minds  of  men.     They 

knew 
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knew  that  by  doing  the  laft,  they  mould  obftruct  the  firft  ; 
or  mould  give  great  advantage  to  the  falfe  doctors  that  weic 
arifen,  and  were  to  arife  to  corrupt  chriftianity.  St.  Paul 
was  a  loofe  paraphrafer,  a  cabaliftical  commentator,  as  much 
at  leaft  as  any  antient  or  modern  rabbin ;  and  tho  his  gofpel 
was,  in  the  fundamental  principles  of  it,  the  fame  as  theirs, 
yet  he  mingled  it  up  with  fo  much  of  his  own  theology,  that  he 
might  not  improperly,  and  in  one  fenfe,  call  it  his  own,  and 
that  we  may  call  him  the  father  of  artificial  theology.  Not 
content  to  reveal  myfterious  truths  in  propofitions  whofe  terms 
were  intelligible,  tho  the  manner  of  being  of  thefe  truths  was 
ftill  a  myftery,  which  is  no  objection  to  the  belief  of  any  thing 
contained  in  a  revelation  once  proved  to  be  divine,  he  ampli- 
fied them,  defcanted  upon  them,  opened  the  whole  oeconomy 
of  divine  wifdom  from  Adam  to  Christ,  and  accounted  for 
the  feveral  difpenfations  of  God  to  man.  The  original  gofpel, 
fuch  as  the  other  apoftles  preached  it,  was  a  plain  fyftem  of 
belief  and  practice,  fitted  for  all  times,  and  proportioned  to  all 
understandings.  St.  Paul's  gofpel,  if  it  may  be  faid  to  be  fitted 
as  much  as  the  others  for  all  times,  of  which  I  doubt,  cannot 
be  faid  to  be  proportioned  to  all  underftandings.  It  is  evident- 
ly not  fo  to  the  underftandings  of  the  deepeft  divines,  and 
the  moft  fubtile  metaphyficians ;  fince  they  have  been  wrang- 
ling about  it  from  that  time  to  this,  and  have  eftabliflied 
the  moft  oppofite  doctrines  on  the  fame  texts,  to  the  breach  of 
all  charity,  and  the  difturbance  of  the  chriftian  world  *. 

It 


*  I  will  mention  a  little  more  fully,  in  this  note,  what  I  omitted  in  the  text. 
All  that  is  faid  there,  is  faid  relatively  to  received  interpretations  and  opinions,  fuch 
as  Mr.  Locke  would  have  admitted,  and  were  therefore  proper  to  be  followed  in  rea- 
foning  againft  him.  But  if  I  am  to  fpeak  my  own  opinion  •,  the  matter  in  queftion 
may  be  decided  more  (hortly,  and  on  the  whole  more  conliftently.  St.  Paul  then 
might  very  well  talk  of  his  gofpel,  even  in  contradiftindlion  to  that  of  Christ  ; 
fince  he  taught  feveral  doctrines  which  had  no  foundation  in  that  of  Christ,  and 

others, 
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It  may  be  faid  that  fome  paffages  in  the  four  gofpels,  and 
even  fome  expreilions  of  Christ  recorded  in  them,  have  been 
liable  to  various  interpretations,  and  have  produced  fuch  dis- 
putes and  contefb  as  thefe  which  I  afcribe  to  the  writings  of 
St.  Paul.  But  altho  this  be  undoubtedly  true,  the  difference 
between  the  original  gofpel,  and  that  of  St.  Paul,  is  very  real, 
and  very  manifeft.  One  is  a  plain  and  clear  fyftem  of  religion, 
with  here  and  there  a  doubtful  phrafe  that  cafts  no  obfcurity 
on  the  reft.  The  other  is  an  intricate  and  dark  fyftem,  with 
here  and  there  an  intelligible  phrafe  that  cafts  no  light  on  the 
reft,  but  is  rather  loft  in  the  gloom  of  the  whole.  By  faith  I 
may  believe,  but  by  faith  I  cannot  underftand.  A  proportion, 
the  terms  of  which  are  unintelligible,  is  an  abfolute  myftery  : 
to  fay  that  we  are  bound  to  believe  myfteries  in  this  fenfe  is  it- 
felf  nonfenfe  ;  to  fay  we  do  believe  them  is  a  lie.  But  a  pro- 
portion, the  terms  of  which  are  intelligible,  may  be  an  obje6t 
of  faith,  tho  we  underftand  by  it  nothing  more  than  the  terms ; 
when  it  is  fupported,  as  was  faid  above,   by  divine  authority, 

others,  as  I  have  faid,  that  were  directly  repugnant  both  to  the  word  and  example 
of  the  Mefllah.     Christ  profeffed  judaifm,  and  declared  hirnfelf  fent  to  the  Jews 
alone,  and  not  even  to  the  Samaritans,  fo  pofitively,  that  when  he  commiffioned 
his  apoitles,  he  may  be,  and,  to  make  him  confiftent,  ought  to  be  underftood  to 
have  meaned  no  more,  than  to  fend  them  to  the  Jews  difperfed  in  all  nations.     St. 
Paul,  on  the  contrary,  inftead  of  grafting  chriftianity  on  judaifm,  infifted  on  an 
entire  abolition  of  the  latter ;  to  which,  however,  he  had  conformed  mod  hypo- 
critically on  more  occafions  than  one ;  and  his  doctrine  became,    not  at  once,  but 
in  time,  the  doctrine  of  the  chriftian  church.     This  may  appear  ftrange  to  thofe 
who  read,  without  a  free  confederation  of  what  they  read :  and  it  will  appear  ftill 
more  ftrange  to  them  to  find  a  pagan  emperor,  and  a  great  enemy  both  of  Jews  and 
Chriftians,  introduced  as  an  inftrument  appointed  by  God  to  accompliih  his  fecret 
defigns  in  confirming  the  doctrine  of  St.  Paul's  gofpel ;  and  yet  Adrian  is  fo  in- 
troduced by  Suli'icius  Severus;  for  he  fays,  that  the  chriftian  church  at  Jerufa- 
lem  having  had  till  that  time  none  but  Jews  in  the  epifcopal  chair,  and  the  greateft 
part  of  the  faithful  there  believing  in  Jesus  Christ  without  departing  from  the  le- 
gal ceremonies,  that  edict  of  Adrian,  which  hindered  Jews  from  going  to  Jcrufa- 
lem  was  of  great  ufe  to  chriftianity  •,  by  which  we  muft  underftand  the  chriftianity  of 
St.  Paul's  gofpel,  and  not  that  of  Christ's. 

nay 
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nay  often  when  it  is  fupported  only  by  human.     A  man,  upon 
whofe  knowledge  and  fincerity  I  ought  to  depend,  reveals  to 
me  a  few  mathematical  truths,  which,  in  certain  circumftances, 
it  is  neceflary  I  mould  know,  and  troubles  me  neither  with  the 
demonftrations  which  I  might  not  be  able  to  comprehend,  nor 
with  many  corollaries  to  be  drawn  from  them  which  I  do  not 
want.     Another,   the  fcholar  of  the  firft,  and  of  lefs  authority 
than  his  mafter,  brings  me  a  paper  filled  with  diagrams,  and 
letters  and  figures,  which  he  afTures  me  contains  demonftra- 
tions of  the  former  truths,  and  explanations  of  feveral  corolla- 
ries deducible   from   them.      I   underftand    neither.      Thofe 
whom  I  confult  appear  to  underftand  them  as  little  as  my- 
felf,     by  their  difputes   about  the  meaning  of  them.      The 
truths  which  were  clear  and  fufficient  for  me  in  fimple  pro- 
portions,   as    I    received  them  firft,    are  involved  in  myfte- 
ry ;     and    then   incoherent,  figurative  difcourfe  thickens  the 
cloud. 


Let  any  man  read  the  epiftles   we   have   of  this   apoftle's 
writing,  after  he  has  read  the  gofpels ;  let  him  read  the  former* 
as  he  would  read  any  other  books  of  philofophy  or  theology ; 
let  him  call  in  Mr.  Locke  to  his  afliftance,  who  has  fucceeded 
better,  perhaps,  than  any  other  expofitor,  by  happier  conjec- 
tures, and  no  greater  licence  of  paraphrafe,  in  giving  an  air  of 
coherence,  confiftency,  and  rationality  to  thefe  epiftles,  and  in 
making  them  intelligible :   fuch  a  man  will  not  be  able,  after 
all  his  pains,  to  fhew  any  one  myftery  that  is  left  unfolded  in 
the  concife  language  of  the  gofpel  taught  by  Christ  and  his 
apoftles,    that  has  been  rendered  lefs  myfterious  by  the  pro- 
lixity of  St.  Paul.     St.  Paul  rather  doubles  myftery  than  fim- 
plifies  it,  if  I  may  fay  fo,  and  adds  every  where  a  myftery  of 
words  to  a  myftery  of  things.     That  they  who  have,  fince  his 
time,    and  after  his  example,  grafted  theology  on  revelation, 

Vol.  IV.  U  u  extended 
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extended  the  doctrines  of  it,  explained  and  applied  the  pro- 
phecies, types  and  figures,  invented  new  ones  of  every  fort, 
and  railed  a  variety  of  difcord  and  fyffems  on  the  fame  fimple 
and  uniform  plan,  fhould  be  for  the  moft  part  very  little  in- 
telligible is  not  wonderful.  He,  who  has  clear  and  diftinct 
ideas  in  his  mind,  will  write  clearly  and  diftinctly  :  and  the 
author  who  puzzles  an  attentive  reader  is  firff.  puzzled  himfelf, 
how  common  foever  it  be,  in  the  fcience  we  fpeak  of  here  par- 
ticularly, to  fee  thofe  admired  the  moft  who  are  the  leaft  un- 
derftood.  That  has  been  the  cafe  of  thefe  men.  They  have 
pretended  to  inftrucl  others  on  fubjects,  on  which  it  was  im- 
poflible  they  fhould  have  clear  and  diftinct  ideas,  or  indeed 
any  ideas  at  all.  But  that  St.  Paul  mould  write  confufedly  and 
unintelligibly,  he  who  was  illuminated  by  the  holy  ghoffc,  that 
he  might  enlighten  the  Gentiles,  and  he  who  received  all  he 
taught  by  immediate  revelation,  muft  be  always  a  problem  not 
eafy  to  refolve.      "  He  was,  it  is  faid,  a  man  of  quick  thought 

"  and  warm  temper verfed  in  the  writings  of  the  old 

"  teftament,    full  of  the  doctrines  of  the  new fo  that 

"  one  may  confider  him,  when  he  was  writing,  as  befet  with  a 
"  crowd  of  thoughts,  all  ffriving  for  utterance  *."  But  are  we 
not  to  confider  him  too,  when  he  was  writing,  as  a  man  un- 
der the  influence  of  actual  infpiration  ?  And  was  not  divine  in- 
fpiration  fufficient  to  keep  him  from  falling  into  thofe  faults, 
want  of  order  and  perfpicuity,  into  which  none  but  the 
meaneft  oi  uninfpired  writers  are  apt  to  fall  ?  Mr.  Locke 
fhould  have  thought  fo,  fince  St.  Paul  fays,  that  the  fpirits  of 
the  prophets  are  fubject  to  the  prophets  f  :   and  he  in  his  para- 

phrafe,  that  Chriftians,  however  filled  with  the  holy  ghoft 

are  not  hurried  away  by  any  compulfion.  A  neglect  of  elo- 
quence, and  the  ornaments  of  fpeech,  became  an  apoftle. 
But  it  is  hard  to  difcern  how  a  neglect  of  order  and  perfpicuity 

*  Locke's  preface  to  his  paraphrafe  &c.  -f  i  Cor.  c.  iv. 
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mould  be  apoftolical,  fincc  the  defign  of  fuch  a  minion  is  to 
inftrucl:  and  to  convince. 


SECTION     X. 

After  faying  fo  much  of  the  unintelligibility  of  Paul's 
gofpel,  truth  authorifes  me  to  add,  that  where  it  is  intelligible 
it  is  often  abfurd,  or  profane,  or  trifling.  Is  not  the  doclrine 
of  paflive  obedience,  which  he  teaches,  moft  intelligibly  ab- 
furd ?  Is  not  that  of  abfolute  predefHnation  moft  intelligibly 
profane  ?  Is  not  one  of  them  repugnant  to  common  fenfe  ? 
Is  not  the  other  as  repugnant  to  all  the  ideas  of  God's  moral 
perfections  ?  Would  not  either  of  them  be  fufficient  to  fhake 
the  credit  even  of  Christ's  gofpel,  if  they  were  contained  in 
it? 


But  it  remains  that  I  give  an  inftance  of  the  moft  intelligi- 
ble trifling  that  we  find  in  this  gofpel,  and  this  inftance  will 
lead  us  to  obferve  in  what  manner  chriftianity  was  taught  and 
propagated  by  the  firft  converts  to  it  in  their  public  aflemblies, 
and  how  eafily  extenfions  of  it,  or  engraftments  on  it  might  be 
made.  We  hear  much  of  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  fpirit 
that  were  beftowed  on  thefe  converts,  fuch  as  prophefying, 
working  miracles,  and  fpeaking  in  unknown  tongues,  which 
are  enumerated,  with  feveral  others,  by  St.  Paul  in  the  twelfth 
chapter  of  his  firft  epiftle  to  the  Corinthian  profelytes.  The 
laft  of  thefe  gifts  belonged  more  properly  to  thofe  who  were 
defigned  to  be  miflionaries  of  the  gofpel,  that  they  might  be 
able  to  convert  unbelievers  more  effedtually  in  their  difperfion 
over  different  countries.  But  where  churches  were  eftabli/hed, 
St.  Paul  *  prefers  the  ufe  of  the  language  of  the  place,  diflikes 


*  1  Cor.  c.  iv. 
U  U    2 
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the  affectation  of  ufing  any  other,  and  indulges  it  only  when 
there  is  an  interpreter  at  hand.  The  gift  of  prophecy,  by 
which  he  intends  not  only  prediction,  but  ringing  of  pfalms  and 
teaching  the  doclxines  of  religion  in  their  public  afTemblies,  is 
that  to  which  he  affigns  the  firft  place.  Now  this  gift  every 
one  might  exercife,  even  the  women.  They  are  ordered,  indeed, 
by  fome  paffages,  to  keep  filence  in  the  churches  *,  and  if  they 
will  know  any  thing,  to  afk  their  hufbands  at  home  f  :  and  yet 
it  is  plain,  by  other  pafiages  of  the  fame  epiftle,  that  they  were 
allowed  to  propriety,  as  it  is  called,  and  that  they  did  fo  before 
the  congregations.  This  apparent  contradiction  is  reconciled 
by  armming,  that  tho  they  were  not  on  every  ordinary  occa- 
fion  to  act.  the  part  of  teachers  and  inftruciors,  yet  they  were 
not  debarred  from  it,  when  by  any  extraordinary  motion 
and  impulfe  of  the  fpirit  they  were  determined  to  exercife 
this  function.  The  only  difpute  was,  whether  they  mould 
exercife  it  covered  or  uncovered :  and  this  material  point  was 
decided  by  St.  Paul.  He  let  the  Corinthians,  among  whom 
this  difpute  had  arifen,  know,  "  that  the  head  of  every  man 
<{  is  Christ,  and  the  head  of  the  woman  is  the  man,  and  the 

"  head  of  Christ  is  God" from  whence  he  concludes 

that  a  man,    "  who  is  the  image  and  glory  of  God 

"  having  his  head  covered,  difrionoreth  his  head  ;"  but  that  a 
woman,  "  who  is  the  glory  of  the  man,  with  her  head  unco- 
"  vered  difhonoreth  her  head ;  for  that  is  all  one  as  if  fhe 
"  were  fhaven  §."  This  argumentation  may  not  appear  very 
conclusive,  nor  indeed  very  intelligible,  to  us ;  but  it  was  both, 
I  doubt  not,  to  the  Corinthians,  and  in  all  cafes  it  ferves  to 
mew  that  both  fexes  had  their  revelations,  and  a  right  to  pub- 
lifh  them. 

*  i  Cor.  c.  xiv.  f  Ik  c*  »*  $  Ik 
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The  apoftle  *  proceeds  afterwards  to  give  directions  for  keep- 
ing better  order  in  the  public  aflemblies,  which  were  held 
with  great  confufion,  whilft  every  one  was  impatient  to  mew 
his  gifts,  and  they  could  not  flay  to  do  it  one  by  one.  Evert 
thefe  directions  left  room  for  fome  confulion  ftill.  Two  or 
three  might  prophefy  at  the  fame  meeting,  one  after  another, 
and  the  reft  of  the  congregation  were  to  judge  ;  which  not  on- 
ly begat  debate,  but  caufed  interruptions,  that  ufually  beget  al- 
tercation. That -this  muft  have  happened  we  may  afTure  our- 
felves,  fince  by  one  of  the  rules  St.  Paul  prefcribes,  if  any  thing 
was  revealed  to  a  fitter-by,  the  fpeaker  was  to  hold  his  peace. 
Simon  the  magician  would  have  bought  the  power  of  beft ow- 
ing the  gifts  of  the  holy  ghoft  by  the  imposition  of  his  hands, 
as  he  faw  them  beft  owed  by  Peter  and  John  ;  and  Simon  had 
embraced  chriftianity,  and  had  been  baptifed.  In  an  age,  there- 
fore, when  a  communication  of  thefe  gifts  was  efteemed  fo 
common  and  fo  eafily  given,  it  could  not  but  be,  that  multi- 
tudes thought  they  had  fome  or  more  of  thefe  gifts,  and  efpe- 
cially  that  of  prophefying,  and  that,  as  fome  imagined  pioufly, 
they  had  infpirations  when  they  had  them  not ;  fo  others,  even 
this  magician,  tho  the  apoftles  had  rejected  his  offer,  affected 
impioufly  to  have  them.  It  could  not  be  hard  to  pafe  falfe  re- 
velations on  a  world,  on  whom  it  was  fo  eafy  to  pafs  falfe  mira- 
cles; which  this  very  Simon,  and  other  fuppofed  magicians,, 
and  real  impoftors,  did  very  frequently. 

This  opinion  of  divine  illuminations  and  revelations  being 
once  eftablifhed,  an  abftrufe  theology  being  once  grafted  on 
the  plain  doctrines  which  the  gofpel  taught,  and  an  example 
being  fet  of  extending  the  fyftem  beyond  its  native  Simplicity 
by  collecting  paflages  here  and  there,  and  by  comparing  and 

*  i  Cor.  chap.  xiv. 
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applying  them  in  a  cabaliftical  manner,  even  according  to  the 
found  very  often,  rather  than  the  import  of  the  words,  the 
natural  confequences  did  not  fail;  to  follow  among  the  illiterate 
and  fuperftitious  Jews  and  Gentiles,  who  were'  the  flrft  con- 
verts to  chriflianity.  I  need  not  ftay  to  point  out  thefe  confe- 
quences. Hiftory  antient  and  modern  does  that  fumciently,, 
and  even  our  own  experience  in  fome  degree.  Every  man, 
who  has  heard  of  the  language  and  behaviour  of  men  pofleiTed 
with  fanaticifm,  may  point  them  out  to  himfelf.  But  enthu- 
fiafm,  fuperflition,  and  the  abufe  of  religion  were  not  con- 
fined to  the  moft  illiterate.  A  multitude  of  new  doctors 
arofe,  all  of  whom  pretended  to  have  divine  knowledge,  and 
fome  to  be  divine  perfons.  A  multitude  of  dodtors  formed  a 
multitude  of  feels  :  the  followers  of  Simon  the  magician, 
as  he  was  thought  by  thofe  who  were  no  conjurers  themfelves, 
the  difciples  of  Carpocras  and  of  Cerinthus,  of  Cerdon, 
Marcion,  and  foon  after  thefe  of  Manes,  the  Nicholases,  the 
Valentinians,  and  many  others ;  for  they  grew  up  apace. 

These  men  had  the  old  teftament  and  feveral  golpels  and  fe- 
veral  apoftolical  epiftles  before  them,  for  no  canon  of  fcripture 
was  yet  fettled,  nor  till  more  than  three  centuries  afterwards ; 
tho  it  may  feem  not  a  little  extraordinary  that  this  mould  have 
been  negledled,  whilft  the  tradition*  that  could  alone  eftablim 
the  authenticity  of  thefe  writings,  was  frefh  enough  to  be  itfelf 
authentic.  The  writings,  however,  that  paffed  all  for  authentic, 
in  fome  or  other  of  the  christian  churches,  thefe  men  had. 
Nay  fome  of  them  had  been  hearers  of  the  apoftles,  and  had 
^egun  to  dogmatife  at  the  fame  time.  Neither  they  nor  their 
.ucceffors  had  the  fame  fpirit.  But  they  amimed  the  fame  li- 
berty, and  by  adding  allegory  to  allegory,  type  to  type,  myfte- 
ry  to  myilery,  and  one  arbitrary  interpretation  to  another,  chri- 
ftianity became  a  confufed  chaos  of  theology.  Such  it  conti- 
nued 
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nued  long,  and  fuch  it  is,  in  fomc  degree,  even  now ;  for  tho 
many  of  the  fyftems  that  were  formed  out  of  it,  and  that  were 
coeval  with  it,  wore  out  in  the  fpace  of  three  or  four  centuries, 
many  others  fprung  up  from  the  fame  feeds,  and  were  nurfed 
into  maturity  and  ftrength  by  the  fame  culture.  Nay  fomc  of 
the  fame  feeds  produce  now  and  then,  even  at  this  day,  and  in 
our  own  country,  a  feeble  weed  or  two  in  the  vineyard  of  the 
Lord.  Some  of  the  churches,  which  were  eftablifhcd  by  the 
apoftlcs  or  their  immediate  fucceflbrs,  and  which  maintained  a 
charitable  correfpondence  together,  might  maintain  likewife, 
for  ought  we  know,  with  greater  purity  of  manners,  a  great- 
er purity  of  doctrine.  But  we  mult  not  believe,  on  the  firft 
head,  that  they  who  diilented  from  them,  and  were  therefore 
called  heretics  by  them,  fell  into  fuch  abominations  as  have 
been  reprefented  by  Ir'enaeus,  Tertullian,  Epiphanius,  and 
other  fathers,  who  were  very  choleric,  very  foul-mouthed,  and 
often  guilty  of  fcandalous  exaggeration!  A  charge  that  may 
be  brought  with  the  more  confidence,  fince  it  is  fupported  by 
their  own  writings  that  are  extant,  and  by  men  of  the  greater!: 
authority  in  ecclefiaftical  literature ;  and  fince  it  can  be  neither 
denied,  evaded,  nor  excufed  by  thofe  who  aire  the  leaf!  willing 
to  own  it.  As  we  muft  not  believe  all  that  the  fathers  advance 
on  this  head,  lb  muft  we  not  believe  on  the  other,  as  many 
good  people  feem  to  do,  that  the  primitive  Chriftians  had  an 
uniform  plan  of  theology,  explained  as  we  explain  it,  and  un- 
derftood  as  we  underftand  it.  The  fyftem  fwelled  infeniibly 
falter  among  fome,  more  flowly  among  others:  and  they 
feemed  to  agree  much  better  than  they  did  in  reality,  as  it 
appeared  when  criticifm  came  in  fafhion,  and  they  were  ob- 
liged to  exprefs  themfelves  with  more  precifion  concerning  the 
principal  articles  of  their  faith. 
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SECTION     XL 

All  thefe  feds  may  be  comprehended  under  the  general 
name  of  gnoftics,  or  learned  and  illuminated.     At   firft    they 
affe&ed  to  have  it  thought,  that  they  alone  were  both  one  and 
the  other,  and  to  defpife  fuch  as  could  not  difcover   all  they 
pretended  to  difcover  of  the  hidden  fenfe   of  the  fcriptures, 
and  of  the  myfteries  of  chriftianity.     But  the  orthodox  grew, 
in  time,  as  much  gnoftics  as  others:  and  we  fee  that  Clement 
of  Alexandria  *  thought  it  neceffary  to  be  fo,    in  order  to  be 
truly  religious.     Illumination,  and  the  gifts  of  the  fpirit,  ferved 
to  eftablifh  this  chriftianity  :    but  philofophy,  and  the  fciences, 
were  of  ufe  to  confirm  and  improve  it.     No  ages  nor  countries 
could  be  more  prepared  to  adopt  every  theological  and  meta- 
physeal notion,   even  the  moft  extravagant  and  leaft  intelligible, 
than  thofe  wherein  the"chriftian  religion  was  flrft  published  and 
propagated.     Egypt,   and  the  eaftern  kingdoms,  had  been  fa- 
mous fchools  of  a  reputed  divine  philofophy.     Pythagoras 
had  gone  to  them  all.     Plato  had  gone  to   the  former  only. 
But  what  he  had  not  acquired  at  the  firft  hand,  from  the  gym- 
nofophifts,  the  followers  of  Zoroaster,  the  magi  and  other  ori- 
ental mafters,    he  acquired  at  the  fecond,  by  converfmg  with 
the  italic  philofophers,    and  by  a  ftudy  of  their  writings.     He 
fays  fomewhere,  that  the  Greeks  improved  and  mended  all  they 
borrowed  from  the  barbarians,  which  I  am  far  from  believing 
to  be  true.     But  if  Pythagoras  and  he  carried  any  fcience  far- 
ther than  their  mafters,    I   incline   to  think  it  was  the  moft 
fantaftic. 

Since  the  works  of  Plato  are  in  our  hands,  we  may  fpeak 
of  him  and  his  theology  with  more  aflurance,    than  of  thofe 

*  Strom,  lib.  7. 

who 


ESSAY    THE    FOURTH. 


337 


who  went  before  him,  or  of  their  doctrines.  Thofe  of  Or- 
pheus, or  thofe  that  pafled  under  fuch  a  name  in  antient 
Greece,  were  chiefly  mythological ;  thofe  of  Pythagoras, 
fymbolical ;  and  thofe  of  Plato  metaphyseal,  with  a  mixture 
of  the  other  two.  Nothing  could  be  more  proper,  nor  effec- 
tual, to  promote  fantaftical  knowledge,  than  a  method  of  phi- 
lofophifing  by  fables,  fymbols,  and  almoft  a  perpetual  allegory. 
But  the  founder  of  the  academy  did  more.  He  poifoned  the 
very  fource  of  all  real  knowledge,  by  inducing  men  to  believe, 
that  their  minds  are  capable  of  abftracting,  as  no  human  mind 
can  abftract,  and  of  acquiring  ideas,  that  it  is  impoflible  any 
human  mind  mould  perceive.  He  pretended  to  raife  a  myftic 
ladder,  on  which  we  might  not  only  clamber  up  by  dint  of 
meditation  to  a  region  of  pure  intellect,  wherein  alone  is  know- 
ledge, and  leave  fenfible  obje&s  behind  us,  concerning  which 
nothing  better  than  opinion  is  to  be  had,  but  find  at  the  head 
of  it  incorporeal  enences,  immaterial  forms,  fpiritual  beings, 
and  perhaps  the  logos  or  fecond  god,  as  the  fupreme  God  is 
fuppofed  to  have  been  at  the  head  of  the  ladder  Jacob  faw  in 
his  dream.  Angels  went  up  and  down  one :  philofophers  were 
to  go  up  and  down  the  other. 

This  philofopher  dealed  little  in  phyfics:  and  he  was  in  the 
right  to  neglect  them.  Metaphyfics  fervedhis  purpofe  better. 
Hypothefes  of  the  former  kind  muft  be  founded  in  fbme  real 
knowledge,  how  high  foever  the  top  of  the  ladder  reaches,  the 
foot  muft  ftand  firm  on  the  earth.  But  hypothefes  of  the  other 
kind  are  more  eafy  to  be  framed,  and  lefs  eafy  to  be  controuled. 
Thus,  for  inftance,  an  intellectual  world  being  once  afTumed, 
wherein  the  ideas,  the  forms,  the  patterns  of  all  that  exift  in 
the  fenfible  world  refide,  it  was  eafy  to  people  it  with  number- 
lefs  intellectual,  that  is,  fpiritual,  that  is,  immaterial,  that  is, 
iimple  beings  without  extenfion  or  folidity,  that  is,    beings  of 

Vol.  IV.  X  x  winch 
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which  thefe  refiners  had  negative,  but  no  pofitive  ideas;  They 
were  at  liberty  afterwards  to  fuppofe  whatever  relations  they 
pleafed  between  thefe  beings,  and  between  them  and  men. 
Metaphyfical  hypothefes,  in  fhort,  are  not  content  to  account 
for  what  may  be  by  what  is,  nor  to  improve  fcience  according 
to  the  conditions  of  our  nature,  hf  railing  probability  on  the 
foundations  of  certainty ;  but  the  makers  of  them  affect  to 
range  in  the  immenfe  void  of  poilibility,  with  little  or  no  re- 
gard to  actuality,  and  begin  very  often,  as  well  as  end,  in  fup- 
pofition.  Not  only  their  fyftems  are  hypothetical,  but  the 
flrft  principles  of  them,  and  the  very  ideas  and  notions,  which 
compoie  them,   are  hypothetical  too. 

Such  a  philofopher,  fuch  a  teacher  of  imaginary  and  fantas- 
tic knowledge,  Plato  was.  Notwithstanding  which,  or  for 
which  reafon  rather,  he  grew  foon  into  great  vogue  in  Greece, 
and  in  thofe  countries  where  grecian  literature  was  propagated 
after  the  expedition  of  Alexander.  This  philofophy  could 
not  fail  to  be  well  received  in  thofe  countries,  from  the  fchools 
of  which  it  had  been  derived  originally ;  and  it  florifhed  ac- 
cordingly, and  triumphed,  as  it  were,  over  all  others  in  fome 
parts  of  Afia,  and  in  Egypt,  whilft  it  made  its  way  into  Italy, 
and  was  propagated  weftward  thro  the  roman  empire.  The 
Jews  of  Palestine,  and  they  who  lived  under  the  protection  of 
the  Ptolemies,  had  taken  a  ftrong  tincture  of  heathen  philo- 
fophy, and  of  this  in  particular.  The  doctrines  of  the  immor- 
tality of  the  foul,  of  a  future  ftate  of  rewards  and  punifhments, 
and  even  that  of  a  metempfychofis,  were  adopted  by  the  learn- 
ed amongfl  them ;  tho  they  were  rejected  by  thofe  who  adher- 
ed to  the  letter  of  the  law;  for  Moses  had  taught  nothing  of 
this  kind.  If  any  fuch  hints  are  contained  in  other  books  of 
their  fcriptures,  it  is  impoflible  to  fay  when,  or  by  whom 
thofe  books  were  written,  with  the  leaft  affurance,  notwith- 
standing 
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ftanding  all  the  dogmatical  impertinence  of  fcholars:  where- 
as we  know,  that  all  their  facrcd  writings  were  compiled  after 
their  captivity,  and  that  the  canon  of  them  was  long  in  fettling. 
It  is  poflible,  therefore,  and  even  evident,  that  if  they  knew 
any  thing  of  thefe  doctrines,  which  had  not  been  tranfmktcd 
to  them  by  Moses,  before  their  acquaintance  with  the  greek 
philofophy,  they  muft  have  learned  it  from  the  nations  among 
whom  they  had  been  mixed,  and  from  whom  the  Greeks  had 
learned  the  fame,  from  the  Chaldaeans,  and  even  from  the 
Egyptians,  with  whom  they  had  commerce,  and  in  whole 
country  many  of  them  found  a  refuge  in  the  defolation  of  their 
own  by  the  Babylonians.  But  if  they  had  fo  learned  it,  they 
had  learned  it  very  darkly ;  for  there  is  no  inftance  that  (hews 
they  understood,  received,  or  taught  thefe  doctrines,  till  long 
after  their  firft  acquaintance  with  the  Greeks. 

But  be  all  this  as  it  will,  it  is  certain,  that  platonifm  was  an 
eftablifhed  philofophy  among  the  Jews  before  the  coming  of 
Christ,  and  that  it  was  much  more  fo  among  the  Chriftians 
afterwards.  It  is  aftonifhing  to  consider  how  fond  the  Chrifti- 
ans were,  in  the  firft  ages  of  this  church,  to  believe,  and  to 
make  others  believe,  that  all  the  myfteries  of  their  religion  had 
been  revealed  by  the  writings  of  pagan  philofophers,  many  cen- 
turies before  they  were  fo  by  the  preaching  of  Christ  and  his 
apoftles  :  as  if  the  latter  could  want,  or  the  former  give  any 
additional  authority.  It  was  to  promote  this  opinion,  that  jo 
many  books  were  forged  under  the  names  of  Mercurius  Tris- 
megistus,  ofHysTASPES,  of  the  Sybils,  and  perhaps  of  others. 
Thefe  forgeries,  indeed,  were  fo  grofs,  that  they  might  be  well 
fufpe&ed  even  at  the  time  they  were  published.  Their  credit, 
however,  was  maintained,  till  they  had  had  in  ibme  degree  the 
effect  they  were  defigned  to  have.  When  they  could  have 
this  effect  in  any  degree  no  longer,    they  were  rejected,    and 

X  x  2  even 
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even  condemned.  There  was  the  lefs  need  of  them  for  the 
abfurd  purpofes  to  which  they  were  applied,  becaufe  the  writ- 
ings of  Plato  *,  writings  indifputably  his,  were  public;  and 
becaufe  his  works  alone,  wherein  was  mingled  much  of  the 
Pythagorean  and  other  antient  theology,  formed  an  ample 
and  fufficient  repertory  of  theological  fables  and  fymbols,  and 
of  metaphyseal  myfteries.  They  who  have  employed  themfelves 
from  thofe  days  to  ours  in  raifing  fyftems  of  divinity  on  the 
golpel,  and  impofing  their  own  inventions  by  pretending  the 
authority  of  it,  have  contented  themfelves  accordingly  with 
the  afiiftance  of  Plato  and  Aristotle  ;  of  the  mafter  for  fub- 
limity  of  matter ;  of  the  fcholar  for  fubtilty  of  form. 

If  the  abfurdity  of  thofe,  who  have  gone  about  to  explain, 
to  confirm,  and  even  to  improve  chriftianity  by  the  doctrines 
and  authority  of  paganifm,  be,  as  it  is  furely,  very  afto- 
nifhing;  we  muft  confefs,  that  it  is  (till  more  aftonifhing 
to  obferve  the  ftrange  conformity  between  platonifm  and  genu- 
ine chriftianity  itfelf,  fuch  as  it  is  taught  in  the  original  gofpel. 
We  need  not  ftand  to  compare  them  here.  Particular  inftances 
of  conformity  will  occur  often  enough.  In  general,  the  pla- 
tonic  and  chriftian  fyftems  have  a  very  near  refemblance,  "  qua- 
**  lis  decet  efTe  fororum:"  and  feveral  of  the  fathers,  as  well 
as  modern  divines,  have  endeavoured  with  all  their  might,  by 
forced  conftructions,  and  fometimes  by  no  very  faithful  ex- 
tracts, to  make  this  refemblance  appear  ftill  greater.  Ridiculous 
endeavours,  no  doubt,  iince  they  give  unbelievers  occafton  to 
fay,  that  if  the  doctrines  are  the  fame,  they  muft  have  been 
deduced  from  the  fame  principle,  and  to  afk  what  that  princi- 
ple was,  whether  reafon  or  revelation  ?  If  we  fay  it  was  reafon ; 
they  will  reply,    that  reafon  could  not   difcover  what  reafon 

*  "  Res  enim  et  verba  fcholam  Platonis  fapiunt,  iis  exceptis,  quae  mifcet  e 
*'  libris  divinis."     Casaub.  ipeaking  of  one  of  thefe  books,  in  his  exerck. 
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cannot  comprehend  when  it  is  difcovered.  A  myftery  may  be 
an  object  of  faith  to  him,  to  whom  it  is  communicated  in  an 
intelligible  proportion.  But  it  rauft  be  an  object  of  know- 
ledge in  him  who  communicates  it,  and  requires  an  aflent  to 
it,  on  his  own  authority,  that  is,  on  a  confidence  that  he 
knows  it  to  be  true,  and  that  it  is  no  myftery  to  him.  If  we 
fay  it  was  revelation ;  they  will  reply,  that  Plato  then  muft 
have  been  illuminated  by  the  holy  ghoft ;  that  he  muft  have 
been  the  precurfor  of  the  faviour,  as  fome  platonic  bigots  have 
ventured,  with  a  very  little  foftening  to  the  term,  to  call  him  ; 
and  that  he  muft  have  been  a  precurfor  too  of  more  importance 
than  St.  John.  St.  John  inftituted  a  baptifm  of  repentance  ; 
and  much  has  been  faid  by  antient  and  modern  doctors  in 
theology  to  ftate  the  difference  between  this  baptifm  and  that 
of  Christ,  baptifm  with  water  *,  and  baptifm  with  the  holy 
ghoft  and  with  fire  f.  Thefe  terms,  as  dark  as  they  are,  fhew 
however  a  fnanifeft  difference  ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  baptifm  of  Jesus  was  much  more  effectual  than  the  bap- 
tifm of  John,  as  that  of  John  was  effectual  to  higher  pur- 
pofes  than  that  of  the  Jews.  But  Plato,  inftead  of  calling  on 
men  in  general  to  repent,  and  of  inftituting  one  myftical  cere- 
mony, anticipated  the  gofpel  on  fo  many  principal  articles  of 
belief  and  practice,  that,  as  fome  divines  fay  the  gofpel  was 
a  republication  of  the  law  of  nature,  the  unbelievers  will  fay  it 
was  a  republication  of  the  theology  of  Plato.  They  will 
argue  "  a.  fortiori,"  that  fince  the  republication  of  thefe  myfteries 
was  made  by  divine  revelation,  the  publication  of  them  muft 
have  been  of  neceflity  made  by  the  fame  means,  and  they  will 
conclude,  perhaps,  by  afking  with  a  fneer,  whether  a  man, 
whofe  pailion  for  courtefans,  and  handfome  boys,  infpired  him 
to  write  fo  many  lewd  verfes,  was  likely  to  be  infpired  by  the 
holy  ghoft? 


In  aqua  in  poenitentiarn. 
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Such  confiderations  as  thefe  are  more  than  fufficient  to  ex- 
plode the  impertinent  and  profane  notion,  that  Plato  was  in- 
spired immediately,  or  that  he  had,  in  any  lower  degree  meta- 
phyficians  can  imagine,  fuch  a  fhare  of  divine  illumination  as 
enabled   him   to  difcover,    in  part  at  leaft,  thofe  myfterious 
truths  that  were  not  to  be  fully  revealed  till  the  Mefliah  came. 
But  the  queftion  returns,  how  came  he  to  difcover  them,  even 
in  part,  near  four  centuries  before  the  Mefliah  did  come  ?  or 
how  came  they  to  make  a  part  of  that  pagan  theology  from 
which  he  took  them  ?  A  plain  anfwer  may  be  made  to  thefe 
queftions :   and  I  think  there  is  no  other  that  can  be  reconciled 
to  common  fenfe.      I  have  hinted  at  it  already :    but  it  requires 
to  be  more  explained.      All  we  can  know  of  the  divine  nature, 
of  the  attributes,  providence,  and  will  of  God,  muft  be  com- 
municated to  us  by  his  word,  or  colle&ed  by  us  from  his  works. 
The  heathen  philofophers  had  not  his  word,  and  they  corrupt- 
ed all  the  knowledge  they  acquired  from  his  works  by  their 
manner  of  philofophiiing.     They  not  only  haftened  too  raiHy 
from  particular  to  general  knowledge,  and  from  a  few  imper- 
fect observations  of  the  phaenomena,  to  the  moft  extenfive  hy- 
pothefes,  but  they  raifed  hypothefes  independently  of  the  obfer- 
vations  they  made,  or  might  have  made,  and  then  reafoned  on 
thefe  hypothefes  as  from  certain  principles  of  knowledge :    fo 
that  the  little  real  knowledge  they  acquired  "  a  pofteriori" 
was  controuled  by  that  which  they  fancied  that  they  acquired 
"  a  priori,"  and  thus  the  whole  mafs  of  the  flrft  philofophy  was 
corrupted.     They  difcovered,  in  his  works,  a  flrft  intelligent 
caufe  of  all  things,    a  Being  of  infinite  power  and  wifdom, 
whofe  providence  is  over  all  his  creatures,  and  whofe  will,  re- 
latively to   man,    is  manifefted  in  the  whole  human  fyftem. 
Here  was  abundant  matter  of  real  knowledge.     Thus  far  the 
Supreme  Being  lets  himfelf  down,   if  I  may  ufe  fuch  an  ex- 
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predion,  within  the  verge  of  human  comprehenfion,  and  of  hu- 
man alone,  as  far  as  we  can  judge  of  the  animal  world  about  us. 
Beyond  this  fixed  point  we  can  have  no  real  ideas,  and  there- 
fore no  real  knowledge.  All  that  we  may  imagine  we  have,  is, 
and  muft  be,  fantaftical.  We  are  no  more  able  to  acquire 
knowledge  beyond,  than  other  animals  up  to  this  point :  and 
the  divine  nature,  the  manner  of  being,  the  moral  attributes 
of  God,  the  general  fyftem  of  his  providence,  are  as  infcruta- 
ble  to  man  as  to  them.  His  will  too,  according  to  which  they 
are  determined  by  natural  inftindl,  is  as  infcrutablc  to  us,  as  to 
them,  beyond  the  bounds  of  natural  revelation,  unlefs  a  fuper- 
na  ural  revelation  communicate  farther  knowledge,  which  it 
did  not  to  thefe  philofophers. 

What  now  was  their  proceeding  ?  Did  they  flop  where 
the  means  of  knowledge  flop  ?  Not  at  all.  Where  the  fyflem 
ended,  the  hypothecs  began  ;  and  with  this  difference  between 
thefe  and  all  other  hypothefes,  that  thofe  which  are  made  in 
phyfics  are  made  on  fubje&s  on  which  we  have  much  know- 
ledge, and  means  in  our  power  of  acquiring  more ;  whereas 
hypothefes  in  theology  are  made  on  a  fubjed:  we  know  little 
of,  and  have  not  the  means  of  knowing  more.  Error  in  the 
former  may  be  corrected  by  improvement  of  knowledge :  error 
in  the  latter  cannot,  becaufe  there  can  be  no  improvement  be- 
yond the  point  where  fuch  hypothefes  begin.  It  has  been  ob- 
ferved  in  thefe  eflays,  and  more  than  once,  perhaps,  that  there 
are  philofophers  who  boaft  much  of  the  power  which  the  hu- 
man mind  has  of  ranging  far  and  wide  in  the  regions  of  pof- 
fibility,  and  of  perceiving  what  may  be,  as  well  as  what  is, 
from  whence  they  draw  very  fooltfh.  conclufions  in  favor  of 
human  underftanding.  Now  that  the  mind  o[  man  has  fuch  a 
power,  we  know  moft  confcioufly.  But  wj  know,  or  may 
know  too  as  confcioufly,    that  the  exe:cife  of  this  power  is 

danc  &  >us, 
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dangerous,  and  that  he  who  does  not  ufe  it  under  a-  ftrict 
controul  of  judgment  on  imagination,  will  be  fure  to  render 
his  conduct  and  his  fcience  both  fantaftical.  Plato,  like  all 
the  divines  of  paganifm,  was  far  from  preferving  fuch  a  con- 
troul. No  man  had  more  imagination ;  no  man  controuled 
it  lefs. 

It  would  be  eafy  to  conceive,  if  we  had  not  his  works  be- 
fore us,  that  fuch  extravagant  methods  of  philofophifing  muft 
have  produced  the  moft  extravagant  opinions :  and  he  who 
reads  thefe  works,  like  a  man  in  his  fenfes,  will  be  tempted  to 
think,  on  many  occafions,  that  the  author  was  not  fo.  I  fay 
on  many  occafions ;  for  on  fome  it  is  certain,  that  he  writes  like 
a  very  pious  and  rational  theift  and  moralift.  But  on  the  whole, 
his  writings  are  pieces  of  patch-work,  and  there  are  few  of 
them  that  do  not  abound  in  falfe  fublime  and  low  images,  in 
things  above  comprehenfion,  in  things  below  notice,  in  the 
brighteft  truths,  and  the  fouleft  errors :  and,  to  come  to  the 
prefent  purpofe,  fome  of  them  abound  in  notions  that  are 
agreeable  to  the  chriftian  fyftem,  and  in  others  that  are  repug- 
nant to  it ;  or  that  bearing  an  appearance  of  likenefs,  nay  of 
famenefs,  are  much  more  proper  to  promote  fuperftition  and 
enthufiafm,  as  in  fact  they  did,  than  true  religion.  Thefe 
confiderations,  every  one  of  which  may  be  juftified  by  the 
moft  famous  of  his  dialogues,  gave  occalion,  perhaps,  to  fome 
difference  that  arofe  in  the  reception  of  platonifm  by  the  chri- 
ftian fathers.  St.  Chrysostom,  it  is  faid,  declaimed  againft 
it :  and  I  remember  a  paflage  in  Tertullian  *,  wherein  he 
complains,  that  the  feeds  of  herefies  were  fcattered  in  Plato's 
books  of  the  republic,  and  in  his  doctrine  of  ideas,  which  he 
calls  "  haeretica  idearum  facramenta  f."  The  greateft  fathers 
of  the  church,  however,  tho  they  differed  in  other  things,  agreed 

*  Pe  anirna.        f In  ideis  platonicis  gnofticorum  haeretica  femina  relucere. 
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in  admiring  Plato,  and  borrowed  much  of  their  theology 
from  him.  Such  were  Justin,  Origen,  Jerom,  Austin, 
to  quote  no  others,  and  the  firft  the  molt  remarkably.  But 
how  venerable  foever  their  names  may  be,  their  conduct  was 
in  this  refpect  extremely  abfurd,  injurious  to  the  gofpel,  and 
derogatory  to  the  authority  of  it,  as  will  appear  undeniably 
by  the  reflections  I  had  in  view  when  I  faid,  that  a  plain  anfwer 
might  be  made  to  thofe  who  mould  afk  how  the  myfterious 
truths  of  the  gofpel  could  be  known,  without  divine  illumina- 
tion, to  Plato. 


SECTION     XII. 


The  reflections,  I  meaned,  are  thefe.  What  the  Chriftians 
borrowed  from  Plato's  works  was  not  contained  in  the  gofpel, 
or  it  was  contained  in  it.  If  no  fuch  thing  was  contained  in  it, 
the  prefumption  of  thofe  was  inexcufable,  who  added  a  {ingle 
dodlrine  to  the  chriftian  fyftem,  or  even  an  explanation  of  a 
dodrine,  on  the  faith  of  an  heathen  philofopher,  whofe  theifm, 
tho  purer  than  that  of  others,  had  ftill  a  tang  of  fuperffition, 
and  even  of  poly  theifm.  With  refpect  to  God,  this  prefump- 
tion was  a  profanation :  with  refpect  to  man,  it  was  a  fraud. 
The  Chriftians  who  were  guilty  of  it  impofed  on  themfelvcs,  or 
if  not  on  themfelves,  on  others  as  far  as  their  authority  extend- 
ed, the  word  of  Plato  for  the  word  of  God.  If  the  things 
they  borrowed  were  contained  in  the  gofpel,  they  had  no  reafon 
whatever  for  borrowing ;  or  this  muft  have  been  their  reafon, 
they  muft  have  thought  the  authority  of  Plato  neceflary  to 
confirm  that  of  Christ,  or  reafon  neceflary  to  render  complete 
what  revelation  taught  imperfectly.  The  firft  is  a  blafphe- 
mous,  and  the  fecond  a  filly  thought.  Reafon  is  neceflary  and 
fufficient  to  eftablifh  revelation,  as  it  has  been  fhewed  above. 

Vol.  IV.  Y  y  But 
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But  when  the  truth  of  a  revelation  is  eftablifhed,  we  are  to  be- 
lieve implicitly ;  theufeofreafonceafes,  her  interpofition  grows 
impertinent,  and  nothing  can  be  more  fo  than  the  affectation 
ol  antient  and  modern  divines,  to  banifh  her  out  of  her  province, 
or  to  appeal  to  her  very  weakly  in  it ;  whilft  they  introduce  her 
into  another,  and  would  be  thought  to  reft  upon  her,  where 
fhe  has  nothing  to  do.  Whenever  they  do  this,  they  go  out  of 
their  ftrength  :  and  reafon,  improperly  ufed,  becomes  a  much 
better  weapon  of  offence,  in  the  hands  of  their  enemies,  than 
of  defence,  in  theirs  ;  as  the  writings  of  many  eminent  divines 
may  demonftrate. 

If  reafon  now  be  fo  ill  employed  about  myfteries  that  are 
propofed,  me  is  ftill  lefs  fit,  and  lefs  likely,  to  propofe  them. 
Montagne  would  fay,  they  are  not  her  game.  The  object 
of  reafon  is  truth,  intelligible,  attainable  truth  :  and  if  me 
goes  at  any  time  in  purfuit  of  it  into  that  well  where  it  lies 
concealed,  as  Empedocles,  Democritus,  and  the  reft  of  the 
antient  philofophers  complained  fo  loudly,  fhe  never  plunges 
fo  far  into  the  dark  as  to  be  unable  to  diftinguifh  it  from 
error.  Divine  myfteries  fhe  receives  implicitly,  but  fhe  ad- 
vances none  of  her  own  under  that  title  :  and  a  reafonable 
man,  and  a  myftic  man,  feem  two  diftinct  fpecies.  All  myfte- 
ries, that  are  not  communicated  expreflly  by  revelation,  are 
produced  by  metaphyfical  delirium  and  religious  enthufiafm ; 
to  both  of  which  men  of  the  brighteft  genius  have  been  often 
tranfported.  Seneca  declares  a  man,  who  does  not  rife  above 
humanity,  contemptible  *.  Many  have  thought  they  did  fo, 
and,  fober  on  all  other  fubjects,  have  been  ftark  mad  on  thefe ; 
for  there  is  a  madnefs  "  quoad  hoc,"  if  I  may  fay  fo :  and 
neither  you  nor  I  could  be  at  a  lofs  to  cite  feveral,  and  -fome 
living  examples  of  it.     But  there  is  too  a  degree  of  affectation 

*  O  quam  contempts  res  eft  homo,  nifi  fupra  humana  fe  erexerit ! 
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fometimes  in  this  apparent  madncfs,  employed  for  different 
purpofcs.  The  metaphyseal  delirium  may  be  kept  up  by  a 
reputation,  which  fingularity  alone  is  often  fufEcicnt  to  acquire, 
and  much  more  by  an  opinion  of  making  new  difcovcries  in 
the  intellectual  world.  This  affe&ation,  fuftained  by  his 
own  warm  imagination,  and  by  thofe  of  his  egyptian  and 
Pythagorean  matters,  pofTefled  Plato  very  ftrongly,  and  an- 
fwered  very  effectually  his  purpofe  in  the  acquisition  of  fame. 
He  knew  the  people  with  whom  he  had  to  do ;  he  knew  that 
no  mythology  was  too  grofs,  no  pretended  abftraclions  too 
whimfical  for  them :  and  nothing  can  fhew  fo  much  either 
how  he  had  turned  their  heads,  or  how  ealily  heads  were  turn- 
ed by  the  marvellous  in  thofe  days,  as  the  general  opinion  that 
prevailed  of  his  divine  birth.  Apollo  appeared  to  Aristo 
his  father,  and  forbid  him  to  enjoy  his  wife  during  the  fpace 
of  ten  months ;  which  was  a  very  unneceffary  precaution,  if 
the  poor  man  had  often  tried  and  never  could  :  and  if  Pe- 
rictione  was  a  virgin,  when  the  fame  god  appeared  to  her  in 
a  virion,  and  fhe  conceived.  Thus  Plato  was  begot  to  be  a 
phylician  of  fouls,  as  Aesculapius  had  been  to  be  a  phylician 
of  bodies. 


Plato  might  fafely  give  a  loofe  to  all  the  extravagance  of  his 
imagination  in  fuch  an  age,  and  be  allured  that  the  wildeft  hy- 
pothefes  would  pafs  for  fyftems  of  fublime  knowledge,  and  that 
the  doctrines  the  leaft  underftood  would  be  the  molt  admired. 
He  improved  this  advantage  to  the  utmoft,  and  it  happened, 
as  it  might,  without  infpiration  or  miracle,  that  in  his  ram- 
bling fpeculations  about  the  divine  and  fpiritual  nature,  about 
the  immortality  of  the  foul,  about  God's  difpenfations  in  this 
life  and  another,  and  various  matters  relative  to  thefe,  he  blun- 
dered on  fome  divine  truths  that  were  not  quite  beyond  human 
apprehenfion,  according  to  human  ideas  ;    tho  they  had  not 
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been  yet  revealed  to  mankind,  nor  ftripped  of  types  aud  figures* 
thofe  facred  hieroglyphics,  wherein  they  lay  involved.  This 
anfwer  to  the  queflion,  above  mentioned,  is  plain  and  full ;  for 
if  events,  that  were  to  come  to  pafs  in  the  order  of  providence, 
were  foretold  fometimes  by  men  who  neither  knew  any  thing 
of  this  order ;  nor  even  that  they  prophefied  when  they  did 
propriety,  as  divines  have  fometimes  faid,  why  mould  not 
fome  truths,  that  were  to  be  manifefled  in  after  ages  by  divine 
revelation,  be  anticipated  by  human  imagination  ?  Human  rea- 
fon  would  have  never  difcovered  them,  becaufe  they  are  no 
more  objects  of  intuitive,  nor  of  demonflrative,  than  they  are 
of  fenfitive  knowledge;  but  imagination,  conceiving  them 
poftible,  might  impofe  them  for  true  on  minds  wherein  ihe 
exercifed  the  plenitude  of  her  power.  Chriflians,  therefore, 
might  have  given  this  anfwer,  and  have  evaded  by  it  the  ab- 
furdity  of  fuppofing  Plato  infpired,  and  the  difficulty  of  ac- 
counting for  the  chriflianity  of  his  doctrines  without  this  fup- 
pofition. 


SECTION     XIII. 

I  have  infilled,  and  mufl  infill  again  a  little  largely,  on  the 
theology  of  Plato  ;  tho  I  have  faid  a  great  deal  in  a  former 
eflay  concerning  his  philofophy  in  general,  in  order  to  mew 
the  more  fully  and  clearly  on  what  original  authority  we  reft  in 
matters  of  religion,  and  becaufe  his  works  have  been  made,  af- 
ter the  writings  of  St.  Paul,  a  principal  foundation  of  all  that 
theology  which  has  occafioned  fo  many  difputes  in  the  world, 
and  has  rendered  the  chriflian  religion  obnoxious  to  the  cavils 
of.  infidels :  one  of  which  I  undertake  to  relute  by  fhewing  that 
it  is  not  religion,  but  theology,  which  has  done  all  the  mifchief 
complained  of  fo  loudly  and  fo  juftly.     Genuine  chriflianity 
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was  taught  by  God.     Theological  chriflianity  is  a  religion  that 
men  have  invented,    and  that  lias  defeated  the  deflgn  by  pre- 
tending the  authority  of  the  former.     Human  paflions,  human 
interefh,    human   fallibility,    not  thofe  of  particular  doctors 
alone,  but  thofe  of  the  church  oecumenically  afTembled,  from 
the  nicaean  council  down  to  that  of  Trent,    have  had  their 
friare  in  compofing  the  prefent  intricate,  inconfiftcnt,  and  vo- 
luminous fyftem.    I  can  eaflly  believe,  that  fome  of  thefe  divines 
meaned  to  preferve  the  purity  of  it,  and  to  promote  revealed 
religion.     I  can  believe  too,  that  fuch  philofophers  as  Socrates 
and  Plato,   who  contributed  to  deftroy,  whilft  they  pretend- 
ed rather  to  reform  polytheifm  and  idolatry,  meaned  to  reftore 
the  purity  of  theifm,    and  to  promote  natural  religion.     But 
here  a  difference   between  them,  which  is  very  well  foundedj 
and  worthy  of  obfervation,  begins  to  arife.     The  latter  could 
fupport  their  doctrines  by  no  authority  except  their  own.     The 
former  had  always  the  pretence  of  fpiritual  gifts  to  authorife 
them. 

Faith  in  Christ,  the  Mefliah,  is  the  nrft  principle  of  chri- 
ftianity,  an  article  as  plain  as  it  is  eflential.  But  there  are 
other  articles  in  the  gofpel,  darkly  revealed,  becaufe  doubt- 
fully exprefled ;  befides  feveral  in  the  other  parts  of  the  new 
teftament  the  fenfe  of  which  never  has  been  fixed.  Chriftian 
divines  have  fuppofed  all  thefe  alike  eflential.  They  have  fup- 
pofed  that,  as  obedience  is  better  than  facrifice,  faith  is  as 
eflential  or  more  eflential  than  works :  and  every  fed:  has  fup- 
pofed the  underftanding  and  believing  thefe  ambiguous  paf- 
fages,  in  the  fenfe  in  which  their  teachers  expound  them,  ne- 
ceffary  to  the  falvation  promifed  in  the  gofpel.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened formerly,  and  thus  it  happens  frill,  that  the  objects  of 
faith  vary  in  every  chriftian  feci: :  and  as  neutrality,  in  the  civil 
contefts  of  the  athenian  commonwealth,  was  branded  with  a 

note 
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note  of  infamy ;  fo  in  thefe  religious  contefts,  as  they  are 
falfely  called,  he  who  takes  no  fide  is  ftigmatifed  for  an  infidel 
by  ail,  and  he  who  takes  any  fide  is  given  over  for  an  heretic 
to  the  hangman  here,  and  to  the  devil  hereafter,  by  every  fide 
except  his  own.  In  fhort,  it  is  not  enough  to  believe  like  a 
Chriftian,  it  is  made  neceffary  that  men,  women,  and  children 
fhould  decide  like  metaphyficians,  or  believe  without  knowing 
what  they  believe. 

If  we  may  be  allowed  to  think,  and  they  who  prefer  the 
example  and  doctrine  of  Christ  to  thofe  of  Paul  will  find 
reafon  to  think,  that  the  Mefliah  intended  rather  to  reform, 
and  to  graft  upon  judaifm,  than  to  abolifh  it ;  we  may  think 
too  that  Socrates  and  Plato  intended  rather  to  reform  pa- 
ganifm,  and  to  graft  fomething  lefs  carnal,  and  more  fpiritual 
upon  it,  than  by  a  more  direct,  oppofition  to  the  rooted  preju- 
dices of  their  age  and  country  to  abolifh  them  quite.  This 
pious  attempt  coft  the  mailer  his  life,  and  made  the  fcholar, 
perhaps,  not  only  involve  his  doctrines  in  greater  obfcurity, 
but  feem,  at  leaft  in  feveral  inftances,  favorable  to  the  abfur- 
dities  of  paganifm.  Socrates  was  a  zealous  mifiionary  of  mo- 
rality :  and  the  obligations  of  natural  religion  in  public  and  pri- 
vate life  were  taught  and  prefTed  upon  men  both  by  him  and 
Plato,  not  only  from  motives  that  reafon  fuggefts,  but  by  in- 
culcating the  doctrine  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  a  doctrine 
the  moil  ufefully  believed,  and  the  moft  weakly  proved,  fays 
Charron  *;  and  of  a  future  ftate  of  rewards  and  punifhments, 
which  they  had  learned  from  the  Egyptians,  among  whom  thefe 
doctrines  had  prevailed  from  an  unknown  antiquity,  and  not 
from  the  Jews  who  could  not  derive  thefe  doctrines  from  Moses, 
and  who  do  not  appear  to  have  entertained  them  till  they  began 
to  tag  their  law  with  the  fcraps  of  philofophy. 

*  De  la  fagefle  1.  i.  c.  15. 
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Adoration  of  the  Supreme  Being,    gratitude  and  resigna- 
tion to  the  order  of  his  providence,  were  the  great  internal  du- 
ties of  religion,  that  thefe  philofophers  taught :     and  it  is  eafy 
to  difcern  what  they  thought  of  external  worfhip,     by  feveral 
paflages  in  Plato.     In  his  book  of  laws  he  directs  indeed,    that 
men  mould  refort  to  the  public  temples,    deliver  their  victims 
and  offerings  to  the  priefts,  and  facrifice  and  pray  there  only. 
But  even  in  that  place,  where  he  feems  to  have  fo  much  regard 
to  the  uniformity  of  public  worfhip,     he  hints   fufficiently  in 
what  efteem  he  held  it,   by  his  invective  againft  the  fupcrftition 
of  private  devotions;    which,  after  all  he   fays  againft  them, 
were  founded  on  the  fame  principles,    and  performed  on   the 
fame  model  as  thofe   of  eftablifhed  and  public  worfhip.     He 
fpeaks  moft  reafonably,  in  the  fecond  Alcibiades,  of  the  regard 
God  has  to  a  pious  difpofition  of  mind,  and  humoroufly  enough 
of  this  external  worfhip,  as  of  an  account,  that  men  pretend  to 
keep  with  God,  as  with  a  banker  or  ufurer ;    whereby  acts  of 
devotion  performed,    and  benefits  received,    may  be  balanced. 
But  the  paflage,  I  choofe  to  cite,  precedes  thefe  in  the  fame  dia- 
logue.    After  mewing  that  men  afked  things   contrary,    and: 
even  hurtful  to  them,  Socrates  commends  the  prayer  of  the 
poet  who  afked  Jupiter  to  grant  his  friends  fuch  things  as  were 
good  for  them,    whether  they  prayed   that   they  might  have 
them  or  not,  and  to  refufe  fuch  as  were  hurtful,    even  when 
they  defired  them.     From  hence  he  takes  pccafion  to  commend 
likewife  the  cuftom  of  the  Lacedaemonians,  who  afked  for  good 
in  general,  and  for  nothing  in  particular,     "  pulchra  cum  bo- 
"  nis,"    in  all  their  prayers  public  and  private.     They  were 
not,  however,  he  fays,  lefs  happy  than  other  people  ;  and  upon 
that  occafion  he  tells  Alcibiades  a  ftory,  which  he  had  heard 
from  certain  old  men.     The  Athenians,  beingfalways  beaten  at 
land   and  at  fea  by  the  Lacedaemonians,    confulted  Jupiter 
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Hammon  to  know  why  the  gods  were  more  favorable  to  their 
enemies,  who  did  not  worfhip  them  with  the  fame  pomp  and 
expence  as  the  Athenians  did  ?  HamiMon  anfwered,  that  the 
acclamations,  that  is,  the  prayers  of  the  Lacedaemonians  pleafed 
him  better  than  all  the  religious  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  other 
Greeks. 

Not  only  the  notions  of  thefe  philofophers  concerning  divine 
worfhip,  but  their  notions  concerning  the  firft  principle  of  all 
religion,  the  exiftence  of  a  Supreme  Being,    were  much  more 
conformable  to  right  reafon  than  any  of  thole  which  prevailed 
at   that  time.      There  are  many  fuch  fcattered  about  in  the 
writings   of  Plato,     which  the   moft  orthodox  theift  might 
adopt.     He  acknowledged  one  Supreme  Being,  eternal,  ineffa- 
ble, incomprehenfible,  all-perfect,  the  felf-exiftent  fountain  of 
all  exiftence,  divine  and  human,  himfelf  above  all  effence.   God 
is  truth,  but  above  all  truth,  intelligent  as  well  as  intelligible, 
but  above  all  intelligence;   good,  but  above  all  goodnefs.     He 
is  none  of  thefe,  but  the  principle  of  them  all,  as  the  fun  is  the 
principle  of  light,  and  as  he  makes  all  things  to  be  feen  with- 
out being  light  or  light  himfelf.     In  a  word,    Plato  acknow- 
ledged the  omnifcience,  the  omniprefence,  the  infinite  power 
and  wifdom  of  God.     Thefe  are  very  elevated  fentiments, which 
may  be  collected  from  his  writings.     They  are  (trained  as  high 
as  the  utmoft  pitch  to  which  we  can  carry  our  ideas,    and  they 
point  ftill  higher.     JSo  they  mould ;  for  after  all  the  efforts  that 
the  mind  of  man  is  capable  of  making,  our  conceptions  will 
fall  infinitely  fhort  of  their  object,  when  this  object  is   the  ma- 
jefty   of  the  all-perfect  Being.     Neither  Plato,  nor  they  who 
received  his  philofophy  four  or  five  hundred  years  after  his  time, 
and  who  were  even  more  extravagant  and  lefs  intelligible  than 
he,  could  pufh  their  general  and  abftradt   notions  of  this  fort 
too  far.     The  intellectual  profpect  is  immenfe,  and  the  intel- 
lectual 
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leclual  fight  mud  be  drained,  from  objects  clearly  and  diftincV 
\y  perceived,  to  fuch  as  are  lefs  fo,  and  from  thefe,  flill  farther; 
till  it  can  be  drained  no  more,  and  the  mind  is  loft  in  the  fub- 
limity  of  its  own  conceptions. 

If  thefe  fpeculations  cannot  difcover,  by  infinite  degrees,    tlic 
whole  truth,  they  cannot  lead  us  into  any  error,  and  they  ferve 
to  maintain  in  our  minds  that  awful  fenfe,  and  that  profound 
veneration  of  the  Supreme  Being,   of  the  true  God  in  the  unity 
of  his  nature,  which  are  due  to  him  from  every  intelligent  crea- 
ture.    Thus  far,  therefore,  and  in  this  manner,  Plato  was  an 
excellent  mafter  of  natural  theology.    His  errors,  and  thole  of 
all  other  pretenders  to  metaphyfical  theology,  are  owing  to  fpe- 
culations of  another  kind,    relative  indeed  to  thefe,    but  pur- 
fued  in  a  different  fpirit,  the  fpirit  of  vain  curiofity,    and  are 
hypothetical  from  the  firft  for  want  of  real  ideas  whereon  to 
fet  out.     In  a  word,  they  are  engraftments  on  the  religion  of 
nature  and  of  reafon,  which  neither  nature  nor  reafon  can  ad- 
mit.    Our  world  feems  to  be,    in  many  refpects,    the  bedlam 
of  every  other  ryftem  of  intelligent  creatures,  and  with  this  un- 
lucky circumftance,    that  they  who  are  moft  mad  govern,    in 
things  of  the  greateft  importance,  thofe  who  are  leaft  fo :    and 
Char ron  *  might  very  well  fay,  that  minds  thought  capable 
of  prophecy,  illumination,  revelation,  and  admiflion  into  the 
fecret  councils  of  the  gods,  were  fuch  as  extafy  and  enthufiafm 
tranfported,  or  fleep  fet  on  dreaming.     The  obfervation  may 
be  carried  down  from  antient  to  modern  days,  and  may  be  ve- 
rified  by  examples  of  chriftian   as   well  as  heathen  fanatics. 
There  are,  indeed,  madmen  little  lefs  ridiculous   among  thole 
who  pretend  to  be  metaphyficians  and  theologians,  great  mafters 
of  reafon,  lovers  of  wifdom,  inftru&ors  of  mankind,   and  Spi- 
ritual guides.     It  has  been  the  pride  and  folly  of  thefe  men  in. 
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all  ages  to  impofe  complete  fyftems  of  knowledge  on  the  world  ; 
whereas  all  human  knowledge  in  its  utmoft  extent  is  deficient, 
and  a  fyftem  of  this  kind,  that  affects  to  be,  and  that  appears 
to  be  complete,  is  therefore  falfe.  This  folly  prevailed  moft  in 
the  nonage  of  philofophy ;  for  as  men  have  rifen  in  fcience, 
they  have  feen  their  ignorance  better.  It  continues  however 
frill,  in  fome  degree,  and  appears,  on  fome  occafions,  but  is 
fo  predominant  on  none  as  on  fubjects  that  the  firfl  philofophy 
furnifhes,  on  which  every  dabler  in  theology,  nay  every  old  wo- 
man, "  quaedam  anicula  chriftiana,"  to  fpeak  like  Tertulli- 
an,  is  ready  to  explain  very  particularly  the  divine  nature  and 
attributes,  the  conftitution  of  the  ipiritual,  and  the  creation 
and  government  of  the  corporeal  world,  and  to  fpeak  like  an- 
other great  do&or  as  well  as  heretic,  the  whole  fcheme,  or- 
der, and  ftate  of  things  *. 

Plato  gave  encouragement,  and  furnifhed  matter,  to  this 
prefumption,  by  his  engraftments  on  natural  religion,  by  the  ex- 
travagant notions  which  he  propagated,  and  by  his  whole  man- 
ner of  philofophiiing.  His  works  have  flood  in  the  place  of 
his  imaginary  fyftem  of  eternal  ideas,  and  divines  and  metaphy- 
ficians,  who  have  thought  like  Malebranche,  that  they  con- 
sulted the  Logos,  and  that  they  derived  their  knowledge  from 
thofe  abftrad;  beings  that  refide  in  the  divine  intelligence,  have 
confulted  only  Plato,  and  have  derived  from  his  writings  all 
the  whimfies  that  compofe  their  fantaftical  fcience.  They  may- 
have  thought  themfelves  wrapped  into  a  third  heaven,  as  St.. 
Paul  fays  that  he,  or  fomebody  that  he  knew,  was,  or  that 
they  rofe  in  extafy,  like  Plotinus  and  Porphyry,  up  to  a 
divine  union;  but  we  may  aflure  ourfelvcs,  that  they  never 
were  wrapped  in  any  heaven  but  that  of  their  own  imagination,, 
nor  rofe  to  any  divine  union  but  that  with  the  divine  Plato* 

*  Clarke  in  his  Eviden* 
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To  collect  all  the  abfurdities,  and  manifeft  inconfiftcncies  and 
contradictions,  that  are  to  be  found  in  his  works,  would  be  to 
write  a  treatifc  bigger,  and  as  ftrong  at  leaft  to  the  purpofe  as  that 
of  Plutarch  on  the  repugnancies  of  the  ftoics.  To  feparate, 
from  what  is  reafonable  and  true  in  this  philofophy,  all  the  lo- 
gical puerilities,  all  the  falfe  fublime,  all  the  tedious  and  flimiy 
argumentations  that  prove  nothing,  in  a  word,  all  that  is  unin- 
telligible, or  that  informs  us  not  when  it  is  underftood,  would 
be  a  work  fomething  like  to  that  which  our  Verulam  *  wifhed 
to  fee  performed  in  one  view,  and  Montaigne  -f  in  another; 
and  if  I  miftake  not,  the  vogue  of  Plato,  the  particular  im- 
portance of  fome  fubjects,  and  the  general  hurt  he  has  done  to 
fcicnce  by  laying  falfe  foundations  of  it  confidered,  this  work 
would  be  more  ufeful  in  a  third  view :  it  would  fhew  us  to 
what  miferable  fhifts  the  greateft  men  are  reduced,  fince  Plato 
is  to  be  numbered  among  thefe,  when  they  pretend  to  give 
complete  fyftems  of  knowledge  divine  and  human  under  the 
name  of  philofophy  § ;  when  they  aflurae  unattainable  know- 
ledge to  be  attained,  and  that  which  is  fantaftical  to  be  real. 
But  this  is  a  work  we  mail  never  fee  performed.  Men,  as  dull 
or  as  mad  as  all  the  commentators  and  translators  of  Plato 
have  been,  are  incapable  of  it,  and  men  who  are  neither  will 
find  themfelves  more  agreeable  employment. 

Tho  this  philofopher  was  not  a  friend  to  the  polytheifm  and 
idolatry  of  the  heathen  world,  he  was  not  an  enemy  to  fuper- 
ftition.  Far  from  going  about  to  deftroy  it,  he  refined,  he 
fpiritualifed  it,  and  intrenched  it  more  in  myftery.  He  made 
it  more  plaufible,  and  more  fecure  from  the  attacks  to  which 
it  flood  expofed  before.    He  made  ufe  indeed,  on  fome  occafi- 


*  Advancem.  of  Lear.  lib.  3.  f  Eflays  chap.  12. 
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ons,  for  ornament  or  illuftration,  of  fables  taken  from  the  cur- 
rent mythology,  like  that  of  love  begot  by  Porus  on  Penia,, 
when  he  was  drunk  in  Jupiter's  orchard,  and  the  gods  were 
met  to  celebrate  the  birth  of  Venus  :  but  the  divine  mytho- 
logy he  taught  purpofely  was  not  fo  grofs.  The  gods  of  the 
heathen  had  been  men.  The  fepulchers  of  thefe  immortals 
were  fhewn,  and  they  retained  in  heaven  the  paflions,  the  man- 
ners, and  the  habits  of  the  earth.  The  celeftial  kingdom  was 
peopled,  like  other  countries,  by  colonies  from  abroad,  by  na- 
turalifations  of  foreigners,  and  by  the  generations  of  thofe  who 
had  been  there  fo  long,  that  they  feemed  the  aborigines  of  the 
country.  The  gods  of  Plato  were  of  another  fort.  They 
were  generated  indeed,  for  he  fuppofed  too  a  production  and 
propagation  of  divinities ;  but  the  image  of  this  generation  wax 
changed,  and  gods  were  faid  to  be  produced  by  emanation  or 
proceflion ;  emanations  from  the  firft  divine  eflence,  like  beams, 
from  the  fun,  proceilions,  or  rather  extenfions  of  the  fupreme 
and  fimple  fubftance  *,  for  thus  they  have  been  explained  by 
the  platonics.  In  fome  fuch  incomprehenfible,  if  not  ineffable 
manner,  (for  what  is  ineffable  to  one  of  thefe  philofophers  ?) 
fouls,  angels,  and  daemons  were  produced ;  by  the  luppofed 
exiftence  of  the  two  laft  of  which,  virions  and  dreams,  and  eve- 
ry art  of  divination,  and  every  fuperftition  of  magic,  was  up- 
held. 

This  little  that  I  have  faid,  may  ftand  as  a  general  fpecimen 
of  the  platonic  theology  in  this  place;  for  in  another,  I  mall 
give  fome  that  will  be  more  particular.     No  man  ever  dreamed 

fo  wildly  as  this  author  writ "  velut  aegri  fomnia,    vanae 

"  finguntur  fpecies."  But  as  he  had  no  divine  miffion  nor  au- 
thority to  claim,  all  this  refted  on  his  own  authority :  he  was 
to  prove  it  as  he  could,  and  every  man  was  at  liberty  to  receive 

*  Profufio  quaedam  et  extenfio  fummae  et  fimplicis  fubftantiaci 
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or  reject  all  or  any  of  thefe  doctrines  as  he  found  the  proof* 
Thus  they  remained  purely  hypothetical,  nor  could  be  made 
dogmatical,  till  chriftian  divines  made  them  fo,  by  adopting 
them  as  parts  of  divine  revelation.  Then,  indeed,  they  be- 
came dogmas  to  Chriftians :  and  before  that  time,  they  were 
not  fuch  to  many  of  the  heathens.  They  could  not  be  fuch 
to  Plato  himfelf,  whatever  they  were  to  fome  of  his  difciples. 
He,  who  published  them,  knew  that  he  invented  them,  or 
that  he  borrowed  them  from  thofe  that  did  invent  them,  and 
that  neither  he  nor  they  were  led  to  them  by  any  chain  of 
knowledge.  Neither  he  nor  they  could  be  the  bubbles  of  thefe 
doctrines ;  tho  they,  who  received  them  for  true  theology, 
were  fo.  It  is  not  he  who  makes,  but  he  who  fwallows,  the 
wine  that  gets  drunk.  But  as  foon  as  Chriftians  found  fome,. 
and  thought  they  found  others  of  thefe  doctrines  in  the  gofpel> 
the  difference  I  mentioned  between  the  authority  of  thefe  di- 
vines, and  that  of  the  divines  of  paganifm  was  complete.  The 
authority  of  revelation  confirming  that  of  Plato,  proportions 
that  were  dubious  to  the  one  became  certain  to  the  others,  and 
philofophical  conjectures  became  articles  of  faith :  juft  as  it  hap- 
pened alterwards,  when  the  authority  of  Aristotle  was  ad- 
ded to  both,  and  new  doctrines  were  devifed,  by  metaphys- 
eal explanations  and  extenfions,  under  pretence  of  defending, 
the  former. 


Nothing  lefs  than  this  could  have  eftablifhed  and  con- 
tinued the  theology  of  Plato.  In  his  days,  and  long  after 
them,  philofbphy  was  for  the  moft  part  very  hypothetical.. 
Phyfics  were  fo.  What  wonder  if  metaphyfics  were  more, 
nay  wholly  fo  ?  When  Plato  had  brought  thefe,  and  Aris- 
totle logic,  into  repute,  one  of  them  made  the  material 
world  metaphyfically,  the  other  logically,  and  both  very  ab- 
furdly.     But  when  they  fet  themfelves,  and  Plato  efpecially, 

to 
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to  raife  an  immaterial  intellectual  world,  metaphyseal  and  lo- 
gical architecture  were  moll  properly  employed.     They  could 
employ  no  other :    they  knew  little,    imagined  much,    built 
beyond  nature  ;  and  terms  and  phrafes,  which  fupported  their 
fchemes,  covered  equally  the  deficiency  and  the  futility  of  their 
matter,  not  unlike  to  thofe  columns  and  entablatures  of  paint- 
ed paftboard   that  imitate   the  folidity  of  marble  and  deceive 
the  eye.     This  was  the  leaft  laborious,  the  fhorteft  and  fureft 
way  to  fame  :   and  whilft  men  neglected  the  analyfe  of  ideas, 
and  attended  to  the  forms  of  argumentation,    it  was  no  hard 
matter  to  throw  words  into  fuch  forms  as  were  fufEcient  to 
keep  up  difpute  in  the  defence  of  any  doctrines.     An  hypothe- 
cs,   plaufible  to  the  reafon,    or  to  the  prejudices,  or  to  the 
predominant  affections  and  paflions  of  men,    formed  a  feet ; 
and  as  foon  as  a  feet  was  formed,  the  hypothecs  became  a  de- 
monftrated  fyflem,  which  the  honor  of  the  feet  was  concerned  to 
maintain.      There  were  many  fuch  among  the  Greeks,  and  they 
were  all  defended  and  attacked  with  equal  obftinacy,  till  time 
and  contefts  wore  them  out.      If  platonifm  was  not  better 
founded  in  reafon  and  knowledge  than  others,  it  was  kept  up 
long  with  greater  art,  and  had  greater  good  fortune  afterwards. 
Plato  gave  occafion  to  both.     To  the  firft  directly,   and  by 
choice.     To  the  laft  indirectly,  and  by  chance.     His  immediate 
fucceuors,      Speusippus,     Xenocrates,     Polemo,     Crates, 
Crantor,    had  acquired  no  great  fame,    nor  had  any  great 
fuccefs.     The  portic  and  the  gardens  of  Epicurus  rivalled  the 
academy,  in  oppofing  dogma  to  dogma.     Arcesil  a  us,  there- 
fore, and  Carneades  changed  the  conduct  of  this  philofophical 
war.     By  affirming  nothing,  they  left  their  adversaries  nothing 
to  attack  ;   and  by  afliiming,  in  confequence,  the  right  of  dis- 
puting againft  every  thing,  they  were  at  liberty  to  take  their  ad- 
vantage wherever  they  found  it.   The  example  of  their  founder, 
and  of  his  matter,    fuggefted  this  expedient  to  them,    and 

counte- 
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countenanced  tliem  in  the  ufc  of  it.     They  became  terrible  to 
the  ftoicians,  and  to  the  epicureans,  and  to  all  the  dogmatifts. 

As  thefe  men  pretended  to  revive  the  firft  academy  by  re- 
verting to  fcepticifm,  tho  they  were  called  authors  of  a  fecond 
and  a  third,  aud  therefore  academic  philofophers,  fo  there 
were  others  who,  under  pretence  of  adhering  to  the  firft  aca- 
demy, profeflcd  themfelves  dogmatifts,  and  affected  to  be 
named  platonicians.  Some  of  thefe  men  indeed  became  peripa- 
tetics, or  Aided  from  platonifm  into  ftoicifm,  like  the  philofc- 
pher  Antiochus  whom  TuLLy  mentions*;  whilft  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  aflent  was  ftill  maintained,  as  the  true  principle  of 
the  academy  old  and  new,  by  Clitomachus,  Philo,  and 
Tullv.  VARRofays,  in  the  academics,  there  was  no  difference 
between  the  peripatetics,  certain  dogmatifts  no  doubt,  and  the 
old  academy  -f.  Tully  fays,  that  the  academy  they  called 
the  new,  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  fame  as  the  old  §.  Thus 
the  matter  ftood  in  Greece  and  at  Rome.  But  the  platonifm 
that  prevailed  in  Afia  and  Egypt,  and  was  taught  in  the  fa- 
mous fchool  of  Alexandria,  was  unqueftionably  dogmatical  in 
every  point.  If  the  philofophers  in  thofe  countries  did  not  find 
it,  they  made  it  fuch.  It  could  not  otherwife  have  fuited  the 
characters,  nor  have  anfwered  the  purpofes  of  Jews,  of  Chriftians, 
and  of  thofe  who  oppofed  chriftianity  :  by  all  of  whom  it  was, 
in  fome  degree,  and  in  a  different  manner,  adopted,  according 
to  the  method  of  the  eclectic  feet  that  Pot  a  mo  of  Alexandria 
founded.  The  object  of  this  feet  was  very  fpecious.  Thefe 
philofophers  were  to  felect  the  beft  and  trueft  placits  from  all 
others.  But  we  may  conclude  that  they  felected,  conformably 
to  the  human  character,    fuch  as  agreed  beft  with  their  own 

*  In  academ. 
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opinions,  according  to  the  account  Diogenes  Laer*tius  * 
gives  of  Potamo,  that  he  chofe  thofe  things  that  pleafed  him 
moft.  Thus  the  Jews  took  fome  dogmas,  the  Chriftians  more, 
and  the  Pagans  moft  of  all,  from  Plato's  philofophy ;  which 
became  accidentally  of  greater  extent,  duration,  and  impor- 
tance than  the  author  had  any  reafbn  to  expect. 

There  are  many  things  unintelligible  in  the  antient  philofo- 
phers,  many  inconfiftent  and  contradictory,  even  among  thole 
who  wrote  with  the  greateft  clearnefs  and  precilion ;  for  I  ex- 
cept neither  Cicero  nor  Seneca.  It  would  be  time  well  faved 
to  negledt  the  flrft,  and  nothing  can  be  more  ridiculous  than 
the  pains  that  learned  men  take  to  difguife  or  reconcile  the 
others,  inftead  of  owning  them  to  be,  what  after  all  their 
pains  they  are  forced  to  leave  them,  inconfiftencies  and  con- 
tradictions. But  Plato  has  this  peculiar  advantage  over  all 
the  philosophers  of  any  name.  He  has  puzzled  mankind, 
not  only  by  particular  pafTages  in  his  writings,  but  about  his 
own  general  character  as  an  author.  The  dogmatifts,  and  the 
fceptics,  for  fuch  in  truth  the  academicians  were,  have  claim- 
ed him :  and  it  is  at  this  hour  a  problematical  point  at  leaft, 
whether  this  great  philofopher  and  divine  gave  a  full  anent  to 
the  truth  of  his  own  doctrines.  To  all  of  them,  to  fome  of 
the  principal,  he  could  not.  They  were  the  fruits  of  his  own 
and  of  other  men's  invention ;  and  he  muft  have  been  confcious 
that  they  were  fo,  as  I  obferved  above. 


SECTION     XIV. 

It  is  in  itfelf  of  little  moment  in  what  fpirit,  and  on  what 
motive,  Plato  writ,  who  or  what  he  was,     The  weight  of 

II  In  praefac. 

reafon, 


ESSAY     THE     FOURTH. 


361 


rcafon,  and  not  the  authority  of  an  author,  fhould  decide  our 
opinions  * :  and  this  philofopher  himfelf  fpeaks  very  ftrongly 
to  this  purpofe,  in  many  places,  in  the  Gorgias  particularly. 
If  a  doctrine,  which  Plato  taught,  be  fupported  by  reafon  or 
revelation,  we  ought  to  receive  it  with  that  aflent  which  is  due 
to  truth  -f- ;  tho  he  were  a  fceptic  under  the  mafk  of  a  dogma- 
tift.  If  any  of  his  doctrines  are  fupported  neither  by  reafon 
nor  revelation,  we  ought  to  reject  them  ;  tho  he  were  a  dog- 
matift  under  the  mafk  of  a  fceptic.  This  is  evident :  and 
yet  chriftian  divines  have  been  in  all  ages  as  zealous  to  make 
him  pafs  for  a  dogmatift,  as  if  nothing  more  was  necefTary  to 
eftablim  the  truth  of  a  doctrine  than  to  be  aflured  that  he 
thought  it  true,  and  taught  it  as  fuch.  In  the  mean  time, 
they  did  not  enough  conlider  that  they  made  a  fool  or  a  knave 
of  their  favorite  philofopher.  Wrong  methods  of  inquiring 
after  truth  and  knowledge,  and  frequent  contentions  about 
them,  ended  in  a  difpute  at  laft,  not  whether  there  was  any 
fuch  thing  as  truth,  but  whether  there  was  any  fuch  thing  as 
knowledge.  From  hence  arofe  dogmatifts,  acataleptics,  and 
fceptics  §.  If  Plato  was  one  of  the  former,  who  boafted 
that  they  had  found  the  truth,  and  if  there  can  be  on  every 
fubject  one  opinion  alone  true, ,  how  came  he  to  have  different 
opinions  on  the  fame  fubject,  not  tranfiently  nor  inadvertently 
mentioned,  but  formally  delivered  and  maintained  ?  In  the 
other  two  characters,  if  he  believed  all  things  to  be  abfblutely 
incomprehenfible,  or  if  he  reftrained  his  aflent  becaufe,  tho 
he  did  not  deny  that  truth  might  be  found,  he  did  not  clctcr- 


*  Non  tam  auctores 
Deor.  1.  1. 

—  Alii  alios  fe  convincere  arbitrantur,  cum 


quam  rationis  momenta  quaerenda  funt.     Cic.  de  Nat. 


multos  et  celebres  teftes 


produxerint verum  haec  probationis  ratio  nuilius  eft  momenti  ad  veritatem,  &c. 

§  Ex  philofophis  alii  fe  verum  adinvenifle  jactant,   et  dogmatici  appellantur. 

Alii  pronunciant,  verum  nee  inveniri  nee  percipi  poile,  et  cataleptici  dicuntur. 

Alii,  afienfum  fuftinentes,  neque  ftatuunt  verum  inventum  eflfe,  neque  inveniri  pone 
negant,  et  dicuntur  fceptici,  confideratores,  et  ephectici,  cohibitores  afienfus. 

Vol.  IV.  A  a  a  mine 
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mine  neither  that  it  had  been  found;  in  thefe  two  characters, 
I  fay,  he  might  very  fairly,  tho  not  very  ufefully,  deliver 
contrary  opinions,  and  defend  or  oppofe  any  of  them  hypothe- 
tically.  But  neither  the  fuppofition  of  two  doctrines,  nor  of 
two  fenfes,  nor  of  two  characters,  in  Plato,  that  ftale  arti- 
fice by  which  critics  make  authors  fay  or  not  fay  whatever  they 
pleafe,  will  excufe  him  as  a  dogmatift,  if  he  was  one,  and  a 
dogmatift  too  who  treated  the  raoft  important  points  of  know- 
ledge, fince  the  being  of  a  God,  the  worfhip  of  him,  the  nrft 
principles  of  things,  and  the  conduct  of  providence,  were  fome 
of  the  objects  of  it. 

My  way  of  thinking,  which  I  have  found  no  where  the 
leaft  reafon  to  alter,  would  hinder  me  from  any  farther  confi- 
deration  of  Plato  in  this  refpect,  if  it  was  not  worth  our  while 
to  confider  how  feebly  the  authorities  we  value  the  moft  are 
often  founded.  The  fathers  of  the  chriflian  church  have 
maintained  that  Plato  was  a  dogmatift,  and  well  they  might ; 
iince  Numenius,  a  pythagorean  philofopher,  afierted  the 
fame  of  Pyrrho,  and  fince  Sext us  Empiricus  fays*,  that 
Arcesilaus  was  fufpected  to  be  another.  With  the  paradox 
concerning  Pyrrho  I  have  nothing  to  do ;  but  furely  it  is  as 
little  poflible  to  imagine  what  grounds  Sextus,  who  lived  four 
hundred  years  after  Arcesilaus,  or  St.  Austin,  who  lived 
above  a  century  later,  or  indeed  any  man  of  his  own  age, 
country  or  fchool,  could  have  to  make  a  dogmatift  of  one  who 
difclaimed  all  knowledge  like  him,  even  that  which  Socrates 
excepted,  the  knowledge  of  his  ignorance,  as  it  is  to  imagine 
what  Numenius  meaned  when  he  imputed  dogmatifm  to 
Pyrrho.  A  man,  who  made  it  the  bufinefs  of  his  life,  and 
the  principle  of  his  profeftion,  to  difpute  againft  every  propor- 
tion that  could  be  advanced,  was  not  furely  a  fceptic  in  ap- 

*  Lib.  i.  cap.  31. 
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pearancc  alone,  "  prima  fronte,"  as  Skxtus  fays,  but  inward- 
ly and  in  very  good  earneft.  Notwithstanding  this,  St. 
Austin  *  took  the  fadt  for  granted,  and  wrought  up  in  his 
warm  imagination  a  very  fubtile  and  pious  fcheme  of  policy, 
which  is  almoft  too  fanciful  for  the  faint,  and  which  no  man, 
lefs  vifionary  than  he,  can  believe  that  the  philofopher  ever  en- 
tertained. Some  fuch  there  have  been,  however,  and  a  reve- 
rend father  f  of  the  oratory  in  France  has  treated  this  whimfy 
very  ferioufly. 

The  ftoicians  then,  according  to  St.  Austin,  placing  the 
chief  happinefs  of  man  in  virtue,  that  is,  in  the  mind,  the  epi- 
cureans placing  it  in  volupty,  that  is,  in  the  body,  and  the  pla- 
tonifts  placing  it  in  the  enjoyment  of  God,  the  latter  judged 
very  wifely,  that  it  was  proper  to  prepare  the  way  to  truth  by 
deftroying,  in  the  firft  place,  the  errors  of  thofe  feclis.  They 
faw  that  their  own  fublime  dodtrine  would  fall  into  contempt, 
if  they  published  it  among  men  immerfed  in  fenfe,  like  the 
epicureans,  or  even  among  the  ftoicians,  who  gave  the  prefe- 
rence indeed  to  virtue,  but  who  could  not  raife  their  concep- 
tions up  to  fomething  divine  and  immaterial,  to  fomething 
above  mind  as  above  body,  to  fomething  knowable  by  pure  in- 
tellect, and  yet  far  fuperior  to  it,  that  is,  up  to  God.  They 
knew  that  they  mould  not  be  heard,  if  they  went  about  to 
teach  men  who  believed  atoms,  or  the  four  elements,  to  be  the 
firft  principles  of  all  things,  that  all  things  proceeded  from  an 
immaterial  wifdom  §.  They  considered  farther,  that  the  epi- 
cureans being  perfuaded  their  fenfes  never  deceived  them,  and 
the  ftoicians  believing,   like  the  ariftotelians,  that  altho  their 

*  Ep.  ad  Those,  ep.  n8.ed.  bened. 
T  Thomassin  de  la  maniere  d'etudier  la  philof. 

§  N.  B.  This  is  laid  purely  to  do  honor  to  Plato,  for  he  was  abfurd  enough  to 
make  matter  and  ideas  firft  principles  jointly  v/ixh  God. 
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fenfes  might  fometimes  deceive  them,  yet  they  could  not  acquire, 
without  the  ailiftance  of  their  fenfes,  any  knowledge  of  the  truth 
ot  things,  it  would  be  to  little  purpofe  to  tell  either  the  one  or 
the  other  that  the  only  Being,  which  has  a  real  exiftence,  can- 
not be  reprefented  to  the  mind  by  any  of  the  images  of  fenfe,  and 
that  this  immutable  Being  is  that  alone  which  we  conceive  truly ; 
becaufe  pure  intellect,  which  alone  perceives  the  truth  of  things, 
alone  perceives  the  exiftence  of  this  Being. 

Now  fince  Arcesilaus  could  not  flatter  himfelf  that  thefe 
fublime  doctrines  would  be  received,  againft  the  philofophical 
prejudices  that  prevailed  in  his  time,  it  behoved  him  to  look 
forward,  and  to  convey  the  pure  ftreams  that  flowed  from  the 
fprings  Plato  had  opened,  as  St.  Austin  *  exprefles  himfelf  in 
one  of  his  letters,  thro  a  channel  fhaded  and  covered  by  bram- 
bles and  thorns,    left  they  fhould  be  expofed  to  beafts  that 
would  render  them  foul  and  muddy.     Nothing  lefs  than  a 
fubmiflive  faith,    fuch  a  faith  as  he  mentions  in  his  letter  to 
Consentius  f,    a  faith  that  muft  precede  reafon  in  order  to 
purify  the  heart,  and  to  prepare  the  mind  to  comprehend  what 
it  ought  to  admit  implicitly  at  firft,  could  impofe  fuch  doc- 
trines, and  nothing  lefs  than  the  authority  of  one  who  was  God 
and  man  could  impofe  fuch  a  faith.     Now  the  platonicians 
could  produce  no  authority  of  this  kind,  nor  fhew  a  God  abafed 
and  humbled  before  the  coming  of  Christ.     They  were  in  the 
right,  therefore,  to  conceal  their  dodrines,  till  this  great  event 
happened.     But  as  foon  as  it  happened,  they  opened  the  whole 
fecret  of  their  theology  and  metaphylics.   Some  of  them,  indeed,, 
were  corrupted  by  the  damnable  curiofity  of  magic.     But  many 
of  them  acknowledged  Jesus  to  be  that  God  and  man,  in  whom 
immutable  wifdom  and  truth  were  incarnated,,  and  by  whofe 
mouth  the  eternal  eflence  had  fpoken  to  mankind. 

*  Tq  Hermog.  ep.  1,  ed.  benedic.  +  Ep;  120.  ed.  bencdic. 
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Such  are  the  notions  that  St.  Austin  endeavours  to  give  in 
fome  of  his  epiftles,  and  in  his  books  againft  the  academics,  to 
eftablifh  the  opinion  that  Plato  was  a  dogmatift,    and    to  ac- 
count for  the  conduct  of  his  fceptical  followers.     But  this  in- 
genious fcheme  hangs  ill  together.     What  has  been  faid  above, 
concerning  the  motives  that  Arcesilaus  had  to  make  a  pub- 
lic profeiTion  of  fcepticifm,    feems  much  more  probable  than 
what  our  african  bifhop  advances.     Plato  had  rivals  and  ene- 
mies among  the  philofophers,  Aristippus  and  Diogenes  the 
cynic,  for  inftance,    who  embarrafled  him  more    than   once. 
But  in  his  time,  and  for  fome  time  after  him,    no  fchool  grew 
up  that  could  vie  with  his.    Aristotle,  who  founded  one  that 
became  famous,  heard  Plato  twenty  years,  that  is,  till  Pla- 
to died.     Epicurus  did  not  come  to  Athens  till  Xenocrates 
was  at  the  head  of  the  academy,  nor  begin  to  teach  fo  foon ;. 
and  Zeno  and   Arcesilaus  were  fcholars  of  Polemo  at  the 
fame  time.  Thus  far  the  courfe  of  the  academy  glided  fmooth- 
ly  on.     But  here  the  contefts  began  j    and  the  fubtilties  of  the 
portic  were  the  more  to  be  feared  by   Arcesilaus,    becaufe 
Zeno,  who  fet  up  this  rival  fchool,    had  been  received  in  the 
academy,  and  had   learned,    like  a  fpy,    where  and    how  it 
might  be  attacked  with  mod  advantage.     Other  dogmatic  fedls. 
grew  up  and  ftrengthened  at  the  fame  time :   and  the  furefl  way 
to  divert  their  attacks,  was  to  attack  them  all  on  this  one  prin- 
ciple eftablifhed  by  Socrates,   "  nihil  fciri,  nihil  percipi  pofle." 
If  Arcesilaus  had  gone  about  to  defend  his  mafter's  doctrines,, 
which  were  not  eafy  to  be  defended,  furrounded  as  he  was  by- 
enemies,  he  muft  have  been  beat  on  every  fide ;  whereas  by  re- 
nouncing all  pretenfions   to  knowledge,    he  had   nothing  to 
defend,  had  no  recrimination  to  fear,  and  might  attack,  with, 
his  whole  force.     We  may  add,  perhaps,  a  motive  of  pique  to> 
this  of  policy  j  for  befides  that  Aucesilaus  was  pkmetl  per- 

fonalJy 


366         ESSAY     THE     FOURTH. 

fonally  by  Zeno,  who  employed  the  arms  he  had  acquired  in 
the  academy  againft  that  fchool,  nothing  could  be  more  pro- 
voking than  the  arrogance  wherewith  the  ftoics  exacted  the 
fame  affent  to  their  moft  extravagant  paradoxes,  as  the  mind 
gives  to  truths  that  are  objects  even  of  intuitive  knowledge. 
Thus  we  may  eafily  conceive,  that  it  happened  in  philofophy 
on  this  occafion,  as  it  has  happened  in  religion  on  many.  Ex- 
cefs  on  one  fide  produced  excefs  on  the  other.  So  fabellianifm 
gave  occafion  to  arianifm,  and  the  foppery  of  Rome  to  the  ruf- 
ticity  of  Geneva.  So  the  dogmatical  prefumption  of  Zeno, 
who  affirmed  the  world  to  be  a  rational  animal,  as  confidently 
as  he  affirmed  it  to  be  light  at  noon  *,  pufhed  Arcesilaus  to 
deny  every  kind  and  degree  of  knowledge. 

But  it  is  not  enough  to  have  fhewn  that  this  account  is  pro- 
bable, unlefs  a  fhort  and  obvious  reflection  be  added  to  mew, 
that  it  is  impofiible  the  motives  St.  Austin  affignstothe  con- 
duct of  Arcesilaus  and  the  academics  mould  be  true.  Now, 
I  afk,  whether  thefe  philofophers  could  mean  to  conceal  the  doc- 
trines of  Plato,  which  had  been  publicly  taught  by  more  of 
his  fucceflbrs  than  St.  Austin  mentions,  and  which  were  con- 
tained in  his  writings  ?  They  might  abandon  the  defence  of 
thefe  doctrines,  and  mew  little  regard  to  them,  but  they  could 
not  mean  to  conceal  them,  and  referve  them  for  a  more  pro- 
per conjuncture,  as  St.  Austin  aflerts.  They  might  do  fb 
the  rather,  and  with  a  due  regard  to  the  honor  of  their  founder, 
flnce  by  abandoning  thefe  they  did  not  abandon  him.  He 
had  jumbled  two  oppofite  characters  mofl  prepofteroufly  toge- 
ther. He  was  fometimes  apparently  a  dogmatift,  and  made 
even  Socrates  talk  in  that  ftyle.  But  full  the  known  fcepti- 
cal  character  of  the  matter  was  the  real  character  of  the  fcho- 

*  — fcfec  magis  apparebit  nunc  lucere,  quoniam  ftoicus,  quam  hunc  mundum  efle 
fapientem.  Acad. 
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lar.  This  character  therefore  Arcesilaus  and  Carneades  af- 
fumed,  as  foon  as  it  was  for  the  honor  and  intereft  of  their 
fchool  to  abandon  the  other,  and  deemed  themfelves,  no  doubt, 
more  truly,  platonicians,  than  any  of  thofe  who  had  been  at 
the  head  of  the  academy  before  them.  I  confound  Arcesi- 
laus and  Carneades  together,  as  Tully  does:  for  tho  there 
might  be  fome  difference,  which  I  will  not  have  the  trouble 
of  coniidering,  between  the  notions  Carneades  had,  and  thofe 
of  Arcesilaus,  concerning  the  caufes  of  incomprehenfibility  ; 
yet  they  both  maintained,  with  equal  zeal,  and  Carneades, 
it  is  faid,  with  greater  force  of  argument,  that  we  are  unable 
to  arrive  at  the  truth  of  things  by  fenfe  or  by  reafon. 

If  Socrates  was  not  fo  great  a  genius,    even  with  the  help 
of  his  daemon,  as  he  has  been  reprefented,    he  was  certainly 
fomething  better  than  a  genius.     He   was    a  very  good  man : 
and  I  find  in  myfelf  an  unwillingnefs  to  believe  him  abfolutely 
a  fceptic,  both  on  this  account,  and  on  account  of  that  predi- 
lection, which  you  know  that  another  good  man,   our  friend, 
the  bifhop  of  Cloyne,  has  for  him.     That  he  might  be  fuch, 
as  to  phyfics  and  all  the  fciences  which  the  Greeks  called  ma- 
thematics,   or   difciplines  *,   I  can  ealily  believe.     Xenophon 
gave  the  lie  to  Plato,    and  all  thofe  who  pretended  that  he 
taught  them;  and  Socrates  himfelf  complained  bitterly,  when 
he  heard  the  Lyfis  read  f,  of  Plato's  mifreprefentations.  No 
philofopher  could  be  fo  ealily,  nor  fo  fafely,  mifreprefented.   He 
preached,   but  he  did  not  write:   and  we  know  nothing  more 
of  his  philofophy  than  the  fcraps  his  auditors  retained,  fome  of 
which  Xenophon  has  given  us  more  truly,  and  Plato  more 
copioufly.     He  picked  up  fcholars  occafionally  in  the  ftreets 
and  public  places  of  Athens,  and  was  a  miflionary  of  virtue  to 
them  all,  from  Alcibiades  down  to  the  meaneft  citizen.     He 

*  Aul.  Gellius.  t  Diog.  Laertius. 
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rather  refuted  the  fophifts,  than  labored  to  inftrucT:  directly : 
and  this  he  did  by  a  perpetual  dilTimulation  of  his  own  opini- 
ons, and  an  ironical  deference  to  theirs ;  which  manner  might 
give  an  air  of  fcepticifm  to  all  he  faid,  even  on  moral  lubjects. 
In  fhort,  if  I  cannot  believe  him  a  dogmatift,  I  will  not  believe 
him  an  abfolute  fceptic. 

Socrates  may  be  compared  to  the  Cimmerians,  who  were 
deprived  of  the  light  of  the  fun,  but  were  not  in  utter  darknefs. 
He  founded  his  ethics  on   probability,    if  you  pleafe;    but  it 
was  on  fuch  a  probability,  as  Tully  explains  in  his  reply  to 
Lucullus  ;  fuch  a  probability,  as  a  wife  man  muft  reft  upon, 
or  all  the  rules  of  life  will  be  fubverted.  If  this  was  fo,  the  dif- 
ference between  Socrates,  and  Arcesilaus,  and  Carneades 
was  very  great.     They  did  not  admit,    at  leaft  the  former  did 
not,    the    faint  light  of  probability,  and  could   be  fcarce  di- 
ftinguifhed  from  thofe  who  profeffed  pyrrhonifm :   tho  St.  Au- 
stin thought  fit  to  employ  even  the  former,  very  pioufly,  in 
preparing  the  way  for  the  reception  of  the  gofpel;  for  which 
he  had  no  authority  whatever,    except  that  of  his  own  wild 
imagination.     For  the  dogmatifm  of  Socrates  and  of  Plato, 
and  for  a  diftindUon  between  the  old  and  new  academy,  he  had 
fome  indeed.     Cicero  introduces  Lucullus,  in  the  academi- 
cal queftions,  comparing  Arcesilaus  to  Tiberius  Gracchus, 
and  complaining,  that  as  one  of  thefe  difturbed  the  peace  of 
an  excellent  commonwealth,    fo  the  other  overturned  philoso- 
phy, when  it  was  brought  to  perfection.     But  Tully  decides 
the  controversy,  without  regard  to  probable  arguments,  by  an 
appeal  to  fact.     He  had  a  bigot  veneration  for  Plato.     He 
had  ftudied  his  works  fo  long,    and  had   familiarifed  himfelf 
with  them  fo  much,  that  he  feemed  to  have  lived  with  this  phi- 
lofopher,    "  ut  pene  cum  his  vixifle  videar;"    as  he  fays   of 
Jiimfelf.     He  knew  Plato  better  than  St.  Austin,  and  he  af- 
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fertcd,  that  the  new  academy  was  the  fame  as  the  old  *,  if 
Plato,  who  founded  it,  was  to  be  reckoned  of  the  old,  in 
whofe  works  nothing  was  affirmed,  who  difputed  for  and 
againft  many  tilings,  inquired  about  all,  and  advanced  none 
as  certain  -f. 

If  Plato  muft  be  reckoned,  notwithstanding  this,  a  dog- 
matift,  it  will  be  equally  impoflible  to  juftify  the  regard,  that 
the  chriftian  fathers,  moft  of  them  at  leafl,  paid  to  him  them- 
felves,  and  that  they  encouraged  others  to  pay,  nor  the  ufe 
that  they  made  of  his  writings.  They  who  called  him  the 
homerical  philofopher  thought  more  juftly  of  him,  than  they 
who  called  him  the  attic  Moses,  or  than  they  who  ftill  more 
profanely  put  him  and  Plotinus,  and  even  Jesus  Christ, 
in  matters  of  doctrine,  on  a  level  §.  By  doing  this  they  de- 
filed chriftianity  with  many  fuperftitious  notions,  and  mixed 
their  theology  up  with  much  of  that  imaginary  fcience  about 
divine,  angelical,  and  human  natures,  which  was  derived  from 
Egypt  and  the  Eaft,  thro  Pythagoras  and  Plato  chiefly,  to 
the  Greeks  and  the  Romans,  and  from  thele  two  philofophers, 
thro  the  fchool  of  Alexandria  more  than  any  other  way  ;  for 
dogmatical  platonifm,  which  included  both,  florifhed  in  that 
fchool  more  than  it  had  ever  done  in  the  academy,  to  the 
whole  chriftian  world. 

But  farther,  and  to  fet  this  proceeding  off  in  all  the  colors 
it  deferves,  are  we  fure  that  Plato,  tho  a  dogmatift,  was 
much  in  earneft  on  every  point  of  theology  which  the  fathers 
of  the  church  took  from  him,    and  incorporated  into  the  chri- 


*  Academiam  novam,  quae  mihi  vetus  videtur. 

f  Nihil  affirmatur — in  utramque  partem  multa  differuntur,  de  omnibus  quaeri- 
tur,  nihil  certi  dicitur. 

§  Vid.  Ep.  Nebridji  ad  Augus. 

Vol.  IV.  B  b  b  ftian 
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ftian  fyftem,  as  explanatory  of  it,  or  additional  to  it  ?  He  might 
not  be  fo  moft  certainly.  Des  Cartes  was  dogmatift  enough 
in  all  confcience;  and  yet,  without  derogating  from  this  part 
of  his  character,  we  may  believe  that  he  was  not  very  ferious 
when  he  revived  the  whimfical  notion  of  JGomez  Pereyra, 
that  beafts  are  automates,  or  pieces  of  clock  work,  nor,  per- 
haps, when  he  maintained  the  plenum.  He  had  his  particular 
reafons  of  prudence,  to  fhelter  himfelf  from  fome  attacks,  that 
he  might  apprehend,  and  of  confiftency  to  make  the  hypo- 
thetical parts  of  his  philofophy  hang  the  better  together,  as  well 
as  of  conformity  to  certain  received  opinions.  Plato  might 
have  reafons  of  the  fame,  or  of  other  kinds.  It  would  not  be 
hard  to  point  out  fome  fuch :  and  if  he  had  no  other,  philofo- 
phical  obfervation  alone,  and  the  deiire  of  acquiring  fame  by 
the  publication  of  a  new  and  more  fublime  fyftem,  for  fo  all 
things  that  are  unintelligible  in  metaphyseal  theology  are  called, 
would  have  determined  him  to  ranfack  antient  legends,  as  well 
as  his  own  imagination,  for  every  thing  that  might  ferve  to 
this  purpofe.  We  may  believe  this  the  more  eafily,  fince  there 
runs  thro  all  his  works  a  tinfelled  embroidery  of  this  kind,  on  a 
ground  of  low  conceits  and  tedious  irony : 

"  Purpureus,  late  qui  fplendeat,  unus,  et  alter 
"  Adfuitur  pannus." 

Now  if  Plato  may  bejuftly  fufpected  of  fuch  a  proceeding, 
how  ridiculous,  as  well  as  abfurd  and  profane,  ought  we  to 
efteem  that  of  the  fathers  of  the  church?  If  the  doctrines  of 
Plato  are  conformable  to  the  gofpel,  which  I  think  they  are 
not  exactly  in  any  one  inftance,  except  in  fome  of  the  moral 
doctrines,  it  is  abfurd :  if  they  are  different,  or  more  exteniive 
in  any  refpect,  it  is  profane  to  make  them  a  fupplemental  code 
to  the  evangelical  fyftem  of  faith.  But  if  he  publifhed  things 
tkat  were  neither  dictated  to  him  by  his  reafon,  nor  even  be- 
lieved 


ESSAY     THE     FOURTH. 


371 


lieved  by  him,  whatever  thefe  tilings  were,  and  how  true  foever 
they  might  appear  on  fome  other  authority,  it  was  fovercignly 
ridiculous  to  accept  them  in  any  degree  for  fuch  on  his.  Of  all 
this  abfurdity,  profanenefs,  and  ridicule,  they  who  built  up 
chriftian  theology  were  guilty.  Inftead  of  commenting  plato- 
nifm  by  chriftianity,  they  commented  chriftianity  by  platonifm. 
Inftead  of  applying  revelation  to  explain,  and  the  authority  of 
the  revealer  to  confirm,  what  they  thought  to  be  true  in  his 
writings,  they  applied  platonic  philofophy  to  introduce  and  ex- 
plain chriftian,  and  the  authority  of  Plato  to  confirm  wliat 
they  received  for  true  on  the  authority  of  Christ.  They 
added  the  epiftles  to  the  gofpels,  the  doctrines  of  Paul  to  thofe 
of  Christ;  and  to  all  thefe,  the  refveries  of  heathen  philofo- 
phy, rabinical  extravagance,  and  chriftian  cnthufiafm,  till  the 
apocalypfe  became  a  part  of  our  holy  fcriptures,.  and  the  atha- 
nafian  creed  a  fummary  of  our  faith. 


SECTION     XV. 


I  do  not  expect,  on  this  occafion,  from  you  the  anfwer  I 
mould  be  fure  to  have  from  perfons  more  orthodox,  than  I  know 
you  to  be,  in  the  faith  of  the  pretended  catholic  church.  Such 
perfons  would  inftft  on  the  authority  of  the  church,  by  whicli 
all  this  heathen  lore  has  been  fanctified,  and  ground  this  autho- 
rity on  paflages  of  the  fcriptures,  as  they  ground  the  authority 
of  the  fcriptures  on  that  of  the  church.  This  circular  proof 
would  deferve  no  other  anfwer  than  that  of  filent  contempt. 
Clement  of  Alexandria  opens  another  way,  to  juftify  himfelf, 
and  other  fathers,  for  adopting  fo  much  heathen  theology  into 
chriftianity.  He  fuppofes  every  fyftem  of  grecian  and  barbarian 
philofophy  to  have  been  a  branch  of  the  eternal  truth  *,    and 

*  — Aeternae  veritatis  avulfam  quandam  particulam.  Strom,  lib.  i. 

B  b  b  2  all 
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all  thefe  branches  to  have  been  united  in  the  chriftian  fyftem, 
like  the  trunk  of  the  tree  of  all  divine  truth.     Thus  the  doc- 
trines of  heathen  theology,  that  were  taught  by  Plato  and  Py- 
thagoras, and  derived  from  Egypt  and  the  Eaft,  are  not  fanc- 
tified  by  a  fort  of  retro-active  power,  but  are  made  divine  by 
their  original.     If  now  by  thefe  terms  we  do  not  underftand, 
that  the  human  mind  rifes  up  to  the  fupreme  mind,    is  united 
with  it,  and  contemplates  the  ideas  that  are  in  it;  if  we  do  not 
underftand,  that  the  intellect  of  man  is  a  part  of  the  intellect  of 
God,  as  the  foul  of  man  was  thought  to  be  a  part  of  the  deity, 
or  of  the  foul  of  the  univerfe ;    in  fhort,     if  we  do  not  under- 
ftand them  according  to  any  of  thole  myftical,  metaphyseal  no- 
tions, that  platonifm  propagated,  and  that  Clement  was  very 
likely  to  intend,    they  are  capable  of  receiving  a  very  true  fenfe. 
There  are,  no  doubt,  in  theology  fome  truths  that  human  rea- 
fon,  the  gift  of  God,   and  in  this  fenfe  alone  divine,    is  fuffici- 
ent  to  demonftrate,    according  to  thofe    criterions  of  human 
knowledge,   the  things  that  are,  and  that  we  know  to  be  as  the 
author  of  all  nature  ordained  that  they  mould  appear  to  crea- 
tures in  our  rank  of  being.     Several  fuch  truths  the  pagan  phi- 
Iofophers  difcovered.     But  then  they  blended  them  with  raon- 
ftrous  errors,  derived  from  various  extremes,    by  planning  the 
divine  order  and  oeconomy  on  the  human,  or  by  neglecting  the 
phaenomena  of  nature,  or  by  making  extravagant   hypothefes 
to  account  for  them.  They  difcovered  the  unity  of  the  godhead, 
and  they  faw  that  worfhip  is  due  from  the  creature  to  the  crea- 
tor.    But  then  they  ran  into  ditheifm,  and  gave  up  the  unity, 
that  they  might  fave  the  goodnefs  of  the  Supreme  Being,  which 
they  imagined  very  falfely  to  be,  as  atheifts  objected  that  it  was, 
inconfiftent  with  the  phaenomena.     They  ran  farther  into  poly- 
theifm,  that  they  might  provide  a  multitude  of  agents  or    mi- 
nifters  to  execute  the  will   of  God,  and  to  govern  under  him, 
or  to  be  mediators  and  interceflbrs  with  him  in  behalf  of  man- 
kind. 
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kind.  As  they  took,  notions  of  mediation  and  interceflion,  fo 
they  took  others  of  attonement  and  expiation,  from  the  cha- 
racters of  men  and  of  governments.  Hence  the  offerings  and 
Sacrifices,  fanguinary  facrifices,  human  facrifices,  fuch  as  the 
Carthaginians,  our  Druids,  the  Mexicans,  and  other  barbarous 
people  have  inftituted  ;  from  which  examples,  of  the  utmoft 
depravation  of  liu man  reafon,  that  ignorance,  fuperftition,  and 
habits  of  cruelty  can  beget,  divines  would  fometimes  prove 
that  fuch  facrifices,  and  the  appealing  of  God  by  blood  *,  are 
agreeable  to  the  natural  reafon  of  mankind. 

It  muft  be  confefled,  however,  that  even  in  thefe  days, 
men,  whole  natural  reafon  was  not  thus  depraved,  faw  by  the 
light  of  reafon  alone  how  abominable  fuch  rites  as  thefe  were, 
and  little  by  little,  as  their  reafon  improved,  how  abfurd  all 
their  other  rites,  and  almoft  all  their  theological  opinions  were  -f-. 
Polytheifm  was  mitigated;  idolatry  was  in  good  meafure  di- 
ftinguilhed  away,  among  the  philofophers  at  leafl.  Oracles 
and  the  arts  of  divination  grew  into  contempt :    and  if  hea- 


*  Vid.  Thomassin.  maniere  d'etudier  la  philofoph.  &c. 

T  It  may  be  worth  while  to  obferve  here  what  is  faid  by  a  very  great  and  worthy 
man,  in  a  book  writ  on  the  principles  of  Hutchinson,  to  fhew  that  chriftianity  is 
indeed  very  near  as  old  as  the  creation.  He  admits,  that  this  belief  is  of  all  others  the 
mod  unreafonable,  except  as  it  is  explained  in  the  original.  What  now  is  the  origi- 
nal, by  the  explanation  of  which  this  belief  becomes  reafonable?  It  was  the  decree 
of  God,  that  a  faviour  mould  die  to  atone  by  his  blood  for  the  fins  of  men.  It 
was  therefore  his  command,  that  to  keep  this  revelation  in  mind,  the  future  facrifice 
of  the  faviour  fhould  be  emblematically  and  prophetically  reprefented  by  fhedding 
the  blood  of  beads  in  facrifices,  accompanied  with  many  typical  and  emblematical 
circumftances.  No  other  invention  could  be  fo  likely  to  preferve,  and  perpetuate, 
the  knowledge  and  belief  of  a  revelation  fo  neceflary  to  mankind.  Strange  abfurdi- 
ties!  the  bloody  facrifice  to  be  made  fo  many  thoufand  years  afterwards  was  that  of 
the  fon  of  God,  of  the  very  God,  and  the  emblematical  inftitution  continued 
among  men,  who  foon  forgot  that  it  was  typical  and  emblematical  only.  Thus  it 
ferved  to  no  other  purpofe,  than  to  lead  men  into  an  opinion,  that  die  deity  was  im- 
placable, and  fins  unforgiveable,  unlefs  he  was  appeafed,  and  they  were  atoned  foe 
by  the  fhedding  of  blood. 

thenifni 


374 


ESSAY     THE. FOURTH. 


thenifm  was  kept  up  by  men  above  the  vulgar,  it  feemed  to  be 
fo  only  by  the  priefts  for  lucre,  and  by  others  for  fear  of  having 
no  religion  at  all.      Thus  the  way  was  prepared  by  reafon  for 
revelation,   in  the  countries  where  chriftianity  firft  appeared, 
and  which  were  enlightened  by  philofophy.    Philofophy  had  be- 
gun to  fpiritualife  religion,   by  exploding  many  of  the  grofs, 
the  carnal  conceptions  of  heathen  theology,  and  by  fubftituting 
an  inward  devotion,  purity  of  heart,  and  a  pious  difpofition  of 
mind,  to  the  outward  pomp  and  ceremony  of  worfhip.     That 
this  reprefentation  is  true,   the  works  of  Plato  alone  would  be 
fufficient  to  prove;  altho  Eusebius  *  was  defirous  to  make  it 
believed,  that  no  reformation  had  been  made  even  in  the  opi- 
nions of  philofophers,  before  chriftianity  :   but  that,  being  then 
grown  afhamed  of  their  polytheifm  and  idolatry,  they  endea- 
voured to  conceal  them  under  the  pretence  and  difguife  of  alle- 
gory.    In  all  cafes,  when  chriftianity  was  once  eftablifhed,  the 
means  of  carrying  this  reformation  of  opinions  to  perfection  were 
in  the  hands  of  chriftian  philofophers  and  divines.      It  might 
have  been  expected  too  that  revelation  would  unite,  in  one  uni-> 
form  fyftem  of  theology,  all  the  converted  Pagans,  whom  rea- 
fon had  not  been  able  to  reconcile ;   fince  they  had  now,  in  the 
word  of  God,  a  fure  criterion,  by  which  to  try  the  truth  of  their 
opinions. 

The  very  contrary  happened.  They  differed  as  much  as 
ever,  and  with  uncharitablenefs  and  hatred  that  had  been  un- 
known to  them  before  their  conversion.  Whilft  they  were 
Pagans,  they  difputed  without  quarrelling,  and  even  embraced 
oppofite  feds  without  becoming  enemies.  We  fee  the  ftoic, 
the  epicurean,  and  the  academic  meeting  amicably  together  in 
Tully's  works,  which  reprefent  the  manners  of  the  age. 
They  endeavour  to  refute  one  another ;  but  they  live  in  the  ut- 

*  Praep.  Evangel. 
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mod  intimacy  of  friendfhip :  and  if  Carneades  was  exafpe- 
rated  againft  die  ftoics,  on  account  of  their  dogmatical,  and,  as 
we  may  venture  to  pronounce,  their  trifling  but  afluming  airs, 
neither  Tully  nor  even  Cotta  were  fo*.  Nay  the  former 
inclined,  as  much  as  an  academic  could  incline,  to  ftoiciim  : 
and  Seneca,  who  was  profeflfedly  of  this  feet,  and  he,  fpeak 
often  with  the  greatcft  regard  of  Epicurus,  and  with  the  great- 
eft  tendernefs  of  their  epicurean  friends. 

How  it  came  to  pafs  that  men,  who  had  embraced  oppofite 
opinions  without  acrimony,  whilft  they  were  heathens,  became 
inveterate  enemies  for  this  very  reafon,  when  they  were  Chri- 
ftians,  or  how  they  came  to  be  more  divided  than  ever,  even 
when  they  had  one  common  rule  of  faith  and  do&rine  which 
they  all  acknowledged  alike,  is  not  very  hard  to  conceive. 
Whilft  they  were  merely  philofophers,  they  were'  attached  to 
fome  feci:  or  other,  not  only  by  the  illufions  of  their  own  ima- 
ginations, by  their  affections  and  paflions,  by  ambition  and 
private  intereft,  but  by  prejudices  and  habits  contracted  early, 
and  fometimes  before  they  were  able  to  judge  for  themfelves. 
To  this  feet,  whichever  it  was,  they  adhered :  and  that  which 
we  may  obferve  frequently  in  the  political  ftruggles  of  our  mi- 
ferable  parties,  happened,  no  doubt,  in  thofe  theological  conten- 
tions -f .  A  falfe  point  of  honor  prevailed  fometimes  over  the 
love  of  truth  j  it  determined  the  will  even  againft  the  judg- 
ment :  and  men  chofe  rather  to  err  with  thofe  with  whom  they 
had  long  erred,    than  go  right  in  new  company,    or   alone. 


difp.  1 

t- 


Contra  quorum  difciplinam  ingenium  ejus,  Carneadis,  exarferat.     Tufc. 


•  Caeteri  primum  ante  tenentur  adftricti,  quam,  quid  eflet  optimum,  judi- 

care  potuerunt. inrirmiffimo  tempore  actatis,  aut  obfecuti  amico  cuidam,  aut 

una  alicujus,  quern  primum  audierunt,  oratione  capti,  de  rebus  incognitis  judicant, 
et  ad  quamcunque  funt  difciplinam  quafi  tempeftate  delati,  ad  earn  tanquam  ad 
faxum  adhaerefcunt.    Acad,  quaeft. 

But 
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But  ftill,  as  they  were  mere  philofophers,  and  had  nothing 
but  reafon,  their  own  or  that  of  their  party,  to  oppofe  to  rea- 
fon  in  every  inftance  in  which  they  differed,  and  as  the  parti- 
cular opinions  of  no  one  feet  interefted  the  whole  body  of  phi- 
lofophers, the  ftate  or  the  church  in  any  country,  thele  men 
might  differ,  before  their  converfion  to  chriftianity,  without 
thofe  incentives  to  uncharitablenefs  and  hatred,  which  acted 
fo  powerfully  on  the  malignity  of  their  hearts  afterwards.  As 
foon  as  this  malignity  could  exert  itfelf,  under  the  fpecious 
pretence  of  zeal  for  the  honor  of  God  and  for  the  purity  of  the 
faith,  it  broke  out  with  violence.  Every  fide  aflumed  that  the 
word  of  God  fpoke  in  favor  of  them,  that  the  falvation  of 
fouls  depended  on  believing  as  they  believed,  and  that  all  thofe 
who  diffented  from  them  were  guilty  of  herefy ;  for  this  word 
grew  foon  into  fafhion,  and  from  having,  as  I  believe,  a  very 
innocent  Signification  at  firft,  it  came,  like  the  word  tyrant, 
and  fome  others,  to  convey  a  very  odious  idea  at  laft.  Here- 
tics then  were  enemies  to  God,  and  rebels  to  his  law.  They 
were  to  be  treated  as  fuch  by  the  orthodox  :  and  herefy  and  or- 
thodoxy being  determined  by  the  ftrength  and  weaknefs  of  par- 
ties, alternate,  and  therefore  conftant,  perfecution  was  eftablifh- 
td  in  the  church  of  Christ, 


SECTION     XVI. 

If  we  inquire  after  the  caufes  of  that  ftrange  multiplication 
of  feds,  which  have  grown  up  from  the  apoftolical  age  to  this, 
among  Chriftians,  it  feems  to  me  that  they  are  to  be  found  in 
the  metaphysical  madnefs  of  philofophers  mixing  with  the  enthu- 
fiafm  of  the  firft  Chriftians,  in  the  cabaliftical  practice  of  giving 
different  fenfes  to  the  fame  paflages  of  holy  writ,  in  the  uncer- 
tainty of  tradition,  and  in  the  ufe  that  a  diftincl:  order  of  men 

has 
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has  made,  in  every  chriftian  ftate,  of  thefe  and  other  circum- 
ftances  to  acquire  dominion  over  private  confciences. 

Men  run  naturally  from  extreme  to  extreme.  The  farther 
they  have  gone  into  one,  the  more  likely  it  is,  that  when  they 
recover  from  it  they  will  hurry  as  far  into  another :  fo  that 
reformation  is  often  nothing  more  than  a  change  of  error. 
Thus  it  happened  in  the  pagan  theology.  The  profeflbrs  of 
it,  and  the  people  in  general,  had  acknowledged  a  divine  na- 
ture ;  which  was  human  nature  under  a  different  name,  and 
placed  in  a  different  habitation.  Their  divinities,  from  Mo- 
mus  the  fon  of  night,  up  to  Jupiter  the  father  of  gods  and 
men,  were  in  truth  celeftial  and  immortal  men,  endued  with 
more  knowledge,  and  with  more  and  greater  powers ;  but  with 
all  thefe  after  the  manner  of  men,  and  diverted  neither  of  hu- 
man paffions  nor  of  human  vices.  Thefe  objects  of  adoration 
were  monftrous.  So  was  the  worihip  paid  to  them.  But  then, 
as  faft  as  philofophers  exploded  thefe  corporeal  notions,  for 
fuch  they  may  be  properly  called,  of  the  divine  nature,  and 
endeavoured  to  fpiritualife  it  in  their  thoughts  by  abftraction 
from  the  human,  they  refined  theology,  with  much  confufion 
and  obfcurity  of  ideas,  from  a  fyftem  of  phyfical  into  a  fyftem  of 
metaphyseal  fables ;  and  a  fort  of  intellectual  mythology  took 
the  place  of  the  former.  Mythology,  properly  fo  called,  ferved 
in  the  infancy  of  fcience  to  conceal  the  ignorance  of  philofo- 
phers. Of  the  cofmogonia  they  made  a  theogonia.  Such  the 
poets  taught,  and  multiplied  polytheifm  by  their  fuppofed  fcience, 
and  very  real  flattery.  Allegory  fiicceeded  and  ferved  to  con- 
ceal the  abfurdity  of  theology.  They  who  taught  it  grew  as 
mad  as  their  predeceflbrs  had  been  abfurd,  and  very  little  lefs 
profane.  The  few  remains  of  py thagorean  doctrines,  the  meta- 
physeal and  theological  parts  of  Plato's  writings,  and  above 
all  thofe  of  the  latter  pythagoreans  and  platonicians  which  are 
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in  our  hands,  will  juftify  what  is  here  advanced ;  for,  furely, 
no  men  who  were  thought  to  be  in  their  fenfes,  and  were  fuf- 
fered  to  go  about  without  their  keepers,    did  ever  talk  fuch 
nonfenfe  as  is  to  be  found  in  Porphyry,  Plotinus,  Jambli- 
cus,  and  thofe  who  have  been  infected  with  the  fame  phrenfy. 
Such  of  thefe  philofophers  as  oppofed  chriftianity,  oppofed  to 
the  marvellous  of  this  theology  the  marvellous  of  their  own, 
and  none  of  our  angelical  or  feraphic  doctors,  none  of  our  ra- 
vifhed   myftics,    ever   rofe   higher   in  illuminations,     vifions, 
and  rapturous  unions  with  the  divinity,    than  fome  of  them. 
On  the  other  hand,  many  of  thefe  philofophers  became  con- 
verts in  different  manners.     Platonifm  mixed  eafily  with  chri- 
ftianity ;   but  they  who  retained  moft  of  the  former,  infedted 
the  latter  with  innumerable  errors,  and  planted  or  watered  all 
the  herefies  that  ftarted  up  daily  in  the  firft  ages  of  the  church. 
Such  were  the  gnoftics  or  the  learned,  who,  under  pretence  of 
improving,  corrupted  the  fimplicity  of  the  religion  they  had  em- 
braced.    They  who  became  afterwards  the  greateft  lights  of 
the  church,  apologifts,  confeflbrs,    faints,  and  martyrs,    were 
determined  to  chriftianity  by  their  philofbphy,  as  well  as  the 
others,  and  came  full  fraught  with  platonifm  into  the  holy 
pale.     But  they  ufed  it  more  modeftly.     They  made  it  the 
hand-maid,  not  the  rival,  of  chriftianity :  and  tho  this  hand- 
maid governed  the  family,  and  took  a  principal  fhare  in  order- 
ing the  whole  fcheme  and  oeconomy  of  it,  yet  the  authority 
of  the  miftrefs  was  always  pretended.     Justin  owns  that  pla- 
tonifm prepared  him  to  be  a  Chriftian:   and  Origen,  a  man 
far  fuperior   to  the  good  martyr,  ran  as  platonically  mad,  in 
the  fecond  century,  as  Picus  of  Mirandola,  Ticinus,  Patri- 
cius,  or  any  of  the  renowned  platonicians,  in  the  fifteenth. 
I  know  not  whether  the  defpair  of  attaining  any  other  way  a 
full  knowledge  of  divine  truths,  which  Socrates  and  Plato 
had  fo  often  inculcated,    might  not  difpofe  thefe  men  to  re- 
ceive 
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ceive  a  revelation,  to  prefer  faith  to  uncertainty,  and,  fince 
they  could  not  fix  their  minds  on  thefe  fubjecls  by  reafbn,  to 
fix  them  by  authority,  as  the  difciples  of  Pythagoras  did. 

Tho  I  afcribe  fo  much  to  the  mere  influence  of  philofophy, 
and  believe  it  to  have  been  the'  frantic  mother  of  a  frantic 
offspring,  I  do  not  mean  to  exclude  abfolutely  that  of  grace  on 
this  occafion,  tho  I  confefs  that  I  have  no  conception  of  it,  nor 
to  deny  that  this  directed  in  fome  meafure  the  other :   and,  to 
prove  that  I  do  not,  I  will  quote  the  example  and  authority  of 
St.  Austin,  to  mew  how  thefe  two  co-operated  in  him,  and 
how  the  firfr.  prepared  him,   by  God's  immediate  appointment, 
for  the  laft,    in  one  of  the  moll  fublime  articles  of  chriftian 
faith.     The  faint  laments   in  the  feventh  book  of  his  con- 
feffions,    the  grievous  errors  in  which  he  had  been  engaged 
concerning  the  divine  nature,    and  the  original  of  evil,    on 
both  of  which  he  had  followed  the  opinions  of  the  mani- 
chaeans.     He  relates  the  fteps  by  which  he  was  delivered  from 
thefe  errors,    as  well  as  from  the  fuperftition  of  aftrology  and 
divination,  and  the  approaches  he  made  to  truth  by  the  helps 
that  God  procured  him.     After  this,  he  breaks  out  into  ejacu- 
lations of  thanks  to  God,    who  had  taken  pity  on  him,  and 
had  procured  him  fome  books  of  platonic  philofophy,  wherein 
he  found  the  divinity  of  the  Word  eftablifhed  by  many  argu- 
ments.    Of  the  incarnation  of  the  Word,  indeed,  he  found  no- 
thing.    But  he  found  it  afterwards  in  the  fcriptures,    and  he 
remained  perfliaded  that  God  had  prepared  him,  by  this  acci- 
dental information,  for  what  he  was  to  learn  when  he  mould 
ftudy  the  fcriptures  concerning  the  humiliation  of  the  Word 
made  flefh  * ;  the  reafons  of  which  perfuafion  he  gives,  in  the 

twentieth 

*  Miferatus es  terram  et  cinerem ■■■■     procurafti mihi per qnendam  hominem,  im- 
maniflimo  typho  turgidum,  quofdam  platonicorum  libros  ex  graeca  lingua  in  lati- 
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twentieth  chapter.  Thus  you  fee  how  Plato,  in  the  wan- 
derings of  a  wild  imagination,  had  difcovered,  in  part  at  leaft, 
one  of  the  greateft  myfteries  of  chriftianity,  and  how  God 
made  ufe  of  this  truth,  which  he  who  publifhed  it  did  not 
know  to  be  fuch,  for  the  converfion  of  one  of  the  greateft  doc- 
tors and  faints  of  the  church.  What  wonder  is  it  that  meta- 
physics, the  very  dotage  of  philofophy,  mould  bear  witnefs  to 
fome  of  thofe  truths,  which  may  come  out  of  the  mouths  of 
babes  and  fucklings  ? 


SECTION     XVII. 

Another  caufe  of  the  multiplication  of  extravagant  opinions 
and  feds,  in  chriftianity,  has  been  the  arbitrary  practice  of 
giving  different  fenfes  to  the  fame  paffages  of  the  bible.  A 
practice  derived  from  the  jewifh  mafters,  the  worft  certainly 
that  can  be  followed  if  we  feek  truth,  and  are  defirous  to  pre- 
ferve  any  precifion  either  in  fact  or  argument.  Among  the 
loweft  artifices,  that  have  been  imployed  by  thofe  who  feek  to 
impofe  their  own  inventions  under  fome  other  and  better  autho- 
rity than  their  own,  this  has  been  one  of  the  loweft  and  groffeft, 
tho  not  the  leaft  fuccefsful.  It  is  in  truth  a  kind  of  forgery, 
fince  it  ferves  to  make  an  author  fay  what  he  had  no  intention 
to  fay,  or  renders  at  the  beft  uncertain  what  he  did  intend  to 
fay  when  he  writ  with  the  greateft  clearnefs.  The  jewifh  rab- 
bins have  done  by  the  old,  and  our  chriftian  rabbins  by  the 
new  and  old  teftament  both,  what  Peter  did  by  his  father's 
will  in  our  friend  Swift's  tale  of  a  tub.     The  text  was  againft 

nam  verfos,.  et  ibi  legi  &c. non  quidem  his  verbis,  fed  hoc  idem  omnino  mul- 

tis  et  multiplicibus  iuaderi  rationibus,  quod  in  principio  erat  verbum,  et  verbum 

erat  apud  Deum,    et  Deus  erat  verbum. in  quos  me  propterea  priufquam 

fcripturas  tuas  confiderarem,  credo  voluifti  incurrere,  ut  imprimeretur  &c. 
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him,  but  by  a  new  combination  of  the  fame  words,  or  fylla- 
bles,    or   letters,    he  made  it  fpeak  for  him  and  fupport  his 
claim.     It  had  been  well  if  Martin  and  John,  and  the  reft  of 
Peter's  brethren,  for  he  had  many  more  which  the  hiftorian 
thought  it  not  worth  his  while  to  mention,    had  ftood  their 
ground  like  good  caraites,  and  had  adhered  to  the  text  in  the 
plain  and  obvious  meaning  of  it,  inftead  of  imitating  the  very 
men  whom  they  have  oppofed,  and  whom  they  laugh  at.     But 
they  have  done  otherwife.     They  have  fupported  their  deci- 
fions  by  the  fame  unjuftifiable  means,  by  which  the  rabbinift 
Peter  fupported  his.     Nay  they  have  done  more,  they  have 
admitted  divers  codicils,  and  have,    like  him,    fuppofed  them 
to  be  of  equal  authority  with  the  will,  tho  it  is  plain  that  the 
father  fpeaks  in  the  will,  and  his  ftewards  or  other  domeftics  in 
the  codicils.     Allow  me  another  comparifon.      It  may  illuftrate 
the  folly,    as  the  former  explains  the  fraud,    of  this  practice. 
The  Chinefe  reverence  much  the  table  of  Foht,  which  muft 
be  nine  or  ten  centuries  older  than  Adam,  according  to  their 
chronology.     This  table  confifts  of  feveral  lines,  fome  fhorter, 
fome  longer,  and  placed  in  a  certain  order  like  that  of  a  diagram 
or  fcheme,  ferving,  as  they  imagine,  to  the  defign  or  demon- 
ftration  of  the  mofl  fublime  knowledge.      The  learned  men 
among  them  have  been  employed  feveral  thoufand  years  in  at- 
tempts to  draw  fome  of  this  fublime  knowledge  out  of  the  table. 
The  way  they  have  taken,    and  what  other  could  they  take, 
if  they  had  leifure  enough  to  take  any  ?  has  been  to  make  all 
the  poflible  tranfpofitions,  and  different  combinations,  of  thefe 
lines,    in   hopes   of  affixing  fome  fenfe  to  this  myftical  table. 
The  confequence  has  been,  that  they  have  affixed  feveral,  and 
that  they  agree  in  none.     Now  tho  I  am  perfuaded,  that  the 
accounts  the  jefuits  *  give  us  of  this  table  are  imperfect,  and 
that  fomething  more  than  barely  thefe  unequal  lines,   fome- 
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thing  hieroglyphical  at  leaft,  belongs  to  it ;  yet  whether  it  be 
fo  or  no,  the  anecdote  is  equally  appofite  to  my  purpofe  :  for 
in  either  cafe,  the  chinefe  and  the  chriftian  critics  have  been  im- 
ployed  alike.  If  the  table  confifts  of  unintelligible  lines,  and 
it  would  be  the  fame  if  it  confifted  of  unintelligible  words, 
whereof  Fohi  has  given  no  clue  to  explain  and  determine  the 
fenfe,  the  chinefe  critics  have  been  imployed  juft  as  reafonably 
as  the  chriftian  expositors  of  myfteries,  neither  fully  nor  plain- 
ly revealed  by  revelation  itfelf.  If  it  be  faid,  that  the  table, 
which  none  but  he  who  made  it  could  explain,  explains  itfelf, 
as  our  fcriptures  do  in  all  the  eflential  parts  of  them,  the  com- 
parifon  holds  ftill ;  for  the  learned  Chinefe  muft  have  done,  as 
the  learned  Chriftians  have  done,  and  have  made  myfteries  for 
fome  purpofe  or  other  where  they  found  none.  It  is  impoffi- 
ble  by  any  means  that  art  can  find  to  fee  in  the  dark ;  but  it 
is  eafy  to  contrive  glaffes  that  mail  fhew  the  plaineft  and  moft 
uniform  object  in  a  mift,  and  under  various  forms  in  the 
cleareft  day.  The  firft  is  a  filly,  and  the  laft  a  knavifh  at- 
tempt. I  faid  juft  now  that  it  was  a  kind  of  forgery.  I  do 
not  recal  my  words,  but  add,  that  in  the  cafe  here  fuppofed, 
the  Chinefe  are  much  more  excufable  than  the  Chriftians ;  for 
if  the  Chinefe  have  forged  different  words  of  Fohi,  Chriftians 
have  forged  different  words  of  God. 

How  can  we  lay  lefs  than  this  to  their  charge,  when  we 
confider  in  how  many  different,  remote,  and  inconfiftent  fenfes, 
fuch  as  deftroy  one  another,  and  fiich  as  are  advanced  on  no 
authority  but  that  of  their  own  imaginations,  they  interpret  the 
fame  paflages  of  holy  writ  ?  There  is,  according  to  thefe  doc- 
tors, a  grammatical,  a  literal  or  hiftorical,  an  allegorical  or  fi- 
gurative, an  anagogical  or  divine,  and  a  tropological  or  moral, 
fenfe.  Some,  or  all  of  thefe,  may  be  applied  to  the  fame  fen- 
tence,  nay  to  the  fame  word.     Light,  in  that  noble  paflage  of 
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the  book  of  Genefis,  where  it  is  faid,  "  let  there  be  light  and 
"  there  was  light,"  fignifies  very  plainly,  in  the  grammatical,  li- 
teral, and  only  proper  fenfe,  the  corporeal  light  which  God 
created,  and  concerning  which  alone  it  was  at  all  to  the  pur- 
pofe  to  fpeak  in  that  place.  But  divines,  by  their  arbitrary 
power  over  the  fcriptures,  make  it  to  fignify  the  Meffiah  alle- 
gorically,  and  tropologically  or  anagogically  the  inward  light 
of  grace,  or  the  outward  fplendor  of  celeftial  glory.  Thus 
again,  by  virtue  of  the  fame  power,  Jerufalem,  which  is  the 
name  of  a  town,  has  been  made  to  fignify  the  vifion  of  peace, 
the  church  militant,  the  church  triumphant,  and  the  foul  of  a 
believer  *.  The  fenfe  of  no  writings,  neither  facred  nor  pro- 
fane, can  be  ever  fixed,  if  they  remain  fubjedt  to  fuch  licenti- 
ous interpretations.  Thefe  interpretations  have  ferved,  and 
they  could  be  intended  to  ferve,  by  the  Jews  who  fet,  and  by 
the  Chriftians  who  followed  the  example,  no  other  purpofe, 
than  that  of  furnifhing  the  rabbins  of  both  religions  with 
means  of  giving  a  color  of  divine  authority  to  all  their  own  in- 
ventions. The  abfurdities  which  the  former  have  advanced  on 
fuch  interpretations,  feconded  by  thofe  of  their  oral  law  and 
cabbala,  and  which  you  may  find  in  our  modern  writers,  that 
were  {killed  in  rabbinical  learning,  are  innumerable,  and  pais 
all  meafure  of  probability ;  fo  that  one  cannot  help  being  afto- 
nifhed,  when  fome  of  our  chriftian  divines  lament  moft  pi- 
oufly  the  lofs  of  thole  rules,  according  to  which  the  Jews  inter- 
preted their  fcriptures,  as  they  fuppofe ;  for  that  there  were  any 
fuch  ftated  rules  obferved  is  but  fuppofition. 

It  is  more  probable,  that  the  Jews  did,  as  the  Chriftians 
have  done  ;  that  they  followed  their  feveral  imaginations,  or 
their  feveral  theological  and  even  fecular  interefts.  This  was 
the  cafe  among  Jews  and  Chriftians  both,  and  if  it  may  be  faid, 
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which  is  not  very  clear  however,  that  the  latter  have  not  fallen 
generally  into  fo  many  puerilities  and  palpable  errors  as  the 
others,  the  moft  unreafoning,  the  moft  ignorant,  and  the  moft 
abfurd  of  men,  yet  they  have  rendered  theology  more  volumi- 
nous, and,  with  refpect  to  the  divine  nature  and  oeconomy, 
more  contentious  than  it  was  before.  St.  Austin  feems  to  aim 
at  a  fort  of  composition  about  the  interpretation  of  the  fcrip- 
tures,  in  a  letter  to  Marcellinus  *.  He  fays,  that  "  how  good 
11  foever  any  reafon  may  appear,  it  is  falfe  and  deceitful  if  it 
"  contradicts  them  ;  and  that  how  clearly  foever  we  may  think 
"  any  thing  deduced  from  them,  if  the  thing  be  manifeftly 
"  againft  reafon,  we  are  deceived;  it  is  not  the  true  fenfe  of 
"  the  paflages  alledged ;  truth  and  they  cannot  ftand  in  oppofi- 
"  tion."  We  may  obferve  in  this  place,  what  is  to  be  obferv- 
ed  often  in  the  writings  of  this  faint,  a  gingle  of  words,  that 
pretends  to  ftrength  and  precision,  and  has  neither  really. 

The  firft  proposition  luppofes  a  cafe  that  can  never  happen 
among  reafonable  men,  who  have  received  the  chriftian  revela- 
tion for  genuine,  after  a  fufficient  examination  of  the  external 
and  internal  proofs.  Such  men,  having  found  nothing  that 
makes  it  inconsistent  with  itfelf,  nor  that  is  repugnant  to  any 
of  thofe  divine  truths  which  reafon  and  the  works  of  God  de- 
monstrate to  them,  will  never  fet  up  reafon  in  contradiction  to 
it,  on  account  of  things  plainly  taught,  but  incomprehensible 
as  to  their  manner  of  being.  If  they  did,  their  reafon  would 
be  falfe  and  deceitful ;  they  would  ceafe  to  be  reafonable  men : 
and  St.  Austin  lays  nothing  to  the  purpofe,  if  he  confounds 
thele  things  with  fuch  as  imply  contradiction,  and  means  an 
opposition  of  reafon  to  the  former  only.  But  if  we  could  fup- 
pofe,  or  if  St.  Austin  could  mean  to  fuppofe,  that  they  who 
followed  the  rule  he  lays  down  in  another  place,    the  rule  of 

*  Ep.  143. 
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believing  firft,  in  hopes  of  underftanding  afterwards,  mould 
difcover  things,  when  they  came  to  examine  in  order  to  un- 
derftand,  that  implied  contradiction,  his  conclufion  would  be 
falfe.  They  would  be  obliged  in  this  cafe  to  reject  the  revela- 
tion, not  their  reafon;  or  to  fall  at  once  into  a  general  and 
particular  abfurdity.  The  general  abfurdity  of  renouncing  the 
faculties  God  had  given  them  of  diftinguifhing  truth  from 
falmood,  good  from  evil;  and  the  particular  abfurdity  of  re- 
nouncing, in  favor  of  the  internal,  that  very  rule  by  which  they 
had  judged  in  favor  of  the  external  proofs  of  this  revelation. 

The  fecond  proposition  admits  and  encourages  the  very  prac- 
tice we  cenfure  fo  juftly,    for  which  the  faint  was  fo  famous, 
and  by  which  he  contributed  fo  much  to  promote  contentions 
in  his  own  days,  and  to  perpetuate  them  to  ours.     The  prac- 
tice of  deducing  doctrines   from  the  fcriptures,    that  are  not 
evidently  contained  in  them,    for  if  they  were  evidently   con- 
tained in  them,  they  could  not  be  faid  to  be  deduced  from  them, 
is  admitted.     It  is  admitted,  that  thefe  deductions  may  be  ma- 
nifeftly  againft  reafon.      Several  fuch  there  were,     and  among 
them  fome  of  his  own.      Reafon  is  made  the  judge  of  doctrines 
thus  deduced ;   but  when  reafon  condemns  any,  divines,    the 
inventors  or  fautors  of  them,  are  at  liberty  to  evade  the  objecti- 
ons they  cannot  anfwer  by  interpretations  of  the  fame  paftages 
in  fome  other  and  new  fenfe.     Who  does  not  fee,  that  the  di- 
rect tendency  of  this  practice  is  exactly  the  fame  as   the  event 
has  proved  it  to  be  ?     It  compofes  and  propagates  a  religion, 
feemingly  under  the  authority  of  God,    but  really  under  that 
of  man.     The  principles  of  revelation  are  loft  in  theology,    or 
disfigured  by  it:    and  whilft  fome  men   are  impudent  enough 
to  pretend,  others  are  filly  enough  to  believe,  that  they  adhere 
to  the  gofpel,  and  maintain  the  caufe  of  God  againft  infidels 
and  heretics,    when  they  do  nothing  better,    nor  more  than. 
Vol.  IV.  D  d  d  efpoufe 
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efpoufe  the  conceits  of  men,  whom  enthufiafm,  or  the  ambi- 
tion of  forming  fects,  or  of  making  a  great  figure  in  them,  has 
infpired.     If  you  afk  now  what  the  practice  of  the  chriflian  fa- 
thers, and  of  other  divines,  mould  have  been,  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  the  purity  of  faith,  and  to  promote   peace  and  charity, 
the  anfwer  is  obvious,  and  fo  evidently  agreeable  to  right  rea- 
fon,     that   the  modefteft  man  alive  might  make  it  before  an 
oecumenical  council  without  blufhing.     They  mould  have  ad- 
hered to  the  word  of  God ;  they  mould  have  paid  no  regard  to 
heathen  philofophy,  jewifh  cabbala,  the  falhes  of  enthufiafm, 
or  the  refinements  of  human  ingenuity.    They  mould  have  em- 
braced, and  held  faft  the  articles  of  faith  and  doctrine,    that 
were  delivered  in  plain  terms,  or  in  unequivocal  figures ;  they 
mould  not  have  been  dogmatical,    where  the  fenfe  was  doubt- 
ful, nor  have  prefumed  even  to  guefs,  where  the  holy  ghoft  left 
the  veil  of  myftery  undrawn.     If  the  council  mould  decree, 
that  this  anfwer  was  erroneous,  and  that  the  fyftem  of  chriftia- 
nity  would  have  been  incomplete  and  inmfficient  without  thefe 
adventitious  helps,  let  us  make  no  fcruple  of  faying,    that  the 
council  would  decree  blafphemouily,    as  more  councils  than 
one  have  done,  fince  they  would  decree,  that  infinite  wifdom 
had  not  proportioned  means  to  ends,  or  that  the  ends  of  infi- 
nite wifdom  were  more  or  other  than  the  gofpel  of  Christ 
ailigns. 


SECTION     XVIII. 

The  uncertainty  of  that  precarious  tradition,  whofe  autho- 
rity has  been  fo  magnified,  may  be  fet  down  as  a  third  caufe 
of  the  multiplication  of  doctrines  and  fects  in  the  chriftian 
church.  The  truth  of  facts,  however  notorious,  and  even  of 
thofe  that  men  have  the  leaft  intereft  or  temptation  to  falfify,  is 

trailed 
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trufted  very  unfafcly  to  tradition.  How  much  more  unfafe 
muft  this  conveyance  be,  when  it  is  that  of  opinions  and  doc- 
trines, intricate,  and  therefore  eafily  miftaken,  difpu ted  or  dis- 
putable, and  therefore  induftrioufly  mifreprefented  ?  Barrow, 
in  his  exposition  on  the  creed,  takes  away  this  great  foundati- 
on of  theology;  for  tho  he  alierts,  that  there  are  proper  and 
fufficient  means  to  difcern  the  genuine  doctrines  and  dictates  of 
chriftianity,  yet  he  leaves  us  in  effect  none  but  the  writings  of 
the  evangelifts,  and  the  epiftles  of  two  or  three  apoftles  who 
had  been  difciples.  According  to  him  and  to  right  reafon,  the 
jfirft  and  beft  way  of  preferving  doctrines  is  to  preferve  them  in 
the  writings  of  the  authors  of  them ;  tho  even  this  cannot  be 
deemed  abfolutely  fecure.  It  is  far  from  being  certain,  that 
genuine  peripatetifm  is  every  where  plainly  read  in  the  writings 
of  Aristotle,  as  they  are  come  down  to  us:  and  if  Pytha- 
goras and  Socrates  had  writ,  or  if  the  works  of  Zeno  were 
extant,  we  mould  be  beft  afiiired,  better  than  any  other  way, 
what  their  philofophies  were,  but  ftill  not  without  fome  poffi- 
bility  of  error.  Another  way  of  preferving  doctrines,  is  to 
preferve  them  in  the  writings  of  difciples,  that  immediately  re- 
ceived them  from  the  authors.  Thus  the  writings  of  Plato 
and  Xe nop hon  tell  us,  with  a  good  degree  of  certainty,  what 
Socrates  taught:  and  yet  thefe  writings  give  very  different 
and  contradictory  accounts  of  the  focratic  philofophy.  The 
next  way  that  Barrow  mentions  is  the  prefervation  of  doctrines 
in  the  writings  of  thofe  who  writ  at  larger  diftances  of  time, 
as  thofe  of  the  ftoics  were  preferved  in  the  writings  of  Cicero, 
Seneca,  and  Epictetus.  This  way  he  allows  to  be  more  im- 
perfect than  the  former,  becaufe  every  writer  is  apt  to  mifap- 

prehend  and  mifreprefent to  do  fomewhat  more  than  tran- 

fcribe to  comment  and  defcant to  adorn  and  fet  out,   to 

confirm  or  confute  the  doctrine  they  relate,    in  order  thereto 
reprefenting  it  with  advantage  to  their  purpofe.     The  laftway 

D  d  d  2  is 
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is  that  of  oral  tradition,  the  moft  liable  to  defect  and  corrupti- 
on of  any  according  to  this  judicious  expositor.  Men  do  as  be- 
fore, and  in  this  cafe  with  greater  advantage,  "  accommodate 
u  doctrines  to  their  own  prejudices,  inclinations,  and  defigns. 
"  The  farther  fuch  tradition  departs  from  the  original  fpring, 
"  the  more  mbject  it  is  to  contract  fuch  alterations  and  impu- 
"  rities.  Every  doctrine,  thus  propagated,  is  like  a  ftream  at 
tc  the  head,  fmall  and  narrow,  but  clear  and  pure.  Proceed- 
"  ing  on,  it  grov/s  larger  and  fouler.  So  tradition  fwel  Is,  by 
"  taking  in  what  oblique  channels  of  private  fancy  and  pragma- 
"  tical  invention  difcharge  into  it,  and  by  receiving  tincture 
"  from  particular  inclination  or  politic  deiign  it  grows  muddy 
•"  and  feculent." 

The  genuine  doctrines,  and  dictates  of  chriftianity,  have  not 
been  conveyed  to  us  by  the  firft  of  thefe  four  ways ;  for  the 
faviour  published  his  goipel  by  preaching,  and  by  occauonal 
crifcourfes,  and  not  by  writing.  But  they  have  been  preferved 
by  the  fecond ;  for  two  of  the  four  evangelifts  had  been  difci- 
ples  from  the  firft,  and  witneffes,  not  only  of  all  that  had 
pafTed  during  his  million,  but  of  his  refurrection.  They  had, 
therefore,  received  immediately  from  the  author  the  doctrines 
they  publifhed  in  his  name.  Who  the  other  two  were,  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  fay  with  fufEcient  aflurance,  amidft  the  fabulous  or  little 
authentic  reports  of  ecclefiaftical  writers.  But  if  Mark  was  the 
convert,  the  fcholar,  and  the  amanuenfis  of  Peter,  his  teftimo- 
ny  comes  nearer  to  that  required  under  this  head,  lince  Peter 
was  a  difciple,  one  of  the  twelve,  than  the  teftimony  of  Luke,. 
who  belonged  in  all  thefe  relations  to  Paul;  fince  Paul  was  no 
difciple,  neither  one  of  the  twelve,,  nor  one  of  the  feventy,  if, 
in  truth,  there  was  any  luch  feventy,  had  received  nothing 
immediately  from  Christ,  nor  had  any  apoftolical  commifiion> 
except  that  which  he  ailiimes  in  the  Acts  of  the  apoftles  written 
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by  Luke,  and  dictated,  probably,  by  himfelf.  I  fay  proba- 
bly, becaufe  it  is  poftible  Luke  might  have  been  an  eye  and 
ear-witnefs  of  part  of  all  he  relates  in  the  Adls,  as  St.  Jerom 
obferves ;  tho  he  could  be  no  more  than  an  hearfay  witnefs 
of  what  he  relates  in  the  gofpel,  fince  he  owns,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  it,  that  he  writ,  like  many  others,  what  he  had  been 
told. 


When  divines  urge,  on  this  occafion,  that  the  differences 
between  Matthew  and  Mark,  as  well  as  others,  are  account- 
ed for,  and  an  intire  harmony  of  the  gofpels  is  eftablimed,  by 
critics,  fo  that  they  all  confirm  one  another,  infidels,  I  know, 
will  cavil,  and  fometimes  plauiibly,  againft  many  things  that 
muft  be  affumed  to  make  this  harmony  appear,  and  to  recon- 
cile thefe  differences.  When  it  is  urged  again,  that  the  gifts  of 
the  holy  ghoft,  and  an  immediate  infpiration  being  bellowed  on 
all  the  difciples  in  an  eminent  manner  and  alike,  they  are  all 
to  be  efteemed  witnefles  alike,  and  they  all  received  the  doc- 
trines of  chriftianity  immediately  from  God,  the  author  of  it, 
tho  not  by  the  mouth  of  the  faviour  whilft  he  was  in  the  flefh. 
I  know  too,  that  the  fame  men  will  not  remain  without  a  reply. 
For  inftance,  they  will  infift  that  all  this,  if  allowed,  will  prove 
nothing  in  favor  of  Mark  nor  Luke,  nor  even  Paul  himfelf, 
who  were  neither  of  the  twelve  nor  of  the  feventy  ;  after  which 
they  will  add,  perhaps,  "  ex  abundantia,"  that  none  of  thefe 
three,  having  been  defigned  by  God  to  Hand  in  the  place  of 
that  difciple  who  had  betrayed  Jesus,  and  to  fill  up  the  num- 
ber of  the  apoftles,  Matthias  alone,  with  the  eleven,  could  pafs 
in  any  fenfe  for  one  of  thofe  difciples  who  had  received  the  doc- 
trines of  chriftianity  immediately  from  the  author  of  them ; 
tho  the  feventy  might  be,  as  it  is  faid  they  were,  appointed  to 
be  witnefles  of  the  refurreclion.  Erasmus,  in  the  firft  chap- 
ter of  his  paraphrafe  on  the  Acls,  makes  Christ  lay  to  all  the 

difciples, 
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difciples,  that  the  holy  fpirit,  which  he  had  breathed  upon  them, 
and  which  he  promifed  fhould  defcend  upon  them  from  above, 
would  not  only  recal  to  their  minds  all  he  had  taught  them, 
but  fuggeft  likewife  to  them  whatever  elfe  it  might  become  ne- 
cefTary  for  them  to  know.     But  the  cavillers,  of  whom  we 
fpeak,  will  urge,   that  thefe  words  were  added  by  Erasmus 
for  reafons  very  obvious,  and  are  not  contained  in  the  text ; 
nor  is  even  the  fenfe  of  them  implied  fo  far  as  to  authorife  the 
difciples,  and  much  lefs  any  that  were  not  of  their  number,  to 
add  any  thing  to  the  conditions  of  falvation  that  Christ  him- 
felf  had  impofed.     Such  cavils  will  be  raifed,  I  fay,  but  they 
will  deferve  to  have  little  weight,  as  long  as  it  is  out  of  difpute 
that  we  have  in  our  hands  the  gofpels  of*  Matthew  and 
John,  who  give  themfelves  to  us  for  eye-witnefles  of  all  that 
Christ  did,   and  of  all  that  happened  to  him,  and  ear-wit- 
nenes  at  the  fame  time  of  all  the  doctrines  he  taught.     Two 
channels  were  as  fufficient  as  four  to  convey  thefe  do&rines  to 
the  world,  and  to  preferve  them  in  their  original  purity.      The 
manner  too,  in  which  thefe  evangelifts  recorded  them,  Was  much 
better  adapted  to  this  purpofe  than  that  of  Plato,   or  even  of 
Xenophon,  to  preferve  the  doctrines  of  Socrates.    The  evan- 
gelifts did  not  content  themfelves  to  give  a  general  account  of 
the  do&rines  of  Christ  in  their  own  words,  nor  prefume,  in 
feigned  dialogues,  to  make  him  deliver  their  opinions  in  his  own 
name,  and  as  his  own  doctrines.      They  recorded  his  doctrines 
particularly,  they  recorded  them  in  the  very  words  in  which 
he  taught  them,  and  they  were  careful  to  mention  the  feveral 
occafions  on  which  he  delivered  them  to  his  difciples  or  others. 
If  therefore  Plato  and  Xenophon  tell  us,  with  a  good  degree 
of  certainty,  what  Socrates  taught,  the  two  evangelifts  feem 
to  tell  us,  with  much  more,  what  the  faviour  taught,  and  com- 

*  N.  B.  I  fpeak  of  both  alike,  tho  I  am  not  ignorant  of  what  has  been  faid  that 
might  weaken  the  authority  of  Matthew's  gofpel. 

manded 
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manded  them  to  teach.  la  a  word,  we  may  fay,  on  thefe 
grounds,  that  the  genuine  doctrines  of  chriftianity  have  been 
preferved  much  better  than  thofe  of  heathen  philofophy,  in 
the  fecond  way  of  preferving  dodfrines,  tho  they  have  not  been 
preferved  in  the  nrft  and  beft,  as  fome  of  the  others  have 
been. 

The  third  and  fourth  ways  of  preferving  dodtrines,  which 
Barrow  mentions,  have  fo  near  a  relation,,  that  they  may  be 
thrown  into  one.  They  who  decide  about  doctrines,  or  who 
write  about  them,  at  great  diftances  of  time  from  the  firft  dif- 
ciples,  are  more  eafily  impofed  upon  by  traditions,  and  can 
more  eafily  impofe  them  on  others.  Both  thefe  things  fell  out, 
and  no  cafe  can  be  well  fuppofed  wherein  the  truth  of  fact,  or 
the  purity  of  doctrine,  was  fo  liable  to  be  corrupted,  or  was  in 
fact  fo  much,  or  fo  foon  corrupted,  as  in  the  propagation  of  chri- 
ftianity. The  mixed  crowd  of  Jews  and  heathens  that  embraced 
it,  and  the  very  manner  of  propagating  it,  rendered  this  cor- 
ruption unavoidable. 

The  Jews  had  begun  long  before  this  time  to  corrupt  their 
own  religion.  They  had  borrowed  many  fuperftitious  opinions 
from  Egypt,  and  the  eaftern  nations ;  and  pythagorean  and 
platonic  metaphyfics,  which  they  had  entertained  after  they  be- 
came acquainted  with  the  Greeks,  and  lived  under  the  domina- 
tion of  the  Seleucides  and  the  Ptolemies,  were  imported 
both  by  them  and  the  heathen  converts  into  chriftianity ;  by 
the  hellenift  Jews  more  than  by  thofe  of  Paleftine,  and  by 
the  heathen  more  than  by  either.  Chriftianity  began  in  Ju- 
daea ;  it  derived  it's  authority  and  it's  proofs  from  the  jewiih 
fcriptutes,  the  authenticity  and  divinity  of  which  it  every  where 
fuppofes.  The  author  of  it  was  a  Jew ;  and,  as  the  religion 
he  inftituted  tended  not  directly  to  deftroy  judaifm,  fo  the  chri- 

ftiart 
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ftian  church  at  Jerufalem  conformed  long,  as  Christ  himfelf 
had  done  conftantly,  to  the  antient  religion.  On  all  thefe  ac- 
counts, the  jewifh  converts  might  regard  chriftianity  as  a  branch 
of  judaifm,  and  take  the  fame  liberties  of  retrenching,  of  ad- 
ding, of  altering,  with  one,  as  had  been  taken  with  the  other. 
They  had  acknowledged  Jesus  to  be  the  Meiliah  foretold  by 
their  prophets.  In  this,  they  had  gone  beyond  the  pharifees, 
who  rejected  him,  as  the  pharifees  had  gone,  in  receiving  all  the 
books  of  the  old  Teftament,  beyond  the  faducees,  who  receiv- 
ed the  pentateuch,  and  rejected  all  the  others.  The  pharifees 
had  added  an  oral  to  the  written  law.  They  believed  the  refur- 
rection  of  the  dead,  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  future  rewards 
and  punifhments,  the  metempfychofis,  and  other  doctrines  ut- 
terly unknown  to  Moses,  which  they  accommodated  fome  how 
or  other  to  his  law.  They  made  up  a  new  fyftem  of  theology, 
by  fuch  accommodations  of  the  law  to  their  traditions  and  their 
philofophy.  Why  mould  not  the  chriftian  Jews  we  fpeak  of 
make  up  a  new  fyftem  likewife,  by  blending  all  thefe  and  chri- 
ftianity together,  as  they  could  beft  reconcile  them  ?  The  ex- 
ample of  Philo,  who  did  not  profefs  chriftianity  indeed,  but 
who  found  means  to  make  the  platonic  opinions  of  the  deity, 
and  thofe  of  Moses  agree,  might  encourage  them  in  the  at- 
tempt. 

Much  in  the  fame  manner  the  pagan  converts  might,  and 
certainly  did  proceed.  They  found  a  great  analogy  between 
the  moft  fublime  and  important  doctrines  of  chriftianity,  and 
thofe  which  fome  of  their  philofophers  had  taught,  and  they 
might  eafily  be  led  from  hence  to  think,  that  a  famenefs  of  doc- 
trine denoted  a  famenefs  of  authority.  This  will  appear  the 
more  probable,  if  we  confider,  that  not  only  fome  heretics,  but 
feveral  of  the  moft  orthodox  fathers,  believed  all  thofe  to  be 
illuminated  from  above,  who  purified  their  minds,  feparated 

their 
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their  fouls  as  much  as  poflihle  from  their  bodies,  and  died  this 
philofophical  death  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  philofophical  regene- 
ration, according  to  the  notions  that  metaphyfical  enthufiafm 
had  eftablimed *.  Thus,  Justin  the  martyr  makes  Christ 
to  have  been  known,  in  fome  fort,  to  Socrates  f.  It  could 
not  be  otherwife.  The  foul  of  Socrates  was  a  purified  foul, 
and  Christ  the  illuminating  word.  St.  Austin  was  much 
of  the  fame  mind,  and  fays  little  lefs  than  Justin  of  this  phi- 
lofopher. 

The  eclectic  fe£t,  which  Pot  a  mo  founded  about  this  time 
at  Alexandria,  might  give  farther  occafion  to  the  heathen  con- 
verts to  corrupt  chriftianity.  This  feci:  profefTed  a  detachment 
from  all  feels,  in  the  fearch  of  truth :   they  were 

"  Nullius  addi&i  jurare  in  verba  magiftri." 

They  delivered  themfelves  from  the  chains  of  philofophical  bi- 
gotry. They  might  hold  fome  to  one  and  fome  to  another 
fyftem  of  philofophy  in  the  main,  as  their  different  judgments 
or  prejudices  inclined  them ;  but  they  aflerted  the  reafonable 
liberty  of  embracing  truth  wherever  they  found  it,  and  with- 
out any  regard  to  the  tenets  even  of  that  feci:  towards  which  they 
leaned  the  ofteneft  and  the  moft.  Sot  ion  paffed  for  a  ftoic, 
and  his  fcholar  Seneca  profeffed  himfelf  fuch  §.  Yet  Sotion 
was  fond  of  pythagorean  doctrines,  and  Seneca  ||  made  no 
fcruple  of  borrowing  from  Epicurus.  Plotinus  was  a  plato- 
nician,  and  yet  he  adopted  doctrines,  fuch,  we  may  prefume  ef- 
pecially,  as  were  fubtile  and  myfterious,  both  from  the  ftoics 
and  the  peripatetics.  Clement  **  was  a  Chriftian,  who  taught 
chriftianity  by  his  public  leffons  at  Alexandria,  and  who  de- 

*  Plato,  Plut.  Jamb,  et  alibi. liberatio  a  corpore  celebratiffima  mors  eft 

philofophica.  f  Apol.  i.  §  Senec.  ep.  58. 

||  Senec.  paflim.  **  Strom.  1.  1. 

Vol.  IV.  E  e  e  fended 
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fended  it  by  his  writings,  and  yet  he  approved  this  manner  of 
philofophifing  ;  we  may  conclude  too,  that  it  was  the  me- 
thod of  that  fchool.  Ammonius  was  the  preceptor  of  Ploti- 
nus  and  of  Origen.  Plotinus  deferted  chriftianity,  and  bred 
up  an  inveterate  enemy  to  it  in  Porphyry  ;  or  if  he  continued 
a  Chriftian  to  the  laft,  as  Eusebius  fays  fomewhere  that  he 
did,  for  no  better  reafon,  perhaps,  than  to  keep  a  name  of  fo 
great  renown  in  the  chriftian  catalogue,  he  drefled  up  his  Chri- 
ftian, with  fo  much  pagan  theology,  that  he  might  pafs  for  a 
profeflbr  of  either.  Origen,  on  the  other  hand,  who  had 
heard  Clement,  as  well  as  Ammonius,  was  fuch  a  zealous 
Chriftian,  that  he  afpired  to  fuffer  martyrdom,  like  his  father, 
and  did  actually  execute  one  fort,  that  of  caftration  on  him- 
felf; by  which  however  he  avoided  another,  that  of  tempta- 
tion. Origen  fignalifed  himfelf  in  the  eclectic  method.  His 
warm  imagination  carried  him  into  allegorical  and  cabaliftical 
interpretations  of  the  fcriptures,  and  his  immenfe  reading  fur- 
nifhed  him  with  a  multitude  of  notions  borrowed  from  pagan 
theology.  Many  of  thefe  he  introduced  into  chriftianity  :  and 
his  book  of  principles  was  a  repertory  of  the  moft  extravagant 
opinions.  Heretical  too  they  were  declared  by  men  lefs  learn- 
ed, lefs  zealous,  perhaps,  but  certainly  more  politic,  and  more 
circumfpect  in  obferving  the  courfe  that  orthodoxy  took,  than 
himfelf. 

From  what  has  been  laid  it  is  evident,  that  fuch  a  motley 
crowd  of  Jews  and  heathens,  as  the  firft  converts  to  chriftiani- 
ty were,  could  not  fail  to  mix  a  leaven  of  judaic  and  heathen 
theology  into  the  chriftian  lyftem,  and  thereby  to  (well,  to 
perplex,  and  ferment  it.  Had  they  kept  clofely  to  what  the 
faviour  taught,  all  this  had  been  avoided  :  and  fuppofing  chri- 
ftianity to  have  been  purely  an  human  invention,  it  had  been 
the  moft  amiable  and  the  moft  ufeful  invention  that  was  ever 
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impofed  on  mankind  for  their  good.     But  the  cxtenfions  of  it, 
and  the  engraftments  that  were  made  on  this  divine  (lock,   by 
mere  human  philofophy,    and  by  religious  prejudices  already 
entertained,   produced  a  fyftem,  or  rather  caufed  divers  fyftcms 
to  grow  up,  of  fantaftical  theology.     Chriftianity,  as  it  came 
out  of  the  hands  of  God,  if  I  may  ufc  the  expreffion,  was  a 
moft  Ample  and  intelligible  rule  of  belief,  wormip,  and  man- 
ners ;  which  is  the  true  notion  of  a  religion.     As  foon  a:;  men 
prefumed  to  add  any  thing  of  their  own  to  it,  the  human  alloy 
corrupted  the  divine  mafs,  and  it  became  an  objecl:  of  vain,  in- 
tricate,   and  contentious  fcience.     Such  it  continued  to  be: 
and  the  very  manner  in  which  truth  was  propagated,   ferved  to 
eftablifh  error. 

The  doctrines  of  chriftianity,  and  the  fads  that  proved  the 
divinity  of  it,    were  publifhed  by  difcourfe  not  by  writing. 
Christ   preached  ;   he  was  the  greateft  of  preachers,  and  he 
fent  his  difciples  out  to  preach  *.     They  purfued  their  million 
thro  different  countries ;   and  as  faft  as  they  formed  a  church  in 
one,   they  haflened  to  another.     At  leaft  this  was  the  practice 
of  St.  Paul,  who  fcattered  about  more  fpiritual  feed  than  all 
the  reft,  and  more  widely.    Peter  was  a  very  itinerant  miffio- 
nary  too,   if  we  give  credit  to  Eusebius,  which  I  do  very  fel- 
dom.      This  writer  makes  him  travel  over  a  great  part  of  Afia 
minor,  and  even  to  the  people  of  Pontus ;.  becaufe  he  fpeaks 
of  thefe  nations,   tho  not  of  his  preaching  to  them,  in  his  firft 
epiftle.      It  is  much  more  likely  that  he  continued  in  Paleftine 
and  the  neighbourhood,  and  that,  perhaps,  he  never  went  even 
to  Rome,  whither  you  pretended  catholics  fend  him,  that  you 
may  impofe,  as  you  have  done  without  proof  and  againft  com- 
mon fenfe,  the  ecclefiaftical  tyranny  of  the  bifhops  of  that  fee, 
his  fuppofed  fucceffors,  on  the  chriftian  world.     Paul  indeed 
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was  a  great  traveller,  as  I  have  faid,  moving  about  from  place 
to  place  almoft  continually  during  the  greateft  part  of  the  time 
that  palled  between  his  baptifm  and  his  death ;  that  is,  accord- 
ing to  the  calculation  of  Erasmus,  thirty  five  years.  He  went 
over  the  countries,  where  Peter  taught,  more  than  once.  He 
had  been  in  Arabia  before.  He  vifited  Greece  and  moft  of  the 
iflands.  He  penetrated  beyond  Thracia  and  Macedonia  into  11- 
lyria.  He  returned  into  Paleftine,  and  was  fent  in  chains  from 
thence  to  Rome. 

How  thefe  two  apoftles  preached,  for  of  the  reft  we  have  no 
need  to  fpeak,  and  mould  have  little  to  fay,  may  be  feen  by 
their  public  difcourfes  recorded  in  the  Acts,  and  might  be  guef- 
fed  by  the  ftyle  and  matter  of  their  epiftles.    To  fhew  how  they 
fuccceded  in  their  millions,    one  example  will  be  fufficient. 
Paul  had  preached  eighteen  months  or  two  years  at  Corinth, 
and  had  fettled  a  church  there.      The  Corinthians  did  not  re- 
nounce chriftianity  as  foon  as  he  had  left  them  ;   but  they  cor- 
rupted it  both  in  opinion  and  practice,  and  fell  back  into  all 
their  former  habits  of  vice  and  debauchery.     It  was,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  that  the  apoftle  writ  his  two  epiftles  to  the  Corinthi- 
ans, and  in  them  we  fee  the  particular  errors   and  abufes   that 
were  grown  in  a  fhort  time  to  a  great  head  in  that  city.     Among 
thefe,  it  is  to  our  prefent  purpofe  to  mention  fome.     The  taint 
of  heathen  philofophy  remained  upon  them ;   and  they  had 
contracted  a  gnoftical  contempt  for  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel, 
and  of  evangelical  teachers.      Falfe  apoftles  from  Judaea  had 
introduced  fuperftitious  opinions  and  practices,  and  had  per- 
fuaded  them  to  regard  the  law  of  Moses  as  neceflary  to  be  ob- 
ferved  with   that  of  Christ.     They  were  divided  into  fects, 
and  affected  pre-eminence  according  to  the  dignity  they  afcrib- 
ed  to  thofe  by  whom  they  had  been  baptifed,  toApoLLos,  to 
Cephas,    to  Paul..     For  thefe,    and  for  many  other  things, 
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they  are  feverely  reproved  in  the  firft  of  the  two  epiftles  I 
have  mentioned:  and  tho  St.  Paul  feems  fatisfled  in  the  fe- 
cond  with  their  fubmiflion  and  amendment,  yet  is  it  certain, 
that  the  fame  errors  and  abufes  continued  or  revived  in  the 
church  of  Corinth,  and  in  others.  Jerom  *  fays  in  general, 
that  even  in  his  time  the  remains  of  them  appeared  in  Achaia, 
and  St.  Austin  f,  taking  notice  in  particular  of  the  fuperftitious 
warnings  of  the  feet,  laments,  that  the  church  of  Christ  was 
fubjecTted  to  more  than  judaical  fervitude  under  the  load  of  ex- 
ternal obfervances. 


It  was  eafy  to  intermix,  in  this  manner  of  promulgating  the 
gofpel,  as  many  philofophical  and  pharifaical  conceits  as  the 
prejudices  or  purpofes  of  the  feveral  preachers  of  it  required : 
and  when  they  were  once  well  mingled  together,  as  tradition 
varied  thofe  of  one  fort,  or  multiplied  thofe  of  another,  pub- 
lic writings  and  ecclefiaffical  authority  were  added  to  increafe 
and  perpetuate  the  confufion  in  which  chriftianity  was  deliver- 
ed down  to  pofterity,  and  in  which  it  continues  even  at  this 
day.  A  ftate  not  to  be  quite  parallelled  by  that  of  any  other 
religion,  as  I  believe ;  neither  by  the  mahometan,  however  di- 
vided, nor  by  that  of  Foe,  into  how  many  feds  foever  it  has 
been  broken  among  the  eaftern  nations.  But  we  muff,  not  ima- 
gine, that  the  diverfity  of  fe&s,  and  the  oppofition  and  confu- 
fion of  doctrines,  which  were  principal,  were  fole  caufes  of  the 
uncertainty  of  the  traditions  of  the  primitive  church,  or  were 
caufed  folely  by  the  manner  of  promulgating  chriftianity.  Other 
caufes  of  this  divifion  and  confufion  exifted  and  concurred,  ei- 
ther mediately  thro  them,  or  by  their  own  immediate  effects,, 
to  corrupt  tradition,  and  hinder  the  chriftian  fyftem  from  ac- 
quiring any  appearance  of  confiftency. 

*  Praefat.  2di  lib.  com.  inep.  ad  Galatas.  f  Ep.  ad  Janitariitm. 
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SECTION     XIX. 

To  collect  inftances  of  all  the  extravagancies  which  were 
broached  at  that  time,  which  almofl  choaked  the  tender  fhoots 
of  chriftianity,  and  which  grew  up  with  them,  like  weeds 
among  the  corn,  would  be  endlefs  and  needlefs  both.  I  will 
recal  one  alone  of  the  enthufiafm  that  prevailed,  and  of  the 
impudence  with  which  fome  men  impofed  on  the  fimplicity  of 
others.  We  find  it  in  Paul's  fecond  epiftle  to  the  Corinthi- 
ans. The  effect  of  his  firft,  whatever  that  was,  encouraged 
him  to  write  in  this  more  plainly  and  more  bitterly  againft  the 
falfe  teachers,  and  more ,  highly  in  praife  of  himfelf,  his  autho- 
rity, and  his  merit,  which  he  fcruples  not  to  prefer  to  that  of 
all  the  other  apoftles.  On  this  occafion  it  appears,  that  the 
falfe  teachers  had  the  front  to  allure,  and  to  make  the  firft 
chriftian  converts  believe,  that  they  had  an  immediate  com- 
munication with  celeftial  beings.  This  gave  them  an  air  of 
fuperiority  to  which  St.  Paul  thought  it  not  proper  to  fubmit, 
as  indeed  it  was  not,  fince  that  would  have  been  to  fubmit  his 
authority  to  theirs,  and  the  gofpel  he  taught  to  the  gofpels 
they  taught.  The  leaft  he  could  do,  and  it  is  obfervable,  that 
his  modefty  would  allow  him  to  do  no  more,  was  to  oppole 
his  own  raptures  and  virions  to  thofe  which  thefe  men  pretend- 
ed to  have,  and  to  declare,  that  he  too  had  been  wrapped  up 
into  the  third  heaven,  either  in  body,  or  fpirit,  where  he  had 
learned  things  incomprehenfible  and  inefTable. 

What  has  been  faid  very  fummarily  may  ferve,  however, 
to  fhew,  that  it  was  not  poflible,  traditions  derived  from  the 
firft,  and  thro  the  moft  early  ages  of  chriftianity,  mould  con- 
vey either  facts  or  doctrines  down  with  a  due  authenticity  and 
precifion,    unlefs  a  continued  miracle  had  fubfifted  to  alter 
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the  nature  of  things,  and  to  produce  effects  repugnant  to  their 
caufes.  But  there  remain  fome  circumftances  ftill,  which  de- 
ferve  to  be  mentioned.  It  has  been  obferved  already,  that  the 
fondnefs  of  the  firft  Chriftians  for  pagan  theology  carried  them, 
not  only  to  borrow  from  it,  but  to  forge  books  under  the  names 
of  fuch  as  had  been  famous  divines  in  the  Eaft,  in  Egypt,  and 
elfewhere.  Even  this  did  not  content  them.  They  not  only 
introduced,  with  equal  abfurdity  and  fallnood,  thefe  authori- 
ties to  confirm  the  moft  fublime  myfteries  of  chriftianity,  and 
to  teach  men  the  way  to  falvation*,  but  they  compofed  a 
multitude  of  different  gofpels,  not  lefs,  I  believe,  than  forty, 
to  give  the  authority  of  a  divine  original  to  all  the  fabulous 
traditions,  fuperftitious  practices,  and  extravagant  doctrines, 
which  were  adopted,  or  invented  by  the  different  fedts.  Thus 
the  gnoftics  had  their  gofpel ;  the  marcionites  had  theirs ;  the 
valentinians  had  theirs,  and  even  Judas  Iscariot  had  his  -f-. 
Apocalypfes,  or  books  of  revelations,  were  not  fo  numerous ; 
but  of  thefe  too  there  were  feveral.  One  of  thefe  particularly, 
the  apocalypfe  of  St.  Paul,  I  could  almoft  wifh  that  we  had, 
fince  it  pretended  to  relate  the  ineffable  things  he  faw  in  the 
third  heaven.  But  it  is  loft  as  well  as  others :  and  if  that 
which  we  have  under  the  name  of  St.  John  had  been  loft  like- 
wife,  there  might  have  been  fome  madmen  the  fewer,  and  chri- 
ftianity would  not  have  fuffered  fo  much. 

There  was  another  practice  in  the  primitive  church,  which 
may  find  it's  place  properly  enough  here,  becaufe  it  ferved  to 
corrupt  the  traditions  of  the  church,  and  to  fill  the  ecclciiafti- 
cal  annals  with  lying  legends ;  tho  it  did  not  corrupt  the  doc- 
trines of  chriftianity  fo  dire&ly  as  the  others.  The  pra&ice 
I  mean  is,  that  of  writing  pious  romances,  under  the  pretence 
of  writing  the  lives  of  faints,  and  the  deaths  of  martyrs.   This 

*  Via  ad  falutem indicata.  -J-  Cod.  apoc.  nov.  teftam.  of  Fabricics. 
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practice  grew  fo  frequent,  and  thefe  romances  were    held  in 
fuch  efteem,    that  a  certain  ecclefiaftic   of  the  greek  church, 
one  Metaphrastus  *,  I  think,  publifhed  a  treatife  of  criticifm 
on  the  fubject,  and  laid  down  rules  for  the  compofition  of  them. 
Chriftian  hiftorians,  like  thofe  of  Greece  who  wrote  after  the 
expedition  of  Alexander,  imagined  they  could  never  add  too 
much  of  the  marvellous  to  fo  many  marvellous  events.     Their 
readers  feemed  to  be  of  the  fame  mind :    and  hiftory  became 
romance  in  order  to  pleafe.     Thefe  hiftories  too  of  faints  and 
martyrs  were  panegyrics  as  well  as  romances,  and  had  the  fame 
effect  that  Tully  afcribes  fomewhere  to  the  funeral  orations  of 
the  Romans,  which  corrupted  tradition  firft,  and  hiftory  after- 
wards. Well  might  they  have  this  effect,  when  they  were  authorif- 
ed  by  the  greateftand  moft  admired  fathers  of  the  church;  when 
fuch  a  man  as   St.  Austin,  for  inftance,    read  fuch  legends  in 
the  pulpit  to  his  congregation,  and  kept  and  publifhed  accounts 
of  miracles  wrought  by  the  relics  of  faints  and  martyrs.     Since 
the  preachers  propagated  thefe  idle  tales,    it  is  not  wonderful, 
that  the  hearers  believed  them,    and  that   pious  lying  became 
the  voice  of  tradition,  in  ages  when  any  thing  might  be  impof- 
ed  on  chriftian  auditories,  and  that  which  was  leaft  underftood 
was  moft  admired  in  them,  according  to  the  character  given  of 
thefe  flocks  by  St.  Gregory  of  Nazianze  in  a  very  remarkable 
anecdote  related  by  St.  Jerom  f.     But  thefe  romances  had  an 
effect  ftill  worfe ;   for  they  introduced  into  chriftianity  a  fort  of 
polytheifin  and  idolatry,  too  nearly  akin  to  heathenifm.     Let 
not  your  zeal  for  the  honor  of  faints,    martyrs,  and  confeffors 
make  you  think  the  expreflion  too  hard.      I  can  quote  you  one 
much  more  hard  from  Erasmus,     for  whom  you  profefs  the 
fame  veneration  that  I  have.     In  the  preface  to  de  Marca, 
before  his  paraphrafe  on  St.  Paul's  epiftles  to  the  Corinthians, 
after  faying,  that  "  this  apoftle  did   not   fuffer  any  mortal  to 

*  Vid.  Bailett's  pref.  to  the  lives  of  the  faints.  -f  Ep.  ad  Nepotian. 
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J*  be  cried  or  preached  up,  nor  the  praife  of  tJie  go/pel  to  be 
"  transferred  to  men,"  he  adds,  "  nunc  quidem,  velut  anti- 
"  quato  Chris  ro,  novum  idolatriae  genus  invehunt,  ex  horn i- 
"  nibus,  ut  ita  loquar,  deos  facientes."  The  church,  your 
church  I  mean,  has  afcribed  divinity,  little  if  at  all  better  than 
the  heathen  did.  Some  of  your  faints,  tho  they  were  not  pub- 
lic debauchees,  were  very  ill  men:  and  if  you  confult  Cy- 
prian, whofe  authority  is  fo  much  reflected,  and  for  the  fame 
reafon,  by  the  chriftian  clergy  of  every  feci,  you  will  find,  that 
they  who  fuffered  as  confeffors  were  very  often  men  of  the  moft 
profligate  morals.  If  they  were  fuch  after  their  fufferings,  there- 
is  room  to  believe,  that  fome  of  the  martyrs  were  fuch  before 
they  fufiercd,  and  when  they  differed. 

No  monuments  can  be  more  uncertain,    none  more  preca- 
rious, than  thofe  of  chriftian  tradition.     Other  traditions  grow 
more  and  more  fo  by  time.     Thefe  were  never  more  fo  than 
at  firft.     Afk  your  acquaintance  doctor  Waterland,  whether 
lie  has  found  the  tradition  of  the  three  firft  ages  of  the  church 
direct,  clear,  and  uniform  in  fupport  of  the  confubftantiality  of 
the  fon  to  the  father,  which  is  a  doctrine  that  he  defends  moft 
ftrenuoully.     He  will  aflure  you,  that  he  has  found  it  to  be  fo. 
He  will  not  be  able,  however,  to  prove  it  any  more  than  bi- 
shop Bull  has  done,  after  all  his  boafts  of  the  unanimity  of  the 
fathers,  and  even  with  the  help   of  forced  conftructions,     and 
indirect  proofs.     As  little  will  he  or  any  other  divine   be  able 
to  defend,  on  this  authority,  feveral  doctrines,  that  they  hold, 
or  to  juftify  themfelves  for  not  holding  feveral  that  they  reject. 
Even  your  divines,  who  lay  fo  much  ftrefs   on   tradition,     are 
pleafed  to  abandon  it,  as  well  as  ours,  in  cafes  wherein  it  fecms 
to  carry  the  greateft  authority,  becaufe  it  is  immediately  deriv- 
ed from  the  apoftles.     Thus,  I  believe,    that  abftinence  from 
blood,  which  was  enjoined  as  much  as  abftinence  from  fornica- 
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tion  by  the  apoftles  in  a  folemn  council,  is  at  this  time  required  by 
no  doctor,  except  doctor  Delany.  Thus  again,  there  are,  I  fup- 
pofe,  very  few  millenarians  left,  if  even  Mr.  Whiston  be  ffillof 
the  fame  opinion,  tho  the  year  one  thoufand  leven  hundred  and 
twenty  is  paft,  and  the  millennium  not  begun.  In  fhort,  by  partial 
traditions  they  can  prove  or  difprove  any  thing.  By  univerfal  tra- 
ditions almoft  nothing.  This  very  do&rine  of  a  millennium  was 
oppofed  at  the  clofe  of  the  fecond  century  * :  and  a  certain  prieft, 
one  C  a  i  u  s ,  who  believed,  that  the  apocalypfe  afcribed  to  St.  Joh  n 
was  writ  by  Cerinthus,  afcribed  this  opinion  not  to  the  evan- 
gelift,  but  to  the  heretic.  Jerom,  Austin,  Gregory  the 
great,  or  the  faint  as  he  is  called  with  lefs  reafon,  and  divines 
much  more  modern  than  thefe,  have  interpreted  the  paffages 
of  the  apocalypfe,  that  eftablifh  the  millennium,  in  another 
fenfe :  -and  a  man,  who  mould  profefs  to  expect  it  at  this  day, 
or  to  believe  the  doctrine,  would  be  treated  as  a  vifionary. 
But  yet  we  muff.,  I  think,  receive  this  tradition,  fo  general- 
ly rejected ;  or  reject  all  traditions,  even  thofe  as  generally  re- 
ceived. 

Let  me  fay  fomething  more,  which  occurs  to  me  on  the 
fubject  of  the  millennium.  Irenaeus  is  a  father  much  quoted 
and  much  refpected.  Irenaeus  had  feen  Papias  and  Poly- 
carp,  and  was  himfelf  a  difciple  of  the  difciples  of  St.  John. 
All  thefe  were  millenarians :  and  thus  the  firft  authors  of  apo- 
ftolical  traditions  taught  this  doctrine  as  apoftolical.  Justin 
the  martyr,  and  Tertullian,  were  millenarians  likewife. 
Justin  was  the  firft.  father,  I  believe,  who  took  notice  of  the 
apocalypfe,  afcribed  it  to  St.  John,  and  founded  his  belief  of 
the  millennium  upon  it,  in  the  dialogue  with  Tryphon.  Ter- 
tullian goes  farther.  He  maintains  the  apocalypfe  againft 
the  marcionites,  and  affirms,  that  the  new  Jerufalem,    to  be 

*   Euseb.  hift.  ecckC  lib.  3. 
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built  by  the  hand  of  God,  and  to  defcend  from  heaven,  was 
known  to  Ezekiel,  and  had  been  feen  by  the  apoftle  St.  John  ; 
nay,  that  the  plan,  or  model  of  it,  had  been  (ken  in  his.  time 
fuipended  in  the  air  forty  days  together,  that  it  might  be  known 
again,  when  it  fbould  actually  exift  on  the  earth.  Let  it  not 
be  faid,  that  I  infift  on  the  authorities  of  a  weak  man,  and 
of  a  madman.  I  might  do  fo,  in  tins  cafe,  with  as  good  reafon 
as  divines  have  for  infifting  on  them  in  fo  many  others.  But 
the  point  I  infift  upon  is  this.  The  doctrine  of  the  millen- 
nium was  an  apoftolical  doctrine,  and  taught  as  fuch  by  the 
immediate  fucceffors  of  the  apoftles.  It  was  oppofed,  indeed, 
near  two  centuries  afterwards  by  an  obfeure  prieft,  who  denied 
it  to  be  the  doctrine  of  St.  John,  becaufe  he  denied  St.  John 
to  be  the  author  of  the  apocalypfe.  But  the  doctrine  was 
founded  on  original  tradition  as  well  as  on  the  apocalypfe :  and 
therefore  whatever  interpretations  were  made  of  thefe  revelati- 
ons in  after  times,  the  tradition  was  too  frefh  to  be  fhaken. 
What  mail  we  fay  now?  Were  the  traditions  concerning  the 
millennium  of  doubtful  authority  in  the  firft  ages  of  the 
church?  In  that  cafe,  tradition  is  no  rule  at  all.  Were  they 
uniform  ?  How  comes  this  doctrine  to  be  exploded  ? 

The  third  and  fourth  ways,  that  is  the  two  worft,  of 
prefer ving  doctrines,  which  Barrow  mentions,  have  fo  near 
a  relation  to  one  another,  that  one  is  the  neceflary  confequence 
of  the  other.  They,  who  decide  about  difputable  and  difput- 
ed  facts  or  doctrines,  at  great  diftances  of  time,  may  be  eafily 
impofed  upon  by  tradition,  and  may  eafily  impofe  by  autho- 
rity. Tradition  is  all  that  time  growing  corrupt.  If  it  be- 
come falfe,  they  decide  and  they  write  falfely;  if  uncertain, 
uncertainly.  The  nicaean  council  decided  againft  Arius: 
and  yet,  if  we  give  credit  to  Petavius,  whom  it  was  more 
eafy  to  iilence  by  authority,  than  to  refute  by  fact  and  by  rea- 
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fon,  the  fathers  of  the  three  firft  centuries  were  little  better 
than  arians.  How  came  the  fathers  of  the  fourth  to  decree 
fo  pofitively  and  fo  precifely  in  favor  of  a  confubftantiality, 
about  which  the  tradition  had  been  neither  pofitive,  precife, 
nor  unanimous;  tho  bifhop  Bull  has  ventured  to  affert,  that 
the  antenicaean  fathers  had  agreed  on  this  fubject,  "  ad  unum." 
Could  any  man,  who  had  not  the  front  of  a  controverfial  writer, 
affirm  in  this  manner,  when  he  knew,  as  Bull  knew,  that 
eighty  fathers  who  condemned  Paul  of  Samofata,  denied  the 
homoiifion  or  confubftantiality  of  the  fon  with  the  father  ? 

Will  it  be  urged,  that  the  four  gofpels  are  as  old,  and  even 
older  than  tradition ;  that  the  orthodox  dodtrine  concerning  the 
trinity  is  eftablifhed  in  them,  and  in  the  other  fcriptures  of 
the  new  Teftament,  by  all  which  tradition  is  to  be  controuled 
and  corrected?  I  apprehend,  that  the  anfwer  will  not  be  fuf- 
ficient.  Some  will  affert,  that  the  fcriptures,  far  from  eftablifh- 
ino-  the  nicaean  doclrine,  vindicate,  by  their  whole  tenor,  the 
fupremacy  of  the  father,  and  declare  the  fubordination  of  the 
fon.  But  let  it  be,  that  the  gofpels  received  into  the  canon  are 
favorable  to  the  orthodox  belief;  how  do  we  know,  that  the 
other  gofpels  were  exactly  conformable  to  thefe,  on  a  matter 
of  fo  much  nice  definition?  Might  notour  learned  and  fubtile 
theology  find  the  talk  infinitely  harder,  if  we  had  thofe  gofpels, 
to  create  an  harmony  between  three  or  four  dozen,  than  be- 
tween four?  The  council  of  Laodicea  admitted  four,  and  re- 
jected all  the  reft.  But  it  is  very  poffible,  that  this  council 
might  proceed,  as  councils  have  generally  done,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  an  ecclefiaftical  faction,  and  decree  accordingly ;  or 
elfe  on  fome  fuch  reafons  as  Irenaeus  called  a  demonftration  *. 
There  are  four  parts  of  the  world.  There  are  four  cardinal 
winds.     There  have  been  four  covenants  under  Adam,  Noak, 

*  Lib.  3.. 
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Moses,  and  Christ.  There  can  be  but  four  go/pels  therefore, 
I  omit  fome  other  proofs,  juft  as  demonftrative  as  thofe,  upon 
all  of  which  he  did,  and  the  council  might,  determine  that  there 
could  be  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  four  gofpels ;  tho  feveral 
traditions  authorifed  feveral  others. 


The  truth  is,  that  as  every  man,    in  the  moft  early  days 
of  Christianity,  judged  of  his  own  inspiration,  and  of  the  gifts 
of  the  fpirit  he  received,  fo  every  church  judged  of  the  infpi- 
ration  of  authors,  and  of  the  divine  authority  of  books.     The 
firft  led  to  the  laft,  and  thofe  authors  were  deemed  infpired, 
and  thofe  books  were  canonifed,    in  which  every  particular 
church  found  the  greateft  conformity  with  her  own  fentiments. 
It  is  aftonifhing  to  confider  how  far  this  extravagance  was  car- 
ried.    To  confider,  for  inftance,  that  Clement  of  Alexandria 
mould  look  on  an  apocalypfe  of  Peter  as  genuine,    and  it 
mould  be  rejected  afterwards.     That  St.  Paul  mould  infert  in 
his  epiftles  feveral  paflages  of  the  apocalypfe  of  Eli  as,  as  Ori- 
gen  allures  that  he  did,  and  it  mould  be  refufed  admittance  in- 
to the  canon.     But  it  is  ftill  more  aftonifhing  to  obferve  how 
much  refpecl:  Origen  himfelf  had  for  the  viiions  of  Hermas, 
and  the  oracles  of  the  Sybil,  as  well  as  others  of  the  fathers. 
Irenaeus,  having  cited  the  former,  ufes  this  expreflion,  "  fcrip- 
M  tura  pronunciavit  *  1*  and  honeft  Justin,  in  his  admonition 
to  the  Greeks,  exhorts  them  in  a  moft  folemn  manner  to  believe 
the  antient  and  venerable  Sibyl,  who  was  extraordinarily  in- 
fpired by  almighty  God- 

I  conclude  from  the  little  that  has  been  faid  on  a  mod  vo- 
luminous fubject,  that  as  tradition  furnifhes  very  precarious 
anecdotes  to  thofe  who  write  at  great  diftances  of  time,  fb  it 
may  become  difficult,  nay  impoflible,  to  afcertain  the  autho- 
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rity  even  of  books  that  were  written,  perhaps,  at  the  time  they 
fuppofe  themfelves  to  have  been  written,  if  the  attempt  to  fix 
their  authenticity,  and  to  reduce  them  into  a  canon,  is  made 
at  a  great  diftance  of  time.  They  may  be  neither  received  nor 
rejected  on  grounds  abfolutely  fure.  They  may  be  rejected  at 
one  time,  and  received  at  another :  a  remarkable  example  ol 
which  we  find  in  the  adventures  of  the  apocalypfe.  Whether 
this  book  was  writ  by  John  the  evangelift,  John  the  prieft, 
Cerinthus,  or  fome  other  viflonary,  it  pafled  for  a  compo- 
fition  of  the  evangelift' s,  and  maintained  great  credit  as  fuch 
in  the  church  for  fome  centuries  before  the  council  of  Laodicea. 
This  council  left  it  out  of  the  canon  in  the  year  three  hundred 
and  fixty  :  and  altho  aliatic  bifhops  might  pafs,  in  this  cafe,  for 
judges  more  competent  than  thofe  of  the  weft,  the  council  of 
Carthage  put  it  into  the  canon  in  the  year  three  hundred  and 
ninety  feven.  Some  fpanifh  councils,  and  others,  I  believe,  in 
the  weft  did  the  fame.  Anathema,  that  convincing  argument, 
was  employed  againft  all  gainfayers:  and  as  the  mift  thickened,  it 
was  univerfally  admitted  into  the  canon  of  the  new  Teftament. 

To  fum  up  the  whole  in  one  fhort  propofition.  Ecclefiafti- 
cal  tradition  has  been,  from  the  firft  and  pureft  ages,  found- 
ed, for  tjie  moft  part,  in  ignorance,  fuperftition,  enthufiafm, 
and  fraud.  He  who  pretends  to  clear  the  reverend  fathers,  by 
whom  tradition  was  principally  conveyed  down  from  age 
to  age,  and  to  deny  this  charge,  muft  be  very  ignorant 
himfelf,  or  very  impudent.  Sometimes  they  fhew  their  learn- 
ing, like  Justin,  who  took  the  inlcription  "  Semoni  deo  fan- 
"  fto,"  on  the  ftatue  of  a  god  of  the  Sabines,  for  an  infcrip- 
tion  on  the  ftatue  of  Sjmon  the  magician.  Sometimes  their 
logic,  and  the  ftrength  of  their  reafoning  talents  are  extremely 
like  to  thofe  of  Irenaeus,  in  his  famous  demonftration  of  the 
neceffity  of  four  gofpels.  Sometimes  they  are  as  fober  as  Cy- 
prian, 
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PRiAN,  who  rchcarfcd  to  his  church  in  the  morning  the  virions 
and  dreams  he  had  in  the  night,  and  who  confuitcd  little  children 
in  their  extalies,  when  he  had  none  of  thefe  himfelf  *.     Some- 
times 

*  As  extraordinary  as  this  may  feem,  it  will  not  furprifc  thofc  who  have  read  the 
confeflion,  afcribed  to  him,  and  publifhed  among  his  works  in  the  benedi&ine  edition 
of  them.  The  great  St.  Cyprian,  for  lb  our  divines,  as  well  as  yours,  affect  to 
call  him,  had  been  a  rhetorician  before  his  convcrfion,  and  was  after  it  an  admirer 
of  his  countryman,  Tertullian,  whom  he  called  his  mafter,  and  fome  portion  of 
whofe  works  he  ufed  to  read  every  day,  according  to  an  anecdote  mentioned  by  St. 
Jerom  \  Now  fince  he  formed  his  ftylc  on  this  model,  and  on  the  tafte  of  his  age, 
we  may  well  expect  to  find  what  is  found  in  his  writings,  much  hyperbole,  much 
fpiritual  bombaft,  and  all  the  flowers  of  falfe  eloquence.  We  find  them  very  emi- 
nently in  that  extraordinary  piece,  his  confeflion.  There  he  gives  an  account  of  his 
education,  of  his  initiation  into  all  the  myfteries  of  paganifm,  and  of  his  admiflion 
into  all  the  fecrets  of  the  blackeft  and  mod  diabolical  magic.  Believe  me,  fays  the 
faint,  I  faw  the  devil  himfelf;  bdieve  me,  I  embraced  him,  I  converfed  with  him,  and 
was  efteemed  one  of  thofe  who  held  a  principal  rank  about  him.  He  adds,  that  the  de- 
vil made  him  many  compliments  and  promifes,  gave  him  a  band  of  infernal  fpirits 
to  command,  and  at  the  end  of  this  firft  vifit  arofe  from  his  throne,  and  accompa- 
nied the  young  J ambres  with  a  politenefs  that  furprifed  all  thofe  who  faw  it.  He  de- 
fcribes  his  perfon,  his  drefs,  and  the  fpirits  that  attended  his  court,  in  material  forms, 
with  which  they  were  fupplied  by  the  fleams  of  facrifices.  He  defcribes  afterwards 
the  wonderful  feats  he  performed,  whilft  he  was  a  magician,  and  all  the  abomina- 
tions of  which  he  was  guilty.  But  finding  at  laft  that  the  devil,  and  all  the  powers 
of  hell  had  not  been  able  to  debauch  Justina,  a  chriftian  virgin,  for  whom  his 
friend  Aglaidas  had  a  ftrong  inclination,  and  whom  Cyprian  himfelf  feems  to 
have  liked  very  much,  he  renounced  the  devil  and  all  his  works.  He  fet  him  even, 
at  defiance.  You  tremble,  faid  the  faint,  at  the  name  of  Christ  :  the  fign  of  his 
crofs  deprives  you  of  all  power :  how  would  you  ftand  his  prefence  ?  Thus  the  devil 
was  put  to  confufion.  But  Cyprian  fell  into  defpair,  till  his  friend,  Eusebiuf, 
comforted  him,  carried  him  to  the  bifhop,  and  made  him  not  only  a  Chriftian,  but 
one  of  the  greateft  lights  of  the  church. 

Some  divines  would  find,  in  all  this,  no  reafon  to  object  to  Cyprian's  authority. 
On  the  contrary,  they  would  exalt  this  confeflion,  and  the  public  fhame  which  the 
penitent  took  to  himfelf,  as  an  illuftrious  proof  of  the  fir-cerity  of  his  converfion. 
Such  divines  might,  perhaps,  go  farther,  and  fhew,  by  way  of  corollary,  not  only 
againft  the  novatians,  that  chriftians  who  had  apoftatifed  might  be  received  to  re- 
pentance, but  alio  that  the  mod  wicked  of  pagans  might  become  a  faint.  They 
would  not,  however,  be  able  to  folve  this  dilemma.  "  Either  Cyprian  believed 
44  what  he  reported  to  be  true,  or  he  knew  it  to  be  falfe.  If  he  believed  it  true,  he 
"  was  a  madman.  If  he  knew  it  to  be  falfe,  he  was  a  liar  ;  and  neither  in  one  cha- 
"  racier,  nor  in  the  other,  a  fit  paftor  for  the  flock  of  Christ." 
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times  they  are  as  fagacious  as  Ambrose,  who  had  vifions  and 
dreams  too,  and  who  had  bcfides  them  the  faculty  of  diftin- 

guifliing 

Other  divines,  both  of  your  church,  and  of  mine,  are  very  unwilling  to  own 
that  this  confeflion  is  Cyprian's.  They  would  gladly  father  it  on  fome  other  per- 
ibn,  no  matter  on  whom.  His  writings  do  not  only  give,  like  thofe  of  the  other 
fathers,  a  feeming  authority  to  many  of  the  doctrines  that  they  teach ;  but  he  was 
in  particular  a  zealous  aflertor  of  the  dignity  and  power  of  bifhops,  and  of  the  whole 
ecclefiaftical  order.  The  papifts,  indeed,  have  moft  ufe  for  this  father :  and  his  book 
"  de  unitate  ecclefiae"  alone,  nay,  one  fingle  paflage  of  it  would  fuffice  to  make 
him  a  favorite  in  the  church  of  Rome.  The  paflage  I  mean  is  that  wherein,  after 
he  has  quoted  the  word3  of  Christ  to  Peter  »,  tho  he  acknowledges  that  all  the 
apoftles  received  the  fame  powers,   he  adds  b,  "  tamen  ut  unitatem  manifeftaret, 

"  unitatis  ejufdem  originem  ab  uno  incipientem  fua  authoritate  difpofuit fed 

"  exordium  ab  unitate  proficifcitur,  et  primatus  PETRodatur,  utjuna  Christi  ec- 
"  clefia,  et  cathedra  una  monftretur."  The  reputation  of  fuch  a  witnefs  in  favor  of 
papal  primacy,  and  epifcopal  authority,  in  the  middle  of  the  third  century,  is  to  be 
iupported  at  any  rate ;  and  by  confequence  this  piece  is  not  to  be  afcribed  to  him,  if 
the  priefthood  can  hinder  it,  by  oppofing  die  moft  improbable,  to  the  moft  probable 
reafons. 

We  know  nothing  of  the  man  till  he  became  a  Chriftian.     St.  Auftin '  indeed 
fpeaks  of  him,  as  if  he  had  read  his  confeflion.     "  Mutatus  eft  Cyprianus,"  fays 

this  faint  of  his  countryman,  "  cujus  hodie  memoriam  frequentamus ipfe  fcribit, 

"  ipfe  teftatur  ayus  vitae  fuerit  aliquando,  quam  nefariae,  quam  impiae,  quam  impro- 
*'  bandae,  ac  deteftandae."  The  author  of  the  confeflion  could  almoft  alone  de- 
ferve  fuch  epithets :  and  it  is  extremely  probable  that  Pontius,  a  prudent  deacon, 
and  the  antient  biographer  of  Cyprian,  pafled  over  in  filence  all  that  preceded  his 
converfion,  as  if  it  had  been  unworthy  to  be  mentioned,  but  in  truth  that  he  might 
not  be  obliged  to  fay  any  thing  of  this  important  confeflion.  His  modern  biogra- 
pher, a  benedictine  monk,  who  publifhed  the  edition  of  Cyprian's  works,  which 
Baluzius  had  begun,  is  not  fp  eafily  embarrafied.  He  pretends  that  there  were  two 
Cyprians,  the  great  St.  Cyprian  of  Carthage,  and  a  little  St.  Cyprian  of  An- 
ticch,  whole  name  is  likewife  prcferved  in  ecclefiaflical  monuments.  He  infills  on 
a  poem,  which  Photius  reports  that  the  emprefs  Eudocia  wrote  about  a  Cyprian 
and  a  Justin  a  who  fuffeied  martyrdom  at  Nicomedia,  and  which  contained  many 
things  that  are  imputed  to  the  Cyprian  we  fpeak  of,  by  St.  Gregory  of  Nazianze 
in  his  eighteenth  fermon,  tho  they  could  not  belong  to  him.  On  this  foundation 
the  monk  aflumes  that  St.  Gregory  confounded  the  antiochian  with  the  Carthaginian 
Cyprian,  and  did  not  know  on  whofe  feftival  he  preached.  Our  learned  Fell  had 
objected  that  no  one  of  this  name  is  to  be  found  among  the  bifhops  of  Antioch  :  no 
wonder,  fays  the  learned  benedictine,  for  as  there  were  two  Cyprians,  there 
were  two  Antiochs,  the  great  Antioch  lb  famous  in  hiftory,  and  a  little  private 
Antioch  concealed  in  Phoenicia,   and  fcarce  heard  of  in  any  public  records.     It 

»  Mat.  c.  xvi.  b  Joh.  c.  xx.  c  Serm.  311. 
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guifliing  the  relics  of  faints  and  martyrs  by  certain  emotions  that 
they  caufed  in  him.  Sometimes  they  are  as  cautious  and  exact, 
in  their  reports  of  miracles,  as  Austin  was,  who  fays  on  that 
important  queftion,  whether  St.  John  died  or  not,  "  that  the 
people  or  Ephefus,  men  of  fenfe,  and  not  light  of  belief,  had 
allured  him,  that  the  faint  was  buried  in  their  town  ;  but 
that  he  lay  in  his  grave  like  one  who  fleeps  in  his  bed,  and 
that  the  earth  which  covered  him  rofe  and  funk,  as  the  bed- 
clothes do  over  one  who  fleeps  and  breathes."  To  conclude, 
they  were  fometimes  as  fincere  and  honeft  as  Jerom.  The 
iincerity  of  this  great  doctor  may  be  feen  in  this  inftance.  He 
pretended  that  angels  had  fcourged  him  feverely  for  his  attach- 
ment to  profane  authors ;  and  to  fhew  that  he  had  not  dream- 
ed it,  he  appealed  to  the  marks  that  remained  on  his  back  *. 
His  honefty  may  be  feen  in  this.  The  fathers  were  apt  to  im- 
ploy,  like  rhetors,  falfe  reafons  and  falfe  authorities.  Jerom 
commends  the  practice,  avows  it,  and  gives  rules  for  it.  Nay 
he  makes  Peter  and  Paul  guilty  of  it  in  their  famous  dis- 
pute, which  gave  occafion  to  another  between  him  and  the 
bifliop  of  Hippo. 

If  we  were  obliged  to  fearch  for  the  articles  and  grounds  of 
faith,  and  for  the  meafures  of  obedience,  in  this  myftery  of 
folly  and  iniquity  ;  if  we  were  to  collect  our  chriftianity  from 
dark  paflages  of  fcripture,   that  admit  often  of  no  fenfe,  and 


feemed  incredible  to  Fell  that  St.  Gregory,  who.  had  been  fo  well  inftructed  in 
ecclefiaftical  affairs  by  his  pious  father,  and. who  had  been  at  Nicomedia  and  in  the 
neighbouring  country,  fhould  know  nothing  of  this  antiochian  Cyprian,  but  apply 
the  whole  or  this  confeffion  to  the  Carthaginian.  It  will  avail  little,  I  fuppofe,  to  af- 
firm that  Gregory  was  come  newly  to  Conftantinople,  and  that  he  preached  without 
iufficient  preparation  and  information  :  fo  that  I  may  continue  to  believe,  as  I  do  be- 
lieve, it  more  probable  that  thefe  critics  go  about  to  deceive  us,  than  that  St.  Gre- 
gory was  deceived  himfelf,  and  impofed  on  his  auditory. 
*  Ep.  ad  Eustochium. 
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often  of  feveral,  and  that  are  rendered  more  uncertain  and  ob- 
fcure  by  ecclefiaftical  traditions,  and  by  fuch  divines  as  have 
been  mentioned,  our  cafe  would  be  bad  indeed.  But  fuch  an 
ablurdity  cannot  be  in  the  order  of  an  all-wife  providence. 
God  has  dealed  more  gracioufly  with  his  creatures.  The  king- 
dom of  theology  is  the  kingdom  of  darknefs  :  and  to  enjoy  the 
true  light  of  the  gofpel,  we  muft  fly  from  it.  To  believe  that 
Jesus  was  the  Meffiah  is  faid  by  fome  to  be  the  "  unum  ne- 
"  cenarium"  of  faith ;  but  to  obferve  the  laws  of  nature  is  cer- 
tainly the  "  unum  necefTarium"  of  duty.  About  this  fum- 
mary  of  faith  and  duty  there  can  be  no  very  reafonable  doubt. 
Scripture,  tradition,  and  theology,  all  confpire  to  eftablifh 
them ;  altho  the  two  laft  endeavour  to  add  to  them,  and  to 
perplex  them. 


SECTION     XX. 

But  it  is  time  we  mould  proceed  to  the  laft  caufe  I  afligned 
of  the  multiplication  of  feds,  and  the  confufion  of  dodtrines, 
which  have  rendered  theology  the  corruption  of  religion  and 
the  bane  of  fociety,  by  the  abufe  which  a  diftinct.  order  of 
men  has  made  of  religion  to  acquire  dominion  over  private 
confcience,  and  by  that  fpiritual,  a  great  fhare  of  temporal, 
dominion  in  every  chriftian  ftate.  With  this  I  fhall  conclude 
all  I  have  to  fay  concerning  authority  in  matters  of  religion, 
and  fhall  plead  the  caufe  of  it,  fuccefsfully,  I  hope,  againft  thofe 
infidels  who  charge  it  unjuftly. 

That  religion  is  necenary  to  ftrengthen,  and  that  it  contri- 
butes to  fupport  government  cannot  be  denied,  I  think,  without 
contradicting  reafon  and  experience  both.  This  fome  men 
have  been  extravagant  enough  to  do  diredtly :    whilft  others, 
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with  whom  we  fhall  meddle  here,  have  contradicted  reafon  and 
experience,  jufr.  as  much,  in  a  manner  more  likely  to  impofe, 
and  therefore  more  likely  to  do  hurt,  by  propagating  falfe  con- 
ceptions of  the  Supreme  Being,  by  perplexing  the  notions  of 
religion,  and  by  affociating  to  it  fuch  as  are  really  diftincl:  from 
it.  From  hence  all  the  evil  confequences,  that  are  imputed 
to  religion,  have  flowed  immediately  :  and  it  is  neccflary,  there- 
fore, in  defence  of  it,  to  diflinguifh  clearly  between  what  is 
really  religion,  and  what  has  been  induftrioufly,  and  is  now 
habitually,  confounded  with  it,  and  made  to  pafs  for  it. 

Civil  obligations  are  impofed  by  the  laws  of  man ;   religious 
obligations  by  thofe  of  God  ;   and  as  the  authority  of  the  legi- 
slator is  far  greater   in  one  cafe  than  in  the  other,  fo  is  the 
fanction  of  the  law,  eternal  punifhments  in  another  life,  inftead 
of  temporal  pains  and  penalties  in  this.     If  it  be  faid,   that  be- 
sides this  difference,  we  are  to  confider  how  much  religion  has 
a  farther  influence  than  civil  government  can  have,  becaufe  the 
former  reaches  to  the  inward  difpofitions  of  the  heart  and  mind, 
whilft  the  other  goes  no   farther    than  to   regulate   outward 
conduct ;     I  fhall  neither  deny  the  proportion,    nor   admit  all 
the  ufe  that  is  made  of  it :   but  I  fhall  conclude  from  thence, 
how  neceffary  it  is  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  mankind,  that 
they  be  kept  from  jarring,  which  cannot  be  effectually  prevent- 
ed, unlefs  the  intire  power  of  both  remains  in  the  fame  hands. 
As  long  as  natural  religion  is  alone  concerned,  this  mould  not 
feem  fo  difficult ;   but  when  revealed  religions  are  eftablifhed, 
the  difficulty  becomes  almoft  infuperable.     The  principles  and 
duties  of  natural  religion  arife  from  the  nature  of  things,  and 
are  difcovered  by  the  reafon  of  man,  according  to  that  order 
which  the  author  of  all  nature,  and  the  giver  of  all  reafon,  has 
eftablifhed  in  the  human  fyftem.     From  hence  too  would  arife 
the  inftitutions  of  civil  government,  in  a  natural  ftate ;  if  the 
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minds  of  legiflators  were  not  corrupted  previoufly  by  fuperfti- 
tion.  In  thefe  cafes,  religion  and  civil  government,  arifing 
from  the  fame  Spring,  their  waters  would  be  intermixed,  they 
would  run  in  one  ftream,  and  they  might  be  eaftly  confined 
to  the  fame  channel ;  if  revelation  did  not  introduce  myfterious 
doclrines  and  rites,  which  it  becomes  foon  a  trade  to  teach  and 
to  celebrate. 

Neither  nature,  norreafon,  could  ever  lead  men  to  imagine 
two  di&incT:  and  independent  focieties   in   the  fame  fociety. 
This    imagination  was   broached   by   eccleftaftical  ambition ; 
and  when  it  was  once  broached,  it  was  fure  to  be  propagated 
by  the  felf-intereft   of  a  whole  order  of  men  in  every  country, 
and  by  the  fuperftition  of  all  the  reft.     A  refpecl:  for  religion 
begat  a  refpecl:  for  this  order.     The  idea  of  religion  came  to  be 
aflbciated  to  that  of  church,  or  rather  to  be  confounded  with  it, 
and  church  came  to  fignify  this  order  of  men  even  exclusively. 
This  church,  this  religious  fociety,  grew  up  in  fome  countries 
to  be  the  tyrant,  in  others  to  be  the  rival  of  the  ftate  on  the  au- 
thority of  pretended  revelations  among  the  heathens :   and  it  is 
a  melancholy  truth,  that  the  fame  monftrous  growth  has  been 
feen  and  felt,  on  the  pretended  authority  of  real  revelations 
among  Chriftians.     Such  is  the  knavery  and  fuch  the  folly  of 
mankind,  that  no  example,    antient  nor  modern,  pagan  nor 
chriftian,  can  be  produced  of  fuch  an  order  of  men  once  efta- 
blifhed  that  has  not  aimed  at  acquiring  from  their  inftitution, 
and  that  has  not  acquired,  fooner  or  later,  immoderate  wealth 
and  exorbitant  power. 

Few  men  are  fo  little  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  the 
chriftian  world  as  not  to  know,  that  the  wealth  of  this  church 
is  equal,  at  leaft  in  many  countries,  to  that  of  the  egyptian 
church ;  that  the  influence  of  the  antient  could  not  be  greater 
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than  that  of  the  modern  magi  over  all  ranks  of  men ;  and  that 
the  bifhop  of  Rome  has  exercifed,  even  over  kings  in  many 
countries,  a  power  which  he  claimed,  in  all,  of  the  fame  na- 
ture with  that  of  the  ethiopian  church  over  kings  of  one 
country. 

A  religious  fociety,  by  which  is  meaned,  on  this  occafion, 
a  clergy,  is,  or  is  not  the  creature  of  the  ftate.  If  the  firft,  it 
follows,  that  this  order,  no  more  than  others,  which  the  ftate 
has  inftituted  for  the  maintenance  of  good  government,  can 
afTume  any  rights,  or  exercife  any  powers,  except  fuch  as  the 
ftate  has  thought  fit  to  attribute  to  it  j  and  that  the  ftate  may, 
and  ought  to  keep  a  conftant  controul  over  it,  not  only  to  pre- 
vent ufurpations  and  abufes,  but  to  direct  the  public  and  pri- 
vate influence  of  the  clergy  in  a  ftrict  conformity  to  the  letter 
and  fpirit  of  that  conftitution,  the  fervants  of  which,  in  a  much 
truer  fenfe  they  are,  than  what  they  affect  fometimes  to  call 
themfelves,  the  ambaffadors  of  God  to  other  men.  If  the  laft 
is  faid,  if  it  is  aflerted,  that  the  church  is  in  any  fort  indepen- 
dent on  the  ftate,  there  arifes  from  this  pretention  the  greateft 
abfurdity  imaginable,  that  I  mean  of  "  imperium  inimperio:" 
an  empire  of  divine  in  an  empire  of  human  inftitution.  It  is- 
in  truth  fo  expreflly  contained  in  the  very  terms  of  the  aflerti- 
on,  that  none  of  the  tedious  fophiftical  reafonings,  winch  have 
been  employed  for  the  purpofe,  can  evade  or  difguife  it. 

One  of  thefe  I  will  mention,  becaufe  it  has  a  certain  air 
of  plaufibility,  that  impofes  on  many,  and  becaufe,  it  it  can- 
not ftand  a  fhort  and  fair  examination,  as  I  think  it  cannot, 
the  whole  edifice  of  ecclefiaftical  independency  and  grandeur 
falls  to  the  ground.  It  has  been  faid  then,  that  religious  and 
civil  focieties  are  widely  diftinguifhed  by  the  diftindt  ends  of 
their  inftitutions,  which  imply  neceflarily  diftincl:  powers  and 
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a  mutual  independency ;  that  the  end  of  one  is  the  falvation  of 
fouls,  and  that  of  the  other  the  fecurity  of  temporal  interefts ; 
that  the  ftate  punifhes  overt-acls,  and  can  puniih  nothing  elfe, 
becaufe  it  can  have  cognifance  of  nothing  that  pafles  in  the 
mind  and  does  not  brea  kout  into  criminal  actions ;  but  that 
the  church  imploying  her  influence  to  temper  the  paflions,  to 
regulate  the  inward  difpofitions,  and  to  prevent  fins,  as  well  as 
crimes,  is  that  tribunal  at  which  even  intentions  are  to  be  tried, 
and  fins,  that  do  not  ripen  into  crimes,  nor  immediately  affect 
civil  fociety,  are  to  be  punifhed. 

Now  in  anfwer  to  all  this  we  may  deny,  with  truth  and  rea- 
fon  on  our  fide,  that  the  avowed  ends  of  religious,  and  the  real 
ends  of  civil  focieties,  are  fo  diftincl:  as  to  require  diftincT;  pow- 
ers, and  a  mutual  independency.  The  falvation  of  fouls  is  not 
the  immediate  end  of  civil  government:  and  I  wifh  it  was 
not  rather  the  pretence  than  the  end  of  ecclefiaftical  policy. 
But  if  to  abftain  from  evil,  and  to  do  good  works,  be  means  of 
falvation,  the  means  of  falvation  are  objects  of  civil  govern- 
ment. It  is  the  duty  of  princes  and  magiffrates  to  promote  a 
ftricl:  obfervation  of  the  law  of  nature,  of  private  and  public 
morality,  and  to  make  thofe  who  live  in  fubjecHon  to  them 
good  men,  in  order  to  make  them  good  citizens.  For 
this  purpofe,  the  balance  and  the  fword  are  put  into  their 
hands,  that  they  may  meafure  out  punifhment  to  every  one 
who  injures  the  community,  or  does  wrong  to  his  neighbour; 
and  a  rigorous  punifhment  of  crimes,  efpecially  if  it  be  accom- 
panied with  rewards  and  encouragements  to  virtue,  for  both 
are  entrufted  to  the  fame  men,  is  the  fureft  way,  not  only  to 
reform  the  outward  behavior,  but  to  create  an  habitual  inward 
difpofition  to  the  practice  of  religion. 

A  CLERGY 
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A  clergy  might  co-operate  with  the  civil  magistrates,  very 
ufefully  no  doubt,   by  exhortations  and  reproofs,  whereof  they 
are  feldom  fparing,  and  much  more  by  example,    which  can 
alone  give  efficacy  to  the  former,  and  which  is  not,  however, 
very  frequently  imployed.     This  they  might  do  as  afliftants  to 
the  civil  magiftrate,  in  concert  with  him,  and  in  fubordination 
to  him.     To  what  purpofe,  therefore,  do  they  claim  and  affect 
independency  on  him  ?  Greater  power  never  did,  nor  can  ena- 
ble them  to  do  greater  good.     On  the  contrary,  it  always  has, 
and  always  muft  divert  them  from  the  proper  bufinefs  of  their 
profeilion,    create  fcandalous  ftrife  with  the  civil  power,  and 
embarrafs  the  whole  order  of  government.     Would  they  erect 
a  tribunal  to  punifh  intentions?    The  very  pretence  is  imperti- 
nent.    Would  they  erect  it  to  punifh,  where  no  injury  is  offer- 
ed, nor  wrong  done?  The  defign  is  unjuft  and  arbitrary.  The 
ideas  of  crimes  are  determinate  and  fixed.  The  magiftrate  can- 
not alter  them.     The  ideas  of  fins  are  more  confufed  and  vague } 
,    and  we  know  by  long  and  general  experience  how  they  vary  in 
the  minds,  or  at  leaft  in  the  writings  of  cafuifts.      Would  they 
erecl:  fuch  a  tribunal  to  try  the  orthodoxy  of  men's  faith  ?    Such 
an  one  is  erected,  in  fome  countries,  under  the  name  of  the  in- 
quifition,  and  is  juftly  detefted  in  all.      A  tribunal,  with  all  the 
powers  of  the  inquifition,  may  extirpate  herefy,  or  rather  pro- 
pagate hypocrify,  by  the  moft  abominable  fpecies  of  tyranny. 
A  tribunal  of  this  fort,    that  has  powers  lefs  coercive,    may 
teaze,  and  vex,   and  irritate  mankind.     It  may  multiply  fccts, 
render  them   more   obftinate  by  perfecution,    and    bring  all 
thofe  evils    on  the  world  which   atheifts  object  to  religion : 
but  the  former  can  never  procure  a  real,    nor  the  latter  even 
an   apparent   uniformity.       To   what   end  and  purpofe   then 
can  Spiritual  courts,    and  coercive  powers  attributed  to  the 
clergy,    ferve,   unlefs  it  be  to  make   them  judges  and  par- 
ties 
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ties  in  their  own  caufe,    when  matters  of  intereft  are  con- 
cerned ? 


SECTION     XXI. 

I  insist  on  this  point  the  more,  not  only  becaufe  it  leads 
directly  to  what  I  mall  have  occasion  to  fay  in  the  latter  part 
of  this  eflay,  but  becaufe  I  would  take  off  the  mafk  of  eccle- 
fiaftical ambition,  which  even  fome  of  our  own  divines  put 
on.  Thofe  of  your  church  have  laid  it  afide  long  ago,  and 
contend  openly  for  ecclefiaftical  tyranny.  The  principal  dif- 
ference among  them  feems  to  be,  whether  this  tyranny  lhall 
be  that  of  a  monarchy,  or  of  an  ariftocracy.  Honeft  Laud 
went  as  far,  at  leaft,  as  the  moft  moderate  of  yours,  and  was 
frank  enough  to  own  his  principles  and  aims.  The  feveral  re- 
volutions that  have  happened  in  our  church  and  ftate  have  ren- 
dered the  firft  too  unpopular,  to  be  directly  avowed,  and  the 
latter  too  vifibly  impracticable,  to  be  entertained.  The  bait, 
however,  is  tempting,  and  therefore  even  they  nibble  at  it,  who 
fear  the  hook.  What  they  are  not  fuffered  to  attempt  in  prac- 
tice, they  maintain  in  (peculation:  they  infinuate  principles, 
which  may  ferve  to  re-eftablifh  ecclefiaftical  power  and  inde- 
pendency on  the  ftate,  in  fome  more  happy  conjuncture;  and 
they  do  all  this  fafely,  whilft  feeming  modifications,  and  am- 
biguous expreflions,  hinder  moft  men  from  difcerning  the  con- 
fequences  of  what  they  advance,  and  fome  even  from  know- 
ing again  in  their  writings  the  fame  doctrines  that  they  had 
condemned  in  the  writings  of  others. 

Among  all  the  fallacies  which  have  been  imployed  by 
churchmen,  who  have  thought  it  neceflary  to  foften  the  abfur- 
dity,  and  to  anticipate  objections,  one  of  the  moft  abfurd  has 
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been  advanced,  tho  not  invented,  by  a  paradoxical  acquaintance  of 
yours;  and  it  is  to  maintain  the  independency  of  the  church,  and 
to  fuppofe,  at  the  fame  time,  a  fort  of  original  contract  between 
the  church  and  the  ftate,  the  terms  of  which  every  whimfical 
writer,  even  this,  fcribler,  adjufts  as  he  pleafes.  They  who  con- 
tend for  abfolute  monarchy  in  the  ftate  endeavour  to  explode 
the  notion  of  an  original  contract  between  the  prince  and  the 
people,  becaufe  the  terms  of  it  are  eafy  to  be  afcertained.  They 
know,  thofe  of  them  at  leaft  who  are  not  as  mad  as  Filmer 
know,  that  all  the  rights  and  powers  which  a  prince  can  have 
muft  be  derived  originally  from  the  people.  They  know,  there- 
fore, that  the  terms  of  fuch  a  contract,  generally  made,  and  al- 
ways implied,  may  be  fufficiently  afcertained  by  reafon,  by 
law,  and  by  cuftom,  notwithftanding  any  previous  and  di- 
vine right,  which  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that  princes  have  to  go- 
vern. They  know  too,  that  the  whole  body  of  the  people, 
and  no  particular  order  of  men,  are  to  judge  of  the  obfervati- 
on  of  this  contract.  But  they  who  contend  for  the  indepen- 
dency of  the  church  on  the  ftate  are  ready  to  aflume  fuch  a 
contract,  becaufe  the  pretence  may  ferve  to  delude  the  ftate^ 
in  fome  countries,  and  can  never  embarrafs  the  church  in  any. 
By  admitting  it,  the  ftate  acknowledges  an  original  independent 
cy  in  the  church,  derived  from  a  greater  authority  than  her 
own :  and  the  fuppofed  terms  of  union  may  be  conftrued  to  be 
rather  concefTions  of  the  religious  fociety  to  the  civil,  for  the 
fake  of  order  and  peace,  than  grants  of  the  civil  to  the  religi- 
ous fociety.  Thus  religion  and  the  church  are  fet  on  the 
fame  foot :  no  human  authority  can  alter  one,  but  muft  re- 
ceive it  in  the  terms  in  which  it  has  been  revealed ;  and  fb 
may  a  good  cafuift  prove,  on  this  hypothecs,  that  no  human 
authority  can  meafure  out  any  conditions  of  eftablifhment  to 
the  other.  Thus  the  ftate  becomes  nothing  better  than  a  co- 
ordinate, but  inferior  power. 
,  Vol.  IV.  H  h  h  The 
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The  ftupid  fellow,  who  advanced  this  paradox  in  englifh, 
did  not  fee  how  ill  the  parts  of  it  hang  together;  nor  that  if 
ecclefiaftical  government  was,  by  divine  appointment,  indepen- 
dent of  civil,  no  fuch  contract,  as  he  fuppofes,  could  be  made. 
The  religious  fociety,  notwithstanding  their  known  modera- 
tion, could  not  have  parted  from  that  independency  and  fupe- 
riority  over  the  civil  power,  which  God  had  given  them.  But 
the  truth  is,  they  were  glad  to  get  an  eftablifhment  in  the  em- 
pire at  any  rate :  and  when  a  fortunate  conjuncture  had  made 
one  emperor  think,  that  they  might  be  of  ufe  to  him,  it  hap- 
pened, as  it  often  has  happened,  that  the  auxiliaries  ufurped 
on  him,  or  his  fucceflbrs  at  leaft,  on  the  prerogatives  of  the 
crown,  and  on  the  liberties  of  the  people.  In  fhort,  if  there 
had  been  any  alliance  between  the  church  and  the  ftate  on  this 
occafion,  it  muft  have  been  fuch  an  alliance  as  never  was  heard 
of  before  nor  fince.  It  muft  have  been  an  alliance  without 
any  treaty,  for  there  certainly  was  none :  and  all  the  advan- 
tages, which  the  religious  fociety  acquired  afterwards  over  the 
civil  were  mere  ufurpations ;  for  ufurpations  by  fraud  are  as  real- 
ly fuch,  as  ufurpations  by  force,  and  thefe  were  carried  as  far 
as  legislative  authority. 

The  church  advocates  beyond  the  Alpes  may  be  a  little 
more  impudent,  but  they  are  much  more  confiftent  than  fome 
on  this  fide.  That  voluminous  compilation  of  decrees  of  coun- 
cils and  of  popes,  of  refolutions  of  fathers,  of  apoftolical  consti- 
tutions, and  of  other  ecclefiaftical  authorities,  compofes  a  bo- 
dy of  law,  according  to  them,  which  the  church  had  a  right 
to  enacl:  without  the  concurrence  of  the  ftate,  and  which  is, 
however,  obligatory  on  the  ftate,  and  on  every  member  of  the 
ftate,  as  far  as  they  are  concerned  in  it.  This,  I  fay,  is  impu- 
dent ;  but  it  is  confiftent  with  the  notion  of  a  religious  fociety 
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of  divine  inftitution,  and  therefore  independent,  and  may  be 
eafily  defended  on  that  principle.  But  where  we  fhall  look  for 
the  conditions  of  that  original  contract,  which  was  made  be- 
tween the  religious  and  the  civil  fociety,  I  know  not;  unlefs 
we  fuppofe  them  written  on  the  back  of  Const  antine's  grant 
to  Sylvester,  and  preferved  in  that  grand  repertory  of  forge- 
ries, the  records  of  the  roman  church.  We  fhall  not  find  them 
in>  the  canon  law.  The  French,  as  good  papifts  as  they  are, 
admit  this  in  part  only:  and  the  quarrel  between  Philip  le 
Bel  and  Boniface  the  eighth  may  be  faid  to  fubfiiteven  now. 
We,  who  have  fhook  off  the  roman  yoke  entirely,  admit  frill 
lefs  of  this  ccclefiaftical  code ;  for  we  reject  every  thing  in  it, 
that  is  not  conformable  to  the  law  of  the  ftate,  and  to  the 
doctrines  of  the  church,  which  this  law  has  eftablifhed. 


I 


This  imaginary  contract,  infhort,  whether  well  or  ill  made, 
never  exifted,  at  any  time,  nor  in  any  country ;  tho  to  have 
been  real,  and  really  authorifed,  it  fhould  have  been  the  fame, 
at  all  times  and  in  all  countries,  where  chriftianity  was  pro- 
pagated. Political  focieties  make,  and  alter,  and  break  their 
alliances,  as  the  varying  reafon  of  flate  fuggefls.  Different  or- 
ders of  civil  government,  in  the  fame  fociety,  change,  and 
with  them  the  whole  conftitution  of  fuch  governments,  as  rea- 
fon or  paflion,  the  interefls  or  difpofitions  of  men  determine 
them.  But  a  religion  given  by  God  is  in  it's  nature  invariable : 
and  therefore,  if  a  religious  fociety,  with  certain  privileges, 
immunities  and  prerogatives,  be  neceflary  to  preferve  it  fo,  the 
order  and  conftitution  of  fuch  a  fociety  muff  be  invariable  too. 
The  church  mult  be  eftablifhed  by  the  fame  divine  authority  as 
the  religion,  and  be  by  confequence  independent  on  the  ftate. 
But  nothing  of  this  kind  has  been.  Christ's  kingdom  was 
not  of  this  world.  He  fent  out  his  apoftles  to  teach  and  to 
baptife,  and  the  utmoft  power  he  gave  them,  befides  that  of 
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working  miracles  to  convince  and  to  convert,  was  to  fhake 
off  the  duff,  of  their  feet,  and  to  proteft  againft  the  infideli- 
ty of  thofe,  who  refufed  to  receive  them  and  the  gofpel  they 
published.  The  apoftles  ordained  others  to  accompany  and  to 
fucceed  them  in  the  fame  office,  the  office  of  teaching  and  bap- 
tiring.  The  apoftles  could  give  no  more  power  than  they  re- 
ceived ;  and  no  argument  of  right  can  be  drawn  from  any  thing 
that  pafled,  nor  from  any  thing  .that  thefe  men  did,  for  the 
maintenance  of  their  feci:,  whilft  chriftianity  was  a  fed:.  As 
little  argument  of  right,  or  of  independency,  can  be  drawn 
from  the  impolitic  indulgence  of  civil  governments,  that  em- 
bracing the  religion  admitted  the  teachers  of  it  into  a  legal  efta- 
blifhment,  with  all  the  extraordinary  powers  they  had  enjoyed, 
whilft  they  were  leaders  and  heads  of  a  feci.  I  call  it  indul- 
gence, becaufe  the  religious  fociety  had  no  original  right  to 
any  fuch  powers ;  becaufe  the  feci:  could  not  prefcribe  in  fuch 
cafes  to  the  ftate ;  and  becaufe  they  were  not  admitted  by  any 
treaty,  but  by  the  good  will  and  fole  authority  of  the  civil  go- 
vernment. I  call  this  indulgence  impolitic,  becaufe  it  encou- 
raged ecclefiaftical  ambition,  laid  the  foundation  of  all  the 
ufurpations  of  the  church  on  the  ftate,  deftroyed  the  effect  of 
religion  by  theology,  and  made  even  chriftianity  a  grievance, 
as  will  be  fhewn  immediately. 


SECTION    xxir. 

Christianity  had  not  been  eftablifhed  many  centuries  in 
the  weft,  before  a  claim  to  univerfal  property  was  fet  on  foot 
in  favor  of  the  faithful,  that  is  of  Chriftians ;  nor  before  the 
bifhop  of  Rome  claimed  univerfal  empire,  not  only  over  the 
religious,,  but  over  all  civil  focieties.  St.  Austin  fhall  vouch 
for  what  I  advance  here  on  the  firft  head,  and  what  I  fay  on 
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the  fecond  has  public  notoriety  for  its  voucher.     The  faint  in 
a  letter  to  Macedonius  *,  takes  notice  of  a  pafiage  in  the  pro- 
verbs of  Solomon  f,  which  runs  to  this  effecT:  in  the  feptuagint 
verfion.     "  To  the  faithful  man  belongs  a  whole  world  of 
u  riches;   to  the  infidel  or  unfaithful,  not  even  a  farthing §.'" 
What  fenfe  the  paflage  may  receive,   I  inquire  not :   but  this  is 
the  comment  of  St.  Austin  upon  it.      "  We  have  a  property 
in  that  winch  we  pofTefs  of  right ;  we  pofiefs  of  right  what 
we  pofTefs  juftly ;    we  pofTefs  juftly  what  we  poflefs  well  -r 
whatever  is  ill  poflefTed  therefore  belongs  to  another ;   but  he 
pofTefTes  a  thing  ill,  who  makes  an  ill  ufe  of  it."     On  this 
admirable  foundation,  the  good  bifhop  eftablifhes  the  right  of 
fuch  faints  as  himfelf,  "  fideles  et  pii  quorum  jure  funt  omnia," 
to  the  property  of  the  whole  world.     The  right  is  in  them,  tho 
the  iniquity  of  the  unrighteous  poflefTors  be  tolerated.      "  To- 
leratur  iniquitas  male  habendum,  et  quaedam  inter  eos  jura 
conftituuntur  quae  appellantur  civilia."     This  however  he  is 
willing  to  connive  at  for  the  fake  of  prefent  expediency,  inftead 
of  infilling  on  an  immediate  cefTion  of  all  this  wealth,  or  on  an 
actual  repeal  of  all  the  laws  of  civil  government.     His  words 
are  fo  gracious  that  they  deferve  to  be  quoted.      "  Sed  tamen 
etiam  hie  non  intercedimus,  ut  fecundum  mores  legefque  ter- 
renas  non  reftituantur  aliena  &c."     I  believe  this  great  doctor 
of  the  church  appears  to  you,  as  he  does  to  me,  a  cafuift  fit: 
for  Venner  and  the  tribe  of  the  fifth  monarchy  :  and  I  can- 
not perfuade  my  felf  that  he  was  fo  inconfiftent  as  to  refufe  any 
eftates,  or  other  donations,  that  were  offered  to  the  church,  or 
to  reftore  any  that  had  been  given,  tho  it  has  been  afTerted,   I 
remember  not  on  what  authority,  that  he  did  fo. 
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§  Fidelis  hominis  totus  mundus  divitiarum  eft*  infidclis  autern  nee  obolus. 
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Thus  early,  and  thus  violently,  did  a  fpirit  of  avarice  pof- 
fefs  the  religious  fociety  :   and  we  may  eafily  conceive  what  a 
fpirit  of  ftupid  bigotry  and  implicit  refignarion  pollened  the 
laity  at  the  fame  time,  when  a  little  bifhop  of  Hippo  durft 
advance  fuch  doctrines  as  I  have  quoted  to  fuch  a  man  as  Ma- 
ce don ius.     He  might  be  encouraged  to  make  the  claim  by  the 
practice  of  the  firft  ChrifKans ;  for  among  them,  all  things  were 
in  common ;  the  rich  fold  their  pofiemons,  and  laid  the  whole 
price  at  the  feet  of  the  apoftles.      I  fay  the  whole  price,  and 
I  add,  that  it  was  ftrictly  exacted,  as  we  may  allure  ourfelves 
from  the  example  of  Ananias  and  his  wife  Saphira  *.     They 
might  have  kept  their  eftate,  or  the  whole  price  they  had  fold 
it  for.     But  when  they  brought  it,  in  imitation  of  the  zeal  of 
other  Chriftians,  to  the  apoftolical  chamber  or  treafury,  it  be- 
came a  fraud  to  keep  back  any  part  of  it.     Lefs  than  the  whole 
would  not  fatisfy  the  church  :  and  St.  Peter  accufes  them  ac- 
cordingly of  fraud,  and  of  lying  to  the  holy  ghoft ;   becaufe 
they  had  given  no  more  than  they  could  fpare,  and  had  owned 
no  more  than  they  had  given.    The  punifhment  followed  in- 
ftantly:  they  were  both  ftruck  dead.      It  appears  that  great  col- 
lections were  made,  and  every  church  had  a  common  purfe. 
By  thefe  means  they  fupported  their  poor :   and  every  man  who 
embraced  chriftianity,  being  fure  not  to  want  bread,  the  gofpel 
was  more  effectually  propagated,  and  great  numbers  of  the  low- 
eft  rank  of  people  were  brought  into  the  pale.     Another  pious 
ufe  of  ecclefiaftical  wealth  was  to  maintain  the  fathers  and  mi- 
nifters  of  the  word.     We  fee,  by  St.  Paul's  epiftles,  that  they 
were  fo  maintained  in  their  feveral  millions ;   and  this  apoftle, 
in  writing  to  the  Corinthians,  when  he  diftinguilhes  himfelf 
from  others,  and  values  himfelf  above  them  on  many  accounts, 
inlifts  particularly  on  this,  that  he  had  preached  gratis,   and 
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taken  nothing  from  them.  He  had  a  trade,  and  he  maintain- 
ed himfelf  by  it;  for  which  reafon  Erasmus  calls  him,  as  I 
remember,   "  coriarius  pontifex,"  the  leadier  drelling  pontiff. 

It  was  not  zeal  alone  that  brought  an  immenfe  wealth  to 
the  church,  even  in  the  firft  centuries.  An  opinion  that  the 
end  of  the  world  was  near,  made  the  rich  more  indifferent  to 
riches,  that  they  were  not  to  enjoy  long,  or  that  were  not  to 
remain  long  in  their  families.  This  opinion  the  clergy  pro- 
moted :  and  the  laity  was  fo  filly  as  not  to  fee,  that  if  it  was 
not  worth  their  while  to  keep  their  eftates,  it  was  not  worth  the 
while  of  churchmen  to  be  fo  folicitous  to  acquire  them.  The 
end  of  the  world  feemed  to  be  fixed  at  the  diftance  of  about 
two  hundred  years,  in  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  century,  ac- 
cording to  Lactantius  *,  who  wrote  at  that  time:  and  yet 
this  motive  had  fuch  effect,  in  conjunction  with  a  multitude 
of  other  artifices  employed  by  the  religious  fociety  to  the  fame 
purpofe,  that  in  this  very  century  a  law  to  reftrain  ecclefiaftics 
from  obtaining  donations  and  wills  in  their  favor  was  become 
neceflary.  Not  only  Valentinian  and  Gratian,  but  even 
Theodosius,  made  edicts  for  this  purpofe:  and  the  practice 
of  inveigling  weak  people,  devout  women  particularly,  to  de- 
fraud their  right  heirs,  and  to  give  their  eftates  to  the  church, 
was  fo  public,  fo  frequent,  and  fo  infamous,  that  the  church, 
who  had  permiflion  to  hold  thefe  eftates,  thought  it  prudent  to 
fubmit  to  fome  appearance  of  reftraint  in  acquiring  them.  I 
fay  appearance  of  reftraint,  becaufe  we  may  conclude  that 
means  were  found  of  evading  this  very  reftraint,  from  the  ex- 
perience of  our  own  age  ;  and  becaufe  it  is  fair  to  conclude  that 
none  were  neglected  of  heaping  up  wealth  in  thofe  ages,  when 
bifhops  themfelves  were  the  greateft  ufurers.     This  wealth  was 

*  Omnis  expe&atio  non  amplius  quam  ducentorum  videtur  annorum.     Inflit.  1. 
7.C  25. 

fuch 


424         ESSA'Y.THE     FOURTH. 

fuch  that  it  proved  a  principal  caufe  of  the  perfecutions  of  the 
church,  as  father  Paul  obferves  *,  from  the  reign  of  Commo- 
dus  :  and  we  know  that  Decius,  who  was  a  great  and  a  good 
prince,  as  princes  went  in  thofe  days,  and  as  they  go  in  ours, 
attempted  nothing  more  at  firft,  than  many  chriftian  princes 
have  executed.  He  attempted  to  feize  the  treafure  of  the 
church  at  Rome.  Lawrence,  a  deacon  of  that  church,  broke 
his  meafures.  He  put  Lawrence  to  death,  and  the  feventh 
perfecution  began  on  that  occaiion ;  for  which  his  memory  has 
been  perfecuted  by  chriftian  writers;  as  that  of  Charles 
Mart  el  has  been  by  the  monks,  who  fent  him  to  hell  for  tak- 
ing fome  of  the  wealth  of  the  church,  to  defend  both  the  church 
and  the  ftate  againft  the  Saracens. 

Abundance  of  matter  offers  itfelf  to  us  on  this  head.  But 
the  immenfe  wealth  of  the  clergy,  their  infatiable  thirft  after  it, 
the  ufurpations  and  other  fcandalous  methods  by  which  they 
acquired  it,  and  the  no  lefs  fcandalous  ufe  they  made  of  it,  are 
now  fo  well  known,  that  it  would  be  lofs  of  time  to  enter  into 
any  great  detail  on  the  fubjecl:.  A  general  obfervation  or  two 
will  be  fufficient  for  our  purpofe.  Bifhops  found  pretences 
and  means  of  taking  to  their  own  ufe  the  revenues  that  had  been 
appropriated  to  the  poor,  the  churches,  and  the  inferior  cler- 
gy, as  well  as  to  them ;  and  left  the  charge  of  maintaining  all 
thefe  on  the  laity,  who  had  provided  for  them  once  already. 
The  laity  were  fo  fimple  as  to  take  the  charge  upon  them,  in- 
ftead  of  obliging  thefe  lords  of  the  religious  fociety  to  keep  to 
the  original  appropriation.  Hence  arofe  the  divine  right  of 
tithes,  and  a  multitude  of  other  exactions.  But  if  the  laity 
thought  that  their  pockets  were  to  be  picked  no  more,  they 
were  foon  undeceived.  The  fecular  clergy,  living  no  longer 
in  communities,  gave  more  public  fcandal,  and  became  lefs 

*  Hift.  ofBenef. 

fit 


ESSAY     THE     FOURTH. 


+25 


fit  to  excite  the  charity  of  the  faithful.  A  new  clergy,  therefore, 
arofc :  and  monks  and  monafteries  began  about  the  year  five  hun- 
dred. The  former  were  not  all  priefts,  indeed,  at  firft.  But  the 
latter  were  retreats  of  men  who  obliged  themfelves  to  live  in  thefe 
convents,  that  I  may  fpeak  with  exact  propriety,  a  cenobitic  life, 
under  the  conduct  of  the  priefts,  and  in  all  the  fuppofed  regu- 
larity and  aufterity  of  the  firft  Chriftians.  Thefe  profeflions  and 
engagements  ftruck  the  imaginations,  and  rowfed  the  zeal  of  the 
faithful ;  and  convents  were  endowed  with  as  much  profufion  as 
if  nothing  had  been  yet  done  for  the  church.  Thefe  orders  de- 
generated apace ;  and  as  faft  as  they  did  fo  new  ofders  were 
founded,  and  endowed,  under  the  fame  pretence.  Nothing 
Was  taken  from  thofe  who  had  forfeited  the  conditions  of  the 
grants  made  to  them,  and  much  was  given  to  thofe  who  took 
new  engagements,  and  kept  them  as  ill.  Thus  ecclefiaftical 
policy  contrived  to  inrich  the  church,  even  by  the  corruption 
of  the  clergy,  and  to  carry  thefe  abufes  forward,  in  an  uniform 
gradation,  and  with  an  equal  pace. 

The  claim  St.  Austin  made  to  the  riches  of  the  whole 
world,  as  belonging  of  right  to  the  elect,  had  not  been  made, 
I  fuppofe,  before  his  time  ;  tho  Irenaeus  had  juftified  the 
robbery  of  the  Egyptians  by  the  Ifraelites,  on  principles  much 
the  fame.  This  claim  too  was  neither  publicly  afierted  by  him- 
felf,  nor  by  his  cotemporaries,  nor  by  his  fucceflbrs,  nor  at  any 
time  by  the  church  in  form ;  the  reafon  of  which  was,  no 
doubt,  that  they  faw  how  needlefs  and  imprudent  it  would  be 
to  give  fuch  an  alarm  to  all  mankind,  when  they  might  go  on 
to  plunder  particular  countries  and  families  without  refiftance, 
tho  fometimes  againft  law,  and  always  with  very  great  effect. 
This  the  religious  fociety  did,  before  it  had  any  pretence  of  al- 
liance with  the  civil,  or  any  eftablifhment  in  the  roman  empire : 
and  it  is  aftonifhing  to  confider,  tho  we  meet  with  the  exam- 
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pies  and  proofs  almoft  in  every  page  of  hiftory  ecclefiaftical  and 
civil,  how  an  order  of  men,  inftituted  to  teach  a  religion  of  fo 
much  purity,  fanctity,  and  detachment  from  all  worldly  inte- 
refts,  could  convert  this  very  inftitution  into  a  fordid  trade, 
and  make  other  men  believe  that  the  beft  of  good  works  was  to 
inrich  this  order,  and  the  greateft  of  fins  to  take  any  thing 
from  it.  This  continued  to  be  the  cafe,  however,  near  fifteen 
centuries,  without  any  confiderable  interruption.  During  fo 
long  a  courfe  of  time,  the  principles  of  the  gofpel  were  fo  for- 
gotten, and  fo  perverted,  that  falvation  was  a  merchandife 
bought  and  fold  in  every  ecclefiaftical  mop,  in  that  of  Rome 
above  all.  This  fhop  had  fo  much  cuftom,  that  a  pope  of  the 
fourteenth  century,  John  the  twenty  fecond,  the  inventor  of 
annates  and  many  other  exactions,  left  behind  him,  by  Vil- 
lani's  account,  which  father  Paul  quotes  in  his  hiftory  of 
benefices,  eighteen  millions  in  fpecie,  and  feven  millions  in 
plate  and  ingots.  An  immenfe  fum  in  any  age,  efpecially  in 
that  when  the  Weft  Indies  had  not  been  yet  difcovered. 

The  abufe  grew  to  be  moft  exorbitant  in  the  moft  devout  ages 
of  the  church,  that  is,  in  the  ages  of  greateft  ignorance  and  fu- 
perftition ;  for  then  the  clergy  had  permaded  men,  and  the  more 
corrupt  they  were,  the  more  eafily  they  were  perfuaded,  that 
all  forts  of  crimes  might  be  committed  fafely  by  thofe  who 
fubmitted  to  the  flight  penances  and  pecuniary  mulcts  which 
the  church  impofed,  either  arbitrarily,  or  according  to  a  book 
of  rates.  When,  I  fay,  that  crimes  might  be  committed  fafe- 
ly on  thefe  terms,  I  mean  iafely  from  divine  vengeance ;  for 
the  man  whom  the  church  pretended  to  fcreen  from  this  would 
have  been  condemned  at  any  human  tribunal,  and  was  fo,  I 
doubt  not,  often  to  the  gallows  or  the  rack.  Thus  the  great 
fanction  of  revealed  religion  was  taken  away  by  artificial  theo- 
logy and  ecclefiaftical  fraud  i  and  a  great  part  of  the  objec- 
tions 
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tions  that  infidels  urge  againft  it  receive  a  color  from  the  doc- 
trine and  practice  of  that  religious  fociety,  whofe  independen- 
cy and  divine  inftitution  are  pleaded  for  fo  ftrenuoufly. 

The  religious  fociety  was  fo  far  from  being  by  any  right  in- 
dependent on  the  civil,  or  from  treating  with  it  in  form,  and 
being  incorporated  with  it  on  fpecific  terms  of  alliance,  when 
chriftianity  became  in  a  fortunate  conjuncture  the  eftablifhed 
religion  of  the  empire,  that  this  fociety  grew  into  power,  and 
into  riches,  as  it  has  been  faid  already,  by  degrees,  by  indul- 
gence and  conceflions  on  one  hand,  by  art  and  management 
on  the  other.  Claims  precede  acquisitions  in  the  natural  and 
ordinary  courfe  of  things.  But  in  this  cafe  acquisitions  pre- 
ceded claims.  The  church,  indeed,  made  a  claim  to  power, 
when  fhe  was  firft  eftablifhed ;  but  it  was  to  fpiritual  power. 
Nothing  elfe  was  avowed ;  nothing  elfe  was  fufpected.  The 
civil  fociety  did  not  fee  that  fpiritual  power  was  power  over 
opinion,  and  that  this  was  power  over  confeience,  or  feeing  it 
did  not  enough  confider  how  this  power  might  extend  and  in- 
creafe,  how  it  might  rival  and  fubdue  their  own.  But  as  foon 
as  the  church  had  drawn  a  great  part  of  the  affairs  of  civil  go- 
vernment into  her  own  tribunal,  under  the  notion  of  fpirituals, 
or  of  things  appertaining  to  fpirituals ;  as  foon  as  fhe  had  acquir- 
ed a  prefcriptive  right  of  imploying  the  civil  power  in  fpiritual 
quarrels,  and  the  fpiritual  power  in  civil,  fhe  claimed  a  fove- 
reign  and  univerfal  authority,  feized  the  two  fwords  into  her 
hands,  and  fharpened  the  edge  of  both. 


SECTION     XXIII. 


The  good  effe&s  of  maintaining,  and  the  bad  effects  of  neg- 
lecting, religion,  had  been  extremely  vifible,  in  the  whole  courfe 

I  i  i  2  of 
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of  the  roman  government.  Numa,  the  fecond  founder  of 
Rome,  contributed  more  to  the  profperity  and  grandeur  of 
that  empire,  than  the  firft  founder  of  it,  Romulus,  and  all 
the  warrior  kings  who  fucceeded  him;  for  Numa  cftablifh- 
cd  a  religion,  directed  it,  as  others,  both  kings  and  confuls,  did 
after  his  example,  to  the  fupport  of  civil  government,  and 
made  it  the  principle  of  all  the  glorious  expectations  that  were 
railed  in  the  minds  of  that  people.  This  religion  was  very  ab- 
furd,  and  yet  by  keeping  up  an  awe  of  fuperior  powers,  and 
the  belief  of  a  providence  that  ordered  the  courfe  of  events,  it 
produced  all  the  marvellous  effects,  which  Machiavel,  and 
writers  more  able  to  judge  of  them  and  of  their  caufes  than 
he  was,  Polybius,  Cicero,  Plutarch,  and  others  afcribe  to 
it.  The  inward  peace  of  that  government  was  often  broke 
by  feditions  :  Rome  was  in  diftrefs  at  home  whilft  fhe  triumph- 
ed abroad,  and  at  laft  the  diffolution  of  the  commonwealth  fol- 
lowed a  long  and  bloody  feries  of  civil  war.  But  the  neglect  of 
religion,  not  religion,  was  a  principal  caufe  of  thefe  evils.  Re- 
ligion decayed :  and  the  ftate  decayed  with  her.  She  might 
have  preferved  it;  but  even  in  her  decay,  fhe  gave  it  no 
wounds,  nor  feftered  like  a  poifon  in  any. 

This  example,  many  others,  and  the  reafon  of  things  were 
fufficicnt  to  make  fuch  a  man  as  Constantink  fee  the  necef- 
fity  of  reviving  and  reforming  the  antient  religion  of  Rome^ 
or  of  eftabliming  a  new  one ;  in  fhort,  of  taking  in  the  af- 
fiftance  of  fomc  religion  or  other,  to  purfue  more  effectually  the 
great  defigns  of  his  ambition.  His  rivals  in  the  empire  were 
Pagans .:  and  paganifm  did  more  than  begin  to  be  no  longer  a 
proper  band  of  fociety.  The  fuperftitious  opinions  and  prac- 
tices of  it  were  as  much  in  vogue  in  his  time,  as  they  had 
been  in  the  beft  ages  of  Rome,  but  they  were  not  directed,  as 
they  had  been  in  thofe  ages,  to  the  fupport  of  civil  government. 

The 
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The  virtue  of  old  Rome,  and  the  fpiritof  her  religion,  fain' 
when  her  liberty  expired:  and  they  were  wholly  CXtinguifl 
in  the  time  of  Cons  tan  m  ,  by  a  long  courfc  of  tyrannical 
dominion  (el dom  interrupted,  by  the  venality  of  the  fenate  now 
and  long  before  inured  to  flavery,  by  the  ferocity  of  the  ar- 
mies, by  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  provinces,  and  by  that  inde- 
pendency on  the  authority,  as  well  as  difregard  to  the  majcfly, 
of  the  empire  which  prevailed  in  both. 

On  the  other  hand,  chriftianity,  born,  if  I  may  fay  fo,  in  a 
defert,  and  educated  in  a  little  province  of  the  empire,  h.id 
fpread  thro  the  whole  in  the  courfe  of  three  eenturi  I  he 

progrefs  of  it  was  not  fo  immenfe,  perhaps,  a  I  tullian  re- 
presents it  in  his  hyperbolical  ftyle.  But  it  was  great,  and  Chi  i- 
ftians  under  one  denomination  or  another  were  numerous  in 
every  part  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft.  Paganifm  was  worn  out  in 
one  fenfe,  in  theory,  if  not  in  practice ;  the  impofturcs  of  it 
were  detected  ;  the  abfurd  doctrines  and  rites  were  expofed  to 
ridicule.  J  he  priefts  could  not  defend  it,  and  the philofophen* 
explained  it  away.  It  lay  expofed  like  an  unfortified  country, 
and,  as  the  empire  did  foon  afterwards,  to  every  incurfion. 
Chriftianity  was  frefh  and  vigorous.  The  apparent  fanctity  of 
thofe  who  profcflcd  this  religion,  the  courage  of  thofc  who 
died  for  it,  and  the  zeal  of  thole  philofophers  and  rhetors  who 
were  converted  to  it  and  writ  for  it,  were  more  than  fufficient 
to  defeat  the  calumny  rafted  againft  it.  They  were  more  than 
fufficient,  I  mean,  to  defeat  it  among  all  fuch  as  finding  it  to 
be  calumny  in  fome  inftances,  looked  no  farther,  but  deem 
it  to  be  the  fame  in  all.  Among  others,  and  in  general,  the 
very  name  of  Chriftian  continued  to  be  odious  long.  A  fpirit  of 
cnthufiafm  prompted  many  on  one  fide  to  revile  and  difturb 
the  rites  of  an  eflablifhed  religion,  to  provoke  the  heathen,  to 
rejoice  in  fufferings,    and  to  court  martyrdom.     A  fpirit  of 

party, 
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party,  inflamed  by  refentment,  tranfported  the  other  fide  to 
exercife  the  greateft  cruelties,  by  hidden  popular  emotions,  as 
well  as  by  regular  authorifed  perfecutions.  But  as  foon  as 
the  chriftian  faith  and  worfhip,  by  being  tolerated  firft,  and 
legally  eftablifhed  foon  afterwards,  became  better  known,  the 
grofleft  calumnies,  that  had  been  propagated  againft  them,  be- 
gan to  die  away  even  among  the  vulgar.  Thele  calumnies  had 
been  fuch  as  could  not  bear  examination ;  more  grofs,  if  that 
be  poflible,  than  any  of  thofe  which  Chriftians  have  propagat- 
ed againft  the  heathens,  the  Jews,  the  Mahometans,  or  even 
againft  one  another  in  their  feveral  feels.  One  may  eafily  con- 
ceive, that  the  detection  of  thefe  turned  to  the  advantage  of 
chriftianity,  and  that  patience  under  this  kind  of  perfecution, 
as  well  as  fortitude  and  perfeverance  under  another,  did  honor 
to  the  profeflbrs  of  this  religion,  and  prepared  the  way  to  the 
eftablifhment  of  it. 

There  is  another  circumftance  of  the  fame  tendency,  which 
deferves  to  be  mentioned.  Whilft  the  Chriftians  were  confound- 
ed with  the  Jews,  or  pafled  for  a  feet  of  that  religion,  they 
fhared  the  hatred  and  contempt  which  that  nation  had  con- 
tracted. But  they  diftinguifhed  themfelves  foon,  in  a  manner 
that  took  off  all  prejudice  of  this  kind  from  them,  and  Ihewed 
the  wifdom  and  policy  of  St.  Paul's  conduct  in  declaring 
himfelf  the  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  to  whom  the  kingdom  of 
Christ  was  opened,  and  who  were  heirs  of  the  promifes  as 
well  as  the  Jews.  On  this  popular  principle  chriftianity  was 
propagated:  and  one  of  the  firft  edicts,  that  Const antine 
publifhed,  in  favor  of  chriftianity,  was  a  very  fevere  one  againft 
Jews,  who  fhould  infult  Chriftians,  and  Chriftians  who  fhould 
turn  to  judaifm.  The  Jews  were  no  longer  a  chofen  peo- 
ple :  their  nation  was  rejected ;  and  all  the  nations  of  the  earth 
were  invited  to  partake  of  the  fame  privileges,  the  fame  graces, 

and 
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and  the  fame  falvation.  Thus  the  chriftian  religion  was  made 
the  religion  of  mankind,  by  the  firft  principles  of  it,  even 
whilft  it  was  a  feet:  and  therefore  Constantine  might  think 
very  reafonably,  that  to  embrace  and  eftablifli  it  would  be  an 
effectual  means  of  uniting  mankind  under  his  government. 
He  might  think  this  eftabliiriment  the  more  eafy  to  be  made 
by  his  authority,  becaufe  the  myfteries  of  chriftianity  were 
more  fublime  and  more  refined,  and  therefore  more  proper  ob- 
jects of  veneration,  than  thofe  of  paganifm;  tho  many  of 
them  had  been  borrowed  from  it,  and  becaufe  the  external 
worfhip  of  the  new  religion  might  be  rendered,  if  that  mould 
be  thought  neceflary,  as  pompous,  and  as  fit  to  draw  the  at- 
tention of  the  people,  as  that  of  the  old,  by  adopting  fome 
of  the  ceremonies  and  ufages  of  the  old ;  which  adoption  the 
chriftian  church  had  already  begun  to  put  in  practice. 

All  this  was  done:  and  no  man,  who  confiders  what  in- 
fluence not  princes  only,  but  private  men  raifed  to  the  head  of 
parties,  have  had  in  the  change  of  religions,  will  think  it  was 
hard  for  Constantine  to  do  it  when  he  had  perfuaded  his 
troops,  that  they  beat  Maxentius  under  the  enfign  of  the 
crofs,  and  when  he  difputed  the  empire  with  Licinius,  the 
declared  enemy  of  the  crofs  afterwards.  Chriftianity  became 
the  eftablifhed  religion  of  the  empire,  and  heathenifm,  in  it's 
turn,  a  perfecuted  feet,  banifhed  from  the  cities  by  Constan- 
tine and  his  fucceflbrs,  and  forced  to  hide  it's  head  in  vil- 
lages and  hamlets.  Whilft  gentilifm,  or  the  religion  of  nati- 
ons, was  the  eftablifhed  religion,  chriftianity  maintained  itfelf 
in  moft  of  the  cities  of  the  empire.  But  as  foon  as  this  religi* 
on  had  taken  pofleilion  of  the  court  and  the  cities,  the  other 
became  fo  generally  that  of  peafants  only,  that  the  appellation; 
of  paganifm  did,  probably  enough,  take  it's  rife  from  thence. 

This 
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This  great  revolution  was  effected  in  part  by  the  circum- 
ftances  I  have  mentioned,  and  by  others  that  favored  the  growth 
of  chriftianity.  The  imperial  authority  did  the  reft,  but  did 
it  ill,  fo  ill,  that  the  chief  of  thofe  political  views,  which 
Constantine  had  in  making  this  eftablifhment,  were  defeat- 
ed by  it ;  and  the  admiflion  of  a  religious  fociety  into  the  ftate, 
in  the  manner  in  which  he  admitted  it,  was  the  caufe  of  all 
the  ecclefiaftical  and  theological  evils  that  have  followed  from 
his  time  to  ours,  and  that  are  fo  falfely  imputed  to  religion  it- 
felf.  We  may  be  afliired,  that  the  fociety  co-operated  with 
the  court  to  bring  about  a  revolution  fo  much  to  their  advan- 
tage, and  thought  themfelves  happy  enough  to  be  dependent, 
not  independent,  on  the  emperor ;  his  inftruments,  not  his  allies ; 
whatever  appearances  he  might  give  or  fuffer  them  to  affume 
in  thofe  folemn  ecclefiaftical  farces,  wherein  he  condefcended 
to  a6t,  in  fome  refpecls,  a  fecond  part.  This  fuppofition  is 
eafily  reconciled  to  hiftory :  and  if  it  was  lefs  fo,  hiftory  would 
be  only  the  more  inconfiftent.  We  mould  never  perfuade  our- 
felves  that  fuch  a  man,  as  it  reprefents  Constantine  to  have 
been,  was  a  bigot,  as  much  as  Helena,  or  reverenced  priefts 
as  much  as  fhe  did  relics.  He  was  not  a  bigot,  tho  the  church 
has  made  him  a  faint ;  nor  a  bubble  of  ecclefiaftical  policy,  tho 
it  feems  to  me  that  he  was  fo  of  his  own.  But  whilft  he  re- 
called to  his  mind,  as  he  did  moft  probably,  the  great  fervice 
religion  was  of  to  antient  Rome,  he  feemed  to  forget  that, 
when  that  religion  florifhed,  and  was  of  fo  much  fervice  to  the 
ftate,  it  was  under  the  immediate  infpedtion  of  the  ftate. 
There  was  no  council,  but  the  fenate,  to  define  dodtrines,  nor 
to  regulate  difcipline :  and  men  were  at  the  head  of  religious, 
becaufe  they  were  at  the  head  of  civil  adminiftration,  inftead 
of  being  at  the  head  of  the  latter,  becaufe  they  were  at  the 
head  of  the  former. 

We 
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We  cannot  doubt,  that  the  political  views  of  Const  antine, 
in  the  cftablifhment  of  chriftianity,  were  to  attach  the  fubjccls 
of  the  empire  more  firmly  to  himfclf  and  his  fucccfibrs,    and 
the  feveral  nations  that  compofed  it,    to  one  another,    by  the 
bonds  of  a  religion  common  to  all  of  them  ;  to  foften  the  fero- 
city of  the  armies ;   to  reform  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  provinces, 
and  by  infufing  a  fpirit  of  moderation  and  fubmiflion  to  go- 
vernment,  to  extinguifh  thole  principles  of  avarice  and  ambi- 
tion, of  injuftice  and  violence,   by  which  fo  many  factions  were 
formed,  and  the  peace  of  the  empire  was  fo  often  and  fo  fatal- 
ly broken.      Now  no  religion  was  ever  fo  well  proportioned, 
nor  fo  well  directed,  as  that  of  chriftianity  feemed  to  be  to  all 
thefe  purpofes.     It  had,  indeed,  no  tendency  to  infpire  that  love 
of  the  country,   nor  that  zeal  for  the  glory  and  grandeur  of  it, 
which  glowed  in  the  breaft   of  every  roman  citizen  almoft, 
whilft  the  commonwealth  was  in  fplendor.      But  it  recommend- 
ed, what  Constantine  liked  better,    benevolence,  patience, 
humility,    and  all   the  fofter  virtues,    fubjection  to  the  civil 
powers  as  to  the  ordinances  of  God,  and  paflive  obedience  and 
non-refiftance.      Thefe  it  recommended:    and  thefe  it  is   (aid 
the  Chriftians  had  practiced,    not  only  whilft  they    lay  under 
the  ordinary  hardfhips  impofed  upon  them,  but  under  the  ex- 
traordinary feverity  of  ten  perfecutions,     wherein  ecclefiaftical 
writers  boaft,  how  truly  may  be  doubted,    that  thirty  bifhops 
of  the  church  of  Rome  alone  were  martyrifed  *. 

Such 

*  Ecclesiastical,  like  all  other  party  writers,  defcrve  little  credit  when  they 
relate  facts,  or  draw  characters,  which  may  feem  to  reflect  honor  on  thofe  of  their 
own  fide,  and  to  render  their  adverfaries  odious.  That  Chriftians  were  fometimes 
perfecuted,  is  a  point  out  of  difpute.  But  whether  thefe  perfecutions  were  lb  fre- 
quent, fo  fevere,  and  fo  unprovoked,  as  they  ftand  reprefented,  is  a  point  very  dis- 
putable. If  fome  of  the  emperors,  and  thofe  not  of  the  worft,  ufed  the  Chriftians 
ill ;  others,  and  thofe  not  of  the  belt,  fliewed  them  favor.     Oricen,  who  was  the 
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Such  doctrines  and  fuch  examples  might  well  encourage 
Constantine  to  think,  that  nothing  could  contribute  more, 
than  the  eftablimment  of  chriftianity  in  the  empire,     to  the 

fon  of  a  martyr,    and  who  afpired  to  be  fuch  himfelf,  afferts  %  I  think,    that  they, 
who  fuffered  for  their  religion,  were  few.     The  authority  is  good,    and  the  matter 
of  fact  probable.     Whoever  confiders  the  temper  and  charadter  of  feds,    of  religi- 
ous feels  efpecially,  and  of  the  primitive  Chriltians  among  others,  will  think  it  pro- 
bable,   that  whenever  they  were  punifhed  by  the  heathen  magiftrates,    they  were 
ready  to  impute  their  punifhment  to  their  chriftianity,  and  to  complain  of  perfec- 
tion.    Their  clergy  were,  under  pretence  of  religion,  a  very  lawleis  tribe,  and  paid 
little  regard,  on  many  occafions,  to  the  government  whofe  fubjecls  they  were.    They 
ufurped  the  part  of  civil  judges,  they  aflumed  the  power  of  making  wills,  they  took 
pofleffion  by  fraud,  or  violence,  of  the  eftates  of  others ;  and  not  content  to  break 
the  laws  in  fuch  inftances  as  thefe,  which  may  be  called  private,    they  broke  them 
in  the  moft  public  manner,  and  inftigated  others  to  break  them  by  popular  infur- 
rections  againft   the  legal  authority  of  magiftrates,    and  by  tumults,  and  riots,  in 
which  they  infulted  not  only  the  eftablifhed  religion  of  the  empire,    but  even  their 
own  religion,  as  it  was  practifed  by  thofe  who  differed  from  them  in  any  points  of 
doctrine  or  difcipline.     Zeal,    worked  up  to  enthufiafm,    pufhed  them   to  thefe 
exceffes,  and  we  may  well  believe,  that  they  who  were  punifhed  for  them  were  de- 
corated with  the  title  of  martyrs,    and  made  the  heroes  of  pious  romances  by  the 
zeal  of  others.     The  lift  of  martyrs  confifted,    I  believe,  of  thofe  who  fuffered  for 
breaking  the  peace,  and  for  infulting  one  religion,  as  much  as  of  thofe  who  fuffered 
for  profefling  quietly  another,  nay  more :  and  thus  it  might  be  immeafurably  length- 
ened.    Thus  too  the  affertion  of  Origen  may  be  reconciled  eafily  to  the  opinion, 
that  there  was  an  innumerable  army  of  martyrs  in  the  primitive  church.     We  find 
paffages  in  the  letters  of  Julian,  which  confirm  very  much  what  is  here  fuppofed. 
in  that  which  he  writes  to  the  Alexandrians,  it  appears,  that  he  did  not  banifh 
Athanasius  becaufe  he  was  a  bifhop,  but  on  account  of  his  intriguing  fpirit,    and 
the  difturbances  he  raifed.     Julian  gives  the  Chriftians  leave  to  choofe  any  other 
bifhop,  who  might  inftruct  them  as  well  as  Athanasius  ;    and  adds,    that  if  they 
defired  to  have  him  at  Alexandria  for  any  other  reafon,  that  was  the  reafon  for 
which  he  was  banifhed.     This  emperor,  on  whofe  teftimony,  tho  he  was  an  apoftate, 
a  reafonable  man,  who  confidered  the  characters  of  both,    would  rely  much  fooner, 
than  he  would  rely  on  that  of  fuch  a  turbulent,  intriguing,  foul-mouthed  prieft  as 
Cyril:  this  emperor,  I  fay,  complains  loudly  of  the  chriftian  flocks  for  perfecuting 
one  another,    and  for  infulting  the  eftablifhed  church,   at  the  inftigation  of  their 
paftors.  When  he  promifes,  therefore,  to  force  none  to  worfhip  at  his  altars,  and  com- 
mands the  heathens  not  to  injure  nor  affront  any  of  them,   he  commands  them  like- 
wife  to  live  in  peace  with  the  heathens  and  with  one  another,   and  threatens  to  pu- 
nifh  them,    not  for  their  religion,    but  for  fedition,    and  the  violation  of  the  civil 
laws. 

»  Lib.  3.  contra  Cell*. 
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eftablifliment  of  hereditary  imperial  cligoity  in  his  family,  and 
to  nniverfal  peace  and  tranquillity.  He  was  confirmed  in  this 
expectation,  no  doubt,  by  the  profeilions  and  adulations  of 
Sylvester,  and  of  the  whole  tribe  of  ecclefiaftics ;  whether 
the  tale  of  his  converfion  by  this  pope  has  any  more  truth  in 
it,  than  that  of  his  famous  grant  to  the  church  of  Rome,  or  not. 
But  in  order  to  difcern  the  better  how  thefe  profeilions  were 
kept,  and  what  the  effects  have  been  of  this  ecclefiaftical  efta- 
blifliment, we  muft  defcend  into  fome  few  particulars,  at  leaff , 
concerning  it,  from  Constantine  to  Charles  the  great,  and 
from  Charles  the  great  down  to  our  own  age.  The  ufurpa- 
tions  of  the  religious  on  the  civil  fbciety,  the  abufe  of  theolo- 
gy, and  the  abominable  confequences  of  this  abufe,  were  in 
part  alike,  and  in  part  different,  and  differently  carried  on  with 
regard  to  power  efpecially,  in  thefe  two  periods,  which  for  that 
reafon  it  is  good  to  diftinguifh. 


SECTION     XXIV. 

These  usurpations  might  have  been  wholly  prevented:  and 
altho  the  abufe  of  theology,  which  was  grown  up  to  a  great 
height,  could  not  be  fo,  yet  might  the  growth  of  it  have  been 
checked,  and  the  tragical  effects  of  it  have  been  prevented,  if 
Constantine  had  reduced,  and  his  fucceffors  had  kept  the 
clergy  within  proper  bounds,  inftead  of  giving  filch  a  loofe  to 
avarice  and  ambition,  to  enthufiafm  and  contentious  fubtilty, 
as  made  them  the  plagues  and  fcourges  of  the  world.  The 
emperors  were  fovereign  pontiffs.  As  fuch,  either  with  this 
title,  or  without  it,  they  mould  have  kept  the  whole  power 
over  ecclefiaftical  as  well  as  civil  affairs  in  their  own  hands, 
and  have  applied  the  former  to  preferve  order  and  difciplinc, 
to  prevent  abufe  and  corruption  in  the  chriftian,  as  it  had  been 
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their  prerogative  and  their  duty  to  apply  it  in  the  heathen 
church.  This  was  natural;  this  was  reafonble.  But  nothing 
could  be  more  unnatural,  nor  more  unreafonable,  than  to  di- 
vert themfelves  of  any  part  of  the  imperial  power,  in  favor  of 
this  order. 

It  feems  too,  that  there  could   be  no   need    of  doing  fb. 
That  the  bifhops  gave  the  emperors  leave  to  retain  the  title  of 
fovereign  pontiffs,  is  one  of  thofe  idle  tales  which  Baronius  in- 
vented.    But  that  no  objection  appears  to  have  been  made  to 
it  by  the  Chriftians,  is  true ;   and  if  there  was  no  objection  made 
for  holding  a  pagan  pontificate,  there  would  have  been  certain- 
ly none  for  affuming  that  office  in  the  chriftian  church.     I  will 
not  fay,    that  the   emperors  might  have  performed  pontifical 
functions ;  tho  I  fee  no  abfurdity  in  the  proposition,    nor  am 
able  to  conceive  why  they  fhould  not  have  exa&ed  to  be  ordain- 
ed priefts  and  primates  of  the  whole  chriftian  church  from  the 
firft,  if  that  form  had  been  thought  neceflary,  as  they  have  fub- 
mitted  to  be  crowned  emperors,  fince  that  time,  by  the  bifhops. 
But  this  I  will  fay,  and  no  divine  of  our  church  will  dare  to 
contradict  me,  that  they  might  have  made  themfelves  heads  of 
the  church,  defenders  of  the  faith,  and,  next  under  God  and  his 
fon  Christ  Jesus,  fupreme  moderators  and  governors  in  all 
matters  ecclefiaftical  and  civil,     without  being  priefts.     From 
whence  fhould  any  oppofition  to  Constantine  or  his  fuccef- 
fors  have  arifen,  if  he  or  they  had  thought  fit  to  execute  the 
functions  of  chriftian  pontiffs,  when  the  ftate  of  religion  in  the 
empire  permitted  them  to  do  fo ;  fince  they  kept  the  title,  wore 
the  robe,  and  executed  fome  of  the  powers,    at  leaft,    of  fu- 
preme pontiffs  in  the  pagan  church  ?  Should  it  have  come  from 
the  bifhops  ?  But  the  bifhops  were  mean  and  generally  ignorant 
men,    exercifed  in  the  loweft  and  leaft  honorable  profeflions, 
elected  by  party  and  faction,  by  intrigue  and  violence,  and  ready 
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to  comply  with  any  mode  that  was  prevalent,  according  to  the 
character  given  of  them  nearly  about  this  time  by  St.  Gregory 
of  Nazianze.  We  may  allure  ourfelves  the  good  men  would 
have  founded  high  the  honor  which  Constant ine  did  the 
church,  and  his  zeal  for  our  holy  religion,  before  they  had  got 
the  ftrength  they  got  afterwards,  for  want  of  this  very  precau- 
tion. Then  indeed,  fuch  an  inequality  of  privileges  and  ad- 
vantages was  eftablifhcd  between  the  clergy  and  the  laity  in 
many  refpects,  and  in  this  particularly,  that  the  former  were 
deemed  capable  of  exerciftng  all  the  powers,  and  of  enjoying  all 
the  dignities  and  profits  of  civil  magiftracies,  whilft  the  latter 
were  excluded  from  all  ecclefiaftical  power,  dignity,  and  profit. 
In  a  word,  we  may  believe  that  this  ftep  would  have  been  po- 
pular among  the  whole  body  of  Chriftians,  when  their  religion 
was  firft  eftablifhed.  Nothing  would  have  appeared  more  juft 
than  that  an  emperor,  by  whofe  favor  alone  they  became 
members  of  an  eftablifhed  church,  from  being  members  of 
a  feet,  feldom  tolerated,  often  perfecuted,  and  always  afflict- 
ed, mould  fuffer  no  diminution  of  his  imperial  prerogative  in 
this  great  change. 

Constantine  neglected  to  take  this  advantage,  in  the  extent 
in  which  he  might  have  afferted  his  right  to  it.    He  took,  indeed,, 
fbme  airs  of  fupremacy  on  certain  occafions,  and  fo  did  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs.     They  prefided  in  the  fynods  they  convened,  they  con- 
trouled  the  proceedings  of  thefe  affemblies,  and  they  confirmed 
their  decrees  in  matters  of  do&rine  as  well  as  difcipline;   for 
without  this  confirmation  thefe  decrees  would  have  had  little 
effect.     By  thefe  means  the  emperors  fecured  their  prerogative, 
on  which  ecclefiaftical  fynods  would  not  have  failed  to  incroach 
more  than  they  did,  or  at  leaft  fafter,  in  cafes  of  appeals,  of 
exemptions  from  fecular  jurifdiction,  or  from  the  common  bur- 
den of  taxes,  and  in  many  other  cafes.     But  the  fuccenors  of 
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Constantine  laying  afide  even  the  title  of  fovereign  pontiffs 
in  little  more  than  half  a  century,  if  Gratian  did  lay  it  afi.de, 
and  neither  Constantine  nor  they  having  preferved  a  ftea- 
dy  exercife   of  the  pontifical   power  over  ecclefiaftical  affairs 
and  ecclefiaftical  perfons  in  the  chriftian  church,  the  exercife  of 
it  devolved  of  courfe  on  the  bifhops.     A  conftant  exercife  gave 
the  pretence,  and  fettled  the  opinion  of  a  fole  right  in  them,  who 
could  have  none  independently  on  the  emperors,  even  in  ordi- 
nary cafes,  to  many  extraordinary  powers,  whilft  an  occafional 
exercife  of  powers  that  belonged  of  right  to  thefe  princes  came 
to  be  looked  upon  in  them  as  ufurpation  and  facrilege.     Their 
chaplains  became  their  mafters  :   and  one  of  thefe  pretends  to  be 
fo  even  at  this  time.     How  Constantine  was  the  bubble  of  his 
own  policy,  as  I  have  prefumed  to  fay  that  he  was,  as  many 
great  men  have  been,  and  as  Charlemagne  was  in  much  the 
fame  refpecf.  four  hundred  years  after  him,   may  be  fhewn,   I 
think,  on  good  grounds  of  probability,  without  fuppofing  him 
to  have  been  mifled  by  a  bigot  refpect.  for  the  church,  which 
many  of  thofe  who  fucceeded  him  were.     It  may  be  fhewn,  I 
think,   even  by  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,   for  this,   like  other  hifto- 
ries,  fhews  very  often  more  than  it  owns,  even  what  it  denies ; 
and  the  fagacity  of  the  reader  gives  him  often  a  right  of  faying 
to  the  hiftorian  "  ex  ore  tuo  condemnaberis." 

Thus  it  feems  to  me,  that  the  great  and  fundamental  error 
from  whence  fo  many  others  proceeded,  and  which  Constan- 
tine committed  in  the  eftablifhment  of  chriftianity,  was  this, 
which  has  been  touched  already.  He  admitted  a  clergy  into  the 
eftablifhment,  on  the  fame  foot  on  which  this  order  had  flood, 
whilft  chriftianity  was  the  religion,  and  thefe  men  were  the 
heads,  the  directors,  the  governors,  and  magiftrates  of  a  fed: 
by  no  authority  but  that  of  the  feci:  it  felf,  and  therefore  ille- 
gally fuch.     He  admitted  them,  vefted  with  this  authority, 
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which  might  be  neceffary  as  long  as  Chriftians  made  a  feci: 
apart,  diftinct  from  the  other  fubjecls  of  the  empire,  and  not 
only  out  of  the  protection  of  the  laws,  but  obnoxious  to  them, 
and  which  became  unneceffary  and  dangerous  when  chriftiani- 
ty  had  a  legal  eftablimmcnt,  and  when  the  profeflbrs  of  it  were 
entirely  incorporated  into  the  empire,  enjoyed  the  protection 
of  the  laws  in  common  with  other  Subjects,  and  more  of  the 
fmiles  and  favors  of  the  court.  The  conduct  ofCoNSTANTiNE, 
on  this  great  occalion,  mufl  needs  appear  extremely  abfurd  to 
every  one  who  confidcrs  the  confequences  it  had.  But  we  may 
eafily  conceive  that  the  ftate  of  chriftianity,  of  paganifm,  and 
of  the  empire  in  general,  as  well  as  a  multitude  of  particular 
circumftances  to  us  unknown,  might  determine  him,  on  appa- 
rent reafons  of  good  policy,  to  hold  it.  If  we  feek  for  thefe  rea- 
fons  in  the  hiftorians  of  that  age,  or  in  more  modern  ecclefiaf- 
tical  writers,  we  fhall  be  milled  or  difappointed.  Eusebius 
wrote  a  panegyric,  Zozimus  a  fatyr,  and  no  relations  can  be 
more  confufed,  no  authority  more  precarious  than  thofe  of  all 
the  authors  who  have  treated  thefe  fubjects,  and  indeed  every 
other  ecclefiaftical  fubject,  from  that  age  to  this.  They  have 
been  all  intent  to  ferve  fome  particular  turn :  and  tho  all  men 
are  regardlefs  of  truth  in  fuch  a  difpofition  of  mind,  yet  are  there 
none  fo  regardlefs  of  it  as  thefe  writers,  who  have  rendered  church 
hiftory  more  inconfiflent,  and  more  groffly  fabulous,  than  any 
other  hiftory,  perhaps,  than  fome  romances.  But  ftill,  not- 
withstanding the  little  reliance  that  any  of  them  deferve,  fome 
general  truths  refult  from  the  concurrent  tenor  of  their  writing ; 
two  of  which  I  fhall  mention,  in  order  to  account  for  the  con- 
ducl: of  CoNSTANTINE. 
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SECTION     XXV. 

The  firft  of  thefe  truths  is,  that  this  emperor  neither  defign- 
ed  to  eftablifh  chriftianity,  nor  did  in  fact  eftablifh  it  with  any- 
other  view,  than  that  of  making  it  fubfervient  to  his  ambition 
and  policy.  He  worked  up  this  eftablifhment  of  religion,  which 
he  preferred  to  paganifm,  for  reafons  already  given,  by  flow  de- 
grees, as  he  found  it  anfwer  his  purpofes,  and  he  trimmed  long 
between  the  two.  The  fecond  of  thefe  truths  is,  that  in  the 
defign  of  attaching  the  whole  body  of  Chriftians  to  himfelf,  he 
chofe  to  do  it  by  the  medium  of  the  clergy.  The  Chriftians 
were  difperfed  over  the  empire,  and  even  beyond  the  bounds  of 
it.  They  were  of  all  nations  and  all  languages.  But  among 
them  all,  this  order  of  men,  which  we  call  the  religious  fociety, 
was  eftablifhed.  This  order  was  often  divided  ;  and  their  di- 
vifions  formed  different  feels.  But  however  divided  they  were, 
nay  the  more  they  were  divided,  the  more  need  they  had  of  im- 
perial favor.  The  paftors  were  brought  by  one  common  in- 
tereft  under  the  influence  of  the  court;  and  the  flocks  were 
every  where  under  the  influence  of  their  paftors.  Thefe  two 
principles  run  thro  the  whole  conduct  of  Constantine,  in  every 
relation  of  it  that  is  come  down  to  us. 

There  is  little  room  to  doubt,  that  he  had  taken  the  refolu- 
tion  of  eftablifhing  chriftianity  when  he  marched,  in  the  fe- 
venth  year  of  his  reign,  from  Gaul  into  Italy  againft  Maxen- 
tius.  It  is  much  more  probable  too,  that  this  refolution  pro- 
duced the  miracle  of  an  illuminated  crofs  in  the  air,  with  an 
infeription  promifing  him  victory,  and  which  he  affirmed  upon 
oath  that  he  had  feen,  as  Eusebius  relates,  than  that  any  fuch 
miracle  produced  his  converfion.  A  ftory  like  this  was  fuflicient 
to  make  the  imprefTion  he  deflgned.     Nay  that  which  Zozi- 
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mus  relates  of  a  monftrous  flight  of  owls,  that  fettled  on  the 
walls  of  Rome  when  Maxentius  marched  out  of  the  city  to 
give  Cons  tan  tine  battle,  and  which  this  emperor  feeing,  drew 
out  his  troops,  might  have  it's  effect  likewife.  His  army  did 
not  confift  of  Romans,  attached  to  their  anticnt  religion,  tho 
even  byfuch  the  omen  would  have  been  well  received,  but  of  Bri- 
tons, whom  we  believe  to  have  been,  already  Chriftians,  and  of  the 
celtic  nations,  to  whom  we  may  believe  that  all  religions  were 
indifferent  enough. 

But  however  this  might  be,  whether  Constant ine  came 
into  Italy  with  a  refolution  of  eftablifhing  chriftianity,  and 
of  leaning  on  that  party  in  the  empire,  or  whether  he  took 
the  refolution  when  he  had  beat  Maxentius,  it  is  evident  that 
this  refolution  was  no  other  than  I  have  reprefented  it.  Lici- 
nius  was  not  certainly  a  convert  to  chriftianity,  and  yet  the 
firft  edict  in  favor  of  this  religion  was  published  in  his  name 
and  by  his  authority,  as  well  as  in  the  name  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  Constantine.  This  edi6t  gave  an  intire  liberty  of 
confcience.  No  perfon  was  to  be  any  longer  reftrained  from 
embracing  chriftianity,  but  every  one  was  fet  at  liberty  to  pro- 
fefs  the  religion  he  liked  beft.  This  was  the  purport  of  the 
edict.  Eusebius  himfelf  carries  it  no  farther,  and  there  was 
nothing  in  it  which  Licinius,  or  any  other  pagan  prince,  who 
thought  it  his  intereft  to  relax  the  feverity  of  former  edicts,  and 
to  keep  meafures  of  moderation  with  the  Chriftians,  might  net 
grant  without  becoming  a  Chriftian.  Many  other  favors,  more 
confiderable  and  particular  to  chriftianity,  were  granted  after- 
wards. Eusebius  founds  them  high  *  :  and  they  were  great, 
no  doubt,  tho  they  did  little  more  than  re-eftablifh  Chriftians 
in  their  former  rights  and  pofleffions,  remit  unjuft  and  cruel 
(entences,  reftore  confifcations,  and  recal  from  banifhment  and 


*  Euseb.  pafllm  in  hift.  etin  vita  Constant. 
Vol.  IV.  L  1  1 
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the  mines  fuch  as  had  been  condemned  to  them.  In  all  thele 
instances,  the  authority  of  Licinius  concurred  with  that  of 
Constantine  :  and  if  paganifm  was  not  extirpated,  chriftia- 
nity  was  in  a  good  degree  eftablifhed,  whilft  they  governed  the 
empire  jointly.  When  they  quarrelled,  the  fame  political  mo- 
tive, that  made  Licinius  change  his  conduct  and  perfecute 
the  Chriftians,  made  Constantine  perftft  in  mewing  favor 
to  them.  He  raifed  them  to  the  higheft  dignities,  intruded 
them  with  the  moft  important  commands,  and  increafed  the 
Strength  of  a  party  in  the  empire  which  was  zealoufly  attached 
to  him. 

Notwithstanding  this  he  trimmed  with  the  other,  and  it 
is  evident  that  his  zeal  for  chriftianity  was  at  leaft  as  much  po- 
litical as  religious.  Eusebius  makes  him  very  devout  and  pious, 
and  compares,  in  one  place,  his  palace  to  a  church  in  which 
auemblies  of  the  faithful  were  held.  But  as  the  flagrant  crimes 
he  committed  are  inconsistent  with  the  devotion  and  piety 
afcribed  to  him  by  ecclenaftical  adulation,  fo  the  whole  tenor  of 
his  public  acts  demonstrates  that  Zozimus  had  fome  reafon  to 
fay,  he  favored  the  pagan  rites  in  order  to  pleafe  the  fenate,  tho 
he  meaned  to  eftabliSh  chriftianity.  Thus  he  permitted,  even 
about  the  time  that  he  held  the  nicaean  council,  and  by  a  fo- 
lemn  refcript,  that  the  arufpices  fhould  be  publicly  confulted  ; 
nay  he  commanded  it  on  the  occaMon  of  fome  reputed  prodigies 
that  had  happened.  Thus  again,  he  gave  countenance,  at  leaft, 
to  feveral  fuperftitious  Sports  that  were  celebrated  in  acknowledg- 
ment of  victories  obtained,  and  to  feveral  forts  of  inchantments 
that  were  deemed  effectual  to  procure  health  and  other  divine 
favors.  Many  inftances  of  the  fame  kind  may  be  produced,  to 
(hew  what  meafures  Constantine  thought  himfelf  obliged  in 
good  policy  to  keep  with  paganifm,  even  after  he  had  van- 
quished Licinius,  and  put  him  to  death.     But  it  will  be  fuf- 
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ficicnt  that  I  mention  one  more,  which  was  the  ftrongeft  of  all, 
and  which  leads  to  the  fecond  of  thefc  general  truths,  that  have 
been  obferved  to  refill  t  from  all  the  hiftories  of  this  great  revo- 
lution. 


That  feveral  offices,  which  were  not  only  pagan  in  name, 
but  in  their  functions  too,  were  pofiefted  and  executed  by  thofe 
who  profeffed  chriftianity,  feems  to  me  much  more  clear  than 
the  difiinctions  and  excufes  that  are  brought  id  favor  of  the 
practice.     The   practice  was   authorifed  by  the  example    of 
Const antine,  who  held  to  the  laft  die  fupreme  pontificate 
of  the  pagan  church.      I  know  that  fome  writers  have  ventured 
to  deny  the  fad:,  againft  the  evidence  of  hiftory  and  antient 
inferiptions.     I  know  too,   that  much  cafuiftry  has  been  em- 
ployed by  Baronius  and  others,  to  fhew  that  chriftian  emperors 
might  aftiime  the  title,  and  wear  the  robe,  without  fupe"rftition 
or  idolatry  ;  for  thefe  authors  are  pleafed  to  fuppofe,  that  they 
did  no  more.      But  they  contradict  themfelves  when  they  excufe 
even  this,   by  urging,  that  the  authority  of  fupreme  pontiff  was 
laeceffary  to  keep  the  fenate  and  the  bulk  of  the  people,  who 
were  ftrongly  addicted  to  the  old  religion,   in  fubjeclion  to  the 
imperial  authority  ;    for  how  could  the  authority  of  fupreme 
pontiff  have  this  or  any  other  effect,  unlefs  it  was  exercifed  ? 
And  how  could  it  be  exercifed,  without  taking  fome  mare  in 
the  fuperftitious  difcipline  fignified  by  that  myftic  robe  *,  which 
Gratian  is  faid  to  have  refufed  to  wear  for  that  veryreafon?  But 
if  Gratian  was  thus  fcrupulous,  and  his  fucceffors  after  him,  of 
which  we  may  have  leave  to  doubt,  Const  antine  was  not  fo  ; 
or  he  might  wear  the  myftic  robe  of  pontiff  with  as  little  regard 
to  the  fignifications  of  it,  as  one  of  theOTHos  had,  very  probably, 
to  thofe  of  the  robe  he  wore,  and  whereon  the  revelations  of  the 
apocalypfe wereexpreffed  in  embroidery.     The  power  and  in- 
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fluence  of  this  office  had  been  great  at  all  times,  and  therefor 
the  emperors  had  kept  it  like  that  of  the  tribunes  in  their  own 
hands.  But  this  power  and  this  influence  were  never  greater 
than  now,  and  the  office  of  pontiff  was  grown  more  coniidera- 
ble  than  that  of  conful.  It  is  very  probable  that  Constantine 
dared  not  diveft  himfelf  of  it :  and  I  believe  the  beft  reafon 
that  can  be  given  why  he  did  not  make  himfelf  fovereign  pon- 
tiff of  the  Chriftians  is  this,  that  he  found  it  neceffary,  or  at 
leaft  expedient,  to  continue  high  prieft  of  the  Pagans.  The 
abfurdity,  however,  was  equally  great,  whether  it  was  owing  to 
his  misfortune  or  his  fault.  The  abfurdity,  I  mean,  of  preftd- 
ing  over  a  church  he  intended  to  fubvert,  and  not  prefixing 
over  that  which  he  intended  to  erect. 

The  confequences  began  to  appear  very  foon,  and  have  con- 
tinued ever  fince  producing,  under  various  forms,  in  various 
ways,  and  with  little  or  no  interruption,  an  uniformity  of  mif- 
chief.  The  pre-eminence  and  dominion  over  confcience, 
which  a  religious  fociety  had  acquired  among  the  Chriftians 
whilft  they  were  a  feci:  in  the  empire,  did  not  only  continue, 
but  were  vaftly  extended  and  increafed  when  this  religion  be- 
came the  eftablifhed  religion  of  the  empire.  They  were  ex- 
tended and  increafed  in  the  exercife,  and  therefore  in  the  effect 
of  them.  No  powers  were  taken  from  this  order  of  men,  not 
even  thofe  to  which  they  had  the  leaft  pretence  after  this  great 
change.  On  the  contrary,  many  were  added  to  them,  and 
the  weight  of  that  civil  authority,  on  which  they  ufurped,  ferved 
to  inforce  their  ufurpations.  Their  pre-eminence  and  their  do- 
minion over  confcience  had  been  fo  far  from  promoting  charity, 
and  maintaining  unity,  that  they  had  promoted  and  maintain- 
ed a  perpetual  ftrife  and  contention  among  Chriftians.  If  Chri- 
ftians fuffered  much  by  heathen  perfecutions,  they  fuffered 
much  by  their  own  inteftine  diviftons.    They  could  not,  indeed, 
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make  war,  and  maflacre  one  another,  nor  difturb,  in  that  man- 
ner, the  peace  of  the  empire.  The  authority  of  the  empe- 
rors, and  the  ftrength  of  the  roman  legions  kept  them  in  awe, 
and  made  fuch  exceffes  impracticable.  But  their  divifions  were 
fuch,  that  the  feci;  might  have  been  diffolved,  perhaps,  whilft 
it  was  a  feet,  and  the  very  name  of  chriftianity  have  been  loft, 
if  the  falutary  remedy  of  a  perfecution,  common  to  them  all, 
had  not  fometimes  intervened  to  make  them  remember,  that 
they  were  all  of  the  fame  religion.  Thefe  diforders,  however, 
being  confined  to  a  fed:,  affe&ed  the  roman  ftate  no  more 
than  ours  would  be  affected,  if  any  difputes  mould  arife  about 
inward  light  and  fpiritual  gifts  among  the  quakers,  and  if 
thofe  peaceable  perfons  mould  fall  out,  call  names,  and  ex- 
communicate one  another.  But  when  the  empire  became 
chriftian,  thefe  divifions  became  fatal  to  the  public  tranquil- 
lity and  welfare. 

Constantine  had  fome  experience  of  this  in  his  own  reign, 
towards  the  end  of  it  efpecially.  But  he  might  ftill  hope,  and 
the  fubmiflive  behavior  of  the  clergy  towards  him  might  en- 
courage him  to  hope,  that  however  divided  they  were  concern- 
ing fpeculative  points  of  religion,  he  mould  hold  them  faft  to 
his  intereft  by  their  own,  and  being  mailer  of  the  fhepherds, 
mould  be  mafter  of  the  flocks,  as  it  has  been  hinted  already. 
He  purfued  this  principle  therefore.  He  added  to  the  dignity 
of  eccleiiaftical  perfons,  by  the  regard  he  mewed  them,  and 
by  the  honors  he  affected  to  do  them.  He  added  to  their  pow- 
er and  authority,  by  the  wealth,  the  privileges,  and  immuni- 
ties he  beftowed  upon  them,  and  by  the  laws  he  made  in  their 
favor.  All  this  tended,  in  appearance  and  in  pretence,  to  the 
fupport  and  improvement  of  a  fpiritual  power  alone.  He 
meaned,  that  this  mould  be  diftinct  from  the  civil ;  that  they 
mould  be  independent    of  one  another,    and  both  dependent 

on 


446         ESSAY     THE     FOURTH. 

an  him  ;  and  he  did  not  fee  that  this  was  a  diftin&ion  without 
any  real  difference.  He  does  not  feem  to  have  enough  con- 
lidered  two  things,  which  long  experience  has  made  manifeft 
iince,  and  which  one  would  imagine  he  fhould  have  forefeen. 
He  mould  have  forefeen,  that  eccleflaftical  magiftrates  would 
be  always  lefs  dependent  on  the  emperors  than  the  civil,  and 
were  for  that  reafon  lefs  fit  to  be  trufted  with  power.  It  was 
obvious,  that  civil  *  magiftrates  were  the  creatures  of  his  will, 
whom  he  could  make  and  unmake  at  pleafure,  and  not  only 
deprive  of  the  offices  they  held,  but  of  all  right  to  any  magi- 
ftracy  whatever ;  whereas  thefe  eccleflaftical  magiftrates,  whom 
he  admitted  by  a  legal  eftablifhment  into  the  empire,  were  elect- 
ed independently  on  him  into  particular  offices,  and  had  a  right 
to  this  fort  of  magiftracy  in  general,  which  he  could  neither 
give  nor  take  away.  He  fhould  have  forefeen,  that  an  abfo- 
lute  power  over  private  confciences  was  in  nature,  and  might 
prove  in  effect,  a  much  greater  power  than  his  own ;  that  the 
church  might  turn  againft  the  ftate ;  from  the  companion  be- 
come the  rival,  and  from  the  rival,  the  tyrant  of  it.  This  hap- 
pened in  four  centuries  after  his  time.  The  conftitution  of  the 
chriftian  church,  before  Constantine  laid  the  foundations 
of  that  fpiritual  tyranny,  which  he  and  his  fucceftbrs  raifed ; 
and  this  fpiritual  tyranny,  eftablifhed  and  grown  into  full 
ftrength  before  Charles  the  great,  laid  the  foundations  of  that 
temporal  tyranny,  which  he  and  his  father  eftablifhed  in  the 
bifhops  of  Rome,  the  remains  of  which  are  ftill  exiftent. 


SECTION     XXVI. 

During  this  period,  that  reaches  from  the  beginning  of  the 
fourth  to  the  end  of  the  eighth  century,  the  religious  fbciety 
pretended  directly  to  fpiritual  power  alone,    as  it  has  been  ob- 
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ferved.  Indire&ly,  indeed,  they  aflumed  a  fhare  of  the  other, 
iiicroached  on  the  civil  magiftrates,  and  oppofed  and  infulted 
them,  whereof  there  were  feveral  inftances  at  Rome  and  Alex- 
andria particularly  *.  But  in  the  main,  they  exprefled  great 
refpedr.  and  fubmiflion  to  the  emperors.  Constantine  abetted 

*  No  inftance  of  this  kind  can  be  given  greater  than  the  whole  conduct  of  Cyril, 
the  alexandrian  bifhop.  This  faint  and  father  of  the  church  was  violent  and  cruel 
againft  all  thofe  who  differed  from  him,  even  in  expreffion;  for  Nestorius  did  little 
more:  and  yet,  when  he  had  prevailed  on  Theodosius,  by  bribing  molt  probably 
the  eunuch  Scholasticus,  to  turn  at  once  from  favoring  Nestorius  to  declare 
againft  him,  this  wretch,  in  concert  with  pope  Celestimus,  pcrlecuted  the  poor 
man  to  death  with  the  moft  perfevcring  and  inveterate  malice  He  fhevved  the  iaivc 
violence  of  temper  in  ufurping  on  the  civil  power,  and  in  fupporting  thele  ufurpa- 
tions  by  riots,  infurreclions,  and  affaifi  nations.  He  took  upon  him,  without  any 
authority  from  the  civil  magiftrate,  to  punifh  not  only  Jews,  but  fuch  Chriftians 
as  he  called  heretics ;  to  drive  them  out  of  the  city,  and  to  plunder  their  houfes  and 
churches,  the  fpoils  of  which  he  abandoned  to  the  mob,  who  were  the  inftruments 
of  his  tyranny,  for  their  greater  encouragement.  Orestes,  the  governor  of  Alex- 
andria, complained  of  thele  invafions  and  outrages,  and  attempted  to  reftrain  them, 
as  it  was  his  duty  to  do.  But  Cyril,  by  exciting  the  common  people,  the  moft 
feditious  that  were  to  be  found  in  any  city  of  the  empire,  maintained,  as  it  were,  a 
civil  war  in  that  city,  and  called  in  another  fort  of  mob  to  join  with  this  in  fupport- 
ing it.  He  called  in  five  hundred  monks  at  once  from  their  retreats  in  the  moun- 
tains of  Nitria.  To  one  of  thefe,  named  Ammonius,  a  fit  inftrument  for  his  pur- 
pofe,  he  gave  the  command  of  this  lecular  and  ecclefiaftical  mob,  by  whom  Ores- 
tes was  attacked  in  the  ftreets  of  Alexandria.  He  was  refcued,  indeed,  and  his 
life  was  faved,  tho  he  had  been  wounded  by  Ammonius  in  the  fray.  The  mob  was- 
difperfed,  Ammonius  feifed  and  put  to  death,  and  Cyril  had  the  impudence  to  de- 
clare him  a  martyr,  and  to  caufe  him  to  be  honored  as  fuch. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  mention  another  example  of  the  revengeful  and  fanguinary 
character  of  this  prelate.  Hypatia  was  a  platonician  lady,  of  fo  much  wildom, 
knowledge,  and  virtue,  thatfhe  ufedto  be  confulted  by  the  philofophers,  and  even- 
the  governors  of  Alexandria,  and  that  Orestes  was  particularly  attached  to  her. 
To  be  revenged,  therefore,  of  Orestes,  for  Hypatia  does  not  appear  to  have 
given  him  any  provocation,  this  woman  was  attacked  by  another  ecclefiaftical  bravo, 
whofename  was  Peter,  at  the  inftigation  of  C'Yril,  in  the  ftreets  of  Alexandria,, 
where  they  ftripped  her  naked,  dragged  her  along,  and  made  her  fuffer  the  molt 
cruel  outrages,  till  (he  expired. 

It  is  not  worth  my  while  to  quote  any  more  inftances  of  the  ufurpations  and  cru- 
elty which  the  religious  fociety  exercifed,  whenever,  and  wherever,  they  durft.  Hifio- 
ry  is  full  of  them.  They  were  exercifed  at  Rome  fometimes,  as  well  as  at  Alexan- 
dria, and  wherever  chriftianity  prevailed. 

them. 
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them  in  the  exercife  of  this  power,  and  his  fuccefibrs  fometimes 
thro  bigotry,  and  fometimes  thro  policy,  as  we  may  colled: 
from  the  different  characters  of  thefe  princes,  made  themfelves 
parties,  on  one  fide  or  the  other,  in  every  ecclefiaftical  difpute 
that  arofe.  This  gave  them  much  to  do,  maintained  a  perpe- 
tual ferment  in  the  empire,  and  was  almoft  as  great  an  evil 
from  within,  as  the  inundation  of  barbarous  nations  was 
from  without. 

Let  us  not  prefume,  like  many  divines,  to  account,  by 
the  fhort  and  fallible  rule  of  human  reafon,  for  what  provi- 
dence directs  or  fuffers.  But  we  may  obferve  with  aftonifh- 
ment,  that  a  religion,  revealed  by  God  himfelf,  taught  by 
himfelf  in  one  country,  where  he  fealed  it  with  his  blood,  as 
ftrangely  as  that  may  found  to  a  mere  theift,  and  propagated 
thro  a  great  part  of  the  world  by  perfons  commiflioned  by  him, 
as  well  as  aflifted  fupernaturally  by  the  holy  ghoft,  mould  con- 
tinue more  than  feventeen  hundred  years  in  a  flux  ftate.  I  af- 
firm the  more  boldly,  that  it  has  continued  in  this  ftate  fo  long, 
becaufe,  tho  it  will  be  faid,  and  is  faid  every  day  in  the  pul- 
pit, that  all  the  important  points  of  chriftianity,  and  every 
thing  made  neceflary  to  falvation,  are  fixed  and  clear,  yet  the 
aflertion  is  evidently  falfe,  when  it  is  applied  to  theological, 
however  true  it  would  be,  if  it  was  applied  to  gofpel  chriftia- 
nity 5  and  it  may  be  proved  to  be  fo  even  out  of  the  inconfift- 
ent  mouths  of  thofe  who  make  it.  To  whatever  feet  we  addict 
ourfelves,  if  we  are  faved,  it  muft  be  on  the  faith  of  man,  it 
cannot  be  on  that  of  God ;  for  the  pure  word  of  God  neither  is 
nor  ever  has  been  the  fole  criterion  of  orthodoxy.  Theology 
has  done  by  the  word,  as  philofophy  did  by  the  works  of  God, 
and  the  fame  abufe  has  been  made  of  both.  Naturalifts  have 
built  immenfe  fyftems  of  imagination  on  a  few  fenfible  phae- 
nomena,  inaccurately  obferved  very  often,  and  not  always  very 
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fairly  recorded.  Divines  have  done  the  fame,  on  a  few  intel- 
ligible and  unintelligible  paffages,  picked  up  here  and  there 
in  the  fcriptures,  and  connected  and  commented  as  their  pur- 
pofes  required.  The  firft  have  not  flopped  where  the  phaeno- 
mena  have  ceafed ;  nor  the  other,  where  the  fcriptures  have  been 
filent,  or  have  not  fpoken  clearly ;  which  ought  to  be  reputed 
the  fame,  and  to  check  our  prefumption  alike.  On  the  con- 
trary, where  they  have  had  no  rule  to  go  by,  like  men  freed 
from  reftraint,  they  have  gone  the  greateft  and  the  boldeft 
lengths.  This  has  been  the  cafe  from  the  apoftolical  days  to 
thele,  and  to  this  we  owe  all  the  difputes  that  have  puzzled 
religion,  and  all  the  mifchief  which  thefe  difputes  have  brought 
on  the  world.  This  muft  be  the  cafe  too,  till  divines  return 
to  the  gofpel,  as  philofophers  have  returned  to  nature,  and 
prefume  to  dogmatife  no  farther  than  the  plain  import  of  it 
will  juftify,  contenting  themfelves  to  leave  things  dark  and  am- 
biguous, which  revelation  has  left  fo.  How  foon  this  will  hap- 
pen, I  know  not.  Such  a  method  is  now,  as  it  was  of  old, 
too  fober  for  enthufiafts,  the  fubjecl:  too  barren  for  rhetors,  and 
the  avowal  of  ignorance  too  humble  for  do&ors,  who  pretend 
to  teach  fupernatural,  as  well  as  natural  theology,  and  to  af- 
fume  to  themfelves,  that  knowledge,  which  Christ  intended 
mould  be  common  to  all  who  are  to  be  faved  by  it,  as  Eras- 
mus fomewhere  or  other  obferves  *.  But  we  muft  go  back 
again  to  the  primitive  ages,  that  we  may  fee  in  fome  few  par- 
ticular inftances,  the  rife  and  growth  of  human  authority  in 
matters  of  religion. 

It  was  foretold,  that  falfe  prophets  would  arife  among  Chri- 
flians,  and  it  was  natural  that  they  mould  in  fuch  an  age,  in 


*  — — —  ad  paucos  homines  contrahimus  rem,    quaCHRiSTUs  voluit  nihil  efle 
communius. 
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countries  where  the  minds  of  men  had  been  long  prepared  for 
every  thing  that  appeared  fupematural  or  myftic,  and  on  the 
publication  of  a  religion  new  and  marvellous.  Converted  Jews 
might  think,  and  in  fact  did  think,  that  they  had  a  right  to 
take  their  fhare  in  building  up  and  adorning  a  religion,  which 
fprung  out  of  theirs,  and  whofe  authority  refted  on  that  of 
their  prophecies.  Converted  heathens  might  think,  and  in 
fact  did  think,  that  they  had  at  leaft  as  good  a  right  of  the 
fame  kind,  fince  fome  of  the  moft  fublime  doctrines  of  chrifli- 
anity  were  fuch  as  Pythagoras  and  Plato  had  taught,  and 
fince  the  prophecies,  urged  from  heathen  records  concerning 
Christ,  were  much  more  clear  and  exprefs  than  any  of  thofe 
that  were  brought  from  the  jewifh  fcriptures.  But  there  were 
other  circumftances,  which  gave  more  immediate  temptation 
and  pretence  to  the  falfe  prophets  that  arofe  in  the  days  of  the 
apoftles,  and  multiplied  very  faft  afterwards,  like  fwarms  of 
infects  from  thofe  dung-hills,  the  cabaliftical  fchools  of  Jews, 
and  the  metaphyseal  fchools  of  heathens. 

The  chriftian  fyftem  of  faith  and  practice  was  taught  by  God 
himfelf,  and  to  affert  or  to  imply,  that  the  divine  Logos,  who 
was  incarnated  to  inftruct  as  well  as  to  redeem  mankind,  re- 
vealed it  incompletely  or  imperfectly,  is  not  lefs  abfurd  nor 
lefs  impious,  than  to  affert,  or  to  imply,  that  he  performed  the 
work  of  our  redemption  incompletely  or  imperfectly.  Chrifti- 
anity  therefore,  as  the  faviour  published  it,  was  full  and  Suf- 
ficient to  all  the  purpofes  of  it.  Simplicity  and  plainnefs  mew- 
ed, that  it  was  defigned  to  be  the  religion  of  mankind,  and 
manifefted  likewife  the  divinity  of  it's  original.  But  then,  this 
very  Simplicity  and  plainnefs  was  a  ftumbling  block  to  fome, 
and  a  pretence  to  others.  The  theology  of  thofe  ages  had  ac- 
cuftomed  men  to  think,  that  nothing  could  be  divine,  which 
was  not  myrterious,  and  that  incoherent,    obfeure  rhapfodies, 
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which  are  frequently  the  language  of  ignorance  or  fraud,  wen.- 
fure  characteriftics  of  fuperior  knowledge  in  the  firft  philofophy, 
or  of  infpiration  from  above.  The  prophets,  among  the  Jews, 
had  fpoke  in  this  ftyle ;  the  heathen  oracles  pronounced  acnig- 
mas;  the  theology  of  Egypt  and  the  Eaft  was  unintelligible, 
and  the  metaphyseal  refinements  of  the  greek  philofophers 
were  a  mere  jargon  of  words,  fuppofed  to  fignify  moft  fub- 
lime  truths,  tho  they  had  really  no  meaning  at  all.  The  Jews, 
therefore,  who  believed  in  the  Median  when  he  appeared,  and 
the  heathens,  who  heard  that  the  divine  Logos  had  appeared, 
could  not  fail  to  receive  his  doctrine  agreeably  to  their  preju- 
dices and  habitudes.  A  fyftem  of  natural  law,  enforced  by  a 
divine  million,  and  a  divine  fanction,  had  nothing  in  it  which 
was  new  to  either  of  them ;  and  the  heathens  knew,  that  the 
title  of  fon  of  God  had  been  given  to  Zoroaster  and  to  others. 
But  the  fimplicity  and  plainnefs  of  his  doctrine  might  furprife 
them  the  more,  for  this  very  reafon.  They  could  fcarce  fail 
to  perfuade  themfelves,  that  this  fimplicity  and  plainnefs  muft 
be  the  veil  of  fomething  more  marvellous  and  more  worthy  of  a 
revelation.  All  was  type  and  figure  in  the  facred  writings  of 
the  Jews,  and  they  were  obliged  to  underftand  now  of  a  fpi- 
ritual,  what  they  had  till  now  understood  of  a  temporal  king- 
dom. All  the  grofs  conceptions  of  polytheifm  and  idolatry 
were  exploded.  Heaven  continued  to  be  peopled  as  much  as 
ever,  but  with  inhabitants  of  another  kind.  In  fhort,  all  the 
pompous  rites  and  ceremonies  of  external  worfliip  were  abolifh- 
ed  at  firft  among  Chriftians,  and  God  was  to  be  adored  in  fpi- 
rit  and  in  truth.  After  fuch  changes  as  thefe,  it  feems  to  me, 
that  the  converts  to  chriftianity  could  not,  as  they  did  not,  fail, 
agreeably  to  their  prejudices  and  habitudes,  to  embroider  fome 
of  the  tinfel  of  the  religions  they  left  on  the  religion  they 
embraced,  nor  to  make  the  fpirituality  of  one  as  fit  to  create 
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aftonimment,    and  to  maintain  an  attachment  in   the  minds 
of  men,    as  the   carnality  of  the  others. 

This  was  done,  and  great  means  of  doing  it  offered  them- 
felves.      Chriftianity   was  taught  firft,    and  propagated  after- 
wards, by  word  of  mouth.     So  the  apoftles  and  the  difciples 
received  it,  and  fo  they  inftructed  the  converts  they  made   in 
their  feveral  difperfions.     Nor  were  thefe  the  fole  preachers  of 
divine  revelation.     Others  arofe  who  had  not  been  taught,  in 
the  fame  fchool,  nor  been  commiilioned  to  teach  in  the  fame 
manner.     Paul  himfelf  was  one  of  thefe.     He  entered  a  vo- 
lunteer into  the  apoftlefhip.     At  leaft  his  extraordinary  voca- 
tion was  known  to  none  but  himfelf.    He  went  about  preach- 
ing his  gofpel,  as  he  called  it,    before  he  had   any  correfpon- 
dence,  or  even  acquaintance,    with   thofe  who  compofed  the 
church  of  Christ  at  that  time;     and  when  he  came  among 
them  he  took  the  air  of  a  mafter,  fubmitted  to  none,  but  con- 
trouled  and  reprimanded  even  the  prince  of  the  apoftles,  as  you 
pretended  catholics  affe£t  to  call  St.  Peter.      The  apoftles,  the 
difciples,  and  the  flrft  converts  in  general,  were  ignorant,  illi- 
terate perfons.  Such  men,  therefore,  as  deemed  themfelves  more 
fkilful  in  cabaliftical  interpretations  of  the  fcriptures,  and  more 
knowing  in  jewifh  and  heathen  theology,    might  affume    the 
fame  rights  which  the  apoftles  and  difciples  exercifed;     teach, 
convert,  and  form  different  congregations :   or  they  might  add 
to,    and  alter  the  doctrines,    which  the  apoftles  and   difciples 
taught,  and  thus  form  different  feels,    in  the  fame  churches, 
by  aflliming  no  other  right  than  that  which  every  member  had, 
man  and  woman  indifcriminately,    the  right   of  prophefying  or 
preaching,  as  often  as  they  pleafed   to  fuppofe  that  the   fpirit 
moved   them  to   it.     The  apoftles  oppofed  the  falfe  prophets 
that  arofe  in  their  time,  by  epiftles,  by  meffages,    and  by  re- 
vifiting  the  churches  they  had  themfelves  founded,     but  often 
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without  effect,  and  always  with  much  difficulty,  as  we  may 
judge  by  that  which  Paul  found  to  maintain  his  authority  in 
the  church  of  Corinth,  and  in  others. 

One  would  think  that  the  gifts  of  the  fpirit,  among  which 
this  of  prophefying  or  preaching  held  a  firfl  place,  mould  not  only 
have  fupplied  the  want  of  all  other  knowledge,  and  have  put  to 
filence  the  moft  learned  and  eloquent,  but  mould  have  efta- 
blifhed,  by  the  influence  and  energy  of  one  and  the  fame  fpirit, 
one  and  the  fame  fyftem  of  faith  and  manners  in  the  whole 
chriftian  church.     This  would  have  been  the  cafe  too,  it  muft 
have  been  fo  neceflarily,  if  all  thofe  who  pretended  to  gifts  of 
the  fpirit  had  really  had  them  ;  and  it  has  always  feemed  to  me 
that  Origen  anfwered  Celsus  very  poorly,  when,  to  juftify 
or  excufe  the  variety  of  opinions  and  feels  among  Chriftians, 
he  urges  thofe  that  abounded  among  the  heathen  philofophers. 
But  many  thought  they  had  thefe  gifts  of  the  fpirit  who  had 
them    not,    many  pretended    to  have  them  who  knew   they 
had  them  not ;   and  it  grew  lb   eafy  to  impofe   the  belief  of 
them  on  the  multitude,  that  Simon,  who  had  offered  to  buy 
them,  might  think  himfelf  well  off  that  bargain,  perhaps,  and 
that  the  other  heretics  who  arofe  might  not  find  any  want  of 
them  to  eftablifh  their  feels.      The  belief  that  they  had  them 
was  eafily  wrought  by  mam  miracles,  by  feeming  or  real  au- 
fterity  of  life,   by  difcourfes  filled  with  falfe  fublime  about  fpi— 
ritual  beings  and  metaphyseal  or  fupernatural  doctrines,  and 
by  other  proofs  of  the  (lime  equivocal  fort,  in  an  age  when  en- 
thufiafm  was  the  epidemical  dileafe,  and  when  one  great  reve- 
lation gave  occafion  and  pretence  to  fo  many  little  ones.     That 
fuch  was  the  temper  of  the  age,  and  fuch  the  character  of  thofe 
who  profefled  chriftianity  in  it,   will  appear  the  lefs  doubtful  to 
us,  if  we  call  to  mind  the  feveral  apocalypfes  that  were  current 
among  the  primitive  Chriftians,  the  apocalypfe  or  revelation  of 
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St.  John  and  that  of  Cerinthus,  for  inftance,  if  they  were 
not  the  fame,  and  if  the  refveries  of  a  mad  judaifing  Chriftian 
have  not  got  into  the  canon  under  the  apoftle's  name  :  the  apo- 
calypfe  of  St.  Peter,  that  of  St.  Paul,  and  that  of  Saint  Tho- 
mas likewife,  all  of  which  are  now  loft,  and  have  been  fo  long, 
but  the  ftyle  and  matter  of  which  may  be  guefied  at  with  fuf- 
ricient affurance  by  the  ftyle  and  matter  of  that  which  we  have 
in  our  hands.  That  the  apoftles,  to  whom  thefe  are  afcribed, 
were  not  the  authors  of  them  may  well  be.  But  the  authors 
of  them  were  Chriftians ;  and  if  all  the  fathers  and  churches 
did  not  receive  them,  as  all  did  not  receive  the  apocalypfe  ad- 
mitted into  our  canon,  yet  many  did,  and  that  is  fufricient  for 
my  purpofe,  efpecially  when  it  is  joined  to  fo  many  other  in- 
ftances  of  enthufiafm  as  the  firft  Chriftians  gave,  which  can- 
not be  denied,  tho  the  terms  may  be  changed,  and  madnefs 
and  phrenfy  may  be  called  divine  illumination,  myftical  rap- 
ture, or  holy  zeal. 

The  names  alone  of  thofe  who  held  different  opinions  con- 
cerning the  moft  important  points  of  chriftianity,  and  formed 
different  feels,  would  fill  a  very  long  roll ;   and  even  a  fumma- 
ry  account  of  their  doctrines  would  fill  a  treatife  much  larger 
than  I  deflgn  this  effay  fhall  be.     Beftdes  which,  I  am  far  from 
believing  the  greateft  part  of  the  abfurdities,  profanations  and 
impieties  imputed  to  them  by  Irenaeus,  Epiphanius,  Cle- 
ment of  Alexandria,   Eusebius,  and  others,   fome  as  antient, 
and  fome  more  modern.     What  credit  and  what  refpecl.  foever 
fathers  and  eccleftaftical  writers  may  deierve  on  other  fubjecls, 
fure  I  am  that  they  deferve  none,  when  they  fpeak  of  thofe 
who  differed  from  them,    and  on  whom,    for  that  fufricient 
reafon,  the  brand  of  herefy  had  been  once  fixed.     The  parties 
of  fuch  men  were  their  judges :   and  we  know  them  only  by 
the  paflionate  accufations  which  their  enemies  brought,    and 
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die  feverc  fentences  which  they  pronounced.  Even  the  writings 
againft  opinions  that  prevailed  after  long  contefts,  and  contefts 
fometimes  of  dubious  iilue  in  the  church,  as  well  as  the  writ- 
ings againft  chriftianity  itfelf,  were  ftifled  in  their  birth,  or  de- 
ftroyed  afterwards  by  the  vigilance  of  the  orthodox,  and  the 
zeal  of  emperors  who  exerted  their  whole  authority  for  this 
purpofc ;  inftances  of  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  theodofian 
code,  particularly.  Nothing  can  be  therefore  more  uncharita- 
ble, nor  more  unjuft,  for  charity  and  juftice  are  due  to  the  dead 
as  well  as  to  the  living,  than  to  join  in  the  common  cry  againft 
the  heretics,  that  arofe  in  the  firft  and  fucceeding  ages  of  the 
church,  to  do  this  implicitly  on  the  moft  fufpicious  teftimony, 
and  to  do  it  in  the  full  extent  of  abominations  and  abfurdities 
imputed  to  them  by  ecclefiaftical  writers.  I  mail  decline  this 
proceeding,  tho  the  cuftom  be  fo  eftablifhed,  and  fo  falsi- 
fied in  opinion,  that  he  who  declines  it  runs  the  rifk  of  be- 
coming an  object  of  the  fame  uncharitablenefs  and  injuftice. 

Many  accufations  have  been  brought  by  Chriftians  againft 
Chriftians,  that  carry  on  their  front  as  evident  marks  of  calumny, 
as  any  of  thofe  which  the  heathen  brought  againft  the  whole 
body  of  Chriftians,  in  the  rage  of  party  and  the  fury  of  perfec- 
tion. The  former  feem  even  to  have  been  invented  on  the 
latter,  and  they  were  applied  to  the  fame  cruel  ufe  wherever  the 
orthodox  had  power  for  it.  The  carpocratians,  or  the  mon- 
tanifts,  or  both,  for  both  were  comprehended  in  the  general 
appellation  of  gnoftics,  lay  under  the  imputation  of  drawing 
blood  from  infants,  and  making  up  the  facramental  bread  with 
it.  Can  we  doubt  that  this  idle  tale  took  it's  rife  from  another, 
which  the  heathens  propagated  againft  the  Chriftians,  whom 
they  accufed  of  facrificing  children  and  eating  their  flefli? 
That  the  celebration  of  nocturnal  myfteries  among  the  Chri- 
ftians might  give  occafton  to  fome  debauch,  as  it  had  done 
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among  the  Pagans,  we  may  believe.  But  that  the  promifcu- 
ous,  nay  inceftuous  ufe  of  women  was  a  religious  inffitution  of 
any  feet,  or  that  the  nicholaites  prefcribed  this  ufe  of  them  on 
every  friday,  as  one  of  the  neceffary  means  of  falvation,  I  be- 
lieve no  more  than  I  do  the  filly  ftory,  as  circumftantial  as  it  is, 
which  Tertullian  refutes,  oi  a  dog  tied  to  a  candleftick  in 
the  love-feafts  of  Chriftians,  which  he  pulled  down  and  ex- 
tinguifhed  by  catching  at  a  piece  of  bread  thrown  out  of  his 
reach  ;  after  which,  not  only  other  devout  perfons  mingled  to- 
gether in  the  dark  promifcuoufly,  but  even  fathers  and  daugh- 
ters, mothers  and  fons,  brothers  and  lifters,  in  one  common 
inceft. 

These  objections,  and  fuch  as  thefe,  mould  not  have  been 
made  by  the  orthodox,  out  of  a  regard  to  truth ;  nor  mould 
others  have  been  infilled  on  as  much  as  they  were,  perhaps,  in 
point  of  prudence.  The  limonians  were  reputed  magicians, 
like  the  founder  of  their  feet.  So  were  the  carpocratians,  the 
valentinians,  and  others.  They  pretended  to  charms  and  en- 
chantments, to  command  the  good,  to  conftrain  the  evil  fpirits, 
and  to  exercife  all  the  imaginary  powers  of  this  kind,  which 
were  believed  in  a  fuperftitious  age,  under  the  notion  of  magic 
natural  and  theurgic.  The  impofition  was  grofs,  no  doubt, 
and  the  pradlice  a  cheat.  But  if  we  had  in  our  hands  the  apo- 
logies of  thefe  heretics,  as  we  have  thofe  of  the  orthodox,  I 
fufpect  that  we  mould  find  the  former  ready  to  juftify,  or  to 
excufe,  themfelves  by  the  example  of  the  latter.  They  might 
quote,  unjuftly  indeed,  but  plaufibly  at  that  time,  the  precept 
of  St.  James  *,  and  the  practice  of  the  church  as  an  example  of 
both  kinds  of  magic  in  one.  The  apoftle  directs,  that  prayers 
mould  be  faid  over  the  lick,  and  that  they  mould  be  anointed 
with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord ;  the  effect  of  which  ceremony 

*  Chap.  v. 
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was  to  be  the  cure  of  their  infirmities,  and  the  remiflion  of  their 
fins.  Your  pretended  catholic  church  employs  it  fo  late,  that, 
tho  you  believe  pioufly  that  it  ferves  for  the  remiflion  of  (ins, 
you  cannot  difcovor,  by  experiment,  whether  it  ferves  as  effectu- 
ally to  the  cure  of  difeafes.  But  in  the  primitive  church,  the 
remedy  was  employed  for  both,  and  the  fick  took  it  betimes. 
It  was  a  fecret,  might  the  apologifts  of  herefy  fay,  both  of  na- 
tural and  theurgic  magic,  and  they  might  pretend  that  feveral 
fuch  had  been  difcovered  by  them,  or  by  their  illuminated  maf- 
ters.  They  might  proceed  farther,  and  quote  all  the  pompous 
tilings  that  chriftian  apologifts  ufed  to  advance  concerning  the 
power  they  pretended  to  exercife  daily  over  daemons,  whom  they 
conjured,  fubdued,  and  expelled  out  of  the  bodies  of  men, 
when  all  the  exorcifms  of  the  heathens  had  failed.  The  apo- 
logifts of  thefe  herelies,  who  writ  later,  might  urge  ftill  greater 
authorities  to  juftify  their  pretentions.  They  might  appeal,  for 
inftance,  to  the  conftant  and  univerfal  practice  of  their  adverfa- 
ries  themfelves,  even  in  that  age,  who  admitted  neither  children 
nor  perfons  grown  up  to  baptifm,  till  the  impure  fpirits  were 
driven  from  them  by  exorcifms,  and  by  the  holy  blowings  of 
priefts  upon  them,  which  fuperftitious  ceremony  was  brought 
gravely  as  a  proof  in  the  difpute  with  the  lemi-pelagians  about 
grace,  and  was  fuppofed  neceflary  to  precede  baptifm,  as  bap- 
tifm grace. 

The  truth  is,  that  feveral  of  the  fuperftitious  notions,  infti- 
tutions,  and  cuftoms  of  the  eaftern  and  egyptian  nations  creep- 
ed  into  chriftianity,  round  about  thro  judaifm  at  firft,  and  af- 
terwards directly.  Every  one  took  of  this  tinfel,  as  I  called  it 
above,  what  he  liked  beft,  or  what  he  thought  might  be  beft 
adj  ufted  to  improve  the  chriftian  fyftem.  This  was  done  by 
jewifh  converts,  in  the  fpirit  of  the  cabbala,  which  taught  them, 
under  the  pretence  of  explaining,    to   create  myfteries  where 
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there  were  none,  and  by  heathen  converts,  in  the  delirious  fpi- 
rit  of  metaphyfics,  which  they  had  caught  from  the  pythagorean 
and  platonic  philofophy.  It  was  common  to  all  Christians. 
It  was  not  confined  to  thofe  who  were  called  heretics,  becaufe 
they  differed  from  thofe  who  aftumed  the  title  of  orthodox. 
If  the  former  aiTumed  the  pompous  title  of  gnoffics,  and 
defpifed  the  firft  preachers  of  chriftianity  as  ignorant  and  illite- 
rate men,  the  latter  grew  gnoftics  foon,  without  affuming  the 
title,  tho  Clement  of  Alexandria  maintained,  that  to  be  a 
good  Chriftian,  it  was  necefiary  to  be  a  good  gnoftic.  Thus 
ignorance  and  learning  confpired  to  turn  the  plaineft  religion 
that  ever  was  into  a  chaos  of  theology,  from  which  it  has  never 
been  reduced  again  to  an  uniform,  confident,  and  intelligible 
fyftem.  It  feems  too  that  the  teachers  of  it  have  never  defigned 
that  it  mould  be  fo  reduced ;  for  they  have  proceeded,  in  every 
age,  as  if  religion  was  intended,  fays  the  author  of  Hudibras 
very  fenfibly,  in  his  burlefque  ftyle,  for  nothing  elfe  but  to  be 
mended.  God  drew  light  out  of  darknefs :  men  have  drawn 
darknefs  out  of  light ;  and  whilft  many  have  pretended  to  be 
their  guides,  they  have  wandered  different  ways  without  any 
guide  at  all ;  for  it  is  in  this  cafe  moft  true,  that  the  blind  have 
led  the  blind,  and  they  have  all  fallen,  fome  into  one  ditch,  iome 
into  another.  All  have  pretended  fubmillion  to  the  authority 
of  God.  All  without  exception,  orthodox  as  well  as  heretics, 
have  fubmitted,  in  truth,  to  the  authority  of  man.  Number- 
lefs  human  inftitutions  have  divided  a  world  that  the  divine 
might  have  united,  and  inftead  of  universal  peace,  founded  on 
univerfal  benevolence,  the  natural  effect  of  the  latter,  they 
have  caufed  and  maintained  perpetual  difcord,  hatred,  wars, 
perfecutions,  and  maflacres.  I  faid  that  chriftianity  became 
a  chaos  of  theology,  and  the  image  is  proper.  It  has  been 
compofed  of  jarring  elements  ever  fince. 

null! 
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nulli  fua  forma  manebat, 


Obftabatque  aliis  aliud.- 


These  di  virions  and  contentions  were  fo  general  in  the  primi- 
tive church,   that  St.  Jerom  fuppofes  them  to  have  given  occa- 
fion  to  the  inftitution  of  bifhops  :    and  I  will  obferve  by  the 
way,  that  I  may  make  my  court  to  your  clergy  and  ours,  that 
even  on  this  hypothefis  bifhops  may  be  reckoned  of  apoftolical 
inftitution  ;   fince  the  reafon  of  inftituting  them  commenced  in 
the  days  of  the  apoftles.      This  reafon  was,  according  to  St. 
Jerom  *,   becaufe  there  would  be  other  wife  as  many  fchifms  as 
priefts,  and  becaufe  every  one  of  thefe,    drawing  men  to  his 
private  opinions,  which  was,   I  believe,  the  original  meaning  of 
the  word  herefy  -f- ,   the  church  of  Christ  would  be  otherwife 
broken.      Thofe  aftemblies,   which  we  call  councils,   had  been 
convened  for  the  fame  purpofe,  in  imitation  of  that  which  was 
held  at  Jerufalem,  and  wherein  the  fchifm  breaking  out  at  An- 
tioch,  and  fomented  or  author ifed,  at  leaft,   by  the  opposition 
of  Peter  and  Paul,  was  compromifed.     But  neither  of  thefe 
means  proved   effectual.       Bifhops  quarrelled,    difputed,    in- 
trigued, when  they  ftood  fingle  :   and  when  they  aflembled  in 
councils,  they  anathematifed,  that  is,  they  curfed  and  damned 
one  another.     Various  gofpels,  various  epiftles,  were  current. 
They  were  all  received,  in  fome  of  the  churches  at  leaft.     What 
they  contained,  tliat  are  not  come  down  to  us,  we  know  not. 
But  we  may  well  believe  that  they  gave  occalion  to  diverfity  of 
opinions,  fince  we  know  that  the  boafted  chain  of  tradition  was 
not  uniform  in  fome  of  the  moft  important  points,  and  fince  we 
know  that  the  difputes  which  arofe  in  chriftian  congregations,, 
of  how  great  or  how  little  moment  foever,  were  pufhed  with  the 
utmoft  violence.     The  difpute  juft  mentioned  could  not  regard 
efTentials;  for  about  efTentials  the  prince  of  the  apoftles  could 
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not  err,  nor  would  have  yielded  to  a  new  comer  who  had  never 
converfed  with  the  Lord,  and  who  could  pretend  to  no  more  of 
the  gifts  and  illuminations  of  the  fpirit  than  himfelf.      Such 
again  was  the  difpute  about  the  celebration  of  eafter,  in  which, 
trifling  as  it  was,  much  acrimony  was  Shewn,    many    fynods 
were  held,  and  a  *  biihop  of  Rome  was  on  the  point  of  ex- 
communicating all  the  churches  of  Afia.     I  cite  no  more  of 
this  fort,  which  regarded  chiefly  difcipline  and  outward  ob- 
fervances,  wherein  there  were  fome  who  affected  greater  evan- 
gelical purity,  fome  who  aflerted  evangelical  liberty,  and  fome 
who  practifed  a  fort  of  fpiritual  licentioufnefs.      But  I  proceed 
to  obferve,  that  other  difputes  arofe,  wherein  the  moft  effential 
points  of  chriftianity  were  fuppofed  to  confift.     Thefe  were 
difputes  about  faith  more  than  works ;    and  tho  fuch  of  the 
difputants,  as  grew,  by  time,  accident,  management,  or  vio- 
lence,   to  be  reputed  orthodox,    damned  thofe  who  differed 
from  them ;  yet  the  points  on  which  they  differed  were  fo  un- 
determinable by  revelation,  and  fo  incomprehensible  to  reafon, 
that  they  remain,    after  all  the  mifchief  they  have  done,  frill 
undetermined  for  want  of  any  criterion.     Of  the  difputes  about 
grace,   predestination,  free-will,    election,  reprobation,  fancti- 
fication,  justification,  and  other  fublime  theological  doctrines 
which  St.  Paul  pretended  to  teach  and  to  explain,  and  which 
it  were  to  be  wifhed  that  no  man  had  prefumed  to  teach  after 
that  great  apoftle,  Since  they  appeared  obfcure  even  to  St.  Pe- 
ter, I  Shall  fay  nothing.     It  will  be  fufncient  that  I  fay  fome- 
thing  of  the  opinions  that  were  entertained,  and  of  the  difputes 
that  arofe,  in  the  primitive  church,  concerning  the  divine  and 
fpiritual  natures. 

Now  concerning  thefe  particularly,   we  muft  obferve  that 
they  were  derived  much  more  from  the  heathen  than  the  jewiSfo 
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theology.     As  much  life  as  the  latter  made  of  angels  in   their 
fcriptures,    and  as   fond  as  fome  writers  have  been  to   make 
Michael  pafs  for  a  fecond  effence  in  the  trinity,  and  Gabriel 
for  a  third,  it  has  been  the  opinion  of  learned  men,    that  the 
Jews  did  not  know,   before  the  captivity,  fo  much  as  the  names 
they  gave  to  thefe  heavenly  meflengers,   after  it.      But  to  begin 
higher,  and  at  the  firft  principle  of  all  theology.     It  has  been 
fhewn,  in  one  of  thefe  eflays,  on  grounds  of  very  great  proba- 
bility, that  the  one  Supreme  Being  was  known  to  the  heathens, 
that  he  was  acknowledged  even  by  thofe  among  whom  poly- 
theifm  and  idolatry  prevailed,  and  that  he  was  worfhipped  too, 
wherever  a  crowd  of  imaginary  divinities,    that  fuperftition  in- 
troduced, did  not  intercept  this  worfhip.      It  muft  be  confefTed, 
that  this  happened  fooner  or  later  in  all  thofe   countries  to 
which   our   traditions    extend.      They  had  ungenerated   and 
generated,     fuperceleftial  and  celeftial  gods, 
half  gods,    and  angels    and    daemons,  and 
and  fouls,    in  all  their  fyftems  of  theology. 
afTemblage   made   the   object  of  vulgar  adoration.     But    we 
know  that   philofophers  thought  more  reafonably  at  all  times, 
or  that  their  inward  doctrine  was  lefs  abfurd  than  their  out- 
ward,   and   that  theifm  was   taught   more  purely,    and  that 
religion  was  made  more  intellectual  by  thofe  of  them  who  re- 
fined on  this  grofs  theology,    like  Pythagoras  and    Plato, 
whofe  philofophy  had  fpread  during  fome  centuries  before  chri- 
ftianity  began,  and  was  taught  in  the  famous  fchool  of  Alex- 
andria, both  when  it  began  and  long  after.     From  this  fchool 
there  came  fome  of  the  greateft  advocates,    and  fome  of  the 
greateft  enemies,  of  chriftianity,  fome  of  the  greateft  faints, 
and  fome  of  the  greateft  heretics.     It  could  not  happen  other- 
wife,  for  many  reafons,  and  among  the  reft  for  this.    The  feci: 
of  Pot  a  mo  was  eftablifhed  at  this  time,  and  the  mode  ofchoof- 
ing  particular  opinions  in  every  feet,   without  an  entire  attach- 
ment 
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rhent  to  any  one,  was  prevalent,  as  it  has  been  faid,  I  think, 
already.  This  mode  had  a  great  influence  on  the^chriftian  fyf- 
tem.  Many  inftances  of  it  might  be  produced.  That  of 
Origen  may  ftand  for  all.  He  was  zealous,  but  learned.  He 
applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  the  fcriptures,  and  took  infinite 
pains  to  eftablifh  the  text,  and  fix  the  fenfe  of  them :  but  he 
was  imbued  fo  ftrongly  with  cabaliilical  and  metaphyfical  noti- 
ons and  habits,  that  he  taught  many  whimfical  doclrines,  and 
gave  much  advantage  to  men  every  way  his  inferiors,  to 
fuch  as  Jerom  among  the  antients,  and  fuch  as  Beza  among 
the  moderns. 

Christians  who  formed  their  opinions  concerning  the  Su- 
preme Being  in  this  fchool,  or  out  of  it,  on  the  beft.  princi- 
ples of  heathen  theology,  formed  them  very  different  from  thofe 
of  the  Jews.  They  went  into  extremes  on  both  (ides.  The 
Jews  believed  not  only  the  monarchy  of  God  over  all  being,  but 
his  unity ;  and  were  famous  for  their  averfion  to  polytheifm  and 
idolatry,  at  leaft  after  their  feventy  years  captivity.  If  they  had 
not  received  this  faith  from  their  patriarchs,  they  might  have 
learned  it  from  the  Egyptians.  Nay  their  patriarchs  might 
learn  it  by  their  commerce  with  this  people.  I  do  not  fay  that 
they  did.  But  this  I  fay,  that  it  is  more  eafy  to  mew  how  they 
might,  than  divines  have  found  it  to  give  a  fufflcient  reafon 
why  Moses,  who  took  fo  many  inffitutions  from  Egypt,  of 
much  lefs  importance  and  efficacy  towards  the  good  government 
of  a  rebellious  and  obftinate  people,  neglected  to  inculcate  the 
doftrine  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and  of  a  future  ftate 
of  rewards  and  punifhments ;  which  other  legiflators,  who 
were  not  more  learned  than  he  was  in  all  the  learning  of  the 
Egyptians,  took  from  them,  and  imployed  to  the  beft  pur- 
pofes.  But  altho  the  conceptions,  which  the  Jews  entertained 
of  the  Supreme  Being,  were  thus  far  very  orthodox  in  the  eye 
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of  reafon,  and  altho  their  pfalmifts  and  their  prophets  (trained 
their  imaginations  to  exprefs  the  mod  elevated  fcntiments  of 
God,  of  his  works,  and  of  the  methods  of  his  providence ;  yet 
this  eternal,  this  infinite  Being  was  reprefented  in  their  hiftories, 
and  in  the  whole  fyftem  of  their  religion,  as  a  local  tutelary- 
deity,  carried  about  in  a  trunk,  or  reliding  in  a  temple;  as  an 
ally,  who  had  entered  into  a  covenant  with  their  fathers ;  as  a 
legiflator,  who  had  writ  their  laws  with  his  own  hand ;  as  a 
king,  who  had  actually  held  the  reins  of  their  government;  and 
as  an  indunrious  magiftratc,  who  delcendcd  into  all  the  parti- 
culars of  religious  and  civil  adminiftration,  even  into  the  moil 
minute  and  meaneit.  Thus  were  the  Jews  accuftomed  to  fami- 
liarife  themfelves  with  the  Supreme  Being,  and  to  imagine 
that  he  familiarifed  himfelfwith  them;  to  think  him  conftant- 
ly  employed  about  them,  as  about  the  nation  he  had  chofen  for 
his  elect  and  favorite  people,  and  to  figure  him  to  themfelves 
receiving  their  facrifices,  and  liftening  to  their  prayers,  fome- 
times,  at  leaft,  as  groflry  as  Lucian  reprefents  Jupiter.  This 
will  appear  in  the  eye  of  reafon  to  be  one  extreme. 

The  other  carries  a  greater  appearance  of  reverence  to  the 
Supreme  Being,  but  is  little  lefs  abfurd :  and  whilft  the  direct 
tendency  of  the  former  notions  was  to  promote  fuperftition, 
and  to  make  God  the  object  of  it,  the  indirect  tendency  of  thofe 
I  am  going  to  mention  was  to  promote  polytheifm  and  idolatry. 
It  would  not  be  to  the  purpofe  to  collect  many  things,  which 
pagan  monotheifts  have  faid  of  the  Supreme  Being.  Plato 
himfelf  would  have  done  well,  notwithftanding  the  fublime 
expreffions  concerning  the  divine  nature,  which  are  to  be 
found  in  his  writings,  to  keep  the  referve  on  this  fubject,  which 
he  profefles  in  one  of  his  letters ;  and  upon  the  whole,  the 
heathen  and  chriftian  divines  both  would  have  done  much  bet- 
ter than  they  did,  if  they  had  followed  more  clofely  and  more 
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Conftantly  the  example  of  Simonides,  who  owned  himfelf  un- 
able, after  feveral  delays,  to  anfwer  the  queftion  Hiero  put 
to  him,  u  quid  aut  qualis  effet  Deus."  The  divine  nature 
cannot  be  explained  by  human  words ;  for  it  cannot  be  con- 
ceived by  human  ideas :  and  therefore  none  but  delirious  meta- 
physicians, who  employ  words,  that  impofe  by  their  found  and 
have  no  determinate  ideas  affixed  to  them,  will  ever  attempt 
this  explanation.  All  that  the  wit  of  man  can  do  is  to  fpeak 
cautiously  and  reverently  of  it,  according  to  thofe  general  no- 
tices of  wifdom,  and  power,  and  majefty,  and  all  other  per- 
fections, which  we  are  able  to  colled:,  "  a  pofteriori,"  that 
is,  from  the  works  of  God,  and  which  ferve  flill  more  to 
fhew  our  ignorance  than  our  knowledge. 

Sensible  of  this,  the  heathen  divines  in  their  fober  moods 
reprefented  the  Supreme  Being  as  hidden  from  us  in  the  depths 
of  darknefs,  or  in  excefs  of  light ;  a  Sirft.  felf-exiftent  caufe  of 
all  exiftence ;  a  real  being,  but  above  all  effence ;  really  in- 
telligent, but  above  all  intelligence ;  and  left  fuch  notions  as 
thefe  mould  carry  men  not  only  to  think  very  truly  of  the  in- 
comprehensibility of  God,  but  to  imagine,  according  to  the 
grofsnefs  of  their  conceptions,  that  the  Creator  was  too  far  re- 
moved from  his  creature,  the  workman  from  his  work,  and 
the  governor  from  the  governed,  the  heathens  invented  a  chain 
of  beings  from  God  to  man,  and  a  more  extenSive  fyftem  of 
divine  natures.  The  Jews  had  brought  the  Sirft  and  only  God, 
that  they  acknowledged,  too  near  to  man,  and  had  made 
him  an  actor  immediately  and  perfonally,  as  it  were,  in  the 
creation  and  in  the  government  of  the  world.  This  was  too 
abfurd  for  heathen  divines.  It  could  never  enter  into  the  con- 
ception of  fuch  as  Plato,  for  inftance,  who  declared,  or  made 
the  Sirft  God  declare  in  the  Timaeus,  that  the  whole  animal 
world  muft  have  been  neceSTarily  immortal,    if  it  had  been  an 
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immediate  effect  of  the  firft  caufe.  The  fame  men  would  have 
deemed  it  a  profanation,  as  well  as  an  abfurdity;  and  to 
avoid  both  one  and  the  other,  they  aflumed  all  thole  inferior 
gods,  and  miniftring  Ipirits,  which  became  the  objects  of  lb 
much  idolatry. 

The  pythagorean  and  platonic  fchools  imagined  two  forts  of 
emanations  from  the  Supreme  Being,  as  it  has  been  hinted.  Some 
of  thefe  were  fuppofed  to  go  out  of  the  deity,  and  to  be  partici- 
pating beings.     So  they  were  called,  and  this  clafs  was  number- 
lefs ;   lince  it  contained  all  the  inferior  and  younger  gods,  and 
all  the  fpiritual  beings,    from  the  foul  of  the  world,     which 
Proclus,  or  one  of  the  fame  mad  tribe,  calls  the  elder  fitter, 
down  to  the  foul  of  man,    which  he  calls  the  younger  lifter. 
Other  emanations,  two  only,    were  aflumed  to  remain  in  the 
deity,  and  to  be  emanations,  that  do  not  emane,    goings  out, 
that  do  not  go  out,  the  Logos  or  firft  mind,   the  Pfyche  or  the 
firft  foul,    one  of  whom  was  the  Nous  ofANAXAGORAS,    the 
Demiurgus  or  the  maker  of  the  world,  and  the  other  a   living 
lelf-moving  principle,  that  gives  life  and  motion  to  all  that  lives 
and  moves.      This  was  a  trinity  in  the  godhead,  or  this  was  the 
godhead,  the  "  To  theion,"  fuch  as  feveral  of  the  latter  platonifts, 
who  turned  dogmatifts,  and  laid  alide  the  name  of  academici- 
ans, conceived  it  to  be.     True  it  is,  that  fcarce  any  two  of  the 
heathen  trinitarians  held  the  fame  language,  no  nor  any  one  of 
them  in  two  different  places.     It  was  the  language   of  men, 
who  rambled   from  one  arbitrary  hypothelis  to  another;     and 
what  I  am  to  obferve  particularly  here  is,  that  altho  they  fpoke 
fometimes  of  the  monad,    or  firft  unity  alone,   as  God,    yet 
they  afcribed  often  fo  much  to  the  fecond  god,     that  the  firft 
became  in  fbme  fort  a  non-entity,  an  abftract  or  notional  being, 
a  being  and  no  being,  without  eflence  or  nature,  becaufe  above 
them,  and   rather  an  intelligible  than  an  intelligent  principle. 

Vol.  IV.  O  o  o  Thus 
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Thus  they  left,  in  fome  fort,  no  place  to  the  one  true  God 
in  their  conceptions,  whilft  they  endeavoured  to  raife  him 
above  all  conception,  and  whilft  fome,  like  the  Jews,  employ- 
ed him  too  much  and  in  too  trifling  a  manner  in  the  for- 
mation and  government  of  the  world,  they  banifhedhim  al- 
moft  intirely  out  of  the  fyftem  of  his  works. 

I  have  mentioned  thefe  notions  the  rather,  becaufe  their  in- 
direct tendency  in  their  oppofition  to  judaifm  is  to  promote  po- 
ly theifm  and  idolatry,  as  I  faid  above ;  and  becaufe,  notwith- 
ftanding  this  tendency,  they  come  the  neareft  to  thofe  that 
prevailed  moft  in  the  chriftian  church,  to  thofe  particularly  that 
remained  unfixed  during  three  centuries,  and  that  required  the 
greateft  efforts  of  human  authority  to  reduce  them,  when  they 
were  fixed,  into  one  uniform  profeflion.  On  all  thefe  accounts 
it  is  proper  to  fpeak  a  little  more  largely  of  them. 

SECTION     XXVII. 

I  have  fpoken  fomewhere  of  the  ditheiftical  doctrine.  It 
was  very  antient,  no  doubt,  tho  not  fb  univerfally  profefTed  as 
Plutarch  reprefents  it  to  have  been.  Oromasdes  and  Ari- 
m an i us  were  the  good  and  the  bad  principle  among  the  Perfi- 
ans;  Osiris  and  Typhon  among  the  Egyytians.  Pythagoras 
has  been  fufpected,  not  convicted,  of  holding  this  doctrine; 
for  by  his  Duad,  or  evil  principle,  he  might  mean  nothing 
more  than  matter:  and  Plato  did  only  feem  to  lay  fome  foun- 
dation for  it,  by  his  hypothecs  concerning  the  original  of  evil. 
Cerdon  or  Marcion,  or  fome  of  the  gnoftics,  introduced  it 
into  chriftianity,  and  the  feci:  who  held  it  continued  under  the 
names  of  manichaeans  and  paulicians  from  the  third  till  the 
end  of  the  ninth  century.  As  repugnant  as  this  doctrine  is  to 
our  moft  clear  and  beft  determined  ideas,  it  feemed  to  account 

for 


ESSAY     THE     FOURTH.         467 

for  the   exiftence  of  evil  as  well  as   good,    and  for  the  fup- 
pofed  irregular,  unjuft  diftribution  of  them,    confidently  with 
the  belief  of  a  Supreme  Being,    infinitely  good.      This  was 
enough  for  fucharabian  and  perfian  philofophers,  as  Scythia- 
nus,  Terebinthus,    or  Manes,    and  indeed   for  moil  other 
philofophers,    in  ages  when  a  little  fuperficial  plaufibility  was 
fufficient  to  convert  any  hypothefis,  againft  the  evidence  of rea- 
fon,  into  a  dogma.     I  have  recalled  it  in  this  place,   becaufc 
it  leads  me  to  make  two  obfervations,  that  will  caff,  fome  light, 
the  fecond  efpecially,  on  the  obfeure  and  confufed  theology  of 
which  we  are  going  to  make  mention.     The  tritheiffical  doc- 
trine appears  then  to  be  as  antient  as  the  ditheiftical,     that  is, 
more  antient  than  our  moft  antient  traditions,   not  only  by  ma- 
ny direcl:   proofs,   but  even  by  this,   that  the  primitive  ditheifts 
feemed  to  borrow  from  the  other  fyftem,  when,    to   improve 
their  own,   fome  of  them  altered  it  fo  far  as  to  place  a  mediat- 
ing principle  between  the  good  and  the  evil  god.     A  ftrange 
kind  of  tritheifm  furely,    or  rather  a  fyftem  which  partook  of 
both,  and  was  neither.      We  may  obferve  in  the  next  place, 
that  the  fecond  god  of  the  ditheifts  kept  his  rank  but  ill,    and 
was  degraded,  from  a  coequality  and  coeternity  with  the  firft,  to 
be  an  inferior,  a  created,    a   fallen  being.     He  was,    indeed 
even  in  this  ftate  a  very  powerful  being ;   fince  he  could  tran- 
fport  the  fbn  of  God  from  the  defert  to  the  top  of  the  temple 
and  afterwards   to  that  of  an  high  mountain.     That  Jesus 
had  faffed  forty  days  and  forty  nights,    and  that  he  was  hun- 
gry,   ought   not  to  leffen  our   admiration    of  this  diabolical 
ftrength ;   lince  we  are  not  to  confider  it  as  bodily,    but  as  fpi- 
ritual  ftrength,  and  this  the  fon  of  God  could  exert,    as  it  ap- 
peared by  his  miracles,   tho  he  was  in   the  body.     The  devil 
notwithftanding  this  circumftance,   of  which  he  could  not  be 
ignorant,  confided  fo  much  in  his  own  ftrength,  and  was  fo 
impudent,  that  he  tempted  him,    that   he  tauntingly  quoted 
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paffages  of  the  fcripture  to  him,  as  Jesus  quoted  fome  to  the 
devil,  and  in  fhort,  that  he  infulted  him  fo  far  as  to  bid  him 
fall  down  and  worfhip  him  *.  Thefe  facts  muft  needs  give  us 
a  very  high  opinion  of  the  rank  which  the  principal  devil  held 
among  fpiritual  natures,  and  may  induce  us  to  think,  that  the 
devils,  over  whom  the  Chriftians  exercifed  fo  much  power  af- 
terwards, were  devils  of  inferior  fort:  fuch  as  Scythianus, 
Te  re  bin  thus,  and  other  magicians  ufed  to  invoke  from  the 
tops  of  houfes;  in  which  exercife  the  two  I  have  named  fell 
down  and  broke  their  necks,  according  to  Epiphanius,  or 
one  of  them  at  leaf!:.  But  ftill  the  devil,  the  firft  and  greateft 
of  the  diabolical  fociety,  was  a  degraded  being.  He  began  to 
be  fo  among  the  pagans.  Such  the  Chriftians  allowed  him  to 
be,  and  he  would  have  palled  no  longer  for  a  firft  principle, 
nor  a  god  felf-exiftent  and  independent  any  where,  if  the  he- 
retics here  fpoken  of  had  not  revived  and  propagated  this  abo- 
minable opinion. 

The  very  contrary  happened  in  the  tritheiftical  fyftem,  after 
the  eftablifhment  of  chriftianity :  and  the  fecond  and  the  third 
divine  hypoftafes  grew  by  degrees  not  only  into  a  fimilitude  of 
nature,  a  coequality  and  coeternity,  but  into  a  famenefs  with 
the  firft.  Let  us  defcend  into  fome  particulars,  concerning  the 
original  and  progrefs  of  this  theology.  If  it  is  matter  of  curio- 
fity,  it  is  matter  of  importance  too. 

I  said,  that  the  pagan  doctrine  of  a  trinity  was  more  anti- 
ent  than  tradition.  But  if  we  could  believe  thofe  ingenious  per- 
fons,  who  find  whatever  they  have  a  mind  to  find  in  the  Bible, 
we  fhould  believe  it  to  have  been  not  a  pagan  but  a  jewifh 
doctrine,  not  a  philofophical  hypothefis,  but  a  divine  revelati- 
on, not  only  older  than  tradition,  but  as  old  as  the  memorials 

*  Si  cadens  adoravcris  me.    Matth.  chap.  iv. 
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Moses    had  of  the  creation.     We  are  told  in  the  firft  chapter 
of  Generis,  that  when  God  clofed  the  work  of  the  creation,  he 
faid,   "  let  us  make  man  after  our  image  and  likenefs  *:"    and 
altho  he  is  made  to  fpeak,  on  the  fame  fubject,  in  the  lingular 
number,  immediately  afterwards,  yet  chriftian  divines  allure  us, 
that  the  father  addrefled  himfelf  in  thefe  words  to  the  fon  and 
holy  ghoft,    or  to  the  firft  of  them  at  leaft,  and  not  to  angels, 
nor  any  inferior  intelligences,  as  he  is  faid  to  have  done  in  the 
Timaeus  of  Plato.     This  difference  may  deferve  our  obferva- 
tion  the  more,  becaufe   Plato  in  his  writings  acknowledged 
a  trinity ;   whereas  there  is  no  direct  nor  clear  hint,  and  much 
lefs  any  exprefs  declaration,    of  a  trinity  in  this  place,    nor  in 
any  other  part  of  the  writings  of  Moses.      There  are  indeed, 
among  a  multitude  of  vague  and  obfeure  expreflions  in  the  books 
of  the  Old  Teftament,  fome  that  feem   to  intimate  like  this  a 
plurality  of  divine  beings,  and  thefe  have  been  hawled  to  figni- 
fy  the  chriftian  trinity,   tho  they  were  too  equivocal   and  too 
dark  to  ferve  the  purpofe  of  leading  men  to  the  difcovery  of  it, 
and  therefore  to  ferve  any  purpofe  at  all.     But  the  divines    I 
have  mentioned  would  do  well  to  confider,    that  they  have  a 
much  lefs  right  to  conclude,    that  the  authors  of  thefe  books, 
wherein  the  unity  of  the  godhead   is  every  where  eftablifhed, 
meaned  to  teach  a  plurality  of  hypoftafes  in  it  which  they  af- 
fert,  than  any  man  would  have  to  conclude  from  paflages,  that 
fpeak  of  God  in  the  lingular   number,    in  books  where  poly- 
theifm  is  conftantly  afferted,  that  thefe  authors  meaned  to  teach 
the  unity  of  the  godhead,    which  thefe  divines  deny  that  they 
did.     He  who  is  perfuaded,  as  lam,  that  many  of  thoie,  who 
were  polytheifts   in   one  fenfe,    were  monotheifts  in  another, 
might  aflert  the  latter  proportion  without  any  abfurdity.     But 
thefe  divines  cannot  affert  either  without  the  greateft,  and  efpe- 
cially  fince  they  know  in  how  vague  and  loofe  a  fenfe  the  word 

*  Faciamus  homincm  ad  imaginem  et  fimilitudinem  noftram. 
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god  is  employed  in  the  fcriptures,  where  it  Signifies  Sometimes 
a  king  or  a  chief  magistrate,  a  prophet  or  a  meffenger  from 
God,  as  we  find  in  Exodus  *,  in  Samuel  +,  in  the  Pfalms  §, 
in  the  gofpel  of  St.  John  ||,  and  perhaps  in  other  places. 

But  befides :    if  the  doctrine  of  a  trinity  was  found  in  ex- 
prefs  terms  in  the  pentateuch,    we  might  be   furprifed,    with 
fome  reafon,  that  Moses  had  taught  it  to  a  people  fo  Strongly 
addicted,   as  the  Ifraelites  were,  to  the  worfhip  of  many  gods, 
and  fo  little  able  to  conceive  the  equality  of  three  to  one,     and 
of  one  to  three,  a  trinity  in  an  unity,  and  an  unity  in  a  trinity ; 
to  a  people  to  whom  he  would  not  teach  the  doctrine  of  the  im- 
mortality of  the  foul  and  of  a  future  State,    on  account  of  the 
many  fuperilitions  which  this  doctrine  had  begot  in  Egypt,    as 
we  muft  believe,  or  believe  that  he  knew  nothing  of  it,  or  af  Sign 
fome  whimfical  reafon  of  this  omifTion.     But  even  in  this  cafe, 
which  fuppofes  an  exprefs  mention  of  the  trinity  in  the   penta- 
teuch,   we  could  frame  no  conclufive  argument  to  prove  this 
doctrine  mofaical  in  it's  origin.     The  religion,    as  well  as  go- 
vernment, of  the  Egyptians,  was  more  antient    than  that  of 
Moses.     He  was  learned  in  both;     he  borrowed  from  both; 
and  no  man  of  common  fenfe  can    believe  it  more  probable, 
whatever  he  may  pretend,  that  the  flaves  inftructed   their  ma- 
ilers, than  that  the  mailers  inftructed  their  flaves.     If  an   ex- 
prefs mention  of  the  trinity  was  made  in  other  parts  of  the  Old 
Teflament,  the  argument  would  be  flill  lefs  conclufive,  becaufe 
the  Jews  had  been  acquainted  with  fchools  wherein  this  doc- 
trine was  taught,  either  as  an  hidden  or  public  doctrine,   long 
before  thefe  books   were  renewed  by  Esdras,    I  ufe  bifhop 
Huet's  **  expreflion,  before  fome    of  them  were  writ,  per- 

*  Exod.  chap.  iv.  ver.  16.    ibid.  chap.  vii.  ver.  i.  -f  1  Sam.  chap,  xxviii. 

ver.  13.  §  Pfalm  Ixxxi.  ||  Gofp.  St.  John  chap.  x.  ver.  34. 

*  *  In  Demon.  Evang.  "  inftauravit." 
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haps,  and  before  the  canon  of  them  was  completed,  we  know 
very  certainly  neither  by  whom  nor  when. 

If  this  doctrine  was  not  mofaical,  neither  was  it  platonical 
in  it's  origin,  and  much  lefs  was  it  invented  by  the  latter  plato- 
nifts  in  imitation  of  the  chriftian  trinity.  Plato  fpcaks  of  one 
moft  fimple  being,  the  firft  intelligible.  He  fpcaks  of  a  firft 
mind,  and  a  firft  foul,  that  foul  of  the  world,  fome  materi- 
als of  which  were  left  by  God,  in  the  bowl  •  in  which  he  made 
it,  to  be  mingled  up  into  the  fouls  of  men ;  for  it  was  but  rea- 
fonable,  that  the  foul  of  man  fhould  be  lefs  perfect  than  the 
foul  of  the  univerfe.  That  Plato  was  lincerely  a  dogmatift  I 
am  far  from  believing,  and  I  have  on  this  head  more  regard  to 
Tully  than  to  St.  Austin.  But  the  latter  platonicians,  who 
were  fuch,  taught  this  doctrine,  like  others  of  his  theological 
and  metaphyiical  whimfies,  for  in  him  and  them  they  were 
whimfies,  in  that  ftyle.  They  were  often  a  little  lefs  intelli- 
gible than  he.  What  we  do  not  underftand  in  Plato,  we 
muft  not  expect  to  underftand  better  in  Plotinus,  in  Jam- 
blicus,  in  Proclus,  nor  in  the  fummary  of  his  doctrine  by 
Alcinous,  nor,  in  fhort,  in  any  of  thofe  writers  whofe  heads 
have  been  turned  with  pythagorean  and  platonic  theology.  It 
was  all  the  unmeaning  jargon  of  egyptian  and  eaftern  metaphy- 
fics,  and  it  did  not  acquire  more  meaning  and  perfpicuity 
among  the  Greeks.  On  the  contrary,  I  can  eafily  perfuade 
myfelf,  that  this  jargon  became  ftill  more  obfcurc  by  the  fup- 
pofed  improvements  of  grecian  philofophy.  But  ftill  the  firft 
principles  of  it,  and  of  this  doctrine  in  particular,  were  more 
antient  than  the  philofophical  aera  in  Greece.  Strabo  fays, 
that  the  colleges  of  the  egyptian  priefts  were  defert  in  his  time, 
and  he  lived  two  or  three  centuries  fooner  than  Plotinus,  Por- 
phyry, and  Jamblicus.     But  there  is   no  color  to  conclude 

*  Crater  is  the  word  Mars.  Ficin.  ufes. 
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from  hence,  that  the  theology  thefe  priefts  had  taught  was 
loft  and  forgot,  when  thefe  philofophers  arofe  among  others, 
and  the  fchool  of  Alexandria  florifhed.  There  were  men  ftill 
famous  for  their  knowledge,  an  Abammon,  an  Anebo  for  in- 
ftance ;  and  Jamblicus,  who  anfwered  Porphyry's  inquiries 
in  a  manner  too  myfterious  not  to  be  genuine,  cites  the  autho- 
rity of  egyptian  fcriptures  and  traditions.  The  author  of  the 
intellectual  fyftem  mentions  a  paflage  which  we  may  well  take 
on  his  word,  without  confulting  the  original,  wherein  Jambli- 
cus fpeaks  plainly  of  three  divine  hypoftafes  in  the  egyptian 
theology.  Eicton,  an  indivifible  unity  worfhipped  in  filence. 
Emeph,  the  fame  probably  as  Kneph,  and  Hammon  or  Ptha, 
or  Osiris,  an  adtive  principle  that  was  called  by  different 
names  according  to  the  different  powers  and  energies  afcribed 
to  it.  Thefe  were  the  Phanes,  Uranus,  and  Cronus,  of 
Orpheus.  The  three  gods  praifed  by  the  pythagoricians. 
Thefe  were  the  three  kings,  the  firft  good,  the  firft  mind, 
and  the  firft  foul,  of  Plato.  Pythagoras  had  been  inftrucl:- 
ed  in  the  orphic  myfteries  by  Aglaophemus,  and  Plato  was 
the  next  who  received  a  perfect  knowledge  of  all  thefe  divine 
things  out  of  the  pythagoric  and  orphic  writings,  according  to 
the  teftimony  of  Proclus,  in  the  firft  of  his  fix  books  con- 
cerning the  platonic  philofophy. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  notion  of  a  trinity  made  a  part  of 
egyptian  theology,  and  had  been  communicated  to  the  Greeks 
even  by  Orpheus,  that  is,  five  or  fix  centuries  before  the  ba- 
by Ionian  captivity,  and  therefore  long  before  Esdras,  and  long 
after  Hermes.  It  is  not  worth  while  to  make  any  obfervation 
on  thefe  dates,  which  would  admit  of  feveral,  nor  to  fpeak  of 
the  zoroaftrian,  chaldaic,  or  famothracian  trinities,  any  farther 
than  to  obferve,  that  Democritus  had  written  a  commentary 
on  the  facred  letters  of  the  Babylonians,  and  that  both  he  and 
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Hostanes,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  Xerxes,  and  was  him- 
felf  a  Chaldaean,  had  taught  the  philofophy  of  that  people  or  fedt 
to  the  Greeks,  and  that  this  philofophy  was  underftood  to  com- 
prehend all  the  learning  of  the  Eaft.      I  proceed  rather  to  ob- 
serve, that  this    doctrine  was  taught  with  fo  much  confufion, 
that  the  three  gods  were  fpoken  of  fometimes  collectively,  and 
that  at  other  times  each  of  them  was  fpoken  of  alone.     The  fc- 
cond  was  fometimes,  and  moft  frequently,  reputed  the  maker 
of  this  vifible  world.     He  was  reprefented  at  other  times  to 
be  the  firft  god,  what  light  is  to  the  fun,  and  I  have  read  that 
Athanasius  employed  this  comparifon  after  the  heathen  divines, 
tho  it  be  abfurd  even  to  ridicule,  in  his  fyftem  or  in  theirs. 
Sometimes  the   third  hypoftafis  was  fpoken  of  as  the  maker 
of  all  things,  according  to  patterns  exifting  in  the  fecond,  and 
at  other  times  only  as  a  foul  which -animated  the  material  world, 
and  which   together  with   it   compofed  one   mighty  animal. 
But  the  general  run  of  opinion  was  different  and  more  uni- 
form.    None  of  thefe  heathen  trinitarians  had  ever  imagined 
three  gods,     enentially   one,     and  one   god  eflentially  three. 
Whenever  they  fpoke  of  three  hypoftafes,   they  all  fuppofed 
them  diflinct  and  fubordinate.     Rap  in  *  acknowledges  that 
Proclus  did  diftinguifh  them  fo  ;   but  he  afferts  that  Ploti- 
nus  did  not.     Whence  the  jefuit  took  this,    I  am  ignorant. 
But  it  is  certain  that  far  from  confounding  them,  or  faying 
that  they  were  all  one  god,  Plotinus  has  faid  the  very  con- 
trary in  many  places,  and  particularly  where  he  approves  Pla- 
to's explanation  of  the  doctrine  of  Parmenides,  and  teaches 
a  firft,   fecond  and  third  unity  in  fubordination. 

*  Comp.  de  Platon  et  Aristote. 
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SECTION     XXVIII. 

Since  I  have  faid  fo  much  on  this  fubject,  I  will  juft  men- 
tion fome  of  the  notions  which  thefe  pneumatical  madmen, 
Heathens,  Jews,  and  Chriftians  entertained  concerning  fpiritual 
natures  inferior  to  thefe.  I  obferve  then,  that  an  affectation 
of  inveftigating  and  explaining  the  original  and  nrft  principles 
of  things  was  the  reigning  folly  of  antient  philofophers.  Thus 
the  fyftems  of  cofmogony  were,  like  that  of  He  si  od,  fo  many 
fyftems  of  theogony,  and  the  phyfiology  of  the  univerfe  was 
nothing  better  than  a  wild  rhapfody  of  fables  and  allegories. 
When  thefe  would  not  pafs,  except  on  the  ignorant  and  fuper- 
ftitious  vulgar,  they  proceeded  to  a  more  refined  manner  of 
philofophifing.  What  they  could  not  account  for  by  any 
knowledge  they  had  of  the  fenfible  world,  they  endeavoured  to 
account  for  by  the  hypothefes  they  framed  of  an  intellectual 
world.  The  fenfible  phaenomena  here  below,  to  fpeak  accord- 
ing to  their  conceptions,  pafled  before  them,  and  difappeared 
like  the  figures  of  a  moving  picture.  They  faw  nothing  perma- 
nent, nothing  primarily  efficient,  a  multitude  of  effects,  no  caufe. 
They  looked  up  to  the  heavens.  Their  fenfes  were  ftruck.  Thev 
\vere  furprifed  into  idolatry  nrft,  they  admired  afterwards,  and 
the  more  they  examined,  the  more  they  admired.  But  their 
reafon  was  not  fatisfied,  nor  the  ends  of  their  inquiries  attained ; 
their  reafon  was  not  fatisfied,  becaufe  they  difcovered  nothing  but 
effects  above  as  well  as  below,  no  felf-  exiftent,  felf-  moving  and 
intelligent  caufes.  The  ends  of  their  inquiries  were  not  attained, 
becaufe  they  inquired  after  fuch  caufes  as  thefe,  inftead  of  refolv- 
ing  all  ultimately  into  the  infinite  wifdom  and  power  of  one  firft 
efficient  caufe,  which  is  the  proper  conclufion  of  every  phyflcal 
inquiry.  It  folves  every  difficulty  to  a  reafonable  mind,  that  has 
inquired  as  far  as  the  phaenomena  lead  us;  and  if  it  did  not,  the 
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want  of  a  fufficient  reafon  in  them  would  be  no  reafon  for  feeking 
one  out  of  them.     It  would  be  a  reafon  for  flopping  all  inquiry. 

Here  we  may  fix  the  beginning  of  metaphyfics.     The  ends 
of  their  refearches  were  unattainable.     Phyfics  could  not  reach 
to  them.     But  inftead  of  abandoning  thefe  objects,  philofophers 
refolved  to  change  their  method,  to  begin  where  they  had  hoped 
in  vain  to  end,  and  to  invent  what  they  had  flattered  themfelves 
that  they  mould  difcover.      For  this  purpofe,  the  ideas  of  Pla- 
to were  devifed,  which  fome  imagine  to  be  the  fame  with  the 
numbers  of  Pythagoras  *.    The  firft  ftrangely  abfurd,    the 
fecond  quite  unintelligible.      I  mall  fpeak,    therefore,   of  the 
firft   alone.     Now  the  fecond  hypoftaiis,  or  the  firft  mind,  is 
according  to  this  hypothefis  an  architypal  world,  which  con- 
tains  intelligibly  all  that  is  contained  fenfibly  in  our  world. 
Thefe  are  the  tilings  which  truly  are,  and  the  phaenomena,. 
which  appear  realities  to  fenfe,  are  nothing  more  than  their  faint, 
tranfient,  and  fallacious  images.     Thefe  are  the  eternal,  im- 
mutable patterns  of  things  ;  not  only  of  fimple  ideas  which  we 
receive,  but  of  complex  ideas  which  we  make ;   not  only  of 
fubftances,   but  of  modes  and  relations.     There  is  a  firft  white- 
nefs,  or  a  firft  fweetnefs,  as  there  is  a  firft  pulchritude,  or  a 
firft  gratitude,  a  firft  bignefs  or  a  firft  littlenefs.      Thefe  are, 
therefore,  the  true  objects  of  fcience.    Some  of  the  heathen  di- 
vines fuppofed  every  one  of  thefe  pretended  abftraft  ideas  to  be 
a  firft  principle  or  a  divine  being,  and  there  are  chriftian  divines 
who  fcruple  not  to  talk  of  them  as  of  eternal  incorporeal  effences, 
independent  of  God  himfelf.     Plato  ere&ed  a  myftic  ladder, 
and  he  makes  Socrates  advife  his  auditors  to  climb  by  it  into 
the  region  of  forms,  that  is,  from  opinion  to  knowledge.    Male- 
branche  has  no  need  of  it.     Things  out  of  the  mind  he  fees  in 
God ;  and  concerning  things  in  it,  he  interrogates  the  Logos. 

*  Bruc.  de  convenientiii  numerorum  Pythag.  cum  ideis  Plat. 
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Pythagoras  and  Plato  had  learned  of  their  eaftern  maf- 
ters,  and  had  taught  others,  to  imagine  a  confufed  multitude  of 
fpiritual  natures  befides  thefe,  and  befides  the  three  firft  princi- 
ples, under  the  different]names  of  gods,  angels,  daemons,  and 
genii,  fpirits  above  the  moon,  good,  happy,  and  immortal ; 
and  fpirits  below  the  moon,  where  death,  mifery,  and  all  that  is 
evil  refides.  In  this  fyftem  all  is  intelligible  above,  all  is  fenfi- 
ble  below.  Nor  was  this  number  of  gods  and  other  fpiritual 
natures  confufed  alone.  It  was  indefinite  too,  and  liable  to  be 
increafed  as  philofophical  purpofes,  and  public  or  even  private 
fuperftition,  required.  The  latter  pythagoricians  and  plato- 
nifts,  whom  I  confound  becaufe  their  doctrines  were  confound- 
ed together,  far  from  foftening  the  grofs  and  moft  palpable 
abfurdities  of  which  we  have  fpoken,  imagined,  befides  all 
thefe  beings,  and  immaterial  entities  refiding  in  the  firft  mind, 
an  inconceivable  number  of  eons,  that  is,  of  immortal  fpiritual 
beings  proceeding  by  irradiation,  emanation,  or  fome  other 
metaphyseal  generation,  from  the  firft  being,  and  inhabiting 
the  heavens  and  the  ftars.  Thus  if  they  did  not  determine  the 
number  of  fpiritual  natures  in  general,  as  the  number  of  angels 
was  not  determined  by  the  Jews,  they  reduced  them  into  de- 
terminate clafles  at  leaft,  and  made  them  more  apparently, 
and  more  immediately,  dependent  on  the  three  hypofta- 
fes  that  compofed  their  deity.  Thefe  were  not  called  gods  in- 
deed, tho  they  might  have  paffed  for  fuch  of  the  generated  kind 
at  leaft ;  and  tho  there  were  fome  perfons  who  held  the  four 
firft  eons  to  be  the  tetrade  of  Pythagoras,  nay  tho  fome  were 
abfurd  enough  to  call  the  firft  felf-exifting  fpirit  an  eon,  that  is 
an  emanation,  and  therefore  a  contradiction  as  monftrous  as 
that  imputed  to  the  fabellians,  who  aftumed,  it  has  been  faid, 
that  God  the  father  was  his  own  fon,  and  God  the  foil  his  own 
father.     But  the  word  god  began  to  be  more  fparingly  ufed, 
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and  for  that  rcafon  thefe  doctrines  might  be,  as  they  were,  the 
more  eafily  received  by  many  who  profefTed  chriftianity.  The 
Jews,  I  fuppofe,  might  hold  thefe  emanations  flowing  from 
the  divine  eflence,  like  beams  from  the  fun,  juft  as  well  as 
their  ten  fuperior  lights  called  fcphiroth  ;  and  the  Chriftians 
might  well  admit  eons  into  their  fyftem,  fince  they,  as  well  as 
the  Jews,  admitted  cherubim  and  feraphim,  archangels  and 
angels.  From  the  hypothecs,  therefore,  of  a  trinity  of  fupreme 
but  fubordinate  gods,  fubordinate  to  one  another,  a  trinity  of 
ranks  or  orders  of  beings  was  derived.  A  multitude  of  unities 
proceeding  from  the  firft  unity,  and  fuperior  to  the  firft  mind ; 
a  multitude  of  minds  proceeding  from  the  firft  mind,  and  fu- 
perior to  the  firft  foul ;  a  multitude  of  fouls  proceeding  from  the 
firft  foul,  and  fuperior  to  all  other  natures ;  for  they  dreamed 
too  of  an  univerfal  nature  fometimes,  I  know  not  whether  in  or 
out  of  the  Deity,  from  which  all  particular  natures  and  all  plaf- 
tic  principles  flowed. 

By  thefe  means  fufficient  provifion  was  made  for  fuperftition 
and  theological  fpeculations.  The  fame  prefumption,  and  the 
fame  mifapplication  and  abufe  of  human  reafon  that  milled  the 
heathen,  milled  the  chriftian  world,  and  erected  the  moft  ex- 
travagant hypothefes,  that  delirious  imaginations  could  frame, 
into  dogmas  concerning  divine  and  fpiritual  nature.  The  hea- 
then had  in  their  power  that  rule  of  inquiry,  and  that  crite- 
rion of  truth,  which  God  has  given  to  all  his  rational  creatures 
in  the  manifeftation  of  his  nature  and  attributes,  as  far  as  we 
are  able  to  collect  them  from  the  fyftem  of  his  works,  and 
from  the  courfe  of  his  providence.  It  was  therefore  a  great 
prefumption,  and  a  great  abufe  of  reafon,  in  thofe  philofo- 
phers,  to  neglect  this  rule  and  this  criterion  ;  to  inquire  often 
without  one,  and  to  judge  often  againft  the  other.  But  the 
chriftian  divines  have  done  worfe.     They  have  another  rule, 

and 
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and  another  criterion,  betides  thefe,  fupernatural  as  well  as  natural 
religion,  the  word  as  well  as  the  works  of  God.  One  of  thefe 
might  carry  their  knowledge  farther  than  the  other,  and  it  car- 
ries indeed  this  kind  of  knowledge,  fuch  as  it  is,  a  great  way ; 
but  they  were  inexcufable  when  they  pretended  to  acquire  any 
knowledge,  on  fuch  important  and  awful  fubjecls  efpecially, 
beyond  both.  They  did  it  however.  Metaphyseal  heathens  and 
cabaliftical  Jews  impofed  their  refveries  on  chriftian  fathers; 
and  they  impofed  them  on  the  whole  chriftian  church,  mingled 
up  with  thofe  of  their  own  overheated  brains. 

But  there  is  another  caufe  of  this  pneumatical  madnefs  to 
be  mentioned.  It  was  not  due  alone  to  the  fondnefs  philofo- 
phers  had  of  feeming  to  account  metaphylically  for  what 
they  could  not  account  phyfically;  it  was  due  likewife  to 
a  fondnefs  of  another  kind,  to  a  fondnefs  of  making  man  pals 
for  one  of  thofe  beings  that  participated  of  the  divine  na- 
ture. This  had  long  pofTerTed  the  heathen  theifts,  and  it  pof- 
feffed  the  Chriftians  with  more  advantage.  Neither  of  them 
pretended  to  fuch  conftant  communications,  and  familiar  con- 
ventions with  the  Supreme  Being,  as  the  Jews  did ;  tho  both 
of  them  boafted  of  divine  influences,  of  infpirations,  and  of 
revelations  made  to  them  fleeping  and  waking.  But  then  both 
of  them  boafted  a  natural,  tho  diftant  relation  with  the  Su- 
preme Being,  not  only  the  moral  relation  of  creatures  to  their 
Creator,  but  the  natural  relation  of  defcendants  to  their  com- 
mon anceftor,  a  cognation,  as  Cudworth  calls  it,  a  fort  of 
fpiritual  confanguinity.  Several  hypothefes  had  lengthened  the 
chain  of  being  very  far  from  God  downwards:  and  as  divi- 
nity had  been  hawled  down,  humanity  had  been  hoifted  up, 
fometimes  by  grofs  and  corporeal  reprefentations,  fometimes  by 
fuch  as  were  more  refined  and  fpiritual.  Man  was  made  after 
the  image  of  God  in  more  fyftems  than  one,  or  rather  God  was 
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made  after  the  image  of  man.  The  anthropomorphite  herefy 
reprefented  him  with  all  the  members,  the  fhape  and  figure  of 
an  human  body ;  and  how  the  idolatrous  heathens  reprefented 
all  their  gods,  and  none  more  than  Jupiter  himfelf,  in  hu- 
man bodies,  and  in  human  operations,  is  enough  known.  But 
there  were  other  fyftems  in  which  the  fimilitude  and  natural  re- 
lation between  God  and  man  were  reprefented  under  images 
more  refined  and  fpiritual. 

In  the  jewifh  fyftem,  however,  we  underftand  the  words  of 
Moses,  the  Supreme  Being  made  the  body  of  man  of  the  dirt 
of  the  earth.  But  the  human  foul  was  a  portion  of  divine 
breath,  "  divinae  particula  aurae."  God  breathed  it  into  his 
face,  and  he  became  a  living  foul  * ;  as  God  is  faid,  in  fcripture 
language,  to  be  the  living  God.  In  the  platonic  fyftem,  infe- 
rior intelligences  were  commiilioned  to  make  the  whole  animal 
kind,  left  they  fhould  have  been  all  immortal ;  but  God  referv- 
ed  to  himfelf  the  foul  of  man,  which  he  made  of  the  fame 
fubftance  as  the  foul  of  the  univerfe,  only  a  little  lefs  perfect, 
as  it  has  been  faid.  In  the  fyftem  we  fpeak  of,  the  divinity  is 
allied  to  humanity  as  effectually  as  the  pride  of  man  could  de- 
fire,  as  effectually  as  in  either  of  thefe.  We  affume,  and  the 
latter  platonicians  as  well  as  their  founder  affumed,  that  man  is 
compounded  of  body  and  foul.  As  Plato  aflerted,  that  all  fouls 
were  made  at  once,  fo  they  aflerted,  that  all  fouls  were  made  of 
the  fame  nature.  Human  fouls,  therefore,  proceeding  from  the 
firft  foul,  which  was  fometimes  confounded  with,  and  fometimes 
diftinguifhed  from  the  foul  of  the  univerfe,  and  this  foul  being 
fuperior  to  all  natures,  except  the  minds  proceeding  from  the 
firft  mind,  and  the  unities  proceeding  from  the  firft  unity,  the 
relation  between  God  and  man  was  not  very  remote ;  whether 

*  Infpiravit  in  faciem  ejus  fpiraculum  vitae,    et  faftus  eft  homo  in  animam 
viventem. 
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they  thought  that  the  three  hypoflafes  compofed  one  deity,  as 
two  fubftances  compofed  one  man ;  or  whether  they  thought, 
that  the  three  were  diftindl  fubordinate  fubfiflencies,  and  the  foul 
the  loweft  of  them.  The  relation,  I  fay,  was  not  very  remote 
either  way ;  and  thefe  philofophers  might  think  their  hypothecs 
the  more  decent  for  not  making  this  relation  clofer.  Proclus 
therefore,  or  Plotinus,  or  one  of  that  tribe,  had  reafon,  you 
fee,  on  this  plan  of  theology  to  call  the  foul  of  the  world  the 
elder  fitter  of  the  human  foul:  and  if  Origen  did  not  come 
fully  up  to  all  thefe  extravagances,  he  came  very  near  to  them, 
when  he  afferted,  that  there  was  no  difference,  but  that  of  me- 
rit, between  the  foufe  of  archangels  and  angels,  of  devils  and 
of  men.  The  foul  of  Christ,  according  to  this  father,  who 
was  perhaps  the  greateft  of  the  fathers,  was  of  the  fame  na- 
ture as  all  other  rational  fouls,  and  was  infeparably  united  with 
God,  or  made  one  with  the  word  *,  only  on  account  of  fupe- 
rior  merit  in  a  pre-exifting  ftate. 

Thus  human  pride,  as  well  as  human  curiofity,  was  indulg- 
ed by  heathen  philofophers  and  by  platonifing  Chriftians.  They 
grew  up  into  a  fort  of  pneumatical  madnefs,  or  metaphyfics 
were  the  dotage  of  phyfics:  take  which  of  the  images  you 
pleafe.  What  thefe  wild  or  dreaming  philofophers  could  not 
do  by  any  hypothecs  about  body,  they  attempted  to  do 
by  the  hypothecs  of  a  foul :  and  fince  they  could  not  make 
man  participant  of  the  divine  nature  by  his  body,  however 
animated  up  to  rationality,  or  with  whatever  adventitious  pow- 
ers they  might  fuppofe  it  endued,  they  thought  fit  to  add  a 
diftinc"t  fpiritual  to  his  corporeal  fubftance,  and  to  aflume  him 
to  be  a  compound  of  both.  A  great  variety  of  hypothefes  was 
built  on  this  one;    but  immortality  was  common  to  them  all. 

* infeparabilem  cum  Deo  fecerit  unitatem cum  VerboDei  unum  efficitur. 

Orig.  de  princip.  lib.  I. 
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In  all  of  them,  man  was  allied  to  God  by  fome  metaphyfical 
genealogy:  and  even  thofe  of  them,  which,  giving  him  im- 
mortality, expofed  him  to  eternal  damnation  by  it,  were  fond- 
ly received.  He  who  confiders  what  our  manner  of  knowing 
is,  what  the  faculties  of  our  minds  are,  what  the  means  we  have 
of  acquiring  knowledge  are;  and  how  uncertain,  how  preca- 
rious, how  confined  it  is  in  the  higheft  degree  of  it;  will  think 
the  foul  as  unfit  to  be  participant  of  the  divine  nature  as  the 
body.  Nay  Plato,  whom  I  quote  on  thefe  occafions,  "  inftar 
"  omnium,"  was  fo  little  able  to  prove  the  exiftence  and  im- 
mortality of  the  foul,  and  talked  fo  much  nonfenfe  about  the 
cflence  and  efTential  properties  of  it,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
have  recourfe  from  natural  to  moral  arguments,  which  are  in- 
deed more  plaufible,  but  not  more  conclufive. 

When  thefe  notions  were  once  eftablifhed,  it  was  no  hard 
matter  to  perfuade  men,  nay  it  was  no  hard  matter  for  thofe, 
who  had  a  difpofition  and  a  temper  of  brain  prone  to  enthufi- 
afm,  to  perfuade  themfelves,  that  by  various  methods  of  purifi- 
cation, and  by  intenfe  meditation,  which  were  in  truth  fo  ma- 
ny methods  of  growing  mad,  they  could  abftra<5t  themfelves 
from  all  fenfible  objeds,  wrap  themfelves  up  in  pure  intellect, 
and  be  united  to  the  Supreme  Being.  This  madnefs  has  pre- 
vailed, and  frill  prevails,  under  fome  form  or  other,  and  with 
little  difference,  in  the  Eaft  and  in  the  Weft,  among  Chri- 
ftians  and  heathens,  among  the  orthodox  and  heretics.  I  need 
not  quote  inftances.  They  have  been  frequent  and  notorious 
in  China,  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  in  Europe.  Pythagoras 
and  Plato  taught,  that  the  fupreme  good  of  men  was  to  be 
like  God,  and  to  be  gods  at  laft.  Such  opinions  as  thefe  were 
held,  with  fome  variety  of  expreffion  more  than  of  fubftance, 
by  the  manichaeans  and  other  heretics.  The  moft  orthodox  fa- 
thers fpoke  of  the  communion  of  men  with  God,  as  of  a  my- 
•     Vol.  IV.  Q^q  q  ftery 
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ftery  unknown  indeed  to  men  and  angels  till  it  was  revealed, 
but  fufpedted  by  the  heathen  philofophers,  who  were  impelled 
to  deiire  it  by  a  natural  inftinct.  A  ftrange  aflertion  this  muft 
appear,  and  equally  falfe  in  every  part.  The  communion  of 
man  with  God  was  not  a  fufpicion,  it  was  a  dogma,  true  or 
falfe,  and  an  article  of  the  platonic  faith?  for  Plato  too  re- 
quired faith  in  traditional  dodlrines.  It  was  not  any  particu- 
lar inftincT:,  that  impelled  the  heathen  to  defire  this  communi- 
on, it  was  their  pride  and  abfurdity,  the  very  human  affections 
and  paflions  from  which  thefe  men  pretended  to  be  freed,  that 
produced  this  prefumptuous  defire. 

Such  extravagant  doctrines  concerning  divine  and  fpiritual 
natures  being  taught  with  much  confufion  in  the  fchools  of 
heathen  theology,  they  could  not  fail  to  be  taught  in  thofe  of 
chriftianity  with  the  fame  confufion,  and  to  produce  all  the 
different  opinions,  that  divided  the  chriftian  church.  None 
of  them  knew  very  diftinclly  what  they  meaned  by  the  word 
fpirit  and  fpiritual  fubftance,  which  were  lb  often  in  their 
mouths.  That  they  meaned  in  general  nothing  more  than 
breath,  like  animal  breath,  and  a  thin  fubtile  matter  that  efcap- 
ed  human  fight  in  the  ordinary  way  of  feeing,  is  evident.  They 
faid,  after  Zoroaster  and  the  magi,  that  God  was  original 
light,  or  an  intelligent  fire.  They  faid,  that  this  light  was  in- 
corporeal, and  yet  they  talked  of  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  de- 
fcribed  a  very  corporeal  light,  invifible,  however,  to  all  eyes 
that  were  not  fortified  like  thofe  that  enjoy  the  beatific  vifion. 
In  fhort,  fpirituality  did  not  imply  incorporeity,  and  if  one  of 
thofe  great  divines  was  at  hand  to  be  afked  what  he  meaned  by 
fpiritual  fubftance,  he  would  anfwer  in  fome  metaphyseal  jar- 
gon ;  he  would  tell  us,  perhaps,  that  it  is  a  fubftance  "  ab  e£- 
"  fentialitate  fuccifa,"  which  are  words  I  have  read,  but  can- 
not tranflate. 

S  E  CU 
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SECTION     XXIX. 

But  it  is  time  I  mould  return  to  fpeak  of  the  trinity,  and  to 
mew  what  difcordant  opinions  arofe  about  it  among  the  Chrifti- 
ans;  for  among  the  heathens,  tho  there  were  different  opinions, 
yet  it  was  rather  a  fecret  doctrine,  in  which  philofophers  inftruct- 
ed  their  fcholars  behind  the  curtain,  than  a  doctrine  which  they 
published  to  all  men  indifferently.  Now  it  is  impoflible  to  con- 
ceive any  thing  more  monftrous  than  fome  of  thefe  opinions,  or 
more  litigated,  or  longer  unfettled  than  others.  The  leaft  we 
have  to  obferve  of  this  kind  is  about  the  firft  hypoftafis,  and 
yet  fomething  of  this  kind  is  to  be  obferved  about  that.  For 
inftance,  tho  we  cannot  explain  God's  manner  of  being,  and 
tho  to  attempt  it  is  unpardonable  prefumption,  yet  we  may, 
and  we  muft  affert,  that  he  is  not  a  fyftem  of  matter ;  becaufe 
there  arife,  from  the  contrary  fuppofition,  a  multitude  of  ab- 
surdities, that  cannot  deftroy  the  demonstration  of  his  exiftence, 
but  that  are  inconfiftent  with  it:  notwithstanding  which,  the 
fathers  of  the  church  fpoke  of  him  fometimes,  in  fuch  terms, 
that  to  make  out  any  fenfe  in  what  they  faid,  we  muft  under- 
Hand  them  to  have  thought  him  material,  at  leaft  not  im- 
material, and  what  they  thought  him  then  it  is  not  pofTible 
to  conceive. 

But  the  various  doctrines  that  were  taught  about  the  fecond 
and  third  hypoftafls,  the  fecond  efpecially,  are  ftill  more  be- 
yond all  conception  extravagant  and  profane.  Concerning 
thefe,  and  one  or  two  more,  it  is  neceflary,  that  I  fhould  de- 
fcend  into  fome  particulars,  in  order  to  fhew,  not  only  that  pri- 
vate authority  has  impofed  private  opinions,  that  is,  heresies, 
but  that  public  authority,  the  authority  of  the  whole  chriftian 
church,  has  impofed  opinions  which  are,   therefore,    deemed 
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orthodox ;  altho  many  of  them  are  as  abfurd  as  any  of  thofe 
which  are  deemed  heretical,  many  of  them  as  difputable, 
many  of  them  as  little  warranted  by  the  gofpel,  and  many  of 
them  as  incompatible  with  true  theifm ;  becaufe  if  they  do 
not  deny  God,  they  do  fomething  as  bad,  nay  worfe  in  Plu- 
tarch's fenfe,  and,  in  common  fenfe,  they  defame  him.  From 
a  consideration  of  fome  few  of  thefe  opinions  and  doctrines,  it 
will  appear  how  unfafely  we  truft,  in  matters  of  religion,  to 
the  authority  of  other  men,  which  may  lead  us,  and  has  led  all 
thofe  who  have  fubmitted  to  it,  under  pretence  of  making  them 
better  Chriftians,  to  be  little  if  at  all  better  than  atheifts.  From 
a  contemplation  of  the  confequences  of  thefe  opinions  and 
doctrines,  it  will  appear  that  theology  has  made  chriftianity  ri- 
diculous to  men  of  fenfe,  I  mean  the  chriftianity  that  has  been 
eftablifhed  by  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  authority,  and  a  perpetual 
bone  of  contention  to  fools.  It  will  appear  that  the  atheiftical 
objection  to  religion,  which  has  been  mentioned,  groundlefs  as 
it  is,  receives  a  color  from  the  inventions  and  the  conduct  of 
that  order  of  men,  who  have  arrogated  to  themfelves,  ex- 
clusively of  all  others,  the  name  and  the  power  of  a  church, 
and  whom  Chriftians  are  accuftomed  to  think  and  to  call  the 
church. 

There  have  been  reports,  for  fuch  ftories  deferve  to  be  ef- 
teemed  no  more,  that  Simon,  who  was  a  Samaritan,  declared 
himfelf  among  that  people  to  be  the  father,  among  the  Jews 
to  be  the  fon>  and  among  the  Gentiles  to  be  the  holy  ghoft  ; 
that  he  palled  the  operations  of  his  magical  art  for  miracles, 
and  that  he  broke  his  neck  at  laft  in  attempting  to  fly  before 
Nero,  notwithftanding  which  he  was  adored  at  Rome.  This 
latter  circumftance,  indeed,  was  founded  on  a  blunder  that  has, 
been  fince  detected  ;  tho  it  impofed  on  Justin  the  martyr  in 
the  fecond  century,  and  which  is  much  more  ftrange,  on  Eras- 
mus 
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mus  *  in  the  fixteenth.  Mont  anus  pretended  to  be  the  paraclete 
in  the  third  century  ;  or  that  God  who  had  preached  and  fiif- 
fered  in  Christ,  inhabited  by  the  holy  ghoft  in  him.  The 
excufe  he  made  for  coming  fb  late,  when  Jesus  had  promifed 
that  he  mould  come  fo  much  fooner,  was  the  unpreparedncfs 
of  the  world  to  receive  any  fooner  that  aufterity  of  religious  ob- 
fcrvances  which  he  prefcribed  and  practifed.  They  were  in- 
credibly great,  and  fuch  as  may  render  it  probable  that  this 
impoftor  died  the  death  of  the  tray  tor  Judas,  that  he  hanged 
himfelf  in  a  fit  of  defpair,  as  chriftian  writers  have  affirmed. 
Such  tales  as  thefe  would  not  deferve  to  be  mentioned,  if  they 
did  not  ferve  to  fhew  the  fanatical  fpirit  of  thofe  ages,  and  to 
take  off  our  wonder  at  all  the  herefies  that  arofe  in  the  chriftian 
church,  by  obferving  how  eafy  it  was  to  fuppofe  a  divine  million, 
or  even  to  afliime  in  opinion  a  divine  nature.  The  appearance 
of  falfe  prophets,  as  well  as  their  fuccefs  in  feducing,  had  been 
foretold ;  and  it  was  the  character  of  the  times  which  encouraged 
one,  and  promoted  the  other. 

These  falfe  prophets  were  very  numerous,  and  their  fuccefs 
very  various.  But  there  was  no  article  of  chriftian  faith  and  doc- 
trine which  admitted  of  fb  much  doubt  and  difpute  as  the  di- 
vinity of  Christ  firft,  and  his  rank  in  the  godhead  afterwards. 
Cerinthus  denied  his  divine  nature.  Menander  aflerted  that 
he  was  a  true  man.  Saturn  in  us  that  he  was  only  the  fhadow 
and  appearance  of  a  man.  Basilides  that  the  Christ  did  not 
fuffer,  but  that  he  took  the  form  of  another,  of  Simon  of  Cy- 
rene,  I  think,  who  fuffered  under  his  form  whilft  he  flood  by 
and  laughed  at  his  own  fuppofed  crucifixion.  Ebion  maintain- 
ed, like  Menander,  that  Christ  was  a  mere  man,  the  fonof 
Joseph.  In  calling  him  a  good  or  a  juft  man,  he  had  the  au- 
thority of  St.  Peter  on  his  fide,  who  calls  him  fo  in  one  place 
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of  the  Acts,  and  even  this  he  did  not  want ;  but  in  denying  his 
refurrection  from  the  dead,  as  he  did  when  he  affirmed  that  the 
body  of  Christ  remained  in  the  grave,  tho  his  foul  went  to 
heaven,  he  had  this  great  apoftolical  authority  againft  him  *. 
In  fine,  and  to  fill  up  the  mcafure  of  heretical  phrenfy,  the 
iethites  held  that  the  fame  perfon  had  been  Seth  firft,  and  was 
Jesus  afterwards ;  and  the  ophitae,  as  they  were  called,  that 
he  had  been  the  ferpent  who  tempted  Eve  ;  fo  that  he,  who 
redeemed  mankind  by  his  blood,  had  made  redemption  necefla- 
ry  by  his  wiles,  according  to  thefe  madmen. 

That  there  were  no  madmen  at  the  fame  time  among  the 
beft  and  moft  orthodox  Chriftians,  if  it  may  be  faid  with  truth 
that  any  orthodox  belief  was  fettled  fo  foon,  we  muft  not  be- 
lieve. There  were  many  fuch,  and  the  proofs  are  at  hand,  both 
in  their  writings,  and  much  more  in  the  anecdotes  concerning 
them.  But  that  which  deferves  our  particular  obfervation  is, 
that  the  madnefs  of  thofe  who  are  reputed  orthodox  never  ran 
fo  high,  as  it  did  after  the  orthodox  belief  on  this  great  article 
had  been  fettled ;  if  propositions,  the  very  terms  of  which  are 
fometimes  ambiguous  and  fometimes  quite  unintelligible,  may 
be  faid  to  have  been  fettled.  Certain  it  is,  that  after  this  the 
orthodox  fathers  held  fuch  language  about  the  incarnation  of 
Christ,  as  many  of  thofe  who  were  reputed  heretics  would 
have  fcrupled  modeftly  and  pioufty  to  have  ufed.  Thefe  words, 
the  fon  of  God,  were  underftood  figuratively,  I  prefume,  and 
not  literally  in  the  cafe  of  Foe,  who  afiumed  this  appellation  in 
India  a  thoufand  years  before  the  coming  of  Christ,  and  in  the 
cafe  of  Zoroaster,  who  affumed  it  in  Perfia,  perhaps,  as  an- 
tiently.  They  muft  have  been  underftood  even  thus  very 
falfely,  in  both  thofe  cafes.  But  they  might  have  been  fo  un- 
derftood, with  fome  propriety  of  figure,  in  the  cafe  ol  Christ, 

* Virum  probatum  a  Deo,  juftum  a  mortuis  fufcitatum. 
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who  was  at  leaft  the  MefTiah  promifed  by  God,  foretold  by  the 
prophets,  and  fent  in  due  time.  If  this  had  been  the  judgment 
of  the  churcfa,  the  principal  difficulties  about  his  incarnation 
had  been  anticipated,  as  they  were  by  the  neftorians,  who  held 
that  there  were  two  perfons,  and  not  two  natures  only,  in 
Christ,  and  who  denied  that  the  virgin  was  the  mother  of 
God.  But  the  church  having  determined  that  thefc  words,  the 
ion  of  God,  mould  be  taken  in  their  literal  fenfe,  it  is  aftonifh- 
ing  to  confider  what  profanations  followed  concerning  this  fe- 
cond  generation  of  the  fon ;  for  the  nrft  had  been  before  all 
worlds,  that  is,  from  all  eternity.  Thefe  profanations  collect- 
ed from  the  molt  approved  writers  alone,  to  fay  nothing  of  the 
creeds  that  are  fo  folemnly  recited  in  chrillian  churches,  would 
fill  a  volume.  I  fhall  mention  a  few  only,  which  they,  who  are 
at  all  converfant  in  the  writings  of  antient  and  modern  divines, 
will  acknowledge  to  be  fairly  quoted. 

It  has  been  faid  then  by  the  moft  orthodox  *,  pioufly  and 
reverently  too,  as  they  and  other  divines  affure  us,  "  that  the 
father  having  chofen  the  virgin  Mary  for  this  fecond  gene- 
ration of  the  fon,  he  loved  her  as  his  fpoufe ;  lie  employed 
the  angel  Gabriel,  whom  he  made  his  pronubus  or  para- 
nymphus,  that  is,  his  brideman,  to  procure  her  confent, 
without  which  there  can  be  no  lawful  marriage  ;  and  having 
obtained  it,  his  virtue  overfhadowed  her,  which  he  tem- 
pered fo  that  her  human  nature  might  be  able  to  fupport  the 
divine  embracement.  In  this  private  embracement,  fhe  con- 
ceived, the  holy  fpirit  flowing  into  her,  and  producing  the 
effect  of  human  feed.  Thus  the  child  partook  of  the  two 
natures  of  his  parents,  the  divine  nature  of  his  father,  and 
<c  the  human  nature  of  his  mother."  In  fuch  grofs  terms,  and 
under  fuch  grofs  images,  has  the  myftery  of  the  incarnation 

*  Eras.  adv.  ep.  Luthiri. 
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been  explained.  The  words  of  St.  Ambrose  are  too  obfcene 
to  be  translated.  Take  them  in  latin  therefore.  "  Non  enim, 
fays  this  modeft  archbifhop,  "  virilis  coitus  vulvae  virginalis 
U  fecreta  referavit,  fed  immaculatum  femen  inviolabili  utero 
"  fpiritus  fan&us  infudit."  St.  Austin  foftensthe  terms,  and 
changes  the  image  a  little.  But  if  he  does  not  appear  quite  fo 
obfcene,  he  mull  appear  at  leaft  as  mad  as  the  others.  "  God 
"  fpoke  by  his  angel,  fays  this  faint,  and  the  virgin  was  got 
"  with  child  by  the  ear  *."  There  were  thofe  who  after  ted 
that  Christ  did  not  affume  his  body  in  the  virgin's  womb,  but 
that  he  brought  it  from  heaven,  and  palled  thro  her  as  water 
panes  thro  a  pipe  -j-.  They  were  called  heretics  for  their  pains, 
and  yet  furely  that  doctrine  might  have  been  fung  or  faid  in 
the  churches,  as  decently  and  with  as  much  edification,  as  thofe 
hymns  were,  in  one  of  which  it  was  faid,  that  the  virgin  con- 
ceived, "  non  ex  virili  femine,  fed  myftico  fpiramine,"  and  in 
the  other,  that  the  Word  or  Logos  entered  at  her  ear,  "  et  exi- 
"  vit  per  auream  portam." 

Such  extravagant  and  profane  notions  and  expreilions,  as 
have  been  laft  mentioned,  came  into  fafhion  chiefly  after  the 
nicaean  council,  which  Constantine  thought  it  neceffary  to 
convene.  How  ill  he  judged,  and  how  ill  his  fucceflbrs  judged 
on  fimilar  occaiions,  long  and  woful  experience  has  manifefted. 
What  pafTed  before  his  time  fhewed,  that  attempts  to  explain 
divine  myfteries  muft  be  of  neceility  endlefs  ;  and  what  pafTed 
in  and  after  his  time,  that  it  is  to  no  purpofe,  at  leaft  to  no  good 
purpofe,  to  impofe  any  authorifed  definitions  of  them.  What 
revelation  leaves  a  myftery  muft  remain  fuch :  and  there  cannot 
be  a  greater  abfurdity  than  to  imagine  that  human  authority, 
call  it  how  you  pleafe,  ought  to  determine,  or  will  determine, 

*  Deus  loquebatur  per  fuum  angelum,  et  virgo  per  aurem  impregnabatur. 
-j-  Aug.  detem.  ferm.  22. 
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to  fubmiflion  thofe  who  think  that  fuch  definitions  are  not  con- 
formable to  their  true  criterion,  which  is  the  revelation  itfclf. 
The  only  difference  is  this.  The  men  who  difpute  and  wrangle 
on  fuch  points  as  thefe,  wherein  neither  morality  nor  good  go- 
vernment are  concerned,  cannot  do  much  hurt,  if  they  are  left 
to  difpute  and  wrangle  among  themfelves  ;  whereas,  if  public 
authority  takes  notice  of  them  fo  far  as  to  meddle  in  their 
quarrels,  and  to  decide  any  way,  civil  diforders  are  fure  to  fol- 
low, and  the  blood  of  nations  is  fpilled  in  wars  and  maffacres, 
to  extinguim  a  flame  which  fome  hot-headed  prieft,  or  delirious 
metaphyfician,  has  kindled,  and  which  it  does  not  extinguim 
neither. 


What  revelation  leaves  a  myftery  muft  remain  fuch :  and  if  any 
thing  was  ever  left  a  myftery,  the  doctrine  of  the  trinity  was  fo. 
Christ  had  no  where  called  himfelf  God.     His  apoftles  called 
him  Lord  *.     Peter  had  once  declared  him  to  be  a  man  :   and 
Paul  preaching  to  the  Athenians  fpeaks  of  him  rather  as  a  man 
than  as  God.     He  makes  no  mention  of  the  fon  of  God,  nor 
of  the  holy  ghoft.     Thefe  inconfiftent  writers  talk  often  a  dif- 
ferent language  on  the  fame  fubject,  and  contradict  in  one  place 
what  they  have  faid  in  another.     How  they  came  to  do  fo  in  this 
cafe,   let  others  account ;  but  let  them  account  for  this  conduct 
of  the  apoftles  better  than  the  greateft  antient  and  modern  di- 
vines have  done.      According  to  them,  Peter  was  afraid  of 
fcandalifing  the  Jews.     The  Jews  believed  one  God,  had  never 
heard  of  the  fon,  nor  holy  ghoft,  and  would  have  been  revolt- 
ed againft  chriftianity  more  than  they  were,  if  they  had  heard 
the  man,  whom  they  had  feen  crucified  and  buried,  called  God. 
Paul  was  afraid  of  confirming  the  Gentiles  in  their  polytheifm, 
by  preaching  to  them  that  Christ  was  God.     The  prudence  of 
this  method,    by  which  the  young  in  Christ  were  fed  with 

*  Eras,  ubi  fupra. 
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milk,  and  thofe  of  riper  years  with  folid  food,  for  the  whole  myf- 
tery  was  revealed  to  them,  has  been  extremely  applauded  by  the 
moft  approved  doctors  of  the  church.    I  am  unwilling,  however, 
to  take  this  for  the  reafon  of  the  conduct  which  the  two  apoftles 
held.     It  favours  too  much  of  an  outward  and  inward  doctrine, 
the  double  dealing  of  pagan  divines.     It  feems  unworthy  of 
men  commiflioned  by  Christ,  infpired  by  the  holy  ghoft,  and 
able  to  inforce  all  they  taught  by  miracles.     It  bears  too  near 
a  refemblance  to  the  unrighteous  cunning  of  the  jefuits,  who 
are  faid  to  conceal  the  humiliation  and  paflion  of  the  faviour 
from  their  neophites  in  China.     But  whatever  reafon  the  apo- 
ftles had  for  it,  which  they  who  boaft  to  be  their  fuccefTors 
have  no  right  to  determine,  this  was  their  conduct.     The  di- 
vinity of  the  Word  grew  by  flow  degrees  into  general  belief 
among  Chriftians :    the  divinity  of  the  holy  ghoft  by  degrees 
ftill  llower,  and  the  coequality  and  confubftantiality  of  the  three 
hypoftafes  laft  of  all.     It  fared  with  the  fon,  in  the  flrft  ages  of 
chriftianity,  much  as  it  has  fared  fince  with  the  mother  of  God- 
Strong  figurative  expreflions,  which  the  apoftles  employed  on 
fome,    which   other  doctors  and  faints  employed  on  all  occa- 
fions,  and  which  were  animated,  doubtlefs,  by  the  oppofition 
of  heathens,    Jews  and  heretics,    might  contribute   to   exalt 
the  fon  at  the  expence  of  the  father's  fupremacy ;  as  we  know 
very  certainly  that  by  fuch  means  and  on   fuch  motives    as 
thefe  the  virgin  acquired  the  title  of  deipara,  to  whom,  if  fhe 
is  not  a  goddefs  avowed  in  exprefs  terms,  divine  honors  are  paid, 
and  her  intercefiion  is  implored  with  the  father  and  the  fon. 
She  is  fo  plainly  diftinguifhed  from  both,  that  her  intercefiion 
with  either  carries  more  propriety  along  with  it,  than  the  inter- 
cefiion of  the  fon  with  the  father ;  fince  thefe  two  confubftantial 
perfons  cannot  be  intelligibly  diftinguifhed  from  one  another, 
and  fince  it  is  of  the  utmoft  abfurdity  to  advance  that  the  fame 
perfon  intercedes  with  himfelf. 

What 
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What  has  been  faid  will  appear  evidently  true,  if  we  look 
into  the  anecdotes  of  the  apoftolical  and  following  ages  ;  or 
if  we  confult,  with  due  difcernment,  thofc  who  have  made 
them  their  ftudy.  Many  of  the  primitive  Chriftians,  ftruck. 
with  religious  awe,  had  a  very  reafonable  fcruple  of  uiing  any 
appellations  which  were  not  contained  in  the  fcriptures. 
Many  of  them  dared  not  give  that  of  the  true  God  to  Christ 
before  the  nicaean  council,  nor  feveral  after  it :  and  even  the 
moft  orthodox,  who  fcrupled  not  to  call  him  very  God  of  very 
God,  begotten  not  made,  when  the  council  had  pronounced, 
were  frill  afraid  to  give  this  appellation  to  the  holy  ghoft.  Nay 
from  the  time  that  the  macedonians  were  condemned  foon 
after  the  arians,  in  another  council,  and  even  to  this  hour,  the 
holy  ghoft  has  not  been  deemed  God  by  generation,  but  by 
proceflion  or  fpiration,  that  is,  by  the  breathing  of  the  father 
thro  the  fon,  or  by  the  joint  breathing  of  the  father  and  the 
fon  ;  of  which  difference  in  an  identity  of  nature  we  muft  be 
content  to  fay  what  Erasmus  faid,  u  fatis  eft  credere."  In 
fhort,  the  orthodox  doctrine  of  the  trinity  was  never  taught 
explicitly  and  pofitively  by  any  divine  authority.  It  was  a 
vague  opinion  in  heathen  theology,  which  intended  no  more, 
perhaps,  than  to  perfonify  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the  fu- 
preme  omnipotent  Being.  It  has  been  a  theological  difpute  in 
all  ages  among  Chriftians,  and  the  precife  definition,  according 
to  which  we  are  obliged  to  profefs  that  we  believe  it,  is  founded 
on  authority  intirely  human,  and  therefore  undeniably  fallible, 
imperial  and  ecclefiaftical  authority. 

If  it  be  faid,  that  the  decisions  in  favor  of  the  Second  and 
third  hypoftafes  have  been  made  by  councils,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  holy  ghoft,  I  mail  only  fay,  the  queftion  is  begged 
ridiculouily,  when  the  influence  of  the  holy  ghoft  is  fuppofed 
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to  prove  the  very  point  in  difpute,  his  divinity ;  and  that  they, 
therefore,  rauft  have  no  fmall  fhare  of  ftupidity,  of  ignorance, 
and  effrontery,  who  can  infift  on  fuch  an  anfwer  in  this  age. 
If  it  be  faid  that  the  councils,  which  condemned  the  opinions 
of  Paul  of  Samofata,  of  Sabellius,  of  Arius,  ofPHOTiNus, 
and  of  other  heretics,  were  guided,  in  the  canons  thev  made, 
and  the  anathemas  they  pronounced,   by  the  unerring  rule  of 
fcripture  and  uniform  tradition ;  I  mall  only  afk,  what  that  fcrip- 
ture  was  ?  It  was  not  the  old  Teftament  raoft  furely  ;   for  there 
is  no  reafon  to  allow  that  this  Teftament  contains  any  notices  of 
the  trinity.    Was  it  the  new  Teftament  ?  But  we  may  defy  the 
ableft  chemift,  that  ever  worked  on  thofe  materials,  to  extract 
from  them  fuch  a  trinity,  as  that  is  which  the  chriftian  church 
acknowledges.     Paflages  that  feem  favorable  to  it,    in  part, 
may  be,    as  they  have  been,    produced.     But  then  paflages 
that  are  really  inconfiftent  with  it,  in  the  whole,  may  be,  as 
they  have  been,    oppofed  to  thefe :  and  the  famous  adjective 
homoiifios    will   not  be  found  confecrated    by  fcripture  lan- 
guage ;    tho  even  this  word  does  not  fignify  very  determinate- 
ly  what  it  has  been  applied  to  fignify,  if  identity  alone  be  the 
greateft,    and  fimilitude  but  a  lefs  unity,  as  the  learned  fay  *. 
As  little  grounds  are  there,  in  any  part  of  the  new  Teftament, 
even  in  the  epiftles  of  St.  Paul,  for  that  impudent  analyfts 
which  fchool  divines  and  others  have  prefumed  to  make  of  the 
Deity  when  they  have  talked  fo  much  nonfenfe  about  proceflions 
or  emanations,  perfbns,  relations,  notions,  or  terms,  and  the 
indwelling  of  thefe  divine  beings  in  one  another.     Certain  fi- 
gurative and  vague  expreftions,  of  which  there  are  many,  have 
been  picked  up  here  and  there,  and  have  been  dragged  to  coun- 
tenance, if  that  was  poftible,    fuch  opinions.     Theology  has 
folemnifed  the  refveries  of  enthuiiafm  in  many  inftances.     Let 

* Confimilis  eflentia.  Eras.     Identitas  maxima  eft  unitas :    minor  unitas 

eft  firailitudo.     Mart.  Lexic. 
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me  quote  one  that  occurs  immediately  to  me.  Ignatius,  dif- 
ciple  of  St.  John,  and  bifhop  of  Antioch,  was  brought  before 
Trajan.  The  emperor  inquired  who  he  was.  The  faint  an- 
fwered,  that  he  was  one  who  had  gained  the  fricndihip  of  the 
fon  of  God,  whom  he  carried  about  in  his  breaft ;  as  he  might 
well  do,  fince  it  was  written,  "  I  will  dwell  and  walk  in  them." 
Trajan  condemned  this  theophorus,  or  god-carrier,  to  be  ex- 
pofed  to  wild  beafts  at  Rome.  It  is  not  neccnary,  that  I 
fhould  make  any  applications  of  this  flory  to  what  I  have  faid 
of  enthufiafm  and  theology.  Almoft  daily  experience  will 
make  them  for  me. 


Not  only  the  fcriptures,  which  are  come  down  to  us,    are 
very  far  from  being  vouchers  of  the  trinity  we  profefs  to  be- 
lieve ;  but  we  may  allure  ourfelves,  that  many  of  the  fcriptures 
and  traditions,  that  obtained  credit  in  the  primitive  ages  of  chri- 
ftianity,   depofed  againft  this  trinity.      Scriptures  flood  in  op- 
position to  fcriptures,  and  tradition  was  not  uniform.     There 
were  various  gofpels,  and  various  epiflles.     All  thefe  were  com- 
pofed  and  altered,  received  and  rejected,  according  to  the  dif- 
ferent traditions,  and  the  different  fyftems  of  evangelical  hifto- 
ry  and  doctrine,  that  prevailed  in  different  places,    and  among 
different  perfons.     Thus,  for  inftance,  Epiphanius  owns,  that 
Sabellius,   who  denied  any  diftinction  of  perfons  in  the  god- 
head, took  his  doctrine  from  the  gofpel  of  the  Egyptians ;  and 
the  focinians  of  our  age  may  boaft,  that  they  derive  their  pe- 
digree from  Paul  of  Samofata,  a  great  bilhop  of  the  third  cen- 
tury.     This  century,  the  latter  part  of  it  efpecially,  may  be  in- 
cluded in  that  character  which  Erasmus   gives  of  the  fourth, 
and  which  will  fuit  fome  others.   "  It  was  matter  of  ingenuity 
"  to  be  a  Chriftian.     Faith  was  rather  in  the  writings  than  in 
"  the  minds  of  men :   and  there  were  almoft  as  many  creeds  as 
"  perfons  that  profeffed  chriftianity."    The  difputes  concerning 

the 
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the  divinity  of  Christ  continued  from  the  apoftolical  days  to 
thefe,  without  any  oecumenical  decifion.  Then,  indeed,  there 
was  one  given  by  the  council  of  Nicaea,  which  did  not,  how- 
ever, decide,  for  a  long  time,  nor  even  at  laft,  by  fcripture 
and  tradition,  but  by  dint  of  perfecution,  and  by  the  force  of 
the  fecular  arm. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  the  greateft  lights,  which  appeared  in 

the  chriftian  church  after  the  apoftles,  appeared  in  and  about 

the  fourth  century,  to  the  end  of  which  century,  at  leaft,  I  think 

that  we  proteftants  concur,  not  very  wifely,    with  you  papifts 

in  reverencing  fathers  and  councils.     This  judgment  I  (hall  not 

contradict,  however,  on  the  prefent  occafion.     But  then  we 

muft  make  it  more  impartially  than  it  is  generally  made.     For 

inftance,    Athanasius,    Gregory  of  Nazianze,     Chrysos- 

tom,   Ambrosius,  Augustin,    Jerom,    were  men  of   fome 

parts  and  learning  with  extraordinary  zeal.     But  fb  were  Ari- 

us,  Eusebius  of  Nicomedia,  the  other  Eusebius  of  Caefarea, 

Photinus,  and  Macedonius.   That  fuch  men  as  thefe  mould 

be  divided,    in  their  opinions  concerning  the  trinity,    cannot 

feem  ftrange  to  any  perfon  who  confiders  the   nature  of  this 

doclxine,  how  it  came  into  the  church,  how  it  grew  up  there, 

and  how  open  to  difpute  it  remained  three  hundred  years  after 

Christ.     To  believe  three  gods,    three  fubftanccs  efTentially 

different,  or  three  fubfiftencies,  as  they  were  called  by  fome, 

in  the  god-head,  diftinct.  and  fubordinate,  the  fecond  to  the  firft, 

and  the  third  to  the  fecond,  was  not  hard  on  the  principles  of 

heathen  theology,    in  which  flich  a  trinity  had  been  taught. 

But  on  the  principles  of  jewifh  and  chriftian  theology,  fuch  a 

belief  could  not  be  admitted  without  manifeft  inconfiftency ; 

and  it  is  not  conceivable,    that  Philo  could  reconcile  Plato 

and  Moses,  when  he  talked  of  a  fecond  god.     To  fave  this  in- 

confiftency,  and  to  avoid  as  much  as  pofhble  all  appearance  of 

poly- 
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polytheifm,  feveral  expedients  were  devifed.  Some,  like  Sa- 
bellius  and  his  mafter  NoeTUs,  denied  a  distinction  of  per- 
fons  in  the  god-head :  fo  that  God  the  father  was,  in  the  fyitem 
of  thefe  heretics,  as  it  is  faid,  his  own  fon,  and  God  the  fon 
his  own  father ;  nay  the  father,  the  fon,  and  the  holy  ghoft 
fuffered  together  in  the  paffion  and  perfon  of  Christ,  fince 
they  were  but  one  perfon  under  three  notions  and  appellations. 
Some,  like  Paul  of  Samofata  before  the  nicaean  council,  and 
Photinus  at  that  time,  or  immediately  after  it,  maintained, 
that  Jesus  was  called  the  fon  of  God  only  on  account  of  his 
fanctity ;  that  the  word  defcended  on  him,  and  then  returned 
to  the  father;  and  that  he  did  not  commence  the  Christ,  till 
he  had  been  baptifed  in  the  Jordan. 

As  fomewere  afraid  of  deftroying  the  unity  by  the  trinity, 
others  were  afraid  of  deftroying  the  trinity  by  the  unity.  Ari- 
us  thought  to  fave  both,  by  oppofing  the  unitarians,  who  took 
away  all  diftinction  of  perfons,  and  the  trinitarians,  who  held, 
that  they  were  all  equal.  He  made  the  diftinction  of  perfons 
as  ftrong  as  he  could,  in  contradiction  to  the  former;  and  he 
was  fo  far  from  acceding  to  the  latter,  that  he  denied  the  fon 
to  be  either  in  rank  or  nature  equal  to  the  father,  and  the  holy 
ghoft  to  be  fo  even  to  the  fon.  The  ftridl  trinitarians,  who 
became  afterwards  the  fole  orthodox,  might  hold  the  father  to 
be  alone  eternal  in  this  fenfe,  "  quod  careat  origine;"  for 
"  duae  perfonae  ab  ipfo  funt,  ipfe  a  nullo."  So  Hilarius  ex- 
prefled  himfelf.  But  he  and  the  reft  of  them  believed  an  eter- 
nal generation  of  the  fon,  and  proceflion  of  the  holy  fpirit, 
who  had  no  beginning  in  time,  tho  they  had  an  original  in  na- 
ture, the  nature  of  the  father.  The  arians,  on  the  other  hand, 
denied  this  community  of  nature,  held  the  father  alone  to  be 
the  Supreme  God,  and  the  fon  to  be  the  flrft  of  all  creatures, 
but  a  created  being.     If  this  doctrine  had  become  orthodox, 


as 
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as  it  did  very  nearly,  notwithstanding  the  decision  of  the  nicae- 
an  council,    the   macedonians   would   have  formed   no   fe6t. 
The  divinity  of  the  fecond  hypoftafts  failing,    that  of  the  third 
would  have  fallen  of  courfe;  which  it  is  plain  that  Arius  faw, 
when  he  urged  nothing,  and  the  nicaean  council  added  nothing 
to  the  creed  concerning  the  holy  ghoft.     But  the  heretics  of 
thofe  days  were  fo  afraid  of  admitting  any  coequality  with  the 
Supreme  Being,  that  they  oppofed  the  divinity  of  the  third  hy- 
poftafis,   even  after   that  of  the   fecond  had  been  eftablifhed. 
They  were  eafily  defeated.     The  fame  fort   of  proof  as  had 
ferved  in  one  difpute  ferved  in  the  other :    and  tho  the  ortho- 
dox themfelves  diftinguifhed  generation  from  proceflion,  yet  the 
fcripture  joining  the  fon  and  the  holy  ghoft  fo  often  together, 
and  Christ  having  ordered  baptifm  to  be  adminiftered  in  the 
name  of  the  holy  ghoft  as  well  as  of  the  father  and  the  fon,  the 
divinity  of  the  holy  ghoft  was  confirmed,    and  thefe  councils 
employed,  very  wifely,  authority  inftead  of  argument.     It  was 
impollible,  indeed,  to  fhew,   by  any  fubtilty  of  logic,  that  this 
doctrine  was  not  poly theiftical ;     fince  the  admiflion  of  three, 
or  of  three  hundred  gods,  is  equally  fo.    There  remained,  there- 
fore, nothing  to  be  done,   but  to  make  a  myftery  where  they 
found  none :   and  having  decreed,  that  there  are  three  gods,  to 
decree  at  the  fame  time  that  there  is  but  one ;   for  fo  the  athana- 
flan  doctrine  muft  found  to  every  man  who  does  not  compre- 
hend, and  that  is  every  man  living,  all  the  profound  metaphyfics 
that  have  been  employed  to  diftinguifh  away  the  apparent  contra- 
diction, unlefs  he  give  his  underftanding  up  to  a  jargon  of  words, 
and  can  fancy  he  believes  without  any  clear  and  diftincr.  ideas. 

In  this  manner  was  the  fundamental  article  of  chriftianity 
impofed  at  firft,  without  a  plain  and  harmonical  concurrence 
of  the  fcriptures,  or  of  tradition ;    tho  fuch  a  concurrence,    at 
Jeaft,  was  neceflary  to  make  it  a  revealed  doctrine,  and  of  di- 
vine 
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vine  obligation.     It  continues  to  be  impofed  ftill :    and   there- 
is  but  too  much  reafon  to  apprehend,    that  thefe  theological 
attempts,   to  perfuade  mankind  that   three  diftinft  pcrfons  in 
the  godhead  make  but  one  God,  have  induced  fome  to  believe 
that  there  is  no  God"at  all :    juft  as  the  pretentions  of  heathen 
philofophers,  to  knowledge  really  unattainable,  induced  feve- 
ral  to  aftert,  that  there  is  no  knowledge  at  all.     If  I   was   to 
write  the  hiftory  of  arianifm,  it  would  be  a  part  of  my  fubjedt 
to  mew,  with  how  much  difficulty  the  orthodox  doctrine  pre- 
vailed againft    it;   how  it  revived  often  even  under  Constan- 
tine,  much  more  under  fome  of  his  fuccefibrs ;  and  was,   at 
laft,  drowned  in  the  blood  of  thofe  who  profeiTcd  it.   The  atha- 
nafians  and  the  arians  were,  in  fome  refpe&s,  like  the  praftni 
and  the  veneti.      The  principal  difference  between  the  firft  was 
in  the  words  they  ufed,  and  between  the  laft  in  the  colors  they 
wore.     Neither  the  divines,  nor  the  chariot  drivers,    were  left 
to  contend  by  themfelves  in  the  fchools,    and   in    the   circus. 
Men,  women,  children,  all  the  world,   took  part  on  one  fide 
or  the  other.     The  ftate  was  difordered  by  the  circenfian,  and 
the  church  and  the  ftate  both  by  the  fynodical  contefts.      The 
civil  power,  which  fhould  have  put  both  down,  kept  both  up : 
and  magiftrates  were  as  partial  in  one  cafe,    and  as  bigot  in  the 
other,  as  the  vulgar.     It  were  to  be  wifhed,    that  the  compa- 
rifon  would  hold  in  one  circumftance  more  ;  for,  in  the  reign  of 
Justinian,    the  prafini  and  the  veneti  were  both  abolifhed. 


SECTION     XXX. 


The  accounts  we  have  of  Atha  nasi  us  and  of  Arius  are 
come  to  us  in  the  writings  of  the  former,  and  of  thofe  of  the 
fame  party,  and,  therefore,  may  be  deemed  extremely  partial, 
as  they  are  extremely  violent :  and  yet  very  little  fagacity  is  ne- 
:     Vol.  IV.  S  f  f  cefTary 
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ceffary  to  difcover,  even  in  them,  that  the  faint  had  lefs  mo- 
deration, and  not  lefs  ambition,  than  the  heretic;  that  he  had 
the  fpirit  of  intrigue,  as  much  as  Eusebius  of  Nicomedia; 
and  that  he  was  one  of  thofe  churchmen,  whom  pride  and 
obftinacy  of  temper,  under  the  name  of  zeal,  render  equally 
fit  to  perfecute,  and  to  bear  perfecution.  The  authority  of 
the  perfons,  who  were  at  the  head  of  this  difpute,  deferves, 
in  a  word,  no  confideration.  But  as  the  athanaiian  doctrine 
was  confirmed  by  the  firft  and  all  other  councils,  except  a  very 
few,  it  may  be  proper  to  inquire  what  regard  thefe  councils  de- 
ferve.  Now  as  to  that,  we  may  fay  boldly,  becaufe  we  can 
prove  invincibly,  that  they  deferve  none ;  whether  we  judge 
of  them  analogoufly  to  thofe  that  have  been  held  in  our  time, 
or  near  it,  or  whether  we  judge  of  thefe  primitive  councils 
by  what  we  know  of  them  from  cotemporary,  and  the  moft 
orthodox  authority. 

The  firft  attempt  to  filence  Arius,  and  to  condemn  his 
doctrine,  was  in  a  provincial  council  held  at  Alexandria.  The 
letters  Osius  carried  thither  from  Const  ant  in  e  feemed  cal- 
culated rather  to  compofe  and  reconcile,  than  to  animate  and 
condemn .  This  was  certainly  the  aim  of  Eusebius  of  Nicome- 
dia in  whom  Const antine  had  much  confidence,  that  of 
the  emperor  himfelf,  and  not  improbably  that  of  Osius  too. 
This  council  had  not  been  unanimous  in  their  fubfcriptions,  and 
nothing  had  been  formally  decided  againft  Arius  in  it.  But 
yet  I  think  that  the  terms,  which  made  fo  much  noife  in  the 
nicaean  council  afterwards,  were  employed  in  this ;  the  terms 
I  mean  of  one  nature  or  fubftance,  and  three  perfons  or  fubfi- 
ftencies ;  for  it  was  grown  to  be  a  point  of  honor  among  moft 
of  the  prelates  and  great  men  of  the  church,  not  to  fuffer 
that  the  founder  of  their  religion  mould  pafs  for  any  thing  lefs 
than  a  God,    even  the  Supreme  God.      This  circumftance 

might 
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might  encourage  Alexander,    the  bimop  of   Alexandria,    or 
rather  his  prompter  Athanasius;  and  Arius  might  think,  it 
a  victory  not  to  be  foon  defeated.     He  might  think,    that  if 
his  doctrine  could  ftand  the  firft  brunt  of  oppofition,    it  had  as 
fair  a  chance  of  becoming  orthodox  as  the  other.      Thus  the 
difpute  continued,  and  the  diforders  occafioned  by  it  at  Alex- 
andria, where  it  was  carried  on  with  open  violence.      It  fpread; 
it  gained  the  court.     The  influence  of  the  clergy  on  private 
confeience,  and  the  influence  of  private  confeience  on  public 
tranquillity,   began  to  fhew  themfelves  in  a  dangerous  manner. 
Constantine  faw,  and  apprehended  the  confequences.      To 
prevent  them,  he  refolved  to  call  together  a  general  council,  and 
to  prefi.de  in  it;   for  fb  in  effect  he  did.      He  flattered  himfelf, 
that  an  ecclefiaftical  difpute  would  be  beft  determined  in  an 
ecclefiaftical  affembly ;    and  that  a  parcel  of  wrangling  priefts 
would  be  filenced  by  a  fynod  reprefentative  of  their  whole  or- 
der. He  refolved  to  fupport  their  decrees,  whatever  they  mould 
be ;  about  which  it  is  plain  enough,   both  by  the  language  and 
the  conduct  he  held,   that  he  was  much  lefs  folicitous,  than  he 
was  to  have  any  decifion  that  might  put  an  end  to  the  difpute : 
for  which  purpofe   there  is  room  to  fufpect,    that    he  took, 
among  others,  one  method,  rather  political  than  fair.     I  fay, 
that  there  is  room  to  fufpect  this.      I  dare  fay  no  more  in  op- 
pofition to  that  profufion  of  learning,  which  has  been  employ- 
ed to  defend  the  firft  nicaean  council,  and  to  prove  the  doctrine 
of  the  trinity  that  was  fettled  in  it  to  be  an  oecumenical  decifi- 
on.    Mr.  Selden  publifhed  in  latin,    from  an  arabian  manu- 
fcript,  the  antiquities  of  the  church  of  Alexandria,    written  by 
Eutychius  a  famous  patriarch  of  that  church,    in  the   ninth 
or  tenth  century.     Now  this  author  having  given  a  lift  of  thefe 
patriarchs,   from  HANARiAsa  cobler,  who  was  the  firft  of  them, 
down  to  Alexander,    who  was  the  eighteenth,  relates,  that 
Constantine  fummoned  a  council  at  Nicaea  to  determine  the 

Sff2  dif- 
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difpute  between  this  patriarch  and  Arius.     The  council  con- 
fided, he  fays,  of  two  thoufand  and  forty  eight,  whereof  three 
hundred  and  eighteen  were  unanimous  in  declaring  the  divinity 
of  Christ.     The  reft  were  divided  by  a  great  number  of  diffe- 
rent  opinions,     "  fententiarum  difcrimine  multiplici;"    they 
could  not  agree  among  themfelves,    but  they  all  oppofed  the 
three  hundred  and  eighteen.    S  eld  en  produces  two  authorities 
more,    to  confirm  that  of  Eutychius  :     the  authority  of  Jo- 
seph, an  egyptian  prefbyter,  in  his  preface  to  a  verfion  of  the 
councils  into  arabic,    from  antient  chriftian  monuments;     and 
that  of  Ismael  Ibn  Ali,  a  mahometan  hiftorian  of  reputation. 
They  fpeak  to  the  fame  effecl: :   and  by  the  concurrent  teftimo- 
ny  of  all   three  the  orthodox  doctrine  of  the  trinity  was  not 
that  of  the  whole  council,  nor  of  a  majority  of  the  fathers.     It 
feems  to  have  been  rather  a  profeflion  of  faith  drawn  up  by  the 
bifhop  of  Jerufalem  for  the  emperor,     "  quam  defcripferat  ei 
"  epifc.  Hierofolymit."    the  emperor  had  it  read  in  the  fynod : 
three  hundred  and  eighteen  approved  it  out  of  the  whole  num- 
ber :   thefe  were  unanimous,    the  reft  could  agree  in   nothing, 
"  nee  inter  fe  Concordes,  nee  in  fide  fua."     It  was  neceflary  to 
the  defignof  Constantine,  therefore,  that  the  decifion  of  a 
party  in  the  council  fhould  pafs  for   an  oecumenical  decifion. 
On  the  whole,    there  is  room  for  the  fufpicion  I  have  men- 
tioned ;   for  if  it  fhould  be  objected,  that  thefe  teftimonies  were 
given  fome  centuries  after  the  events  happened,  the  fame  objec- 
tion may  be  made  to  the  moft  approved  of  greek  and  roman, 
jewifh  and  chriftian,  ecclefiaftical  and  civil,  facred  and  profane 
antiquities,  as  Mr.  Selden  obferves.    Eutychius  and  Joseph 
were  learned  antiquaries,    they  were  both   orthodox.     They 
wanted  no  materials,    and  their  biafs  was  ftrongly  in  favor  of 
the  nicaean  council.     Eutychius  declares  his   approbation  of 
the  doctrine,    and  Joseph  compares  the  three  hundred  and 
eighteen  to  the  angels  for  their  excellency,   and  to  the  ftars  for 

their 
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their  fplendor.  The  prejudices  of  thefe  men  were  in  favor  of 
the  doclxine  and  council,  to  both  of  which  the  mahometan 
hiftorian  muft  have  been  very  indifferent :  and,  in  this  particu- 
lar refpect,  his  teftimony  may  be  deemed  more  credible  than  that 
either  of  Athanasius,  or  of  Arius,  would  be  *. 

If  Const  anting  flattered  himfelf  that  this  expedient  would 
impofe  an  uniform  belief,  the  event  fhewed  that  he  was  much 
deceived.  Such  difputes  are  in  their  nature  not  determinable: 
and  all  attempts  to  determine  them  by  dogmatical  decifions  are 
palliative  remedies,  of  as  bad  confcquencc  as  no  decifion  at  all, 
and  of  worfe  when  a  fubmiilion  to  them  is  exacted  by  fraud, 
or  force  and  violence.  He  was  not  yet  acquainted  with"  the 
pertinacious  fpirit  of  the  clergy,  who  never  give  up  a  point 
which  ambition  or  intereft,  enthufiafm  or  humor  has  made  any 
of  them  advance ;  tho  the  peace  of  mankind  and  the  lives  of 
millions  be  at  ftake,  in  a  quarrel  that  concerns  neither  natural 
religion  nor  even  the  effentials  of  revealed  religion.  Experience 
foon  informed  him  better ;  for  tho  arianifm  was  condemned, 
and  the  reverend  fathers  racked  their  brains  to  find  out  words 
that  might  eftablifh  not  a  fimilitude  of  the  fon  to  the  father, 
but  a  famenefs  and  confubftantiality  with  him,  nay  tho  the 
chiefs  of  the  feci:  feemed  to  fubmit  to  the  authority  of  the 
council,  like  the  bifhops  of  Nicomedia  and  Caefarea,  yet  the 
arians  were  arians  ftill.  They  feemed  to  fubmit  to  it ;  but  in 
truth  they  fubmitted  to  that  of  the  emperor,  who  would  have  a 
decifion  at  any  rate.     The  council  made  no  converts.    He  made 

*  N.  B.  Since  I  have  mentioned  mahometan  teftimonies  concerning  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  trinitarian  doctrine,  may  I  not  be  allowed  to  obferve,  that  this  doctrine 
gives  the  mahometans  as  much  reafon  to  fay  that  the  revelation  which  Mahomet 
publifhed  was  neceflary  to  eftablifh  the  unity  of  the  Supreme  Being,  in  oppofition  to 
the  polytheifm  which  chriftianity  had  introduced,  as  Chriftians  have  to  infill  that  the 
revelation  which  Christ  publifhed  a  few  centuries  before,  was  neceflary  to  cftablifh. 
the  unity  of  the  Godhead  againft  pagan  polytheifm  ? 

fome 
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fome  hypocrites,  who  anfwered  his  purpofe  enough,  by  playing 
with  words  fo  dexteroufly  as  to  adopt  athanafian  terms  and  re- 
tain arian  opinions. 

How  mould  the  authority  of  this  council  have  any  weight 
with  thofe  who  thought  like  Arius,  when  it  had  none  with 
thofe  who  thought  like  Athanasius  ?  And  it  had  none  even 
with  the  very  beft  of  thefe.  Notwithftanding  the  zeal  of  St. 
Gregory  of  Nazianze  for  the  nicaean  doctrine,  it  is  evident 
that  it  had  none  with  him.  He  maintained  his  opinions  as  in- 
dependently of  this  council,  to  which  they  were  conformable, 
as  Arius  could  maintain  his,  that  flood  in  direct  opposition  to 
it.  How  elfe  can  we  account  for  what  he  fays  in  a  letter  to 
Procopius  ?  "  I  am  determined,  fays  the  faint  fpeaking  of  coun- 
cils, "  to  avoid  all  fuch  aflemblies  for  the  future."  He  declares 
that  he  "  had  not  feen  any  council  whofe  conclufion  had  been 
"  happy,  nor  who  had  done  more  to  cure  than  to  increafe  and 
"  aggravate  evils."  He  fpeaks  in  other  places  to  the  fame  effect. 
But  what  he  fays  in  his  book  about  bimops,  to  whofe  cha- 
racters he  was  much  lefs  favorable,  tho  he  was  a  bifhop,  than 
St.  Jerom  was  to  their  order,  and  what  he  fays  in  fome  of  his 
orations  or  fermons,  particularly  in  his  farewell  fermon,  when 
he  quitted  his  bifhopric  and  retired  to  his  folitude,  go  to  the 
bottom  of  this  matter,  and  fhew  how  impoiTrble  it  was  that  a 
council  could  be  affembled  in  this  famous  fourth  century,  when 
fo  many  important  articles  of  faith  were  fettled,  that  deferred 
any  more  regard  than  that  of  Trent.  Men  were  raifed  to  the 
epifcopal  dignity  too  eafily,  he  fays,  without  regard  to  their 
morals,  and  without  any  other  merit  than  a  great  defire  to  be 
bifhops.  The  ignorance  of  thefe,  however,  was  the  leaft  evil ; 
for  there  were  others  who  became  the  "  ludibria"  may- games 
of  life,  indifferent  about  the  faith,  and  ready  to  take  any  fide, 
followers  of  the  modes  and  cuftoms  of  the  times,  not  of  the 

laws 
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laws  of  God.  Lions  to  their  inferiors,  but  fawning  dogs  to  the 
great.  He  continues.  When  they  have  nothing  elfe  to  boaft, 
they  boaft  of  their  very  iniquity.  This  is  that  myftery  of 
iniquity,  which  has  overfpread  almoft  the  whole  world. 
He  defcribcs  fome  of  thefe  paftors  of  the  church  indulging 
themfelves  in  all  the  effeminate  luxury  of  the  age,  and  patrons 
of  their  own  vices  in  the  vices  of  others,  giving  others  leave 
to  fin  that  they  might  fin  with  greater  licence  themfelves. 
He  paints,  in  a  fort  of  contraft  with  thefe,  fome  who  put  off 
their  brafs  for  gold,  who  wore  long  beards,  folemn  counte- 
nances, and  modeft  habits ;  whofe  heads  were  reclined,  their 
walk  and  gefture  as  composed,  as  their  mien  and  their  voice 
foft  and  gentle,  "  vocem  pertenuem."  They  affecled  wifdom 
in  all  their  outward  air,  but  they  had  none  in  their  minds, 
where  it  mould  principally  refide.  He  compares  the  noife 
and  confufion  of  their  aifemblies  to  thofe  of  the  circus  and  the 
theater.  He  complains  that  they  were  iniquitous  and  abfurd 
judges  of  things ;  "  iniqui  et  abfurdi  rerum  judices."  That 
names  directed  their  hatred  and  their  friendfhip;  and  that 
they  did  not  blufh  to  contradict  themfelves  before  the  fame 
auditory.  In  fhort,  he  congratulates  himfelf  that  he  mould 
fit  no  longer  among  thofe  cranes  and  geefe.  He  leaves  them 
to  their  thrones  and  tyranny.  He  bids  them  be  infolent  by 
themfelves.  He  bids  them  adieu.  "  Valete,  pergite.  Ego 
"  me  ad  Deum  convertam,"  fays  the  faint. 

I  might  collect  many  more  anecdotes  like  thefe  from  the 
writings  of  St.  Gregory,  and  might  ftrengthen  them  too  by 
other  very  orthodox  authorities  both  before  and  after  his  time  : 
by  that  of  St.  Cyprian,  for  inftance,  who  wrote  about  a  cen- 
tury before,  as  high  an  opinion  as  he  entertained  and  propagat- 
ed of  bifhops  and  of  the  whole  ecclefiaftical  order  ;  and  by  that 
of  Sulpitius  Severus,  who  wrote  about  a  century  after  his 

time- 
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time.  I  will  quote  the  laft  particularly,  becaufe  it  occurs  to 
my  memory  as  I  am  writing,  and  is  very  fhort.  Sulpitius 
Severus,  a  zealous  Chriftian  of  the  fifth  century,  fays,  that 
in  his  time  the  beft  of  the  clergy  *,   thofe  who  did  not  addict 

*  Tho  I  have  not  quoted  St.  Cyprian  as  particularly  as  I  have  quoted  St.  Gre- 
gory of  Nazianze,  in  the  text,  it  may  be  proper  to  do  fo  in  this  note,  that  you 
may  fee  the  character  of  the  Chriftians,  and  even  of  the  martyrs  or  confeffors  of  the 
third  century,  as  fully  as  you  have  feen  that  of  the  bilhops  and  councils  of  the 
fourth  century.  St.  Cyprian  then  fpeaks  to  this  purpofe  in  his  book  "  de  lapfis :" 
that  the  Chriftians  of  his  age  were  given  up  to  infatiable  avarice ;  that  the  clergy 
were  unfound  in  the  faith,  and  licentious  in  their  manners  ;  that  the  men  were  effe- 
minate, and  difgraced  their  beards ;  that  the  women  were  coquet  and  lewd  :  for  he 
^ccufes  them  here  of  proftituting  their  members  •,  that  is,  the  members  of  Christ 
to  the  Gentiles ;  and,  fomewhere  elfe,  of  lying  with  the  chriftian  priefts.  He  fays, 
that  not  only  rafh  fwearing,  but  perjury,  infolent  contempt  of  their  fuperiors,  poi- 
fonous  malice,  and  obftinate  hatred  prevailed  among  the  generality  of  Chriftians. 
He  fays,  in  particular,  that  many  bifhops,  defpifing  their  holy  function,  were  taken 
up  with  fecular  aftaiis  ;  that  they  deferred  their  flocks,  wandered  into  the  provinces 
of  others,  traded,  exercifed  ufury,  got  fraudulently  into  the  pofleflion  of  eftates  to 
which  they  had  no  right,  grew  rich,  and  left  the  poor  to  ftarve.  Such  was  the  pu- 
rity of  an  age  famous  for  martyrs  and  confeflbrs,  and  at  the  fame  time,  for  the 
greateft  diflblution  of  manners.  Nay,  even  confeflbrs  themfelves  fell  into  the  fame 
diflblution,  and  were  guilty  of  the  moft  abominable  crimes,  "  fraudes,  ftupra,  et 
"  adulteria,"  as  the  faint  allures  us  in  his  famous  and  favorite  book,  "  de  unitate 
*'  ecclefiae."  He  adds,  that  injuftice,  infolence,  and  perfidy  might  be  learned  of 
thefe  confeffors,  and  he  cautions  Chriftians  againft  following  their  examples,  "  ne- 

"  mo de  confeflbris  moribus  dilcat."     Such  was  the  clerical  order ;  fuch  were 

thofe  martyrs  or  confeflbrs,  who  obtained  by  their  fufferings  the  greateft  fame  and 
authority  in  the  church,  at  a  time  when  many  articles  of  faith  were  determined,  and 
many  more  were  on  the  point  of  being  determined  in  the  next  century.  As  little 
credit  as  Cyprian  may  deferve  in  other  cafes,  he  deferves  much  in  this;  for  he 
advances  nothing  improbable,  nothing  which  muft  not  have  been  of  public  noto- 
riety when  he  wrote.  It  may  feem  ftrange,  indeed,  that  fo  great  a  ftickler  as 
he  was,  for  epifcopal  dignity  and  authority,  and  for  the  pre-eminence  of  the  re- 
ligious over  the  civil  lbciety,  fhould  tranfmit  fuch  a  character  of  them  to  pofte- 
rity.  But  this  may  be  accounted  for,  perhaps,  by  afluming,  for  I  grow  very  apt  to 
afiume,  by  converfing  fo  much  with  ecclefiaftical  writers,  who  affume  much  oftener 
than  they  prove,  that  the  faint  applied  to  every  bifhop  efpecially,  and  even  to  every 
prieft,  what  modern  divines  applied  to  the  pope,  when  they  maintained,  in  the  cafe 
of  Julius  the  fecond,  at  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century,  that  no  vices  what- 
ever could  degrade  this  dignity,  nor  leflen  this  authority,  unlefs  there  was  a  fufpi- 
cion  of  herefy °. 

a  Proilituere  gentilibus  membra  Christi  — cum  viris,  iifque  clericis  concumbentium. 

c  Vid.  Gvicciakdin,  at  the  end  of  his  ninth  book. 
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themfelves  to  trade  and  ufury,  nor  live  in  fine  houlcs,  nor  at- 
tend to  the  improvement  of  their  great  cftates,  did  fomething 
worfe  ;  that  they  waited  for  prefents  which  were  made  to  them, 
and  difgraced  the  dignity  of  their  miniftry  by  a  venal  fanctity, 
and  by  the  price  they  fet  on  the  exercife  of  it.  Thefe  com- 
plaints were  not  arrows  fhot  in  the  dark.  All  of  them  were  pub- 
limed  at  the  time.  Some  of  the  keeneft  were  fo  in  a  fermon  preach- 
ed, before  the  whole  court  and  people  of  Conftantinople,  in  the 
church  of  Sancta  Sophia.  They  are  more  than  fufficient,  there- 
fore, to  take  away  all  that  refpedt  for  councils,  even  for  the  ni- 
caean,  which  has  been  founded  fo  high  by  divines  in  all  ages  from 
the  fourth  downwards.  They  may  ferve  likewife  to  take  off  our 
wonder  at  all  the  revolutions  to  which  the  orthodox  doctrine  of 
the  trinity  was  expofed  in  an  age  when  councils  contradicted 
councils  ;  when  four  or  five  hundred  fathers  of  the  church,  for 
I  think  there  were  fo  many  at  Rimini,  to  fay  nothing  of  the 
council  of  Seleucia  and  others,  could  prevaricate  about  a  doctrine 
fo  lately  eftablifhed,  and  when  arianifm  could  revive  in  this  fhort 
ipace  of  time  fo  much  as  to  make  one  orthodox  do&or  *  com- 
plain that,  except  a  few,  who  were  of  his  party  you  may  be 
fure,  all  the  reft  of  the  ten  provinces  of  Afta  had  not  the  true 
knowledge  of  God  ;  and  another  f ,  that  the  world  was  fur- 
prifed  to  find  itfelf  arian.  "  Miratus  eft  orbis  fe  effe  aria- 
u  num  :"  in  fhort,  when  not  only  a  great  number  of  the  "  gens 
"  linigera,"  the  furplice-wearing  crowd,  butLiBERius  the  bi- 
itiop  of  Rome,  and  that  great  column  of  orthodoxy,  Osius,  be- 
came fau tors  of  the  arians. 


The  truth  is,  that  whether  laymen  came  into  thefe  fynods 
or  not,  as  St.  Gregory  of  Nazianzen  complains  bitterly  that 
they  did,  the  fpirit  of  the  court  was  the  fpirit  that  directed  the 
determinations  of  councils.     A  fucceflion  of  princes  like  Va- 

*  St.  Hilary.  f  St.  Jerom. 

Vol.  IV.  T  1 1  lens 
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lens  would  have  made  the  whole  roman  empire  arian.  A  fuc- 
cefiion  of  princes  like  Julian  might  have  made  it  pagan  again. 
But  a  fucceftion  of  princes  like  Theodosius,  like  him,  at  leaft, 
in  his  religious  character,  banifhed  arianifm  to  the  Goths, 
among  whom  it  was  at  laft  extinguifhed  by  Recaredus  in 
Spain,  tho  not  by  means  as  gentle  as  Mariana  would  insinuate. 
If  chriftianity  was  not  propagated,  as  the  religion  of  Mahomet 
was,  yet  is  it  true  to  fay  that  the  fyftem  of  chriftian  theology, 
which  has  pafied  for  the  chriftian  religion  ever  fmce,  and  has 
done  fo  much  hurt  under  that  notion,  was  eftablifhed  by  the 
fword,  and  by  every  kind  of  perfecution. 

The  orthodox  opinion  concerning  the  divinity  of  Jesus  had 
two  advantages  over  the  other,  which  could  not,    as  I  think 
they  did  not,  fail  to  produce  great  effects  on  all  thofe  who 
were  zealoufly  affected  to  chriftianity,  or  who  defired,  for  any 
reafon  religious  or  political,  to  maintain  the  fervor  of  others. 
The  firft  of  thefe  advantages  was  this.     The  orthodox  belief 
gave  a  greater  luftre  to  chriftianity.     If  the  other  came  more 
nearly  to  the  truth,  and  contradicted  human  reafon  lefs,  yet 
this  held  out  more  of  the  marvellous :   and  the  marvellous  in 
matters  of  religion,  that  is  prefumed  to  be  revealed,  will  im- 
pofe  and  affect  more  than  truth  and  reafon.     This  was  an  ad- 
vantage which  the  ableft  of  the  fathers  faw  and  improved :   and 
therefore  fome  of  them  always  maintained  it  with  a  zeal,  which, 
would  have  been  called  heretical   obftinacy,.  if  they  had  not 
happened  to  be  declared  orthodox  at  laft,  againft  thofe  who 
were  willing  to  foften  certain  terms  for  the  fake  of  peace  and 
union ;   and  they  preferred  to  both  thefe  the  keeping  it  intire. 
They  fucceeded.     They  took  every  other  advantage  that  the 
courfe  of  events  offered,  or  intrigue  could  procure ;   they  im- 
proved them  all  by  this,  and  they  tranfmitted  to  pofterity  the 
orthodox  doctrine  after  many  ftruggles* 

Every 
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Every  able  man  faw  and  improved  this  advantage ;  but  the 
other  was  of  a  nature  to  make  itfelf  felt  by  every  man  who  em- 
braced chriflianity,  for  it  proceeded  from  the  pride  of  the  hu- 
man heart.  That  the  Supreme  Being  mould  fend  an  inferior 
being,  who  was  for  that  reafon  called  his  fon,  to  redeem  man- 
kind, and  to  give  them  a  more  perfect  law,  might  be  thought 
fufficient  to  fatisfy  divine  juftice,  that  required,  according  to 
them,  a  vidim  to  be  offered  up,  and  even  an  honor  more  than 
fufficient  done  to  creatures  whom  he  had  placed  in  the  lowed 
rank  of  intelligent  beings  and  moral  agents.  But  that  he 
fhould  fend  his  fon,  who  was  confubftantial  with  himfelf,  in 
glory  equal,  in  majefty  coeternal,  to  fulfill  fuch  purpofes  as 
thefe,  might  be  thought  fuch  a  mark  of  favor  and  predilection 
as  raifed  the  fons  of  men  to  a  much  higher  rank  in  the  fcale  of 
being.  Agreeably  to  this  notion,  we  find  that  the  angel  in  the 
apocalypfe  would  not  fuffer  St.  John  to  adore  him,  but  de- 
clared himfelf  a  fellow-fervant  to  the  evangelift,  and  to  all  thofe 
who  had  the  teftimony  of  Jesus  *.  This  refpect  was  not  fhewn 
even  to  Abraham,  nor  Daniel,  before  the  incarnation  cf 
Christ  and  the  redemption  of  man,  which  is  a  myftery  that 
the  angels  acknowledge  and  reverence  f.  They  acknowledge 
it,  and  by  that  they  acknowledge  the  dignity  of  the  human  na- 
ture. Thus  far  Erasmus  §  carries  the  obfervation.  But  a  right 
reverend  archbifhop  ||  of  our  church  carries  it  much  farther,  at 
the  clofe  of  one  of  his  fermons,  where  he  obferves  very  pathe- 
tically, that  when  the  angels  fell,  God  left  them  in  their  fallen 
ftate  ;  but  when  man  fell,  he  fent  his  fon,  his  only  begotten, 
his  dearly  beloved  fon,  to  redeem  the  race  by  his  fuffcrings  and 

Vide  ne  feceris,  confervus  tuus  fum,  et  fratrum  tuorum  habendum  teftimonium 
Jesu.     Apoc.  c.  xix. 

T  In  quern  defiderant  angeli  profpicere.     St.  Peter,  i  ep.  c.  i. 

§  Cateches.  6.  ||  Tillotson. 
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pailion.     One  of  thefe  divines  raifes  us  to  an  equality  with  the 
angels,  the  other  to  a  fuperiority  over  them. 

There  are  a  multitude  of  other  inftances,  ready  to  be 
brought,  wherein  fathers  of  the  church  and  councils  have  im~ 
pofed  their  own  imaginations,  and,  perhaps,  their  miftakes, 
for  revealed  dodlrines  and  divine  truths,  curling  and  perfecuting 
all  thofe  who  di (Tented  from  them.  Thefe  inftances  do  not  fall 
within  the  bounds  I  have  fet  to  myfelf.  One  of  them,  however, 
fhall  be  juft  mentioned,  becaufe  it  has  been  the  fubject.  of  much 
controverfy,  and  the  caufe  of  much  diforder  in  many  countries, 
and  is  fo  at  this  time  in  France.  Our  countryman  Pelagius 
appeared  in  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  century.  He  was  called 
the  britannic  ferpent.  His  firft  antagonift  was  the  furly,  foul- 
mouthed  controverfift  Jerom  :  his  greateft  was  Austin.  He 
was  condemned  by  councils,  and  excommunicated  by  popes. 
But  he  was  a  great  genius,  a  great  divine,  and  a  great  philofo- 
pher ;  and  if  he  was  too  much  a  ftoician  in  his  theology,  he 
might  have  reproached  thofe  who  oppofed  him,  St.  Austin 
particularly,  for  mingling  too  much  platonifm  in  theirs.  The 
principal  objection  to  his  dodtrine  was,  that  he  afcribed  too 
much  to  freewill,  and  nothing  to  grace.  But  it  may  be,  that 
if  he  magnified  too  highly  the  fufflciency  of  one,  he  extenuated, 
rather  than  rejected,  the  ufe  and  efficacy  of  the  other.  The 
femi-pelagians  at  leaft,  who  diffented  from  the  african  bifhop 
about  predeftination  and  grace,  avoided  the  extreme  into  which 
Pelagius  was  underftood  to  go,  and  maintained  a  neceffary 
concurrence  of  freewill  and  grace  ;  by  which  they  avoided  the 
abfurd  circular  reafoning  of  thole  who  make  faith  neceffary  to 
obtain  grace,  and  grace  necefTary  to  produce  faith.  Man  was 
to  co-operate  with  God  in  their  theology,  and  falvation  was 
open  to  all  who  did  fo.  This  do&rine  appears  moderate,  rea- 
fonable,  and  no  way  repugnant  to  the  ideas  of  divine  juftice  and 

goodnefs  j 
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goodnefs ;  whereas  that  of  an  abfolute  predeftination,  of  elec- 
tion and  reprobation,  is  fcandaloufly  fo.  A  Jew  accuftomed  to 
believe  that  God  had  chofen  one  nation  to  be  his  peculiarly,  and 
exclufively  of  all  others,  might  fall  eafily  into  an  opinion,  that 
a  divine  partiality  for  particular  men  had  fucceeded  and  taken 
the  place  of  a  divine  partiality  for  a  particular  nation.  But  it 
has  been,  and  it  muft  be  always,  very  impolitic  in  divines  to 
fix  fuch  blafphemy  on  the  great  mafter  of  their  artificial  theolo- 
gy, if  St.  Paul  may  be  understood  naturally  and  coherently  in 
another  fenfe.  The  apoftle  meaned,  as  Locke  f  explains  hb 
meaning  not  very  naturally  perhaps,  nor  coherently,  to  aflert 
the  right  which  God  has  over  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  to 
raife  and  to  favor  one,  to  deprefs  and  reject  another,  according 
to  his  good  pleafure  and  the  impenetrable  fecrets  of  his  provi- 
dence. The  Jews  were  rejected  nationally,  becaufe  they  re- 
fufed  nationally  to  receive  the  MeiTiah.  But  thole  of  them  who 
received  him  were  not  included  in  this  rejection.  He  had 
chofen  them  nationally,  by  virtue  of  his  fovereignty.  By  vir- 
tue of  the  fame,  he  had  rejected  them  nationally  likewife  :  but 
of  perfonal  election  or  rejedtion  among  thofe  who  embraced 
chriftianity,  and  fo  became  the  people  of  God  inftead  of  the 
Jews,  the  apoftle  had  no  intention  to  fpeak ;  if  this  expo- 
sitor guefles  well.  Thus  indeed  we  muft  underftand  St.  Paul, 
to  reconcile  his  doctrine  a  little  to  common  fenfe  *,  to  common 

equity, 


•f  Vid.  Locke  in  his  paraph,  and  notes.  7. 

*  I  say  a  little ;  becaufe  it  may  be  obferved,  that  when  Mr.  Locke  afierts,  on 
this  occafion,  that  God  proceeds  to  favor  or  reject  nations  arbitrarily,  and  by  the 
right  of  his  fovereignty  alone,  without  any  regard  to  their  moral  character,  he  pro- 
ftitutes  dill,  in  fome  degree,  that  of  God  himfelf,  and  facrifices  a  great  deal  too- 
much  to  his  refpect  for  St.  Paul.  In  order  to  foften  the  abfurdity  of  the  apoftler 
who  meaned,  as  it  appears  plainly  enough  by  the  context,  notwithstanding  this  in- 
genious device,  juft  what  Calvin  fuppofed  him  to  mean,  he  deftroys  the  great 
fandtion  of  natural  law,  by  which  the  virtues  of  ■  focieties  tend  neceflarily  to  their 
profperity,  and  the  vices  to  their  mifery.    Surely  this  doctrine  of  abfolute  predefti- 

natioD, 
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equity,  and  to  fuch  notions  of  the  divine  perfections  as  it  would 
be  much  more  impious  to  difbelieve,  than  to  difbelieve  him. 
But  St.  Austin  thought  fit  to  underftand  him  otherwife,  and 
to  believe  the  apoftle  according  to  his  own  interpretation  of 
fome  pafTages,  in  defiance  of  common  fenfe,  common  equity, 
and  true  theifm.  St.  Austin,  whom  other  fathers  and  coun- 
cils have  followed,  St.  Luther,  St.  Calvin,  and  St.  Janse- 
nius,  have  fuppofed  a  myftery  where  there  is  none,  except  in 
the  ftyle  of  a  writer  the  leaft  precile  and  clear  that  ever  writ : 
and  under  pretence  of  explaining  this  myftery  they  have  blaf- 
phemed,  as  St.  Paul  himfelf  did,  if  his  fenfe  was  theirs.  They 
have  made  a  god,  fuch  as  no  one,  who  knows  what  he  fays 
when  he  fays  he  believes  a  god,  can  acknowledge :  and  they 
impute  to  him,  what  they  who  believe  a  devil  might  impute 
with  great  propriety  to  that  wicked  fpirit.  This  ftrange  and 
impious  doctrine  has  been  tranfmitted  to  us  from  the  fifth  cen- 
tury, and  tho  difputed  by  fome,  is  held  in  general  to  be  or- 
thodox. They  who  agree  in  little  elfe,  agree  in  this.  Jan- 
fenifts,  lutherans,  calvinifts,  and  I  am  forry  to  fay  that  the  di- 
vines of  our  church,  who  are  better  theifts  than  to  adopt  fo 
abominable  a  doctrine,  are  obliged  to  fwear  that  they  do,  when 
they  fubfcribe  the  thirty  nine  articles.  Whether  St.  Paul  in- 
tended to  teach  it  is  made  to  fome  perfons,  but  I  confefs  not  to 
my  felf,  doubtful :  that  St.  Austin  did,  and  that  Christ  did 
not,  teach  it,  is  certain ;  and  yet  this  doctrine  is  one  of  thofe 
which  theology  has  impofed  for  a  chriftian  doctrine,  and  by 
which  the  peace  of  the  world  has  been  difturbed  in  every  age 
of  the  church.     The  truth  is,  that  the  church  has  been  in  every 

nation,  and  that  of  unlimited  pafiive  obedience,  are  doctrines  of  the  utmoft  abfurdity, 
tho  taught  by  this  apoftle  •,  with  this  difference  however,  that  one  teaches  us  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  man,  and  the  other,  that  God  proceeds  in  his  government, 
as  human  tyrants  do,  by  arbitrary  will.  One  is  abfurd  :  the  other  both  abfurd  and 
impious. 

age 
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age  an  hydra,  fuch  a  monfter  as  the  poets  feign  with  many 
heads.  All  thefe  heads  hifled  and  barked  and  tore  one  another 
with  fury.  As  faft  as  fome  were  cut  off,  others  fprouted  out, 
and  all  the  art  and  all  the  violence  employed  to  create  an  appa~ 
rent,  could  never  create  a  real  uniformity.  The  fcene  of  chri- 
ftianity  has  been  always  a  fcene  of  diffention,  of  hatred,  of  per- 
fection, and  of  blood. 


ft 


SECTION     XXXI. 

This  the  atheifts  object,  and  Chriftians  cannot  deny.     It  is 
neceflary,  therefore,  in  order  to  juftify  the  chriftian  religion 
from  this  reproach,  that  we  proceed  to  fhew,  by  inftances  ftill 
ftronger  and  more  modern  than  thofe  that  have  been  already 
produced,  how  thefe  difturbances,  far  from  being  the  natural 
effects  of  religion,  have  proceeded  folely  from  the  conftitution 
of  the  chriftian  church,  by  which  the  peace  of  the  world  was 
laid,  in  the  firft  ages  of  chriftianity,  and  ftill  lies  at  the  mercy 
of  an  order  of  men,  who  indulge  their  paffions,  and  find  their 
account  feveral  ways  in  difturbing  it.     We  have  proved,  by 
undeniable  evidence,  that  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy,  fome 
few  good  and  learned  but  not  infallible  men  excepted,  was  ig- 
norant, contentious,  and  profligate;  and  that  councils  were 
riotous  aflemblies,  governed  by  intrigue,  and  celebrated  with 
noife,  confufion,    and  the  greateft  indecency.     This  was  the 
ftate  of  the  church  in  the  fourth  century  :   and  it  did  not  grow 
better,  if  it  could  not  grow  worfe,  afterwards.     On  the  con- 
trary, as  learning  and  knowledge  decreaied  in  the  latter  empire, 
the  impositions  of  ecclefiaftical  authority  grew  up  to  fuch  an 
height,  and  were  fo  confirmed  in  the  courfe  of  nine  centuries 
at  leaft,  that  when  learning  revived,  tho  they  were  detected, 
they  could  not  be  exploded.     A  chriftian  church,  for  I  ufe  the 

word 
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word  here  in  the  improper  but  common  acceptation  of  it,  hav- 
incr  been  eftablifhed  in  the  empire  by  Constant  ink,  as  well  as 
the  cliriftian  religion,  and  both  of  them  being  fuppofed  to  have 
the  fame  divine  original,  the  power  and  difcipline  of  one  became 
as  independent  of  the  civil  authority,  as  the  doctrines  of  the 
other.  According  to  this  fyftem,  the  clergy  did  not  compofe, 
in  the  empire  nor  out  of  it,  wherever  they  were  admitted,  an 
order  belonging  to  the  ftate  that  admitted  them  ;  nor  incorpo- 
rated with  it,  as  a  member  of  the  fame  body,  independent 
on  it  as  a  fubject.  But  they  compofed,  more  properly,  an  or- 
der diftinct  from  it,  the  member  of  another  body,  the  fubject. 
of  another  ftate.  Churchmen  were  bufy  and  troublefome  in- 
mates, in  every  family  where  they  were  received.  They  lived 
at  the  expence  of  it,  they  acquired  government  in  it,  and  they 
had  often  an  intereft  contrary  to  it.  This  was  the  cafe  whilft 
the  empire  continued  intire.  The  authority  of  the  empire  ex- 
tended itfelf  over  many  provinces  and  different  ftates.  So  did 
that  of  the  church.  Even  the  conquerors  of  one  were  conquer- 
ed by  the  other.  Thus  it  happened  in  the  Weft,  if  not  in  the 
Eaft,  and  the  Goths  chriftianifed,  if  the  Saracens  did  not. 
When  the  empire  was  broken  to  pieces,  the  church  remained 
intire,  and  the  fame  ecclefiaftical  authority  and  difcipline  fub- 
{ifted,  where  the  fame  imperial  authority  and  government  were 
no  longer  acknowledged. 

But  it  is  neceftary  I  mould  fhew  you,  in  fome  particulars, 

the  truth  of  what  is  advanced,  in  general. Whilft  the 

Chriftians  were  a  fed:  in  the  empire,  they  had  private  judica- 
tures of  their  own,  and  they  avoided  the  pagan  tribunals,  not 
only  becaufe  they  might  think  that  it  was  below  the  dignity  of 
faints  to  fubmit  to  be  tried  by  them,  but  chiefly  becaufe  it  was 
prudent  to  conceal  from  unbelievers  that  Chriftians  went  to 
law  with  Chriftians,  and  that  notwithftanding  the  lancHty  of 

their 
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their  profellion,  the  greateft  crimes,  even  that  of  inceit,  were 
praclifed  among  them.  That  thefe  were  their  reaibns,  is  plain 
From  what  St.  Paul  writes  to  the  Corinthians  in  the  tilth  and 
lixth  chapters  of  his  tirft  epiflle.  Tho  abfent  in  bod v,  vet  pre- 
fent  with  them  in  fpirit,  he  judges  the  inceftuous  man,  and  de- 
livers him  over  to  Satan.  Neither  he,  nor  they,  had  any  right 
to  judge  thofe  who  were  out  of  the  church.  But  they  had  a 
right  to  judge  thole  who  were  in  it,  or  they  pretended  to  have  it. 
Inceft  might  have  been  puniihed  by  a  pagan  judge.  But  the 
inceft  of  a  Chriftian  was  to  be  puniihed  by  Chriftians,  as  tar  as 
they  could  punith  by  excommunicating  and  delivering  over  to 
the  devil,  but  even  thus  in  order  to  the  falvation  of  the  crimi- 
nal ;  that  the  fpirit  may  be  laved  in  the  day  or  our  Lord  [esv 
tho  the  flelh  bedeflroyed.  St.  Paul  afks,  "  dare  any  of  you, 
"  having  a  matter  againft  another,  go  to  law  before  the  unjuft, 
"  that  is,  the  Heathens,  and  not  before  the  faints,  that  is, 
vour  fellow  Chriftians  ?  Do  you  not  know  that  the  faints 
ihall  judge  the  world  ?  Know  you  not  that  we  fhall  judge 
angels  ?"  After  which,  the  apoille  directs  fuch  as  have  any 
controverfv  together  to  take  the  meaneft  or  moft  contemptible 
Chriilian  for  their  judge,  rather  than  to  go  to  the  tribunals  of 
the  impious.      I  underltand  the  pallage,  as  EfcAS]  .plains 

it,  more  agreeably  to  the  drift  of  this  whole  argumentat: 
than  others.  St.  Austin,  he  fays,  gave  it  the  lame  fenfe  ;  but 
I  wonder  this  judicious  critic  did  not  obfen-e  how  abiurdly  the 
feint  reafoned,  when  he  thought  he  was  obliged,  by  this  pa£- 
(age,  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  judgment  of  caufes,  becaule  he 
was  a  biihop  *.  The  reafoning  of  St.  Paul,  however  ejtcel- 
lent  in  his  time,  could  not  be  applicable  in  thatol  St.  Austin. 
The  empire  was  then  become  Chriftian.  The  faints  were  jiu: 
evl  by  1'aints,  in  the  public  tribunals ;  and  the  apprcheniion  of 

*  Divus  Auci'Stinvs,  in  libra  de  opere  monachorum,  ak  v  hoc  Pavli 

loco  cogi  mi  tufcipienda  judkia  caularum,  quum  dice  qp 

Vol.  IV.  U  u  u  £iving 
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giving  fcandal  to  the  heathen  was  a  vain  pretence,  on  many  ac- 
counts. 

The  truth  is,  that  there  was  in  thofe  days,  what  has  been 
feen  very  often  iince  among  the  clergy,  a  fort  of  holy  ambiti- 
on, which  proved  as  ftrong  a  motive  in  the  hearts  of  good 
men  transported  by  a  miftaken  zeal  for  the  church,  whofe  caufe 
they  confounded  with  the  caufe  of  religion,  as  that  profane  am- 
bition, which  meaned  nothing  more  than  to  advance,  under 
pious  pretences,  the  grandeur,  wealth,  and  dominion  of  the 
religious  over  the  civil  fociety,  was  in  the  hearts  of  hypocrites 
and  knaves.  Innumerable  fuch  examples  charity  will  incline 
us  to  believe  that  there  have  been,  and  without  going  farther 
than  our  own  country  and  the  laft  age,  fuch  Laud  feems  to 
me  to  have  been,  an  ambitious,  tyrannical  prieft,  but  a  pi- 
ous man. 

These  two  forts  of  ambition  helped  one  another  mutually. 
Neither  of  them  could  have  done  fb  well  alone ;  but  both  con- 
curring, from  very  different  motives,  they  foon  eftablifhed  a 
church  as  independent  on  the  ftate,  as  conjunctures  well  improv- 
ed, and  the  characters  of  princes  well  managed,  could  make  it. 
The  emperors  were  moftly  favorable  to  them,  for  one  of  thefe 
two  reafons,  and  fometimes  for  both.  As  far  as  bigottry  pre- 
vailed, they  looked  on  the  conftitution  of  the  church  to  be  of  the 
fame  divine  original  as  the  doctrines  of  it.  They  received  the 
former  on  the  faith  of  thofe  from  whom  they  received  the  latter. 
They  had  as  good  authority  for  one  as  for  the  other ;  and  how- 
ever the  clergy  might  differ  about  points  of  doctrine,  and  fome 
of  difcipline,  the  whole  order  agreed  to  inculcate  the  fame  re- 
fpeft  for  the  hierarchy,  or  the  holy  principality,  that  is,  for 
their  own  order.  Christ  had  eftablifhed  his  church  on  the 
model  of  the  jewifh.     The  near  correfpondence  of  ecclefiafti- 

cal 
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cal  polity,  under  both  difpenfations,  fhewed  a  famenefs  of  ori- 
ginal j  and  the  near  correfpondencc  of  the  terrcftrial  hierarchy, 
with  that  which  had  been  imagined  in  heaven,  proved  that  it 
was  divine.  All  this  was  fhewifh.  It  partes  now.  It  might 
well  pafs  then.  But  yet,  I  think,  there  was  another  rcafon 
for  favoring  the  church,  which  the  emperors  felt  more  fcnfibly. 

The  notion  of  a  formal  alliance  between  the  church  and  the 
ftate,  as  between  two  independent  diftind:  powers,  is  a  very 
groundlefs  and  whimfical  notion  *.     But  a  fraudulent  or  filent 

compact 

*  I  have  heard  of  a  fermon  preached  by  one  doctor  Senior,  a  fellow  of  Trinity 
college  in  Cambridge  before  king  Charles  the  fecond  at  Newmarket,  in  the  days  of 
paflivc  obedience  and  non-refiftance,    and  afterwards  printed.     His  text  was  taken 
from  the  14,  15,  and  16th  verfes  of  the  4th  chapter  of  Exodus,    or  fomeof  them, 
wherein  God  directs  Moses  to  take  Aaron,  the  levite,  becaulehe  knew  that  Aaron 
could  fpeak  well  to  the  people,  and  joins  them  together  in  commiffion,    that  they 
might  affift  one  another  mutually ;  that  Aaron  might  beinftead  of  a  mouth  to  Mo- 
ses, and  that  Moses  might  be  inftead  of  God  to  Aaron.     What  other  applications 
the  good  doctor  made  of  thefe  texts  I  know  not.     But  I  am  informed  by  one  *,  who 
has  read  the  fermon,  that  he  eftablifhed  on  them  a  fuppolcd  alliance  between  the 
church  and  the  ftate :  or  rather  between  the  church  and  the  king.     By  this  alliance, 
the  well  lpoken  levite  was  to  inftil  paffive  obedience  to  the  king  into  the  minds  of 
the  people,  and  to  infift  on  it,  as  on  a  law  of  God.     The  king,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  to  be  the  nulling  father  of  the  church,  to  fupport  her  authority,   to  preferve  at 
leaft,  if  not  increafe,  her  immunities,  and  to  keep  her  in  the  full  poflefllon  of  all  the 
advantages  (lie  claimed.    The  church  performed  her  part,  and  had  a  right,  by  vir- 
tue of  this  alliance,  if  the  king  did  not  perform  his,  to  teach  this  doctrine  no  longer, 
and  to  refume  her  independency  on  the  ftate  and  on  him.     This  was  the  purport  of 
the  fermon  at  leaft:    and  Warburton  took  his  hint,  poffibly,   from  it,  and  turned 
it  to  ferve  his  purpofe,  that  is,  to  lay  down  the  fame  principles,  and  to  banter  man- 
kind, if  he  could,  by  not  drawing  directly  and  avowedly  from  them  the  fame  con- 
clusions.    Doctor  Senior's  authority  is,  no  doubt,  as  good  in  this  cafe,  as  that  of 
Demarca,  or  even  ofBossuET.     The  firft,    a  time-ferving  °  prieft,    interested, 
and  a  great  flatterer,  if  ever  there  was  one,  and  who  made  no  fcruple  to  explain 
away  whatever  he  had  found  himfelf  obliged  to  fay  in  favor  of  the  ftate.     The  latter 

*  Mr.  Liwir,  who  was  himfelf  of  Trinity  college. 

b  When  Demarca  was  made  bifhop  of  Conferans,  and  could  not  get  his  bulls  difpa;ched,  he  ex- 
plained away  all  he  faid  to  limit  the  papal  power.  He  fent  this  book  to  Innocent  the  Xth,  with  a 
letter,  whereby  he  retrained  many  things  he  had  faid,  afked  pardon  for  his  errors,  and  promifed  for 
the  future  to  fupport,  with  all  his  force,  the  prerogatives  of  the  church  of  Rome.  After  this  he 
writ  "  de  fingulari  primatu  Petri,"  to  flatter  the  fame  pope. 

U  u  u  2  was 
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compact  between  princes  and  priefts  became  very  real,  as  foon 
as  an  eccleiiaftical  order  was  eftablifhed.  The  emperors  admit- 
ted and  reverenced,  or  appeared  to  reverence  the  divine  right 
of  the  clergy.  The  clergy,  in  return,  made  life  of  their  influ- 
ence over  confciences  to  eftablifh  an  opinion  of  a  divine  right  in 
them.  They  were  no  longer  deified  after  death,  as  they  had 
been  whilft  the  empire  was  pagan ;  but  they  were  made  facred 
during  their  lives :  and  as  bifhops  ordained  one  another  and 
their  fubordinate  priefts,  by  the  imposition  of  hands,  fo  they 
ordained  emperors  and  kings  by  crowning  them  and  by  anoint- 
ing them  with  holy  oil,  which  angels  were  fometimes  employed 
to  bring  down  from  heaven.  As  they  made  their  own  office, 
fo  they  made  that  of  emperors  and  kings,  independent  of  hu- 
man inftitution,  and  the  divine  appointment  was  fignifled, 
or  rather  conveyed,  in  both  cafes  by  their  miniftry.  By  this  al- 
liance of  the  hierarchy  and  the  monarchy,  religion,  that  fhould 
fupport  good  government  alone,  was  employed  to  fupport 
good  or  bad  government  alike,  as  it  had  been  by  St.  Paul  : 
and  the  worft  of  men,  and  the  greateft  ufiirpers  and  tyrants, 
were  not  only  pailively  obeyed,  but  ferved  and  courted  by  the 
moft  eminent  faints  of  the  church,  when  no  eccleiiaftical  in- 
tereft  prevailed  to  alter  their  conduct ;  for  then  the  moft  ful- 
fome  panegyrifts  became  the  moft  virulent  libellers,  and  they, 
who  had  preached  fubmiflion,  preached  rebellion. 

Such  infractions  of  this  alliance,    or  compact,     happened 
fometimes ;    but  in  general  it  held :    and  a  joint  ufurpation  on 

was  as  wife,  if  not  as  cunning,  as  learned,  and  a  much  better  man,  tho  not  fo  much 
in  the  favor  of  Mr.  War.bur.ton,  who  gave  them  characters  in  his  afluming  ftyle 
without  knowing  any  thing  of  them,  and  who  has  the  impertinence  to  pronounce 
of  the  greateft  fcholar,  the  greateft  divine,  and  the  greateft  orator  of  his  age,  that 
he  was  '  a  good  fenfiblc  man.  He  was  all  I  have  faid  of  him:  but  he  was  an  eccle- 
Caftic,    and  a  fubjecl  of  France. 

»  Vid.  the  Uft  edition  of  the  alliance  between  church  and  Hate  demonftrated. 
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the  liberties  of  mankind  was  the  effed  of  it.  We  have  obferv- 
ed  already,  that  Constantine  meaned  to  govern  the  chrifti- 
an  flocks  by  their  paftors.  Neither  he,  nor  his  fucccftbrs,  per- 
ceived, that  the  imperial  and  kingly  power  might  be  controul- 
ed  in  time  by  the  very  expedient  by  which  they  hoped  to  go- 
vern more  abfolutely.  Neither  he,  nor  they,  apprehended 
foon  enough,  that  if  a  degree  of  eccleflaftical  power  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  maintain  religion,  religion  might  become  an  expedi- 
ent to  render  this  power  exorbitant.  The  clergy  employed  it, 
to  ferve  the  ambition  of  princes.  Why  mould  they  not  employ 
it,  to  ferve  more  effedually  their  own  ?  All  this  happened  in 
time,  and  was  brought  about  by  flow  but  fure  degrees.  The 
church  claimed  at  firft  eccleflaftical  jurifdidion,  as  it  was  called, 
alone ;  cognizance  of  fins  againft  the  laws  of  God,  rather  than 
of  crimes  aginft  the  laws  of  civil  focieties,  and  of  matters  pure- 
ly fpiritual  that  related  to  the  confeiences  of  men,  and  that  the 
civil  power  could  not  properly  judge.  But  then  among  thefe 
objects  of  eccleflaftical  jurifdidion,  difcipline  and  manners,  two 
very  vague  appellations,  and  liable  to  be  much  extended,  were 
contained.  Sins  were  multiplied  by  variety  of  dodrines ;  and 
as  they  were  punifhed  by  difcipline,  they  were  multiplied  too 
by  that.  Things  that  could  not  be  deemed  fpiritual  were  hawl- 
ed  in  as  things  appertaining  to  fpirituals.  Thus  eccleflaftical 
jurifdidion  was  extended :  and  the  emperors  confirmed  it,  not 
only  by  referring  fuch  matters  to  the  judgment  of  fynods  and 
fpiritual  courts,  but  by  their  pofltive  edids. 

That  they  were  indifferent  enough  about  dodrines,  and 
more  folicitous  to  eftablifh  uniformity  than  orthodoxy,  may  be 
well  fufpeded  of  feveral.  Constantine  favored  the  nicaean 
dodrine,  in  hopes  to  eftablifh  uniformity  by  it.  But  when  he 
found  that  it  received  different  interpretations,  and  that  Atha- 
nasius  was  a  principal  obftacle  to  all  terms  of  accommodati- 
on,, 
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on,  he  fhewed  favor  to  the  other.  He  perfecuted  At  ha  na- 
si us,  he  hearkened  more  than  ever  to  Eusebius  of  Nicome- 
dia,  and  when  he  came  to  die,  he  died  in  that  city,  a  little  af- 
ter he  had  been  baptifed  by  Euskbius.  Some  of  your  writers, 
indeed,  would  perfuade,  that  he  was  baptifed  at  Rome  by 
Sylvester,  in  order  to  give  fome  color  to  that  impudent  for- 
gery of  his  donation  to  that  pope  and  the  roman  church.  But 
how  mould  they  perfuade,  by  fabulous  traditions,  and  fuch 
anachronifms  as  even  Jews  would  blufh  to  own,  againft  the  te- 
nor of  authentic  hiftory,  and  the  monuments  of  the  age;  for 
fuch  we  muft  repute  the  dates  of  his  cdicls  to  be  in  this  cafe  ? 
I  think  that  his  fucceffors,  who  appear  the  moft  attached  to 
reigning  orthodox  opinions,  might  a6l  on  the  fame  princi- 
ple. They  difcovered,  and  they  might  have  difcovered  fooner, 
that  thefe  theological  difputes  are  indeterminable  in  their  na- 
ture. They  imagined,  and  they  might  well  imagine  after  what 
they  had  feen,  tho  the  notion  be  not  abfolutely  true,  that 
tranquility  could  not  be  preferved  in  the  ftate  without  unifor- 
mity in  religion.  To  procure  this  uniformity,  therefore,  coun- 
cils provincial  and  general  were  called  and  held  on  every  occa- 
fion.  They  were  called  and  held,  the  general  councils  at  leaft 
were  fo,  by  the  imperial  authority,  and  not  by  that  of  the  pa- 
triarch of  Rome,  nor  that  of  the  patriarch  of  Constantinople, 
in  the  nrft  ages  after  the  eftablifhment  of  chriftianity.  They 
were  compofed,  no  doubt,  much  like  thofe  that  have  been  above 
defcribed,  that  is,  very  fcandaloufly ;  and  they  would  have  de- 
creed to  little  purpofe,  if  their  authority  had  flood  alone. 
But  that  of  the  emperors  bore  them  out.  The  emperors 
wanted  only  a  pretence  to  force  an  uniform  fubmiflion  to 
fome  decifion  or  other;  and  their  authority  was  juft  fufficient 
for  that  purpofe  in  vulgar  prejudice.  Thus  the  allied  powers, 
the  hierarchy  and  the  monarchy,  have  a&ed  ever  fmce.  Thefe 
farces  were  renewed  in  every  age ;    in  every  age  their  confe- 

quences 
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quenccs  were  more  or  lefs  tragical;  and  this  is  the  authority 
to  which  the  chriftian  world  has  been  refigned  in  matters  of 
religion. 


SECTION     XXXII. 

The  religious  fociety  rofe  very  fall,  by  fuch  means  as  thefe, 
to  great  pre-eminence  over  the  civil,  in  the  empire,  and  to  an 
influence  over  private  confidences,  that  rendered  their  difputes, 
fometimes  about  trifling  ceremonies,  and  fometimes  about  un- 
intelligible fpeculations,  a  new  fource  of  diflention  among  man- 
kind,   unknown  to  the  pagan  world,    and  even  greater  than 
any  of  thofe  that  provoke  the  moft  barbarous  nations  to  exceffes 
of  cruelty.     But  there  were  other  means,  which  encreafed  this 
pre-eminence  and  influence  vaflly,  and  inabled  the  church  to  do 
ilill  greater  mifchief  to  the  ftate.     One  of  thefe  means  we  may 
reckon  to  have  been  the  improvement  that  was  made  in  the  hie- 
rarchical fyftem.  Chriftianity  was  a  numerous  fed  before  Con- 
stantine,  orCoNSTANTiNE  would  have  been  a  Chriftian  no 
more  than  Licinius.     But  the  fame  order  and  the  lame  polity, 
which  were  eftablifhed  afterwards,  could  not  be  eftablifhed  ei- 
ther in  particular  churches,  or  in  the  church  in  general,  whilft 
it  was  a  feci.      There  was  a  fort  of  mixed  government,  ariflo- 
cratical  and  democratical,  in  the  churches,  and  fome  of  thefe 
might  correfpond  and  convene  together.     But  in  the  firft  cafe, 
there  was   not  power  fufficient  to  inforce  fubordination,    nor 
facility,  nor  fafety  enough  in  the  fecond,   whilfl  thefe  churches 
were  difperfed  far  and  wide  under  heathen  governments.  Pref- 
byters  or  elders  ruled  the  churches.      They  xvere  all  bifhops, 
that  is,  overfeers,  alike,    and  coequal  in  rank  and  power,    till 
factions  arifing,    one  prefbyter  was  appointed  by  the  apoflles, 
or  chofen  by  the  faithful,  to  govern  the  reft,  and  was  flyled 

the 
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the  bifhop  "  eminentiae  gratia."    Pre-eminence  and  fubordina- 
tion  were  eflablifhed,  for  much  the  fame  reafbn,    even  among 
thefe  fuperior  preibyters  or  bifhops.     When  metropolitans  or 
arch-biihops  began  to  be  known  in  the  church  is  not  very  cer- 
tain.    But  I  fuppofe  it  is  certain,  that  the  bifhop  of  a  church 
eftablifhed  in  any  metropolis  prefided  in  every  aflembly  over  the 
other  preibyters  of  the  province,  even  before  the  reign  of  Con- 
st an  tine.     Thus  you  fee,    that  the   democratical   form   of 
church  government,  which  obtained  in  the  days  of  the  apoftles, 
when  every  one  was  a  teacher  that  would  be  fo,  and  when  they 
themfelves  had  no  other  authority  among  the  faithful  than  that 
of  firft  preachers  of  the  gofpel  and  firft  founders  of  churches, 
grew  early  to  beariftocratical.     You  fee,  likewife,    how  early 
this  form  began  to  tend  to  the  monarchical.     It  tended  to  it 
in  every  fucceeding  age  more  and  more.      As  Constantine 
changed  the  religion,  he  made  great  changes  in  the  conftitution 
of  the  empire,  in  the  military  order,    and  in  the   civil  admi- 
niftration.     He  created  new  and  higher  offices  in  the  ftate.    So 
did  the  clergy  in  the  church.     He  conftituted  vicars  over  the 
governors  of  provinces.     So  primates  were  raifed  above  metro- 
politans.     The  praefe&i  praetorio  had  a  rank  above  the  vicars. 
So  patriarchs  had,  whenever  they  got  it,  over  primates.     The 
ecclefiaftical  power  rofe  up  from  a  rough  and  broad  balls  to 
the  form  of  a  pyramid ;    and  if  the  laft  Hone  was  not  laid  to 
crown  the  fabric,  it  was  attempted  to  be  laid.     In  plain  terms, 
if  there  had  been  an  uninterrupted  fucceflion  of  popes,    like 
Gregory  the  feventh,  during  a  century,   the  Weft  might  have 
feen  as  well  as  the  Eaft  a  whimfical  but  real  empire  founded  on 
fuperftition.     A  reputed  vicar  of  God,  the  pope,    might   have 
governed  here  as  abfolutely,  as  a  reputed  divinity,  the  dairo, 
did  there.     But  the  fates  of  the  dairo  and  the  pope  have  been 
much  alike.     The  former  is  depofed,  confined,  and  frill  ador- 
ed.    The  latter  has   been  much  degraded,    if  not  depofed. 

His 
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His  power  is  confined,  if  not  his  perfon ;  and  tho  his  thunder 
be  heard  no  longer,  he  maintains  the  pageantry  of  an  eccle- 
fiaftical  Jupiter. 

It  may  appear  matter  of  wonder,  that  a  body  of  men  as  ig- 
norant and  as  profligate  as  that  of  the  clergy  mewed  itfelf  to 
be,  as  foon  as  it  figured  in  the  empire,  mould  be  able  to  af- 
fume,  under  pretence  of  religion,  a  power  equally  exorbitant 
in  the  exercife,  and  mifchievous  in  the  confequences.  But  our 
wonder  will  ceafe,  if  we  confider  another  of  the  means  that 
were  employed  to  bring  this  about.  Superftition  took,  the 
place  of  religion,  and  faith  of  morality.  To  profefs  a  belief  of 
what  no  man  underPtood,  and  to  perform  all  the  external  du- 
ties which  the  church  required,  palled,  in  thofe  days,  and  I  ap- 
prehend they  do  fo  {fill  among  many,  for  the  fum  of  religion. 
The  athanafian  creed  had  little  intention  to  make  better  men, 
and  better  citizens.  The  eight  or  nine  creeds  of  the  arians  had 
probably  as  little ;  and  yet  an  aflent  to  thefe  creeds  would  have 
covered  a  multitude  of  fins,  better  than  charity  :  and  the  vileff. 
of  men  would  have  had  a  fairer  chance  for  falvation,  in  either 
of  thefe  fects,  for  the  merit  of  believing,  than  the  moff.  virtuous 
of  men,  out  of  it,  for  the  merit  of  acting  all  their  lives  as  fuch. 
A  religion,  which  confifted  in  the  profeflion  of  an  implicit  be- 
lief, and  in  the  practice  of  certain  external  duties,  was  much 
more  grateful  to  the  generality  of  men,  than  a  fpiritual  religion 
that  fhewed  itfelf  outwardly  by  a  ftricT:  practice  of  all  the  duties 
of  public  and  private  morality.  As  foon,  therefore,  as  theology 
and  fuperftition  had  introduced  fuch  a  religion  in  the  place  of 
original  chriftianity,  the  one  palled  eaflly  for  the  other ;  the 
inclinations  of  mankind  helped  the  deception  ;  the  vices  of  the 
laity  were  indulged,  the  vices  of  the  clergy  were  covered,  by  it. 
The  folemn  manner  in  which  thefe  men  officiated  impofed  on 
the  vulgar  of  all  ranks,  who  were  feduced  by  the  eye,  and  led 

Vol.  IV.  X  x  x  by 
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by  the  ear.  The  very  habits  of  bifhops  and  priefts  contributed 
much  to  the  fame  purpofes,  as  St.  Gregory  of  Nazianzen  ob- 
ferves  in  one  of  the  difcourfes  to  which  I  referred  above.  The 
venerable  ephod,  the  caffoc  of  Samuel,  the  humble  walking 
ftaff,  and  thofe  ornaments  of  the  head  that  denoted  virginity  *. 

But  farther.      Left  all  this  fhould  not  be  iufficient  to  keep 
up  the  falfe  notions  of  religion,  which  could  alone  maintain  a 
profligate  clergy  in  the  pre-eminence  and  authority  they  had 
ufurped,  another  expedient  was  employed.      It  was  of  fuch  a 
nature,  that  it  might  have  been  thought  more  proper  to  expofe 
and  aggravate,   by  the  contraft  it  created,  than  to  conceal  and 
attone  lor  the  general  turpitude  of  the  clergy.     But  the  promo- 
ters of  it  knew  what  they  did.     They  trufted  to  the  abfurdity 
of  mankind,  and  they  followed,  with  confidence  and  fuccefs, 
the  example  let  them  by  the  clergy  of  the  moft  antient  nations. 
The  order  of  the  magi,  for  inftance,  was  not  lefs  ambitious,   nor 
more  virtuous  probably,  than  they  were  :  and  the  lame  might  be 
prefumed  of  other  ecclefiaftical  orders  that  had  florifhed  in  the 
Eaft.     But  in  all  thele  orders,  there  had  been  particular  men, 
and  feels  of  men,  who  retired  from  the  world,  and  dedicated 
themfelves  to  lives  of  leeming  fancrity  and  real  aufterity,  by 
which  they  maintained  a  reverence  for  the  grofleft  fuperftitions, 
and  for  the  much  larger  part  of  the  fame  ecclefiaftical  body  who 
remained  in  the  world,  and  were  not  exempt  from  the  corrup- 
tions of  it.     Pythagoras  had  imitated  thefe  inftitutions ;   and 
the  Jews,    who  had  borrowed   much  from  the  Greeks  after 
Alexander's  expedition  had  brought  them  acquainted,  feemed 
to  have  copied  in  the  fame  inftance  after  him.     If  the  faddu- 
cees  might  be  faid  to  refemble  the  epicureans,  and  the  pharifees 
the  ftoicians,  fure  I  am  that  a  nearer  refemblance  might  be 

*  Cernimus  venerandam  ephodum,  et  SAMUELisdiploidem,  fcipionem  humilem, 
capitis  ornamenta  virginibus  peculiaria,  &c. 
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found  between  the  eflenes  and  the  difciples  of  Pythagoras, 
who  were  behind  the  curtain,  and  who  lived  in  community. 
The  eflenes  confined  themfelves  to  Palcftinc ;  but  the  thera- 
peutae  were  a  fort  of  hcllenift  eflenes,  who  difperfed  themfelves, 
as  the  Chriftians  had  done,  into  Greece  and  other  countries, 
but  principally  into  Egypt ;  for  which  reafon  one  of  the  names 
was  better  known  to  Josephus,  and  the  other  to  Philo.  No- 
thing can  be  more  admirable  than  the  fanctity  and  aufterity  of 
this  feci:,  whether  appearing  in  the  world  or  hid  in  their  foli- 
tudes.  Eusrbius,  whom  an  improbability  feldom  (lopped, 
would  have  made  Chriftians  of  them ;  as  feveral  antient  and 
modern  divines  have  endeavoured  to  do  after  him,  but  to  no 
purpofe.  Chriftianity  was  little  fpread,  fcarce  known,  and 
fcarce  diftinguifhed  from  judaifm,  when  Philo  gave  an  account 
of  this  feci.  But  this  feci:  had  been  long  in  fulnefs  of  fame,  be- 
fore it  was  imitated  by  Chriftians ;  for  it  had  lxen  fo  even  before 
chriftianity. 

The  decian  and  other  perfections  firft,  religious  melancholy 
and  even  a  defire  of  fame  afterwards,  might  carry  many  Chri- 
ftians to  lead  an  anchoretic  life,  as  Paul  and  Anthony  did  in 
the  deferts  of  Egypt,  about  whom  Athanasius  and  Jero.m 
have  published  fo  many  ftupid  lies.  The  cenobitic  life  began 
much  about  their  time ;  for  it  was  in  the  fourth  century  that 
Basil  inftituted  his  order.  But  this  inftitution  did  not  come 
into  great  vogue,  till  the  want  of  it  was  more  felt  in  the  very 
beginning  of  the  fixth  century.  It  was  then  that  Benedict 
founded  his  order  in  Italy,  from  which  fo  many  others  fprout- 
ed  up,  like  the  fuckers  of  a  great  tree.  Monaftic  institutions 
multiplied  in  every  age,  in  the  Weft  particularly;  for  they 
grew  more  and  more  neceflary,  in  every  age,  to  the  church,  a? 
the  ecclefiaftical  order  in  general  gave  more  and  more  fcandal, 
and  as  the  usurpations -of  the  roman  pontiffs,  who  made  great  ad-: 

X  x  x  2  vances 
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vances  towards  a  fpiritual  monarchy,  increafed.     Enthufiafm, 
abetted  and  conducted  by  the  policy  of  the  church,  was  a  prin- 
cipal motive  to  fuch  eftablifhments :   and  indeed  no  other  mo- 
tive could  have  filled  thefe  numerous  focieties.      The  fervor  in 
every  one  was  great  at  firfr. :   and  they  renewed,  in  the  opinion 
of  mankind,    that  fimplicity,  that  innocence,  that  zeal,  and 
that  devout  aufterity,  by  which  primitive  Chriftians  were  fup- 
pofed  to  have  diftinguifhed  themfelves.     But  this  fervor  foon 
grew  cool,  and  luxury,  and  vices  of  all  kinds,  as  prevalent  in 
thefe  religious  focieties,  as  in  any  other  parts  of  the  chriftian 
church.     The  expedient  however,  that  ferved  to  maintain  ec- 
clefiaftical  pre-eminence  and  authority,    did  not  fail  for  this. 
The  fecular  clergy  had  been  provided  for  amply,  that  they  might 
have  the  means  and  incouragements  neceffary  to  make  them 
anfwer  the  ends  of  their  inftitution,  and  that  no  excufe  might 
be  left  them  for  neglecting  thefe  ends.     But  when  they  turned 
into  fcandal  what  was  designed  for  edification,  and  forfeited, 
therefore,  their  right  to  all  they  injoyed  by  the  beneficence  of 
the  faithful ;  when  they  fhould  have  been  reformed,  or  their 
revenues  mould  have  been  given  to  others,  inftead  of  this  they 
kept  their  pofleflions  tho  they  broke  their  conventions   with 
the  public,  and  the  public  was  at  the  expence   of  enriching 
another  clergy.     Juft  fo  again,  and  as  faft  as  this  other  clergy 
grew  corrupt,  nothing  was  taken  from  them ;   but  new  orders 
of  the  fame  kind  were  founded  to  fcreen  them  and  the  fecular 
clergy  both,   or  to  attone  for  the  iniquity  of  both :   and  that 
eternal  bubble,  the  laity,  paid  the  whole  immenfe  and  growing 
charge. 

Thus  have  things  continued  to  the  prefent  age  :  and  the 
religious  fociety,  among  Chriftians,  has  imitated  fuccefsfully 
the  policy  of  religious  focieties  that  florifhed,  above  three  thou- 
fand  years  ago,  in  the  pagan  world.     You  muft  not  be  furprif- 
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ed  at  this  aflertion.     It  is  eafy  to  mew,  that  the  vaft  variety  of 
religions,  which  prevail  in  the  world,  are  derived  ultimately 
from  a  few  general  principles,  common  to  all  men,  becaufe  they 
arife  from  the  common  fund  of  human  nature :  and  that  in  con- 
fequence  of  this,  many  rites  and  ceremonies,  many  inftitutions 
and  orders,  muft  defcend,   fometimes  with  more  and  fometimes 
with  lefs  affinity,   to  the  lateft  pofterity.      They  defcend,  like 
torrents  of  water,  which  arc  not  the  fame  to  the  fight  nor  tafte, 
when  the  length  of  their  courfe,  the  foils  thro  which  they  have 
paffed,  and  the  mixture  of  other  ftreams,  have  purified  fome, 
and  rendered  others  more  foul.     But  they  defcend  from  the 
fame  fprings :    and  like  thofe  mighty   rivers  which   preferve 
the  fremnels  of  their  waters  very  far  into  the  fea,  they  preferve 
much  of  their  original  character,  as  they  roll  along  through  the 
vail  ocean  of  time.    Turn  your  eyes  even  at  this  day  to  the  Eaft. 
You  will  difcover  rites,  ceremonies,   inftitutions,  and  orders  of 
men,   wherever  the  devastations  of  barbarous  nations  have  not 
deftroyed  the  people  as  well  as  the  religions  of  countries,  much 
like  to  thofe  which  prevailed  in  the  fame  countries  in  the  re- 
moter!: antiquity.      The  bramins  have  a  fort  of  allegorical  poly- 
theifm  ;  as  I  fuppofe  that  their  predeceffors  the  brachmans  had. 
They  hold  the  prae-exiftence  and  transmigration  of  fouls  ;  they 
abftain  from  flefn ;  they  retain  the  notions  of  pollution  and 
purification ;     they   wafli    away    fins    in   the    waters    of   the 
Ganges  ;   they  pretend  to  abftracl:  themfelves  from  fenfe,  and 
to  contemplate  the  Supreme  Being  by  intenfe  meditation.     The 
brachmans  were  poifibly  a  feet  of  gymnofophifts :  and  there  are 
at  this  time  joghis  and  faquirs  in  the  Eaft,  who  carry  their  au- 
fterity  and  penance  to  fuch  furprifing  excefs,  that  the  carthufian 
monks,   or  thofe  of  La  Trappe,  compared  with  them,  may 
pafs  for  fects  of  luxurious  fybarites.     Should  any  of  thefe  reve- 
rend fathers  hear  it  faid,  that  they  are  defcended  from  antient, 
and  outdone  by  modern  idolaters,   they  would  be  extremely 

fcandalifed : 
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fcandalifed  :   and  yet  nothing  is  more  true.     It  is  as  true,  as  it 
is  to  fay  that  they  ferve  the  fame  purposes. 

Whilst  the  eyes  of  mankind  were  dazzled  by  thefe  appear- 
ances of  fandity  which  fome  few  of  the  religious  fociety,  who  de- 
voted themfelves  without  knowing  that  they  did  fo  for  the  reft, 
held  forth,  the  reft  purfued  the  defigns  of  their  ambition  with 
great  art,  and  uninterrupted  perfeverance.  They  could  not  have 
been  atchieved  with  lefs  of  either ;  for  even  contrary  fyftems 
were  made  to  co-operate  in  promoting  them,  poverty  and  riches, 
humility  and  orientation,  the  want  and  the  excefs  of  authori- 
ty and  power.  This  I  mean.  The  fecular  clergy  not  only 
fcreened  themfelves  behind  the  apparent  fandity  of  the  regular, 
which  call  a  luflre  on  the  whole  church ;  they  not  only  im- 
pofed  by  the  religious  merit  of  others,  but  they  accuflomed  the 
world  by  degrees  to  reverence  them  for  the  wealth  and  dignities 
they  enjoyed,  and  for  the  pomp  and  magnificence  with  which 
they  affedted  to  appear.  As  the  true  fpirit  of  religion  decayed, 
and  as  that  of  fuperflition  took  it's  place,  this  was  more  eafily 
brought  about :  and  he,  who  imagined  that  he  paid  honor  to  a 
fucceftbr  of  the  apoftles,  paid  it  in  reality  to  the  patriarch,  the 
primate,  or  the  metropolitan ;  dignities  which  ecclefiaftical 
ambition  had  afliimed,  on  the  model  of  thofe  which  had  been 
created  in  the  ftate. 

The  eaftern  church  rofe  by  much  the  fame  means,  but 
could  never  rife  to  the  fame  power,  as  that  of  the  Weft.  Many 
reafons  of  this  difference  will  occur  to  thofe,  who  are  conver- 
fant  in  the  hiftory  of  the  church,  and  in  that  of  the  latter  em- 
pire. I  fhall  infill  on  one,  which  was  the  principal,  and  in  the 
confequences  of  which  the  weftern  provinces  were  moft  con- 
cerned in  thofe  days,  as  they  were  alone  concerned  afterwards. 
The  reafon  is  this.     The  opportunities,  of  advancing  early  and 

fuccefs- 
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fuccefsfully  towards  a  monarchical  form  of  government,  were 
much  more  favorable  in  the  Weft  than  in  the  Eaft.  The  pa- 
triarchs had  a  fort  of  tetrarchical,  or  ethnarchical  authority,  for 
I  fuppofe  it  is  not  eafy  to  diftinguifh  them,  and  beiides  thofe  en- 
figns  of  honor,  which  primates  and  metropolitans  affected  to 
have  as  well  as  they,  the  patriarchs  afilimed  one  which  had 
belonged  to  the  emperors  folely,  and  enjoyed  it  in  common 
with  them  ;  that  I  mean  of  lights  or  fires  carried  in  fblemn 
pomp  before  them.  From  the  inftitution  of  this  dignity 
there  were  three  patriarchs,  the  patriarchs  of  Rome,  of 
Antioch,  and  of  Alexandria.  He  of  Rome  remained  alone  in 
the  Weft ;  but  in  the  Eaft  two  others  were  added,  a  patriarch 
of  Conftantinople,  and  laft  of  all  a  patriarch  of  Jerufalem.  It 
is  faid  that  the  bilhop  of  Rome,  Leo  the  firft,  oppofed  ftrenu- 
oufty  the  erection  of  this  patriarchate.  If  he  did  fb,  altho  it 
was  evidently  an  advantage  to  him  that  the  Eaft  fhould  be  di- 
vided into  many  patriarchates,  whilft  he  alone  was  patriarch  in 
the  Weft,  and  might  hope  to  be  fo  of  the  Weft  and  the  Eaft  too, 
we  may  venture  to  fay  that  he  did  not  judge  of  his  true  intereft  as 
nicely  as  popes  have  done  generally,  and  as  it  became  him  to  do 
in  particular,  who  was  thought  to  join  in  his  conduct  the  cha- 
racter of  the  fox  to  the  character,  as  well  as  name,  of  the  lion. 

Gregory  the  firft,  and  the  great  as  he  is  called,  faw  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  fole  patriarch  in  the  Weft,  whilft  there  were 
four  bifhops  decorated  with  the  fame  title  in  the  Eaft  :  and  he 
refolved  to  improve  it.  If  this  rank  had  been  given  on  a  reli- 
gious account,  it  ought  to  have  been  given  furely,  in  the  firft 
place,  to  the  bifhop  of  Jerufalem ;  fince  chriftianity  began  there, 
and  was  propagated  originally  from  thence  ;  tho  other  churches, 
thofe  of  Antioch,  of  Alexandria,  and  of  Rome  particularly, 
might  feem  to  be  co-aeval  with  it.  But  thefe  were  great  cities 
and   had  great  dependences,   whilft  Jerufalem  lay  in  afhes ; 

from 
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from  which  miferable  ftate  me  never  arofe  to  her  former  gran- 
deur, and  whilft  Byzantium  was  neither  an  imperial  nor  a  chri- 
ftian  city.  The  pre-eminence  of  bifhops  was  determined,  in 
fome  meafure,  by  the  pre-eminence  of  cities,  fo  that  when  pa- 
triarchs were  made,  tho  thefe  were,  as  bifhops  had  been,  equal 
in  authority,  and  tho  their  authority  was  confined  to  their  pa- 
triarchates, and  never,  I  believe,  very  well  afcertained  even  in 
them ;  yet  they  might  contend  for  a  priority  of  rank  among 
themfelves,  and  he  who  held  the  firft  rank  among  them, 
would  hold  it  of  courfe  in  the  whole  church.  That  the  pope  of 
Rome,  which  was  the  fole  imperial  city  during  the  firft  three 
hundred  years  of  the  chriftian  aera,  mould  claim  this  priority, 
and  that  other  patriarchs  mould  acquiefbe  in  it,  cannot  be 
thought  extraordinary,  if  it  mould  be  thought  true.  They 
might  allow  him  this  primacy,  for  ought  I  know.  But  if  they 
did,  they  gave  him  nothing  more  than  a  feather  to  adorn  his 
mitre.  Not  only  other  patriarchs  were  ftyled  by  the  fame  pom- 
pous titles  that  were  given  to  him,  but  bifhops  too.  Popes 
were  contradicted,  reproved,  cenfured,  even  by  thefe;  and 
nothing  can  be  more  evident  than  this,  that  they  reputed  the 
roman  bifhop  to  be,  with  regard  to  them,  the  firft  among 
equals,  "  primus  inter  pares"  only  :  that  is,  he  was  bifhop  of 
the  firft  fee,  "  primae  fedis,"  and  had  on  that  account  a  pre- 
cedency, or  nominal  primacy.  This  indeed  was  little  of  itfelf, 
but  it  might  lead  to  more.  A  feeming  primacy  might  give  one 
that  was  real :  and  as  titles  are  often  derived  from  powers, 
power  might  be  derived  in  time  from  this  empty  title. 

Thus  the  bimops  of  Rome,  whilft  they  were  only  bifhops, 
thought ;  and  were,  therefore,  fond  of  a  title,  empty  as  it  was, 
that  could  not  be  contefted  with  them,  nor  was  contefted,  till 
Conftantinople  was  built,  and  the  feat  of  the  empire  tranflated 
thither.     Then  it  became  difputable  indeed  which  was  the  firft 
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fee :  and  if  the  title  of  oecumenical  patriarch,  which  began  to 
Steal  into  ufe,  as  moft  ecclefiaftical  usurpations  have  done,  and 
as,   I  believe,  this  did,  tho  Leo  the  firSt  is  faid  to  have  re- 
fufed  it,  could  have  been  obtained  by  him  of  Constantinople, 
all  the  advantages  might  have  been  loft  to  him  of  Rome,  which 
he  expedted  to  reap  with  this  title  from  his  growing  primacy. 
This  Gregory  the  firft  faw,   and  he  neglected  nothing  to  pre- 
vent it.     Well  may  it  be  faid  that  he  neglected,  and  that  lie 
ftuck  at  nothing  to  prevent  it,  when  we  confider  the  conduct: 
he  held  towards  Phocas.     Mauritius    was    a   good   prince. 
Gregory,  the  moft  fawning,  the  moft  canting,  and  the  moft 
ambitious  of  priefts,  had  extolled  his  charity  and  his  piety  too 
even  when  he  befeeched  the  emperor  to  revoke  an  edict  he  had 
made,    and  which  the  good  bifliop  had  executed,  however, 
in  the  mean  time.     John,   the  patriarch  of  Conftantinople, 
pafted  for  a  pious  prelate,  and  was  of  fuch  remarkable  aufterity, 
that  he  acquired    the  name  of  the  fafter.     Phocas  was  the 
moft  vicious  and  cruel  of  men.     But  John  aflumed  the  title  of 
oecumenical  patriarch:  and  Mauritius  favored  his  pretenfions. 
Thefe  were  irremiflible  crimes  in  both  ;   whilft  the  merit  of  fa- 
voring the  ambitious  humility  of  Gregory,  who  affected  to 
take  no  higher  title  than  that  of  fervant  of  the  fervants  of  God, 
was  Sufficient  to  make  a  Trajan  of  Phocas.     This  inhuman 
ufurper,  not  content  to  put  the  emprefs,  her  three  daughters, 
and  almoft  all  the  relations  and  friends  of  Mauritius,  to  death, 
caufed  the  five  fons  of  his  mafter  to  be  murdered  *  in  his  prefence, 
and  under  the  eyes  of  their  father ;  who  was  afterwards  Stretch- 
ed out  on  the  bodies  of  thefe  innocents,  and  made  a  facriflce, 
on  that  bleeding  altar,  to  the  fame  unrelenting  cruelty.     This 
feene  of  horror  communicated  none  to  Gregory.     The  revo- 
lution, however  brought  about,    gave  him,    his   fee  at  leaft, 
the  victory  over  his  rival :  and  he  thanked  God,  moft  impi- 


*  Maimb.  hift.  dupont.  de  St.  Greg. 
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ouily,  for  it.  The  three  letters  which  he  wrote  on  this  occa- 
fion  to  Phocas  and  Leontia,  in  all  the  proftitution  of  flat- 
tery, the  folemn  reception  that  he  gave  their  images,  which  he 
placed  in  the  oratory  of  the  martyr  Caesarius,  and  the  prayers 
which  the  fenate  and  clergy  offered  up  for  the  profperity  of  thefe 
monfters,  in  a  public  thankfgiving,  by  his  direction,  are  mo- 
numents of  the  infamous  methods  by  which  it  was  thought 
lawful  to  promote  the  defigns  of  ecclefiaftical  ambition.  Gre- 
gory's defign  fucceeded ;  for  Phocas  gave,  tho  not  to  him, 
yet  to  his  fuccefTors,  the  title  he  would  not  fufTer  the  faffing  pre- 
late to  aflume.  But  Gregory's  memory  muft  be  abhorred  by 
every  honeft  mind  :  and  the  impudence  of  your  church,  forgive 
the  expreflion,  in  making  this  man  a  faint,  nor  the  folly  of  ma- 
ny in  ours  who  fpeak  of  him  as  fuch,  cannot  be  attoned  for  by 
the  modefty  that  has  been  fhewn  in  preferring  fcarce  any  other 
pope  to  the  fame  rank  flnce  that  time. 

The  roman  pontiffs  had  more  opportunities,  and  therefore 

greater  encouragement  than  any  others,  to  promote  thefe  defigns 

both  at  home  and  abroad.     There  were  no  patriarchs  in  the 

Weft  to  fhare  with  them  the  luftre  of  this  dignity.     In  a  few 

generations  after  Constantine,    the  empire  of  the  Weft, 

which  he  had  weakened,  fell  into  ruins :   and  as  there  was  no 

emperor  in  Italy  after  the depofition  of  Augustulus  by  Odoa- 

cer,  fo  the  remains  of  the  imperial  dignity  in  that  country 

were  not  fufEcient  to  overfhadow  theirs  ;    especially  after  they 

founded  their  primacy  no  longer  on  the  authority  of  an  imperial 

refcript,  but  on  a  fuppofed  divine  inftitution.     On  the  contrary, 

theirs  increafed  as  that  of  the  emperors  died  away.    Italy  lay  ex- 

pofed  to  the  invafions  of  barbarous  nations.     So  did  Gaul,  and 

Britain,  and  the  other  provinces.    Of  all  thefe  misfortunes,  the 

roman  pontiffs  made  their  profit.     The  pre-eminence  they  had 

acquired,  and  much  more  their  induftry,  their  perfeverance, 
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and  their  (kill,  made  them  in  fome  fort,  and  on  feveral  occa- 
fions,  the  protectors  of  Italy,  and  of  Rome  efpecially.  About 
the  middle  of  the  fifth  century,  Attila  took  Aquilea,  Pavia, 
and  Milan,  ravaged  all  the  country  we  call  Lombardy,  and 
threatened  even  Rome.  The  bifhop  of  this  city  went  at  the 
head  of  an  embaffy  to  him :  and  tho  the  fabulous  circum- 
ftances,  that  have  been  invented  to  give  a  miraculous  appear* 
ance  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  legation,  deferve  our  contempt;  yet 
the  legation  had  fuccefs  in  appearance,  fince  Attila,  for  fome 
reafon  or  other,  left  Italy :  and  Rome  was  delivered  from  her 
fears.  In  the  fame  pontificate,  Gens  eric,  the  Vandal,  furprif- 
ed  and  took  Rome  at  the  felicitation  of  Eudoxia,  who  defir- 
ed  to  revenge  the  death  of  one  hufband  and  to  get  rid  of  another. 
The  pope,  Leo,  had  not  the  fame  fuccefs  on  this  occafion  as 
on  the  former  *.  The  arian  was  not  fo  complaifant  as  the 
pagan.  Rome  was  pillaged  fourteen  days  together.  But  fome 
of  the  churches  were  faved,  the  town  was  not  burned,  nor  the 
people  put  to  the  fword :  and  all  that  happened  lefs  than  had 
been  apprehended  was  imputed  to  die  intercefGon  of  Leo. 

The  hiftory  of  this  fifth  century,  and  of  the  three  or  four 
that  follow,  is  extremely  confufed  and  dark :  and  yet  we  are 
able  to  difcern  a  moft  furprifing  fyftem  of  political  conduct, 
founded  on  the  fame  principles,  and  carried  on  thro  the  whole 
time,  till  that  fpiritual  tyranny,  which  had  done  fo  much  mis- 
chief under  an  ariftocratical  form  before,  and  has  made  fuch 
havoc  in  the  world  fince  under  the  monarchical  form,  was  fully 
eftablifhed.  I  touch  the  fubjecl  lightly,  but  I  rauft  fay  Some- 
thing more  upon  it. 

*  Maimb.  hift.  du  pont.  de  St.  Leon. 
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The  bifhops  of  Rome  had,  betides  the  advantages  they  pro- 
cured to  themfelves,  and  thofe  that  time  and  accidents  put  in- 
to their  hands,  one  original  advantage  which  has  been  hinted 
at  already,  of  the  greateft  importance  to  them  at  Rome,    and 
every  where  elfe,  from  an  habitual  refpect,  that  the  fubjedts  of 
the  empire  retained,  and  the  conquerors  of  the  weftern  pro- 
vinces contracted,  for  the  antient  capital  of  the  empire.     It  was 
natural  for  the  Romans,  when  Rome  became  chriftian,  to  de- 
fire,    that  their  bifhop  mould  reprefent  the  fovereign  pontiff, 
who  had  refided  among  them  whilft  they  were  heathens.  Lai- 
cal vanity  might,  and  ecclenaftical  ambition  could  not  fail  to 
defire  this.     The  confent  of  both  made  all  the  papal  ufurpa- 
tions  eafy :   and  the  people  in  general  liked  better  a  voluntary 
fubjection,  for  fuch  it  was  at  flrft,  to  their  bimops,  than  a  forced 
fubjection  to  prefects  or  any  other  imperial  officers.   The  popes 
took  the  pomp  and  ftate  of  the  pontifex  maximus,    before  they 
affumed    the   title:    and  the   contefts   about   their    elections, 
bloody  contefts  in  the  ftreets  and  in  the  churches  too,  mewed 
what  an  object  of  ambition  the  bifhopric  of  Rome  was,    even 
before  the  deftruction  of  the  weftern  empire.     Thefe  pontiffs, 
in  truth,  derived  their  fovereignty  more  properly  from  Numa 
than  from  Christ:     and  pagan  prejudices  had  fome  effecr, 
even  when  the  world  was  become  chriftian,    in  creating  a  re- 
fpect. for  them.    The  title  of  oecumenical  bifhop  extended,  and 
realifed,  in  fome  inftances,  their  claims.     But  the  title  of  bi- 
mops of  the  eternal  city  helped  the  impofition.      This  imposi- 
tion of  the  popes  did  not  prevail  much  among  the  arians ;   be- 
caufe  of  their  oppofttion  to  arianifm,  and  therefore,    as  they 
perfecuted  this  feci,    wherever  they  had  power  to  do  it,    they 
were  obfequious    enough  to  arian  princes,    under  whom  they 
had  net  this  power  :  an  example  whereof  might  be  taken  from 

the 
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the  embafly  of  one  of  thefe  popes,  whofe  name  I  do  not  re- 
member, and  whom  Theodoric  fent  to  Justin  to  perfuade 
that  emperor  to  fhew  more  indulgence  to  the  arians  in  his 
dominions,  left  the  gothic  king  mould  take  reprifals  on  the  or- 
thodox in  the  Weft.  But  wherever  orthodoxy  prevailed,  thefe 
titles  procured  a  great  regard  to  the  fee  of  Rome,  and  an  in- 
fluence which  the  popes  improved  dire&ly  and  indirectly,  to 
confirm  their  authority  where  it  was  acknowledged,  and  to 
propagate  it,  under  the  notion  of  converfions  to  chriftianity, 
where  it  was  not  acknowledged. 

This  calls  to  my  mind  the  million,    that  Gregory,    the 
fame  I  have  fpoken  of  already,    fent  into  Britain.     This  ex- 
ample will  fhew  what  that  chriftianity  was  which  the  popes 
propagated ;  and  how  the  grofTeft  frauds,    that  iniquity   ever 
invented,  or  impudence  impofed,    were  eftablifhed  under   that 
venerable  name.     Brunehault,  queen  of  France,    muft  pafs 
for  one  of  the  worft  women  that  ever  lived;     if  the  general 
confent  of  hiftorians  can  eftablifh  a  character.     Gregory  held 
an  intimate  correfpondence  with  this  woman :    and  this  inti- 
macy with  her,  and  with  Phocas,  is  fuch  a  brand  on  his  me- 
mory, that  we  might  be  furprifed  to  find  his  name  in  the  calen- 
dar of  your  faints,  if  we  did  not  find  that  of  another  Gregory, 
Gregory  the  feventh,  there.     Brunehault  was  extremely  li- 
beral to  the  ecclefiaftical  order.     She  built  churches,    founded 
convents,  and  had  a  great  devotion  to  relics.     So  much  libe- 
rality,   and  fo  much  fuperftition,    might  have  made   a  faint 
even  of  her  too,    not  with  ftanding  her  crimes:     and  fhe  might 
have  ftood  over  your  altars  in  company  with  her  panegyrift. 
This  pious  queen  contributed  not  only  to  maintain  the  autho- 
rity of  the  bifhop  of  Rome  in  France,  where  it  was  refpect- 
ed  already,  but  to  propagate  it,  where  it  was  not  yet  known  ; 
for  it  is  plain,  that  the  converfion  of  the  Saxons  to  papal  chri- 
ftianity 
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ftianity  was  concerted  with  her.  The  more  immediate  in- 
ftrument  of  this  Converfion  indeed  was  Bert  he  daughter  of 
Charibert  king  of  France,  and  wife  of  Ethelbert  king  of 
the  fouth  Saxons.  She  protected,  fhe  introduced  the  miilio- 
naries :  and  the  king  and  his  fubjects  were  converted  to  the  ro- 
man religion. 

I  do  not  fpeak  improperly,  when  I  fay  the  roman  religion: 
for  altho  Gregory  fays,  in  a  letter  to  Brunehault,  only  this, 
that  "  he  heard  the  church  of  England  had  a  mind  to  become 
"  christian  *  ;"  yet  is  it  certain,  that  the  Saxons  had  the 
knowledge  of  chriftianity,  as  it  was  taught  in  the  firft  ages, 
before  Austin  and  his  monks  came  to  preach  it  as  it  had 
been  modelled,  and,  to  fpeak  plainly,  corrupted  in  the  church 
of  Rome  and  the  other  chriftian  churches.  The  Britons  had 
been  converted  long  before  to  the  chriftian  religion :  and  the 
Saxons  had  a  knowledge  of  it  from  them.  On  this  fuppofiti- 
on  we  may  account,  and  on  any  other  it  is  impoflible  to  ac- 
count, for  the  obftinate  adherence  of  the  Saxons,  after  their 
fuppofed  converfion  by  AustiNj  to  the  afiatic  and  moft  anti- 
ent  rule  of  celebrating  eafter,  which  had  been  changed  in  the 
church  of  Rome,  and  which  Austin  oppofed.  The  Britons 
had  been  driven  into  a  remote  corner  of  the  world :  and  the 
Saxons  were  a  greater  barrier  than  'the  fea  itfelf  between  them 
and  the  continent.  They  retained,  therefore,  their  religion  as 
they  had  received  it,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  additions  that 
had  been  made  to  it  fince  the  time  of  their  converfion,  nor 
particularly  any  thing  of  the  roman  bifhop's  pretentions  to  a 
fupremacy.  As  they  knew,  fo  they  might,  and  fo  I  believe 
they  did,  teach  the  Saxons :  and  it  was  neither  hard  for  one  to 
teach,  nor  for  the  other  to  learn,    chriftianity,  in  a  fimplicity 

*  Indicamus  ad  nos  pervenifie  ecclefiam  anglicariam  velle  fieri  chriftianam.  Jib. 
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that  came  nearer  to  that  wherein  Christ  had  taught  it  to  the 
poor  and  the  ignorant.  But  this  was  to  be  unlearned :  and  the 
fole  objed:  of  Austin's  mifllon  was  to  teach  both  Britons  and 
Saxons  a  new-fangled  chriftianity,  and  to  infpire  them  with  a 
foohfli  refpect  for  fuperftitious  ufages,  and  with  an  abjecl  fub- 
miffion  to  the  fee  of  Rome.  That  thefe  were  the  points  lie 
labored,  appears  from  all  we  know  of  the  conduct  he  held, 
from  his  difputes  with  the  Britons,  from  the  inftiudlions  he 
afked,  and  from  thole  which  the  pope  gave  him.  The  height 
to  which  he  carried  his  legatine  power,  and  the  iufoleuce  with 
which  lie  treated  the  britifh  bifhops,  demonftrate  the  fpirit 
in  which  he  came,  and  the  purpofe  he  came  ior.  The  decla- 
ration, that  thefe  bifhops  fent  him,  or  the  abbot  of  Bangor  by 
their  direction,  was  modeft  but  firm.  They  declared  them- 
felves  fubjecl:  to  the  church  of  God,  and  to  the  pope  of  Rome. 
But  how  ?  As  they  wer<e  to  every  godly  Chriftian,  6cc.  Other 
obedience  than  this,  they  fay  to  Austin,  that  they  do  not 
know  to  be  due  to  him  whom  he  called  pope :  and  that  they 
were  under  the  government  of  the  bifhop  of  Caerleon  upon 
Ufke,  &c. 

The  Britons  flood  out  againft  the  ufurpations  of  the  popes 
many  centuries.  But  the  Saxons  loon  crouched  under  them. 
The  Saxons  were  a  fierce  and  a  free,  but  they  were  an  igno- 
rant people :  and  therefore  falfe  notions  of  chriftian  inftitution 
were  eafily  impofed  upon  them.  From  notions  thus  impofed, 
the  clergy  derived  pretentions  to  fuch  powers,  fuch  immunities, 
and  fuch  pre-eminence  of  rank  and  dignity,  as  raifed  the  bifhops 
to  an  equality  with  princes  and  kings  in  fome  refpects,  and  to 
a  fuperiority  over  them  in  as  many  as  were,  or  could  be  made 
to  feem  relative  to  religion;  for  in  thefe  "  omnibus  dignitati- 
"  bus  praefunt"  was  a  maxim  which  they  had  die  front  to 
avow,  and  which  the  civil  fociety  were  ftupid  enough  to  ad- 
mit. 
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mit.  What  they  pretended  to  belong  to  them,  they  afTumed : 
and  what  they  aftumed  they  juftified  by  canons,  that  is,  by  laws 
of  their  own  making.  The  ecclefiaftical  roman  yoak  was  fo 
well  fixed  on  the  necks  of  the  Saxons,  that  it  grew  more  and 
more  confirmed,  till  the  Normans  came  in,  and  then  it  did  not 
become  lighter;  for  they  brought  the  fame  prejudices  along 
with  them  * :  fo  that  our  ifland  was  a  province,  and  a  farm,  to 
the  court  of  Rome  near  five  hundred  years  longer.  How  eafy 
foever  it  would  be  to  defcend  into  all  thefe  particulars,  I  mould 
find  it  tedious :  and  you  know  that  I  never  engaged  to  write 
treatifes,  nor  any  thing  more  than  eflays;  if  my  part  in  our  oc- 
casional converfations,  extended  on  paper,  can  deferve  even 
that  name.  But  fince  I  mentioned  the  few  falfe  notions,  con- 
cerning chriftian  inftitution,  that  impofed  on  the  Saxons,  and 
fince  I  think  the  ufurpations  of  the  religious  fociety  have  been 
founded  every  where  elfe  on  the  fame,  I  will  endeavor  to  ex- 
pofe  them  to  you  in  a  few  words,  to  fhew  you  how  the  firffc 
deception  arofe  in  the  whole  chriftian  commonwealth,  and  how 
the  monarchical  tyranny  of  the  bifhop  of  Rome  was  graft- 
ed on  it. 


SECTION     XXXIV. 

I  am  not  a  difciple  of  Hobbes,  but  I  embrace  truth  wherever 
I  find  it,  or  whoever  fhews  it  to  me :  and  he  fhews  it  to  me,  I 
think,  when  he  maintains,  that  the  prefent  church  of  Christ, 
by  which  we  mean  in  this  place  the  whole  body  of  Chriftians, 
is  not  the  kingdom  of  Christ.  This  opinion,  however,  that 
it  is  fo,  grew  early  into  belief,  and  will  be  fupported  as  long 
as  that  order  of  men  can  fupport  it,  who  have  afTumed,  under 
pretence  of  being  appointed  to  govern  and  adminifter  in  it,    an 

*  Vid.  Bacon's  treatife  from  S£lden's  notes. 
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eftablimment  diftinct  from  the  civil,  and  a  moft  unreafonable 
and  unequal  fliare  of  wealth  and  power  in  almofr.  every  chrifti- 
an  ftate.  No  opinion,  however,  can  be  more  evidently  falfe. 
The  exprefs  declaration  which  Christ  made  when  he  faid, 
"  my  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,"  the  conduct  he  held,  the 
doctrines  he  taught,  and  the  commiflion  he  gave  to  his  apo- 
ftles,  prove  it  to  be  fo.  If  it  had  been  the  divine  intention  to 
eftablifh,  at  that  time,  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  he  would  have 
appeared,  no  doubt,  more  conformably  to  the  expectations  of 
the  Jews  in  majefty  and  power.  But  they  miftook  the  fenfe  of 
their  prophecies,  it  feems ;  their  expectations  were  vain,  and 
the  purpofes  of  infinite  wifdom  opened  themfelves  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent manner. 


The  Median  mewed  himfelf  to  the  world  in  the  loweft  form 
of  life,  and  avoided  all  appearances  of  affecting  any  higher 
rank,  even  that  of  the  Mefliah,  which  was  diftinguifhed  from 
that  of  king;  tho  the  Jews,  mifled  by  their  prophecies,  could 
not  conceive  the  two  characters  to  be  diftinguifhable.  He  came 
not  to  reign,  but  to  redeem  ;  not  to  triumph,  but  to  fuffer ;  not 
to  erect  a  kingdom,  but  to  prepare  men  for  that  which  was  to 
be  erected  at  his  fecond  coming.  It  may  feem  ftrange,  that 
he  could  conceal  himfelf,  notwithstanding  the  figns  and  won- 
ders that  illuftrated  his  birth,  the  proclamation  of  him  from 
above  at  the  time  of  his  baptifm,  and  all  the  miracles  which 
he  wrought,  chiefly  indeed  out  of  Jerufalem,  during  the  time 
of  his  miniftry.  But  it  is  not  ftrange,  that  he  ufed  all  the 
means  of  keeping  up  this  concealment  of  himfelf  to  the  laft, 
and  in  a  great  degree  even  from  his  difciples,  On  the  hypothe- 
sis here  mentioned.  If  he  had  declared  himfell  publicly  and 
plainly  to  be  the  Mefliah,  either  the  Jews  would  have  taken 
him  by  force  to  make  him  king,  as  St.  John  tells  us,  that  they 

Vol.  IV.  Z  z  z  who 
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who  had  feen  his  miracles  were  ready  to  do  * ;  or  they  would 
have  looked  on  him,  from  the  firft,  as  an  impoftor,  flnce  he 
pretended  to  be  the  Mefliah,  and  yet  affumed  no  dominion, 
nor  claimed  any  kingdom.  In  one  cafe,  the  defign  of  his 
coming  would  have  been  entirely  perverted.  In  the  other, 
the  Jews  might  have  laid  immediate  hold  on  him,  and  have 
taken  away  his  life.  In  neither,  could  he  have  had  the  means, 
nor  the  time  neceflary  to  perform  all  the  purpofes  of  his 
million,  and  to  fulfil  all  the  prophecies  according  to  his  own 
applications  of  them. 

To  prevent  thefe  effects  of  the  miftaken  zeal  of  the  Jews, 
and  to  keep  himfelf  in  the  ftate  of  an  innocent  man  towards 
the  roman  government,  without  being  at  the  expence  of  more 
miracles  for  thefe  purpofes  according  to  Mr.  Locke,  his  con- 
duct was  referved  and  cautious,  his  language  myftical  and  para- 
bolical. But  the  repeated  declarations  he  made,  during  the 
courfe  of  his  million,  that  his  kingdom  was  not  of  this  world, 
were  fufficient  to  keep  him  from  being  obnoxious  to  the  Ro- 
mans: and  tho  he  owned  himfelf  to  Pilate  the  king  of  a 
world  to  come,  we  fee  that  Pilate  found  no  fault  in  him, 
and  that  he  declared  him  an  innocent  man,  when  he  deliver- 
ed him  up  to  the  Jews  to  be  crucified.  For  what  concern  could 
Pilate  or  his  mafter  imagine  they  had  in  a  world  that 
was  to  come,  in  a  future  kingdom,  in  a  kingdom  of  God,  in 
a  kingdom  of  heaven?  In  this  manner,  one  part  of  the  favi- 
or's  intentions  was  anfwered.  His  innocence  was  averred.  But 
there  was  another  part.  He  was  not  only  to  be  innocent,  he 
was  to  die  innocent :  and  of  this  he  made  the  Jews  the  inff.ru- 
ments  by  a  fequel  of  the  moft  artful  behavior,  which  Mr.  Locke 
developes  with  a  fagacity  that  might  give  envy  to  the  deepefl 

*  Reafonab.  of  chriftian. 
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divine,  that  ever  undertook  to  difcover  the  occonomy  of  infinite 
vvifdom. 

He  contrived  to  appear  guilty  to  the  Jews,  by  the  fame 
declaration  by  which  he  appeared  innocent  to  the  Romans. 
He  appeared  a  very  extraordinary  perfon  to  both:  and  well 
he  might;  but  he  fpoke  plainly  to  one  as  far  as  they  were 
concerned,  and  darkly  and  ambiguoufly  to  the  other.  He 
pretended  to  no  kingdom:  Caesar  had  no  rival  in  him.  But 
for  this  very  reafon,  he  became  criminal  to  the  Jews.  The 
miracles  he  performed,  the  obfeure  expreflions  he  let  drop,  in- 
duced fome  of  the  people  to  take  him  for  the  prophet  that  was 
to  come,  for  the  Mefliah.  But  the  fcribes,  the  pharifees,  and 
the  bulk  of  the  people,  who  hearkened,  as  he  had  bid  them 
hearken,  to  thofe  who  fate  in  the  feat  of  Moses,  could  not  cafi- 
ly  take  him  for  the  Mefliah,  confidently  with  their  prejudices ; 
fince  he  affumed  no  kingdom,  nor  pretended  to  any.  Nay 
more,  they  could  not  have  taken  him  eafily  for  the  Mefliah, 
if  they  had  been  able  to  diftinguifh  between  the  Mefliah  and 
the  king ;  fince  he  difguifed  one  of  thefe  characters,  as  he 
difowned  the  other.  This  extraordinary  perfon,  therefore,  was, 
according  to  their  logic,  an  impoftor.  They  were  a  rejected 
people,  for  not  believing  him  to  be  the  Mefliah,  on  the  faith 
of  his  miracles  :  and  he  kept  them  in  this  error.  At  leaft  he 
did  nothing  to  draw  them  out  of  it,  that  they  might  bring 
him  to  the  crofs,  when  his  time  fhould  be  come,  and  complete 
the  redemption  of  mankind,  without  knowing  what  they  did, 
but  at  their  own  expence. 

He  paffed  for  a  Galilean,  tho  he  was  born  at  Bethlehem, 
by  which  one  proof  of  his  being  the  Mefliah  was  fupprefted. 
Even  his  precurfor,  he  who  had  baptifed  him,  he  who  had 
been  a  witnefs  when  he  baptifed  him  of  the  defcent  of  the  holy 
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ghoft  upon  him,  and  had  heard  a  voice  from  heaven  declare 
"  this  is  my  beloved  fon  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed,"  which 
voice,  therefore,  muft  have  been  the  voice  of  God  the  father, 
even  he  did  not  know  certainly  that  the  fon  of  God  was  the 
MefTiah.     When  John  was  in  prifon,  he  fent  to  afk  Jesus, 
fo  little  did  he  know  him  to  be  the  Mefiiah,   "  art  thou  he  that 
mould   come,  or  do  we   expecl:  another  ?"    The  anfwer  Je- 
sus made  was  an  appeal  to  his  miracles,  which  proved  him  to 
be  a  very  extraordinary  perfon  indeed,  but  which  did  not  prove 
him  in  thofe  days,  and  ad  homines,  to  be  the  Mefiiah ;  for  a 
belief  of  the  powers  of  magic  was  not  as  ridiculous  then  as  it 
is  now,  and  the  pharifees  had  prepared  the  people  to  believe 
thefe  very  miracles  wrought  by  Beelzebub.     The  anfwers  he 
gave  on  other  occafions  were  not  lefs  equivocal,  nor  the  lan- 
guage he  held  about  himfelf  at  any  time  more  explicit,  than 
that  wherein  he  declares  himfelf  the  light  of  the  world  as  long 
as  he  is  in  the  world.     He  was  fo  apprehenfive  of  being  taken 
for  the  MefTiah,  left  he  fhould  be  taken  for  a  king  too,  that  he 
fcarce  owned  himfelf  even  to  his  difciples,  and  that  he  com- 
manded the  devils  who  proclaimed  him  to  be  fo,  when  he  caft 
them  out,  to  fay  nothing  of  it.     If  he  declared  himfelf  more 
openly,  juft  before  his  death,  to  be  the  Mefiiah,  he  claimed  to 
the  laft  no  actual  kingdom,  no  kingdom  of  this  world,  neither 
before  his  death  nor  after  it,  till  he  mould  come  again  in  the 
glory  of  his  father,  with  his  angels  to  judge  the  world,  and  to 
render  to  every  man  according  to  his  works. 

The  refurrection,  the  afcenfion  of  Christ,  and  the  coming 
of  the  paraclete  or  comforter  who  was  to  fhew  the  difciples  all 
things,  and  bring  to  their  remembrance  all  things  which  he 
had  faid,  made  them  underftand  more  clearly  and  believe  more 
firmly  that  he  was  the  MefTiah  and  the  king.  The  prophets  had 
fpoken  of  him  under  both  thefe  characters  confufedly  :  and  the 
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Jews  had  been  led,   by  thefe  prophecies  and  by  their  partial  in- 
terpretations of  them,  to  imagine  not  only,  that  the  Mefliah 
and  the  king  were  to  be  one  and  the  lame  perfon,  in  which 
they  did  not  deceive  themfelves,  but  that  all  the  glorious  things, 
which  had  been  foretold  of  him,  were  to  happen  at  once,  and 
as  foon  as  he  mould  appear,  in  which  they  flattered  and  de- 
ceived themfelves  very  fatally.     The  difciples  faw  now,   what 
they  had  not  feen  fully  and  clearly  before.     They  faw  that  the 
two  characters,  and  the  offices  belonging  to  each,  were  to  be 
diftinguifhed.     They  law  that  their  mafter  had  already  appear- 
ed in  one,  and  had  performed  and  fuffered  all  that  belonged  to 
it.     They  believed,  therefore,  that  he  would  foon  appear  in 
the  other,  as  he  gave  them  reafon  to  expecl:  he  would  according  to 
their  apprehenfions  ;  that  his  kingdom,  for  the  coming  of  which 
he  had  taught  them  to  pray,  would  then  come ;   and  that  when 
he  was  feated  in  the  throne  of  his  glory,  his  immediate  difciples 
mould  alfo  fit  on  twelve  thrones  judging  the  twelve  tribes  of 
Ifrael.     He  redeemed  mankind  at  his  flrft  coming,  and  taught 
and  exhorted  them  to  prepare  for  his  fecond,  when  they,  who 
have   believed  in   him,    are  to  enjoy  a  glorious  immortality. 
Then,    and   not  till  then,   his  kingdom  will   begin,    properly 
and  truly  called  fo.     The  intermediate  time  is  a  time  of  rege- 
neration and  preparation.     Divines  talk  of  a  kingdom  of  grace, 
but  the  expreflion  is  figurative,  and  apt  to  convey  a  falfe  idea- 
The  kingdom  of  glory  alone  is  Christ's  kingdom.     He  infti- 
tuted  none  that  was  to  precede  it.     He  exercifed  no  dominion, 
no  co-ercive  power,  nor  delegated  any  to  be  exercifed  by  others* 

If  any  fuch  had  been  delegated  by  him,  it  would  have  been 
fo,  doubtlefs,  to  his  immediate  difciples  the  apoftles,  and  to 
the  feventy  *.     But  when  we  examine  their  commiflion,  we 

find 


*  N.  B.  I  fay  the  feventy  both  here  and  elfewhere,  in  conformity  to  the  general 
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-find  nothing  of  this  kind  in  it.  They  were  commifTioned  to 
teach  or  to  preach  to  all  nations,  or,  perhaps,  to  the  loft 
fheep  of  Ifrael  difperfed  into  all  nations,  that  Jesus  was  the 
MefTiah.  They  were  authorifed  to  fay,  after  their  mailer, 
that  his  kingdom  would  come,  that  it  was  at  hand,  that  they 
who  received  them,  and  the  gofpel  they  taught,  would  be 
received  into  it,  and  that  the  ftate  of  thofe  cities,  who  receiv- 
ed them  not,  would  be  in  that  day,  the  day  when  the  king- 
dom of  Christ  mould  come,  lefs  tollerable  than  that  of  So- 
dom. They  were  to  baptife  fuch  as  believed  :  and  this  bap- 
tifm  or  warning  was  made  a  fign  of  regeneration,  and  ad- 
miilion  into  the  church  of  Christ  here,  in  order  to  admiilion 
into  his  kingdom  hereafter.  Christ  gave  his  apoftles  another 
power,  which  feems  to  be  confequential  to  that  of  baptifing, 
and  therefore  connected  with  it,  the  power  of  remitting  or  re- 
taining fins.  Tho  I  do  not  pretend  to  dogmatiie  about  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  this  power,  yet  I  may  pretend  to  fay  what 
it  is  not,  and  to  what  it  does  not  extend.  It  is  not  a  power  to 
forgive  or  net  to  forgive,  to  cancel  or  not  to  cancel,  fins,  ab- 
folutely  and  definitively.  Such  a  power  belongs  to  the  great 
fearcher  of  hearts  alone.  The  apoftles  might  admit  thofe,  who 
profefied  their  belief  in  Christ  by  baptifm,  into  the  church, 
and  retain  them  in  it  as  long  as  they  held  the  fame  faith  and 
brought  forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance.  They  not  only  might, 
but  it  was  their  duty  to  do  fo,  and  St.  John  cenfures  very  fe- 
verely  Diotrephes,  in  his  third  epiftle,  for  a  contrary  practice. 
If  he  who  had  offended  on  any  occafion  appeared  to  be  peni- 
tent, he  might  be  abfolved,  that  is,  his  fins  were  remitted, 
and  he  was  retained  in  the  chriftian  church.  If  he  was  impe- 
nitent, he  could  not  be  abfolved ;  his  fins  were  retained,  and 
he  was    to    the  brethren  as   an   heathen  man  and  a  publican. 

run  of  orthodox  opinion,  tho  I  know  that  we  have  no  authority,  but  that  of  St. 
Luke,  for  affuming  this  diftincl  number  of  difciples. 

In 
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In  thefc  cafes,  as  in  that  of  baptifm,  the  apoftles  and  their  fuc- 
ceflbrs  were  merely  minifters,  who  performed  a  ceremony,  or 
pronounced  a  judgment.  They  could  not  refufe  baptifm  to 
believers :  and  it  was  not  they,  but  the  church,  the  congrega- 
tion of  the  faithful  properly,  who  retained  an  offender  in  their 
body  by  remitting  his  fins,  or  drove  him  out  by  retaining  them; 
that  is,  by  refuting  to  remit  them :  for  which  aflertion  we 
have  the  authority  of  Christ,  in  the  eighteenth  chapter  of" 
St.  Matthew's  gofpel,  and  that  of  St.  Paul's  example  in  his 
proceeding ,  with  regard  to  the  fornicator  in  the  church  of  Co- 
rinth. 

This  power,  which  Christ  gave  to  his  difciples  and  to  his 
church,  was  fo  far  from  being  a  co-ercive  power,  fuch  a  power 
as  kings  delegate,  and  thofe  who  govern  under  them  exercife, 
fuch  a  power,  in  fhort,  as  may  ferve  to  fhew  that  he  meaned  to 
eftablifh  any  kingdom  in  this  world,   that  it  fhews  the  very  con- 
trary.     "  Whofefoever  fins  ye  remit,  they  are  remitted  unto 
"  them,    and  whofefoever  fins  ye  retain,  they  are  retained.' * 
Again  "  whatfoever  ye  fhall  bind  on  earth  fhall  be  bound  in 
"  heaven,  and  whatfoever  ye  fhall  loofe  on  earth  fhall  be  loofed 
"  in  heaven."     Thefe  expreflions,   taken  together,  point  at  the 
other  world,  the  world  to  come  ;  and  the  full  effect  of  the  pro- 
mifes  and  threatnings  they  contain  is  to  be  expected  there,  not 
here.    In  this  intermediate  ftate  of  preparation  and  probation, 
all  that  they,  who  are  appointed  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  as  fuch 
can  do,  by  virtue  of  the  power  delegated  by  the  firft  paflage, 
is  to   advife,    exhort,    admonifh,    and  to  feparate  themfelves, 
and  to  perfuade  the  faithful  to  feparate,  from  the  impenitent 
and  refractory.     This  is  all  the  power  which  the  firft  of  thefe 
paflages  gives.     The  fecond   gives   no  farther  power,   but  it 
contains  a  promife  which  muft  not  be  underftood  according  to 
the  natural  import  of  the  words,  nor  without  very  great  miti- 
gations 
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gations  of  the  fenfe ;  left  it  fhould  be  underftood  to  imply  fuch  an 
abfurdity  as  it  would  be  impious  to  impute  to  the  word  of  God, 
how  defirous  foever  divines  may  be  to  have  it  fo  underftood. 
It  would  imply  that  Christ,  when  he  comes  at  the  laft  day  in 
the  glory  of  his  father,  and  to  eftablifh  his  kingdom,  will 
not  come  to  judge  the  world,  or  the  chriftian  part  of  it  at  leaft, 
but  merely  to  execute  judgments  already  given,  the  judgments 
of  the  church.  In  fhort,  Christ  gave  no  co-ercive  power  to 
his  apoftles  :  and  they  who  fucceeded  them  exercifed  none, 
till  they  obtained  it,  or  ftole  it,  from  the  kings  whofe  king- 
doms were  of  this  world.  Then,  indeed,  excommunications 
grew  co-ercive,  and  feverely  fo  :  and  powers  that  were  tyran- 
nical in  their  execution,  and  civil  in  their  origin,  began  to  pafs 
for  ecclefiaftical  and  lawful  powers,  in  the  hands  of  men  who 
had  no  right  by  their  inftitution  to  any  that  are  co-ercive  or 
penal.  But  if  that  were  true,  which  is  evidently  falfe,  that 
Christ  had  given  fuch  powers  to  his  apoftles,  as  their  fuccef- 
fors  claim  and  exercife  too,  wherever  they  are  fuffered  to  do  lb, 
yet  there  would  be  no  reafon  to  allow  this  claim  now,  nor  was 
there  any  to  allow  it  even  in  the  primitive  ages  of  chriftianity. 
Christ  breathed  on  his  apoftles,  bid  them  receive  the  holy 
ghoft,  and  we  are  bound  to  believe  that  he  infpired  the  fame 
fpirit  into  them  by  this  act,  which  descended  afterwards  more 
manifeftly  upon  them  and  the  difciples  under  the  figure  of  firey 
tongues.  The  gifts  of  the  fpirit  were  then  common,  and  evi- 
denced themfelves  by  fanctity  of  life,  and  by  many  other  une- 
quivocal ligns.  But  thefe  figns,  fanctity  of  life  and  miraculous 
operations,  foon  failed.  Priefts  after  that  might  blow  on  other 
priefts,  lay  their  hands  on  them,  and  bid  them  receive  the  holy 
ghoft.  But  it  was  filly  and  impious  both  to  perfuade  the  civil 
{ociety  of  Chriftians,  that  fuch  priefts,  as  thcfe  were  generally, 
could  either  give  or  be  worthy  to  receive  the  holy  ghoft.  This 
they  did  however,  and  it  was  neceflary  to  carry  on  this  illuiion, 

that 
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that  they  might  carry  on  the  other.  As  foon  as  they  had  per- 
fuadcd  that  the  church  of  Christ  was  the  kingdom  of  Christ, 
and  that  this  order  of  men  was  appointed  to  govern  in  it,  there 
was  a  necefTity  of  perfuading  likewife,  that  the  fame  fpirit,  the 
fame  gifts  and  graces,  which  Christ  had  bellowed  on  the 
apoftles  for  the  eftablifhmcnt  of  his  church,  were  conveyed 
down  for  the  government  of  it  by  their  order. 

If  we  had  lefs  experience  of  the  powerful  effe&s  of  ambition, 
avarice,  and  fuperftition,  we  might  be  furprifed  that  fome  men 
have  been  hardy  enough  to  after  t,  and  others  weak  enough  to 
believe,    againft  the  exprefs  declarations  of  Christ   himfelf, 
that  his  kingdom  is  of  this  world,  and  that  it  began  immediately 
after  his  firft  coming ;   tho  he  fixed  the  commencement  of  it, 
at  his  fecond  coming,    the  time  of  which  he  left  uncertain. 
There  are  many  dark  pafTages  in  the  gofpels,  and  when  there 
are  no  others  relative  to  any  particular  fubject,    the  prefump- 
tion  of  theology  has  a  full  fcope.    But  when  there  are  panages, 
the  fenfe  of  which  is  determined  and  plain,  thefe  are  to  guide 
us  to  the  fenfe  of  thofe  that  are  ambiguous  and  obfeure.     To 
take  a  contrary  method,  to  explain  and  pretend  to  fix  the  fenfe 
of  what  is  clear  by  what  is  dark,  may  be  called  fubtilty  and 
deep  penetration  ;   but  fure  I  am  it  deferves  to  be  called  abfurd 
and  impudent  impofition.     This  now  is  the  very  thing  that 
has  been  done  in  the  cafe  before  us.     Divines  of  all   ages,  all 
countries  and  iecls  have  done  it.     They  do  it  frill :   and  Beza 
and  Bellarmine,  who  agreed  in  nothing  elfe,  agreed  in  this. 

I  mention  Beza  particularly,  becaufe  he  inferred,  as  I  learn 
fromHoBBEs,  that  the  commencement  of  the  kingdom  of  God 
mould  be  placed  at  the  refurrection  of  Christ,  from  a  paflage 
in  the  gofpel  of  Mark.  In  that,  the  words  Jesus  is  recorded 
to  have  fpoken  are  thefe :   "  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  that  there 
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"  be  fome  of  them  who  ftand  here,  which  fhall  not  tafte  of 
"  death  till  they  have  feen  the  kingdom  of  God  come  with 
"  power."     Thefe  words,  like  thofe  which  he  fpoke  of  St. 
John  to  St.  Peter,  "  if  I  will  that  he  tarry  till  I  come,  what 
"  is  that  to  thee?"  are  very  dark  indeed.      They  plainly  relate 
to  his  fecond  coming,  which  is  charadterifed  by  coming  with 
power.     But  then  it  will  follow,  that  the  perfons  fpoken  of 
are  ftill  alive  ;   which  might  have  pafled  among  the  good  peo- 
ple of  Ephefus,    who  believed,    in  St.  Austin's  time,    that 
St.  John  was  ftill  alive,  and  only  flept  in  his  grave :  and  would 
not  pafs,  I  prefume,  in  thefe  days.     Shall  we  accept  the  con- 
jecture of  Hobbes  ?  He  thinks,  that  the  words  related  to  the 
transfiguration,  of  which  Peter  and  James  and  John,  fome, 
not  all,  who  flood  by  Jesus  when  he  Ipoke  them,  were  wit- 
nefles.     He  thinks,    that  thefe  difciples,  having  feen  Christ 
in  glory  and  majefty,  as  he  is  to  appear  at  his  fecond  coming, 
the  promife  was  accomplifhed  by  way  of  virion.     But  this  is 
conjecture  only,  and,  tho  ingenious,  yet  forced  and  certainly 
not  ferious ;   for  if  thefe  difciples  did  fee  him,  they  faw  him  in 
a  vifion,  and  they  neither  faw  him  come,  nor  the  kingdom  of 
God  come,  in  any  propriety  of  fpeech.     There  might  be  a  more 
probable  account  given,  perhaps,  why  thefe  words  were  fpoken 
according  to  the  natural  and  obvious  fenfe  of  them.     But  I  ufe 
none  of  the  theological  liberties  of  guefs  with  holy  writ,  and  I 
content  myfelf  to  obferve  on  this  occafion  the  abfurdity  of  that 
of  Beza.     Hobbes  takes  notice  juftly,  that  if  the  kingdom  of 
God  was  to  come,  and  did  come  at  the  refurre<5tion,  the  ex- 
preilion  was  not  exact,  fince  all  the  difciples,  not  fome  only, 
lived  till  Christ  was  rifen  from  the  dead.     But  the  abfurdity 
of  this  interpretation  is  greater  ftill.     The  afcenfion  followed 
foon  the  remrrection.     Between  thefe  two  events,  Christ  af- 
fumed  no  more  dominion  than  he  had  done  before,  nor  fhewed 
any  more  figns  of  claiming  or  exercifing  kingly  power.     He 
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fcarce  fhewed  himfelf  to  the  few,  who  were  faid  to  have  ken 
him,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  they  could  know  by  it,  certainly, 
that  it  was  he  whom  they  had  fecn.  I  fay  the  fcwy  becanfe  St. 
Paul,  who  had  not  probably  ever  fecn  Jesus,  deferves  no  cre- 
dit when  he  affirms,  againft  the  whole  tenor  of  the  gofpels, 
that  he  and  above  five  hundred  brethren  at  once  had  feen  him 
after  his  refurrc&ion.  Both  thefe  events,  the  refurrection  and 
afceniion,  parted  in  a  very  private  manner.  There  were  no  eye- 
witnefles,  properly  called  fo,  of  his  refurredtion.  There  were 
kwy  or  his  afcenrton.  But  in  whatever  manner  we  can  fuppofe 
them  to  have  pafled,  if  we  fuppofe  him  to  have  rifen  from  the 
dead,  and  to  have  afcended  into  heaven,  with  the  fame  public 
pomp  and  majefty  with  which  he  is  to  be  attended  when  he 
fhall  come  to  judge  the  world,  and  to  eftablifh  the  kingdom  he 
foretold,  yet  we  cannot  aflert  that  this  kingdom  came,  or  be- 
gan at  that  time.  As  God,  he  reigns  eternally  ;  but  the  king- 
dom here  fpoken  of  was  to  have  a  beginning,  and  to  fay  that  it 
began  when  Christ,  who  had  not  then  eftablifhed  it,  return- 
ed to  reign  with  his  father  in  the  unity  of  the  godhead ;  or 
that  it  came,  tho  we  continue  ftill  to  pray  that  it  may  come, 
when  Christ  left  the  earth,  or  that  he  verted  the  apoftles,  or 
thofe  who  call  themfelves  their  fucceflbrs,  with  a  fovereignty 
in  this  imaginary  kingdom,  which  he  never  afliimed  himfelf, 
is  one  of  thofe  paradoxes,  which  men,  who  find  a  color  for 
any  in  the  dark  layings  of  the  fcriptures,  prefume  to  advance. 

Many  other  paradoxes  have  been  built  on  this,  the  common 
foundation  of  all  ecclefiaftical  power :  and  it  has  happened  in 
the  courfe  of  thefe  ufurpations,  as  it  has  happened  often  in  the 
courfe  of  others.  Whilft  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy  purfued, 
on  one  general  maxim,  an  intereft  of  ambition  common  to  the 
whole  body,  particular  members  invented  other  paradoxes, 
which  feemed  to  arife  out  of  the  firft,  and  which  became  ma- 

4.  A  2  xims 
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xims  juft  as  true  as  the  nrft.  Thus,  that  I  may  fay  in  few- 
words  what  I  mean  to  fay,  and  not  to  defcend  into  a  long  de- 
tail of  particulars,  ecclefiaftical  as  well  as  civil  democracies  be- 
came ariftocracies  ;  ariftocracies  became  monarchies,  and  feve- 
ral  monarchies  were  united  into  one  empire,  under  thofe  great 
conquerors,  the  bifhops  of  Rome.  The  chriftian  church  bore 
fome  refemblance,  after  the  eftablifhment  of  it,  to  the  ftate  of 
antient  Greece.  Both  were  compofed  of  feveral  little  govern- 
ments. They  were  all  Greeks  in  one,  and  all  Chriftians  in  the 
other  ;  but  the  quarrels  of  parties,  in  each  of  thefe,  as  well  as 
the  quarrels  of  one  government  with  another,  deftroyed  the 
public  peace,  and  continued  to  do  fo  notwithftanding  all  the 
judgments  of  the  areopagus  and  all  the  decrees  of  councils. 
The  feuds  that  arofe  in  particular  churches  gave  occafion  or  pre- 
tence to  the  inftitution  of  bi£hops :  and  thofe  that  arofe  between 
church  and  church,  to  the  inftitution  of  metropolitans,  primates, 
and  patriarchs,  one  of  whom  pretended  at  laft  to  be  the  vicar  of 
Christ  in  his  imaginary  kingdom.  In  fhort,  the  clergy,  like 
other  ufurpers,  in  order  to  maintain  the  advantages  they  had 
gained  over  the  laity,  or  to  carry  their  arms  abroad  in  iearch 
of  more,  have  found  it  necefTary  to  fubmit  to  ufurpations  with- 
in their  own  body,  and  to  groan  under  the  very  yoak  they  im- 
pofed. 

Every  innovation  has  been  fupported  by  fome  new  paradox : 
and  divine  right  has  been  claimed  by  all,  on  that  fundamental 
paradox,  in  which  they  all  agree.  Marchmont  will  tell  you 
that  prefbytery  is  jure  divino.  I  mail  tell  you  that  epifcopacy 
is  fo  :  and  tho  you  are  not  a  very  good  papift,  you  will  tell  us 
that  popery  is  fo.  Let  us  be  candid,  and  confefs  that  none  of 
them  are  fo.  To  fet  an  example  of  candor,  I  will  own,  that 
as  monftrous  as  the  papal  pretentions  are  againft  which  we  pro- 
teftants  exclaim  fo  loudly  >  they  may  be  fupported,  by  wrefting 
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and  torturing  the  fcriptures,  juft  as  well  as  the  principles  in  which 
we  agree,  that  the  chriftian  church  is  actually  the  kingdom  of 
Christ,  and  that  a  religious  fociety  was  inftitutcd  to  govern  in 
it  by  his  authority.     Thefe  principles  are  laid  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the  plaineft  and  raoft  pofitive  declarations  which  the  Sa- 
viour made.     But  when  they  are  once  admitted,  Bellarmine 
and  the  other  writers  for  the  church  and  court  of  Rome  arc 
able  to  defend  their  monftrous  pretentions  fo  plaufibly  to  well 
difpofcd  minds,  that  inftead  of  contradicting  the  fcriptures,  they 
fccm  to  build  upon  them,  not  only  on  pafTages  in  the  epiftles 
of  St.  Paul,  who  boafted  that  he  was  the  architect  of  the  fpi- 
ritual  houfe,  and  that  he  laid  the  foundations  of  it,   but  on  the 
words  of  Christ  as  they  ftand  in  fome  pafTages  of  the  gofpels, 
and  to  make  their  work  the  more  fure,  as  they  imagine  abfurd- 
ly  enough,  on  paflages  of  the  old  Teftament  as  well  as  of  the 
new.     Thus  they  prove  the  popes,   as  fucceflbrs  of  St.  Peter, 
to  be  vicars  of  Christ,  to  be  infallible  in  all  their  judgments 
concerning  faith  and  manners,  and  to  have  the  fupreme  fpiri- 
tual  and  even  temporal  power  in  every  chriftian  country.     Such 
are  the  real  pretentions  of  your  church  over  all  civil  power,  over 
all  emperors,  kings  and  princes.     Such  faints  as  your  angelical 
doctor,  fuch  writers  as  Bellarmine  and  Baronius  have  affirm- 
ed them.     Councils  have  held  the  fame  language  :   and  all  they, 
who  would  take  the  temporal  fword  out  of  the  hands  of  St.  Pe- 
ter, have  been  branded  with  herefy,  the  herefy  of  the  politics, 
"  haeretis  politicorum."     True  it  is,  that  fome  of  your  doctors, 
and  even  fome  councils  have  feen  the  folly,  and  blufhed  at  the 
impudence  of  thofe  who  have  carried  thefe  pretentions  in  favor 
of  the  papal  authority  fo  high.     Many  have  writ  againft  them, 
even  in  Italy  :   but  both  tides  have  concurred  in  giving  to  the 
church,  underftanding  by  the  church  the  eccletiaftical  order 
alone,  a  full  and  independent  power  over  the  ftate  in  fpirituals ; 

by 
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by  which  they  faw  that  they  might  preferve  indirectly  a  tyranny 
they  could  not  obtain  direclly. 


SECTION     XXXV. 

From  the  time  of  Constantine  to  that  of  Charles  the 
great,  the  wealth  and  power  of  the  church  had  grown  from  age 
to  age,  by  fuch  means  as  have  been  already  mentioned :  and 
the  authority  of  that  of  Rome  particularly  began  to  overtop  all 
others,  by  a  ftupid  bigottry  that  increafed  as  ignorance  increaf- 
ed,    and  by  the  artifices  which  her  bifhops  employed.     But 
Charles  the  great  raifed  thefe  bifhops  to  that  exorbitant  power 
and  grandeur  which  inabled  them  to  vex  and  opprefs  fome  of  his 
own  fuccenors,  and  to  tyrannife  the  whole  weftern  world :   till 
in  the  reign  of  another  Charles,  feveral  nations  fhook  this  yoak 
off  their  necks,  and  made  it  fit  lighter  on  the  necks  of  thofe 
who  did  not  make  it  off.     When  the   Lombards  had  fettled 
themfelves  in  Italy,  the  popes  began  to  play  a  game,  which  they 
could  not  play  with  the  fame  advantage,  for  many  reafons,   in 
the  reigns  of  the  gothic  kings.     They  fomented  continual  quar- 
rels between  the  exarchs  who  governed  for  the  conftantinopo- 
litan  emperors,  and  the  Lombards,  in  order  to  make  their  profit 
of  them  againff.  both  :  and  when  they  had  drawn  themfelves  into 
diftrefs  and  danger,  their  refuge  for  protection  was  to  France. 
They  apprehended  lefs  the  emperors,  whofe  government  was 
weak  and  oppreflive,  defoifed  therefore  and  hated,  and  who  were 
at  a  greater  diftance  from  Italy,  and  carelefs  enough  about  it. 
They  excommunicated  the  exarchs,  and,  in  the  difpute  about 
image-breaking,    the  emperor  himfelf.      Gregory  the  fecond 
and  the  third  took  advantage  of  this  pretended  herefy,  and  in 
their  zeal  for  images,  which  fuited  the  humor  of  the  times  and 
the  prejudices  of  the  people,  the  firft  of  thefe  popes  took  upon 

him 


ESSAY     THE     FOURTH. 


551 


him  to  forbid  not  only  in  his  own  diocefe,  but  every  where  elfe, 
that  the  orders  of  Leo  the  Ifaurian  fhould  be  obeyed  :   and  the 
fecond  excommunicated  him,  and  abfolved  his  fubjects  from 
their  allegiance  to  him.      Ufurpation  was  foon  added  to  revolt, 
and  the  people  of  Rome  were  made  to  fwear  allegiance  to  the 
popes.    Charles  Martel  had  abetted  thefe  ambitious  and  tur- 
bulent prelates  againft  the  emperor :   and,  when  they  were  in 
danger  from  the  Lombards,  he  faved  them  by  the  influence  he 
had  on  Luitprand.     But  Charles  Martel  dead,   Ravenna 
taken,  and  the  exarchate  conquered,  they  lay  at  the  mercy  of 
this  people,  who  knew  their  double  dealing,  and  had  fufficient 
reafon  to  complain  of  the  conduct  they  had  in  the  revolt  of  Thra- 
simond  duke  of  Spoletto,  and  on  other  occanons.  This  might 
have  defeated  all  their  defigns ;  and  the  power  they  had  acqui- 
red might  have  been  crumed  under  that  of  the  Lombards,    if 
they  had  not  improved  very  dexteroufly  a  lingular  conjuncture  to 
ruin  the  Lombards  in  their  turn,  and  to  finim  on  thefe  ruins  that 
Irately  edifice  of  fpiritual  and  temporal  grandeur  which  they  had 
advanced  very  far  on  thofe  of  their  antient  mailers  the  emperors. 

When  Pepin  the  fhort  refolved  to  take  the  title,  as  he  had 
the  power,  of  king  of  the  Franks,  he  thought  it  neceflary,  not 
only  to  remove  all  fcruples  from  the  minds  of  his  people,  who 
might  efteem  themfelves  bound  by  their  oaths  to  Child  eric 
and  the  merovingian  race,  but  to  juftify  his  new  title  to  other 
chriftian  nations.  He  might  have  done  the  firft,  perhaps,  by 
fome  folemn  farce,  which  his  own  clergy  would  have  been  ready 
enough  to  act.  But  to  do  both  more  effectually  he  chofe  to 
have  the  farce  acted  at  Rome.  He  fent  his  meflengers  to  que- 
ftion  the  oracle:  and  Za chary  gave  the  belt  reafon  that  ever 
pope,  or  oracle,  gave  for  the  fentence  he  pronounced.  He 
pronounced,  that  the  French  were  no  longer  bound  by  their 
oaths  to  Childeric  ;  fince  this  prince  had  not  kept  his  engage- 
ment 
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ment  to  them.  The  reafon  followed  the  fentence  ;  for  "  fuch 
"  is  the  nature  of  conditional  contracts,  faid  Zachary,  that  if 
"  one  party  fails,  the  other  is  abfolved  from  his  promife  *." 
This  anfwer  had  a  full  effect.  Pepin  was  chofen  king,  and 
Childeric  depofed  unanimoufly  in  the  national  affembly  that 
was  held  at  Soiffons. 

If  his  holinefs  was  not  paid  before  hand,  as  antient  oracles 
were  moft  commonly,  Zachary  forefaw,  that  the  time  of  pay- 
ment would  foon  come,  and  he  took  the  beft  method  to  fecure 
it.  He  was  at  peace  with  the  Lombards  when  he  folved  this  fa- 
mous cafe  of  confcience  in  favor  of  Pepin  ;  but  as  foon  as  they 
had  conquered  Ravenna  and  the  Pentapolis,  for  Italy  had  a 
Pentapolis  too,  Astolphus  their  king  determined,  that  the 
popes,  who  had  been  fubjecr.  to  the  emperors,  mould  be  fub- 
ject.  to  him.  The  good  men,  who  had  revolted  from  their 
antient  mafter,  did  not  care  to  fubmit  to  a  new  power,  the 
feat  of  which  was  in  Italy,  and  which  would  be  always  at  hand 
to  keep  them  in  awe,  to  controul  and  to  punifh  them.  Ste- 
phen the  third  was  not  afhamed  to  apply  for  help  to  Constan- 
tine,  the  fon  of  that  very  Leo,  who  had  been  treated  fo  in- 
folently  by  the  two  Gregories.  But  the  emperor  having  as 
little  concern  for  the  church  and  people  of  Rome  as  they  defer  v- 
ed  from  him,  Stephen  did  at  laft,  what  Zachary,  more  able 
than  he,  would  have  done  at  firft  ;  he  had  recourfe  to  Pepin. 
He  was  received  in  France  with  more  than  refpecr,  with  a  ri- 
diculous, and  yet  in  thofe  circumftances  a  wife  appearance  of 
veneration  ;  if.it  be  true,  that  Pepin  and  his  fbns  threw  them- 
felves  at  the  feet  of  the  prieft  to  receive  his  bleiUng.  He  con- 
jured them,  in  eccledaftical  cant,  to  defend  the  church  of  Rome, 
and  the  fepulchres  of  the  apoftles,  that  is,  the  dominion  and 
fovereignty  which  the  popes  had  ufurped  againft  the  Lombards. 

*    MtZERAY. 

The 
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The  Lombards  were  Chriftians,  and  meaned  no  hurt  to  the  reli- 
gion they  profefled.  But  the  caufe  of  the  clergy  and  the  caufe 
of  religion  were  made,  by  the  logic  of  thofe  times,  as  well  as 
of  ours,  the  fame,  when  they  were  quite  diftincl:,  and  even 
when  they  were  oppofite.  Pepin  was  glad  to  feize  an  oppor- 
tunity of  fatisfying,  at  once,  his  own  ambition  and  that  of 
the  roman  bifhops.  Stephen  anointed  him,  his  wife  and  his 
children ;  declared  them,  after  this  holy  unction,  princes  by 
the  grace  of  God  ;  thundered  out  excommunications  againft  all 
perfons,  fubjedls  or  ftrangers,  who  mould  oppofe  them  in  any 
time  to  come,  and  confined  Child  eric  on  the  fame  day  to  a 
monaftery,  as  he  confined  the  children  of  Carloman,  Pepin's 
brother.  Pepin  made  two  expeditions  into  Italy,  reduced  the 
Lombards,  ufurped  on  them  the  exarchate  they  hadufurpedon 
the  Greeks,  and  gave  it  to  St.  Peter  :  fuch  was  the  ftyle. 

Charles  made  feveral  of  thefe  expeditions,  and  in  them  an 
abfolyte  conqueft  of  the  Lombards.  He  confirmed  what  his 
father  had  done,  and  did  frill  more  for  the  church.  He  gave 
the  exarchate  and  the  five  cities  to  the  roman  fee  mod  certain- 
ly ;  but  it  is  as  certain,  that  he  did  not  make  an  abfolute  alie- 
nation of  them,  without  any  referve  of  fovereignty  over  the 
pope  and  them.  His  grant  of  Mantua,  of  Parma,  of  the  two 
Sicilies,  and  of  other  dominions,  is  a  mere  fuppofition,  and  as 
ill  founded  as  the  pretended  donation  of  Const  antine  to  Syl- 
vester and  the  bifhops  of  Rome.  If  this  has  fucceeded  a 
little  more  to  their  advantage  than  the  other,  one  reafon  of  this 
fuccefs  may  be  found,  I  think,  in  the  paffages  of  the  time  we 
fpeak  of  here.  Whatever  pope  forged  the  donation  of  Con- 
stantine,  I  incline  to  think  that  it  was  forged  long  before 
the  tenth  century,  and  that  it  lay  dormant,  among  other 
records  as  authentic  as  itfelf,  till  an  opportunity  of  employing 
it  to  fome  pious  ufe  was  found.     Thus  it  might  be  employed 
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as  an  inducement  to  Pepin  to  make,  and  as  a  juftification  of 
him  for  making,  a  grant  of  the  exarchate  to  the  fee  of  Rome, 
without  any  regard  to  the  rightful  claim  of  the  greek  emperor : 
and  in  this  fenfe  I  choofe  to  underftand  thofe  who  have  called 
this  grant  a  reftitution,  as  if  Pepin,  when  he  feemed  to  give, 
did  only  compound  with  the  popes,  who  had  as  good  a  right 
as  forgery  could  communicate  to  the  whole  weftern  empire. 

In  this  pretended  a£t,  Constantine  is  made  to  declare  his 
intention  to  be  not  only  that  the  fee  of  Rome  mould  have  the 
fupremacy  over  thofe  of  Alexandria,  Antioch,  Jerufalem,  and 
Conftantinople ;  but  that  the  pontifical  throne  mould  be  exalt- 
ed glorioufly  above  the  imperial  *.  He  is  made  to  give  the 
palace  of  Lateran,  his  diadem,  and  all  his  imperial  ornaments, 
to  Sylvester  and  the  popes  his  fuccehors.  He  is  made  to 
conftitute  the  inferior  clergy,  "  romanae  ecclefiae  fervientes," 
in  the  ranks  of  patricians  and  confuls.  In  fhort,  he  is  made  to 
fay  in  exprefs  terms,  that  he  yields  and  abandons  to  Sylves- 
ter, the  univerfal  pope,  and  the  pontiffs  his  fucceflbrs,  the 
city  of  Rome  and  all  the  provinces,  places,,  and  towns  of  Ita- 
ly, or  the  occidental  regions  -f :  and  that  for  this  reafon  he 
thinks  it  "  congruum "  proper  to  transfer  his  empire  into  the 
Eaft  ;  fince  it  is  not  juft,  that  an  earthly  emperor  mould  reign 
where  the  prince  of  priefts,  and  the  head  of  the  chriftian  religi- 
on is  eftablifhed  by  the  emperor  of  heaven  §. 

*  Amplius  quam  noftrum  imperium  terrenumque  thronum  fedem  facratiflimam 
B.  Petri  gloriose  exaltare. 

■f  Contra  dentes  et  relinquentes  univerfali  papae  romanam  urbem,  et  omnes  Ita- 
liae  feu  occidentalium  regionum  provincias,  loca,   et  civitates. 

§  Quoniam  ubi  principatus  facerdotum  et  chriftianae  religionis  caput  ab  impera- 
tore  coelefti  conftitutum  eft,  juftum  non  eft  ut  illic  terrenus  imperator  habeat 
poteftatem. 

I  HAVE 
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I  have  quoted  this  extraordinary  piece  a  little  the  more  at 
large,  becaufe  it  has  been  avowed  genuine  by  the  court  of 
Rome,  and  has  been  published  as  fuch  by  one  of  the  Leos; 
for  which  reafon  it  may  ftand  very  properly  here  as  an  inftance 
of  the  moft  impudent  forgery,  which  the  religious  fociety  ever 
attempted  to  impofe  on  the  civil,  and  may  render  all  that  re- 
mains to  be  faid  of  thefe  forgeries  and  ufurpations  the  more 
probable.  I  know  that  Baronius  gives  it  up,  and  would  fain 
perfuade  mankind,  that  this  aft  was  forged  by  the  Greeks  to 
caft  a  reproach  on  the  roman  church.  I  know  too,  that  he 
gives  up  the  decretal  epiftles,  and  I  do  not  fuppofe,  that  there 
is  any  man  who  would  have  the  front  at  this  time  to  defend 
either.  But  thefe  candid  acknowledgments  come  too  late,  to 
fave  the  honor  of  Rome.  Her  advocates  defended  both,  as 
long  as  they  could  impofe  on  ignorant  ages.  Nay  they  attempt- 
ed it  even  after  the  refurrection  of  letters.  When  thefe  impofi- 
tions  could  pafs  no  longer,  and  when  they  had  done  the  work 
they  were  defigned  to  do,  they  were  abandoned,  as  many  other 
forged  ads  and  falfe  traditions  have  been.  But  are  men,  who 
confefs  perjury  when  they  are  convi6ted  of  it,  to  be  received 
as  good  witnelles  in  any  cafe  ?  I  think  not,  and  therefore  I  in- 
fift,  that  the  forgery  of  the  donation,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
decretals,  fince  thefe  have  been  mentioned  too,  may  ftand  as 
proofs  of  the  little  credit  we  ought  to  give  to  any  of  thofe  that 
are  brought  in  juftification  of  the  papal  pretentions  to  temporal 
or  fpiritual  rights. 

These  rights  have  in  truth  no  better  foundation  than  the 
compact  I  have  mentioned  between  princes  and  priefts.  It  be- 
gan under  Constantine,  but  it  never  appeared  fp  groflly  as 
under  Pepin  and  Charles  the  great.  On  which  occafion  it 
may  be  worth  while  to  obferve  how  much  a  worfe  bargain 
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Constantine  made  with  the  church  than  the  others  made 
with  the  pope.  What  Constantine  gave  was  immediate  and 
real.  The  returns  he  had  to  expect  were  future,  and  fuch  as 
never  anfwered  his  expectations  either  in  his  own  time,  or  in 
that  of  his  fuccefTors,  either  in  promoting  the  grandeur,  or  in 
fecuring  the  peace  of  the  empire.  The  emperor  was  the  bub- 
ble of  this  bargain.  That  which  Pepin  and  Charles  the  great 
made  with  the  church,  already  eftablifhed  and  powerful,  was 
better,  and  in  fome  degree  the  reverfe  of  the  other.  Their  ad- 
vantages in  this  alliance  were  immediate  as  well  as  thofe  of  the 
pope  :  and  who  mould  improve  them  moft  was  left  to  the  fkill 
and  management  of  their  fuccefTors.  In  the  mean  while,  if 
they  could  not  cheat  one  another,  they  bantered  the  reft  of  the 
world  egregioufly.  The  pope  gave  the  title  of  king  to  Pepin, 
and  that  of  emperor  to  Charles.  Thefe  princes  gave  tem- 
poral dominion  to  the  pope,  and  raifed  the  opinion  of  his  fpi- 
ritual  dignity  and  authority  as  high  as  the  examples  they  af- 
fedled  to  give  of  reverence  and  fubmifiion  could  raife  it.  Thus, 
by  fortifying  his  ufurpations,  they  ftrengthened  their  own: 
andwhilft  we  admire  the  conquefts  whereby  Charles  extend- 
ed his  empire  and  that  of  the  pope  together,  it  is  impoillble 
not  to  laugh  when  we  figure  to  ourfelves  the  two  ufurpers 
kneeling  to  one  another,  the  emperor  afking  the  blefiing  of  a 
man  he  made  head  of  the  church,  the  pope  acknowledging 
the  imperial  fovereignty  in  a  man  he  made  head  of  the  empire* 
and  each  bellowing  moft  generoufly  what  neither  of  them  had 
any  right  to  give. 

As  thefe  alliances  were  made  on  principles  of  human  policy, 
and  dictated  by  private  intereft  alone,  they  were  kept  accord- 
ingly. Charles  the  great  feemed  to  forefee,  that  the  alliance 
he  had  made  would  not  be  very  well  obferved,  and  that  the 
church  would  find  means  to  tranfgrefs,   inftead  of  keeping 
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within  the  bounds  of  it.  He  had  received  his  crown  from  the 
pope ;  but  he  was  fo  afraid  that  future  popes  might  claim  from 
this  precedent,  drained  to  their  purpofe,  a  right  to  give  it,  that 
he  would  not  fuffer  any  prelate  to  fet  it  on  the  head  of  his  fon, 
who  was  elected  and  crowned  in  his  prefence  at  Aix.  He  or- 
dered Lewis  to  take  it  from  the  altar,  and  to  crown  himfelf. 
But  Lewis  profited  ill  of  this  leffon.  Even  in  his  reign,  the 
popes,  who  felt  their  ftrength,  began  to  improve  every  op- 
portunity of  extending  their  prerogatives  by  encroachments  on 
thofe  that  belonged  to  the  emperors.  Thus,  for  inftance,  a 
Leo  prefumed,  under  the  pretence  of  a  conspiracy  againft  him- 
felf, to  condemn  capitally  fome  perfons  without  the  imperial 
authority.  The  matter  was  examined,  but  the  pope  was  not 
cenfured,  he  was  rather  fcreened  by  the  imperial  court,  as  we 
may  prefume  from  the  extreme  refentment  which  the  people  of 
Rome  fhewed  after  his  death,  and  from  all  the  indignities  they 
offered  to  his  memory.  Thus  again,  a  Paschal  feifed  on 
fome  of  the  principal  men  of  Rome,  officers  of  the  emperor, 
and  free  from  any  crime  but  that  of  maintaining  the  imperial 
rights.  He  ordered  their  eyes  to  be  put  out ;  their  hands  and 
feet,  and  after  thefe  their  heads,  to  be  cut  off,  in  the  Lateran 
palace.  An  army  was  fent  to  Rome  to  punifh  this  ufurpa- 
tion  of  power  and  excefs  of  cruelty.  His  holinefs  purged  him- 
felf of  the  crime  by  oath.  But  his  holinefs  was  forfworn,  and 
having  efcaped  the  punifhment,  did  not  feem  concerned  to  con- 
ceal the  perjury ;  for  he  declared  afterwards,  that  the  perfons 
he  had  caufed  to  be  executed  were  guilty  of  high  treafon,  which 
he  muft  have  underftood  to  be  high  treafon  againft  himfelf, 
and  abfolved  the  murtherers  becaufe  they  were  of  St.  Peter's 
family.  All  this  and  more  that  weak  prince  the  Debonnaire 
endured  from  the  popes,  who  came  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  power 
and  infolence,  by  the  bigottry  of  the  age,  and  by  the  advan- 
tage they  took  of  the  troubles  which  arofe  in  the  empire,    that 

in 
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in  the  fecond  generation  after  Charlemagne  Charles  the 
bald  was  obliged  to  purchafe  the  empire  of  the  pope  by  very 
great  concefiions.  He  quitted  all  right  to  jurifdi&ion  in  Rome, 
and  the  country  about  it,  and  inftead  of  referving  to  himfelf 
that  of  making  the  election  of  popes  valid  by  the  imperial  con- 
firmation, he  is  faid  to  have  yielded  that  of  creating  and  of 
crowning  emperors  to  the  pope. 


SECTION     XXXVI. 

An  univerfal  and  public  dinolution  of  manners,  into  which 
the  clergy  in  general  had  fallen,  might  have  brought   difgrace 
on  the  whole  order,  fufhcient  even  in  thole  ages  to  have  opened 
the  eyes  of  the  laity,  to  have  flopped  their  profufe  charity  to 
the  church,  and  to  have  converted  their  blind  fubmifiion  into  a 
juft  indignation.    But,  befides  the  favorable  circumftance  alrea- 
dy mentioned,  that  apparent  fanctity  of  the  few  which  ferved 
to  fcreen  the  vices  of  the  many,    it  is  true  that  this  dinolution 
of  manners  received  fome  checks  from   time  to  time.     One 
of  thefe  I  will  point  out.     The  fynod,   or  the  affembly  of  the 
ftates,    for  it  confined  of  laity  and  clergy   both,     which   was 
held  at  Aix  in  the  reign  of  the  Debonnaire  made  fome  refor- 
mation in  convents,  where  the  debauchery  was  fcandalous  be- 
yond all  meafure.      Rules  were  eftablifhed  of  ftricter  difcipline 
for  monks  and  nuns,  and  the  epifcopal    order   was  reftramed 
from  fome  excefies.     Bifhops  were  forbid  to  adorn  their  habits 
with  gold  and  jewels,   to  wear  fwords  and  belts,     to  drefs  in 
fcarlet  and  to  make  war.     I  am  far  from  believing,    that  new 
conflitutions  made,  or  old  ones  renewed,  had  an  entire  effect, 
or  produced  a  real  reformation,  but  they  might  fave   fome  of 
the  worft  appearances,  which  was  enough  for  a  church  wherein 
a  fpirit  of  policy,    not  a  fpirit  of  religion,   prevailed.     Thus 

much 
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much  too  might  be  eafily  brought  about,  when  the  cxercilbs  of 
true  piety  were  changed  into  fuperftitious  practices;  when  it 
coft  fo  little  to  be  a  good  bifhop,  a  good  prieft,  a  good  monk, 
or  a  great  faint,  that  it  was  neceflary  rather  to  difguife  than  to 
reftrain  their  paflions ;  and  when  thefe  men  could  acquire  fuch 
holy  characters  by  no  greater  merit  than  this,  and  even  make 
themfelves  amends  for  difguifing  or  retraining  fome  of  their 
paflions  by  indulging  others.  Pride,  revenge,  avarice,  and 
ambition,  had  only  their  names  to  change,  and  their  effedts 
were  confecrated  with  the  gi  eatefl  applaufe.  It  is  eafy  to  con- 
ceive too,  that  thefe  vices  of  the  mind  were  purfued  with 
greater  application,  and  by  more  perfons  in  the  common  canfe 
of  the  church,  when  fenfuality  and  debauchery  were  a  little 
more  reftrained ;  and  that  this  kind  of  reformation,  inftead  of 
making-  the  clergy  better  men,  made  them  only  more  dange- 
rous enemies  of  the  ftate. 

Laymen  aflifted  to  reform  the  clergy  without  much  fuccefs, 
churchmen  continued  to  incroach  on  the  laity  with  great  fuc- 
cefs, and  the  breach  of  that  alliance  which  Pepin  and  his  fon 
Charles  the  great  had  lately  made  between  the  imperial  and 
papal  power,  as  Const  ant  in  e  had  made  one  before  between 
the  monarchy  and  the  hierarchy,  grew  wider  and  wider,  and 
difturbed  the  whole  chriftian  world.  It  could  not  happen 
otherwife,  when  once  the  bifhops  of  Rome  had  refolved  to  be 
monarchs  as  well  as  the  emperors,  their  rivals  at  leaft,  perhaps 
their  mafters ;  and  when  they  had  acquired  ftrength  mfrkient, 
which  they  were  not  long  in  acquiring  to  make  thefe  attempts. 
Examples  may  be  produced  of  churchmen,  and  ahemblies  of 
churchmen,  who  have  oppofed,  on  fome  few  occanons,  the  moll 
violent  excefles  of  papal  tyranny.  The  particular  motives  they 
had  are  not  always  developed  in  hiftory.  But  particular  and 
temporary  motives,  arifing  from  particular  conjunctures,   they 

muft 
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muft  have  had,  whenever  they  held  fuch  a  conduct.  Tho  they 
had  fome  dependance  ftill  on  princes,  even  when  the  popes 
were  grown  bold  enough  to  claim  and  exercife  over  thefe  a  moil 
exorbitant  power,  yet  their  dependence  on  the  pope  was  double 
wherever  his  fupremacy  was  eftablifhed  ;  which  I  prefume  to 
have  been  the  cafe  in  all  the  chriftian  countries  of  the  Weft  ibon 
after  the  end  of  the  eighth  century.  Princes  had  it  in  their 
power  to  mew  favor,  in  many  refpects,  and  to  deal  out  fome 
degrees  and  kinds  of  punifhment  to  the  members  of  the  re- 
ligious fociety,  as  we  have  accuftomed  ourfelves  in  this  eflay  to 
call  the  clergy.  The  popes  had  their  (hare  of  this  influence 
too,  and  their  fhare  was,  on  the  whole,  the  greateft.  But 
there  was  another  influence,  ariflng  from  another  intereft, 
which  centered  in  them  alone. 

Of  this  influence  princes  could  have  no  fhare ;  for  it  arole 
from  an  intereft  contrary  to  theirs.  Princes  and  priefts  had 
agreed  in  incroaching  on  the  rights  of  the  civil  fociety,  according 
to  the  true  fpirit  of  their  alliance,  whilft  the  government  of 
the  church  was  ariftocratical.  But  when  it  became  monarchi- 
cal the  fcene  was  changed.  The  groundlefs  diftinction  between 
fpiritual  and  temporal  power  had  been  long  eftablifhed,  and  had 
taken  full  poflelfion  of  the  minds  of  men.  The  former  had 
been  exercifed  from  the  time  of  Constant ine,  with  no  fmall 
confufion,  by  different  churches,  in  different  countries,  and  in 
all  with  much  dependance  on  the  civil  power,  and  a  real  fubor- 
dination  to  it.  But  Charles  the  great  did,  in  effect  and  in 
confequence,  unite  the  difperfed  powers  of  the  weftern  church 
under  one  direction,  and  raife  the  pope  from  an  oecumenical 
bifhop,  with  limited  and  difputed  prerogatives,  to  be  a  fpiri- 
tual emperor,  with  a  large  fhare  of  temporal  dominion.  This 
new  ecclefiaftical  conftitution,  for  fuch  it  may  be  truly  called, 
which  he  made,  or  to  which  he  gave  occafion,  might  be  of  im- 
mediate 
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mediate  advantage  in  many  refpects  of  ambition  to  himfclf.    But 
this,  like  many  other  temporary  expedients,   proved  fatal  in  it's 
confequences.     As  the  divifion  of  the  Lombards  into  fevcral 
dukedoms  weakened  their  power,  and  prepared  the  way  to  the 
deftruction  of  it ;   fo  the  union  of  all  the  churches  of  the  Weft 
under  one  head  ftrengthened  ecclefiaftical  power,  and  prepared 
the  way  to  all  the  conquefts  it  made.    As  foon  as  the  religious 
fociety  had  an  emperor  of  their  own  order  at  their  head,  the 
fucceflbrs  of  Charles  had  no  longer  a  prevailing  influence  over 
them.     They  thought  it  no  longer  necelTary  to  keep  fair  with 
thofe  princes,  to  help  them  and  to  be  helped  by  them  in  plun- 
dering and  fubduing  the  civil  fociety,  as  they  had  done  before. 
They  affected  independency  on  all  authority  that  was  not  ec- 
clefiaftical, and  hoped  to  obtain,  by  conquering  the  emperors 
themfelves  under  the  papal  banners,  much  greater  advantages 
than  thofe  they  had  obtained  already  by  their  alliance  with  the 
imperial  authority. 

The  contefts  which  the  popes,  fupported  by  this  fpirit  in  the 
clergy,  raifed,  under  the  immediate  fucceflbrs  of  Charles  the 
great,  continued  during  the  courfe  of  many  ages,  and  brought 
infinite  mifchief,  as  well  as  difgrace,  on  chriftianity  that  was 
not  anfwerable  for  either.     The  points  in  difpute  were  few, 
but  they  were  very  important :   and  to  fuffer  a  decifion  of  them 
in  favor  of  the  popes,  was  nothing  lefs  than  to  acknowledge 
their  fovereignty  in  every  chriftian  ftate,  as  well  as  their  fu- 
premacy  in  every  chriftian  church.     The  emperors  conferred 
benefices,  and  inverted  the  prelates  by  the  ftaff  and  the  ring. 
The  election  of  the  popes  themfelves,  how  much  foevcr  they 
had  been  raifed  above  all  other  bifhops,  was  fo  far  from  being 
independent  on  the  emperors,  that  it  was  not  reputed  valid  till 
it  had  been  confirmed  by  them  nor  did  they  confirm  it  till  the 
perfon  elected  had  taken  an  oath  of  fubmiflion  and  obedience  to 
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them.     One  of  thefe  prerogatives  was  neceflary  to  maintain 
that  fhare  of  influence  which  they  had  left  themfelves  over 
the  clergy  in  their  own  dominions,  and  the  other  to  check  the 
farther  growth  of  that  monarchical  power   which  they   had 
helped,  as  well  as  fuffered,  the  popes  to  afTume  in  the  church, 
and  which  the  ecclefiaftics  were  but  too  ready  in  every  place  to 
abet ;   for  the  bifhops  did  not  feem  to  perceive  either  time 
enough  or  ftrongly  enough  what  chains  they  were  preparing  for 
themfelves.     Both  the  prerogatives  were  the  more  neceflary  to 
be  maintained,    fince  Charles  the  great  had  thrown  fo  im- 
menfe  a  fhare  of  temporal  power  into  the  hands  of  the  prelates 
as  well  as  of  the  popes,  by  the  earldoms,  baronies,  and  other 
eftates  of  much  authority  as  well  as  dignity  in  the  empire, 
which  he  gave  them.     Befides  which,  it  is  to  be  confidered, 
that  if  any  of  the  power  which  the  emperors  exercifed  in  the  in- 
veftitures  was  ufurped,  it  was  ufurped  on  the  chriftian  congrega- 
tions, not  on  the  popes :  and  if  the  popes  had  ufurped  this 
power  out  of  the  empire,  in  Britain  and  elfewhere,  the  empe- 
rors might  very  well  think  it  too  much  to  fuffer,  that  they 
mould  profit  of  their  own  ufurpations,  and  of  thofe  which  had 
been  made  by  others.     As  to  the  fuperiority  of  the  imperial 
over  the  pontifical  authority  in  general,  it  had  not  only  been 
acknowledged  in  the  days  of  heathen  emperors  and  heretic 
princes,  fuch  as  the  gothic  kings  were,   but  it  had  been  exer- 
ciied  by  the  greek  emperors  in  matters  of  doctrine  as  well  as 
discipline,  and  had  been  recognifed  moft  folemnly  in  the  days 
of  Charlemagne,  in  every  refpect  of  dominion  and  difcipline 
at  leaft.     Many  authentic  monuments  proved  the  acknowledg- 
ment :   and  the  recognition  of  the  imperial  fovereignty  was  fo 
recent,  when  the  popes  began  to  make  it  off,  that  as  no  impu- 
dence lefs  than  that  of  the  court  of  Rome  could  deny  it,  no  in- 
gratitude lefs  than  that  of  the  popes  could  forget  fo  foon,   to 

whole 
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whofe  favor  they  owed  much  of  their  fpiritual,  and  all  their 
temporal  grandeur. 

SECTION     XXXVII. 

Thus  the  caufe  of  the  emperors  ftood,  whilft  that  of  the 
popes  was  founded  on  nothing  better  than  aflumption,  forgery, 
and  the  moft  barefaced  ufurpation.  They  affumed,  and  their 
advocates  aftume  ftill,  that  Christ  eftablifhed  a  kingdom  when 
he  was  on  earth.  They  call  it  his  church,  and  play  with  the 
ambiguity  of  the  word ;  for  when  they  mean  to  fpeak  of  the 
fuppofed  a6tual  kingdom  of  Christ  on  earth,  the  word  church 
ftgnifles  the  whole  body  of  chriftian  people ;  and  when  they 
mean  to  fpeak  of  the  governors  or  government  of  this  fuppofed 
kingdom,  the  fame  word  is  ufed  to  fignify  the  whole  ecclefi- 
aftical  order,  with  the  pope  at  the  head  of  it.  To  fay  in  plain 
terms  that  Christ  eftablifhed  a  religion,  a  rule  of  faith  and 
manners,  the  conformity  or  nonconformity  to  which  is  to  be 
rewarded  or  punifhed  by  Christ  himfelf  in  another  life,  and 
that  he  commiflioned  certain  men  to  preach  it,  and  to  com- 
miflion  others  to  preach  it,  would  not  lay  a  foundation  furfl- 
cient  for  the  immenfe  building  that  has  been  erected,  and  is  ftill 
kept  up,  tho  it  has  tottered  long.  They  were  glad  at  firft  to 
found  their  primacy  on  an  imperial  refcript.  But  they  foon  af- 
fumed  that  Christ  inftituted  a  fovereign  pontiff  to  govern  this 
church  or  kingdom,  that  this  pontiff  was  Peter  the  prince  of 
his  apoftles,  and  that  he  did  this  agreeably  to  all  laws  divine 
and  human  ;  nay  that  he  would  not  have  fhevvn  common  dis- 
cretion, if  he  had  neglected  to  leave  fuch  a  vicar  behind  him  as 
might  execute  all  his  own  powers.  They  affume  that  the  popes 
are  the  fuccenors  of  Peter,  that  they  have  all  his  powers  as  he 
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had  Christ's,  and  are,  as  he  was,  the  vicars  of  Christ*. 
They  aftume  a  multitude  of  other  things,  relative  to  thefe, 
which  it  is  unnecefTary  I  mould  flay  to  enumerate.  Now  of 
thefe  afTumptions,  which  are  the  principal  every  man  is  a  com- 
petent judge  who  can  read  the  gofpels ;  for  we  muft  own  that  no 
powers  like  thofe  which  are  afTiimed  can  belong  to  the  church 
now,  nor  could  belong  to  the  apoftles  themfelves,  unlefs  they 
are  evidently  contained  therein :  or  elfe  we  muft  beg  the  que- 
stion moll;  abfurdly,  as  our  proteftant  writers,  and  the  leaft 
papal  of  yours,  fuch  as  Du  Pin  and  Giannone,  that  I  may 
quote  a  lawyer  as  well  as  a  divine,  have  done.  They  fup- 
pofed  that  Christ  eftablifhed  a  fociety  diftinct  from  the  civil, 
in  every  fociety  where  his  religion  mould  be  received,  by  the 
commiflion  given  to  his  apoftles  and  difciples.  Let  us  fuppofe 
this  to  be  true,  for  the  fake  of  argument.  Let  us  fuppofe,  in 
confequence  of  it,  that  this  fociety  had  a  power  to  make  laws 
for  it's  own  advantage  and  better  government,  provided  thefe 
laws  did  not  difturb  the  eftablifhed  order  of  the  ftate,  as  every 
other  particular  and  lawful  fociety  has  by  common  right  ac- 
cording to  them,  but  not  according  to  truth  in  fo  great  a  lati- 
tude. When  all  this  is  yielded  to  them,  all  that  will  follow  is,, 
that  fuch  a  fociety  had  a  power  of  making  by-laws  to  which 
all  the  members  of  it,  that  is,  all  ecclefiaftics,  were  fubjecl:, 
and  they  alone.  I  fay  ecclefiaftics  alone,  that  the  church  fo- 
phifts  may  not  impofe  on  us  by  an  equivocal  ufe  of  terms,  nor 
employ  the  word  church  in  one  fenfe,  in  one  part  of  their  argu- 
mentation, and  in  another  fenfe,  in  another.  If  they  fay,  and 
they  do  fay,  that  the  legiflative  power  fpoken  of  was  given  to 

*  Quod  divinoet  humano  jure  itafemper  factum  reperiretur,  Christum  fuorum 
apoftolorum  principem  conftituifle  Petrum.  This  is  cited  by  Casaubon  in  his  fifth 
exercit.  on  Baronius.  Omnis  poteftas  mihi  data  eft  in  coelo  et  in  terra.  Mat. 
xxviii.  1 8.  This  is  the  text.  The  papal  commentary  follows.  Non  videretur  domi- 
nusdifcretus  fuifie,  ut  cum  reverentia  ejus  loquar,  nifi  unicum  poft  fe  talem  vica- 
rium  reliquifiet,  qui  haec  omnia  pofiet.     Vid,  aut.  glofiar.  in  extrav.  unam  fan&arn. 
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the  religious  fociety,  exclufively  of  the  civil,  their  argument 
drawn  from  the  rights  of  particular  fbcieties  is  good,  as  far  as 
their  fociety  is  concerned.  But  if  they  fay,  and  they  do  fay, 
that  the  civil  fociety  of  Chriftians  was  and  is  fubjecl:  to  thefe 
laws,  they  beg  the  queftion,  and  they  grow  abfurd.  The 
comparifon  is  no  longer  juft,  nor  the  argument  good  ;  for  tho 
it  be  granted,  that  the  by-laws  of  a  particular  fociety  may  go- 
vern that  fociety,  it  is  denied,  that  they  can  be  laws  to  the 
whole  community.  Laws  to  the  whole  community,  no  power 
that  is  not  the  fovereign  power  in  that  community  can  prefcribe. 
I  know  that  the  trite  diftinction  between  fpiritual  and  temporal 
is  always  at  hand.  But  I  afk,  is  this  power  co-ercive  or  not  ? 
If  it  be  not  fo,  a  power  which  begins  and  ends  in  fpirituality 
cannot  be  very  dangerous  nor  oppreilive.  But  if  it  be  co-ercive, 
they  may  call  it  fpiritual  as  long  as  they  pleafe ;  it  is  what  I 
juft  now  faid,  the  power  of  a  particular  fociety  to  make  laws, 
not  for  themfelves  alone,  but  for  the  whole  community  ;  and 
as  much  as  the  church  advocates  endeavor  to  difguife  the 
abfurdity,  and  to  evade  the  confequences,  this  is  what  they 
mean. 

If  this  was  not  their  meaning,  to  what  purpofe  mould  they 
infift  fo  much,  or  at  all  indeed,  on  the  great  fuperiority  of  the 
clergy  as  a  more  holy  order  over  the  laity,  and  of  fpiritual  power 
and  dignity  over  the  temporal  ?  This  they  have  all  done  from 
Cyprian,  firft  a  magician,  and  afterwards  a  father  of  the  chri- 
ftian  church,  down  to  that  learned  bigot  Dodwell,  who  wrote 
differtations  on  him.  This  they  do  even  in  this  country,  and  at 
this  hour,  as  openly  as  they  dare ;  for  let  us  not  be  deceived  by 
the  low  cunning  and  diflimulation  of  fome.  Whoever  aflerts 
that  the  ecclefiaftical  order  is  of  divine  inftitution,  and  by  that  in- 
ftitution  independent  of  the  ftate,  whatever  alliance  this  order  may 
think  fit  to  fuppofe  has  been  made  with  it,  fays  in  effect  all 

that 
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that  they  fay  who  fpeak  more  openly,  more  honeftly,  and  more 
confiftently.  Giannone,  who  writ  at  Naples,  carries  thefe  no- 
tions fo  far,  that  he  lies  open  to  ridicule  in  this  particular,  how 
refpectable  an  author  foever  he  be  in  general.  He  quotes  Ci- 
cero to  fhew  that,  in  the  roman  commonwealth,  they  who 
prefided  over  the  affairs  of  the  ftate  prefided  over  thofe  of  reli- 
gion, by  a  cuftom  derived  from  their  forefathers ;  and  that  no- 
thing is  more  worthy  of  princes  and  men,  diftinguifhed  by  their 
knowledge  in  human  affairs,  than  to  be  fo  likewife  by  their 
knowledge  of  thofe  that  are  divine.  He  fays  that  the  two  cha- 
racters of  king  and  prieft  were  united  often  in  heathen  govern- 
ments. But  that  the  chriftian  religion  propofmg  a  much  more 
noble  object  than  the  meer  prosperity  of  ftates  and  the  public 
tranquility,  the  dignity  of  the  priefthood  among  Christians  is 
feparated  from  the  imperial  dignity,  and  raifed  as  much  above 
it  as  things  divine  are  above  things  human,  as  the  foul  is  more 
noble  than  the  body,  and  as  eternal  happinefs  is  preferable  to  that 
of  this  life.  He  tells  us  afterwards,  that  notwithstanding  this 
wide  difference,  the  two  characters  may  be  united  in  the  fame 
perfon,  by  an  acceflion  of  the  temporal  to  the  fpiritual  digni- 
ty, not  by  any  acceflion  of  the  fpiritual  to  the  temporal.  The 
reafon  he  gives  is,  becaufe  ecclehaftical  dignity,  being  the  great- 
eft,  cannot  become  an  acceflion  to  or  a  dependence  on  the  leaft ; 
whereas  the  leaft  may  be  in  that  relation  to  the  greateft :  and  thus 
you  fee  that  a  prieft  may  ftoop  to  the  exercife  of  regal  power, 
but  a  king  cannot  be  raifed  up  to  the  exercife  of  ecclefiaftical, 
no,  not  to  that  of  a  country  curate. 

If  a  man,  of  as  much  knowledge  and  as  little  bigottry  as 
this  hiftorian,  could  publifh  to  the  world,  for  I  do  not  think  he 
believed,  fuch  extravagances,  in  the  eighteenth  century,  we  can- 
not be  furprifed  that  thefe,  and  greater  than  thefe  were  taught, 
and  pioufly  believed  too,  in  the  ages  of  ignorance  and  fuperfti- 

tion. 
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tion.  But  if  the  primitive  clergy  maintained  fuch  notions  in 
fpeculation,  they  could  not  maintain  them  in  practice.  They 
had  been  fheep  among  wolves  before  Constantine.  They 
weremeep,  under  the  conduct  of  fhepherds,  after  him:  and  thefe 
fhepherds  or  principal  pallors  were  the  emperors.  They  became 
in  procefs  of  time  wolves  among  fheep  :  and  emperors  themfelves 
were  often  the  fheep  they  preyed  upon.  It  is  not  only  true  that 
the  emperors  meddled  very  far  in  matters  of  religion,  in  matters 
of  doctrine,  I  fay,  as  well  as  of  difcipline ;  it  is  not  only  true 
that  councils  were  fummoned  by  their  authority  ;  but  it  is  true 
likewife  that  the  clergy  had  recourfe  to  the  fame  authority, 
to  confirm  their  canons,  and  to  give  them  the  force  of  laws. 
The  nicaean  canons  were  confirmed  by  Constantine  ;  thofe 
of  Conftantinople  by  Theodosius  ;  thofe  of  the  council 
of  Chalcedonia  by  Marcianus  :  and  we  need  go  no  farther 
than  the  theodofian  code,  tho  we  might  do  fb,  to  prove  that 
the  by-laws  of  the  religious  fociety  acquired  the  force  of  laws, 
even  in  points  of  difcipline  that  concerned  this  fociety  alone, 
by  the  imperial,  not  the  ecclefiaftical  authority,  and  by  being 
inferted  among  the  imperial  conftitutions.  So  that  not  only 
the  ratification  of  the  emperors  was  neceflary  to  the  doctrines 
they  taught ;  but  the  by-laws  they  made,  for  the  government 
of  their  own  fociety,  were  fubject  to  the  civil  power. 

It  would  not  be  hard  to  mew,  by  a  multitude  of  examples, 
that  the  church  had  no  more  claim  allowed  in  thole  days  to  ju- 
dicial and  executive  power,  nor  to  the  immunities  and  privi- 
leges fhe  enjoyed,  than  fhe  had  to  legiflative  power  -,  that  is, 
no  more  than  the  emperors  allowed  her :  unlefs  we  fhould 
call  the  power  of  excommunication,  which  I  fuppofe  bifhops 
exercifed  both  before  and  after  Constantine  with  the  advice 
and  confent  of  their  prefbyters  alone,  wherever  they  durft,  a 
part  of  executive  co-ercive  power.     But  if  this  may  be  called 

executive, 
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executive,  it  cannot  be  called  co-ercive.  It  was  a  cenfure,  it  was 
an  exclufion  from  chriftian  congregations;  but  this  cenfure,  and 
this  exclufion,  operated  on  the  imagination  alone:  and,  the 
punifhment  being  imaginary,  the  power  was  fo  too.  It  was 
nothing  more  till  the  increafe  of  eccleiiaftical,  and  the  con- 
currence of  civil  authority  made  it  more.  In  fhort,  the  pow- 
er and  dignity  of  the  religious  fociety  were  much  higher  in 
fpeculation  and  pretenfion,  than  they  were  in  practice  and  rea- 
lity, even  for  fome  time  after  the  reign  of  Charlemagne,  as 
high  as  this  emperor  raifed  them.  The  prelates  in  general, 
and  the  bifhops  of  Rome  in  particular,  before  his  time,  and  in 
it,  made  a  fhew  of  the  greateft  meeknefs,  and  of  the  greateft 
humility  and  fubmiflion  to  the  emperors ;  tho  they  were  even 
then  in  purfuit  of  the  greateft  obje&s  of  ambition.  The  fuc- 
ceflbrs  of  that  wicked  faint,  Gregory,  continued  to  take,  like 
him,  the  title  of  fervants  of  the  fervants  of  God,  at  the  very 
time  when  they  facrificed  all  the  fentiments  of  humanity  to  the 
pride  of  being  called  oecumenical  bifhops;  at  the  very  time 
when  they  meditated,  nay  when  they  attempted,  to  be  mafters 
of  the  mafters  of  the  world.  By  this  hypocritical  behavior, 
and  by  that  filly  diftindtion  between  fpiritual  and  temporal 
power,  government  of  the  church,  and  government  of  the  ftate, 
they  hindered  men  from  taking  an  alarm  that  mould  have  been 
taken  fooner,  and  their  tyranny  was  eftablifhed  almoft  before 
it  was  perceived. 

When  the  roman  bifhops  pulled  off  their  mafic,  and  began 
to  contend  openly  for  power  with  the  emperors,  the  eccleiiafti- 
cal maxims  which  had  been  aflumed  for  evangelical  truths, 
and  the  whole  tendency  of  which  had  not  been  difcerned,  be- 
came of  infinite  fervice  to  them.  Thefe  paradoxes  could  not 
be  proved.  But  they  had  been  admitted ;  and  the  papal  pre- 
tentions might  be  proved,  plaufibly  enough,  to  be  the  necefTa- 


ESSAY    THE    FOURTH.         569 

ry  confequcnces  of  them.     Thus  it  happens  often :  "a  few  falfe 
principles,  uncautioufly  received,    eftablifh  whole  fyftems  of 
error,  and  abfurdity  becomes  capable  of  demonflxation.     But 
falfe  fpeculative  notions  were  not  employed  alone  in  the  caufe 
of  the  papacy.     Falfe  facts  and  falfe  records  were  neceffary; 
and  therefore  forgery  was  added  to  aflumption  *.    Forgery  is  an 
hard  word,    but  it   muft  be  ufed  when  truth   exacts   that  it 
fhould.     I  fay  then,    that  as  it  had  been  employed  for  holy 
purpofes  in  the  early  ages  of  chriftianity,  it  was  employed,  in 
thofe  we  fpeak  of  here,  for  purpofes  very  unholy.     No  man 
dares  deny  the  firft:    and  the  advocates  of  Rome  themfelves, 
Baronius  and  others,  are  obliged  to  confefs  the  laft.     Fathers 
were  oppofed  to  fathers,  and  councils  to  councils,  about  cano- 
nical writings ;    traditions  of  the  weftern  to  traditions  of  the 
eaftern  churches ;  and  thofe  that  were  moft  diftant  in  time  and 
place,  to  thofe  that  were  neareft  in  both  to  the  fource  of  thefe 
very  traditions.     Add  to  all  this  the  approved  cuftom  of  fpeak- 
ing  and  writing  agoniftically,  or  with  oeconomy,    that  is,  the 
cuftom  of  faying  one  thing  and  meaning   another;    which  St. 
Jerom,  that  great  critic  and  voucher  ot  canonical  fcriptures, 
avowed,  practifed,  and  recommended :  add  this  consideration, 
I  fay,  to  the  reft,  and  you  will  not  be  furprifed  to  hear  it  ad- 
vanced, that  we  know  neither  why  the  gofpels,    the  epiftles, 
and  the  apocalypfe  we  have,  were  retained,    or  rather  inferted 
in  the  canon ;   nor  why  thofe  we  have  not  were  rejected.     We 
are  forced  to  be  in  this  cafe  abfolutely  implicit :    and  yet  in 

*  N.  B.  Leslie,  who  was  in  religion  as  much  a  bigot,  as  in  politics,  makes  a 
member  of  the  church  of  England  afiert  in  a  fuppofed  dialogue  between  him  and  a 
roman  catholic,  that  there  were  falfe  gofpels  and  falfe  epiftles  afcribed  to  feveral  of 
the  apoftles,  fet  up  by  heretics  in  the  firft  age  •,  that  they  were  detected  in  that  fame 
age,  whilft  the  originals  of  what  the  apoftles  wrote  were  ftill  in  being ;  but  that 
the  heretics  could  not  produce  the  originals  of  theirs,  nor  did  their  copies  agree  one 
with  another.  For  all  this  he  quotes  Eusebius,  and  adds,  this  was  not  deciding  the 
matter  by  authority,  but  by  plain  evidence  of  a  fact,  as  of  any  other  forgery,  or 
fuppofititious  writing. 

Vol.  IV.  4  D  this 
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this  cafe,  if  in  any,  we  ought  to  have  proof,  that  councils  pro- 
ceeded with  integrity ;  fince  there  is  fo  great  reafon  to  fufpect, 
that  the  fpirit  of  party  had  as  much  to  do  in  determining  what 
books  mould  be  deemed  canonical,  as  what  doctrines  mould 
be  deemed  orthodox. 

But  in  the  other  cafe,  we  are  not  obliged  to  be  fo  implicit. 
If  all  the  canons  of  antient  councils,  and  every  other  ecclefiafti- 
cal  monument,  had  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  popes  alone, 
we  may  affure  ourfelves,  that  they  would  have  been  all  corrupt- 
ed and  interpolated,  as  fuch  writings  are  more  than  any  others 
expofed  to  be,    and  that  thofe  which  could   not  be  made  to 
fpeak  the  language  of  the  roman  court  would  have  been   fiip- 
prefTed.     Happily  this  fuppreflion  was  not  practicable  in  a  full 
extent,  many  of  thefe  antient  records  having  been  preferved  in 
other  churches ;   and  it  is  by  the  help  of  them  that  fo  many  for- 
geries have  been  detected  fince  the  refurrection  of  letters.  Some 
had  been  detected  near  a  thoufand  years  fooner  occasionally, 
when  the  popes  began  firft  and  faintly  to  ftretch  their  primacy 
into  a  fupremacy ;  a  flagrant  inftance  of  which  is  the  pretenfi- 
on,  that  was  fet  on  foot  by  one  of  them  early  in  the  fifth  cen- 
tury, to  a  jurifdiclion  over  the  churches  of  Africa.     This  pre- 
tention was  founded  on  a  forged  canon  of  the  nicaean  council. 
I  fay  forged,    becaufe  when  the  African  bifhops,    and  among 
them  St.  Austin,    had  procured  an  authentic  copy  of  thefe 
canons  from  the  Eaft,    no  fuch  canon  appeared  among  them. 
Other  inftances  of  occafional  forgery  there  are;    but  we  may 
fay,  without  exaggeration,    that,   from  the  feventh  century  at 
the  lateft  downwards,    Rome  was  a  ftorehoufe  of  falfe  traditi- 
ons, falfe  records,  and  every  kind  of  forgery  that  could  be  of 
ufe  to  eftablifh  the  ecclefiaftical  fupremacy  of  her  bifhops  firft ; 
and  when  that  was  done,  their  fuperiority  of  dignity  and  juris- 
diction over  all  the  other  powers  of  the  earth.     This  fund 

increafed 
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incrcafed  continually  too,  from  the  fixth  or  fevcntli  centuries. 
The  more,  and  the  more  important  the  ufurpations  of  this 
church  were,  the  more  fuch  materials  as  thefe  were  wanted : 
and  accordingly  we  find  the  times  of  the  great  increafe,  and 
the  great  want  of  them,  coincide.  The  firft  decretals  were 
forged,  moil  probably,  in  the  feventh  century :  and  tho  there 
has  been  much  difpute, .  whether  the  apoftoiical  conftitutions 
were  made  by  the  apoftles,  or  by  their  immediate  difciples,  as 
if  it  were  impoiTible  they  mould  be  of  a  later  date,  yet  is  it 
an  opinion  more  probable  than  either,  that  they  are  really  no 
older  than  the  fixth  century. 

What  has  been  faid  in  this  efTay  may  fervc  to  fhew,  how 
little  refpect  would  be  due   to  the  canons  of  councils,  if  they 
were  genuine.     But  how  much  reafon  have  we  to  neglect  and 
defpife  them,  when  we  confider  by  whom  they  were  collected, 
and  at  what  aeras  thefe  collections  came  into  repute;  when  we 
add,  to  the  little  authority  of  the  canons  themfelves,    the  little 
credit  that  the  men  who    collected  them,  and  who  corrected 
and  published  them,  deferve  !     Dionvsius,  the  little  fcythian 
abbot,   made  the  firft  collection  of  them,  at  leaft  the  firft  that 
came  into  general  ufe,  in  the  fixth  century  and  at  Rome.     Af- 
ter the  eighth  they  were  mingled  up  with  decrees  of  popes,  and 
conftitutions  of  Charlemagne,  the  great  inftrument,  as  well 
as  patron,  of  papal  ufurpations.     The  benedictin  monk,   Gra- 
tian,  made  a  new  collection  in  the  twelfth  century,  and  fluff- 
ed it  with  texts   of  fcripture,  as  well  as  opinions  of  fathers. 
Of  the  former  we  may  fay,    properly  enough,    "  non  erat  his»~ 
"  loeus,"  and  of  the  latter,  that  they  do  not  deferve  even  the 
name  of  "  refponfa  prudentum."     If  he  was,    and  I  think  he 
was,  brother  of  the  mafter  of  the  fentences,  the  two  brothers 
eftablifhed  the  two  moft  impertinent  fciences  that  ever  puzzled 
the  heads  of  men  and  difturbed  the  peace  of  the  world,  canon 

4  D  2  law 
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law  and  fcholaftic  theology.  I  fay  nothing  of  the  Clementines, 
nor  the  extravagants.  They  were  published  when  the  tyran- 
ny of  Rome  was  already  confirmed,  and  are  as  little  to  my 
purpofe  to  be  mentioned  as  the  decretals  published  by  that  mad- 
man Boniface  the  eighth. 

Such  was  the  origin  of  that  fyftem  of  law  which  is  called 
the  canon  law,  and  by  the  prevalence  of  which  the  bifhop  of 
one  city,  and  a  few  fuburbicarian  provinces,  invaded  and  fub- 
jedted  to  his  authority  the  civil  laws  of  every  country,  the  laws 
of  nations,  and  the  laws  of  nature  themfelves.  Many  of  the 
decrees  of  popes,  that  the  monkifh  collectors  foifted  into  this 
ecclefiaftical  code,  had  not  been  made,  very  probably,  many 
of  them  had  not  been  executed,  very  certainly,  at  the  time, 
and  on  the  occafions  pretended ;  and  yet  they  all  acquired,  in 
procefs  of  time,  a  fuppofed  authenticity,  and  became  prece- 
dents alike.  Juft  {o,  by  an  inversion  of  all  the  rules  of  good 
criticifm  and  of  common  fenfe,  their  other  forgeries  got  into 
credit.  The  leaft  of  thefe  were  falie  representations  of  things 
true.  By  them  vain  ceremonies,  which  the  popes  were  admit- 
ted to  perform,  and  vain  compliments,  which  emperors  and 
princes  paid  them,  came  in  after-ages  to  pafs  for  acknowledg- 
ments of  a  right,  and  prefents  that  were  made  them,  nay 
bribes  that  were  given  them,  for  tribute.  The  greateft  were  thofe 
grofs  lies,  and  all  thofe  fabulous  relations  which  they  invented, 
and  propagated,  to  nourifh  fuperftition,  or  to  juftafy  usurpa- 
tion, which  were  not  only  void  of  all  foundation,  but  often 
irreconcileable  to  hiftory  and  chronology;  and  which,  how- 
ever, were  repeated  till  they  were  believed,  on  the  faith  of  fa- 
bulous legends.  Thus  they  builded  up  a  fovereignty,  at  all 
times  the  raoft  abfurd,  and  for  a  long  time  the  moft  tyrannical, 
that  had  ever  been  felt  over  the  weftern  world.  An  uniform 
fyftem  of  ambition  fteadily  and  artfully  purfued,  from  one  ge- 
neration 
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neration  to  another,  through  ages  of  ignorance  and  fuperftition, 
wherein  it  was  eafy  to  impofe  on  the  understandings  of  men, 
and  to  direct  their  confeiences,  eftablifhed  this  tyranny  little  by 
little.  It  grew  up  fafteft  from  the  time  it  was  eftablifhed  in  the 
out-fkirts  of  the  empire,  in  Britain,  and  in  Spain  for  inftance. 
It  grew  up  lefs  in  France,  and  it  was  reverenced  leaft  of  all  at 
Rome.  The  Romans  were  pleafed  to  fee  their  city  become  the 
feat  of  chimerical,  when  it  was  fo  no  longer  of  real  empire. 
But  then  they  ufed  their  pontiffs,  as  they  had  fometimes  ufed 
their  emperors.  They  abetted  their  conquefts  abroad,  and 
treated  their  perfons  ignominioufly  at  home.  Thefe  pontiffs 
were  never  more  refpected  in  foreign  nations,  than  they  were 
at  the  time  when  they  gave  the  greateft  fcandal,  and  received 
the  greateft  infults  in  Italy.  By  the  means  and  by  the  conduct 
that  have  been  mentioned,  however,  they  were  able,  even  in 
fuch  circumftances,  to  aflert  with  fuccefs  the  moft  exorbitant 
of  their  pretentions  againft  the  greateft  emperors. 

This  fuccefs  varied  indeed  on  fome  particular  occafions  ;  but 
on  the  whole,  and  in  the  event,  it  was  in  their  favor.  Thus, 
that  I  may  quote  two  examples  at  leaft,  the  firft  Otho  depof- 
ed  John  the  thirteenth,  in  the  tenth  century,  for  debauchery 
and  treafon  ;  directed  and  confirmed  the  election  of  Leo  the 
eighth ;  reftored  this  pope  when  he  had  been  expelled  from  his 
feat  by  a  rival ;  chofe  another,  and  re-eftablifhed  the  imperial 
right  to  grant  inveftitures,  and  to  nominate  the  bifhops  of 
Rome,  which  prerogatives  had  been  loft  by  the  fucceflbrs  of 
Charlemagne.  Thus,  on  the  other  hand,  Gregory  the  fe- 
venth,  in  the  next  century,  taking  up  the  conteft  about  thefe 
very  prerogatives,  which  was  again  on  foot,  carried  it  on  with 
fo  much  fuccefs,  that  all  circumftances  confidered,  by  what 
he  effected,  and  by  what  he  put  it  in  the  power  of  his  fuccef- 
fors  to  effect,  he  may  be  efteemed  a  worfe  man  and  a  greater 

con- 
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conqueror  than  Alexander  or  Caesar.     In  this  conteft,  he 
had  the  addrefs  to  gain  to  his  fide  the  mother  and  the  aunt  of 
the  emperor  Henry   the  fourth,    and  to  debauch,    in  every 
fenfe  of  the  word,    perhaps,  his  courin  german  the  countefs 
Mathilda.     At  leaft,  the  manner  in  which  fhe  lived  with  this 
dirty  monk,  and  which  was  not  at  all  neceflary  to  the  fupport 
of  a  caufe,  me  might  and  did  affect  to  favor  on  a  religious  prin- 
ciple, juftifies  the  accufation  fufhciently.     He  made  the  Saxons 
revolt ;  he  divided  the  empire  ;  he  excommunicated  the  empe- 
ror and  all  his  adherents  over  and  over  :   and  when  he  was  afk- 
ed,  by  what  right  he  had  prefumed  to  deprive  this  prince  of  his 
crown,  and  to  abfolve  the  fubjedls  of  the  empire  from  the  alle- 
giance they  had  fv/orn  to  him  ?    He  anfwered,    that  he  had 
done  it  conformably  to  cuftoms  and  ufages  of  his  predeceffors  *. 
Such  cuftoms  and  fiich  ufages,  before  Hildebrand,  were  en- 
tirely unknown  to  the  moft  learned  men  in  former  ages,  as 
well  as  in  ours.     But  Hildebrand  had  precedents  ready  to  al- 
ledge,  and  fome  fuch  are,  I  believe,  mentioned  in  letters  of 
his  writing.      How,    indeed,    mould   he  want  them,    when 
Rome  was  a  ftore-houfe  of  acls  of  papal  power  which  were  ne- 
ver executed,  nor  would  have  been  fuffered  at  the  times  when 
they  pretended  to  have  been  executed,  but  were  laid   up  to 
be  produced  on  future  occasions  ?  This  inftance  may  ferve  to 
prove,  by  the  way,  therefore,  the  truth  of  what  is  faid  above ; 
for  whether  the  pope  invented  thefe  fabulous  relations  himfelf, 
or  whether  his  fecretary  lurnifhed  him  with  falfe  documents,  as 
I  learn  by  a  note  of  Bayle  it  has  been  fuppofed  in  his  excule, 
thefe  lies  were  coined  in  the  papal  mint.     To  conclude,   this 
emperor,  who  came,  it  is  faid,  victorious  out  of  more  than  fix- 
ty  combats,  and  who  had  forced  his  enemy  from  Rome  into 
an  exile  from  which  he  never  returned  at  Salerne,  was  depofed, 
dethroned,  and  confined  to  the  prifon  where  he  died,  by  his  fon 

*  Maim,  decad.  de  l'empirc, 

Henry 
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Henry  the  fifth,   whom  Paschal  the  fecond  incouraged  in 
his  rebellion,  and  excited  to  this  cruelty. 

After  the  death  of  Henry  the  fourth,  the  popes  com- 
pleted their  ufurpations  very  foon.  As  they  robbed  the  empe- 
rors of  the  right  to  confirm  their  elections,  they  robbed  the 
clergy  and  the  people  of  the  right  to  elect  them ;  for  it  was 
decreed  at  Mantua,  that  the  cardinals  alone  mould  choofe 
the  popes.  In  a  council  held  at  Troyes,  it  was  decreed, 
that  inveftitures  to  benefices  belonged  to  the  fovereign  pontiff 
alone ;  becaufe  religion  was  polluted,  faid  thefe  reverend  fathers, 
when  perfons  dedicated  to  the  fervice  of  the  heavenly  and  im- 
mortal King  became  fubjects  and  vanals  of  an  earthly  and  mor- 
tal prince.  In  a  council  held  at  Rheims,  Henry  the  fifth,  who 
had  taken  up  his  father's  quarrel  with  the  popes,  tho  he  had 
rebelled  in  the  fame  quarrel  againft  his  father,  was  excommu- 
nicated :  and  thefe  circumftances,  with  others  difcernible  enough 
in  hiftory,  determined  him  to  a  compofition.  He  gave  up 
the  right  of  inveftitures ;  for  he  confented  to  hold  it  by  a  grant 
from  the  pope,  and  not  as  an  imperial  prerogative.  He  con- 
fented too,  that  this  grant  mould  be  reftrained  to  him  perfo- 
nally,  and  that  the  prerogative  mould  belong  folely  to  the  fee  of 
Rome  after  his  deceafe.  The  popes  were  now  arrived  at  that 
height  of  power  and  independency  which  had  been  fo  long  the 
object  of  their  ambition.  They  have  maintained  themfelves  in 
it,  as  they  attained  to  it,  by  fomenting  rebellions,  aflafnnations, 
maflacres,  and  by  employing  fuperftition  to  keep  up,  in  every 
ftate,  a  private  confeience  favorable  to  the  ecclefiaftical,  and 
dangerous  to  the  civil  authority.  Such  have  been  the  confe- 
quences  of  an  alliance  between  the  monarchy  and  the  hierar- 
chy ;  (for  thofe,  who  talk  of  an  alliance  between  the  religious 
and  civil  fociety,  deferve  only  contempt,  when  they  affirm,, 
with  fact  and  common  fenfe  both  againft  them)  and  I  believe,, 

that 
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that  from  the  days  of  Charles  the  great  to  the  reformation, 
no  inftance  can  be  brought  of  a  conteft  between  them,  wherein 
the  bifhops  of  Rome  have  not  prevailed  in  the  whole,  or  in 
fome  very  effential  points,  by  the  wife  maxim  of  obferving 
conjunctures,  and  of  pufhing  their  pretenfions  to  the  utmoft 
with  violence  and  infolence  ;  or  of  reducing  them  to  terms  of 
real  or  feeming  moderation.  When  conjunctures  were  favorable, 
they  bullied  and  ufurped  :  when  thefe  were  unfavorable,  they 
whined ;  compofed,  if  they  could,  and  if  they  could  not,  fub- 
mitted.  Had  the  civil  powers  of  Europe  feen  their  danger  in 
time,  and  united  againft  it,  thefe  things  could  not  have  hap- 
pened, nor  the  chriftian  church  have  become  a  perpetual  fource 
of  the  greater!;  evils  to  the  chriftian  world.  But  the  civil  powers 
were  divided,  and  the  popes  growing  of  more  and  more  confe- 
quence,  as  their  dignity  and  authority  increafed,  every  fide 
was  glad  to  have  them,  and  the  fi.de  that  bid  moft,  or  yielded 
moft,  was  fure  to  have  them.  France  had  raifed  and  prote&ed 
them :  and  France  afforded  a  terrible  example,  even  as  lately  as 
the  fixteenth  century,  of  her  own  miftaken  policy  in  the  ninth 
and  following  centuries. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  fuccefs  which  the  popes  had, 
and  the  fuperiority  they  acquired  over  all  chriftian  princes  by  ac- 
quiring it  over  the  emperors,  the  ftruggle  was  hard  ;  the  event 
had  been  fometimes  doubtful,  and  it  was  not  very  certain  that 
they  would  be  able  to  maintain  the  rights  they  had  already 
ufurped,  or  to  keep  the  laity  in  conftant  awe  by  the  thunder 
of  excommunications.  To  make  their  work  fure,  therefore, 
they  judged  it  neceflary  to  invent  ftill  new  expedients,  and 
to  improve  every  old  one  that  had  ferved  to  exalt  ecclefiaftical 
power  and  dignity.  They  did  more.  They  found  means  to 
divert  the  attention  of  mankind  from  Europe  to  Afia,  and  to 
confirm  infenfibly  the  tyranny  they  had  ufurped,  by  engaging 

the 
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the  princes  and  dates  of  the  Weft  to  undertake  romantic  expedi- 
tions for  extending  it  into  the  Eaft.     The  epidemical  madnefs 
of  the  croifades,  which  ambition,  fuperftition,  and  liccntiouf- 
nefs  combined  to  nourifh,  lafted  two  hundred  years :    and   if 
thefe  unholy  wars  did  not  extend  the  dominion  of  the  church, 
nor  eftablifh  the  papal  power  in  the  countries  where  they  were 
made,   both  the  church  and  the  popes  found  their  account  in 
them  feveral  ways,   where  they  meaned  much  more  to  find  it. 
The  croifades  were  conspiracies  of  the  religious  againft  the  civil 
fociety  of  Europe.     Thefe  two  focieties  were  nearly  on  a  bal- 
lance  of  power.     The  croifades  turned  it  in  favor  of  the  former. 
Mezeray  thinks,  that  the  uneafy  and  dangerous  fituation  of 
his  affairs  in  Italy,  determined  Urban  the  fecond  to  come  into 
France,  when  he  held  the  council  of  Clermont  there,  and  that 
the  promoting  of  the  firft  expedition  againft  the  Saracens  was 
nothing  more  than  a  pretence  he  took.     But  he  had  no  need 
of  any  fuch  pretence.     He  was  a  french  man  :   and  France,  as 
Mezeray  himfelf  fays,  was  the  ordinary  refuge  of  the  popes. 
Befides,  when  he  had  refolved  to  put  in  execution  this  unchri- 
ftian  project,  he  could  not  fail  to  fee  that  there  was  no  country 
then  in  Europe  wherein  this  fcene  of  farce,  which  was  to  pro- 
duce fo  many  fcenes  of  tragedy,  could  be  acted  with  fo  much 
advantage  as  in  France.      Italy  and  Germany  were  divided  be- 
tween him  and  the  emperor.     Spain  was  the  theatre  of  one  per- 
petual war  againft  the  Moors.    Britain  was  fuperftitious  enough, 
but  Britain  lay  in  a  remote  corner  of  the  world :  the  norman  inva- 
iion  was  juft  over,  and  the  new  government  fcarce  fettled.   France 
was  liable  to  none  of  thefe  objections :  and  the  fuccefs  which 
his  holinefs  had  there  might  furpafs  his  expectations,  •  as  it  fur- 
pafl'es  almoft  the  belief  of  pofterity.      The  enthufiaftical  fury, 
for  fuch  it  was,  infufed  at  Clermont  by  the  pope,   and  foment- 
ed by  his  emiflaries  every  where  elfe,  became  at  once  an  epide- 
mical diftemper,  and  all  Europe  grew  delirious.    Princes  aban- 
Vol.  IV.  4  E  doned 
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doned  their  dominions,  and  private  men  their  patrimonies,  to 
the  care  and  protection  of  the  church.  BeSides  innumerable 
frauds  that  the  clergy  committed,  the  regulars  efpecially,  to 
invade  the  poSfeSIions  of  the  laity  ;  the  laity  was  obliged  to  fell 
them  on  thefe  occasions,  and  the  clergy  was  ready  and  able  to 
buy.  No  wonder,  therefore,  mice  power  always  follows  proper- 
ty, if  the  religious  fociety  was  ftrengthened  by  being  enrich- 
ed ;  if  the  civil  was  weakened  by  being  impoverished,  and  if, 
upon  the  whole,  the  church  gave  the  law  to  the  ftate. 

Many  other  expedients  were  employed,  like  fo  many  under- 
props to  fupport  the  fame  fyStem.  They  we're  lefs  obferved  as 
Such,  becaufe  they  carried  an  appearance  of  religious  auSterity 
and  felf-denial,  of  edification  not  of  acquisition.  Some  of  the 
men  who  furnimed  thefe  expedients,  and  who  made  them  ef- 
fectual to  the  purpofes  of  ecclefiaftical  ambition,  were  the  bub- 
bles and  the  victims  of  their  own-  fuperftitious  zeal.  But  fools 
have  been  always  led,  in  matters  of  religion  efpecially,  by  de- 
signing knaves.  Hermits  had  been  fummoned  from  their  foli- 
tudes,  on  fome  occafions,  to  fupport  a  turbulent  feditious  bi- 
fhop  ;  one  example  of  which  has  been  referred  to  above.  How 
much  more  eafy  was  it  for  that  univerfal  bifhop,  the  pope,  when 
religious  orders  multiplied,  as  they  did  prodigioufly  in  the  ages 
we  Speak  of  here,  and  when,  whoever  instituted,  he  confirmed 
them,  to  employ  thefe  Standing  armies  of  monks  more  Silently, 
but  more  effectually  too,  in  his  fervice?  The  croifades  gave 
much  occaSion  to  thefe  institutions ;  and  the  extravagance  was 
carried  fo  far  that  military  orders  were  instituted  among  the  reSt, 
that  is,  orders  of  men  whofe  particular  prof  eSIion  obliged  them 
to  defend  and  propagate  chriStianity,  as  long  as  they  lived,  by 
cutting  of  throats.  This  indeed  was  the  general  profeSIion  of 
all  thofe  who  took  the  badge  of  the  crofs,  whenever  a  pope 
thought  fit,  for  the  time  at  leaft  for  which  they  engaged.     X 
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fay,  whenever  a  pope  thought  fit ;  bccaufc  this  cruel  expedient, 
which  had  been  employed  originally  againft  the  Mahometans, 
was  employed  afterwards  againft  Chriftians,  againft  all  fuch  as 
were  called  heretics,  when  every  man  was  called  by  that  name 
who  did  not,  becaufe  he  could  not,  think  as  the  ehurch  of  Rome 
ordered  him  to  think,  or  who  exclaimed  againft  the  abominable 
corruptions  of  that  court. 

Among  the  expedients  by  which  the  religious  fociety  was 
attached  to  the  pope  independently  of  their  lawful  fovereigns, 
and  to  the  church  independently  of  the  ftatc,  that  of  a  forced  ce- 
libacy was  one.     They  were  a  diftinct  order  of  men,  and  had  a 
feparate  intereft  from  the  other  fociety  before.     But  by  this  in- 
ftitution,  every  band  that  might  have  united,  fome  of  them  at 
leaft  to  it,  was  cut  off,  under  the  fpecious  pretence  of  a  greater 
degree  of  chriftian  purity  and  perfection.     Monks  and  nuns 
took  a  vow  of  chaftity,  wherein  celibacy  was  included,  accord- 
ing to  the  logic  employed  for  this  political  purpofe  :   and  it  was 
manifeftly  neceffary  to  the  fame  purpofe,  that  the  fecular  clergy 
fhould  be  put  under  the  fame  reftraint.     They  were  intended  to 
mingle,   more  than  the  others,   with  civil  fociety.      Their  habi- 
tudes were  much  the  fame,  and  their  intereft  not  lb  feparate. 
There  was,  therefore,  the  more  danger  that  they  might  con- 
tract a  love  for  the  civil  conftitution  of  their  country,  prefer  their 
king  to  the  pope,  and  reverence  a  parliament  or  affcmbly  of  the 
ftates  more  than  a  council.     All  that  could  be  done  to  prevent 
fo  great  a  mifchief  was  to  hinder  this  attachment  to  their  coun- 
try from  increafing,   by  that  natural  attachment  which .  fathers 
of  families  have  to  their  children.     This  was  feen  early,  and 
the  bifhops  of  Rome  had  taken  upon  them,  as  far  back  as  the 
feventh  century,  to  forbid  the  marriages  of  priefts.     Their  or- 
ders had  been  rejected  by  fome,   by  the  Spaniards  particularly, 
and  had  been  ill  obeyed  in  general.     But  celibacy  was  now  in- 

4  E   2  joined 
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joined  more  ftrictly,  and  enforced  more  powerfully.  Decrees 
of  popes,  canons  of  councils,  all  kinds  of  authority,  were  em- 
ployed :  and  it  muft  be  confened,  to  the  honor  of  ecclefiaftical 
policy,  that  the  yoke  impofed  was  rendered  as  light  as  pollible 
by  connivance,  and  even  by  indulgence.  The  concubinage  of 
priefts  was  tolerated,  nunneries  became  brothels,  and  if  among 
the  ftanding  expences  of  convents,  a  reafonable  allowance  was 
not  made  to  the  monks  for  the  neceflkry  expences  ol  fornication, 
"  ad  purgandos  renes,"  and  on  a  principle  of  health,  which  has 
been  faid  but  may  be  denied ;  this  at  leaft  is  notorious,  that  the 
fathers  were  left  to  provide  for  their  health,  in  the  beft  manner 
that  they  could,   by  fimple  fornication,  or  by  adultery. 

As  this  expedient  attached  the  whole  clergy,  more  intimate- 
ly, to  the  general  intereft  of  the  church,  and  to  the  particular 
intereft  of  the  pope,  auricular  confeflion  and  private  penance 
were  defigned  to  attach  the  people  more  intimately  to  the  cler- 
gy *.  Public  confeflions  and  public  penance,  as  they  had  been 
praclifed  in  the  primitive  church,  might  impofe  more,  and  be 
a  greater  reftraint  on  vice  and  immorality.  But  when  it  was 
thought  fufficient  that  all  this  paned  privately  between  the  con- 
feflbrs  and  the  penitents,  many  advantages,  which  were  deem- 
ed preferable  to  fuch  a  reftraint,  refulted  from  the  modern 
practice.  Penitents  were  exempted  from  public  fhame ;  if 
they  blufhed,  they  blufhed  in  a  corner :  and  confeflbrs  had  the 
moft  fecret  tranfactions,  nay  the  thoughts  and  dengns,  of  man- 
kind in  their  keeping.  They  had  more  :  they  had  not  only  a 
general  influence  over  private  confcience,  but  the  means  of  ex- 
ercifing  this  influence  in  private ;   the  means  of  teaching  pri- 

*  N.  B.  Whatever  private  confeflions,  as  well  as  others,  might  have  been  prac- 
ticed antiently,  the  law  by  which  every  perfon  is  obliged  once  in  a  year,  I  think,  to 
confefs  all  his  fins  to  his  proper  prieft,  was  not  made  till  Innocent  the  third  got  it 
enaftcd,  among  feveral  that  were  calculated  merely  to  advance  the  power  and  autho- 
rity of  the  priefthood,  in  the  lateran  council. 

vately 
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yately  what  they  dared  not  preach  publicly,  and  of  inftilling 
into  the  minds  of  men  every  principle  and  paflion  they  pleafed. 
This  expedient  advanced  the  papal  empire  more  than  any :   it 
made  the  bifhop  of  Rome,  in  fome  circumftances,  as  terrible 
as  the  old  man  of  the  mountain,  and  inabled  ccclcfiaftical  am- 
bition to  do,   more  diredly,   more  regularly,  and  more  con- 
ftantly  than  before,    all  the  mifchief  that  has  been  imputed  to 
religion.     A  very  moderate  knowledge  of  hiftory,  ecclefiaftical 
and  civil,    antient  and  modern,  will  furnifh  examples  enow 
to  confirm  this  truth.      It  is  impoflible  to  read  without  horror, 
for  inftance,  the  accounts  we  have  of  the  ambition,  infolence, 
and  perfidy  of  Hadrian  and  Alexander,    in  their  difputes 
with  Frederic   the  firft,  whom  Hadrian,  like  the  king  of 
the  affailins,  endeavored  to  have  drowned,    ftabbed,    or  'de- 
ftroyed  by  magic  ;   and  whom  Alexander,  they  fay,  infulted, 
in  the  words  of  the  pfalmift,   «  fuper  afpidem  et  bafilifcum 
"  ambulabis."     As  little  can  we  read,  without  the  fame  fenti- 
ment,  the  proceedings  of  Gregory  the  ninth,  a  worthy  fuc- 
cenor  of  the  feventh,  in  the  next  century,  that  is  the  thirteenth, 
againft  the  fecond  Frederic     But  if  all  thefe  hiftories,  and 
others  of  the  fame  kind  were  wanting,  and  we  had  no  other 
than  that  of  Thuanus,  that  of  Thuanus  alone  would  ferve 
the  purpofe,  and  the  better  for  being  nearer  our  own  time.    That 
wife  and  honeft  hiftorian '  acknowledges,   that  all  the  iniquities 
of  the  league  were  hatched  and  nurfed  up  to  maturity  in  the 
confeflionals ;  after  which,  the  effe&s  of  this  private  influence 
were  publicly  avowed,  the  fovereignty  of  the  popes  over  all  other 
iovereigns,  in  matters  of  religion,  and  in  matters  appertaining 
to  religion,  the  infallibility  of  their  judgments,  their  difpenfing 
and  depofing  power,  the  duty  of  rebellion  in  fome  cafes,  and 
the  merit  of  afMination  in  others,  were  propagated  from  the 
pulpits :  and  what  their  paftors  preached,  the  people  executed. 

It 
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It  might  be  expected,  perhaps,  that  the  quarrels  which 
arofe  after  the  reign  of  Charles  the  great,  from  a  conflict,  of 
fpiritual  and  temporal  prerogatives  and  jurifdiction,  as  well  as 
thofe  difturbances  which  arofe  from  diffenting  opinions  about 
articles  of  faith,  and  points  of  doctrine,  long  before  his  time, 
would  be  appeafed,  and  prevented  for  the  future,  by  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  this  papal  monarchy.  But,  if  fuch  an  expecta- 
tion was  entertained,  it  was  wholly  difappointed.  The  fuccef- 
fors  of  Gregory  the  feventh  took  every  opportunity  of  afferting 
their  right  to  all  the  powers,  temporal  and  fpiritual,  that  he 
had  claimed,  and  of  exercifing  them  as  vicars  of  Christ. 
There  is  a  decree  of  Boniface  the  eighth,  who  was  lefs  able, 
lefs  fuccefsful,  and  more  mad,  if  poflible,  than  Hildebrand, 
that  holds  it's  place  in  the  canon  law,  and  that  declares  fubjec- 
tion  to  the  roman  pontiff  neceflary  to  the  falvation  of  every 
human  creature  *.  This  fubjection  too  is  not  confined  to  fpi- 
rituals ;  for,  in  the  extravagants,  he  claims  a  right  to  the  two 
fwords,  and  afferts  a  jurifdiction  over  all  temporal,  as  well  as 
fpiritual  authority  -f.  This  jurifdiction  was  confirmed  by  the 
council  of  Lateran,  and  was  founded  in  the  theology  of  thole 
doctors,  who  made  a  chriftianity  of  their  own,  with  little  re- 
gard to  that  of  Christ  whofe  name  it  bore,  and  often  in  plain 
contradiction  to  his  gofpel.  Thus  St.  Thomas,  the  evangeli- 
cal doctor,  as  he  has  been  called  very  improperly  and  very  im- 
pertinently, pretended  to  prove,  by  iliaineiul  prevarications, 
that  fuch  a  fubmiilion  as  the  popes  required  was  an  eflential 
condition  of  falvation :  and  he,  like  the  reft  of  his  tribe,  and 
their  mafters  the  popes,  inflamed  the  diffentions  about  arti- 
cles of  faith  and  doctrines,  as  much  as  about  prerogatives  and 
jurifdictions. 

*  Subefle  romano  pontifici. 

-f-  Regem  fe  regum,  mundi  monarcham,  unicum  in  ipiritualibus  et  temporalibus 
dominum  promulgavit. 

To 
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To  what  purpofe  mould  I  quote  any  more  inftances,  to 
mew  that  this  has  been  the  proceeding  of  the  church  of  Rome, 
as  I  have  afterted  before,  and  as  I  ailert  now  over  again,  from 
the  eleventh  and  twelfth  centuries!  The  facl:  is  notorious.  But 
yet  this  doctrine  had  never  been  acquiefced  in  univerfally. 
Sometimes  kings,  nay  fometimes  councils,  had  oppofed  it :  and 
the  reformers,  in  the  fixteenth  century,  were  fo  far  from  ad- 
vancing any  thing  new  on  this  head,  that  numbers  of  Chri- 
ftians  in  the  Weft,  as  well  as  all  the  churches  in  the  Eaft,  had 
conftantly  difowned  it  during  every  intervening  age,  and  that 
the  former  had  fuffered,  rather  than  to  own  it,  the  mod  cruel 
perfecutions.  Thus  the  fame  confli&s  of  jurifdiclion  were  fre- 
quently renewed,  and  the  fame  calamities  continued  by  the 
fame  pertinacious  fpirit  of  ambition ;  till  princes  being  tired 
with  thefe  ftruggles,  they  came  little  by  little,  at  different  times 
and  in  different  places,  to  certain  terms  of  accommodation. 
Princes  renewed  with  the  popes  their  former  alliances  with 
the  hierarchy,  and  compounded  the  beft  they  could  with  the 
tyrant  they  had  acknowledged.  But  notwithstanding  thefe 
compofitions,  and  tho  the  popes  dare  not  exercife  their  pre- 
tended rights  as  they  did  formerly,  they  keep  up  their  preten- 
tions, in  hopes  that  an  happy  revival  of  ignorance  and  barba- 
rity may  do  them,  fooner  or  later,  as  much  good  as  the  unhap- 
py refurreclion  of  letters  did  them  hurt. 


SECTION     XXXVIII. 


Such  as  I  have  fketched  them  rudely,    but  truly,  were  the 
ecclefiaftical  and  papal  ufurpations  on  civil  fovereignty,  com- 
plete almoft  before  avowed,  and  oppofed  as  foon  as  avowed. 
But  the  other  ufurpations  of  Rome  were  different  in  their  di- 
rection, 
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rection,  and  in  their  courfe.  The  intention  of  thefe  being  to 
veft  in  the  bifhop  of  that  fee  the  fole  right  of  deciding  in  mat- 
ters of  faith  and  doctrine,  either  immediately  without,  or  ulti- 
mately with  the  concurrence  of  a  council,  and  by  way  of  con- 
firmation, they  were  plainly  directed  againft  all  the  inferior 
ranks  in  the  hierarchy :  and  thus,  whilft  princes  and  ftates  de- 
fended their  own  rights  by  conftant,  tho  unconcerted  efforts, 
they  left  the  pope  at  liberty  to  deal  with  his  fubjects,  for  fuch 
the  clergy,  even  the  prelates  had  made  themfelves,  as  he  thought 
fit,  and  to  proceed  in  his  judgments  with  their  advice,  or  with- 
out it.  The  confequence  foon  followed;  the  laity  believed  as 
the  church  taught,  and  the  church  taught  as  the  pope  pro- 
nounced. But  we  muft  not  imagine,  that  this  ufurpation  on 
a  prerogative  the  church  had  always  exercifed  by  her  reprefen- 
tative  aflemblies,  convened  without  the  papal  authority,  and 
acting  independently  on  it,  was  admitted,  becaufe  either  the  re- 
ligious or  the  civil  fociety  thought  it  belonged  to  the  pope  by  di- 
vine right ;  or  becaufe  the  former  being  unable  to  refift  it  with- 
out the  abatement  and  aid  of  the  latter,  the  latter  neglected 
it  as  unconcerned  in  it.  Neither  of  thefe  focieties  could  be- 
lieve, that  this  prerogative  belonged  to  the  pope  by  divine 
right,  which  the  greateft  authorities  and  the  recent  practice  of 
the  whole  ecclefiaftical  order  contradicted :  and  if  we  confider 
the  paffages  of  preceding  ages,  we  mall  find  reafon  to  believe, 
that  princes  and  civil  magiftrates  did  not  fuffer  this  ufurpation 
to  take  place,  becaufe  they  neglected  it,  or  thought  themfelves 
unconcerned  in  it,  but  becaufe  they  defired,  that  it  might 
take  place.  What  is  here  faid  deferves  to  be  explained: 
and  when  it  is  fo,  tho  it  be  fimply  my  conjecture,  I  think  it 
willjuftify  itfelf. 

From  the  time  there  had  been  fuch  a  thing  as  chriftianity  in 
the  world,  Chriftians  had  been  divided  not  only  about  compli- 
ments, 
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ments,  rites  and  ceremonies,  "  fuch  filly  things,  fays  Hooker, 
"  that  very  cafinefs  doth  make  them  hard  to  be  difputed  about 
"  in  fcrious  manner  *,"  but  about  every  important  article  of 
their  religion;  and  as  foon  as  they  had  power  in  their  hands, 
they  perfecuted  one  another,    and  difturbed  the  peace  of  the 
empire.     To  remedy  this  evil,    councils  were  employed:    but 
councils  defined   and  decreed  to  little   purpofe.     To  fupport 
their  decifions,    the  authority  of  the  emperors  was  employed. 
Some  of  thefe,  like  Theodosius,    made  the  moll   fanguinary 
laws,    and  exercifed  the  moft  cruel  tyranny,  in  the  caufe  of 
orthodoxy.     Others  of  them  feemed  to  have  fo  much  concern 
for  the  church,  that  they  had  none  for  the  empire;  like  Ho- 
norius,    who  was  extremely  bufy  at  Ravenna    in  punifhing 
manicheans,  donatifts,  prifcillianifts,  and  heretics  of  every  de- 
nomination, whilft  the  Goths  marched  without  opposition  to 
Rome.     All  this,  however,  proved  ineffectual,  and  new  heads 
fprouted  out  from  the  hydra  of  theology,  as  fail  as  the  fpiri- 
tual  and  temporal  fwords  lopped  them  off.     It  could  not  be 
otherwife.     The  fcriptures  are  a  fure  criterion  of  orthodoxy, 
when  they  are  applied  no  farther  than  they  were  defigned  to  be 
fuch :   and  they  could  be  defigned  to   be  fuch  no  farther  than 
they  are  intelligible  and  plain.    He  who  pretends  to  employ  this 
rule  any  farther,  profanes  the  fcriptures,    and  abufes  himfelf 
or  others.     This  criterion,    confldered  under  the  image  of  a 
rule,  may  be  faid  to  mark  out  to  us  the  great  points,  the  inches, 
and  the  feet,  for  inftance.     But  the  lefs  dimensions,  the  lines, 
for  inftance,  are  not  marked,  or  they  are  not  difcerniblc.  The 
mafter  builder,    who  put  this  rule  into  our  hands,    that  we 
might  work  out  our  falvation  by  it,  proportioned  the  rule  to 
the  work.     How  came  we  then,  paultry  builders  that  we  are  ! 
to  mark  new  and  more  minute  divifions  on  this  rule;    to  alter 
it,  under  pretence  of  making  it  more  complete,  and  to  meafure 

.*  Ep.  dedicat. 

Vol.  IV.  4  F  and 
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and  to  build  by  guefs  ?  The  gofpel  is  the  rule :  theology  is  the 
rule,  thus  altered.  He  who  adheres  to  one,  founds  his  religion 
on  divine,  he  who  adheres  to  the  other,  on  human  authority ;  the 
firft  infallible  and  fixed,  the  fecond  precarious  and  variable. 

Metaphysics  and  tradition,  their  own  whimfies  and  thofe 
of  their  predecenors,  guided  the  clergy,  and  conftituted  their 
theology.     They  never  confidered  the  word  of  God  naked,  if 
I  may  fay  fo,  nor  ever  looked  at  it,  except  through  a  theological 
medium,  through  which  every  man  might  fee  whatever  he  had  a 
mind   to  fee  in  it.     Many  of  the  queftions  that  arofe,  were, 
in  no  degree,  objects  of  reafon :    and  no  men  living  were  lefs 
fit  than  the  fathers  of  the  church,    the  greateft  of  them,    St. 
Chrysostom  or  St.  Jerom,  and  St.  Ambrose  or  St.  Austin, 
to  fpeak  or  write  on  any  fubject,    that  required  a  clear  deter- 
mination of  ideas,  a  clofenefs  of  reafoning,  an  evangelical  can- 
dor, or  even  common  ingenuoufnefs.   Befides,  that  it  was  difficult 
very  often  to  know  whether  thefe  men  fpoke  fincerely,  or  with 
oeconomy,  they  declaimed  much :    and  thofe  of  them,    who 
pretended  to  reafon,  reafoned  ill.  They  perverted  the  fenfe,  and 
defamed  the  characters  of  their  adversaries :    they  quibbled  and 
cavilled,    and  then  decided  dogmatically  on  fubjects  they  did 
not  underftand  ;   as  St.  Austin  did,   I  prefume,  in  the  cafe  of 
pelagianifm,    and  in  the  doctrine  of  abfolute  predeftination, 
which  he,  after  St.  Paul,  and  Calvin  after  him,     endeavored 
to  eftablifh.     Their  perfonal  partialities,    the  fpirit  of  party 
and  faction  were  manifeft;  as  in  the  cafe  of  Origen,  who  did 
great  honor  and  fervice  to  the  chriftian  church,    and  yet  was 
condemned  by  the  fame  prelate  that  ordained  Synesius  bifhop 
of  Ptolemais,    tho  the  honeft  philofopher  declined  this  honor, 
and  declared  he  would  neither  abandon  his  wife,  nor  feveral  of 
thofe  platonic  opinions,    that  were  repugnant  to  the  chriftian 
.doctrine.     There  are  fo  many  examples  to  juftify  this  charge, 

in 


EfrSAY     THE     FOURTH.         587 

in  every  part  of  it,  that  if  any  choleric  divine  mould  prefume 
to  deny  it,  the  fame  fate  might  attend  him  and  the  fathers 
he  took  under  his  protection,  as  attended  them  and  the  monk 
who  defended  them  againft  Barbeyrac.  The  charge  might 
be  proved  out  of  their  own  works,  and  their  theology  {hewn 
to  be  no  better  than  their  ethics. 

I  have  touched  over  again,  among  others,  fome  things  that 
have  been  mentioned  already,  in  order  to  introduce  my  conjecture 
about  the  reafon  that  might  determine  the  civil  powers  to  make 
no  oppofition  to  the  popes  when  theyafliimed  firft  an  abfolute  au- 
thority, even  fuperior  to  that  of  councils,  in  matters  of  faith,  and 
in  all  matters  of  doctrine  and  difcipline.  Their  reafon  muft  have 
been  political.  It  could  not  be  religious.  The  manner  of  holding 
the  firft  council  at  Jerufalem,  and  the  manner  of  decreeing  in  it, 
as  they  are  reprefented  in  the  fifteenth  of  the  Acts,  made 
ftrongly  for  the  councils,  and  not  at  all  for  the  popes.  This 
was  certainly  the  firft  council,  a  precedent  for  all  others,  and 
the  foundation  of  their  authority  over  the  whole  church.  No 
man,  I  believe,  before  Baron ius,  had difcovered,  that  Christ 
himfelf  held  a  council,  and  that  he  prefided  in  it  when  he 
called  his  difciples  to  him  and  afked  them  firft,  as  one  who  en- 
quired about  news,  whom  men  faid  that  he  was;  and  next  as 
a  prefident  who  took  their  opinions  whom  they  faid  that  he 
was  *.  But  this  little  fophiftry  was  meaned  to  iniinuate,  that  as 
Christ  gave  the  keys  on  this  occafion  to  Peter  and  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  fo  he  gave  them  particularly  a  fuperiority  over  coun- 
cils, nay,  that  he  rendered  thefe  the  leaft  ufeful  afTemblies  in 
the  world.  Peter  alone  pronounced  the  decree  of  this  type  of 
a  council  -j- ;  and  tho  the  others  aflented,  no  doubt,  yet  docs  it 
not  appear  that  the  form  of  confulting  them   was  obferved. 

*  Matt.  xvi.     Mark  viii.     Luke  ix. 

f  Aftio  Chrifti  typum  quendam  exprimit  celebrandi  concilium. 

4  F  2  •     The 
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The  practice  of  the  church  afforded  no  more  reafon,  than  the 
terms  of  the  gofpel,  for  this  fiiperiority  of  the  popes  over  coun- 
cils; but  the  woeful  experience  of  many  ages  fhewed  how 
inadequate  the  inftitution  of  councils  themfelves  was  to  the 
purpole  of  preferving  uniformity  in  chriftian  churches,  and  peace 
in  chriftian  ftates:  and  this  political  confederation  became  a 
fufficient  reafon  to  the  civil  powers  for  favoring,  or  at  leaft  for 
not  opposing  the  ufurpation  of  the  popes,  in  the  inftance  we 
fpeak  of  here. 

It  had  been  found  neceflary,  even  in  the  apoftolical  age, 
to  ele&  a  prefbyter  in  every  church,  who  might  preferve  the 
unity  of  it  by  his  authority,  and  prevent  the  fbhifms  which 
arofe  perpetually.  This  was  the  inftitution  of  bifhops.  As 
chriftianity  fpread,  as  bifhops  multiplied,  as  they  grew  more 
powerful,  and  as  theology  grew  more  and  more  contentious, 
the  fame  expedient,  that  had  been  found  ufeful,  if  not  wholly 
effectual,  to  preferve  the  uniformity  of  particular  churches, 
might  feem  the  moft  proper  to  be  employed  for  the  fame  pur- 
poses in  the  univerfal  church :  and  in  this  cafe  who  fo  fit  to  be 
the  univerfal  bifhop  as  the  bifhop  of  Rome  ?  Rome  had  been 
the  feat  of  empire,  when  the  empire  had  been  in  it's  glory.  If 
the  dignity  of  cities  was  to  determine,  as  it  had  always  done, 
the  dignity  of  fees,  there  was  none  that  could  vie  with  that  of 
Rome.  If  a  right  derived  from  St.  Peter,  the  fuppofed  prince 
of  the  apoftles,  was  to  determine,  there  was  none  neither,  in 
this  cafe,  to  vie  with  that  of  Rome.  Antioch,  the  firft  bi- 
fhopric  of  Peter,  had  yielded  to  the  fecond  imperial  city, 
Conftantinople.  Who  could  vie  then  with  the  bifhop  of  the 
firft  imperial  city,  that  pretended,  and  was  believed  to  have 
been  the  fecond  bifhopric  of  Peter,  as  well  as  the  fcene  of  his 
martyrdom? 

It 
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It  is  true,  that  fome  biftiops  of  Rome  had  erred  moft 
grievoufly  in  their  judgments,  and  been  fcandalous  in  their 
manners.  But  others  had  retrieved,  in  fome  degree,  the  ho- 
nor of  the  fee :  and  if  the  herefies  and  vices  of  popes  were 
made  objections  againft  them,  in  this  cafe,  what  church  was 
there  that  could  boaft  an  uninterrupted  fucceflion  of  orthodox 
and  pious  prelates  ?  In  fhort,  all  the  churches  of  the  Weft  had 
contracted,  in  procefs  of  time,  fuch  an  habitual  reverence  for 
that  of  Rome,  that  her  opinions  in  matters  of  religion  and 
confcience  had  been  frequently  afked,  and  that  the  judgments 
of  her  bimops  had  been  received  with  an  apparent  fubmiflion, 
even  by  thofe  who  did  not  acknowledge,  till  long  afterwards,  a 
power  to  impofe  them.  The  churches  of  Spain  and  of  Gaul 
afford  a  moft  remarkable  inftance  to  our  prefent  purpofe,  in 
die  famous  cafe  of  the  proceftion  of  the  holy  ghoft.  Both  of 
them  paid  a  great  regard  to  the  papal  authority  in  matters  of 
this  kind :  the  latter,  I  think,  moft  and  fooneft ;  tho  the  form- 
er has  outftripped  her  fince  in  a  bigot  attachment  to  it:  and 
yet  both  thefe  churches  had  added  the  words  "  fllioque,"  in 
order  to  declare  their  belief,  that  the  holy  ghoft  proceeded 
from  the  fon  as  well  as  the  father,  to  the  conftantinopolitan 
creed,  not  only  without,  but  againft  the  confent  of  the  popes. 
This  addition  too  was  not  only  maintained  three  hundred  years 
together,  but  impofed,  at  laft,  on  the  church  of  Rome;  one 
of  her  infallible  bifhops  having  admitted  it  into  his  creed  very 
wifely,  and  chofen  to  authorife,  what  he  could  not  alter,  ra- 
ther than  fuffer  fo  great  a  part  of  the  weftern  church  to  ftand 
in  oppofttion  to  his  infallibility,  at  the  very  time  when  the 
eftablifhment  of  it  was  attempted. 

After  this  time  the  clergy  grew  more  obfequious  to   the 
popes,  and  more  infolent  to  their  princes ;   for  as  the   power 

of 
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of  the  former  increafed,  their  independency  on  the  latter  in- 
crcafed  with  it.     If  it  had  not  been  fo,  we  fhould  have  heard 
of  more  oppositions  to  the  doctrines  of  Rome,    and  thofe  we 
do  hear  of  would  have  prevailed  fooner.     But  as  the  civil  pow- 
er defired  nothing  more  than  an  uniformity  of  belief  for  the 
fake  of  peace,  and  thought  that  this  uniformity  could  be  pre- 
ferved  no  way  fo  well  as  by  giving  to  one  bifhop  a  fuperinten- 
dency  over  the  faith  of  the  whole  church,  two  tilings  follow- 
ed of  courfe.     One  we  know.     The  other  we  may  conjecture 
from  what  we  know.     We  know,  that  civil  and  ecclefiaftical 
power  united  their  efforts  to  exterminate,    by  inquisitions,   by 
croifades,  and  all  the  cruelties  they  were  able  to  exercife,  every 
feci;  that  arofe  in  direct  and  open  oppofition  to  the  doctrines 
and  decifions  of  the  church  of  Rome.    We  conjecture,  that  in 
cafes  where  the  oppofition  was  more  confined,     and  more  dif- 
guifed,  where  it  feemed  directed  to  diminifh,  rather  than  to 
abolifh  the  authority  of  the  popes,    the  fame  thing  happened 
formerly  in  many  places,  which  we  fee  happen  in  France  at  this 
day.    A  great  number  of  the  inferior  clergy,     few  of  the  pre- 
lates, refufed  to  accept  the  constitution  unigenitus.     The  for- 
mer have  been  difcountenanced   and  opprefled  without  much 
noife ;   and  thofe  of  them  that  perfift,  perfift  in  filence  and  ob- 
fcurity.     The  others  die  oft,    and  are  replaced  by  men  more 
complaifant  and  more  politic.     Thus  the  oppofition  to  this  bull 
will  make  no  figure  in  hiftory,  and  the  doctrine  of  it  will  pafs 
for  that  of  the  whole  gallican  church  conforming  implicitly  to 
a  papal  constitution.     The  pretended  explanations,  reftrictions, 
and  other  prevarications,  that  were  employed  to  trim  between 
God  and  the  pope,  will  remain  in  the  pamphlets  of  the  time 
alone,  and  in  the  clofets  of  antiquaries.     Thus  an  appearance 
of  uniformity  in  matters  of  faith  has  been,  and  may  be  impof- 
ed  on  pofterity,   by  ftifling  the  proofs  of  the  contrary :  and  if 
this  failed,  the  church  would  have  nothing  more  to  do  to  pre- 

ferve 
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ferve  the  illufion  of  uniformity,  than  what  (he  lias  clone  fo  of- 
ten and  fo  long;  to  quote  thole  alone  who  have  fpoken  the  fame 
language  as  fhe  fpeaks,  and  to  take  no  notice  of  others,  or  to 
pafs  them  by  as  heretics  whofe  fuffrage  ought  not  to  be  brought 
to  account. 

The  pope  is  a  general ;  the  clergy  a  (landing  army,  which 
has  fought  his  battles,  like  other  armies,  without  any  regard  to 
the  juftice  or  injuftice  of  the  caufe :  and  the  common  foldiers 
of  which,  as  of  other  armies,  have  fomctimes  mutinied  in  par- 
ticular quarters,  the  general  officers  feldom,  the  whole  or  the 
greateft  part  never.  That  even  the  common  foldiers  of  this  ar- 
my mould  mutiny,  at  any  time,  may  appear  the  more  extraor- 
dinary, becaufe  no  general  ever  recompenfed  the  zeal  of  private 
men  in  his  caufe  more  fignaliy  than  the  pope  has  done.  He 
procured  them  free  quarters  and  very  lucrative  exemptions  in 
every  chriftian  country.  He  abetted  their  infolence,  and  imploy- 
ed  every  artifice,  as  well  as  his  whole  power,  to  impofe  on  the 
iuperftition  of  mankind  an  high  conceit  of  the  dignity  of  this 
Spiritual  militia.  One  artifice  of  this  fort,  the  moft  extravagant 
that  was  ever  invented,  and  the  moft  effectual  at  the  fame  time, 
fhall  be  produced.  You  may  be  furprifed,  perhaps,  when  I  fay 
it  was  the  doctrine  of  tranfubftantiation. 


SECTION     XXXIX. 

Nothing  could  be  more  intelligible,  nor  even  to  human 
judgment  more  reafonable,  than  the  inftitution  of  the  Lord's 
fupper;  fince  the  fole  defign  of  it  was  that  Chriftians  mould 
commemorate  in  common  the  death  of  Christ  and  the  re- 
demption of  mankind,  as  well  as  fignify,  by  participating  of 
the  fame  bread  and  the  fame  wine,  that  they  were  of  the  fame 

religion, 
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religion,  if,  as  Erasmus  fays  in  paraphrafing  St.  Paul,   "  vide- 
"  tur  agnofcere  communem  religionem  qui  communibus  cibis 
"  vefcitur  *.  But  refinements,  and  figurative  exprefiions  employ- 
ed about  it,  made  the  plaineft  thing  in  the  world  myftical  and 
unintelligible.     The  effeds  of  the  eucharift  were  made  fo  Gift, 
and  the  very  elements,  the  bread  and  the  wine,  became  fo  af- 
terwards.    This  facrament  was  no  longer  a  iimple  acl  of  com- 
memoration and  of  profeflion.     It  was  made  a  great  and  dread- 
ful myftery,  of  which  Chriftians  may  partake  to  their  damna- 
tion,   as  well  as  to  their  falvation.     The  perfon,  by  whom  it 
was  inffituted,  is  reprefented  fometimes  under  images  that  ren- 
der it  impoffible  to  frame  any  of  the  efficacy,  or  even  of  the 
inftitution  of  this  facrament.     Christ  is  a  vine,  he  is  a  rock, 
nay  he  is  a  coat,  according  to  St.  Paul  ;  and  we  clothe  our- 
felves  with  him  in  our  baptifm,  according  to  St.  Chrysostom. 
According  to  the  fame  eloquent  father  too,  he  ftands  to  us  in 
the  relation  of  an  head,  of  an  houfe,    of  a   table,    and  of  a 
root  f.     Now  one  of  thefe  images  alone  can  give  us  any  im- 
perfect idea  of  the  efficacy  of  this  facrament.     Christ  is  the 
head  of  a  body,  and  the  faithful  are  the  members.     The  fame 
loaf  is  made  up  of  many  crumbs,    the  fame  body  of  many 
members  §  :   and  therefore,  according  to  St.  Paul's  reafoning, 
all   thofe  who  eat  of  one  loaf  compofe  one   body  ||.     Thus 
Christ  is,  in  this  community,  at  once  the  fon  of  God  and  the 
brother  of  man.     The  brother,  but  the  elder  brother,  of  the 
elecT:** :   and  in  the  epiftle  to  the  Ephefians  we  are  faid  to  be 
flefh  of  his  flefh,  and  bone  of  his  bone,   "  ex  carne  ejus  et  of- 

*  Paraph,  in  ep.  ad  Cor.  ep.  i.  c.  x.  v.  15. 

•j-  - —  Christum  fuis  efie  non  lblum  caput,  domum,  menfem,  radicem,  fed 
etiam  veftem  quando  in  baptifmo  Christus  induatur.     vid.  Casaub.  in  exercit. 

§  Panis  ex  innumeris  granis  fie  conflatus  eft corpus  fie  ex  diverfis  membris 

conttat Paraph.  Eras. 

||  Qiioniam  unus  panis,  unum  corpus  multi  fumus,  omnes  qui  de  uno  pane  par- 
ticipants.    Ep.  ad  Corin.  1.  c.  x. 

**  Primogenitus  in  multis  fratribus,  ep.  ad  Rom.  viii.  29. 

"  fibus 
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"  fibus  ejus."  Thefe  immenfe  and  inexplicable  advantages 
are  to  be  afcribed,  principally,  to  the  efficacy  of  this  myfte- 
rious  facrament.  By  baptifm,  we  are  made  partakers  of  the 
holy  ghoft.  By  this  facrament,  we  are  made  fuch  of  the  body 
and  blood  of  Christ.  But  I  will  conclude,  inftead  of  citing 
any  more  particular  inftances,  by  borrowing  from  Casaubon 
fome  general  words,  that  may  ferve  to  fhew  how  high  mens 
notions  have  been  raifed  about  this  theological  myftery,  by  the 
theological  abufe  of  figures.  "  The  eucharifty,  rightly  taken, 
is  the  inftrument  of  that  conjunction  by  which  we  grow  into 

one  body  with  the  fbn  of  God,  and  with  all  the  faithful 

What  can  be  more  admirable,  what  more  ftupendous,  than 
that  man  fhould  be  thus  joined  and  coalited  with  God,  the 
creature  with  the  Creator,  the  mortal  with  the  immortal, 
the  finite  with  the  infinite,  and  earth  with  heaven  ?  This 
miracle  is  greater  than  that  of  creating  a  world  out  of  no- 
thing *."  I  think  it  is ;  but  I  think  too,  that  it  would  be  as 
eafy  to  diftinguifh  the  moft  extravagant  language  that  platonic 
or  pythagorean  enthufiafts  ever  held  out  of  blafphemy,  as  thefe 
orthodox  exprefHons. 


The  yoke  of  chriftianity  is  eafy,  and  the  burden  light. 
But  if  theology  has  fhortened  the  decalogue,  it  has  lengthened 
the  creed,  and  has  maintained  hitherto  in  the  inlightened  ages 
fuch  a  tyranny  over  the  minds  of  men,  in  oppofltion  to  reafon 
and  revelation  too,  as  could  not  be  eftablifhed  in  the  darkeft 
without  much  difficulty.  In  the  cafe  juft  mentioned,  concern- 
ing the  myftical  effects  of  the  eucharifty,  we  are  required  by  hu- 


* Euchariftiam  legitimo  modo  fumptam  inftrumentum  efieejus  conjunclionis, 

perquam  in  corpus  unum  cum  filio  Dei coalefcimus,  et  cum  caeteris  etiam  omni- 
bus fidelibus quid  magis  admirabile  aut  magis  ftupendum,  quam  jungi,  atque 

adeo  coalefcere  in  corpus  unum,  hominem  cum  Deo,  creaturam  cum  Creatore, 
mortalem  cum  immortali,  finitum  cum  jnfinito,  coenum  cum  coelo  ?  Hoc  majus 
eft  miraculum,  quam  de  nihilo  mundum  creafle. 

Vol.  IV.  4  G  man 


594       ESSAY     THE     FOURTH. 

man  authority  to  believe,  that  the  moft  divine  and  important 
truths  are  concealed  under  a  variety  of  figurative  expreilions, 
which  have  no  conceivable  applications,  at  leaft  none  that  are 
conceivable  to  us  uninfpired  perfons,  or  elle  fuch  as  cannot  be 
made  by  us,  without  a  profanation  that  mocks  the  ear  of  every 
man  who  keeps  up  in  his  mind  an  awful  fenfe  of  the  majefty 
of  the  Supreme  Being ;   nor  dares  to  think,  like  thofe  whom  we 
call  divines,  as  familiarly  and  as  lowly  of  God  as  of  man.     In 
the  cafe  that  is  to  be  mentioned  concerning  the  elements,  as 
they  are  called,  of  the  eucharifty,  your  church  requires,  and 
the  whole  chriftian  church  did  require  before  the  reformation, 
that  we  mould  believe  fubftances  which  give  us  the  ideas  of  bread 
and  wine,  both  before  and  after  confecration,  to  be,  after  it, 
fuch  fubftances  as  give  us  the  ideas  of  flefh  and  blood.     If  we 
fhould  fay,  that  in  fadr.  they  give  us  thefe  ideas,  we  mould  lie 
moft  impudently :   and  if  we  mould  fay,  as  you  pretended  ca- 
tholics do  fay,  that,  tho  they  give  us  ftill  the  ideas  of  bread  and 
wine,  yet  they  are  miraculoufly  flefh  and  blood,  we  mould  talk 
a  language  that  pafles  on  millions,  and  yet  can  pafs  on  no  one 
man  who  confults  his  reafon  impartially,  or  who  conftders  the 
proofs  of  chriftian  revelation  by  miracles,  which  are,  in  truth, 
appeals  to  the  fenfes. 

We  are  all  confcious,  or  very  little  experiment  and  reflection 
will  fuffice  to  make  us  fo,  that  we  know  nothing  more  of  fub- 
ftances than  their  effe&s.  God  has  given  us  no  other  way  of 
diftinguifhing  them :  and  if  we  abandon  that,  nothing  can  be 
affirmed  or  denied  concerning  them.  A  miracle  may  change 
one  fubftance  into  another,  as  water  was  changed  into  wine  at 
the  feaft  in  Galilee.  But  the  accidents  cannot  remain,  and  the 
fubftance  be  changed ;  or  to  fpeak  more  plainly,  a  different 
fubftance  muft  produce  different  ideas  in  us.  A  fupernatural 
operation  muft  be  fenflble,  or  it  is  no  more  a  miracle  than  if  no- 
thing 
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thing  was  operated.  The  guefts  at  Cana  would  not  have  believed 
that  the  water  was  turned  into  wine,  it  they  had  not  been  convinced 
of  the  change  by  their  tafte :  and  if  the  difciples  were  convinced, 
after  his  refurrection,  that  Jesus  was  the  fame  Christ  who  had 
been  crucified,  it  was  becaufc  they  faid  that  they  faw  him  to  be 
the  fame,  and  that  one  of  them  probed  the  wounds  he  had  re- 
ceived on  the  crofs.  According  to  the  firft  example  then,  the 
communicants  in  your  church  mould  eat  raw  flem,  and  the 
prieft  by  his  peculiar  privilege  mould  drink  warm  blood ;  for 
the  tranfubftantiation  is  inftantaneous :  and,  according  to  the 
laft  example,  if  the  elements  in  the  eucharifty  continue  to  the 
light  and  tafte  the  fame,  they  are  the  fame  bread  and  the  fame 
wine,  after  confecration,  that  they  were  before. 

He  who  mould  think,  to  evade  the  abfurdity,  by  infilling 
that  God  works  two  miracles  at  once,  that  he  changes  the  bread 
and  wine  into  flefh  and  blood,  and  that  to  exercifeour  faith  he 
alters  the  phylical  conftitution  of  the  elect  in  fuch  a  manner, 
on  this  occafion,  that  flefh  and  blood  produce  in  them  the  ideas 
of  bread  and  wine ;  he,  I  fay,  who  fhould  think  fo,  would 
only  increafe  the  abfurdity  by  endeavoring  to  evade  it,  as  they 
who  are  in  the  dirt,  dirty  themfelves  more  by  endeavoring  to 
get  out  of  it.     He  would  affume  a  miracle  and  no  miracle,  or 
rather  a  miracle  contrived  to  difguife  a  miracle,  and  a  fraudu- 
lent impofition  on  our  fenfes  for  the  excellent  purpofe  of  exer- 
cifing  faith  againft  knowledge,   and  in  direct  contradiction  to 
all  the  proofs  that  Christ  gave  of  the  divinity  of  his  mi/lion  by 
appealing  to  the  fenfes  of  mankind  :   fo  that  if  tranfubftantiation 
be  true,  the  whole  chriftian  revelation  may  be  falfe.     No  one 
would  impute  fuch  a  kind  of  proceeding  to  any  man  who  was 
not  a  profefled  juggler :  and  yet  fuch  a  proceeding  is  imputed  to 
God,  by  popes,  councils,  and  the  whole  tribe  of  your  divines. 
But  it  is  time  I  fhould  leave  a  fubject  that  gives  me  horror,  even 

4  G   2  when 
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when  I  write  againft  it ;  and  that  has  been  exhaufted  by  abler 
pens,  by  that  of  Tillotson  particularly,  in  a  fhort  tract  pre- 
ferable to  immenfe  volumes.  It  is  time  I  fhould  remember  that 
my  bunnefs  here  is  not  to  refute  the  doctrine  of  tranfubftantia- 
tion,  but  to  mew  how  it  came  to  be  eftablifhed,  and  the  politi- 
cal view  of  the  popes  in  the  eftablifhment  of  it. 

SECTION     XL. 

To  this  purpofe  then,  I  fay,  that  a  fuppofed  myflery  in  the 
elements  arofe  firft,  like  a  fuppofed  myflery  in  the  effects  of  the 
eucharifty,  from  figurative  exprefnon.  There  is  no  one,  per- 
haps, in  the  whole  gofpel,  lefs  liable  to  an  equivocal  fenfe 
than  that  which  Christ  imployed,  when  he  faid,  "  this  is  my 
"  body,  and  this  is  my  blood,"  in  the  very  act  of  giving  bread 
and  wine  to  his  difciples  who  were  at  fupper  with  him,  juft 
before  his  death,  for  a  remembrance  of  which  this  ceremony  of 
a  fupper  was  then  inftituted  by  him.  The  figure  was  eafy,  the 
application  natural,  and  they  could  not  underftand  the  expref- 
fion  literally.  It  is  impoflible  to  fuppofe  that  they  did,  unlefs 
we  fuppofe  them  mad :  and  yet  it  is  this  very  expreflion  that 
has  been  made  the  foundation  of  a  doctrine,  which  Hurons 
and  Iroquois,  Samojedes  and  Hottentots,  would  blufh  to  own, 
and  which  has  brought  difgrace  on  chriftianity,  if  any  ever  did, 
as  well  as  innumerable  calamities  on  the  chriftian  world.  The 
fathers  of  the  church  loved  figurative  ftyle,  and  their  whole 
theology  is  nothing  elfe,  but  they  imployed  it  more  to  perplex 
than  to  explain :  and  it  is  not  wonderful,  therefore,  if  they 
feemed  to  confound  the  typical,  or  fymbolical,  with  the  real 
body  of  Christ.  They  feemed  to  do  it,  or  they  did  it,  if  you 
will,  fome times.  But  when  their  matter  led  them  to  fpeak 
with  more  caution  and  preciflon,  fo  many  of  them,  and  of  the 
greateft  of  them,  contradiftinguifhed  the  firft  from  the  laft,  in 

fuch 
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fuch  plain  and  ftrong  terms,  that  it  is  evident  a  real  corporeal  pre- 
fence  In  the  eucharifty  was  neither  their  opinion,  nor  the  gene- 
ral belief  of  the  church  in  the  firft  ages.  Give  me  leave  to  add, 
tho  I  cite  no  other  particular  paflages  here,  becaufe  they  have 
been  cited  by  many  on  the  fame  occafion,  that  the  inconfiften- 
cy  of  your  church  never  appears  to  me  more  barefaced  than  it 
does,  when  I  confider  that  me  has  made  the  writings  of  St. 
Austin  almoft  a  rule  of  faith ;  and  yet  that  this  father  not  on- 
ly declares,  in  many  places,  againft  her  favorite  doctrine, 
which  was  not  at  that  time  a  doctrine  *,  but  guards  againft  it, 
for  fear  it  mould  become  fuch  by  a  wrong  interpretation  of  the 
fcripture.  He  brings  an  example  of  wrong  interpretations 
that  may  be  made,  by  quoting  thefe  words,  "  except  ye  eat 
"  the  flefh  of  the  fon  of  man,  and  drink  his  blood,  ye  have  no 
"  life  in  you."  Thefe  words  interpreted  literally  contain,  ac- 
cording to  him,  a  great  impiety.  They  are  to  be  interpreted, 
therefore,  figuratively.  The  doctrine  of  tranfubftantiation  is, 
therefore,  an  impious  doctrine,  according  to  this  father. 

But  how  carefully  foever  the  typical  and  fymbolical  body  of 
Christ  in  the  eucharifty  was  diftinguifhed,  on  fome  occafions, 
from  his  real  body,  from  the  body  born  of  the  virgin  Mary, 
which  was  crucified,  which  rofe  from  the  dead,  and  which  af- 
cended  into  heaven,  they  grew  to  be  eafily  confounded  in  the 
minds  of  men,  by  the  continual  ufe  of  the  fame  figure  without 
the  fame  explanation  of  it,  and  the  fign  pafled  for  the  thing  fig- 
nified  among  many.  This  has  often  happened ;  and  it  happen- 
ed the  more  naturally  in  this  cafe,  becaufe  the  imaginations  of 
men  being  heated  with  myftery,  the  doctrine  that  was  the  moft: 
myfterious  was  the  moft  likely  to  prevail.  The  doctrine,  how- 
ever, of  Christ's  corporeal  prefence  in  the  facrament  would 
not  have  prevailed,  even  in  the  eighth  century,  very  probably,. 

*  De  do£t  chriftiana  1.  3. 
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fo  far  as  to  be  eftablifhed  by  the  authority  of  a  council,  if  it  had 
not  been  found  neceflary  to  evade  an  argument,  that  the  breakers 
of  images  urged,  and  to  fupport  the  ftupid  worfhip  of  them, 
as  Tillotson  obferves.  One  fynod,  that  of  Conftantinople, 
determined,  that  Christ  had  left  an  image  of  his  body,  the 
bread  in  the  eucharifty,  and  therefore  no  other  image  of  him 
ought  to  be  made.  Another  fynod,  the  fecond  nicaean,  de- 
termined, about  thirty  years  afterwards,  that  the  bread  and 
wine  after  confecration  were  the  body  and  blood,  not  the 
images  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ  ;  that  he  had,  there- 
fore, left  no  image  of  himfelf,  and  that  other  images  of  him 
might  be  worfhipped.  Zeal  for  idolatry  of  one  kind  propa- 
gated idolatry  of  another :  and  to  the  worfhip  of  images,  which 
the  Chriftians  pra&ifed  as  well  as  the  heathens,  and  which  the 
heathens  excufed  as  well  as  the  Chriftians,  the  latter  added 
fomething  too  abfurd,  and  too  abominable,  to  make  a  part  of 
the  religious  rites  of  the  former.  They  conjured  their  God 
into  a  wafer ;  they  adored  him  in  that  wafer ;  they  offered  him 
up  in  a  true  facrifice  to  himfelf,  and  they  eat  him  up,  to  con- 
clude the  ceremony.  "  Sit  anima  mea  cum  philofophis,  non 
"  cum  Chriftianis,  gente  ftolidiflima,  qui  Deurn  faciunt  et  com- 
"  edunt,"  a  faying  of  AvERRoes,  which  no  man  needs  to 
difbwn. 

All  this  was. not  eftablifhed,  without  great  conteft,  nor  foon. 
In  the  ninth  and  following  centuries,  it  was  much  oppofed. 
One  of  thofe  who  oppofed  it,  Berenger,  dean  of  Angers,  and 
a  man  famous  for  learning  and  piety  when  there  was  little  of 
either  among  the  religious  fociety,  had  been  frightened  into  a 
recantation,  which  he  recanted  as  foon  as  he  got  out  of  the  pa- 
pal hands.  It  is  the  lefs  wonderful  that  he  mould  do  fb; 
fince  the  pope  and  his  council  appeared  to  have  no  very  clear 
notion  of  their  own  doctrine,    but  blundered  miferably  when 

they 
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they  defined  it,  in  contradiction  to  that  which  he  had  taught ; 
and  fince  Gregory  the  feventh  found  it  nccefTary,  a  few  years 
afterwards,  to  define  over  again  the  pretended  orthodox  doftrine 
of  the  real  corporeal  prefence.  He  left  out  of  his  definition  the 
circumftances  of  handling  and  breaking,  of  grinding  and  bruif- 
ing,  this  body  between  the  teeth  of  the  faithful,  as  I  believe, 
becaufe  they  were  too  fhocking  to  ftand  in  it,  and  might  be 
insinuated  with  more  advantage  when  the  general  doctrine  had 
got  prejudice  on  it's  fide.  They  have  been  fo,  they  are  avow- 
ed parts  of  it,  and  this  is  the  doctrine  which  was  declared  or- 
thodox eleven  hundred  years  after  Christ  in  the  latin  church, 
under  the  ridiculous  name  of  tranfubftantiation,  a  ridiculous 
name  indeed,  and  that  bears  more  analogy  to  chemiftry  than 
to  theology.  What  Hildebrand  defined,  his  fucceflbrs  main- 
tained: and  Innocent  the  third,  who  was  a  pope  of  the  fame 
fpirit,  procured  a  moft  folemn  confirmation  of  it  in  the  nu- 
merous council  of  Lateran,  which  he  held  at  the  beginning  of 
the  thirteenth  century,  and  in  which  fo  many  other  things  were 
done  to  advance  his  own  tyranny,  and  the  Superiority  of  the 
religious  over  the  civil  fociety.  The  folly  of  the  holy  war  was 
renewed,  books  of  decretals  were  publifhed  and  authorifed,  au- 
ricular confeflion  was  introduced,  the  cup  was  taken  from  the 
laity :  in  fhort,  ecclefiaftical  pride  and  policy  being  now  come 
to  their  height,  the  whole  fyftem  of  religion  became  more 
than  ever  a  fyftem  of  ufurpation ;  and  ambition  improved,  to 
her  purpofes,  all  that  fuperftition  and  ignorance  could  be  made 
to  adopt.  It  will  be  no  breach  of  charity,  therefore,  to  affirm, 
that  tho  the  doctrine  of  Christ's  real  and  corporeal  prefence 
in  the  facrament  owed  it's  firft  rife  to  the  abufe  of  figurative 
ftyle,  and  to  the  difputes  of  divines  on  another  Subject,  yet  the 
folemn  definition  of  tranfubftantiation  was  one  of  thofe  artifices, 
that  the  popes  employed  to  raife  an  high  opinion  of  the  digni- 
ty and  power  of  the  priefthood.     No  popes  had  ever  more  rea- 

fon 
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fon  to  raife  fuch  an  opinion  than  Gregory  the  feventh  and  In- 
nocent the  third;  for  none  ever  atchieved  nor  undertook 
fuch  conquefts  as  thefe  two  made  at  the  head  of  the  church 
over  the  civil  power,  both  of  them  in  Germany,  and  the  laft 
of  them  in  our  ifland  likewife. 

We  may  fay  the  better,  that  this  artifice  was  contrived  for 
the  purpofe  I  fuppofe,  fince  the  prerogative  and  power  of  mak- 
ing God  himfelf  is  not  only  afcribed,  by  the  writers  of  your 
church,  to  every  prieft,  but  an  argument  is  drawn  from  thence 
to  mew  how  much  reverence  ought  to  be  paid  to  an  order  of 
men,  the  leaft  of  whom  has  a  prerogative  and  power  of  which 
the  greateft  earthly  potentates  cannot  boaft.  But  however  this 
artifice  was  contrived  and  conducted,  how  impudently  foever 
popes  and  councils  impofed,  for  an  article  of  faith,  what  it  is 
more  impious  to  believe,  than  it  would  be  to:  difbelieve  the 
whole  creed,  and  however  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  power  united 
to  enforce  it,  with  all  the  fury  of  inquifitions,  it  never  could 
gain  from  the  eleventh,  to  the  fixteenth  century,  in  which  it 
was  rejected  with  a  juft  abhorrence  by  whole  nations,  a  full 
and  quiet  pofleilion  of  the  minds  of  men  in  any  country ;  no 
not  in  Italy ;  no  not  at  Rome.  They  who  had  not  the  front 
to  defend  this  monftrous  doctrine,  and  yet  would  not  feparate 
from  the  church  of  Rome,  had  recourfe  to  the  fole  expedient 
that  remained.  Far  from  defending  it,  far  from  maintaining 
it  as  an  original  article  of  chriftian  faith,  they  chofe  to  put  the 
decifion  on  another  point.  Many  of  the  moll  learned  and  or- 
thodox, long  before  Luther  and  Calvin  arofe,  had  declared, 
that  men  were  at  liberty  to  believe,  or  not  to  believe,  the 
manner  o(  Christ's  prefence  in  the  facrament  to  be  corpo- 
real and  by  tranfubftantiation ;  but  the  popifii  doctors  infilled, 
that  this  liberty  fubfifted  no  longer,  fince  the  church  had  de- 
fined the  particular  manner  of  this  prefence,   in  the  council  of 

Lateran. 
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Lateran.  Thus  they  tried  to  change  the  ftate  of  the  queftion, 
to  deliver  themfelves  from  the  cruel  neceflity  of  juftifying  blaf- 
phemy,  and  demonftrating  contradictions,  and  to  decide  the  me- 
rits of  a  caufe,  that  could  not  be  maintained  by  thofe  of  another 
that  they  thought  might  be  fo.  In  this,  however,  they  were 
deceived,  and  inftead  of  fupporting  tranfubftantiation  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  church,  they  fhook  the  authority  of  the  church 
by  employing  it  to  this  purpofe,  more  than  by  all  the  other 
unworthy  purpofes  to  which  it  had  been  often  proftituted.  It 
was  impofnble  to  perfuade  men,  that  the  church  had  any  right 
to  make  new  articles  of  faith,  and  of  fuch  a  nature  as  this  was 
efpecially,  under  the  pretence  of  declaring  thofe  which  the 
fcriptures  had  impofed  on  Chriftians :  and  mice  it  was  impofli- 
ble to  perfuade,  the  fame  violence  was  ufed  to  force  this  arti- 
cle into  general  profeflion,  that  was  employed  in  the  cafe  of 
arianifm.  Nay  more  blood  has  been  fried,  and  the  calamities 
brought  on  the  world  by  thefe  contefts  have  been  of  longer  du- 
ration than  the  others.     They  are  not  yet  at  an  end. 


SECTION     XLI. 

What  has  been  faid  in  this  efiay,  and  nothing  has  been  faid 
which  may  not  be  eafily  juftified,  is  fufficient  to  fhew,  that 
none  of  the  inftitutions  contrived  to  preferve  or  reftore  peace 
among  Chriftians  have  had  this  effect,  even  from  the  firft.  Thofe 
that  the  apoftles  made,  concerning  which,  tho  men  talk  much 
they  know  little,  had  it  not.  If  the  diflenfions  of  chriftian 
congregations  were  fuch  as  did  not  break  out  to  the  eyes  of  the 
heathens,  all  was  ftrife  and  contention  within  :  and  the  ftate  of 
chriftianity  continued  the  fame  during  thofe  ages,  when  the 
government  of  the  church  had  firft  a  great  mixture  of  demo- 
cracy in  it,  and  when  it  grew  up  afterwards  into  a  more  ari- 
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ftocratical  form.     The  evils  Strengthened  under  thefe  forms, 
and  grew  quite  intolerable  under  the  monarchical.     Under  that 
government  it  became  tyranny,  and  the  whole  fyftem  of  chrifti- 
anity,  which  has  been  always  making,  and  is  not  yet  made  uni- 
form, became  fuch  a   fyftem  of  avarice  and  ambition  carried 
on  by  fraud  and  violence  in  their  turns,    that  new  abufes  be- 
ing ftill  accumulated  on  old,  it  might  have  been  diSputed,  whe- 
ther chriftian  flocks  would  not  have  fed  themfelves  better  with- 
out any  paftors  at  all,    and  whether  the  peace  of  the  world 
would  not  have  been  provided  for  better  without  any  religion 
at  all.     It  may  be  afked  now,    and  I  expect  you  mould  afk, 
in  what  particulars   the  ftate  of  chriftianity  has  been  mended 
to  the  honor  of  religion  and  to  the   good  of  mankind,    Since 
the  laft  expedient  designed  for  thefe  purpofes  was  laid  afide  by 
multitudes,  and  the  pope  was  no  longer  the  fpiritual  monarch 
of  Christians,  nor  the  center  of  their  union  ?    The  queftion  is 
reafonable:  and  I  will  anfwer  it  very  Sincerely. 

I  think  then,  that  the  ftate  of  chriftianity  has  been  mend- 
ed to  the  honor  of  religion  and  to  the  good  of  mankind,    in 
fome  particulars,  not  in  all  :  and  that  even  they  who  remain 
in  the  papal  communion  have,  in  this  refpect,    fome  obligati- 
on to  thofe  who  have  feparated  themfelves  from  it.     That  fo 
many  nations  withdrew  in  the  Sixteenth  century  from  their  Sub- 
jection to  the  mock  fovereignty  and  real  tyranny  of  the  pope 
has  been  to  the  honor  of  religion  furely  ;  Since  the  whole  bo- 
dy of  Christians  is  no  longer  obliged  to  acknowledge  for  vicar 
of  Christ  every  man,    however  unworthy  his  character  may 
be,    whom  the  moft  corrupt  college  on  earth  elects  to  that 
imaginary  dignity,  by  a  fuppofed  infpiration  of  the  holy  ghoSL 
It  has  been  to  the  good  of  mankind  furely,    that  the  indepen- 
dency of  the  church  on  the  ftate  is  taken  away,  in  thole  coun- 
tries that  have  renounced  all  allegiance  to  the  powerful  abettor 
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of  it,  the  pope ;  and  that  it  is  extremely  reduced  in  thofe  that 
profefs  to  hold  the  fame  allegiance  ftill.  It  has  been  furely  for 
the  good  of  mankind,  and  for  the  honor  of  chriftianity,  to 
fhew  the  world,  that  the  law  of  God  is  immutable,  like  the 
author  of  it,  and  that  orders,  difciplines,  rites,  ceremonies, 
and  acts  of  external  devotion,  means  invented  by  men  to  main- 
tain and  propagate  this  law,  are  not  only  mutable  in  their  na- 
ture, but  neceffary  to  be  altered,  on  fome  occanons,  in  the 
courfe  of  human  affairs.  It  was  the  more  fit  furely  to  con- 
vince men  of  thefe  truths,  lince  they  had  been  led  hoodwinked 
fo  long  by  the  knavery  of  the  religious  fociety,  that  they  began 
to  think  there  was  nothing  immutable  in  religion  fo  much 
as  the  means  employed  to  fupport  it,  nor  fo  little  as  the 
end.  The  wealth  and  grandeur  of  the  clergy,  and  the  fuper- 
ftition  of  the  laity  had  been  for  more  than  fourteen  hundred 
years  the  principal  of  thefe  immutable  means ;  and  the  expe- 
rience of  fo  long  time  had  fhewn,  that  the  means  deftroy- 
ed  the  end.  They  gave  occafion  to  all  that  mifchief  which 
atheiftical  perfons  are  fo  ready  to  impute  to  religion  itfelf. 
Without  thefe,  difputes  concerning  doctrines  of  mere  fpe- 
culation  would  have  made  lefs  noife  and  difturbance  in  the 
world,  and  cnterprifes  of  ambition  could  not  have  been 
fupported  as  they  have  been.  To  diminifh  all  thefe,  there- 
fore, and  to  remove  an  authority  which  often  has,  and  al- 
ways may  ftand  in  competition  with  the  fupreme  authority 
of  every  fociety,  are  the  firft  fteps  neceffary  to  eftablifh  true 
religion,  good  government,  and  public  tranquillity. 

As  thefe  fteps  were  neceffary,  fo  they  were  juft ;  for  the 
wealth  and  grandeur  of  the  church  had  been  the  free  gift  of 
the  ftate  originally,  and  they  might  be  refumed,  therefore, 
whenever  they  became  hurtful,  or  even  unneceflary,  with  as 
much  juftice  and  better  policy  than  they  were  given.     As  to 
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the  other  means,  ignorance  and  fuperftition,  tho  every  thing 
neceflary  to  conftitute  them  was  promoted,  they  were  not  di- 
rectly avowed  like  the  others.  To  pretend  that  the  church  has 
a  right  to  the  former  by  compact,  or  by  virtue  of  any  alliance 
with  the  ftate,  would  be  to  fay  whatever  comes  uppermost  in 
a  whimfical  head.  To  pretend  that  the  right  to  them  is  di- 
vine, may  be  ranked  among  a  great  number  of  abfurd  propor- 
tions, that  are  affirmed  without  proof:  and  bold  affirmation 
had  mcceeded  fo  well  in  this  cafe,  that  he,  who  had  afked  for 
any  other  proof,  than  the  authority  of  thofe  who  affirmed  it, 
would  have  pafTed  for  abfurd  himfelf. 

Again.  Nothing  can  contribute  more  to  the  honor  and  ad- 
vancement of  chriftianity,  than  to  reduce  the  preachers  of  it, 
as  near  as  poffible,  to  the  terms  of  their  original  inftitution. 
Christ  gave  his  apoftles  a  commiflion  to  preach  and  to  bap- 
tife,  to  convert  men  by  the  miracles  they  wrought,  and  to  edify 
and  build  up  in  the  faith  fuch  as  they  converted.  It  does  not 
appear  that  they,  or  their  immediate  fucceffors,  exceeded  the 
bounds  of  this  commiflion.  This  was  their  fole  imployment. 
The  fole  wealth  they  enjoyed,  or  claimed,  was  a  voluntary 
contribution  for  their  maintenance,  in  the  churches  which  they 
vrfited,  or  wherein  they  reflded :  and  how  moderate  this  fti- 
pend  was,  may  be  collected  from  the  practice  of  St.  Paul,  who 
took  nothing  from  the  Corinthians,  but  lived  on  what  he  earn- 
ed by  his  trade.  The  fole  power  they  injoyed,  or  claimed, 
was  that  of  reproving,  and  of  delivering  over  to  Satan,  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  faithful,  and  not  otherwife,  fuch  Chri- 
ftians  as  held  falfe  doctrines,  or  were  guilty  of  enormous  crimes* 
If  any  pious  foul  had  forefeen,  whilft  chriftianity  was  the  reli- 
gion of  a  defpifed  and  perfecuted  fe6t,  that  it  would  be  the  re- 
ligion of  the  empire,  that  emperors  and  emprefles,  kings  and 
queens,  would  be  raifed  up  by  God  to  be  the  nurfing  fa- 
thers. 
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thcrs  and  mothers  of  his  church,  we  may  afTure  ourfelves  that 
great  expectations  of  preferving  the  faith  pure  and  undefiied 
under  fuch  patronages,  and  of  infuiing  univerfally  the  true  fpi- 
rit  of  chriftianity  after  fuch  examples,  would  have  been  raifed. 
But  all  the  expectations  of  this  pious  foul  would  have  been  dis- 
appointed, as  foon  as  the  event  happened  ;  for  then,  on  the 
contrary,  the  church  got,   but  religion  loft ;    the  church  was 
decorated,  but  religion  was  difgraced  ;   the  caufc  of  one,  and 
the  caufe  of  the  other,   was  never  more  united  in  opinion,  nor 
fo  diftinct  in  reality.      The  nature  of  that  revolution  which 
Constantine  made  in  the  religion  of  the  empire,    and  the 
place  which  this  body  of  men  had  held  in  the  chriftian  church 
whilft  chriftianity  was  the  profeflion  of  a  feci:,    inabled  them 
to  take  the  lead,  and  to  be  the  principal  agents  in  it.     Thus 
they   fixed   themfelves  at  the  head  of  the  new  eflablimment. 
Religion  was  made  fubfervient  to  all  their  purpoles,  and  tJie 
wealth  and  grandeur  of  the  hierarchy  were  the  principal  objects 
of  it.     They  were  principal  objects  always,  they  were  the  fble 
objedls  at  laft :   and  during  feveral  ages  that  preceded  immedi- 
ately the  reformation,  the  whole  fyftem  of  chriftianity,  in  our 
weftern  world,  was  nothing  better  than  a  fyftem  of  ecclefiafti- 
cal  fraud,  working  by  fuperftition  and  on  it,    under  the  di- 
rection of  the  bifhops  of  Rome.     Many  faw  this :   all  who  faw 
it,  and  were  not  gainers  by  the  iniquity,  lamented  it.     Was  it 
not  time  to  make  ufe  of  the  firft  opportunity,  which  a  favorable 
conjuncture  offered,  to  afTert  the  rights  of  the  civil  againft  the 
ufurpations  of  the  religious  fociety  ?  This  was  done  in  the  fix- 
teenth  century.     It  had  been  attempted  before :   but  the  at- 
tempts had  been  vain,  and  even  now  they  were  various ;   for 
as   ecclefiaftics  had  taken  the  lead  in  eftablifhing,   they  took 
it  in  reforming  chriftianity.     They  preierved  much  of  their  dig- 
nity, wealth,  and  authority  in  our  church  -r  lefs  in  that  of  Lu- 
ther :  lefs  of  the  latter,  in  pretenfion  and  appearance  at  leaft, 
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and  none  of  the  two  former,  in  that  of  Calvin.  The  confti- 
tution  of  our  church  feems  adapted  to  that  of  a  great  monarchy. 
The  conftitution  of  the  lutheran  to  thofe  of  the  little  princes  and 
ftates  of  Germany.  The  conftitution  of  Calvin's  to  the  go- 
vernment of  a  little  and  poor  republic.  But  popery  was  renoun- 
ced in  all,  the  fuperftitions  of  it  were  abolifhed,  and  that  fpiri- 
tual  tyrant  was  fuffered  no  longer  to  encroach  on  civil  fovereign- 
ty,  nor  to  drain  the  wealth  of  thefe  reformed  nations  into  his 
coffers. 

Another  inftance  wherein  the  reformation  has  mended  the 
ftate  of  chriftianity,  to  the  honor  of  religion,  and  to  the  good  of 
mankind,    is  this.     Chriftianity  retained  it's  name,  as  factions 
often  do  when  they  have  abandoned  the  principles  that  gained 
them  reputation,  or  have  perverted  the  beft  to  the  worft  pur- 
pofes,  becaufe  the  church  of  Rome  profeffed  to  believe  Christ 
to  have  been  the  fon  of  God,  the  Meftiah,  the  redeemer :   but 
then,  human  authority  had  fo  controuled  divine  in  the  courfe 
of  many  ages,  and  had  been  blended  with  it  fo  indifcriminate- 
ly  to  the  obfervation  of  men  who  were  forbid  to  confult  one, 
and  were  taught  the  duty  of  being  implicit  to  the  other,  that 
this  religion  was  no  longer  to  be  found  in  the  gofpel,   but  in  the 
canons  of  councils,  the  opinions  of  fathers,  and  the  decrees  of 
popes ;   authorities  that  muft  be  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of 
every  one  who  knows  what  councils,  fathers,  and  popes  have 
been,  and  who  knows  befides,  that  many  of  thefe  canons,  opi- 
nions, and  decrees  are  either  fictitious  or  corrupted.     The  firft 
preachers  of  chriftianity  could  not  have  known  it  again.     Ma- 
ny articles  of  faith  muft  have  appeared  to  them, new;    they 
would  not  have  acknowledged  many  precepts  to  be  evangelical, 
nor  many  inftitutions  and  ceremonies  to  be  apoftolical.     They 
would  have  occafion  often  to  fay,  much  what  Socrates   faid 
when  he  heard  the  lyiis  of  Plato  read.     In  a  word,  and  to 
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finifh.  up  the  picture,  neither  Peter  nor  Paul  would  have 
known  how  to  adminifter  even  the  facraments  of  baptifm  and 
the  Lord's  fupper,  unlefs  they  had  gone  firft  to  fome  feminary 
of  priefts  tor  inftruction.  Now  this  new-fangled  religion  the 
reformation  purged ;  tried  it  chiefly  by  the  only  true  criterion 
of  orthodoxy,  the  gofpel,  and  brought  it  much  nearer  to  the 
plainnefs  and  simplicity  of  that  which  Christ  inflituted  *. 

Thb 

*  I  fay  in  the  text,  much  nearer  to  the  plainnefs  and  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel  of 
Christ  ;  becaufe  it  would  not  be  true  to  fay,  entirely.  All  the  reformed  churches 
renounced  their  fubjedtion  to  that  of  Rome,  and  aflerted  their  independency.  But 
fome  of  them  retained  enough  of  her  inftitutions,  cuftoms,  and  policy,  to  lhew  that 
they  had  been  once  members  of  that  body.  The  churches  who  valued  themfelvcs 
for  going  the  fartheft,  and  who  thought  that  they  could  never  go  too  far,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  that  of  Rome,  calvinifts  abroad,  and  dieir  difciples  our  puritans  at  home, 
threw  off"  at  once,  with  the  outward  pomp  of  the  ecclefiaftical  order,  even  the  de  • 
cency  of  forms  in  die  public  worfhip.  But  then  they  aflumed  as  great  a  licence  in 
the  interpretation  of  fcripture,  as  ever  had  been  taken,  and  exercifed  as  real  an  ec- 
clefiaftical tyranny,  under  another  difcipline,  as  the  roman  clergy  had  ever  exercifed. 
By  affecting  to  deduce  their  reformation  from  the  mod  early  times,  when  gifts  of 
the  fpirit  were  fuppofed  to  be  common,  they  ran  into  enthufiafm  j  and  genuine  chri- 
ftianity  took,  as  many  forms  as  whimfical  teachers  could  invent.  Our  englifh  reform- 
ers purfued  a  middle  courfe.  They  retained  much  more  of  the  hierarchical  order  j 
and  when  they  had  rejected  many  of  thofe  fuperftitious  rites  and  ceremonies,  which 
Vigilantius,  a  pious  and  learned  Spaniard,  had  cenfured,  and  which  Jerom,  an 
impudent  and  fcurrilous  »  Hungarian,  had  defended  a  thoufand  years  before,  with 
all  the  ferocity  of  a  modern  HufTar,  they  thought  it  proper  to  go  no  farther,  or 
very  little  farther,  in  this  part  of  reformation,  and  fell,  I  think,  into  a  great  abfurdi- 
ty  in  another.  In  that,  1  mean,  which  concerns  the  doclxines  of  artificial  theology 
grafted  on  chriftianity  by  thb  very  Jerom,  and  by  the  other  fathers  who  went 
before  him,  as  well  as  by  thofe  who  followed  after  him,  fome  in  the  third,  others  in 
the  fourth  and  fifth  centuries ;  when  that  art  of  enflaving  mankind  with  words,  to 
ufe  an  expreffion  of  my  lord  Bacon,  was  eftablifhed :  and  when  that,  which  this 
great  man  applies  to  philofophical  knowledge,  might  be  faid  truly  of  theological, 
diat  it  became  "  an  undigelted  heap  (and  collection  of  much  faith  and  acccident, 
"  mixed  with  an  abundance  of  childifh  notions  imbibed  in  youth. 

If  we  confider  what  motives  our  reformers,  who  boafted  of  reftoring  the  purity  of 
chriftianity,  could  have  to  keep  open  thofe  fprings  from  which  fo  much  of  the  im- 

*  N.  B.  Erasmus  would  make  Jerom  almoit  an  Italian,  becaufe  Stridon,  the  place  of  his  birth, 
was  not  far  from  Italy.  But  he  may  be  reckoned  more  properly  an  Hungarian  j  faace  this  place  was 
on  the  very  confines  of  Hungary  and  Dalmatia, 

purity 
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The  honor  of  his  religion,  fo  altered,  fo  abufed,  and  fo  de- 
faced, required  certainly  that  it  fhould  be  ftripped  of  many  rites, 
ceremonies,  and  cuftoms  which  favored  too  ftrongly  of  hea- 
thenifm  and  judaifm,  or  which  had  been  invented  manifeftly 
with  no  other  intention  than  that  of  multiplying  fuperftitions, 
which  helped  to  impofe  on  the  people,  and  were  lucrative  to 
the  priefts.  The  worfhip  of  images  was  of  this  number.  A 
worfhip  evidently  derived  from  the  heathens,  as  idolatrous 
among  the  vulgar,  and  not  more  eafily  diftinguifhed  out  of 
idolatry  by  the  learned  men  of  new,  than  of  old  Rome.  Such 
again  was  the  ufe  of  holy  water,  which  your  divines  chooie  to 
derive  from  the  water  of  purification  in  ufe  among  the  Jews, 
and  which  might  be  derived  as  truly,  perhaps,  from  the  luftral 
water  in  ufe  among  the  heathens.  Such  again  were  the  confe- 
cration  of  altars,  the  celebration  of  jubilees,  and  other  external 
obfervances,  which  had  been  fo  avowedly  taken  from  the  cere- 
monial law  of  the  Jews,  that  your  writers  do  not  fcruple  to  jufti- 

purity  of  that  church,  whofe  communion  they  renounced,  had  been  derived ;  we 
fhall  find,  I  think,  that  they  were  two;  antient  prejudices,  and  future  hopes.  They 
were  averfe  to  unlearn  what  they  had  been  learning  all  their  lives  •,  and  they  were  de- 
firous  to  retain  that  pre-eminence,  authority,  and  wealth,  which  they  had  enjoyed 
under  the  pope,  and  hoped  to  enjoy  under  the  king.  The  church  of  Rome  acts 
confiftently,  when  fhe  maintains  a  veneration  for  the  primitive  fathers,  who  main- 
tained the  divine  inftitution  of  an  ecclefiaflical  order,  and  who  invented  fo  much 
fuperftitious  worfhip,  and  fo  many  fliam  miracles,  to  eftablifh  a  fham  chriftianity. 
But  what  could  proteftants  mean  to  maintain  the  authority  of  thefe  antient  fathers, 
if  they  had  not  all  the  fame  purpofes  to  ferve  ?  Let  us  acknowledge  the  truth.  They 
had  them  not  in  the  whole,  but  they  had  them  in  part:  and  for  this  reafon  they 
found  it  neceffary  to  preferve  the  credit  of  fathers  and  councils,  in  part  at  leaft,  and 
as  far,  as  they  wanted  their  authority.  When  they  wanted  it  no  longer,  or  when  it 
turned  againfl  them,  they  laid  it  afide  moft  prudently.  They  builded  up  a  new 
church,  or  modelled  an  old  one,  on  principles,  however  inconfiftent,  that  recon- 
ciled, in  good  meafure,  the  ecclefiaflical  to  the  civil  policy  of  their  age  and  coun- 
try :  and  they,  who  thought  that  an  hierarchy  and  a  monarchy  were  neceffary  to 
fupport  one  another,  which  was  the  prevalent  opinion  of  thofe  times,  could  not 
have  defired  a  more  reafonable  inftitution,  than  that  which  our  englifh  reformers 
made,  under  the  direction,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  civil  power. 
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fy  them  by  pafTages  of  the  pentateuch.  In  fine,  and  to  quote 
an  inftance  or  two  of  the  fecond  fort ;  fuch  was  the  invention  of 
purgatory,  and  of  all  the  coftly  means  to  be  delivered  from  it. 
Such  was  the  abufe  they  made  even  of  tranfubftantiation,  whicli 
is  fo  great  an  abufe  in  itfelf  that  one  would  hardly  think  it 
could  be  abufed  by  any  additional  circumftances,  when  it  was 
eftablifhed  not  only  that  priefts  could  make  God  at  any  time, 
but  that  they  might  carry  him  about  in  a  little  box,  wherever 
his  prefence  was  deemed  necefiary  for  public  mew,  or  private 
devotion. 

As  the  reformation  exploded  the  doctrines  relative  to  thefe 
and  other  fuperftitious  practices,  fo  would  it  have  been  much 
to  the  good  of  mankind,  as  well  as  to  the  honor  of  chriftianity, 
if  filence  on  feveral  others,  which  caufe  great  diflenfion,  had 
been  impofed  at  the  fame  time.  But  the  contrary  happened. 
The  reformed  fell  out  among  themfelves,  and  purfucd  one 
another  with  fo  much  bitternefs,  that  they  gave  no  fmall  color 
to  the  pretended  catholics,  to  object,  to  them  that  they  multi- 
plied fchifms,  broke  the  bands  of  chriftian  charity,  and  disturb- 
ed the  peace  of  the  chriftian  world,  which  was  better  preferved 
in  the  communion  of  Rome.  I  do  not  mean  to  fpeak  here  of 
the  difputes  that  arofe  among  the  reformed  about  religious  ce- 
remonies and  church-government,  which  were  ealy  enough  to 
be  determined,  or  indifferent  enough  to  be  compounded,  in  their 
nature ;  how  hard  foever,  or  how  important  foever  ecclefiafti- 
cal  obftinacy  and  the  fpirit  of  party  made  them  appear.  I 
mean  to  fpeak  of  thofe  difputes  that  are  in  their  nature  not  de- 
terminable ;  becaufe  there  neither  is,  nor  can  be,  any  real  de- 
termination of  ideas  about  them :  difputes  that  would  be  little 
thought  of,  or  could  do  little  hurt,  it  they  remained  undecid- 
ed, and  have  done  fo  much  by  dogmatical  and  contrary  deci- 
iions.     I  might  inftance  in  feveral,  in  that  of  juftification  parti- 

Vol.  IV.  4  I  cularly 
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cularly,  and  of  the  do&rines  dependent  on  it,  concerning  all 
which  fo  much  unintelligible  jargon  has  been  vainly  employed 
by.  popifh  and  proteftant  divines,  and  to  as  little  purpofe  by 
the  council  of  Trent.  But  I  choofe  rather  to  inftance  in  the 
cafe  of  the  Lord's  fupper.  Of  this  we  have  fpoken  already, 
and  it  will  ferve  better  than  any  cafe  lefs  known,  to  fhew 
in  what  manner  the  reformers  raifed  new  difputes,  left  their 
followers  expofed  to  all  the  mifchief  which  theological  que- 
ftions  have  brought  on  the  world,  and  the  atheiftical  objec- 
tion as  much  in  force  as  it  was  before  the  reformation  they 
made. 

They  were  not  content,  then,  to  have  rendered  tranfubftan- 
tiation  as  ridiculous  and  odious  as  it  deferves  to  be  efteemed : 
they  went  about  to  explain,  each  in  his  own  way,  this  fup- 
pofed  or  real  myftery.  They  who  believed  there  was  no  myf- 
tery  in  the  eucharifty  itfelf,  how  myfterious  foever  the  occafion 
of  this  inftitution  and  the  fpiritual  effects  of  it  might  be, 
mould  have  talked,  I  think,  of  the  bread  as  bread,  and  of  the 
wine  as  wine,  which  Chriftians  ate  and  drank  in  their  commu- 
nion to  commemorate,  by  this  ceremony,  the  death  of  Christ, 
and  the  redemption  of  mankind.  They  who  believed  there 
was  a  myftery  in  the  eucharifty  itfelf,  and  that  the  bread  and 
wine  were,  after  thankfgiving  or  confecration,  fomething 
more  than  bread  and  wine,  nor  barely  figns  or  fymbols  of  the 
body  and  blood  of  Christ,  mould  have  avoided  all  definitions, 
inftead  of  oppofing  definition  to  definition,  and  making  that  a. 
myftery  which  Christ  had  not  made  fo.  But  they  proceeded 
in  a  manner  very  different.  They  all  acknowledged,  if  Zwin- 
glius  did,  that  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ  were  truly  re- 
ceived in  this  facrament,  as  the  landgrave  of  Hefie  declared  to 
Granvelle  and  others  in  a  folemn  conference  at  Spire* :  and 

*  VLd.  Sleidan  L  17. 
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by  this  acknowledgment  they  put  themfelves  under  inextricable 
difficulties.  Luther  taught  that  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ 
were  really  in  the  elements  of  bread  and  wine,  by  a  confubftan- 
tiation,  which  was  faid  to  laft,  if  I  miftake  not,  during  the 
manducation  only.  Did  the  calvinifts  talk  a  whit  more  intelli- 
gibly when  they  profefled  at  the  famous  conference  at  Poifly, 
"  that  in  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  Christ  gives, 
prefents,  and  exhibits  to  us  really  the  fubfkance  of  his  body  and 
blood :  that  by  faith  we  receive,  really  and  in  fact,  the  true 
and  natural  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  by  virtue  of  the  holy 
ghoft*?"  What  did  Beza  mean  when  he  talked  of  eating 
with  the  mouth  of  faith  ?  He  muft  mean  that  he  believed  that 
he  ate,  or  he  muft  mean  nothing  ?  Now  what  did  he  believe, 
that  he  ate  in  the  fame  facrament  ?  Not  the  fy mbolical  body  of 
Christ;  for  he  affirmed  that  he  ate  the  true  and  natural  bo- 
dy :  not  the  true  and  natural  body  of  Christ  ;  for  he  affirm- 
ed that  to  be  in  heaven  and  no  where  elfe.  What  then  did  he  be- 
lieve that  he  ate,  or  what  other  fenfe  can  be  put  on  thofe  words, 
"  eating  with  the  mouth  of  faith,"  and  thofe  "  receiving  by  faith," 
than  that  of  believing  he  ate,  and  believing  he  received  ?  His 
adverfaries  held  a  great  impiety,  but  they  held  it  confidently. 
According  to  them,  the  body  of  Christ  was  in  the  facrament 
by  the  charm  of  confecration,  and  they  ate  it  when  they  ate  the 
facramental  bread.  According  to  Beza  and  his  collegues,  the 
body  of  Christ  was  not  there  but  in  heaven,  and  yet  they  ate 
it  too,  really  and  in  fact.  This  conference  broke  up  abruptly. 
The  fools  on  one  fide  accufed  the  proteftants  of  blafpheming 
when  they  deny  tranfubftantiation,  juft  as  the  heathen  reputed 
thofe  philofophers  atheifts  who  were  not  polytheifts.  The  fools 
on  the  other  remained  convinced  that  they  ate,  fpiritually  and 
with  the  mouth  of  faith,  in  this  facrament,  a  bodily  fubftance 
that  was  not  there  ;  whilft  they  ate  moft  corporeally  a  bodily 

*  Aubigny  hift.  univerf.  1.  2. 
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fubftance,  the  bread,  that  was  there.     Both  went  away  refolv- 

ed  to  cut  the  throats  of  one  another :   and  fuch  are  the  effects 

of  theology,   that  is,  of  human  authority  in  matters  of  reli- 
gion. 

This  authority  has  impofed  chiefly,  when  it  has  impofed,  on 
the  minds  of  men,  by  the  abufe  of  words.  This  abufe  of  words 
makes  the  fum  of  metaphyfics  and  theology,  imaginary  fciences, 
removed  from  the  controul,  as  from  the  afliftance,  of  fenfe, 
converfant  about  hypothetical  natures,  and  about  ideas  vaftly 
complicated  and  perplexed.  Such  theology  tinctured  all  the 
philofophy  of  Plato.  Logic  all  that  of  Aristotle.  Thefe 
two  fchools  were  the  great  mints  of  insignificant  terms ;  and  tho 
Zeno,  who  did  little  elfe  than  invent  new  words,  and  change 
the  application  of  old,  opened  another  mint  of  the  fame  kind, 
yet  the  coin  of  the  two  former  has  been  alone  current.  The  im- 
material forms,  the  eternal  ideas,  and  all  the  incorporeal  enen- 
ces  of  Plato,  for  inftance,  were  given  and  received  in  every 
philofophical  payment,  like  the  mbftantial  forms,  the  intentio- 
nal fpecies,  or  the  entelechy  of  Aristotle,  till  very  lately. 

I  have  often  thought  that  nothing  could  have  happened 
more  fortunately  for  the  propagation  of  learned  ignorance,  than 
the  fucceflion  of  the  peripatetic  to  the  platonic  philofophy ;  for 
tho  Aristotle  oppofed  many  opinions  of  his  mafter,  yet  the 
fubtilty  of  his  Logic  has  ferved  to  cover  both  his  matter's  errors 
and  his  own,  on  more  occasions,  and  at  more  periods,  than  one. 
No  writings,  certainly,  were  ever  fo  mad  as  thofe  of  the  latter 
platonifts,  which  contain  the  very  quinteflence  of  enthufiafm, 
and  which  are  almoft  one  perpetual  abufe  of  reafon  and  lan- 
guage. Many  of  the  chriftian  fathers  came  out  of  the  lame 
fchools ;  and  all  of  them  ufing  the  fame  delirious  ftyle,  it  be- 
came that  of  chriftian  theology.  We  muft  not  imagine,  how- 
ever. 
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ever,  that  the  philofophy  of  Aristotle  had  no  fharc  in  fram- 
ing the  fyftem  of  this  theology,    tho  that  of  Plato  had  the 
greateft  and  the  earlieft.     It  is  true,  that  the  original  works  of 
the  former  were  unknown  in  the  weftern  church,    till  the  fif- 
teenth century,  when  greek  learning  was  brought  into  Italy  by 
thole  who  fled  thither  after  the  taking  of  Conflantinople.     But 
frill  Aristotle  was  at   that  time  rather  ill  known  than  un- 
known;   for  in  the  very  beginning  of  the  thirteenth   a  latin 
tranllation  had  been  made,  by  the  direction  of  the  emperor 
Frederic  the  fecond,  of  fome  parts  of  his  writings  from  the 
arabic  verfion  of  them :   and  other  fragments  had  appeared  in 
the  fame  language,  fuch  as  might  be  expected,  in  thofe  ages  of 
ignorance,  from  men,  among  whom  the  latin  and  greek  were 
become  very  barbarous  languages ;   who  underftood  ill  the  pu- 
rity of  one,  and  were  little  able  to  explain  themfelves  proper- 
ly and  clearly  in  the  other.     If  we  go  higher  up,  we  find  Ari- 
stotle much  better  known.     He  mull:  have  been  fo  even  by 
the  firft  of  the  greek  fathers,  and  his  reputation  muft  have  been 
great  during  all  thofe  ages  wherein   fo  many  of  the  corner- 
ftones  of  chriflian  theology  were  laid ;   fince  he  had  commen- 
tators,    themfelves   philofophers  of  great   lame,     among  the 
Greeks,  in  the  fecond,  the  third,  the  fourth,  and  the  fifth  cen- 
turies,  Alexander  Aphrodisaeus,  Themistius,  and  others. 
No  doubt  can  be  made  of  this;    and  if  any  doubt  could  be 
made,  thofe  nice  diftinctions,    and  that   perpetual    torture  of 
words,  for  which  fathers  and  councils  were  fo  famous,    would 
be  fufricient  to  prove  it.      They  learned  of  Plato  to  talk  with- 
out any  meaning :   and  they  learned,  I  think,  of  Aristotle, 
to  feem  fometimes  to  have  one. 

The  logical  empire  of  Aristotle,  and  the  abufe  of  words 
grew  up  with  chriftian  theology ;  but  they  were  never  ablb- 
lutely  confirmed  till  ignorance  prevailed  alike  in  the  Eaft.  and 

the 
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the  Weft,  from  the  ninth  to  the  fifteenth  century,  when  the  firft 
dawnings  of  knowledge  began  to  appear,    and  men  began  to 
fee  their  way  in  the  farther  acquisition  of  it.      It  may  feem 
flrangc,   but  it  is  true,  that  the  fchools   which   were  erected, 
and  the  encouragement  which  was  given  to  learning  from  the 
days  of  Charles  the  great,    ferved  only  to  keep  men  out   of 
the  way  of  true  knowledge,  and  to  impofe  a  falfe  appearance 
of  it.      The  popes  had   procured    chiefly  the  foundations  of 
thefe  fchools :  and  the  encouragement  to  die  fcholars  had  been 
derived  from  them,  or  through  their  means.     I  might   have 
reckoned  this  among  the  artifices  they  employed  to  carry  on 
their  ufurpations.     Bare  ignorance  alone  was  not  fufHcient  to 
their  purpofe.     It  was  necenary  to  promote  learned  ignorance, 
and  to  cftablifh  error,  with  all  the  circumftances  of  authority 
and  reverence ;    left  even  the  ignorant  mould  ftumble  upon 
truth.     To  keep  men  from  the  fearch  of  it,    they   were  told, 
that  truth,  and  divine  truths  efpecially,    were  hard  to  find; 
that  perfons,    on  whofe  ability  they  might  depend,    were   fet 
apart,  therefore,  to  favc  others  the  trouble  of  this  fearch,  and 
that  their  holy  mother,   the  church,   watched  over  all.      Thus 
revelation  and  reafon  both  were  made  the  monopoly  of  the 
clergy.     They  doled  out  the  former  in  fuch  fcraps,    and  un- 
der fuch  interpretations,  as  they  thought  fit.     They  employed 
the  latter,  not  to  analife,  not  to  verify  ideas,  in  order  to  com- 
pare them,  but  to  take  fuch  as  have  been  mentioned  above,  as 
it  were  on  truft,    like  the  vile  inftruments  of  error:    the  in- 
ftruments  of  error  indeed,  fince,  how  well  foever  thefe  compa- 
rifons  were  made,  nothing  that  was  true,  or  complete  and  ade- 
quate, or  diftincT;  and  clear,  could  refult  from  them,    and  no- 
thing, confequently,  that  deferved  the  name  of  knowledge.    In 
fliort,  they  profaned  and  abufed  the  two  nobleft  gifts  of  God 
to  man,  natural  reafon  and  fupernatural  revelation. 

Natural 
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Natural  philofophy  and  mathematics  made  little  progrcft 
in  thefe  fchools,    experimental    philofophy  none  at  all.       I  <> 
turn  and  to  wind  the  lew  notions  they  h  id  a  thoufand  ways, 
to  diftinguifh  imperceptible  differences,   to  refine  and  fubtilifc 
a  little  real  knowledge  till  it  evaporated  entirely,    anil    nothing 
remained  but  a  caput  mortuum    of    words,  was  their   whole 
bufinefs.     John  of  Damafcus  had  brought  logic  into   fafhion 
among  the  greek  divines,  and  BoeTlUl  among  the  latincs,  long 
before  the  iuflitution  of  thefe  fchools,  and  longer  ftill  before 
their  doctors  became  famous  under  the  name  of  leholaflics:   fo 
that  whenever  this  happened,   the  fame  manner  of  philofophif- 
ingon  logical  and  metaphyseal  notions,  on  technical  and  infig- 
nificant  terms,    had  prevailed  in  them   from  their  foundation, 
and  had  been  applied  to  theology.      The  men,    who  applied 
themfelves  to  it,  had  fome  broken  and  fupcrficial  acquaintance 
with  Aristoti.i.  at  fecond  hand,  as  we  have  obferved  that  they 
might,  and  even  at  third  hand  ;   for  much  of  it  came  to  them 
through  his  arabian  interpreters  and  commentators :    and  as  in 
every  other  fcience,  fo  in  theology,   they  were  fervilely  attach- 
ed to  his  principles  and   to  his   method.     Some  have   placed 
Lanfranc,  archbimop  of  Canterbury,  at  the  head  of  the  fcho- 
laftic  tribe,  in  the  order  of  time  :   and  if  he  wrote  againft  Be- 
renger,  in  the  middle  of  the  eleventh  century,    we  may  af- 
fure  ourfelves,     that  Aristotle's  philofophy  was   employed 
then  as   it  lias  been  fince,    to  account  for  Christ's  corporeal 
prcfence  in  the  facrament.     It  has  been  faid,     I  know,     that 
Peter  the  Lombard,    a  famous  fcholaftic  in  the  next  century 
to  Lanfranc,  imitated  and  followed  John  of  Damafcus;  the* 
Erasmus  and  others  have  made  a  doubt  whether  he  was  the 
author  of  that  work,  which  procured  him  the  name  of  mafter 
of  the  fentences.     But  fuch  criticifms  are  trifling  as   well   as 
uncertain  :  for  whether  this  writer,   or  his  pit deceflbr  Lan- 
franc, 
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franc,  imitated  John  of  Damafcus  or  no;  and  whether  Pe- 
ter the  Lombard,  or  Abelard,  compiled  the  fentences,  their 
theology  was  that  of  their  age  and  of  thefe  fchools,  and  their 
method  was  derived  ultimately  from  Aristotle. 

These  fchools  continued  in  great  fame,  and  produced  in 
every  age,  during  the  courfe  of  many,  a  multitude  of  writers, 
fome  of  whom  were  men  of  fuch  extraordinary   genius,    that 
they  might  have  enlightened,    like  fo  many  funs,     the  orb  of 
learning,    and  have  carried  human  knowledge  to  the  utmoft 
bounds  of  human  capacity.     But  inftead  of  this,   they  ferved, 
like  fo  many  ignes  fatui,    to  lead  men   backwards  and  for- 
wards through  the  briars  and  thorns  of  vain  {peculations,  with- 
in the  narrow  bounds  that  Aristotle  fet,  as  if  truth  was  not 
to  be  found  out  of  thefe.     They  checked  the  growth  of  true 
philofophy,  by  bringing  into  it  no  new  materials  from  nature, 
and  they  corrupted  true  religion,    by  blending  their  philofo- 
phical  fpeculations,  and  the  vain  fubtilties  ol  their  logic,  with 
divine  truths.     They  thought  that  Aristotle  had  left  a  moll: 
complete  and  perfect,  fyftem  of  philofophy.     But  they  feemed 
to  think,  that  Christ  had  left  an  incomplete  and   imperfect, 
fyftem  of  religion.     To  fupply  thefe  defects,  they  made  fum- 
maries  of  chriftian  theology,  to  fay  nothing  of  fentences  of  the 
fathers  and  *  tedious  commentaries  on  them,    of  commentaries 
on  the  bible,  of  theological  queftions  and  cafes  of  confcience, 
that  are  much  larger  than  all  the  fcriptures  canonical  and  apo- 
cryphal,   and  in   comparifon  of  which  the  gofpels,    nay   the 
whole  new  Teftament  is  but  a  pocket-book :   tho  the  pocket- 
book  ought  to  contain  every  one  of  thefe  folios,    and  none 
of  them  are  excufable  for  containing  more  than  the  pocket- 
book.     I  have  touched  fo  often  already  the  abfurdity,  and,  as 

*  N.  B.  The  expofition  of  St.  Matthew's  gofpel  takes  up,    I  think,    ninety 
homelies,  and  that  of  St.  John  eighty  ieven,  in  the  works  of  Chrysostom. 

I  think, 
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I  think,  the  iniquity  of  feeking  chriftianity  out  of  the  gofpcl, 
of  making  any  criterion  of  natural  religion  but  the  works,  or 
any  criterion  of  revealed  religion  but  the  word  of  God,    that  I 
mould    fay  nothing   here   concerning   the  laft,    if  I  had  not 
often  found  an  anfwer  to  it  infifted  on  with  a  filly  air  of  tri- 
umph, by  dogmatical  perfons  in  their  converfation,  and  in  writ- 
ing.   What  do  you  complain  of,  fay  thefe  perfons  ?     Is  not  the 
fyftem  of  chriftianity  in  the  fame  cafe  with  every  other  fyftem 
of  laws  particularly  ?    Yes ;  and  that  is  the  very  thing  I  com- 
plain of.     A  fyftem  of  human  law  and  human   policy  is    the 
product  of  human  underftanding,    and  therefore  incomplete 
and  imperfect,  liable  to  different  conftruclions  at  all  times,  and 
fit  to  be  altered  at  fome.     But  this  cannot  be  faid,    without 
blafphemy,  of  the  chriftian  difpenfation  ;   tho  it  has  been  mut- 
tered  by  fome  divines,     and   has   been   ftrongly   implied   by 
the  whole  conduct  of  the  chriftian  church.     What  is  made  by 
man  may  be  explained,  fupplied,  altered,    and  improved  by 
man.     But  has  the  word  of  God,  fpoken  to  all  mankind,  need 
to  be  explained  by  any  man,  or  by  any  order  of  men,  who  have 
as  little  pretence  to  be  thought  infpired,    as  thofe  who  are  not 
of  their  order?  Can  any  human  authority  fupply,  or  alter,  and 
much  lefs  improve,  what  the  fon  of  God,   God  himfelf,  came 
on  earth  to  reveal?  Again:   is  there  no  difference  between  my 
being  led  into  error  by  human  authority,    which  I   know   to 
be  human,  and   by  human   authority,    which   I    take  to  be 
divine  ?  To  take  the  laws  of  God  for  the  laws  of  man,    is  im- 
pious.    But  is   it   lefs  fo,  to  impofe  the  laws  of  man  for  the 
laws  of  God  ?  Surely  it  is  much  more  fo :    as  one  may  be  im- 
piety  without   defign,  and  the  other  muft  be  premeditated. 

It  is  notorious,  that  many  great  points  of  chriftian  faith  and 
doctrine  were  flrft  taught,  or  firft  determined,  feveral  ages  af- 
ter the  immediate  difciples  of  Christ  were  dead,    on   the  au- 

Vol.  IV.  4  K  thority 
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thority  of  tradition  alone,  till  there  was  a  canon  of  fcriptures ; 
and  on  tradition  and  them,  when  there  was  one.  The  trinity,  the 
coeternity,  the  coequality,  in  a  word  the  famenefs  of  the  fon 
with  the  father,  the  proceflion  of  the  holy  ghoft  from  the  fa- 
ther and  the  fon,  the  fires  of  purgatory,    and  the  real  corpo- 
real prefence  of  Christ    in  the  eucharifty,    to  mention   no 
more,  were  of  this   number.     It  was  lawful   to  difpute  about 
them  all,  till  the  church  had  decided.     Nay  Erasmus  *  is  fo 
indulgent  as  to  doubt  if  it  was  heretical  in  Origen,  to  make  a 
queftion  whether  "  the  fon  and  the  holy  ghoft  are  of  the  fame 
«f  divine  eflence  with  the  father,    or  whether  they  are  only 
"  creatures   more  excellent  than  all  other  creatures."     After 
the  church,  that  is,  certain  anemblies  of  ecclefiaftics   had  de- 
cided and  decreed,   "  poft  evulgatam  ecclefiae  fententiam,"  it 
was   lawful  to  doubt  no  longer,     nor  to  difpute  about  any  of 
thefe  points,     "  ambigere  fas  non  eft."     They  were  become 
articles  of  faith.     They  were  made  fuch  then,  by  thefe  deci- 
sions and  decrees.   They  were  made  fuch  then,  by  human  au- 
thority.     Not  at  all,    fays  Erasmus,    or   any   other   divine. 
They  were  made  fuch  by  the  fcriptures.  Whatever  is  not  agree- 
able to  them,  is  not  of  Christ  f;    and  therefore  falfe  inter- 
pretations of  the  fcriptures  are  to  be  rectified  by  fuch  as  are 
true  §.     Now  thofe  which  the  church  makes  are  true:    and  it 
is  enough  for  you,  and  fuch  as  you  are,    to   believe   firmly  all 
that  the  church  has  declared  to  be  neceftary  ||.    Roundly  aftert- 
ed  indeed,  but  very  fallacioufly  argued;    for  whether  the  in- 
terpretations of  the  church  are  true,  which  is  afliimed,  or  whe- 
ther they  are  falfe,  which  is  poflible,  the  doctrines  eftabliihed 
on  them  are  eftablifhed  on  human,    not  on  divine  authority. 

*  Symb.  catcch.  4ta. 

-f-  Quod  aberrat  a  facris  vokiminibus,  non  eftOmisTi.  ibid. 
§  Falfa  fcripturarum  interpretatio  vera  interpretatione  refutanda  eft.  ibid. 
||  Tibi  tuique  fimilibus  fatis  eft  ea  conftanti  tenere  fide,   quae  pro  necefiariis  ex- 
ferte  et  exprefse  tradidit  ecclefia.  ibid. 

The 
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The  fcriptiire  is  the  word  of  God.  The  interpretation  is  the 
word  of  man.  But  befides,  I  learn  from  that  judicious  and 
orthodox  divine  Mr.  Hooker  *,  and  Erasmus  and  others  of 
the  fame  tribe  fpeak  to  the  fame  effect,  that  all  the  things  ne- 
ceffary  to  falvation  are  not  necefiary  to  be  contained,  and  fct 
down  in  plain  terms,  in  the  fcriptures.  It  is  furlicicnt  that 
they  be  comprehended  in  fuch  fort,  that  by  reafon  we  may 
conclude  from  the  fcriptures  all  things  which  are  neceflary; 
from  whence  I  conclude  juft  as  I  did  before,  that  the  great 
points  fpoken  of  have  been  eftablifhed  on  human,  not  on  di- 
vine authority  ;  deduced,  collected  by  reafon,  or  what  has 
been  called  reafon ;  not  expreflly  taught  by  revelation. 

That  thefe  great  points  of  chriflian  faith  and  doctrine  were 
not  very  evidently  deduced,  nor  very  accurately  collected  from 
the  fcriptures,  may  be  prefumed  from  the  difputes  that  have 
been  always,  and  that  ftili  fubfift  about  them.  It  might  be 
proved  too,  that  fcripture  is  not  fo  favorable  in  many  cafes,  nor 
more  fo  in  any  one,  to  thefe  opinions  than  to  thofe  that  ftand 
in  oppofition  to  them ;  and  that  the  only  advantage  which  the 
athanaiians  or  the  auguftinians,  for  inftance,  have  over  the 
arians  or  the  femi-pelagians  is  not  an  advantage  which  the 
fcripture  gives  them.  They  derive  it  from  the  fuffrages  of  par- 
ticular men,  whofe  motives  were  often  not  entirely  chriflian, 
and  from  the  arbitrary  dogmas  of  fathers  and  decrees  of  coun- 
cils. Thefe  opinions,  therefore,  that  are  become  articles  of 
faith,  and  that  pafs  for  fome  of  the  doctrines  which  Christ 
taught,  tho  they  are  nothing  more  than  inventions  of  fathers 
improved  by  fchoolmen,  may  be  quoted  as  fo  many  particular 
inftances  of  theological  prefumption,  and,  I  think,  impiety  f. 

But 

*  Ec.  Pol.  lib  1. 

f  There  have  been  fome  divines  a  little  more  modeft  than  others,  fince  there  are 
fome,  I  think,  who  have  feemed  alhamed  of  their  artificial  theology,  and  have  en- 
deavored to  excufe,  rather  than  defend  the  fathers  of  their  church.     The  fathers, 

4  K  2  it 
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But  call  it  which  you  pleafe,  or  what  you  pleafe,  the  pro- 
ceeding grew  more  general  and  more  fyftematical  in  the  fchools 
that  have  been  mentioned.  They  did  not  take  this  licence  with 
particular  points  of  doctrine  alone,  but  with  the  whole  fyftem 
of  chriftianity.  They  melted  down  the  whole  mafs  with  all 
the  alloy  that  had  been  already  added  to  it  by  others,  and  they 
caft  it  anew  with  an  immenfe  deal  of  their  own.  They  made 
it  (o  voluminous,  that  it  was  no  longer  ufeful :  and  Erasmus 
might  well  fay,  "  quis  poflit  aquinatis  fecundae  fecundam 
"  circumferre  *  ?"  They  perplexed  it  with  fo  many  bold  and  in- 
determinable queftions  about  the  divine  nature  and  operations, 
with  fo  many  ferious  trifles,  with  fo  many  minute  queftions  about 
formalities,  quidities,  and  other  fantaftical  notions,  that  it 
grew  contentious,  and  more  than  ever  hurtful.  In  fhort,  they 
multiplied  dift  in&ions  and  definitions  till  their  manner  became 

it  has  been  faid,  taught  the  doctrines  of  chriftianity  in  their  genuine  purity,  and  af- 
fected to  teach  them  no  otherwife.  The  heretics  forced  them  to  abandon  this  pious 
reierve,  in  order  to  defeat  the  defigns  of  thefe  men  who  attempted  daily  to  intro- 
duce errors  in  opinion  and  practice.  Now  if  this  was  their  cafe  in  general,  it  may 
have  been  fucheven  of  St.  Paul,  who  was  the  father  of  the  fathers;  and  his  gofpel 
may  have  been  writ  in  the  fame  fpirit  of  contradiction  and  of  difpute.  But  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  difcover,  with  certainty,  on  what  points,  and  in  what  degrees  artificial 
theology  gave  occafion  to  herefy,  or  herefy  to  artificial  theology  •,  tho  we  know,  in 
fome  meafure,  what  the  difputes  were,  that  arofe  in  the  chriftian  church.  The  doc- 
trines that  were  termed  afterwards  orthodox,  or  heretical,  were  in  their  origin,  no 
doubt,  coeval,  and  both  grew  up  together,  till  one  outgrew  the  other.  In  general 
the  orthodox  fathers  had  no  advantage  over  the  others.  If  the  former  had  recourfe 
to  tradition,  fo  had  the  latter :  and  the  former  were  not,  certainly,  fuperior  to  the 
latter  either  in  learning,  or  in  means  of  knowledge,  or  in  fanctity  of  life,  great  foun- 
dations of  credibility  in  fuch  cafes  as  thefe.  Arius,  for  inftance,  or  Nestorius, 
to  mention  no  more,  were  in  all  thefe  refpects  at  leaft  equal  to  Athanwsius  or  Cy- 
ril :  and  whoever  examines  the  partial  accounts  of  one  fide  alone,  for  we  have  none 
of  the  other,  of  all  that  paffed  in  the  difputes  that  arofe  whether  the  fon  was  confub- 
ftantial  with  the  father,  and  whether  the  virgin  Mary  was  properly  the  mother  of 
God,  will  find  great  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  two  heretics  were  not  the  leaft  re- 
fpedtable  doctors  of  the  four.  Thus  we  fhall  be  apt  to  think,  if  we  confult  not  only 
antient  memorials,  but  the  writings  of  modern  divines,  and  fuffer  ourfelves  neither 
to  be  amufed  by  arbitrary  epithets,  and  vague  declamations,  in  which  the  modern 
imitate  the  antient  fathers,  nor  to  be  perplexed  by  fophiftical  arguments,  in  which. 
they  ibmetim.es  imitate  the  fchoolmeru  *  Ep.  329. 

as- 
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as  unintelligible  as  their  matter :  and  my  lord  Bacon  might 
have  added  fcholaftic  theology  to  the  fciences  that  fway  the  ima- 
gination more  than  the  reafon,  fuch  as  aftrology,  natural  magic, 
and  alchemy.  If  the  firft  pretends  to  difcover  the  influence  of 
fuperior  on  inferior  bodies,  this  theology  pretended  to  difcover 
the  influence  of  fuperior  on  inferior  fpirits,  by  illuminations, 
infpirations,  and  the  internal  action  of  grace.  If  the  fecond  pre- 
tends to  reduce  natural  philofophy  from  fpcculation  to  works, 
this  theology  pretended  to  deduce  the  duties  of  man  from  fpecu- 
lations  concerning  the  moral  attributes  of  God,  and  to  inftruct 
him  in  the  imitation  of  God.  If  the  third  pretends  to  fcpa- 
rate  diftimilar,  and  to  throw  out  heterogeneous  parts  of  bodies, 
to  cleanfe  fuch  as  are  impure,  and  to  perfect  fuch  as  are  imma- 
ture, this  theology  pretended  to  perform  much  the  fame  opera- 
tions on  ideas,  notions,  terms.  Thefe  the  profeflbrs  of  it  con- 
founded, and  diftinguifhed,  at  their  pleafure,  and  like  chemifts 
or  apothecaries  made  new  out  of  old,  old  out  of  new,  one  out  of 
many,  and  many  out  of  one  *.  Nay  this  comparifon  may  be  car- 
ried farther.  The  fcholaftic  divines  rendered  their  art,  for  fuch  it 
was,  rather  than  a  fcience,  as  incomprehenfible  as  they  could, 
that  they  might  make  a  greater  profit,  and  acquire  a  greater  re- 
putation by  it,  among  the  ignorant. 

In  this  manner,  and  by  the  help  of  thefe  fchools,  a  theolo- 
gical fyftem,  which  had  no  intention  to  promote  the  true  and 
holy  purpofes  of  chriftianity,  was  impofed  on  an  ignorant  and 
fuperftitious  world  for  the  very  religion  which  Christ  had  in- 
ftituted,  and  his  difciples  had  propagated.  The  fole  intention, 
and  the  fole  effect  of  it  was  to  eftablifh  an  ecclefiaftical  em- 
pire, under  that  fpiritual  monarch  the  pope,  and  his  fpiritml 
minifters  the  clergy.     This  was  the  effect  of  that  fuppofed  al- 


*  Pharmacopolarum  ritu,  ex  novis  vetera,  ex  veteribus  nova,  e  pluribus 

unum,  ex  uno  plura  fubinde  fingentium  et  refingentkim.     Eras.  ibid. 

liance 
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liance  between  the  church  and  the  ftate.     An  effect  fo  natural, 
that  he  who  pleads  for  any  right  in  a  church,   or  eccleflaftical 
order,  independent  on  the  ftate,    may  be  juftly  fuppofed  to 
mean  this  effect  in  fome  degree,  and  under  fome  form  or  other. 
The  firft  foundations  of  this  empire  were  laid  in  private,  the 
fecond  only  in  public  confcience.    To  fecure  this  empire,  there- 
fore, it  was  neceffary  to  keep  the  firft  entirely  and  exclufively 
in  the  hands  of  the  pope  and  the  clergy,  and  whatever  influ- 
ence the  civil  power  might,  on  fome  occafions,  gain  over  the 
latter,  to  take  effectual  care  that  it  mould  never  be  able  to  gain 
any  over  the  former.     Now  nothing  either  did  or  could  contri- 
bute more  to  this  great  principle  of  policy  than  the  conduct  of 
thefe  fchools.     By  wrapping  up  both  natural  and  revealed  reli- 
gion, in  the  obfcurity  of  metaphyfics  and  of  logic,  they  made 
themfelves  the  fole  judges  of  both.     By  fending  abroad  their 
difciples,  under  the  characters  of  confefibrs,  directors,  cafuifts, 
inquifitors,  preachers,  they  had  fure  means  of  exercifing  their 
judgments,  inftilling  what  opinions,  and  railing  what  pallions, 
the  permanent  and  occafional,  the  immediate  or  remote,  inte- 
refts  of  the  church  required.      The  firft  duty  of  the  religion 
thefe  doctors  propagated  was  to  believe  what  the  church  be- 
lieved :   and  what  the  church  believed,  they  alone  had  a  right 
to  declare.     The  fecond  duty  of  this  religion  was  to  obferve 
all  the  ceremonies,    and  to  perform  all  the  external  acts  of 
devotion    and   worfhip,    that   the  church  had  inftituted,    or 
mould   inftitute.      The   third  and    leaft  was  the  practice  of 
morality.      On  the  firft   there  was   no  mitigation   nor  indul- 
gence.    Men  were  to  believe  implicitly,    or  to  be   treated  as 
enemies  to  God  and  to  his  church  in  this  world,    and  to  be 
damned  eternally  in  the  other.     On  the  fecond  and  the  third 
much  indulgence  was  fhewn.     It  was  even  profufe  on  the  third. 
Compofitions  with  the  church  might  be  made  on  both,   on  the 
breach  of  her  own  laws,  and  on  the  breach  of  thofe  of  God  and 

nature  : 
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nature :  and  thefe  compositions  were  fo  often  pecuniary,  efpe- 
cially  on  the  breach  of  the  laft,  that  whilft  the  church  was  en- 
riched, no  layman,  who  had  money  enough  to  favc  his  foul, 
could  be  damned.  But  there  was  fomething  ftill  more  favora- 
ble to  vice  in  the  laft  cafe.  The  duties  which  the  church  ex- 
acted were  fo  particular,  that  they  could  not,  and  they  coft  Co 
little  to  perform,  that  they  did  not,  deferveto  be  explained  away. 
But  the  duties  of  morality  were  more  general,  and  more  liable, 
by  variety  of  circumftances,  to  different  modifications,  in  the 
application  of  them,  as  they  were  much  harder  to  be  obferved 
ftri&ly  amidft  the  infirmities  of  human  nature.  Gifuifts  there- 
fore interpofed.  They  lightened  the  burden  in  favor  of  thefe 
infirmities,  by  all  the  definitions,  diftinctions,  and  exceptions  that 
logic  could  furnifh.  They  did  more.  In  all  cafes  where  the 
church  was  concerned,  they  gave  full  range  to  the  paflions  of 
mankind.  Juflice  was  no  longer  a  moral  virtue.  Faith  was 
not  to  be  kept  with  heretics.  Benevolence  or  charity  were  no 
longer  principles  of  natural  or  revealed  religion.  Heretics  or 
excommunicated  perfons  were  to  be  perfecuted  and  exterminat- 
ed with  the  moft  unrelenting  fury  :  and  I  may  defy  any  man  to 
fhew  inftances  of  greater  inhumanity,  and  more  profligate 
wickednefs,  committed  by  the  ferocity  of  lawlefs  favages,  or 
barbarous  nations,  than  I  am  able  to  fhew  of  thofe  which  have 
been  committed,  not  only  under  the  veil  of  this  fpurious  chri- 
ftianity,  but  on  motives  taken  from  it,  and  at  the  inftigation 
of  thofe  who  taught  it.  By  fuch  means,  and  with  fuch  effe&s 
as  thefe,  was  an  ecclefiaftical  empire  maintained  during  feveral 
ages,  whilft  churchmen  governed  confcience  of  every  kind",  and 
by  governing  confcience  governed  the  world. 

The  fcholaftics  had  indeed  many  contefts  among  themfelves, 
that  were  carried  on  with  great  animofity,  and  broke  out  fome- 
times  into  open  violence.     Such,  for  inftance,  was  the  difpute 

between 
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between  the  Thomifts  and  the  Scotifts  about  the  immaculate 
conception  of  the  virgin,  and  that  between  the  nominalifts  and 
the  realifts  about  the  nature  of  univerfals.  How  could  thefe 
difputes,  or  any  other,  be  determined  among  men,  whofe 
pleafure  and  whofe  pride  it  was  to  difpute  perpetually,  and  who 
cultivated  an  art  that  was  of  ufe  to  no  man  in  the  difcernment 
of  truth,  but  might  help  the  fubtil  dialectician  to  pofe  even  the 
man  he  could  not  refute  ?  Thefe  difputes,  however,  were  kept 
among  themfelves,  by  the  policy,  not  by  the  moderation  of 
fbholaftics  certainly  :  and  as  long  as  they  neither  rent  the  theo- 
logical fyftem,  nor  fhook  the  ecclefiaftical  empire,  the  court  of 
Rome  tempered,  managed,  and  fuffered  them,  notwithftanding 
all  the  fcandals  they  occafioned,  in  the  univerfities  of  Oxford 
and  of  Paris  particularly.  But  as  foon  as  our  Ockham,  the 
invincible  doctor,  began  to  maintain  that  the  ecclefiaftical  ju- 
rifdi6tion  ought  to  be  fubjecT:  to  the  civil,  the  nominalifts  were 
reputed  heretics,  and  the  realifts  alone  pafTed  for  orthodox. 
There  was  as  little  union  among  thefe  as  among  the  others,  and 
religion  might  feem  to  be  more  nearly  concerned  in  their  dif- 
putes. But  the  great  purpofe,  for  which  all  thefe  fchools  were 
creeled,  being  the  fupport  of  the  ecclefiaftical  empire,  any 
dodtrines  that  reduced,  or  weakened  it,  were  the  greateft  of 
herefies.  This  happened  in  the  fourteenth  century,  when 
Wicklef  went  much  farther  than  Ockham,  and  laid  the  ax  to 
the  root  of  a  tree,  which  the  popes  had  watered  with  fo  much 
care  and  expence,  and  which  bore  fo  much  bitter  fruit ;  fo  that 
if  the  impertinent  philofophy  and  profane  theology  of  the  fchools 
took  their  rife  in  our  country  from  Lan franc,  Ruccline, 
Swineshead,  and  Ockham,  we  may  boaft  that  fome  of  the 
firft  and  greateft  advances  towards  a  reformation  of  both  were 
made  by  men  of  our  country  likewife. 

From 
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From   the  time  that  Ockham  had  fignalifed  himfelf,  in  a 
public  difpute  at  Avignon,  in  favor  of  the  emperors  and  the  ci- 
vil power  againft  the  popes  and  the  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiction, 
the  nominalifts  were  not  only  more  than  ever  oppofed  by  the 
other  fcholaftics,  the  fcotifts  efpecially,  but  fo  perfecuted  by 
the  court  of  Rome,  and  all  the  fautors  of  her  ufurpations,  that 
their  whole  doctrine  was  condemned  by  Lewis  the  eleventh  in 
a  public  edict:  before  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century  *.     The 
doctors  and  mafters  of  the  univerfity  of  Paris,  for  the  fcho- 
laftics too,  as  well  as  the  rabbins,    had  the  title  of  mafters, 
were  obliged  to  renounce  the  name  with  the  doctrine  of  that 
feet,  and  all  their  books  were  burned,  according  to  the  lauda- 
ble precaution  of  the  orthodox.    The  realifts,  on  the  other  lide, 
were  recommended,  and  nothing  was  neglected  on  this  and  every 
other  occafion  that  might  keep  thefe  fchools  firmly  attached  to 
a  caufe,  which  they  had  been  principal  inftruments  of  impofing 
on  the  world,  for  the  caufe  of  chriftian  religion.     Thefe  efforts, 
however,  proved  infufficient.     The  papal  throne  was  fhook, 
and  ecclefiaftical  empire  was  in  a  vilible  decline.     Scholaftic 
divines  had  fupported  it  in  the  opinion  of  mankind,  as  long  as 
they  were  favored  by  general  ignorance,  even  greater  than  their 
own.     But  as  foon  as  learning  began  to  dawn,  towards  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fixteenth  century,  thefe  birds  of  night  were  for- 
ced to  fly  from  day,  tho  they  fcreeched  and  clapped  their  wings 
for  a  while.     It  was  in  vain  that  modern  fcholaftics  proftituted 
learning,  as  their  predeceftbrs  had  proftituted  genius,  to  main- 
tain the  credit  of  this  theology,  and  the  papal  authority  con- 
nected with  it.      The  tafk  was  too  hard  even  for  the  council  of 
Trent,  and  for  all  the  great  men  who  have  undertaken  it  fince. 
Nothing  fupports  the  fyftem  now,  except  general  ignorance  in 
fome  countries,  and  the  force  of  civil,    abetting  ecclefiaftical, 
power,  on  principles  of  political  confederation  among  thofe  who 
are  not  ignorant.     Many  a  man  thinks,    many  fuch  I  have 
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known,  that  the  theology  of  the  fchools  is  abfurd,  that  the 
monarchy  of  the  pope,  tho  reduced,  is  ftill  impertinent  and 
hurtful,  and  that  the  abufes  of  wealth  and  power  in  the  church 
are  intolerable.  But  yet,  the  fame  man  will  contend,  that  it 
is  better  to  bear,  than  to  attempt  a  reformation  of  evils  that  are 
grown  inveterate,  and  will  think  that  he  is  ftrong  when  he  quotes 
not  only  the  diforders,  the  wars,  and  the  maflacres,  which  attend- 
ed and  followed  the  reformation  in  the  fixteenth  century,  but 
the  feveral  ridiculous  and  mad  feels,  to  the  rife  of  which  this  re- 
formation gave  occafion,  tho  the  reformers  condemned  them. 

I  have  heard  men  of  good  parts  and  good  intentions  reafon 
in  this  manner  ;  I  have  heard  it  faid  by  a  very  refpectable  man 
in  the  gallican  church,  when  he  excufed,  rather  than  defended, 
fubmifnon  to  the  papal  power,  that  this  power  is  the  key-ftone 
of  that  arch  whereon  the  whole  cbriftian  fyftem  refts,  and  that 
the  whole  building  muff,  fall  if  the  key-ftone  be  taken  away. 
I  have  heard  another  of  the  fame  church,  and  of  the  fame 
character,  advance,  that  many  things  abfurd  in  belief,  and  ri- 
diculous in  practice,  were  neceffary  to  attach  the  greateft  num- 
ber of  men  and  women,  and  efpecially  of  the  vulgar,  to  chri- 
ftianity ;  that  men  of  fenfe  and  knowledge  afcribed  to  thefe 
doctrines  and  inftitutions  as  little  as  they  deferved,  but  that 
men  of  fenfe  and  knowledge  ought  to  eonfider  and  diftinguifh 
what  is  for  them,  and  what  for  the  vulgar;  that  this  cannot  be 
done  in  outward  profeflion,  but  that  every  man  of  fenfe  and 
knowledge  may  do  it  for  himfelf,  and  mould  therefore  bear 
with  an  ufeful  deception.  Much  may  be  faid  in  favor  of  this 
political  reafoning,  and  much  may  be  faid  againft  it.  It  might 
have  been  better,  perhaps,  if  it  had  been  pra&icable,  to  re- 
form, as  Erasmus  would  have  done,  than  as  Luther  did. 
I  fhall  not  enter  into  the  controverfy.  But  this  I  fay.  Such, 
inftances  as  have  been  given  confirm  the  whole  drift  of  this  ef- 
fay,  becaufe  they  mew  the  mifchievous  confequences  of  theolo- 
gy 
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gy,  by  which  an  order  of  men  have  been  able  to  ufurp  on  God, 
if  1  may  life  the  exprefnon,  as  well  as  on  man,  to  propagate 
their  own  inventions  for  his  revelations,  and  to  aflume  an  au- 
thority, to  which  they  have  no  right,  over  all  the  other  orders 
of  fociety  ;  till  the  fraud  and  the  ufurpation  were  fo  eftablifhed, 
that  it  was  not  poflible  to  reject  them  without  falling  into  fome 
ot  thefe  calamities  which  the  eftablifriment  of  them  had  coll 
mankind.  A  melancholy  alternative  furely,  and  yet  fuch  an 
one,  that  the  love  of  truth,  the  fpirit  of  liberty,  and  an  awful 
refpect  for  the  Supreme  Being,  ought  to  determine  men  to  take 
their  refolution  in  it.  When  Luther  and  Calvin,  and  the 
other  reformers,  took  this  refolution,  it  muft  not  be  denied 
that  affections  and  paflions,  and  private  interefts,  had  their 
fhare,  as  well  as  the  other  motives,  in  determining  them  to  it. 
Such  will  be  the  cafe  in  all  human  enterprifes,  even  in  the  beft, 
and  therefore  the  iflues  even  of  the  beft  are  always  imperfect. 
Our  reformers  fhook  off  entirely  the  papal  yoke,  they  laid  afide 
and  expofed  many  falfe  traditions  and  unchriftian  doctrines.  But 
our  reformers  had  fome  of  the. prejudices,  and  much  of  the  fpi- 
rit of  the  fchools,  about  them  :  and  he  *  was  not  in  the  wrong, 
perhaps,  who  made  the  fcholaftic  chronology  begin  at  Lan- 
franc  and  end  at  Luther  ;  tho  many  of  your  divines  and  of 
ours  have  talked  the  fame  gibberifh  fince,  and  talk  it  ftill. 

May  we  not  compare  the  great  revolution  which  happened 
in  the  roman  church,  to  that  which  happened  in  the  roman 
empire  ?  The  empire  broke  to  pieces,  fome  of  the  provinces 
became  diftinct  ftates,  anerted  their  independency,  and  ac- 
knowledged no  longer  the  imperial  authority,  nor  the  laws  of 
the  empire.  But  in  all  thefe  new  conftitutions,  there  was  fome 
tincture  of  the  old,  fome  principles  of  law,  and  fome  of  poli- 
cy, which  bore  a  near  refemblance  to  it.  Thus,  in  the  con- 
ftitutions of  our  reformed  churches,  tho  they  were  independent 
on  that  of  Rome,  fomething  remained  to  fhew  that  they  had 
*  MoRHOFPolyhiE  4  L   2  been 
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been  once  members  of  that  body,  as  much  as  they  differed 
now  in  doctrine  and  difcipline.  The  church  of  Rome  fhut 
up  the  bible  from  the  laity.  The  reformed  churches  opened 
it,  and  declared  that  the  pure  word  of  God  was  the  fole  teft  of 
true  religion,  and  the  fole  foundation  of  theirs.  That  it  is  the 
true,  the  fole,  and  the  fufficient  teft  of  chriftian  religion  muft 
be  owned  ;  for  if  it  was  not,  it  could  not  be  the  word  of  God, 
nor  chriftianity  the  religion  of  God.  But  is  it  certain,  that  this 
word  has  been  made  the  fole  foundation  of  our  reformed  reli- 
gions ?  I  apprehend  it  is  not.  Nay  fince,  to  fpeak  properly,  I 
muft  fay  religions,  it  cannot  have  been  made  fuch.  The  word 
of  God  is  one,  and  one  religion  alone  can  be  taught  by  it.  If 
there  are  different  religions  raifed,  there  muft  have  been  diffe- 
rent foundations  laid.  How  are  we  to  account  for  this  ?  We 
muft  acknowledge  the  truth.  Human  authority  has  pafTed  for 
divine,  tho  not  fo  co-ercively  in  our  churches  as  in  yours,  and 
the  uncertain,  variable  word  of  man  for  the  infallible,  invaria- 
ble word  of  God.  We  freed  ourfelves  from  fpiritual  tyranny, 
and  we  fell  into  fpiritual  anarchy.  The  change,  however,  was 
advantageous ;  fince  there  is,  in  the  nature  of  things,  and  has 
been  in  this  cafe,  a  tranfition,  through  confufion,  into  order ; 
whereas  there  is  no  immediate  tranfition  from  eftablifhed  ty- 
ranny into  a  fettled  ftate  of  liberty. 

Before  the  reformation,  Chriftians  knew  nothing  of  the 
bible  more  than  the  church  told  them.  It  might,  and  it  might 
not  be  a  rule  to  the  paftors,  but  it  was  none  to  the  flocks. 
After  the  reformation,  it  was  put  into  the  hands  of  every  one. 
The  paftors  appealed  to  it,  and  the  flocks  were  fuppofed  to  judge 
for  themfelves  by  it.  What  happened  ?  The  very  fame  thing 
that  happened  in  the  primitive  church,  before  any  canon  of 
fcripture  was  made  by  public  authority,  and  received  by  com- 
mon confent.  Various  traditions  and  various  doctrines  of  men, 
who  pretended  alike-  to  the  gifts  of  the  fpirit,  divided  the  faith- 
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ful,  and  every  teacher  had  his  followers.  [uft  fo  at  the  re- 
formation, various  interpretations  of  authentic  fcriptures,  and 
various  comments  upon  them,  divided  the  reformers  and  the 
reformed.  Every  teacher  had  his  followers,  and  fome  of  thefe 
affedted  to  preach  as  well  as  pray  by  the  fpirit.  Ambiguous 
and  obfcure  expreifions  in  the  text  had  the  fame  efFecl:  as  no 
text  at  all,  and  modern  theology  broke  the  uniformity  of  reli- 
gion as  much  as  antient,  caufed  as  much  defolation,  and  fpilled 
as  much  blood.  The  reformed  churches  perfccuted  one  ano- 
ther, and  your  church  perfecuted  them  all.  Atheiftical  per- 
fons,  therefore,  continue  to  take  the  pretence,  which  every  re- 
ligion gives  them,  to  confound  religion  and  theology,  and  to 
afcribe  to  the  former  all  the  evils  that  are  due  to  the  latter. 

It  is  natural  to  afk,  can  nothing  be  done  to  remove  this 
fcandal  by  putting  an  end  to  thefe  evils  ?  I  will  prefume  to 
anfwer  nothing ;  unlefs  men  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  affume 
the  fpirit  of  chriftianity  as  well  as  the  name  of  Chriftians,  and 
this  will  be  found,  I  fuppofe,  impracticable  as  long  as  the  fole 
care  of  religion  and  the  fole  dire&ion  of  confcience  is  confined 
every  where  to  a  diftinct  order  of  men,  whofe  diftincT:  interefts, 
and  whofe  pafllons  of  courfe,  carry  them  to  keep  thefe  diftenfions 
and  feuds  alive.  If  they  were  content  to  explain  what  they  un- 
derftand,  to  adore  what  they  underftand  not,  to  leave  in  my  fiery 
all  that  Christ  and  his  apoftles  have  left  fo,  to  a  time  that  is  not 
yet  come,  and  to  teach  others  to  content  themfelves  with  natural 
theology,  and  fuch  revealed  theology  as  this ;  the  evils  fpoken  of 
would  foon  ceafe,  and  the  fcandal  confequently.  If  they  proceed- 
ed in  this  manner,  there  would  be  ample  matter  left  to  employ 
their  tongues  and  their  pens,  and  none  to  employ  the  fwords  and 
daggers  of  the  reft  of  mankind.  The  law  of  God  would  be  a 
plain  and  confiftent  law,  and  no  color  would  remain  for  infidels 
to  form  this  argument.  "  Either  the  fcriptures  do  not  con- 
"  tain  the  law  of  God,    or  it  was  not  in  the  intention  of  God 
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to  promote  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  mankind,  or  he  did 
not  proportion  the  means  to  his  end:"  every  one  of  which 
propositions  is  blafphemy,  and  yet,  as  theology  has  corrupted 
genuine  chriftianity,    it  will   be  hard  to  evade  them  all. 

i    But  Since  fuch  a  change  as  this  may  be  wifhed  for  by  good 
men,  rather  than  expected  by  any  man,  it  is  proper  to  confi- 
der  what  can  be  done  to  lefien  an  irremediable  evil,    and  whe- 
ther  good  policy  cannot  furniSh  an  antidote  againft  the  poifon 
of  theology ;    on  which  I  fhall  fay  a  word  or  two  before  I  fi- 
niSh  this  long  eflay.      There  are  arguments,  no  doubt,  even  of 
the  political  kind,  and  of  irrefiftible  force,  againft  atheifts  who 
reject  all  religion,    latitudinarians  who  admit  all  alike,    and 
rigidifts  who  Suffer  one  alone.     If  the  firft  prevail,  there  will 
be   no  religious  confcience  at  all ;    if  the  fecond,     there  will 
be  as  many  as  there  are  religious  fects  in  every  fociety;  if  the 
third,  periecution  for  religion  will  be  made  a   maxim   of  go- 
vernment,   as  it  is  made  in  fome  countries,    to  the  bane  of 
fociety,  and  to  the  Shame  of  the  chriflian  profefiion.    Do  there 
remain  then  no  means  to  prevent  the  fatal  effects  of  theological 
difputes,  and  eccleSiaftical  quarrels  ?  Some  countries  are  fo  mi- 
ferable,     by  principles  of  bigottry  incorporated  with  thofe  of 
their  government,    and  by  the  eftablifhrnent  of  inquisitions, 
that  there  remain  no  fuch  means,    but  by  the  total  extirpation 
of  all  thofe  who  differ,  or  who  are  fuSpected  to  differ,    from 
the  eftabliShed  doctrines.      In  other  countries,    tho  a  rigid  Spi- 
rit prevails,  yet  if  inquisitions  are  not  eftabliShed,   and  if  eccle- 
Siaftics  do  not  govern,  it  is  very  poffible  by  fkill  and  manage- 
ment to  allay,  for  the  moil  part,  the  ferments  which  theology 
is  apt  to  raife  in  the  Slate,  and  to  blunt  the  fury  of  thofe  who 
call  themfelves  orthodox,  and  every  man  who  fhffents  in  opini- 
on from  them  heretical.     In  countries  where  this  rigid  Spirit  is 
not  that  of  the  government,  tho  oiSIcnSion  cannot  be  entirely 
prevented,  the  bad  influence  and  effects  of  it  may.     To  make 
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government  effectual  to  all  the  good  purpofes  of  it,  there  mud 
be  a  religion ;  this  religion  muft  be  national ;  and  this  national 
religion  muft  be  maintained  in  reputation  and  reverence;  all 
other  religions  or  fects  muft  be  kept  too  low  to  become  the  ri- 
vals of  it.  Thefe  are  in  my  apprehenfion  firft  principles  of 
good  policy.  The  eftablifhmcnt  of  a  religious  order  fubject  to 
the  civil  magiftrate,  and  fubfervient  to  the  civil  power,  not 
that  of  a  religious  fociety  pretending  to  be  the  allies  and  aim- 
ing to  be  the  matters  of  the  civil,  may  be  reconciled  very  well 
to  thefe  principles,  and  fure  I  am,  that  they  may  be  purfued, 
not  only  without  perfecution,  but  without  the  invasion  of  any 
one  right  which  men  can  juftly  claim  under  the  freeft  and 
moft  equitable  government.  The  parliament  of  one  thoufand 
iix  hundre4  and  forty  one  declared,  that  human  laws  cannot 
bind  confeience ;  which  is  a  declaration  every  feet  makes  out 
of  power,  and  none  obferve  willingly  in  it.  But  be  it  fo.  Hu- 
man laws,  however,  may  and  ought  to  exclude  thofe  men  from 
power  in  theftate,  kings  efpecially,  who  profefs  a  private  confei- 
ence repugnant  to  the  public  conicience  of  that  ftate.  Such 
men  will  make  ufe  of  power,  and  the  better  men  they  are,  the 
more  to  propagate  their  own  fchemes  of  religion,  to  ftrengthen 
their  own  party  and  to  recommend  their  particular  notions  about 
eccleliaftical  government,  which  cannot  be  done  without  ma- 
nifeft  danger  to  the  public  peace.  The  wifdom  of  our  confti- 
tution  has  therefore  joined,  admirably  well  together,  the  two 
moft  compatible  things  in  the  world,  how  incompatible  foever 
they  may  have  been  reprefented,  a  teft  and  a  toleration ;  and 
by  rejecting  alike  the  principles  of  latitudinarians  and  rigidifts, 
has  gone  far  to  prevent  thofe  evils  that  gave  occaiion  to  the  ob- 
jection of  atheifts :  as  I  hope  that  I  have  done  in  this  effay,  to 
prove,  by  conlidering  the  nature,  rife,  progrefs,  and  effects  of 
authority  in  matters  of  religion,  that  theology  has  been  always 
liable  to  this  objection,  chriftianity  never.  Chriftianity,  genuine 
chriftianity,  is  contained  in  the  gofpels,  it  is  the -word  of  God, 

it 
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it  requires,  therefore,  our  veneration,  and  a  ftrict  conformity  to 
it.  Traditional  chriftianity,  or  that  artificial  theology  which 
pafles  for  genuine,  and  which  we  all  profefs,  is  derived  from  the 
writings  of  fathers  and  doctors  of  the  church,  and  from  the  de- 
crees of  councils.  It  is  therefore  the  word  of  men,  and  of  men, 
for  the  moft  part,  either  very  weak,  very  mad,  or  very  knavifh. 
It  requires,  therefore,  no  regard,  nor  any  inward  conformity  to  it. 
You  have,  I  know,  at  your  elbow  a  very  foul-mouthed  and  a  very 
trifling  critic,  who  will  endeavor  to  impofe  upon  you  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  as  he  did  on  a  former.  He  will  tell  you  again,  that  I 
contradict  myfelf,  and  that  by  going  about  to  deftroy  the  authori- 
ty of  the  fathers  and  the  church,  which  I  reject, '  I  go  about  to 
deftroy  the  authenticity  of  the  gofpels,  which  I  admit.  But  if  the 
dogmatical  pedant  mould  make  this  objection,  be  pleafed  to  give 
him  this  anfwer ;  that  I  do  indeed  admit  the  gofpels,  not  on  the 
teftimony  of  the  fpirit,  likeCALviN,  but  on  that  of  the  fathers  and 
doctors  of  the  church,  who  not  only  bear  this  teftimony  feparate- 
\y  ;  but,  aflembled  in  a  council  at  Laodicea,  rejecting  many  other 
gofpels,  made  a  canon  of  thefe :  and  yet  that  his  objection  is  im- 
pertinent, fince  I  may  receive  the  gofpels  on  the  credit  of  thefe 
men,  of  whom  I  think  very  little  better  than  I  do  of  him,  for 
authentic  fcriptures,  juft  as  well  as  he  receives  the  books  of  the 
old  Teftament,  concerning  which  he  has  ftarted  fo  many  idle 
paradoxes,  for  fuch,  on  the  credit  of  the  Jews,  tho  he  rejects 
their  oral  law  and  the  fabulous  traditions  of  their  rabbins.  Thus 
I  fhall  conclude  this  long  efTay,  wherein  I  have  recalled  the  mm 
of  what  I  have  faid  to  you  in  converfation,  and  which  has,  I  fear, 
too  much  of  the  loofe  and  wandering  air  of  cpnverfation. 
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